
North Kohala pa`u equestrian units 
are preparing for the floral parade to be 
held in honor of King Kamehameha I 
on Monday, June 11. Each of eight units, 
representing each of the eight Hawai-
ian islands, will be 
led by a princess 
from North Kohala, 
accompanied by a 
banner carrier, two 
male escorts and 
two women outrid-
ers. Each princess 
has chosen an island 
to represent, and all 
riders and horses in 
her unit will be richly 
adorned with the 
colors and flowers 
that symbolize their 
island. For example, 
Hawai’i Island’s 
color is red and our 
flower is the red 
lehua.

Seven princesses 
have been chosen so far for this year’s 
parade: Kennylynn Badua, Puanani 
Tayan, Maile Lincoln-Carvalho, Shay 
Van-Zandt, Lauren Holland, Tracie 
Akana and Berchelle Munroe.

Kohala Pa`u Equestrian Units Prepare for 
Kamehameha Day Parade

By Kay Aldrich The pa`u tradition and style of riding 
is unique to Hawai`i and dates back to 
the 1800s. Ali`i and other women would 
drape many yards of fabric around their 
fancy dresses to protect them from dirt 
and horse sweat on their way to social 

gatherings. Hawaiian women rode 
bareback and astride.

A pa`u princess is an accomplished 
horsewoman and must be willing to put 
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Clara Takata was recently named 
Citizen of the Year for 2011 by the North 
Kohala Merchants Association. Now 
87 years of age, Clara has worked tire-
lessly for more than 50 years serving the 
North Kohala community.

When told of the award, with typical 
humility Clara remarked, “No need!” 
She was very happy to see the friends 
who came to her home to present the 
award, which she graciously received 
with a simple smile and “thank you.”

Clara Ogi was born in Holualoa in 
June 1924. Her parents were coffee grow-
ers, and Clara grew up picking coffee 
with her nine brothers and sisters.

When she graduated from high 
school, Clara apprenticed as a hair 
dresser, and then moved to Kohala to 
open her own beauty shop, called Pua 
Lani. The shop was two doors down 
from Takata Store. She met Shiro, who 
was working at the store, and they mar-
ried in 1955. A few years later, Clara 
closed Pua Lani to focus on running the 
grocery store, which she continued to 
do for more than 50 years.

Clara retired from the store in Febru-
ary 2011, but continues to cook and bake 

and share her bounty with others. She 
is working on a breakfast cookbook that 
highlights the many things she has pre-
pared for her Employee Sunday Break-

fasts over the last 16 years.
Throughout the years, Clara has also 

been a quiet and very generous support 
for countless efforts, groups, children 
and civic needs.

Today she spends her time at home 
cooking and gardening. Her favorite TV 
show is “The Iron Chef,” and she is a reg-
ular viewer of the Food Network show.

Clara has two sons, Rayton and Jerry; 
two grandchildren, Jake and Katie; and 
one great grandson, Kazuki. She has one 
living sister, Dorothy, in Hilo, and two 
brothers in Honolulu, Paul and Thad.

Her love has always been for Takata 
Store, and she devoted her life to it. 
Her extended family has been the 
Takata Store employees. She still cooks 
breakfast on Sunday mornings for her 
employees, setting her alarm at 4:30 
a.m. to get an early start. You can still 
find her sometimes walking the aisles, 
shopping and straightening the fruits 
and vegetables in the produce section of 
Takata Store.

It is a great honor and pleasure for the 
North Kohala Merchants Association to 
present their Citizen of the Year award 
for 2011 to our beloved Clara Takata.

Clara Takata, Citizen of the Year 2011

—photo courtesy of North Kohala Merchants 
Association

Clara Takata with her Citizen of the 
Year 2011 Award

As the community came to grips 
with the news that Bank of Hawaii 
would be closing its Kohala branch at 
the end of April, there had been some 
speculation about what would happen 
to the building and land, located on the 
Akoni Pule Highway in Kapa`au. That 
speculation came to an end at the Coun-
cil Council’s April 4 meeting, when the 
council accepted the bank’s donation of 
the property to the county, specifically 
for use by the Parks and Recreation 
Department and Office of Aging for 
community programs.

The branch has served the Kohala 
community for more than 90 years, 
and the announcement in January of its 
impending closure was met with disbe-
lief and anger by many in the commu-
nity. Great concern for the needs of local 
kupuna [elders] as well as merchants 
was expressed. Bank officials have 
maintained that the bank remains com-

Bank of Hawaii’s 
Kohala Branch 

Donated to County
By Megan Solís

See Pa`u, page 3

In 1973, Kohala Sugar Company, a 
subsidiary of Castle & Cooke, announced 
the closing of 
its plantation 
operations. The 
announcement 
sent  shockwaves 
throughout the 
community. The 
economic main-
stay of Kohala 
ended in 1975, 
after more than 
100 years.

Besides the 
loss of jobs for 
many of its resi-
dents,  other socio-
economic issues 
arose. One of 
those issues dealt 
with changes in 
land use for the 

20,000 acres of sugar cane fields.
The short documentary, “We the 

People,” is a reflection of that difficult 
time in Kohala’s 
history when 
loyalty bonds 
were broken, 
and fear and 
uncertainty pre-
vailed. The film 
tells the story of 
the struggles of 
a small group 
of people who 
fought to save 
the Kohala life-
style.

A free show-
ing of the film 
will be held at 
7 p.m., Tuesday, 

Documentary Explores Painful End
of Plantation Era in Kohala

By Jeff Coakley

Members of Hui Mamalahoa after 
completing a cattle guard to allow 

fishermen and surfers to continue to access 
the Lighthouse area. Kneeling, left to 

right: Benny Raymond and Jeff Coakley; 
back row, left to right: Paul Antonio, 

Leonard Shim, Joey Visher, Marc Kinoshita, 
Anthony “Sluggo” Coralles, and Al Hayashi.

—photo by Lani Eugenio

—photo courtesy of Kamehameha Day Committee
The 2012 Pa`u Princesses: (l - r) Kenneylynn Badua, 

Puanani Tayan, Maile Lincoln-Carvalho, Shay Van-Zandt, 
Lauren Holland, Tracie Akana and Berchelle Munroe
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Help Wanted
Love Horses, People & the Outdoors? Passionate

person with strong work ethic needed to guide open 
range rides on the Kohala Mountain. Ideal candidate 
will have excellent horse riding skills and outstanding 
customer service skills. Nature of position requires

living within 30 minutes of Kohala Mountain area. Call 
889-5788 to pick up an application. Joifully open daily 9 - 6  •  889-0888

GRAND OPENING
Saturday, May 12, 9 a.m.

Where people can find lots of
joi & creative inspiration

•  Joiful handmade handbags, scarves, hats, & jewelry
•  Fabric, machine needles, thread, interfacing
•  Quilting fabric, thread, cotton batting, patterns
•  Yarn, embroidery floss, needles, hooks, kits 
•  Soy-based craft paints, glue, paper, stamps
•  Eco-friendly notecards, journals, activity books

Hawi – two doors from Sushi Rock

mitted to the community. As a condition 
of the donation, the bank is requiring 
the county to leave the automated teller 
machine and night depository in place 
and accessible to customers.

Kohala Councilman Pete Hoffmann 
remarked, “I, too, was sorry to hear 
of the closure of the Bank of Hawaii 
branch which served the community 
so well for so long. I understand that 
they will retain the automated teller 
machine at the building and that should 
be of some service to North Kohala resi-
dents. I am pleased that Bank of Hawaii 
will permit the county to take over the 
building. There are any number of uses 
for that building, and I’m certain that it 
will be very advantageous for commu-
nity activities.”

A Parks and Recreation spokesman 
said the department plans to use the 
building for senior classes and work-
shops, videostreaming County Coun-
cil meetings, and providing a central 
place for announcements during natu-
ral disasters. Long-range plans include 
using the site for educational classes 
and intergenerational programs.

“Thanks to Bank of Hawaii for this 
generous donation. It will be a great asset 
to the community by allowing for more 
service and programs for seniors,” said 
Roann Okamura, director of the depart-
ment’s Elderly Activities Division.

Stephen Brock, senior vice president 
and regional manager for Bank of Hawaii 
in West Hawaii, noted that the location of 
the bank, across the street from Seniors 
Club building, is an ideal location for 
hosting more programs for seniors.

“We’re very pleased that the county is 
able to allow us to do this, for the commu-
nity as well as the county,” said Brock. 

He said Bank of Hawaii will be 
donating five computers to the seniors 
club and is coordinating with the seniors 
to implement ongoing financial educa-
tion seminars on-site concerning online 
banking, budgeting and protecting one-
self against fraud.

Kealoha Sugiyama, president of the 
Kohala Senior Club, credited the Kohala 
branch manager, Jeff Craft, for planting 
the seed about donating the building 
and supplying computers for the seniors 
for online banking and general usage. 
Sugiyama explained the Senior Club 

comes under Parks and Recreation, so 
the chain of command for the receiver-
ship is through that department.

“As president of the Senior Club, I 
keep reminding the seniors how fortu-
nate we are with all the generous invita-
tions and contributions that are handed 
to us on a silver platter. I have my plans 
for the Senior Club use of the build-
ing, but I will keep it to myself until I 
meet with the county’s Elderly Activity 
Division and hear their intentions. Jeff 
[Craft] accepted my invitation to speak 
on Monday to the seniors about this gift 
of Aloha, and they were awestruck. The 
seniors are so blessed,” said Sugiyama.

No timeline has been set as yet for 
when the building will be converted for 
county use. Once the bank has vacated 
the site, the county needs to make a 
detailed assessment of the building, 
any changes that need to be made, and 
determine costs for the project.

The bank planned two customer 
appreciation days for April 20 and 27, 
with giveaways and food. The senior 
club also volunteered to play ukulele 
and dance hula for the events. The bank 
officially closed April 27.

May 8, at the Kohala Intergenerational 
Center. The event is open to the public. 
After the film, there will be a question 
and answer session with the members of 
Hui Mamalahoa and the Kohala Com-
munity Association Access Committee, 
who are featured in the film.

The documentary is directed and 
produced by local budding filmmaker, 
Lani Eugenio, whose other short film 
recently took first place in the Experi-
mental category at the Student Film Fes-
tival at the University of Hawaii - Hilo.

Lani sees filmmaking as a way of 
preserving history and telling stories 
through the lens of a native. Several 
years ago, her collection of short stories 
about Paiutes and Navajos was chosen 
from 500 entrants and earned her an all-
expense paid trip to a writer’s retreat in 
Washington state. Lani had been a regu-
lar writer for Kohala Mountain News 
until she returned to college to study 
Digital Media Arts last summer.

The title of the documentary is taken 
from John Keawe’s song entitled, “We 
the People.” The words were written by 
John’s late friend and fellow musician, 
Wayne “Dobo” Francisco of Kohala and 
translated into Hawaiian by Aunty Sarah 
Pule, the famed composer of Niuli`i.

Members of Hui Mamalahoa and 
Ka Hana No`eau are instrumental in 
presenting “We the People” to tell this 
part of Kohala’s history that many did 
not understand. May the youth and the 
future generations realize how important 
this case was for the State of Hawaii.

What: Showing of “We the People” 
   (short documentary)
When: 7 p.m., Tuesday, May 8
Where: Kohala Intergenerational 
   Center (behind Hisaoka Gym)
Cost: Free, Open to the Public

Kealoha Sugiyama, president of the 
Kohala Senior Club, takes great pride 
in surprising the Seniors with special 
activities. Carla, a new club member, 
represented the Kohala club in an island-
wide talent contest for the county Parks 
and Recreation Department’s Elderly 
Activities Division and took first place 
in the competition doing a belly dance.

At the next Senior Club meeting, 
Kealoha carefully arranged for Carla, 
whose dance name is Aleili, to appear in 
complete disguise. The tantalizing music 
sounded and Carla began dancing with 
amazing grace and rhythm. The veils 
were dancing overhead as Carla con-
trolled every movement of the dance.

Needless to say, the senior men 
were mesmerized and gave their com-
plete attention while the senior women 
silently wondered if they could be 
taught how to do that.

After the performance, Carla shared 
how belly dancing is good for the health 
and showed the seniors some breathing 

Seniors Enjoy Belly Dancing Performance at Club Meeting
and hand-motion exercises. It truly was a 
new experience for the Seniors of Kohala 
and a real treat.

Carla, who moved 
to Kohala last year, has 
been teaching women 
of all ages to discover 
their own feminine 
power through belly 
dance, yoga and 
music for more than 
35 years.

Since her early 
20s, she has studied 
alternative, therapeu-
tic methods of heal-
ing including herbal 
medicines, yoga, 
meditation, Chi Gung, 
cultural dance and 
therapies, massage 
and more.

Carla’s dance name of Aleili trans-
lates into “a high peak, a place of inspi-
ration, and a gathering place.” Her 

intent, whether performing or teaching, 
is to bring inspiration as she brings us 

together.
She had been the 

artistic director and 
choreographer of the 
“Veils of the Nile” 
dance company for 
the past 20 years in 
the Pacific Northwest 
before her move to 
Hawai`i. Aleili was 
recognized as one of 
Seattle’s “Life-Long 
Professional Per-
former/Instructors” 
for artistically influ-
encing the North-
west’s extensive Belly 
Dance community.

She produced a 
DVD, “Yoga for Belly 

Dancers,” is a certified Yoga Teacher 
and is completing her Yoga Therapists 
certification. She teaches Trauma-Sen-

—photo courtesy of Carla Orellana
Aleili (aka Carla) performs a 
belly dance in full costume.

sitive Yoga for PTSD for veterans and 
their families.

Carla/Aleili teaches private and 
group classes of dance and yoga for 
individuals, schools, seniors, events 
and celebrations. Contact her at (425) 
445-2299 or Aleili@hotmail.com.



—photo courtesy of The Trust for Public Lands

An aerial photo of Kauhola Point 
includes the 27.5 acres of land 

purchased, described as land left 
(east) of the lighthouse and road, 

following along the coast and ending 
roughly at the edge of the small bay.

to the property and surrounding area 
due to the iconic Kauhola Point Light-
house that once stood guard there.

Maika`i Kamakani `O Kohala, Inc. 
(Maika`i) is a trusted organization made 
up of native Hawaiian cultural practi-
tioners, community leaders and kupuna 

who are deeply rooted through ances-
tral ties and present-day commitments 
in the Kohala community. Maika`i is 
dedicated to preserving and perpetu-
ating the Hawaiian cultural practices 
of Kohala. As landowner, Maika`i will 
ensure community access is maintained 
for recreational, cultural and agricultural 
purposes, remaining undeveloped and a 
community resource in perpetuity.

Specific resource management plans 
will be formed through a stewardship 
planning process that will include the 
current active users. Maika`i envisions 
a native landscape that protects the 
watershed, provides habitat for native 
species (especially shorebirds), pre-
serves existing open viewplanes, cares 
appropriately for the heiau remnants, 
prevents coastal erosion by replanting 
native ground cover of naupaka and 
hala trees, makes efforts to research and 
revive Kamehameha I’s taro patches, 
plants other organic produce to provide 
a healthy sustainable food source for 
Kohala, and encourages further com-
munity unity and collaboration.

Maika`i’s president Stephanie N. 
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FESTIVA STRAORDINARIA
ANTIPASTO

Quatro Formaggi
Proscutto e Salsicce e Salumi

Bagna Cauda con Grissini

PASTA
Gnocchi e Gorganzola

Jermann Pino Grigio

PRIMO
Melanzane Impanata con Pesce

~
Limone sorbetto

~

SECONDO E CONTORNO
Pollo Marsala

Tartellatte di Pomodoro e
Basilico con Ruccia

Cipollini
Stormato di Fagiolini

Sabazio Rosso Di Montepulciano
La Braccesca

DOLCE
Semi Freddo con Croccante

Amarettini di Saronno
Espresso ~ Frangelico

MAHALO FROM THE KOHALA CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

Mahalo nui lo
a, D

eborah, Jo
hn, D

ixie, 
Jon, Elizabeth

 & Pat!
BRAKES•ALIGNMENT•REPAIRS

We’re More Than Just Tires

• A/C Repair  • Alignment  • Brakes
• Batteries  • Cooling System

• Electrical  • Exhaust  • Shocks
• Maintenance  • Suspension

• Transmission Fluid Exchange

lexbrodiestire.com

WAIMEA • 885-5959 Parker Ranch Ctr.

KONA • 329-8826 74-5536 Kaiwi St.
HILO • 961-6001 PAHOA • 965-9125

Mahalo for your kokua!!

SEAR’S PORTRAIT
PACKAGE...$5.00

3 portraits: 1-8x8
2-5x5 - no session fee

Benefits KOHALA 
PROJECT GRAD 2012

A drug- and alcohol-free event

Available outside
Takata Store

May 4th, 4 - 6pm

Or call Carol @ 895-7910

in many hours of work in the months 
before the parade. She practices her 
horsemanship and the regal bearing 
and spirit of aloha expected of a prin-
cess. She must learn how to collect natu-
ral materials for leis, how to weave the 
leis for horses and riders in her unit, and 
how to drape the pa`u, a skirt of up to 
12 yards of material, wrapped and held 
in place by kukui nuts. Pa’u Princesses 
know what a great honor it is to ride 
in the Kamehameha Day parade, espe-
cially in North Kohala, the birthplace of 
the Great King Kamehameha I himself.

Our princesses this year all have their 
own horses and are skilled horsewomen. 
Kennylynn Badua (representing Kaua`i), 
has ridden in several parades in Kohala. 
Paunani Tayan (Ni`ihau) rode last year 
as part of her mother’s unit represent-
ing O`ahu.  Her mother has ridden as 
princess of all eight islands. Maile Lin-

coln-Carvalho (Hawai`i Island) has been 
riding since she was a girl on her fam-
ily’s ranch in Kohala.

Shay Van-Zandt (O`ahu) competed 
in Big Island rodeo events in high 
school, moved away, and is now back 
in Kohala. Lauren Holland (Moloka`i) 
works at Kapa`au Veterinary Clinic and 
rides in barrel, cutting and roping com-
petitions. Tracie Akana (Kaho’olawe) 
has ridden for many years in Kohala 
and Kona parades. And for Berchelle 
Munroe (Maui), this is her first parade. 
She will ride for Maui at the request of 
her beloved grandfather.

The Kamehameha Day celebration 
in North Kohala on June 11 begins at 
8 a.m. with the draping of leis on the 
original statue of King Kamehameha 
I in Kapa`au. The ceremony is fol-
lowed by the floral parade at 9 a.m. and 
Ho`olaulea activities at Kamehameha 
Park from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Kohala community nonprofit 
Maika`i Kamakani `O Kohala, Inc. 
announced April 13 that it purchased 
more than 27.5 acres of undeveloped 
shoreline at Kauhola Point, located in 
Hala`ula, North Kohala, according to 
a joint news release from The Trust for 
Public Land, Department of Land and 
Natural Resources, and Maika`i Kama-
kani `O Kohala.

Making the $1.3 million purchase pos-
sible was a public-private partnership 
of the state Legacy Land Conservation 
Program under the state Department of 
Land and Natural Resources, The Trust 
for Public Land, Maika`i Kamakani `O 
Kohala, Inc., Malama Kai Foundation’s 
Ocean Warriors Program, the Dorrance 
Family Foundation, the Freeman Family 
Fund of the Hawai‘i Community Foun-
dation, the HEI Charitable Foundation, 
the Hawaii Electric Light Company, The 
Trust for Public Land’s Advisory Coun-
cil member Edmund Olson, the Zirinsky 
family, and many community members 
and stakeholders.

The spectacular property encom-
passes the vast majority of the peninsula 
known as Kauhola Point. The property 
affords Kohala families a safe and beau-
tiful place to spend quality time together 

Kohala Nonprofit Purchases Historic 27.5-Acre Coastal Property
and engage in healthy outdoor activi-
ties, is a recognized model of community 
stewardship, and connects the people of 
Kohala to their rich Hawaiian history.

Kauhola Point has been used as a 
community-gathering place from wa 
kahiko [ancient times] to present day. 
King Kamehameha I, who united the 
Hawaiian Islands, rested here after 
warfare and to focus on peacetime 
activities—recreation, marriage and 
agriculture. Kamehameha taught his 
most beloved wife, Ka`ahumanu, how 
to surf in the waters of Maliu off the 
property’s shores. The property was 
the site of Kamehameha’s taro patches 
and fishpond. The remains of Mulei`ula 
heiau, possibly Ohau heiau, and another 
unmarked sacred site, are thought to be 
places of worship of Kamehameha and 
other chiefly lines that existed prior to 
the Kamehameha dynasty.

During the sugarcane era, this was 
the official recreation area for plantation 
families, and the site of numerous com-
pany and ethnic organizations’ picnics 
and softball games. To this day, chil-
dren in North Kohala grow up exercis-
ing with their kupuna [elders], fishing, 
swimming, and learning how to surf at 
“lighthouse,” a loving nickname given 

Naihe Laxton commented, “Mahalo 
piha to all our partners, including The 
Trust for Public Land, the State Legacy 
Land Conservation Program, the 
many private donors, and especially 
to the people of Kohala. The protec-
tion of Kauhola Point has proven to 
be an accomplished task embracing in 
patience, love, honor and the continuity 
of the Spirit of Aloha.”

Kohala middle and high school 
children in Malama Kai Foundation’s 
Ocean Warriors Program use the prop-
erty as an outdoor classroom for marine 
education and land stewardship pro-
grams, and community educators plan 
to involve the students in on-site agri-
culture, native reforestation, and shore-
bird rehabilitation.

Co-director of the Ocean Warriors 
Program, Elizabeth Pickett, reflected, 
“It has been so rewarding to see the 
surfers, fishermen and regular users of 
Kauhola Point come together with the 
Ocean Warriors to hold coastal clean-
ups, sell t-shirts, and organize a series of 
fundraising events to protect this place 
that we all love. The Ocean Warrior 
students who have been involved in 
the protection of Kauhola are proud of 
what they have accomplished and will 
remember this forever. Hopefully other 
communities will be able to learn from 
the ground-up stewardship process that 
continues to grow at Kauhola Point.”

Maika`i purchased the property from 
Chad and Jenifer Davis. As North Kohala 
residents for more than 20 years, they 
understood how important this prop-
erty was and chose to work with The 
Trust for Public Land as an alternative to 
development. Jenifer Davis stated: “I am 
humbled to be part of this project. I am at 
peace knowing that my favorite spot on 
earth, the incredibly beautiful Kauhola 
Point, which has been enjoyed by count-
less generations in the past, will remain 
undeveloped, and be open and acces-
sible to future generations.”

A community celebration is planned 
for June 23 on Kauhola Point lands. 
For more information or to receive 
an emailed invitation, contact Laura 
Ka`akua at laura.kaakua@tpl.org or call 
(808) 524-8562.
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lines. Otherwise, submissions may 
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News deadline: 5/14/12

June
Ad Deadline: 6/8/12

News Deadline: 6/11/12
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please send your check for $36, made 
out to the Kohala Mountain News, 
P.O. Box 639, Kapa`au HI 96755. Be 
sure to include a note giving the name 
and mailing address of the recipient.
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Dear Estefie Viernes,
You are wise beyond your years. 

Bullying has never been cool nor will it 
ever be! Children don’t just start bully-
ing, they learn how. In this case I think 
parents must look in the mirror.

Bullying doesn’t just occur in schools. 
Adults practice this daily. Just look at 
some of these new cooking shows. I use 
this example because my career was 

chefing, and commercial kitchens are 
notorious for bullying.

We must all realize it starts with you. 
We all must stop all forms of bullying 
with all ages. Hawaii should be setting 
this example. After all, we are the Aloha 
State. Be nice one and all. Good going, 
Estefie, you’re a very smart and consci-
entious young student and seem to be 
learning life’s lessons properly.

    Aloha, Doug Seymour
    Kapa`au

Editor’s Note: KMN published selected let-
ters from Kohala Middle School students 
in the February and March issues. Thank 
you to all of Duncan Anderson’s students 
who submitted letters. A letter especially for 
Kohala High School’s graduating seniors 
appears below.

Middle Schooler’s Wisdom Should Be Heeded by All

Dear High School Seniors,
My name is Darian Ching and I 

am attending Kohala Middle School. 
I would like to advise the senior 
class of 2012 to not underage drink. 
Every year 5,000 kids die as a result 
of underage drinking, from crashes, 
homicides, and suicides. Teens that 
do drink are also at risk for a long 
list of other injuries and potential 

lifelong abuse.
Reducing underage drinking can 

reduce drinking-related harm. Also, 
drinking young can mess up your brain 
because you’re still growing like us 
middle schoolers.

I would like to just tell the senior 
class of 2012 to not drink because I want 
you guys to grow up and have a suc-
cessful life and not be an alcoholic or a 

drug addict. To drink and drive is bad 
because you might not only take your 
life but someone else that wasn’t drink-
ing and innocent people.

I hope you listen to my letter and 
not drink. Let’s keep Kohala away from 
underage drinking!

               Sincerely, Darian Ching 
               Kohala Middle School

Class of 2012 – Stay Away from Underage Drinking

I would like to warn fellow North 
Kohala residents of criminal activity I 
recently experienced when I returned to 
the mainland to visit family and friends.

My United Airlines flight was 
delayed nearly three hours from leav-
ing Kona, which left me scrambling to 
make new connecting flights. I landed 
safely at LAX and was fortunate to be 
transferred to another United flight with 
nearly the same arrival time as my orig-
inal flight. At my departure gate, I was 
informed the plane was small and com-
pletely full and the remaining passen-
gers would need to check their carry-on 
luggage at the gate. Do not worry, they 
said! My luggage would be waiting as I 
deplaned. And it was…only minus my 
laptop computer.

I was horrified that someone had 

such personal and sensitive informa-
tion of mine. I immediately filed claims 
with the airline and the police depart-
ment at my final destination. United 
informed me it would be 12 to 16 weeks, 
and I’m certain they meant it as I have 
yet to receive a single response to any 
questions and information I have. I was 
made aware through some of my Face-
book friends whose accounts had been 
illegally accessed of the broad scale of 
those who may be affected by the theft 
of my computer.

Upon my return to the Big Island I 
received a phone call from a computer 
technician with the Apple Store in Pasa-
dena, Calif., where a man had brought 
my computer in requesting it be erased. 
The tech found this suspicious and con-
tacted me since I was the registered 

owner of this device. A complete stroke 
of luck and a restoration in the basic 
goodness of people! Pasadena police 
arrested the man, who was a ramp agent 
for 10 years with United.

I had a false sense of security due to 
high security that seems to be in place 
when we fly. As a warning to other resi-
dents who may not have criminal activ-
ity foremost in your minds, it is always 
best to take any personal and valuable 
items out of any luggage that will be not 
be in your possession during your trav-
els. I learned the hard way, and luckily 
I will be receiving my stolen property 
back and one less dishonest employee 
will be handling your bags!

         Melissa Harrington
         Kapa`au

When Flying, Keep Valuables with You At All Times

Dear Editor,
I am a Hawaii Community Federal 

Credit Union (HCFCU) member and 
also someone who worked in a bank 
environment for 15 years and in the 
credit union for 24 years. The bank 
and credit union, though both financial 
institutions, differ in various ways. The 
credit union is special; they operate NOT 
for profit or charity, BUT for service. The 
founding fathers of the HCFCU, 75 years 
ago, were people joined together, help-
ing one another to reach their financial 
goals; it did not consist of control and 
power. For this reason, I am appalled 
with the Nominations/Election (N/E) 
committee of the HCFCU.

I received a ballot by mail to vote for 
three new Board of Directors (BOD) for 
the HCFCU, along with a recommenda-
tion letter from the N/E committee. As 
it is our democratic right to vote for our 
choice, it is not helpful and, I believe, 
unethical, unacceptable and a conflict 
of interest, for a committee to control by 
recommendation, the voting process. In 

the 75 years of the HCFCU history, this 
is the second time we will have a BOD 
election.

Peter Theone, Peggy Ciriako and David 
Kaapu are on the BOD, and to assure con-
tinued control and power, candidates such 
as Donald Sasaki, Carol Ikeda and David 
De Luz Jr., my personal choice, are at a 
disadvantage, when the N/E committee 
members are influencing the voting pro-
cess by the recommendation mailing sent 
out at the members’ expense.

To all members of the HCFCU, espe-

cially in North Kohala where I reside, 
BEWARE! It should be a bright, red 
warning light to all, as we are not only 
members, but owners of an institu-
tion on the brink of control and power. 
Gone soon will be the days, years, and 
decades when every member/owner 
worked together toward their financial 
dreams, their financial goals and ulti-
mately, their financial success.

       
       Sincerely, Mary Lou Ignacio
       Hawi

Unfair Practice in Board of Directors Election

In the article, “Three New Members Join CDP Action Committee,” on page 3 
of the March 24 issue of KMN, Stephanie Naihe Laxton was misquoted regard-
ing the Kauhola Point purchase. Laxton said the close of escrow was targeted for 
the end of March with a community celebration planned for sometime in June 
after Kamehameha Day.

Within the same article, Laxton clarified with regard to the proposed lighted 
sign that the police department took care of emergency needs with its orange 
electronic trailer sign, so Kohala does not need a movable electronic sign which 
also must meet sign ordinance laws by application.

Correction
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CHRIS JOHNSON
 GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR

YES, our house is on the market.
 YES, we are choosing to remain in this 

community.

YES, I am happy to quote your building 
projects, large and small !

Call 936-7064 or email: 
kohalachris@gmail.com

References and projects online 
at: chrisbuilds.com

Local na kupuna [elders] in the 
Ahupua`a of Hala`ula have for decades 
now enjoyed their exercise walks with 
friends and grandchildren down at 
Kauhola Point “Lighthouse.” In the 
month of March, it was brought to my 
attention that on one of these walks 
during the week there were lined tents 
in the area and a Caucasian male was 
seen perusing the area naked with no 
care in the world of whether or not 
anyone would notice him in broad 
daylight. THIS IS UNACCEPTABLE 

BEHAVIOR!
Na kupuna, in panic, left the area on 

foot in anxiousness, concerned for not 
just her safety but also safety of others 
and grandchildren who frequently 
accompany their kupuna on these 
walks whether during the week or on 
weekends.

This behavior must stop! Long-time 
residents of this ahupua`a will not tol-
erate behavior such as this, and we ask 
that if anyone in the area ever comes 
across this situation to call 911 for 
assistance of police to report indecent 

exposure. Do not confront the situation 
on your own; let the police take care of 
this matter.

North Kohala does not have nor did 
we ever have nude beaches or open 
space recreational areas or activities as 
such, and we want this to stop imme-
diately. Lands in this area are privately 
owned and not considered public 
lands, so we are not sure if activities 
are occurring with thoughts of “open 
space” to mean one can “act as if” no 
neighborly common courtesy rules 
would apply on decency and respect of 

Concerns about Behavior on Land in North Kohala
By Stephanie N. Naihe Laxton

The Kohala pool was 
drained of water for 
approximately two weeks 
through the end of April 
to allow for the installa-
tion of safer pool drain 
covers. The new covers 
will ensure that the suc-
tion from the drains will 
not be a potential hazard 
to patrons.

The process before 
construction work began 
was to first de-chlori-
nate the water, which 
took about four days, 
and then drain the pool, 
which required auxiliary 
pumps and took three 
days. After exposing the 
existing drain covers, 
Global Construction Co. then cut into 
the pool bottom to install and ground 
the stainless steel covers.

The pool, built in 1973, has been 
slowly deteriorating, with the plaster 
separating from its concrete foundation. 
This separation has caused the plaster 
to break apart, causing holes in the pool 
bottom and walls.

While the pool was drained, life-
guard staff, with the assistance of the 

Kohala Middle School eighth grade 
swim class, have been working on 
repairing the holes in the pool bottom 
and sides.

Thorin Souze, a pool and mason 
specialist, has been volunteering his 
time to coordinate the repair work. His 
expertise in this area has been extremely 
helpful in keeping the pool safer for 
community patrons, said senior life-
guard Jeff Coakley.

Kohala Pool Drained for Maintenance Work

—photo by Jeff Coakley
Kohala Middle School eighth-graders form a bucket 
line to haul out the plaster pieces in the drained 

pool.

Seven films on sustainability are 
now ready for checkout from the North 
Kohala Library. Sustainable Kohala pre-
viously showed these films free to the 
public, and has donated them to our 
library so that the community will have 
ongoing access to them.

A Convenient Truth: Focusing on the 
positive implications of climate change 
(as opposed to An Inconvenient Truth), 
this documentary discusses strategies 
for reducing climate change that simul-
taneously enrich human lives, such as 
innovations in transportation, recycling 
and affordable housing, among others.

Dirt! The Movie: An entertaining 
film that tells the story of the underap-
preciated material we call dirt. Uplifting 
and informative, the film shows how 
soil is very much alive and critical to 
sustaining food and health security.

Economics of Happiness:  An 
inspiring film that articulates how glo-
balization can be reversed to decelerate 
climate change and economic decline. 
This documentary portrays insights 
from Ladakh (a region in India) and 
other places to illustrate the importance 
of local economies for sustainability and 

Films on Sustainability Now Available
in North Kohala Library

By Deborah Winter psychological well-being.
Food Fight: An engaging look at how 

American agricultural policy and food 
culture developed in the 20th century, 
and why the California food movement 
has created a counter-revolution against 
big agribusiness.

Fresh: Celebrates farmers, thinkers, 
and business people across America 
who are re-inventing our food system. 
The film links the problems of food 
contamination, environmental pollu-
tion, depletion of natural resources and 
morbid obesity to industrial agriculture 
and outlines healthier, sustainable alter-
natives.

The End of Suburbia:  A widely 
shown film that discusses the dwindling 
supply of cheap energy in the form of 
fossil fuels and their effects on society. 
Shows how the American Dream has 
become America’s Nightmare of envi-
ronmental pollution, economic decline, 
and human distress.

A New We:  A documentary that 
explores 10 ecovillages and ecological 
communities in Europe which illus-
trate how people can live together in 
harmony with each other and with the 
natural world.

others.
Kauhola Point “Lighthouse” is 

also the educational playground for 
the Ocean Warrior Program where 
Kohala middle and high school chil-
dren frequent the area for steward-
ship efforts. Residents will continue 
to picnic and utilize the area for surf-
ing, pole and net fishing along with 
exercise. Therefore…Respect Na 
Kupuna, Respect Na Opio [youths], 
Respect Na `Ohana and Respect 
`Aina! KINA`OLE! [Do the right 
thing!]
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once upon a Time
about 20 years of time
In a land far, far away
Well, actually just down the street
A girl opened a store
And named that store

One day she decided to have
a  SALE . . .
and every year after that.

AS HAWI TURNS

as hawi turns
20th annual 
Spring Sale

Saturday and Sunday
May 12th and 13th

9 am to 6 pm
I’m throwing caution to the wind
Everything will be wildly marked 

down!!!

Open Daily  10 - 6    889-0760
Downtown Hawi

    elements@ElementsJewelryandCrafts.com

Jewelry, Art and Gifts

Showcasing the work
of over

80 Hawaii Artists

Handmade in Hawai`i
Green, recycled

and fair trade
crafts, toys and bags

&

Elements

www.ThinkLocalBuyLocal.org

The Kohala Hospital Charitable 
Foundation hosts its 10th annual spring 
fundraiser Saturday, April 28, 4 to 8 p.m. 
at Kahua Ranch in North Kohala. This 
event is a benefit for the Kohala Hospi-
tal and is the largest fundraiser of the 
year for the foundation. All proceeds 
directly benefit our local commu-
nity hospital. The foundation has 
designated 2012 “The Year of 
the Hospital” and is making 
a push to raise money for 
the new emergency 
room project.

Kahua Ranch 
will provide a 
beautiful setting for 
an evening of “Beer, 
Boots, Brats and Barbe-
cue.” Wear your paniolo 
clothing and dancing boots 
and come 
ready to 
have a great 
time. There 
will be live country music by musician 
Paul Nash and by local band Bluegrass 
Jack. There will be a fabulous beef and 
bratwurst barbecue and plenty of side 
options, salad and dessert. Beer, wine 

Hospital Fundraiser Set for Saturday April 28
and beverages will be available.

There will be great items for bid in the 
auctions. The Silent Auction will feature 

plenty of goodies including jew-
elry, art, golf packages, and more 

donated by local businesses 
and individuals. The live 

auction has always been 
a blast, and this year 

will be no different. 
Some of the items 

to be auctioned are: 
Hand-crafted saddle by 

Alvin Kawamoto; round 
trip ticket to San Francisco 

with four night stay in luxury 
hotel; David Gomes Ukulele; trip 

to Sonoma wine country; Herb Kane 
giclée painting; live cow, sheep and 

two hens; and even a brand new toilet 
with free installation!

The board 
members of 
the founda-
tion appreci-

ate the support of this community and 
Kohala Coast hotels for their generous 
support to make this event possible.

For questions and ticket information, 
call Susan Denman at 889-1144.

This ukulele crafted by David Gomes is just one of 
many auction items at the spring fundraiser for 

the hospital.
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Safe and clean parks are a major 
call of the North Kohala Community 
Development Plan. To address this 
issue, community volunteers working 
with members of the CDP Infrastruc-
ture Subcommittee A are in the process 
of planning major improvements at 
Mahukona Beach Park. The proposed 
plans include upgrading the restrooms 
and showers, rebuilding one of the 
large barbecue stations, landscaping, 
painting the pavilion, and establishing 
new campsites.

The subcommittee and the volun-
teers will be meeting with Bob Fitzger-
ald, director of Parks and Recreation, 
at the end of this month. The focus of 

Mahukona to Get a Makeover
this meeting is to share the proposed 
changes and seek his input, support 
and approval. The feral cat situation 
will also be discussed. Several meetings 
regarding the cats have occurred, and it 
is the intention of the subcommittee to 
have people work together to address 
and resolve the issues in conjunction 
with the county Parks and Recreation 
Department.

This drive to improve Mahukona 
will follow months of volunteer work 
that have upgraded the facilities at 
Keokea and Kapa`a beach parks.

To learn more about the Infrastruc-
ture A subcommittee and its work, con-
tact Giovanna Gherardi at 889-5590.

Bond Estate, the present `Iole, played 
a major part in Kohala’s Project Ven-
ture’s seven-year existence. Summer 
camps, ropes courses and hiking expedi-
tions were amongst the fond memories 
for many of us. Remember swimming 
in the reservoir, “Green Eyes,” Mr. Velo-
ria’s imus, council, The Sacred Circle, the 
“wall” at the ropes course, Fear Factor 
with Jessica Brown, morning yoga and 
hikes, singing “It’s A Beautiful Day” with 
Grady, orange plates, watermelon seed 
spitting contests, “Path Posters,” walk-
ing into a wasps’ nest, Bubba and Shiva, 
experiential games…the list goes on.

Calling All Kohala’s Project Venture Alumni and Staff
By Lani Bowman Most campers are now young adults 

and in college or high school. It is time 
to give back to the `aina which blessed 
us. `Iole is in need of stewards for their 
trails. KPV would like to adopt a trail 
and once a month or so, make an effort 
to monitor and clean the trail.

Anyone interested in helping? Alumni, 
staff, their `ohana or other community 
members are welcome. Please call Lani 
Bowman at 889-5852 or lanibow@gmail.
com. We will set a date for a June project 
on a Saturday morning for 1 to 2 hours. 
It will be a great time to reminisce and be 
the stewards of the `aina that was one of 
the cornerstones of the program.

Kanu o ka ̀ Aina New Century Public 
Charter School in Waimea is currently 
accepting student applications for the 
2012-2013 school year for students kin-
dergarten through 12th grade.

Kanu o ka `Aina (KANU) integrates 
culture, language, community and the 
natural environment in a curriculum that 
is project-based and place-based. As a 
free public K-12 school, KANU is held to 
the same performance expectations and 
same assessment testing that all schools 
throughout the state must follow.

Applications are also open for 
KANU’s pre-school program for four-
year olds. While a fee applies to pre-
school, need-based financial aid is 
available. Parents are encouraged to 
inquire with KANU during the pre-
school application process.

When the 2012-13 school year begins 
all KANU students will be consolidated 

Kanu O Ka `Aina Accepting Student Applications
for the first time on one campus, Kauhale 
Oiwi O Puukapu, when two new build-
ings become ready for occupancy. Halau 
Pokii will house the preschool through 
grade 5 and Halau Puke will house a 
library and classrooms for grades 6 to 12. 
Hale Hoolako has been occupied at the 
campus site on Department of Hawaiian 
Home Lands since 2009. Hale Hoolako 
also serves as a community resource and 
technology center.

“KANU is not an immersion school. 
All instruction in our rigorous curricu-
lum is in English although Hawaiian lan-
guage is taught beginning in pre-school,” 
explained KANU co-administrator Pat 
Bergin. “Students of all ethnicities who 
embrace Hawaiian culture and tradi-
tions are welcome to apply.”

Applications are available online at 
http://kanu.kalo.org or call 890-8144 
for more information.
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Skin care with 21
years experience

Ladies,

do you leave town to get your waxing done?  
Stay in Hawi and call me.

I’ve been expertly trained by
Hollywood’s finest

n luxury facials
n timeless peels
n waxing

kbabben@hawaii.rr.com
(808) 333-4843

THE COQUI CORNER

Donations are gratefully accepted through North
Kohala Community Resource Center.                                                  

April 2012

One coqui has been located and eradicated behind the 
Catholic Church, but there are three coquis still

chirping around the neighborhood.
There is one in Ainakea and two in Hawi  that have been difficult 

to locate since they do not chirp every night.
Be sure to call the Coqui Hotline any time you hear a coqui, even if 
you have reported it before. Locating the coqui is half the battle of 

Keeping Kohala Coqui Free!
Mahalo for your continued support. Report coquis to the

Coqui Hotline:  889-5775

The issue of communication and 
community participation was, once 
again, a leading topic of discussion at 
the April 11 meeting of the North Kohala 
Community Development Action 
Committee (AC). Denise Nekrash 
(mistakenly identified in last month’s 
article as Denise Blesso) had previously 
requested that the time of the AC meet-
ings be changed from 4:30 to 6 p.m. to 
accommodate working people who 
would be interested in attending but are 
unable to get to 4:30 meetings. Rosalind 
Newlon, the Planning Department’s 
CDP project manager, explained that 
the Action Committee meetings cannot 
start any later than 4:30 since later meet-
ings would require overtime for Plan-
ning Department staff who must attend 
these meetings and there is no money 
available for overtime. Some members 
questioned why meeting times should 
be constrained by the requirements 
of the department, especially if these 
requirements result in less participation 
by the community, and what would be 
the result if meetings were held without 
department staff in attendance. It was 
decided that Joe Carvalho, committee 
chair, and John Winter should meet with 
the planning director to discuss this.

The time constraint does not apply 

to the subcommittee meetings, how-
ever, and, as several AC members have 
stated, it is in the subcommittees that 
the real work gets done and where the 
opportunity exists for community input 
and participation. Since most subcom-
mittee meetings are held earlier than 
6 p.m., a discussion ensued about the 
various issues involved in changing 
the meeting times. The main question, 
however, was whether changing the 
meeting times would actually increase 
participation. Denise Nekrash stressed 
the importance of showing the AC is 
opening its arms to the community by 
being willing to make these changes. 
She said it may take awhile for partici-
pation to increase, and it is very impor-
tant that any changes in meeting times 
be widely publicized. The AC members 
who head the subcommittees felt this 
decision needs to be left up to the exist-
ing subcommittee members, so a reso-
lution was passed to bring that issue to 
the various subcommittees and have 
them come up with ideas to improve 
community outreach as well.

With regard to the identification of 
Important Agricultural Lands (IAL), 
Rosalind Newlon read from state 
Department of Agriculture regulations 
on the designation of IAL, which is done 
in two ways: the landowner can file a 

petition with the Land Use Commission 
to have their lands designated as IAL, 
and the county can designate parcels 
as IAL. The criteria for IAL designation 
and the incentives for landowners can 
all be found on the Agriculture website: 
hawaii.gov/hdoa/Info/ial/important-
agricultural-lands-update.

Newlon further explained that, 
although the county has a process in 
place for identifying IAL, it does not 
have the funds to implement that pro-
cess. Kaua`i is the one county that has 
received state funds for a pilot project 
to identify and map IAL.

Hermann Fernandez, who had pre-
pared a letter to the planning director 
requesting the appointment of a consul-
tant to help identify IAL, was asked by 
Newlon not to send the letter until she 
was able to get more information. Frank 
Cipriani, chairman of the ag subcom-
mittee, said they could begin the pro-
cess now since there are enough people 
within the community who are able to 
help identify IAL, but that initially the 
subcommittee plans to begin talking 
to some of the large landowners about 
the possibility of designating their land, 
the incentives provided, and the uses to 
which their land could be put.

Continuing with his subcommit-
tee report, Cipriani said there is a large 
amount of citrus in Kohala that is being 
left to rot. He suggested there should 
be ways of using Kohala’s excess pro-
duce. He also stressed the importance 
of developing a marketing plan for 
Kohala produce. Finally he stated that 
the subcommittee will be working on a 
strategic plan for agricultural develop-
ment in North Kohala.

Hermann Fernandez, from Growth 
Management, said there were no changes 
on the Land Use Activity Report. This 
subcommittee will meet on the first 
Monday of every month from 6 to 7 p.m. 
at the Surety Kohala office in Hawi.

Toni Withington, reporting for the 
Public Access subcommittee, announced 
the Kauhola Point land is in escrow and 
should close within eight weeks; a cel-
ebration is planned for June at Kauhola. 
[See related story on page 3.] The title 
will be held with Maika`i Kamakani `O 

Kohala. The subcommittee is working 
with Vipassana to purchase the strip of 
land between Kauhola Point and Hapu`u 
Bay for public use and also working with 
the owner and Hawaii Island Land Trust 
to designate the land behind the public 
corridor as an agricultural easement. She 
also reported the county has agreed to 
take responsibility for the Coast Guard 
Road and to purchase the land where 
the road curves around to meet the red 
cinder road that goes to Mo`okini Heiau, 
thus giving public access to Kamehame-
ha’s birthplace.

John Winter from Infrastructure A 
announced that the work on Keokea 
Beach Park and Pavilion has been com-
pleted, and Sarah Pule was commended 
for all her efforts on this project. The 
blessing and grand opening of Keokea 
will be May 12 at 10 a.m. [See related 
story on page 14.] Winter reported 
that the work on Kapa`a Beach Park is 
also finished and that Kohala National 
Guard Alumni will be sponsoring the 
park, not the Kohala Lions Club as 
previously stated. The subcommittee 
is still waiting for a response from Bob 
Fitzgerald, director of Parks and Recre-
ation, on their desire to meet with him 
regarding the proposed nonprofit parks 
management plan and on the condition 
and proposed improvements at Mahu-
kona. Several meetings have been held 
regarding the feral cats at Mahukona, 
and another meeting is scheduled. [See 
related story on page 6.]

Susan Fischer of Infrastructure B 
clarified that the subcommittee’s respon-
sibilities do not include communication 
or the solid waste transfer station. Its 
concerns are rural infrastructure, elec-
tricity reliability and redundancy, and 
viewplane protection. The subcommit-
tee has been researching HELCO’s pro-
posed Kohala transmission line loop, as 
well as the company’s proposed plan to 
develop geothermal and its impact on 
North Kohala.

Collin Kaholo, reporting for the 
Affordable Housing subcommittee, said 
they are concentrating on an education 
program for families, so they can have 
their finances in order prior to applying 
for any housing program. Those who 
finish the program successfully will be 
certified, which will give them priority 
when they apply for certain loan pro-
grams or other housing programs such 
as Self-Help. A meeting about the pro-
gram is scheduled for Thursday, May 3. 
[See related story on page 9.]

During public comment, Toni With-
ington said a representative from the 
Open Space and Natural Resources 
Preservation Commission would like to 
make a presentation to the Action Com-
mittee regarding applications for land 
acquisition using the 2 percent land 
fund. The Commission nominates par-
cels for purchase to the County Coun-
cil. Gail Byrne Baber will be invited to 
address the AC at the May meeting.

The next meeting of the CDP Action 
Committee is scheduled for Monday, 
May 14, at 4:30 p.m. at the North Kohala 
Senior Center in Kapa`au. Public atten-
dance is encouraged and welcomed.

CDP Action Committee Discusses Changes in Meeting Times
By Lynda Wallach

Kohala High School 
pitcher and athletic 
standout Chyler Imai 
pitched a complete 

game in the Cowgirls’ 
home contest against 
Honoka`a April 17, 
while left fielder 

Jordelle Antonio and 
shortstop Danae Rivera 
prepared to field the 
ball. Kohala defeated 

Honoka`a 8-1, allowing 
only two hits. With a 

Winding It Up – Cowgirls Finish Regular Season on Top

—photo by Megan Solís
record of 9-3, the Cowgirls are in first place in BIIF Division II West after 
defeating Konawaena 9-6 on April 21. Kohala’s first semifinal match was 

Friday, April 27. Results were not available at press time.
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The largest
selection of 

quality hand- 
rolled cigars
on the Big

Island

Downtown Hawi
Next to Bamboo

889-0496

Mention this ad & receive 10% off

Licensed
& Insured

Window
Cleaning

Free
Estimates

• Mineral Stain Removal

• Commercial

• Residential

• New Construction

www.kohalawindowcleaning.com

Serving West Hawaii since 2006

Quality you can clearly trust

Greg Pobst
(808)443-3833

20%
KAMAAINA
DISCOUNTS

(12:00 - 3:00 and 
5:30 - 6:30 daily, 

dine in only)

Fresh Fish by the Pound
Brown Rice Daily

Come. . . Taste The Love!!!
12:00 - 3:00, 5:30 - 8:00 daily, (9 pm Fri/Sat)

(808) 889-5900

J. Lorenzo Construction
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turn-over time
• 28 years of experience 

     with projects done all
     over Kohala

• Residential, commercial,
  industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432

Beginning Saturday, May 5, `Iole is proud to present monthly “Walking in the 
Wild” meditation events, with resident teacher Gavin Harrison. Experience the 
beauty of the land on these guided silent hikes, offered the first Saturday of each 
month.

Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the Historic Bond Homestead, 53-496 `Iole Road, Kapa`au. 
By donation and all are welcome. 

Contact info@iolehawaii.com or the `Iole office at 889-5151 with any questions, 
or visit www.GavinHarrison.com to learn more.

Meditation Walks Offered at `Iole

Vacation Bible Camp at St. Augustine
St. Augustine Episcopal Church 

Vacation Bible Camp will be held June 4 
to 8, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at James Walker 
Hall. Five days of crafts, games, music, 
Bible discovery lessons, and more. No 
registration fee but limited enrollment 
so sign up early! Please contact Kathy 
Matsuda at 889-5801 to register. Please 
leave a message.

Okinawa Children’s Day 
Camp

Kohala Okinawa Kenjin 
Kai Children’s Day Camp’s 
theme is “Warabi Ashibi” 
(children at play.) Camp will 
run June 30 and July 1 at 
Hawi Jodo Mission for chil-
dren ages 7 to 13 years.

Learn to make and per-
form with an odaiko drum, 
do Okinawan cooking, make 
ice cream, learn karate, Oki-
nawan/Japanese crafts, 
plantation games, history, 
language. Those who have 
made an odaiko drum at 
past day camps may bring 
it to camp and take an advanced class.

Registration begins in May. $40 per 
child. $75 for two children and $110 for 
three children. Fee includes a t-shirt. 
Camp hours are June 30 from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m.; July 1 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Day 
Camp director is Melanie Matsuda.

For more information or to regis-
ter, contact Kathy Matsuda at 889-5801 
(home) or 895-2025 (cell).

Summer Teen Retreat Offered in 
North Kohala

Vipassana Hawaii, a nonprofit orga-
nization in Hawi, is offering its 2nd 

Sign Up Now for Summer Activities
Annual Teen Meditation and Camping 
Retreat from July 3 to 8. The retreat is 
open to teens aged 14 to 19.

Each day the teens participate in 
short meditation sessions, small group 
discussions, and fun workshops which 
help them to calm and focus the mind 
and build self-confidence. The retreat 
is offered in a camp-like setting on a 

beautiful piece of land in Kohala which 
overlooks the ocean. Teens do not need 
any experience with either mediation or 
camping in order to participate.

The fee is $375 with a $50 deposit 
needed to register. Thanks to some gen-
erous donations, several full and partial 
scholarships are available.

For more information contact Robyn 
at 889-0567; information@vipassana-
hawaii.org, or visit www.vipassanaha-
waii.org where you can also download 
a flyer. Or visit the website for partner 
organization, iBme, at www.ibme.info.

—photo courtesy of Kathy Matsuda
Cooking instructor Jean Matsuda teaches children 
how to make andagi, an Okinawan doughnut. This 
year children will be learning how to make udon 

noodles at the Okinawa Children’s Day Camp.

Create your own unique expression 
through the Art of Collage. The North 
Kohala Learning Center at Kenji’s will 
sponsor two sessions of three classes 
each with collage 
artist Rebecca Lux 
Parks. Techniques for 
creative inspiration, 
focus, and artistic 
composition will be 
explored.

Classes for the first 
session will be May 8, 
15, and 22, Tuesdays, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Cost is 
$55 per three class ses-
sion or $45 per session 
with early registration 
by May 4. The second 
session of classes will 
be May 29, June 5 
and 12. Registration 
is required; please 
contact Rebecca at (808) 333 -0721. All 
levels are welcome to come engage your 
senses and play with new ideas of art 
making.

The term collage derives from the 
French “coller” meaning “glue.” A col-
lage is a work of art made from an assem-
blage of different forms, thus creating a 
new whole. Collage art is a great venue 

Learning Center Offers Collage Workshops
for recycling old magazines, jewelry, 
and fun tidbits. Varied materials such as 
beautiful paper, newsprint, photographs, 
ribbons, and found objects can be used. 

The origins of collage 
can be traced back 
hundreds of years, but 
this technique made a 
dramatic reappear-
ance in the early 20th 
century as an art form 
of novelty. 

The North Kohala 
Learning Center will 
have a community 
art show for collage 
pieces at Kenji’s Gal-
lery; all ages wel-
come; $5 entry per 
piece. Opening night 

is Tuesday, June 19, 
5-7:30 p.m., and will 
run through July 12. 

To submit work: 987-3902.
Visit kohalalearning.org for more 

information about this exciting class 
as well as other current class offerings. 
The Roots Skate Park Art Show is now 
on exhibit at Kenji’s, and will be up 
through the end of May. Come check 
out the cool art, and support a wonder-
ful youth project in Kohala!

—photo courtesy of R.L. Parks
“Magic,” collage by R.L. Parks
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Yay!!  Happy Hour @
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

4:00 - 6:00Pupus  $4.oo
Kona Beer-Battered Crispy Onion Rings

Crispy Chicken Wings
Polenta with Creamy Pesto

Mac Nut Ceasar
Edamame

Risotto of the Day
Kalua Pork Quesadilla

Also:
Chicken Sate Pot Stickers $8.95

Calamari Strips $7.25
Thai Coconut Prawns $9.25

Suck ‘Em Up!
Well Drinks $4.50

Domestic Beer $2.50
Imported Beer $3.00

Kona Draft Beers $3.75

889-5555

Without a tree, a yard is bare;
Their beauty is your wealth.

Afford your trees the utmost care;
Maintain them in their health.

Professional Tree Trimming
& Removal

Chipping Services available

Warren Vignato

884-5036

Kohala High School principal 
Janette Snelling was one of 11 principals 
across the state who were selected as 
finalists for the 2012 Mas-
ayuki Tokioka Excellence 
in School Leadership 
Awards, underwritten by 
the Island Insurance Foun-
dation. The event is held 
to recognize public school 
principals who go above 
and beyond to make sure 
their schools provide high 
quality education for their 
students.

Mrs. Snelling was 
announced as a semi-
finalist, earning her a 
$2,000 award, during the 
Public Schools of Hawaii 
Foundation dinner in 
Honolulu on April 13. 
The grand prize winner, Debra Lindsey 
of Koloa Elementary School, received 
$10,000 for personal use and $15,000 for 
a school project.

Mrs. Snelling was no doubt a 
worthy finalist, returning to Kohala 
High School after serving as principal 

KHS Principal Snelling a Finalist for
School Leadership Award

By Jenna Nickl
Courtesy of Ka Leo Na `Opio

—photo courtesy of Bright Light 
Marketing

KHS Principal Janette 
Snelling

Kohala residents, especially those 
interested in becoming homeowners, 
are invited to a community meeting 
on Thursday, May 3, at 6:30 p.m. at St. 
Augustine Episcopal Church meeting 
hall to discuss affordable housing and 
hopefully raise sufficient support to 
sponsor a free Home Buyer Education 
Course in Kohala.

Since the advent of the North Kohala 
Community Development Plan, the 
Affordable Housing subcommittee has 
been actively pursuing the goal of creat-
ing more affordable housing in our com-
munity. “Affordable” or “low income” 
housing is a very complex subject typi-
cally addressed only by experienced 
housing developers and severely com-
pounded in North Kohala by the market 
value of appropriately zoned land.

After exploring the issue in depth, 
including working with the Hawaii 
Island Community Development Cor-
poration (HICDC), Habitat for Human-
ity, and the county Office of Housing 
and Community Development, our 

Want to Become a Homeowner? Learn How!
local committee has reached the fol-
lowing conclusion: Given that there are 
more “self-help housing” sites avail-
able in North Kohala from HICDC and 
that Habitat also requires that buyers be 
“qualified” in the near term, the most 
productive thing the committee can 
do is sponsor a certified “Home Buyer 
Education Course.” The course would 
help families connect with assistance 
programs, take control of their finances, 
and bridge the gap to affordability.

The Hawaii Community Federal 
Credit Union has agreed to co-sponsor 
the free, nine-hour course (typically on 
a Friday evening and Saturday), if the 
committee can demonstrate sufficient 
interest to justify the expense of bringing 
a certified instructor to North Kohala.

At the May 3 meeting, the group will 
discuss affordable housing, provide infor-
mation on becoming a “certified” home 
buyer, which substantially increases the 
chance of qualifying for Habitat or HICDC 
financing, and generate the support 
needed for a course here at home. Please 
come and learn what it takes in today’s 
economy to become a homeowner!

For more information, contact Collin 
Kaholo at 889-6726; Jack Hoyt at 889-
0349; or April Lee at 889-5505.

Commencement
Ceremonies Planned

Straight Shaft Trimmer Straight Shaft Trimmer

Original MSRP
$269.99

In-Store rebate applies on SRM 225 purchases 
made April 1 - June 30, 2012

• 21.2 cc professional grade,    
   2-stroke engine
• 59” straight shaft

• 23.9 cc engine 
• Heavy-duty, fixed-line
   trimmer head
• 2-year commercial warranty
• Blade Capable!

START RIGHT. START HERE.®
©2012 True Value® Company. All rights reserved.

SUNSHINE HARDWARE
Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:30

Saturday 8:00 - 5:00 Sunday 9:00 - 1:00
(808) 889-5371

Find the right products for your project and expert, local advice at True Value.

ONLY$249.99with in-store rebate

$359.99

Original MSRP 
$399.99

While Supplies 

Last

of Kohala Middle School for several 
years. The school this year has seen so 
many positive improvements in just 
her first year of being the principal. 
Her upbeat and youthful approach to 

administration is one 
that appeals to the high 
school students.

“I was very happy to 
see Mrs. Snelling return 
to the high school this 
year, and there have 
been a lot of positive 
changes,” stated Eng-
lish teacher Colleen 
Pasco.

The award is named 
in honor of the late Mas-
ayuki Tokioka, founder 
of Island Insurance Com-
pany, Ltd.

For more Kohala High 
School news, see www.
kaleonaopio.com.

Kohala Class of 2012 seniors are pre-
paring for graduation with two com-
mencement ceremonies this May.

Kohala High School graduation 
is Saturday, May 19, at 4 p.m. at the 
Hisaoka Gym, in Kamehameha Park 
in Kapa`au. Hawaii Preparatory Acad-
emy commencement ceremonies will be 
held at 10 a.m., Friday, May 25, in Castle 
Gymnasium at the school’s Upper 
Campus in Waimea.

HPA’s baccalaureate service will be 
held at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 24, 
in the school’s Davies Chapel.



—photo by Summer Dwyer
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Panasonic
C or D Battery

808-889-5906
aikanenursery@gmail.com

Tuesday - Saturday, by appointment

Specializing in Native Hawaiian
and Quality Landscape Plants

Coqui frog free

SALE ON PILI 
GRASS

    

   4000 4” pots - $1.99 each
Quantity discounts available

(heteropogon contortus)

North Hawai‘i Drug-Free Coalition
congratulates all graduates and

reminds parents and kids to
Take Time to Talk - Take Time to Listen

Saying “  NO” to Drugs and Alcohol is Easier than You Think.
Learn how at fivemountains.org/nhdfc

887-0756

Certified by IICRC • Licensed
 • Insured

•  Carpet Cleaning
    Oriental Rugs/Wool

•  Window Cleaning
    Hard Water Treatment

•  Stone Care

(808) 885-6352
Fax (808) 889-0161

flood911@hawaiiantel.net
www.shurmaintenance.com

DARRYL SHIMONO
P.O. Box 1848

Kamuela, HI  96743

Practicing their 3 R’s - REDUCE - 
REUSE - RECYCLE - the pre-school 
and kindergarten children from Kohala 
Montessori are once again collecting old 
phone books. Last year, the school’s col-
lection efforts netted over 1,000 phone 
books, earning the school second place 
and a $600 prize in the “Think Yellow, Go 
Green” phone book collecting contest.

You can help the school win first 
place this year by discarding unwanted 
phone books in collection boxes labeled 
with the school’s name and located at the 
Hawi Post Office, Takata Store, Kapa`au 
Post Office, Arakaki Store, Kohala Ele-
mentary and High schools. Phone books 
can also be brought directly to the pre-
school, which is located behind Naka-
hara Store. Organizations that have 
many phone books can call the school 
at 889-5131, and we will be happy to 
pick them up. The school is also collect-
ing old cell phones which they are recy-
cling. Money raised will be used for the 
school’s tuition assistance program for 
underserved children in Kohala.

Montessori Education Center of 
Hawaii is a state licensed, nonprofit, 
“green” preschool and kindergarten, 
serving children 2 to 7 years old in 
Hawaii since 1984. The school offers 
flexible and affordable preschool and 
kindergarten programs for children and 
families in Kohala. The school is consid-
ered ‘green’ because the children com-
post organic waste, reuse activity water 
for watering gardens, bring re-useable 
containers in their lunches, and recycle.

Applications are now being accepted 
for the 2012 Summer Hawaiiana Fun 
in the Sun Camp for Keiki 2 to 7 years 
of age. The six-week program starts 
June 11 and runs through July 20. Chil-

Saving the Earth, One Phone Book at a Time
dren will learn about our island home 
through music and movement, arts and 
crafts, gardening, field trips and out-
door fun with weekly units that include 
the birth of an island and volcano, the 
coral reef, plants, birds, and the voyage 
of the canoe.

Preschool Open Doors may help pay 
for preschool for children born in 2008. 
Special needs children born in 2009 are also 
eligible. Applications are only accepted 
March 1 thru April 30 for fall preschool 
funding. Contact PATCH/Open Doors 
at 322-3500 or download an application 
from www.patchhawaii.org. Application 
deadline is April 30. For more informa-
tion, call the school at 889-5131.

Kohala Montessori students want 
your old phone books! Back row, left 

to right: Elijah Parayno, Zachary 
Zandovskis and Kaleo Woods; middle 
row: Ariana Sibayan, Tyler Sulliban, 
Austin VanNguyen, Tita Terry; and 
front: Gabe Kennedy and Bethlyn 

Batha.

Easter in Kohala … A Time for Community
Photos by Elsie Carpio and Megan Solís

Kohala celebrated Easter in both 
sacred and secular ways. Following a 
soup supper, foot washing and prayer 
vigil on Maundy Thursday, celebrants 
marked Good Friday with a Prayer Walk 
from St. Augustine Episcopal Church 
to Hawi banyans, carrying a cross in 
remembrance of Christ’s crucifixion.

The day before Easter, keiki and 

their families enjoyed the annual Easter 
egg hunt and community celebration 
at Kamehameha Park, sponsored by 
Kohala Coalition Against Drugs. The 
free event featured crafts, games, enter-
tainment, food, and of course, every-
body’s favorite egg hunt.

The ecumenical Easter “Sonrise” ser-
vice, held at Mahukona on Easter Day, 
included worshipers from all of Koha-

la’s churches. The service was followed 
by a fellowship brunch.

The Easter celebration continued on 
April 16 when the Kohala Seniors Club 
celebrated with an Easter Hat Parade. 
Under the direction of Joan Ellen McFee, 
the seniors had a special workshop on 
hat decorating, and about 12 seniors 
participated. About 25 hat models, men 

and women, participated in the parade.
“It was funny and fun, cute and out-

rageous, beautiful and clever, and every-
one had a good time,” said club president 
Kealoha Sugiyama. “The importance 
of every senior activity is in the partici-
pation versus doing it for the prize. So, 
everyone was recognized for their par-
ticipation and given a token gift.”

One of the more somber events 
during Holy Week was the 

Prayer Walk in remembrance of 
the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 
Participants took turns carrying 

the cross from St. Augustine 
Episcopal Church to Hawi 

banyans.

Keiki, with a little encouragement 
from Mom and Dad, had their own 

hunt for plastic, candy-filled eggs and 
fresh fruit, provided by the Kohala 

Lions Club.

Joan 
Ellen 

McFee, 
in bunny 

ears, 
takes 

the mic 
at the 
Senior 
Club’s 

Ellen 
Kato 
and 

Harry 
Cabrera 
pose in 
their 

special 
Easter 
hats.

An ecumenical “Sonrise” service was 
held at Mahukona on Easter morning. 

The event was coordinated by the 
members of the Kohala Ministerial 
Association representing six local 

churches.hat parade as Mamo Shontell looks on.

Five-
year-old 
Daysha 
Tayan 

gets her 
face 

painted 
by a 

Kohala 
High 

School student at the annual Easter 
celebration.

\

]



Page 11The Kohala Mountain NewsApril 28, 2012

Take-out
889-0208

CSC CAFE
Local Food

Open daily
6:00 am – 9:00 pmplay@hawigallery.com

www.hawigallery.com
206-452-3697

All ages
All levels

FREE UKULELE 
WORKSHOP

Third Thursday
Every Month

 6 PM

ART & UKULELES

Kohala
Country Adventures Guesthouse

808-889-5663
Host: Bobi Moreno

Family and
   Personal Retreats,
      Seminars and Workshops

www.kcadventures.com 
getaway@pixi.com
KAMA`AINA SPECIALS

The 6th Annual Trash Bash Art Show 
opened April 21 at the Kava Kafe with tre-
mendous enthusiasm. There were 30 art 
entries showcasing a variety of creative 
materials ranging from aluminum foil 
to old golf clubs. Some attend-
ees dressed in their finest trash. 
Music by David Link & Solomon 
filled the air to help set the stage.

This year’s first place 
winner was created by Alvita 
Soleil, titled, “The Mind of 
Shesha.” In it Alvita utilized 
over 35 different materials to 
depict her water dragon. She 
noted that going into the mind 
of this water dragon was fun 
and exciting as it came to life. 
Second place was awarded to 
Karen Alexander for her piece 
“Out of My Hands.” Karen 
used old work gloves, numer-
ous plastic containers and vari-
ous other discarded plastics. 
She wanted to do a statement 
piece about how easy unwanted plas-
tic waste piles up. Tim Dubitsky won 
third place for his unique piece that was 
created from recycled newspaper, beet 
juice, egg cartons, wire and seeds. His 
piece is titled, “Wallpaper.”

The show will run through the end of May 
Upstairs at the Mill at the Kava Kafe. Come 
take a look and get inspired for next year!

The Trash Bash organizing commit-
tee is thankful to ALL the artists who 

Trash to Treasure
“heard the call” and came out to show us 
how everyday trash can be transformed 
into art. They’d also like to extend a BIG 
MAHALO to the following support-
ers for making this year’s event a big 
success: WasteStream, Waimea Instant 

Printing, Just Macnuts, Elements Jew-
elry and Gifts, Kohala Coffee Mill and 
Upstairs at The Mill, Kava Kafe, Clau-
dette Smith, Janet and Kelsie Killerman, 
Julie Miller, Marion Tompkins, Kathie 
Babben, Christi Morgan, and the North 
Kohala Community Resource Center.

Alvita Soleil with her winning entry,
“The Mind of Shesha”

www.kohalamountainnews.com
KMN Now Online

North Kohala’s David Gomes and J. 
Kelly Dunn each earned awards at the 
20th Annual Hawai`i Forest Industry Asso-

Gomes, Dunn Win Awards at Hawaii’s Woodshow

—photos by Hal Lum
David Gomes’ first place 

winner: Kaulana Ke 
Kuahiwi

J. Kelly Dunn earned honorable 
mention for his Black Heart Mango 

Series.

c i a t i o n ’ s 
H a w a i i ’ s 
Woodshow, 
held in 
H o n o l u l u 
in April.

G o m e s 
took first 
place in 
the musical 
instrument 
category for his guitar, “Kaulana Ke Kuahiwi.”

Dunn earned an honorable mention for his Black 
Heart Mango Series.

Only art pieces crafted predominately from 
Hawai`i-grown woods are displayed at Hawaii’s 
Woodshow as part of its endeavor to encourage 
and strengthen appreciation for sustainable forestry 
through the planting of native species. Endangered 
woods and certain rare species are prohibited. Many 
of the pieces are for sale.

As many in the community know, 
Kohala Elementary School revived its 
garden program last year.

We are now coming to the end of our 
second year with great success! With 
much community support, parent and 
teacher involvement and student enthu-
siasm, we have seen our garden grow 
into an invaluable part of the school 
experience for our Kohala kids. Each 
week, nearly every one of the 400 ele-
mentary students comes to the garden 
during the regular school day.

Not only do they have an outdoor 
classroom in which to learn the STEM 
subjects and practice pono behavior, but 
also an opportunity to get down and 
dirty and use their bodies. Their time in 

Second Year of Discovery Garden Brings Growth
By Star Baker the garden gives them hands-on knowl-

edge of growing their own food, from 
soil to table. We are growing our base 
of sustainability here in Kohala in these 
wonderful and insightful students!

This year we have expanded from 
about 1,000 square feet to over two acres 
of fenced garden space; installed a small 
fruit tree orchard; expanded our gather-
ing area where we envision future May 
Day celebrations and supported the 
fourth grade in their kalo mala project.

Students were also able to experi-
ence animals in the garden with our 
hosting of Mr. Aiona’s chickens and the 
Baker family’s pigs, Wilbur and Oinky. 
Harvests have been taken back to class 
where students prepared and ate the 
food they grew (salad party!) or inter-

ested students were able to take home 
to enjoy. With the health of our soil 
improving, we envision a student-run 
farmer’s market next year. Stay tuned!

It is only through the support of the 
community that we have gotten this far. 
We would like to thank our contributors 
who have donated materials or time to 
make this program possible by invit-
ing them to our end of the year garden 
assembly on the last day of school, May 
24, from 12 to 12:30 p.m.

Thanks to the following support-
ers who are cordially invited to attend: 
Brooks Thomas; Dave at Organa Grow; 

Jim Trump and Ian Yamamoto at Island 
Harvest; Ming Wei; Richard Liebman; 
Kathie Pomeroy; Eva Conway; John 
Baker; Joy Alflier; Jason Cox at Vetiver 
Farms Hawaii; Nancy Redfeather; Jerry 
Williams; Papa Ching and Family; Don-
ovan and Sammy Aiona; Ashlie Stone; 
Liz Bauer; Patricia Benjamin; Arnie 
Klaus; Kohala Lions Club: John Watter-
son, Nelson Bruno, Jimmy Keyes; Kumu 
Keala Ching; Hermann Fernandez and 
William Shontell. Mahalo Nui Loa.

And from “Aunty” Star to the kids at 
Kohala Elementary, hugs and high fives 
for all of you.

Why not take Mom out for a Mother’s Day breakfast? The Kohala Lions Club 
hosts its annual Mother’s Day Breakfast on Saturday, May 13, from 7to 10 a.m. at 
the Kohala High School cafeteria. Take your mom, aunties, and grandma out for 
breakfast, which includes pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, fried rice, fruits and 
coffee and is available for dine in or take out.

Tickets are only $6 and available from any Kohala Lions Club member.

Don’t Forget Mom - Mother’s Day Is May 13

Story and photo by Beth Bohn
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Jello Pudding
Instant, Sugar-free, Cook 
‘n’ Serve

2/1 99

.9 - 3.4 oz.       

    Delmonte Ketchup, 24 oz.                                           2/2 19

    Delmonte Peas or Cut Green Beans, 14 - 15 oz.            2/2  19
     Coral Chunk Light Tuna, 5 oz.                                             4/3 99

    Diamond Bakery Saloon/Cream Crackers, 8 - 9 oz.            3 19

    Diamond Bakery Soda Crackers, 13 oz.                             3 49

    Diamond Bakery Graham/Salty Crackers, 9.5 oz.                     3 19

    Golden Grain Elbow Macaroni/Spaghetti, 16 oz.                    3/4 99

    Diamond Chopped Walnuts, 8 oz.                                   4 19

    Emerald Dry Roast Peanuts, 16 oz.                                   3 29

    Jello Gelatin, .3 - 3 oz.                                                   89¢
    Baker’s Angel Flake Coconut, 7 oz.                               3/4 99

    Sunmaid Raisins, 12 oz.                                                              2 49

    Jif Peanut Butter, 18 oz.                                                  3 19

    Cap’n Crunch Cereal, 13 - 14 oz.                                   2/6 99

    Libby Corn Beef, 12 oz.                                                   4 69  
    Lion Coffee, no decaf., 10 oz.                                               4 99

    Mum’s Mushrooms, pieces & stems, 5.5 oz.                    1 59

    Shirakiku Tempura Batter, 10 oz.                                     1 39

    Shirakiku Bamboo Shoots Tips, 8.5 oz.                              1 19

    Shirakiku Furikake, 1.5 - 1.9 oz.                                    3 39

    Shirakiku Tomo Shiraga Somen, 8 oz.                           2/1 29

    Sapporo Ichiban Ramen, 3.5 oz.                                  3/1 99

    Nabisco Premium Crackers, 9 - 16 oz.                             2 99

   Planter’s Sunflower Nuts, 5.85 oz.                                    1 59

   Sanka Instant Coffee, 8 oz.                                                              5 99

   Western Family Oatmeal, 42 oz.                                       2 99

   Van Camp Pork ‘n’ Beans, 15 oz.                                  2/1 89                                                 

   Western Family Sugar, 16 oz.                                        2/2 39

   Western Family Hot Cocoa Mix, 10 ct.                             1 79

   Western Family Pitted Olives, 6 oz.                             2/2 99 
           

Diamond G
Rice
20 lbs.

10 99

SALE PRICES GOOD MAY 2 THRU MAY 15

STORE

Natural Foods

   Annie Chun’s Noodle Bowls, 8.67 oz.                            2/5 00

   Annie’s Dressings, 12 oz.                                                2 69

   Blue Diamond Crackers, 4.25 oz.                                 2/4 00     
   Kashi Cold Cereals, 14 - 15 oz.                                    2/7 00

   Sun Butter Natural Spreads, 16 oz.                                 6 19
     Kettle Baked Potato Chips, 4 oz.                                    2 79

Meats
   Island Range Fed Boneless Top Sirloin Steak, per lb.        6 99

   USDA Boneless Chuck Steak, per lb.                                5 39

   Frozen Pork Butt, bone in, per lb.                                  1 89
     Foster Farm Value Pack Chicken Thighs, per lb.              1 99

Dairy
     Meadow Gold Drinks, 1/2 gal.                                      4/5 00
     Meadow Gold Yogurts, 6 oz.                                         2/1 99
     Meadow Gold Novelty Ice Cream Bars, 6 pk.                   2 79
    Meadow Gold Cottage Cheese, 16 oz.                             2 99       
     Big Island Poultry Grade A Large Eggs, Mainland Shell
       Protected, per dozen                                                 2 29  

Dasani Water
24 pk. - 500 ml.  

2/7 99
Select Types

Totino
Party Pizza

9  - 10.8 oz. 3/4 99

Best Foods
Mayonnaise

30 oz.       
2/8 99

Grocery

Wesson Oil
All Types

48 oz. 4 49

Ice Cream

6 89

Meadow Gold

4 qt.

CapriSun Ready 
to Drink

2/6 00
10 pk.

   Aloha Shoyu, reg./lite, 64 oz.                                     2/10 99 

   Campbell’s Chicken Noodle Soup, 10 oz.                      2/1 99     
   Delmonte Fruit Cocktail/Peaches, 29 - 30 oz.                         1 99

   Delmonte Tomato Sauce, 8 oz.                                           2/99¢
   Delmonte Pineapple Juice, 46 oz.                                           2 19

All Types
Family Entree

26 - 27 oz.       

Banquet

2/8 99

Tyson Chicken

5-lb. box       
6 99

Thighs

1/2 gal.

Meadow Gold

1 79

Fruit Nectars

Flavor Pac
Frozen

Blueberries
16 oz.        4 49

Ocean Garden

31 - 35
5 lb.       27 99

Shrimp

Powerade
Drinks

32 oz.  10/7 99

Coca Cola 12-pk 
Cans

4  99

All Types
12 oz.

Mama Bella Garlic
  Bread
14 oz.       

3 69

Reg/Parmesan

Banquet Fried 
Chicken

28 oz.

7 69

All Types

4 59

Marie Callender 
Dinners

13 - 21  oz.       
Select Types

Maxwell House 
Coffee  

33 - 35 oz.
9 99

Eggo Waffles

2 99

Select Types
12.3 oz.
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Kraft Grated 
Parmesan

8 oz.
4 29

Magic Flake
Sandwich Crackers 

10.58 oz 1 89

Roxy Coconut Milk

13.5 oz. 1 39  

Nissin
Top Ramen

5.29 oz.       5/159

Malt o Meal 
Dyno Cereal
12 oz. 2/4 99

Taco Bell 
Taco shells

12 ct.
1 99

Taco Bell 
Salsa

16 oz.
2/4 99

mild or medium

Roxy Sliced
Shiitake

3 oz. 2 59

Tyson Chicken 

25 - 28 oz. 9 29

Popcorn, Buffalo, 
Crispy Strips or 

Bites

15 oz.       3 19

California Girl 
Imitation Abalone

Farmer Brand 
Peanuts

10 oz.   1 99

Ocean Spray 
Cranberry Cocktail

64 oz. 3 59

C & H
Granulated Sugar 

4 lb.     3 19

Nissin Super
Noodle Meal Bowls

4.3 oz.       129

Pop Secret
Popcorn

3 ct. 2 29



 `

  Wolfschmidt Vodka, 1.75 liter                                      11 99

  Bacardi Rum, 750 ml.                                                                  12 49

  Jose Cuervo, 750 ml.                                                         15 59

  Smirnoff Vodka, 750 ml.                                                             12 99

  Early Time, 750 ml.                                                      8 39

  Crown Royal, 750 ml.                                                   22 99

   Head Cabbage, per lb.                                                  69¢
   Potatoes, loose, per lb.                                                99¢
   Granny Smith Apples, per lb.                                        1 79
     Amano Kamaboko, 6 oz.                                               1 99

The Kohala Mountain News Page 13April 28, 2012

Takata Store  •  889-5261  •  Mon. - Sat., 8 a.m. - 7 p.m.  •  Sun. 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

9 oz.

Oscar Mayer 
Deli Shave 

Meats

8 - 10 oz. 2/5 99

   Angel Soft Double Roll Bath Tissue, 6 ct.                       4 59

   Sparkle Paper Towel, single roll                                  2/2 49

   Chinet Lunch Plates, 36 ct.                                          3 39

   Dawn Liquid, 24 oz.                                                     3 99

   Ivory Soap, 4 ct.                                                           2 59    
     Sun Laundry Detergent, 188 oz.                                      9 79

   Friskies Catfood, 5.5 oz.                                            2/1 39

   Western Family Cat Food, 3.5 lb.                                   3 99  
     Saran Wrap Cling Plus, 200 sq. ft.                                   2 19
     Raid Ant & Roach Killer, 17.5 oz.                                    3 99

   Ziploc Storage Bags, gal., 15 - 20 ct.                              3 19
     Ziploc Sandwich Bags, 120 ct.                                        3 19

Frank’s Foods
Portuguese Sausage

12 oz.         3 39

Frank’s Foods

16 oz. 3 39

Frankfurters

Freezer/Deli
  Farmbest Butter, 16 oz.                                                 3 49

  Bays English Muffins, 6 ct.                                             3 19

  Hormel Ham Patty, 12 oz.                                              2 89

  Athenos Hummus, 12 oz.                                                2 69

  Yoplait Yogurt, 4 - 6 oz.                                              2/1 89   
   Country Crock Mini Tubs, 2/8 oz.                                         2 59

  House Premium Tofu, 14 oz.                                           1 99

  Pillsbury Buttermilk Biscuits, 7.5 oz.                            2/ 1 25

  Bailey Ground Pork, 16 oz.                                              2 99

  Birds Eye Steam Fresh Vegetables, 12 oz.                         2 59

  Marie Callendar Pot Pie, 7 oz.                                                  3 99

  Chef America Hot Pockets, 4 oz.                                 2/2 39

  Inland French Fries, 32 oz.                                            3 29

  El Monteray Burritto, 8 ct.                                                                                       4 39

  Marie Callender Pies, chocolate, banana, coconut, 28 - 38 oz.      9 49

  Mays Beef Patties, 32 oz.                                                9 99

  Morning Star Grillers, Patties, Links, Strips, 5 - 8 oz.        4 79

  Pierre Sandwiches, 6 - 7 oz.                                                     2 59

  Wes Pac Okra, 16 oz.                                                            2 19

  Tyson Boneless, Skinless Tenderloins, 2.5 lb.                   8 99
   Tyson Boneless, Skinless Thighs, 40 oz.                           7 99
   Tyson Cornish Game Hens, 20 oz.                                   3 79

  Silhouette Skinny Cow assorted sandwiches & bars, 6 ct.     5 69

  S&S Saimin, `Ohana Pack, 9 ct.                                       5 69

  Smuckers Uncrustables, 4/2 oz.                                       2 69

  Frozen Mussels, 1/2 shell, 2 lb.                                       7 99
    Koikoi White Crab Sections, 2 lb.                                   9 19
    IQF EZ Peel Strimp, 31 - 40 ct./2 lb.                               12 49

  Zippy Meals, 20 - 24 oz.                                                   6 59

Non Foods

   Heineken, 12 pk., bottles                                             14 99

   Corona, 12 pk., bottles                                                14 79

   Steinlager, 12 pk., bottles                                            11 49

   Coors, 18  pk., bottles or cans                                      15 99

   Natural Beer, 24 pk., cans                                            16 99

   Becks, 12 pk., bottles                                                  12 49

   Budweiser, 18 pk., bottles                                           15 99

   Yellowtail Wine, 750 ml.                                               5 99

   Fetzer Wine, 750 ml.                                                        6 99

   Rex Goliath, 750 ml.                                                     2/ 9 99

   Woodbridge Wine, 1.5 liter                                              11 99

Beer/Wine/Liquor

Produce

Pepsi 24-pk. 
cans

8 99

Di Giorno

   6 99

Rising Crust 
Pizza

11.5 in.
Select Types

Pepsi 2-liter 
Bottle

3/4 99

14 oz. 3 39

Haagen Dazs Ice 
Cream

Kraft Shredded
Cheese

8  oz.       

2/6 99

Cool Whip

1 798  oz.

Whipped Topping
All Types

Dynasty Jasmine 
Rice

5 lb.      5 79
White or Brown

Hickory Ridge 
Country Bacon

16 oz.    2/6 99

Oscar Mayer 
Turkey Franks

16 oz.
2/3 99

All Types
24 oz. 4 49

Hearth Bread

Suave Shampoo/
Conditioner 
22.5 oz.       2 15

250 ml. 3 49

Pro Health Dental 
Rinse

8 ct. 3 49

Gourmet Hamburger Buns
reg. or onion

3 ct. 3 39

Haagen Dazs Ice 
Cream Bars

1.5 oz. 2 15

Secret
Deodorant

Nabisco

  3 299.5 - 14 oz.

Chips Ahoy
Assorted

JFC Korean Nori

1 253 pk.

Wel Pac Chuka 
Soba

6 oz.      1 69

Kikkoman
Soy or Teriyaki 

Sauce
1.25 qt.      5 99

IIDA Ume

10.58 oz.      3 99

Calbee Chips

1 69
2.82 - 4 oz. 

Kraft Singles

10.7 - 12 oz.       

2/6 99
All types Jutran Banana 

Sauce
1 5911 oz.

Tentay Patis
Fish Sauce

25.6 oz. 2 79

Robitussin
4 oz.    5 39

Regular

4 oz.    5 69
DM: CF

Trader’s Choice 
Dried Shrimp

3 09
1 oz.

Sam Choy’s 
Dressing

3 99
12 oz.

Stayfree Maxi 
Pads

16 - 24 ct.    
 3 79

Shelly Senbei

5.29 oz. 2 69
7.8 oz.       1 89

Sun Butane

0.5 oz. 5 29

Plus Pain Relief

Nabisco
Crackerfuls

6 - 6.25 oz. 3 29

Keoki Lau Lau

3 ct. 9 89

Chicken or Pork



The core artist members of the 
collective known as the Living Arts 
Gallery will be showcasing some 
exciting new artwork in a group 
show, “Elemental Magic of Hawaii,” 
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55-3339 Akoni Pule Hwy.
Hawi  96719
808-884-5400

Joe Sedillo
Color and Design Specialist

Fusion 
S A L O N

Shige’s Service 
Station

Phone 889-5211

Gas, Auto Repair
& Service

for your auto needs

Call Harold or Darren
(DCC Repair)

Great service
at self-serve prices

We pump your gas for you!

B l u e g r a s s 
Jack is a new 
musical group 
in Kohala con-
sisting of Jack 
Tottle, Anne 
Pontius, Lala 
Power, Steve 
Ryan, and Chris 
Wej. It currently 
performs blue-
grass music on 
the first Sat-
urday of each 
month, from 
11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. at the 
Nanbu Court-
yard Cafe in 
Kapa`au.

The group 
will also be 
featured—along with country singer 
Paul Ryan—at the Kohala Hospital 
Charitable Foundation’s “Beer, Boots, 
Brats and Barbeque” event at Kahua 
Ranch, April 28. [For more information, 
see story on page 6.]

The organizer of the group—man-
dolinist, singer and songwriter, Jack 
Tottle—is the recently retired founder 
and director of East Tennessee State 
University’s Bluegrass, Old Time and 
Country Music Program in Johnson 
City, Tenn. Among Jack’s many former 
students are country music superstar 
Kenny Chesney, and present and former 
members of Alison Krauss and Union 
Station.

Previously, Jack Tottle’s band Tasty 
Licks provided the first professional 
performing and recording experience 
for several talented musicians including 
banjo prodigy, Béla Fleck. Jack has writ-
ten numerous articles for national music 
magazines and is also the author the 
best-selling instruction book, “Bluegrass 
Mandolin.” His most recent CD, “The 
Bluegrass Sound” has been reviewed 
enthusiastically by publications across 
the United States and internationally.

The other members of Bluegrass Jack 
are singers and guitarists Anne Pontius 
and Lala Power, U-bass player Chris 

Bluegrass Music in Kohala--Bluegrass Jack

Wej, and banjo player Steve Ryan. Anne 
plays guitar and mandolin and enjoys 
singing harmony. Lala, a resident of 
North Kohala for 25 years, has been a 
music teacher at Kohala Elementary 
School, a member of the Almost Aca-
ppella singing group and director of 
the North Kohala Community Chorus. 
Chris has retired from the environmen-
tal contracting business he founded 
on O`ahu 30 years ago. Steve, a retired 
environmental scientist, has worked as 
far north as Alaska, as far south as the 
South Pole and, more recently—for 22 
years—on Mauna Loa.

The group performs primarily songs 
and instrumental pieces written by Jack 
as well as traditional bluegrass songs. 
One of the band’s favorite pieces, how-
ever, has a distinctly local connection.

“We love playing ‘Kohala March,’” 
says Jack. “As many folks know, it was 
written by Henri Berger, the founder 
and first director of the Royal Hawaiian 
Band. As far back as 1877 Berger con-
ducted King Kamehameha V’s band. 
Sol Ho`opi`i’s wonderful steel guitar 
recording of the piece inspired us to 
learn it!”

For additional information on 
Bluegrass Jack, call Jack Tottle at 889-
6290.

—photo by Lin Tottle
Bluegrass Jack is, back row, from left: Steve Ryan, Jack Tottle, 

and Chris Wej; front row, from left: Lala Power and Anne 
Pontius.

A grand reopening ceremony for Keokea Beach Park pavilion and park grounds 
is planned for Saturday, May 12, at 10 a.m. Mayor Billy Kenoi will officiate. The 
ceremony will be followed by a potluck. Attendees are asked to bring a main dish 
and drinks. For more information about the celebration, contact Sarah at 889-0590 
or Cilla at 889-0903.

The pavilion has been closed since 2006 due to earthquake damage. It has been 
rebuilt from the ground up, using the original design, at a cost of $1 million.

The pavilion has a capacity of 146 persons, with a new kitchen attached.
Reservations for the pavilion from Kohala residents will be accepted at Hisaoka 

Gym recreation office, beginning May 1 through 10, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. Reserva-
tions must be made in person.

From May 14, reservations will be accepted for the general public. Call 889-6505 
for reservation information.

Keokea Beach Park Grand Reopening May 12

The Hawai`i Police Department will 
hold a community meeting on Tues-
day, May 15, from noon to 2 p.m. at the 
Kohala Intergenerational Center, behind 
Hisaoka Gymnasium, in Kamehameha 
Park.

The purpose of the meeting is to 
allow the public to meet the Police 
Department’s command staff and to 
discuss concerns with the police chief 
and commanders who oversee police 
operations in the Kohala District.

This Kohala event continues the 

Police Community Meeting Set for May 15
district community meetings, which 
are rotated throughout the eight police 
districts on the Big Island. To aid police 
commanders in focusing on specific 
concerns, it is requested that participa-
tion be limited to persons who live or 
work in the Kohala District.

Those interested in participating but 
unable to attend may call Capt. Albert 
Jason Cortez at 889-6540, stop by the 
Kohala police station in Kapa`au, or 
e-mail their concerns or comments to 
copsysop@hawaiipolice.com.

Living Arts Gallery Opens ‘Magical’ New Show
during the month of May.

The show will be held at the 
Living Arts Gallery, located on the 
main street of Hawi at 55-3435 Akoni 
Pule Hwy.

Artist members Connie Firestone, 
Ken Coulling, John Hart, Ilmar Rein-
vald, Peter Antrim Kowalke, Melody 
Moore, Karen Spachner, Maggie Fro-
hmader, Ginger Sandell, and Mary Sky 
Schoolcraft invite the public to come 
and explore the magical and mysterious 
in their new works of art. Their work 
ranges from the abstract to the figura-
tive, from the whimsical to the sublime. 
Come and see if they have captured 
your idea of what makes Hawaii such a 
special place to live.

For more information visit the gal-
lery’s website at www.livingartsgallery.
net, or call the gallery at 889-0739.

—photo courtesy of Living Arts Gallery

“November Skies at Ni`uli`i”, oil on 
canvas, by Mary Sky Schoolcraft

The

889~5077

Hair Spectrum

Next to Aloha Gas Station

Open: Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30
Sat   9 - 3

Family Salon

Tuesday - Sunday 11-5
315-1542

Kapa`au - Next to Kenji’s House

Fish ‘n’ Chips
Fish Tacos
Ahi Poke

made from locally caught fish
Gourmet Hot Dogs
Vegetarian items

Acai Bowls
Fruit Smoothies
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Ohana Lim Style Cafe
Local Cuisine

Served with Aloha

Every Friday Night — Only $18.95

Across from Kamehameha Park
889-5288

Full menu, including fresh fish daily

Open daily at 11:00, except Sunday

Prime Rib and Seafood
Dinner Specials

Computer Teaching for
children, teens, and adults

AV COMPUNET
Computer Services

• Computer Repair
• Wire & Wireless Network

Installation
• Data Backup & Recovery

• Virus Removal
• Adware & Spyware Removal

Call me @ 889-0844

Kohala Tax LLC
L i c e n s e d  b y  t h e  U S  Tr e a s u r y  D e p a r t m e n t

•Tax Preparation & Planning •IRS/ State Tax Problem Resolution • Offer in 
Compromise •New Business Set Up • Bookkeeping • Payroll Services

 Hana Kuwabara
Anderson, EA, MBA

KOHALA TOWN CENTER IN KAPA’AU 
987-6762 • hana@kohalataxllc.com

Happy New Year!  

P  Book Keeping Up-To-Date?
P  Taxes Paid Up?
P  Paper Work Complete? 
P  Invest For The Future?

It’s that time again when students 
practice hula, families make lei, teach-
ers collaborate, and talented cultural 
practitioners volunteer their time and 
knowledge to keep an important local 
tradition alive. It’s time for May Day in 
North Kohala.

Many residents have distinct memo-
ries of early Kohala May Day celebra-
tions. “Before, all students K through 
12 had May Day together in the 
Honomaka`u gym. The little kids would 
be on the floor. We all fit,” said Leonard 
Shim, Jr., known as Uncle Laddie, who is 
part of a trio working for the ninth year 
with our high school May Day Court.

Uncle Laddie is in charge of court 
protocol, while the kumu of Halau Hula 
Kalaniumi `A Liloa, Aunty Kau`i Rox-
burgh Nakamura and Uncle Michael 
Matsu, help students select and learn 
their hula. All three are friends with a 
common passion: to sustain Hawaiian 
and local cultural traditions.

“Students need to know about their 
heritage and island history,” shared 
Aunty Kau`i, who assisted her mom, 
Kumu Pat Roxburgh, from 1996 as 
“Po`o Pua`a” (head pig) until her mom 
became ill in 2004. Kau`i revitalized the 
halau in 2005 with her mom’s blessings, 
and has been teaching ever since.

“Hula for me is special because 
you tell your story from within. I’m in 
another world when I dance,” mentions 
Kau`i when asked why she teaches hula 
and volunteers each year for May Day. 
“In the past, budget cutbacks were forc-

May Day – A Tradition Perpetuated by Many
By Randee Golden ing our schools to consider stopping 

May Day. We weren’t about to give 
up this important part of our culture,” 
Aunty Kau`i explained.

Michael Matsu, who has worked 
with Kau`i for the past 11 years, also 
has a long history of dance. At a very 
young age, Michael performed at hotel 
luau with Kohala’s “songbirds” of the 
time—Vivian Moku, the late Louisa 
Matsu (Michael’s Aunty) and the late 
Millie Moniz. Uncle Michael helps 
choreograph dances and has expertise 
in hair and makeup. “I like seeing the 
achievements and accomplishments of 
the youth,” expressed Michael, when 
asked why he teaches hula.

Laddie Shim became committed 
to preserving Hawaiian culture when 
he served as High Chief for the 1976 
Hawai`i Island Aloha Week Festi-
vals Royal Court under the direction 
of `Iolani Luahine, known as the last 
authentic royal court dancer.

“Everyone on the Court was from 
Kohala, which was special. Aunty 
`Iolani taught the court how to move 
as one,” explained Laddie, who teaches 
court history, protocols, and traditions 
of the 19th century.

Kalai Kaitoku, Jennifer Keawe, and 
Cheri Atkins are another trio who have 
taken on May Day kuleana (responsibil-
ity) by working on this year’s middle 
school program. All are dancers who 
have a passion to perpetuate their cul-
ture. The theme “I Ka Pono” (Towards 
the Rightness) was chosen to reinforce 
the school’s efforts to establish a new 

culture-based Advisory Program that 
promotes pono, doing what is right, as 
a guiding principle.

Chants have also been taught to 
middle school students this semester 
by Renee Gonsalves, who is the main 
person responsible for the elementary 
May Day performances. Aunty Renee 
works part time for the Hawaiian Stud-
ies program and meets each week with 
kindergarten through fifth-grade classes 
to teach Hawaiian culture. A student of 
Kumu Hula Pua Case for over 20 years, 
Renee shared that she loves working 
with youth as it helps her constantly 
learn. The theme for this year’s elemen-
tary programs is “Ano`ai Kealoha ~ 
Greetings with Love.”

The traditions of May Day are alive 
and well due to dedicated volunteers 
(many unmentioned yet truly appreci-
ated), teachers who go the extra mile, 
and school leaders committed to help-
ing Kohala’s youth experience cultural 
traditions. Students as well as commu-
nity members benefit each year as we all 
get to enjoy the beautiful expressions of 
aloha from Kohala’s youth. Mahalo nui 
loa for everyone’s efforts!

Kohala May Day Schedule:
Monday, April 30 - High School
   Program (Gym) - 1 p.m. and 6 p.m.
Tuesday, May 1 - Elementary
   Programs (Gym) - 9 a.m., Grades   
   Pre-K-2; 12:30 p.m., Grades 3-5
Wednesday, May 2 - Middle School 
  Program (Halaula Field) -10:15 a.m.

Sculptor Sean Browne has been offi-
cially selected for Kohala Elementary 
School’s $75,000 Art in Public Places 
Grant awarded by the Hawaii State 
Foundation on Culture & the Arts.

Browne is a Big Island (Hilo/Kame-
hameha Schools) artist who has created 
several significant sculptures around the 
state, including the Mahiole, (helmet), 
at the Kona International Airport, and 
recently spent two weeks sharing his 
mana`o (thought) with students and 
staff on campus. He will lead the design 
and creation of a permanent sculpture 
to be placed fronting the office for all to 
see, interact with, and learn from in the 
spring of 2014.

KES Selects Sculptor 
for Arts Project

By Rose Mae Watterson

—photo by Tom Morse
Sean Browne has been selected 
to create a sculpture at Kohala 

Elementary.

With only four weeks of school left to 
go, Kohala Middle School students con-
tinue to thrive and achieve. Here’s what 
they’ve been up to:

Physical fitness was foremost for the 
KMS track and field team. Team mem-
bers, coached by David Austin and 
Jason Muse, participated in three meets 
at Konawaena High School in February, 
including the Hershey National Track 
and Field Qualifying meet. Members 
were Angel Ramos, Briana Harrison, 
Cayson Carlos-Ellazar, Chance Pang, 

Kohala Middle School Students On A Roll!By Wendy Nickl
Chance Souze, Chase Kalua`u, Deon 
Seidel-Glory, Eamon Smith, Gabriella 
Boyle, Isaiah Moreno, Isaiah Villacorte-
Caravalho, Joshua Page, Kahoalii Lewis, 
Kaid Nickl, Kainalu Emeliano-Solomon, 
Kainan Paro, Kaliko DelaCruz, Nainoa 
Carvalho, Nathan Carvalho, Tayvon 
Santiago, Tehvyn Isabel, Skylar Noel, 
Zaz Matsu, Zeex Abellera, Kyle Morin, 
Anaiyah Tabiolo, and Symphony Kaua-
noe. Many placed well in their events.

Savannah Cochran, eighth grader, 
placed first in the KMS Geography Bee 

and competed in the Hawaii National 
Geographic Bee on O`ahu on March 
30. To qualify, Savannah not only won 
the school Geo Bee, she also passed 
the qualifying test, submitted to the 
National Geographic Society. As a semi-
finalist, Savannah competed against 
other school-level winners at Leeward 
Community College Theatre.

Kohala Middle School recently held 
its annual Science Fair. The grade level 
winners were Maya Anderson, grade 
six, with her project titled, “How Can 

We Stop African Snails?” The grade 
seven winner was Tanya Adams, and 
her project was called “Does All Water 
Sustain Life Equally?” Geography Bee 
winner Savannah Cochran also won 
first place in the eight-grade division of 
the science fair. Her project was titled, 
“Degrading Polymer Bags With Hydro-
gen Peroxide.” These smart scientists 
were qualified to enter the Hawaii State 
Science and Engineering Fair, held at 
the Hawaii Convention Center, O`ahu, 
April 2-4. Congratulations scientists!
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Telephone 889-6436

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Hawi, Hawai`i  •  The Welcoming Church

Masses: Saturday 5 p.m. 
Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 a.m.

Father Ray Elam, O.S.A.
Deacon Thomas Adams

Weekday Mass: 
Monday - Thursday at 7 a.m.

Eucharistic Service: Friday at 7 a.m.

Kohala Baptist Church
Located on Akoni Pule Hwy

across from Makapala Retreat
Sunday Services

9 am
Adult Bible Study/Kids on

Mission
10:15 am

Worship Service/Sunday
School

‘Come to Me, all you
who labor and are
heavy laden, and I
will give you rest.’
(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416
www.kohalabaptist.org

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
Kapa’au, North Kohala  • 808-889-5390

Sunday Services:
9:00 a.m. - Holy Communion 

(Child Care & Fellowship Brunch)
7:00 p.m. - Holy Communion

Thrift Shop Hours:
Weds: 12:00 – 3:30 
Thurs:   4:00 – 6:00

Last Saturday: 10:00 – 12:00
Free Community Meal:

Last Saturday: 11:00 – 12:30

DOWNTOWN HAWI
Apparel, Locally Handcrafted Jewelry,

Gourmet Goodies, Toys and More!
Open 7 days a week, 10 - 5

808-889-1041

333-5232

 millerfc@me.com

Call or email us 

for an

appointment

kohalacomputers.com

Fred Miller  

Kapa`au Veterinary Center

Providing acupuncture, herbs
and nutritional advice as well as full

veterinary care.

808-889-5488

Need an alternative for
Senior pet problems?
Arthritis?  Itchy skin?

Cancer?

Call us
We can help!

If Kai hadn’t had
acupuncture, he wouldn’t 

be able to walk…

Jacinth, Yvonne 
& Kai

Robin Woodley, D.V.M.
Jody Bearman, D.V.M.

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 8:30 – 5:30   
Wed & Sat 8-1

The Hawaii Wildlife Center (HWC) 
is pleased to be expanding its team, wel-
coming Rae Okawa as its new Develop-
ment Coordinator. The HWC has made 
amazing strides forward 
with the recent comple-
tion of the construction of 
its new facility, Hawai‘i’s 
only rescue, rehabilita-
tion, training, education, 
and outreach organization 
exclusively for native wild-
life. Rae will be responsible 
for fundraising, maintain-
ing the HWC’s reputation 
and relationships, and 
will also be an important 
part in bringing the HWC 
forward as we progress 
towards becoming fully operational.

Rae was born on O`ahu and devel-
oped a passion for Hawai`i’s native 
wildlife while growing up there. She 
has a Bachelor of Science from Cornell 
University and is currently finishing her 
Masters of Environmental Studies degree 

One More for the Birds!
at the University of Pennsylvania. She is 
currently working part time but will take 
on a full time role at the HWC once she 
graduates in May of this year.

Even while she’s away 
for school, Hawaii has 
always been on her mind. 
“I can’t imagine living 
anywhere else besides 
Hawaii. I think I’ve spent 
way too much time on the 
mainland, and I’m just 
excited to be coming back 
home,” Rae said. As far 
as moving from O`ahu to 
Hawai‘i Island goes, Rae 
expressed her excitement 
about the move. “Every-
one has been so sup-

portive of the HWC, and Linda [HWC 
President and Center Director] has had 
nothing but great things to say about 
the local community. I’m really looking 
forward to continuing that relationship 
to ensure that our native wildlife get the 
protection they deserve.”

Rae Okawa

People teach horses…but did 
you know that horses can also teach 
people?

Three groups of Kohala residents, 
most of whom had little or no experi-
ence with horses, got a chance to learn 
from horses last month in the latest 
fundraiser for the Kohala Arena project, 
two days of Equine Guided Education 
workshops hosted at Hawaii Paso Finos 
Ranch in Niuli`i.

The ranch’s Kelly Vitorino said of 
the two-day event, “I think our horses 
have a talent for this work.”

The three-hour sessions were co-
sponsored by Gretchen Salstrom of 
People Helping Horses, a Seattle-based 
horse rescue organization, and Sue 
Moore of Transformational Coaching. 
Kohala Equine Education Center, Inc., 
project coordinator and Kohala resi-
dent Beth Robinson attended an Equine 
Guided Education certification course 
with Sue and plans to continue offering 

Kohala Arena Project Reaches New Milestone
programs at the KEEC arena.

Kohala Equine Education Center, 
Inc. or “KEEC,” is a sponsored project of 
the North Kohala Community Resource 
Center that has been working for the 
past five years toward the goal of build-
ing a community arena here in Kohala.

The goal is finally in sight! KEEC 
is finalizing its licensing agreement to 
build the arena at `Iole, makai of the 
highway, where the Kohala Country 
Fair moved last year. It will continue to 
serve as the venue for the Country Fair 
and other events related to the rural 
heritage of Kohala.

In addition to events and educa-
tional opportunities for Kohala resi-
dents who already own horses or those 
who want to learn horsemanship, the 
KEEC arena will also host a variety 
of programs in which horses serve as 
the coaches and therapists for people. 
Equine Guided Education is one name 
given to exercises where horses help 

people get insight into their 
leadership, teamwork and com-
mitment to their goals.

Why are horses so accurate 
and effective at giving people 
feedback? By some estimates 80 
percent of our communication 
is non-verbal, and horses tell us 
what we are “saying” with our 
body posture and energy.

“Now that’s embarrassing. I 
work with horses professionally, 
but the three of us weren’t a team 
and the horse did not want to join 
with us. Then these ladies who 
have no experience with horses 
go out and the horse follows 
them everywhere!” said Aaron 
Ralston, host of RFD-TV’s show 
The Ride, who was filming on 
the Big Island the last week of March 
and participated in a session of Equine 
Guided Education to benefit the arena 
project.

In one session, students from Kohala 
Middle and High schools aced the team-
work exercises. In another exercise, the 
horse helped them feel what it was like 
to tune out the negative voices and move 
forward toward their personal goals.

The next steps for the KEEC Arena 

—photo courtesy of Beth Robinson

Zoe Rodd and Derek and Isiah Moreno 
participated in the Equine Guided Education 
workshop, facilitated by Beth Robinson, far 

left, and Sue Moore.

Project will be to raise the funds and 
begin construction of Phase 1 facilities. 
KEEC founders are looking for volun-
teers to commit to chairing or serving on 
the three committees: Facilities, Events 
and Programs, and Membership. If you 
have a passion for horses or agricultural 
education, come help us build Kohala 
a community arena! Contact Koha-
laArena@gmail.com or Beth Robinson 
at 808-443-4588 for more information.

North Hawai`i Hospice offers its Spring Volunteer Training in Waimea at Tutu’s 
House on two Saturdays, May 26 and June 2, from 9:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.

The training is both days and offers an overview of North Hawai`i Hospice 
and the services it provides to the community, including patient care, advance care 
directives, grief and bereavement support, and the special role of a hospice volun-
teer. Learn valuable skills for patient caregiving and end of life support.

Please contact the volunteer coordinator at 930-6625, before May 14, for an 
application and to register for the training.

Hospice Volunteer Training Offered

—photo courtesy of HWC
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Loans Up to $520

Kailua-Kona  326-2274
74-5605 Luhia St. Ste. A4-A

(Old Industrial Area, old 
Oceanic Cable bldg.)

M - Th 8:30 - 6; F 8:30 - 7
Sat 10 - 4; Sun 10 - 2

Waimea  887-2274
Mamalahoa Hwy.

(Next to Napa Auto Parts)
M - F 10 - 6; F 8:30 - 7

Sat 10 - 4;
 Sun 10 - 2

Locally Owned and Operated

Now Offering
Pawn Loans on 
Gold, Silver and 

Platinum!

CASH FOR GOLD!

PAYING the TOP PRICE!

WE WILL NOT BE BEAT!

Hilo
935-2274

80 Pauahi St. #102
(Across County Bldg)

M - Th 8:30 - 6; F 8:30 - 7
Sat 10 - 4; Sun 10 - 2

Pahoa
965-2274

Old Pahoa Highway
(Across Luquin’s Rest)
M - F 10 - 6; Sat 10 - 4;

Sun 10 - 2

4 Locations to Serve You!

Kailua-Kona
326-2274

74-5605 Luhia St. Ste. A4-A
(Old Industrial Area, old
Oceanic Cable bldg.)

M - Th 8:30 - 6; F 8:30 - 7
Sat 10 - 4; Sun 10 - 2

Waimea
887-2274

Mamalahoa Hwy.
(Next to Napa Auto Parts)

M - F 10 - 6; F 8:30 - 7
Sat 10 - 4;
 Sun 10 - 2

ALWAYS PAYING THE HIGHEST ON
THE BIG ISLAND GUARANTEED!

Lowest Payday Loan Fees in Town!
We will hold your post-dated personal check till your next payday.

4 Simple Requirements:
I Valid photo ID    I  Recent Bank Statement

I  Blank Check    I  Recent Paystub/Proof of Income

*New Customers receive $100                       Loan

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Interest
Free

20% Bonus when you sell your gold, 
platinum or silver

Kohala Elementary School third-, 
fourth- and fifth-graders voluntarily 
participated in the school’s first annual 
Spelling Bee to promote improving 
spelling, increasing vocabulary, learn-
ing concepts and developing correct 
English usage.

Mya Finau won the third-grade 
division by spelling the word “feeble.” 
Fourth-grade champion Brianna Wehi 
Ryder took the top prize with the win-
ning word, “cement.” And among fifth-
graders, Reyanna Savedra won the top 
honor by correctly spelling “oasis.”

Pronouncer Charlie P. Gooch Jr. used 
words from the Scripps National Spell-
ing Bee word lists and Webster’s Third 
New International Dictionary. Judges 
were North Kohala librarian Janet Lam, 
retired Kohala High School teacher 

The ‘Bee’ Queens: KES Hosts First Spelling Contest
By RoseMae Watterson

—photo by Rose Mae Watterson

KES student Mya Finau was the third 
grade winner in the school’s spelling 
bee. Mya is pictured in front, flanked 
by other third grade participants with 

principal Danny Garcia in back.

and Lions Club member Christopher 
Brown, and KES volunteer and commu-
nity member Kay Aldrich.

Kohala High’s college prep skills 
class called AVID (Advancement Via 
Individual Determination) has selected 
HopeLine for its community service proj-
ect. The project benefits others, is good 
for the environment 
and is meaningful and 
attainable. The group of 
six students is collecting 
of old cell phones and 
will deliver the phones 
to Hopeline Verizon in 
the first week of May. 
The goal for the AVID 
class is to collect a mini-
mum of their class size 
squared—36 old phones 
in 36 days! The collec-
tion campaign runs March 25 to April 
30.

Drop boxes can be found at local 
stores and the high school office. Contact 
students: Andi Amar, Dillon Ku, Hauoli 
Sproat-Lancaster, Amber Souza, Casey 
Stevens, and Israel Victorino-Rabang, 
or Ms. Fern White at 889-7117 ext 249. 
While the class could earn funds for 
their efforts, they have chosen for any 
funds from refurbished phone sales to 

AVID Class Collects Old Cell Phones as Service Project
Story and photo by Fern White go to local domestic violence agencies.

Exclusive to Verizon, HopeLine puts 
technology and wireless service to work 
in communities by turning no-longer-
used wireless phones into support for 
victims of domestic violence and helps 

protect the environment 
by disposing of wireless 
phones in an environ-
mentally sound way.

Phones donated to 
HopeLine can help vic-
tims of abuse feel safer 
and less isolated by 
giving them a way to 
call emergency or sup-
port services, employ-
ers, family and friends. 
Phone donations given 

locally benefit victims of abuse within 
that geographic area. Refurbished 
phones—complete with 3,000 minutes 
of wireless service—are provided to 
local domestic violence organizations 
or local government and law enforce-
ment agencies for use with their domes-
tic violence clients. If donated phones 
are unsalvageable, they are recycled in 
an environmentally sound way under a 
zero landfill policy.

Students from the KHS AVID 
class are collecting old cell 
phones through April 30.

At a school assembly on March 28, 
the Kohala Lions Club presented its 
annual awards to the winners of the 
32nd “Sight is Beautiful” poster contest. 
Students in grades K through 5 from 
schools across the Big Island submit 
posters. Of more than 2,000 posters 
submitted from West Hawaii, Kohala’s 
Mark James Juan (first grade) took third 
place. Posters from Kohala elementary 
students were judged by Kohala Lions 
Club member Dixie Adams and local 
artist Connie Firestone.

First-place posters in each division 
are entered into the district competition; 
winners at the district level then com-
pete at the state-level contest in April. 
Winners  at Kohala Elementary were:

Division I - Kindergarten: 1st: 
Natasha Bermudez, Mrs. Lyons; 2nd: 

KES ‘Sight is Beautiful’ Award Winners
By Tom Morse and Rose Mae Watterson Trycen Alejandro, Mrs. Park; 3rd: Leil-

illian Solomon-Ho`opai, Mrs. Murphy; 
Honorable Mention, Teygan Carlos-
Caravalho, Mrs. Park.

Division II - Grades 1 & 2: 1st: 
Mark James Juan, Ms. O’Malley; 2nd: 
Kamaehu Paaoao, Ms. O’Malley; 3rd: 
Myiesha Emeliano, Mrs. Thomas; Hon-
orable Mention, Siennahlyn Stevens, 
Mrs. Hagio.

Division III - Grades 3 & 4: 1st: Darian 
Nishida, Ms. Conway-McGuire; 

2nd: Cael Hooton, Ms. Conway-
McGuire; 3rd: Jada Hook, Mrs. Bauer; 
Honorable Mention, Benjamin Vakauta, 
Mrs. Sulliban.

Division IV - Grade 5: 1st: Gabrielle 
Tomas, Ms. Bautista; 2nd: John Ashlie 
Nicolas, Mr. Nickl; 3rd: Shania Fuertes, 
Ms. Bautista; Honorable Mention, 
Angelique L Kokal, Mrs. Carlson.



of robots and plan courses of action. He 
communicates at the various levels and 
acts as liaison between mentors and 
peers. Michael jumps in to assist when 
team members need help. Michael is able 
to coach and teach peers,” stated Fern 
White, robotics program coordinator.

Nelson becomes part of an elite set 
of robotics superstars. Regional winners 
are finalists at the FIRST World Cham-
pionships where the top 10 in the nation 
will be awarded. The tournament is set 
for April 25 to 28 in St. Louis, Mo.

Kohala Middle and High school 
teams face the challenges of limited 
resources: small school numbers mean 
few members, and few dollars. This year 
the expansions to include middle school 
into robotics educational competition 
at the same level as the high school, 
coupled with the increased number of 
VEX teams so that more students would 
be fully engaged in gaining skills, has 
meant great success and a greater need 
for funds. However, the team has been 
able to fundraise, to find grant support 
and donors who appreciate the efforts 
and impact of students’ lives. Therefore, 
in just its fifth year, the Kohala Robotics 
Program is soaring all the way to national 
and global recognition. The teams will 
present their robots, their stories and 
their Kohala spirit to people from across 
the United States and the world.

Interested persons can watch the 
competition via webcast and follow 
results by going to robotevents.com.

—photo courtesy of Hawaii Robotics Organizing 
Committee

Michael Nelson receives the Hawaii 
FIRST Regional Dean’s List award 

from the panel of judges.
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Kohala High School’s robotics pro-
gram has earned three world champi-
onships berths: two for VEX through 
competition over the season, and one 
berth for FIRST based on the previous 
year’s high-quality performance.

Kohala High qualified two teams: 
2460 and 2460A, for the U.S. National 
VEX Robotics Competition held in 
Omaha, Neb., in March. Three students: 
Adam Anakalea, Bert Kanoa, Jr., and 
Michael Nelson, along with mentors Eric 
Dela Cruz and Ms. Fern White, split their 
energies and efforts over the competition. 
Despite some early struggles, 2460, with 
a new design and newly built robot, was 
able to perform well in its last matches. 
Kohala High ended up in seventh place 
after the quarterfinals, an awesome show-
ing against the best in the nation. 

Kohala Middle School team 4119A 
had only one student able to attend 
Nationals, Kaliko DelaCruz, along with 
mentor Alvin Kawamoto and game 
coach Cheryl Cabrera. The middle 
school team went on to finish fifth out of 
80 national qualifiers in their division.

The VEX World Championships 
took place in Anaheim, Calif., April 18 
to 21. This championship is a gather-
ing of top robotics teams from around 
the world from over 200 VEX Robot-
ics Competition tournaments, with 398 
teams competing in the high school 
division. Kohala High has two VEX 
robot teams qualified: 2460 and 2460A. 
Adam, Michael and Joey, under mentor 

Kohala Robotics Takes on the Nation and the World
Eric Dela Cruz, split the duties of com-
petition. At World level, teams from 
the same schools are split into different 
divisions.

Kohala Middle’s rookie VEX team, 
4119A, competed against 152 middle 
school teams at the World Champion-
ships. Kaliko dela Cruz, Tehvyn Isabel, 
and Patrick Nelson 
make up the team. 
Mentor Alvin 
Kawamoto, assisted 
by Cheryl Cabrera, 
traveled with the 
students. The team’s 
strategy is to have a 
consistent opening 
autonomous, then 
to score quickly into 
the goals. Results 
were not available 
at press time.

But VEX is 
only one part of 
the robotics teams’ 
competition. After an intense and 
shortened build period of four weeks 
instead of six due to the demolition 
of their workspace, the Kohala High 
FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition 
of Science and Technology) FRC Team 
2460NaPaniolo shipped its crated robot 
to O`ahu on February 23 and then had 
to wait until March 22 for the Hawaii 
FIRST Regional competition. The tour-
nament included a team from Louisiana 
and Taiwan along with 36 other Hawaii 

high schools. After 76 seeding matches, 
Kohala qualified to quarterfinals and 
ended up seventh place overall in alli-
ance with Sacred Hearts Academy and 
Kealakehe High.

At the same FIRST tournament, 
KHS senior Michael Nelson was named 
FIRST Dean’s List winner. In an effort to 

recognize the leader-
ship and dedication 
of FIRST’s most out-
standing students, 
the Dean Kamen 
family sponsors an 
award for selected 
top students, aka 
FIRST superstars, 
known as FIRST 
Dean’s List. Criteria 
for selection include 
student’s ability to 
demonstrate leader-
ship and sustained 
interest and passion 
for a long term com-

mitment to FIRST and its ideals, tech-
nical expertise, entrepreneurship and 
creativity, ability to motivate and lead 
fellow team members, and effectiveness 
at increasing awareness of FIRST at their 
school and communities. Nominees are 
evaluated by a panel of judges at respec-
tive regional tournaments.

“Michael stands out as the leader. He 
is able to take initiative, able to engage 
his peers and mentors in discourse to 
solve problems, able to design a variety 
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KOHALA CALENDAR

Email calendar listings to kmncalendar@hotmail.com or call 884-5986. 

lavinestanley@gmail.com

54-3695 Akoni Pule Hwy
PO Box 267

Kapaau, HI 96755-0267
Office 808-889-6405

Fax 808-889-6202

DR. STANLEY LAVINE

The community is invited to come 
out for a day of fun at the Super Softball 
Saturday event on Saturday, May 12, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Kamehameha 
Park, A field. This event is sponsored 
by AKA Kohala Youth Softball’s “One 
Love” softball team and is a fundraiser 
for Kohala youth softball.

The competition features five events: 
Homerun Derby, Softball Throw, Base 
Running, T-ball Derby, and Fastpitch 
Competition (a machine measures the 

Bat, Throw, Run - at Super Softball Saturday

After spending nine action-packed 
days in Washington, D.C., Gettysburg, 
Philadelphia and New York City, seniors 
Tristan Francisco, Kira Ledward and 
Jenna Nickl, sophomore Jocelynn Cam-
pollo and chaperone Brian Alejandro 
returned to the islands with loads of 
new information and memories.

This Smithsonian tour almost failed 
to launch when two chaperones dropped 
due to personal reasons and two other 
students dropped for more dire commit-
ments. Luckily, Brian Alejandro stepped 
up just weeks before the departure, and 
by the end of the trip he felt that he had 
made the right decision.

“I would definitely like to go on one 
of these trips with other students again,” 
he said on the plane ride home.

The four Kohala students, who were 
joined by roughly 45 other students 
from California as well as a professional 
tour guide and coach driver, also found 
the trip very eye-opening and worth-
while. Despite experiencing slight jet 
lag on the first couple days, Francisco 
found that his favorite place on the trip 
was Washington, D.C., and Gettysburg.

“I liked that D.C. felt safer and 
cleaner and I enjoyed the small town 
feel in Gettysburg,” he said. 

A total of three days were spent in 
the nation’s capital and Virginia, where 
the travelers visited five of the Smith-
sonian museums, Arlington Cemetery, 
Mount Vernon, Madame Tussaud’s Wax 
Museum, the White House, the Capitol 
and a variety of memorials like Lincoln, 
WWII, Korean War, Vietnam War, and 

KHS Students Tour Major East Coast Sites
Courtesy of Ka Leo Na `Opio Jefferson and Washington monuments. 

At all of the stops, tour guide Russell 
Snow educated the students and chap-
erones about history and trivia about 
the stop. Many students found them-
selves learning more on the brief stops 
than in a week of history class. On the 
afternoon of day three, the group packed 
up and drove up the East Coast to the 
famous south Pennsylvanian town of 
Gettysburg.

A lot of students liked the small 
town feel of Gettysburg and enjoyed the 
storytelling of the war era. Gettysburg 
was the shortest stop of the trip before 
heading off to Philadelphia. The high-
lights in Philly included touring Inde-
pendence Hall, seeing the Liberty Bell, 
the National Constitution Center and 
the Ben Franklin Science Institute. The 
group stayed in New Jersey overnight 
and left  the next morning for the Big 
Apple.

A three-hour drive later, the entou-
rage found themselves in the heart of the 
most populous city in the United States. 
The stay in New York City was brief but 
managed to cover visits to the top of 
the Empire State Building, Ellis Island, 
Statue of Liberty, Broadway, Wall Street, 
Times Square, Central Park, Rockefeller 
Center, 5th Avenue, 9-11 Ground Zero 
site, St. Patrick’s Cathedral and the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art.

The group parted from their new 
California friends and returned home 
March 22 with a suitcase full of souve-
nirs and tons of new memories.

For more KHS news, visit www.kale-
onaopio.com.

speed of the ball.) Sign up for one event 
for $8 or three events for $20. Great 
prizes, including iPod shuffle!

Open to males and females, divided 
into age groups: 9 to 11 years, 12 to 14 
years, 15 to 18 years, and adults (that 
includes kupuna softball players!)

Concessions provided by Kohala 
High School softball. This is an alcohol-
free and drug-free event. Come out and 
support youth softball! For more infor-
mation, call Reyna at 896-3979.

May
1 Tue KES May Day program, 9 am PreK-2nd grade; 12:30 pm grades 3-5, 

public invited, KHS gym, 889-7100.
1   Tue   4-5:30 pm, Hope for Haiti Mtg., St. Augustine’s Walker Hall, new 

members welcome, Lani, 889-5852.  
2 Wed 10:15 am, KMS May Day program, public invited, Halaula field, 889-

7119.
2 Wed 2-3:30 pm, Free lightbulb exchange, bring your incandescent bulbs & 

exchange for energy-efficient CFL, Kohala High cafeteria.
2   Wed   4:30-6:30 pm, CDP Public Access Subcmte. Mtg., Senior Center, Ted, 

889-5801.
3  Thu 6 pm, Blues workshop, open to players of all ages and levels, bring 

your instrument and learn to play the blues, free, Hawi Gallery, Richard, 
206-452-3697.

3   Thu 6-9 pm, Green Drinks Hawi, Kava Kafe, organic networking & pupus, 
Forrest, 987-2365.

3 Thu 6-6:30 pm, Beginner Taiko Class for youth, teens, adults, free, every 
Thursday, James Walker Hall, Kathy, 889-5801.

3 Thu 6:30 pm, Home buyer education course mtg., learn about 1st time 
home-buying, public invited, St. Augustine meeting hall, Collin, 889-
6726, or Jack, 889-0349.

4  Fri 10 am, Preschool Story Time series, ages 2-5, North Kohala library, 
889-6655.

5 Sat 8:30 am, “Walking in the Wild” guided silent walks, monthly, Bond 
Homestead, Kapa`au, by donation, call `Iole at 889-5151.

5 Sat 10 am, Kupuna softball, Local Boyz vs. Kohala, concessions, 
Kamehameha Park.

5 Sat 11:30 am-1:30 pm, Live music with Bluegrass Jack, free, Nanbu 
Courtyard, Kapa`au, Jack, 889-6290.

6 Sun 9:30 am-noon, Medicinal Herb Field Day for SARE Project, Kohala 
Medicinal Herb Farm, Kapa`au, Kathie, 430-7188.

7 Mon 6-7 pm, Growth Management Subcmte. Mtg., public invited, Surety 
Kohala office, Hawi, Hermann, 889-1464.

7 Mon 6:30 pm, Waimea consort spring concert, free, North Kohala library, 
889-6655.

8 Tue 7 pm, “We the People,” short documentary about end of Kohala sugar 
plantation, free showing with Q&A session, KIC, Kamehameha Park. 

9 Wed 10 am, Homeschool Wednesday, North Kohala library, 889-6655.
9 Wed  6 pm, Kamehameha Day Celebration Cmte. Mtg., Kamehameha Park 

concession area, Cicely, 557-6042.
9 Wed  6:30 pm, KHS SCC mtg., rm. D-24, parents & community welcome, 

889-7117.
10  Thu 3:30 pm, Kohala Elem. SCC mtg., rm. 12, public invited, 889-7100. 
12  Sat 9-11 am, KES Discovery Garden volunteer day, grade level challenges 

for students who bring family or friend, potluck lunch follows, Star, 896-
3436. 

12 Sat 10 am, Keokea Beach Park Grand Reopening, bring main dish/drinks, 
public invited, at Keokea, Sarah, 889-0590, or Cilla, 889-0903.

12 Sat 10 am-5 pm, Super Softball Saturday, fundraiser for youth softball, age 
9-adult, $8 for 1 event; $20 for 3 events, concessions, Kamehameha 
Park, A field, Reyna, 896-3979.

12 Sat 11 am-5 pm, Think Local, Buy Local, Eat Local, downtown Hawi.
13 Sun 7-10 am, Lions Club Mothers Day Breakfast, dine in or take out, $6, 

KHS cafeteria.
14  Mon 4:30-6:30 pm, CDP Action Cmte. Public Mtg., Senior Center.   
14  Mon 6-7 pm, Kohala Haw’n Civic Club Public Mtg., Hawi Community Center, 

Rochelle, 896-3033.
15 Tue 12-2 pm, Police community mtg., Kohala Intergenerational Center, 

Kamehameha Park, Capt. Cortez, 889-6540.
16  Wed  4:30 pm, KMS SCC mtg., library, parents & community welcome, 889-

7119.
16 Wed 6:30-8:30 pm, Kohala Robotics Mahalo Dinner, KHS cafeteria, free, 

Fern, 889-7117, ext. 249.
17  Thu   1:30-2:30 pm, Kohala Hospital Auxiliary Mtg., Hospital Pavilion, new 

members welcome, Dixie, 889-5730.   
17 Thu 6 pm, Ukulele workshop, open to players of all ages and levels, bring 

an ukulele and join the kanikapila, free, Hawi Gallery, Richard, 206-452-
3697.

18 Fri 10 am, Preschool Story Time series, ages 2-5, North Kohala library, 
889-6655.

19  Sat 9 am-1 pm, Treasures Helping-Hand Store, Assembly of God, Hawi Rd., 
free meal: 10 am-1 pm, 889-5177.

19 Sat 3 pm, “Songs on the Sunny Side: A Musical Review,” all welcome, 
admission: a grin or a wink, Senior Center, Kapa`au.

19 Sat  4 pm, KHS Graduation, public welcome, Hisaoka Gym, Kamehameha 
Park, 889-7117.

19   Sat 4:30-6:30 pm, Free Grindz--Hot Meal, under the Hawi Banyans, bring a 
friend, Kohala Baptist Church, Sondra, 889-5416.

21  Mon 4:30 pm, CDP Affordable Housing Subcmte, public welcome, Senior 
Center, Collin, 880-6726.

21  Mon 5:30 pm, CDP Infrastructure B Subcmte, public welcome, St. 
Augustine’s Sunday School rm, Susan, 882-7611.

23 Wed 10 am, Homeschool Wednesday, North Kohala library, 889-6655.
25 Fri 10 am, Hawaii Preparatory Academy graduation, Castle gym on upper 

campus, Waimea, 881-4008.
25 Fri 10 am, Preschool Story Time series, ages 2-5, North Kohala library, 

889-6655.
26 Sat 11 am-12:30 pm, Free Community Meal, St. Augustine’s Walker Hall, 

Thrift Store open 10 am-12:30 pm. 
28 Mon Memorial Day, state/county/federal offices closed.
31  Thu  9-11 am, CDP Infrastructure A Subcmte. Mtg., Nanbu Courtyard, 

Kapa`au, public invited, Giovanna, 889-5590.



—photo by Sean Coulter
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Kohala Branch
PO Box 39

54-396 Union Mill Road
Kapaau, HI 96755

930-7462
www.hicommfcu.com

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

NCUA

We have the 2% Solution that you’ve been looking for!

A $50 minimum deposit is required to establish a regular share savings account. �is establishes your membership with Hawaii 
Community Federal Credit Union and quali�es you to have an auto loan and other services. You must become a member prior to 
establishing a loan. If you close your regular share savings account within 90 days �om the date you opened the account you must 
pay a $20 maintenance fee. *Subject to approved credit and insurance. �is o�er is available on qualifying loans, for a limited time. 
Discount does not apply to promotional manufacturer �nancing. Minimum rate for this program is 4.0% Annual Percentage Rate 
(APR). Rates subject to change without notice.

Want 2% O� Your Existing Auto Loan?

Now only 
Bring your current auto loan over to

Hawaii Community Federal Credit Union
to lower your rate and monthly payment!

If your loan quali�es, we will give you 2% o� your current rate.*

Do you want more joy in your life? 
Val Oram wants to help you find just 
that with 4joi, the new shop she is open-
ing in Hawi in May. 4joi will carry one-
of-a-kind, handmade “upcycled” bags, 
hats and scarves made mainly from 
recycled materials. Handmade jewelry 
and eco-friendly cards and journals will 
be among an ever-evolving selection of 
“joyful” items.

4joi will also be a place where people 
who sew, quilt, knit and crochet can 
find a wide assortment of fabric and 
other supplies such as needles, sewing 
machine needles, thread, interfacing 
and ribbon. Crafters will find many of 
their supplies here also, all this at afford-
able prices so you will no longer have to 
drive to Kona, Waimea or Hilo for your 
creative needs. And if you don’t find 
what you want, Val says she encourages 
requests for special orders.

Val did not start out planning to 
open a retail store. Last July, when she 
was walking regularly with friends, she 
decided she needed a bag to hold her 
water bottle and keys.  She sewed one 
up by hand, thinking that would be that. 
But her friends liked the bag so much 
they asked her to make some for them. 
That led to the purchase of a sewing 
machine and the idea to expand into 
other types of bags. She began to fre-

New Hawi Shop Offers Handmade Goods, Craft Supplies
Story by Lynda Wallach quent resale and thrift 

stores for items that 
could be cut up and 
used as material for 
the bags. She started 
making dog collars and 
then added jewelry.

At her booth at 
last October’s Kohala 
Country Fair, her bags 
sold so well that she 
thought of starting a 
website and an online 
business, but since 
Val’s real enjoyment 
comes from working 
with people and since 
she saw the need for 
a place where people 
could buy sewing and 
craft supplies locally, 
she decided to open 
a retail store instead. 
The result, not even a 
year from when this all 
started, is 4joi.

4joi is located on 
Akoni Pule Highway 
between Zest restau-
rant and The Living 
Arts Gallery. The grand 
opening will be Saturday, May 12, from 
9 a.m. until 6 p.m. After that, 4joi will be 
open seven days a week from 9 a.m. to 

Val Oram’s new shop, “4joi,” will offer handmade, 
upcycled items and lots of crafting supplies. Her grand 

opening is May 12.

6 p.m., and Val hopes that people will 
stop by for a chat, a cup of tea, and some 
creative inspiration.

Kohala Pay It Forward, (KPIF), sup-
ports students fundraising for out-of-state 
travel. KPIF was initiated by Kohala’s 
first-place winners in the Siemens “We 
Can Change the World” competition.

Project mentor Lani Bowman says, 
“Our group had such fantastic experi-
ences as a result of our travel opportuni-
ties, we want to help other students have 
the same opportunity. Also, the Kohala 
community was extremely supportive 
both financially and emotionally for us; 
we think it is time to ‘pay it forward.’”

KPIF helps youths raise funds for 
travel experiences beyond Kohala and 
Hawai`i. There are many opportuni-
ties for students to travel: Camp Wood-
ward, an extreme sports camp for boys 
and girls, The Smithsonian Tour, Kohala 
Robotics, Junior National Young Lead-
ers Conference and others.

Summer is a great time to start 
fundraising for next year’s trips. KPIF 
provides seed money for fundraisers, 
equipment, advice on fundraising and 
financial planning. Call Lani Bowman 
889-5852 or lanibow@ilhawaii.net for 
more information.

Mahalo to those who supported the 
“Chicken Plate Dinner” for the 6000 n 60 
teens’ Washington D.C. trip. The group 
appreciates the community’s ongoing 
support to create better battery recy-
cling opportunities for Hawai`i.

Group Helps Students 
Raise Funds for Travel


