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Kaiholena Preserved At Last
The latest project was spear- purchase of three parcels totalpurchased land from Akoni Pule
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See Kaiholena, Page 2
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Kohala Hospital Joins Scrubs Drive
Early in October, Kohala Hospital nurses and other hospital
personnel joined a county-wide
eﬀort to collect scrubs for clinical
workers in flood-soaked South
Carolina.
Interim CNE Carmela Rice
was one of many Hawai`i Island
nurses to receive an urgent text
from a South Carolina (SC) emergency room nurse seeking donations of new or used scrubs for her
fellow SC nurses aﬀected by the
devastating flooding in that state.
That nurse, Meredith Gibbs,
who formerly lived and worked
on Hawai`i Island, described the
devastation, saying that most hospitals were without water, necessary services were down and
many nurses were either staying
at work or sleeping in their cars.
Gibbs emailed and texted
her former nurses’ network in
Hawai`i for help: “I’m reaching
out to the group who taught me
about `ohana, about taking care
of your own. You are all still my
`ohana and I want to show my

Photo courtesy of Kohala Hospital

Nurses at the Kohala Hospital donated much-needed scrubs to nurses
in South Carolina who were caring for victims of the devastating October
2015 floods.

`ohana here in South Carolina
what `ohana really means.”
Kohala
Hospital
leaders
announced the request at their
daily meeting. Within days, clinical and other staﬀ at the little hospital with a big heart had collected
forty sets of clean scrubs.

Those scrubs, including many
that are aloha-themed, have been
packaged and are en route to be
distributed to dedicated nurses in
South Carolina.
Kohala Hospital is a criticalaccess hospital with acute and
long-term care services and a
24-hour emergency room that
supports the North Kohala community. It is a member of the
Hawai`i Health Systems Corporation, a special agency of the state
of Hawai`i established in 1996.
Its mission is to provide a healing
environment to the community of
North Kohala through the provision of quality health care services
with emphasis on quality of life to
all patients and residents.
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Kaiholena, continued from Page 1

discounting the purchase price
below fair market value. The land
will also be protected by a perpetual conservation easement held
by Hawaiian Island Land Trust
(HILT).
Gail Byrne Baber of Hawi did
the lion’s share of coordinating
the funding for Kaiholena South.
It was the most complex of all the
three coastal land purchases in
Kohala, taking eight years from
beginning to end. In an email
Byrne Baber congratulated all the
many participants in the transfer.
A long string of North Kohala
community groups has worked
toward preservation of the land
since the Akoni Pule Highway
was built in the early 1970s. The
earliest groups fought against the
zoning of Kaiholena and some
nearby land into a resort that
would have included a 5,000room hotel, 3,200 condominium
units and 500 residences around a
golf course and commercial space.

Bishop Museum archaeologists
intervened in 1980 because of
the high density of the 252 historic and cultural sites located at
Kaiholena. He sites of three villages, several heiau, a massive
halau and numerous burials are
included in the parcel’s Royal
Patent, the Hawaiian record establishing boundaries and legal ownership of the lot. It also includes
some of the earliest land grants
made during the Great Mahele,
or land division. After numerous
delays in the start of development by then-owner Mahukona
Properties, community pressure
was put on the County Council in
the 1990s to void the zoning. Just
before that happened the owner
withdrew the application.
In the year 2000 the county
granted the next owner – Pohaku
Kea, LLC – the right to subdivide the 263 acres into six lots,
even though neither water nor
electricity was available. When
community opposition failed to

stop the subdivision, five Kohala
community groups approached
the owner with a proposal to purchase the lots for preservation.
Meanwhile, a voter-backed initiative established the County Open
Space Fund, fed annually by four
percent of the real property tax
revenues. Kaiholena lands were
among the first nominations to the
fund heard by the Public Access,
Open Space and Natural Resource
Commission. Kaiholena remained
high on the annual priority list
until it was purchased.
In addition, the North Kohala
Community Development Plan
(NKCDP), the oﬃcial county
planning document adopted in
2008, contains clear recommendations for the public purchase of
four leeward areas, including Kaiholena. Two other recommended
purchases have already taken
place, Pao`o (Secrets) in 2010
and Lapakahi (Nu`uanu) in 2011.
Mahukona is the only purchase
recommended by the NKCDP not
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yet resolved.
The groups that have been
working toward preservation of
coastal lands, some for decades,
are Malama Kohala Kahakai,
Kamakani`O Kohala `Ohana
(Kako`o), Maika`i Kamakani `O
Kohala, Malama Na Wahi Pana `O
Kohala and the Kohala Historic
and Cultural Preservation Group.
Together these groups also formed
the non-profit Kohala Lihikai,
specifically to coordinate stewardship on the purchased lands
in conjunction with other community groups. Kohala Lihikai, along
with the sponsoring groups, has
pledged to work with ATA and
HILT in continuing the preservation of the Kaiholena South land.
Between 2010 and 2015 the
eﬀorts to preserve lands of the
North Kohala coastline have
resulted in the purchase of more
than 318 acres of former privatelyowned oceanfront land by raising
$18.3 million from a wide variety
of sources.

DRUG ABUSE IN NORTH KOHALA
The North Kohala community
has a choice.
Either be part of the solution
addressing the drug problem
in North Kohala, or ignore it
and allow the repercussions to
mount – including more crime,
more mental illness and more
of our youth going down the
wrong path.
I recently held community
meetings in North and South
Kohala for those concerned
about the increased use of methamphetamines and heroin in
our communities. We began
by acknowledging that everyone is aﬀected by the increased
use of drugs in our communities, whether because of family
members and neighbors who are
addicted, by way of drug related
criminal activities, or simply in
light of our collective added fears
about the safety of our children.
Vice Lieutenant Sherry Bird,
who heads up the County Police
Narcotics Division for West
Hawai`i, spoke about the con-

tinued high use of methamphetamines as well as the increase in
heroin use in our communities.
Vice Lt. Bird went on to discuss
the close correlation between the
drug crisis and the increase in
crime in our communities. For
those with drug addiction the
crime issue translates into the
need to come up with cash to
pay for more drugs and for food
for themselves and often food
for their families. Lt Bird can be
reached at 326-4646 ext. 226. Some
were concerned that establishing
medical marijuana dispensaries
on this island could lead to more
hard-drug related problems.
Irene
Carpenter
from
Hamakua-Kohala Health Services
then address the group, explaining what services her program
provides and announcing that she
had just been awarded a grant of
a half million dollars to fund a
new detox program. Her service
area stretches from Hamakua to
Waimea to North Kohala. They
currently have a small location
next to the North Kohala hospital

– but that is sorely inadequate. To
upgrade their program, including the detox program, they need
to find additional suitable space
for physician services. (This is an
SOS to the North Kohala community to help find additional space
for Hamakua-Health Services.) If
you have any suggested locations
for where this health clinic could
expand in North Kohala, or to
inquire about the new detox program, Irene Carpenter welcomes
your comments at 775-7204.
The group also acknowledged
that those being released from
prison are very susceptible to
returning to crime and selling
drugs. Vice Lt. Bird pointed out
that many of those in jail have
mental health problems that are
not being dealt with while they are
in prison and explained that our
mental health hospitals are now
filled with court ordered patients
leaving no room for anyone else.
That means many of these folks
who are in need of mental health
services are left to fend for themselves once released from prison.

Giovanna Gherardi then discussed the Lokahi Treatment
Center program in North Kohala
that is helping to stem and prevent
some of the drug problems aﬄicting those getting out of prison.
Many who are just released from
prison are trying, with diﬃculty,
to become productive members
of our community – but are faced
with the inability to find jobs and
housing as well as the inadequacy
of social services to address their
needs. Gherardi explained that
the Lokahi program is in need of
funding and it may not be able
to continue if additional funding
is not found in the near future.
Lokahi is working with the North
Kohala Community Resource
Center to explore potential funding sources. The Lokahi Treatment
Center can be reached at 889-5099.
We went on to discuss other
related issues including domestic
violence and homelessness. One
person stressed the diﬃculty finding any public housing if a person
has a prior criminal conviction. (I
See Drugs, Page 3
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have since learned it is possible
to get a letter from the parole or
probation oﬃcer to address this
problem.)
Our discussion then moved
to how we, individually, can best
help to reduce drug usage in our
communities.
We first stressed the need
for increasing awareness of the
problem, such as by way of sign
waving and forming neighborhood watch groups that can
watch for crime and for drug
abuse in our communities. We are
grateful for Shiro Takata’s energy,
encouraging eﬀorts aimed at community awareness of the existing

problem.
Luna Hauanio, President of
the Waimea Hawaiian Civic Club,
spoke about the importance of
Hawaiian cultural mentorship
with youth and how eﬀective that
has been.
He stressed the importance of
youth-to-youth peer mentoring
eﬀorts. We all agreed a key focus
needs to be on what youth activities and services are needed in
North Kohala, including the need
for more after school and youth
sports programs. The skate park
is one project I am determined to
see completed in the near future.
Melony Tavares also attended
the meeting as a representative
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of the North Hawai`i Blue Zones
Project, stressing the importance
of getting involved with community eﬀorts that promote
good health – in particular the
Blue Zones Project. Her contact
number is 217-7452.
Pete Hoﬀmann, the former
Councilmember for District 9
who is now running for Mayor,
was also present. One of his priorities is to address the need for
more aﬀordable housing and
transitional housing shelters for
those who are homeless. His contact number is 883-8547.
In the mean, time, are you
willing to step up to the plate and
be part of the North Kohala anti-

drug eﬀort?
What are you willing to do?
Those present at the October 23
meeting said they would be willing to help with eﬀorts to tackle
this problem, but we need a coordinated community front. We can
use the Kohala Mountain News
and the new North Kohala radio
station to get the word out. Speak
to your friends and neighbors.
Write letters to the editor. Contact
your children’s teachers to find
out what the school is doing to
address these drug problems.
And feel free to call or email me
to share your ideas: 887-2043 or
at Margaret.Wille@hawaiicounty.
gov.

Lions Club Announces Call for Donation Requests
Known primarily as a community service club providing
vision checks for keiki and promoting healthy vision, the Kohala
Lions Club also has a long history of supporting other projects
that benefit the Kohala community. With funds raised from their
annual Mother’s Day breakfast
and summertime Lu`au as well as
their recent Yard and Steak Sale,
the Lions have been vital supporters of many youth-oriented
programs and helped families in
times of emergency.
Beginning in 2016, the Lions
Club is changing its process for
community groups requesting
financial support from the club.

Twice a year – in January and
July – groups who submit a written application to the club will be
considered for a donation. Applicants must serve the Kohala community with preference given to
groups that serve youth or the
needy. Applicants must use the
application form, which can be
requested by email or hard copy
(see accompanying box for how
to request an application.) Completed applications will be considered by the Lions with awards
announced in March and September, respectively.
This new process will allow the
Lions to better plan their giving
each year. Emergency giving will

still be considered in times of personal and community crisis on a
case-by-case basis. In addition to
its support for community groups
and emergency needs, the Lions
also provide an annual scholarship to a graduating senior from
Kohala High School Leos Club.
The Lions motto is “We
Serve,” which they do through
annual keiki vision checks, Sight
is Beautiful contest and Flag Day
program at Kohala Elementary
School; highway road cleanup
along Akoni Pule Highway; sponsorship of Kohala High School
Leos Club; Pololu trail cleanup
and other service projects in the
community. They are also regu-

lar participants in the annual
Kamehameha Day parade.
For more information
about the Kohala Lions Club,
call Chris Brown at 884-5122.

To Request an Application
Applications for donations from
the Lions may be requested
beginning December 1 by email
to msolis1@hawaii.rr.com, or a
hard copy may be obtained by
calling Chris Brown at 884-5122.
All completed applications must
be postmarked no later than
January 31, 2016.
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Hawi Jodo Mission Restoration Funded by Community Use
By Kyle Combes
in 1945, the property was returned rescue. An architectural conser- the agenda was to create the hisWorking to the beat of hip-hop to the Kohala American Legion. vation specialist from Ireland, he toric structure condition report.
emanating from a heavy-duty Thirty-six years later, in 1981, the usually works restoring castles, Since then he and his helpers have
boombox, two young men drive Kohala American Legion returned though he was also in charge of repaired the septic system and
screws into a piece of wood trim. the legal rights to the Hawi Jodo restoring the Nanbu building in installed a handicapped ramp.
The two men are overseen by a Mission, and since then it has 1998. Tom is aided by Coby Omar They are currently reinforcing the
third, who observes them through been used as a Jodo mission and and Joshua Berdon, whose pure foundation and re-shingling the
weather-facing wall.
his black-rimmed eyeglasses.
After those projects are
The three work without pay,
finished, the trio will need
but they are united by a
to make the bathroom ADA
common goal: to return the
(Americans with Disabilities
Hawi Jodo Mission to the
Act) accessible, pour concrete
state it was in over a hunfor a handicapped parking
dred years ago.
stall and restore the old winThe mission’s history
dows and floors.
traces back to 1905, when
The ultimate project will
it was first built as a Japabe to replace the leaking roof.
nese language school for the
This project is currently too
immigrant sugar plantation
expensive for the Jodo Misworkers.
sion; they’ve only been able
The building was conto fund the current repairs
structed from materials
by utilizing the nominal fees
taken from an old pineapple
charged to those who use the
cannery, so even then it was
building.
not truly “new.” In 1936 the
Nevertheless, the repair
school celebrated its first
is of critical importance, and
graduating class, which conTom encourages community
sisted of eleven Nisei, or secmembers to utilize the room
ond-generation Japanese.
Joshua Berdon, Coby Omar and Thomas Quilan work on reshingling the weatherfor events, whereby they
Shortly after the bombing
facing wall of the Hawi Jodo Mission.
will be helping to fund the
of Pearl Harbor, the ministry and teachers were interned as a place for community gath- Hawaiian great grandmother, repairs.
To rent the hall please contact
and the U.S. government seized erings. After a century, use and Bernice Kauhi, just so happened
the property. It was then used as the elements have taken their toll to have attended the Japanese Ted Matsuda at 756-5894. For
more information about the misa military headquarters during on the building, and the struc- language school.
ture is in need of some attention.
Tom began the project back sion and its repairs, contact Sensei
World War II.
With the conclusion of the war Thomas Quilan has come to its in 2009, when the first item on Wajira Wansa at (808) 987-8495.
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Letters
GIVING THANKS…
…to everyone who has contributed over the years for the
construction of our new emergency room. To date, the Foundation has provided $450,000 for
this project. I thank Betty and
Michael Meinardus and their
commitment to raising funds via
their annual golf tournaments,
and thank their many generous
donors on- and oﬀ-island.
I am grateful to all the members of our community who provide large and small donations
via our annual Christmas mailer.
…to the individuals who
donated money at our 2015
BBB&B live auction for new
furniture for the hospital residents. They raised $19,000,
which helped the Foundation
purchase three new high-end
beds ($24,000) for skilled nursing patients.
…for your generosity, which
enabled the Foundation to purchase a state-of-the-art digital
portable X-ray machine. This
unit had an original price tag
of $333,000 and was sent from
the mainland as a demo. We
were fortunate to be able to purchase this advanced technology

unit for $124,000, including a
5-year warranty and full service support. Regarding the hot
and cold food cart: After much
research, the decision was made
to purchase new state-of-the-art
thermo food service equipment,
which includes serving dishes,
cups, bowls, utensils and a
serving cart with an induction
heater and trays. The cost for
this improvement was $24,000.
…to our outgoing board
members David Gomes and
Hana Anderson for their service
over the years. David generously crafted his unique ukuleles and they were always a
center piece at our annual live
auction fundraisers.
Hana has not only been the
treasurer of the foundation, she
has also been our bookkeeper
and tax person. Over the years
Hana created and maintained
an eﬃcient financial reporting
system and proficiently handled the complexities of monies
received from our fundraising
events and mailers.
…to our incoming board
members Helen Levine and
Cindy Sakai. Helen brings to
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the board her extensive experience with computer technology
and is committed to managing
our website and other computer
needs. Cindy comes to the board
as a seasoned CPA and currently serves as the treasurer at
St. Augustine Episcopal Church.
Cindy brings the experience and
talent that will provide a smooth
transition in managing the
finances of the foundation. We
are fortunate to have Cindy and
Helen’s talents and expertise.
Thank you, Helen and Cindy,
for your willingness to serve on
the board.
…to the current board members – Dixie Adams, Elaine
Mumu Christianson, Rhoady
Lee, Betty Meinardus, Joan
Pruchniak and Shoshana Matsumura – for all your hard work
and commitment this past year.
I am proud to be working with
all of you and am pleased with
everything that we have accomplished for Kohala Hospital.
With deep gratitude,
Giovanna Gherardi
President
Kohala Hospital Charitable
Foundation

Kohala Novice Swim Team Takes Second Place
The team gathered after the team whether present or not.
Dear Editor:
The County of Hawai`i novice meet for a pizza party to I want to thank the Kohala comswim championships were held honor all of the winners and munity and parents for their
on October 24 at the Hilo Kawa- members of the novice swim support of our swim team this
moto pool. The Kohala team team, with medals awarded year.
place second in the Division to each member of the swim Jeﬀ Coakley
II category behind the strong
showing of its younger-division
swimmers Marley Yamamoto,
Livie Hart, Mae Land and Ryan
Kealoha Karratti.
Other swimmers helping in
the team eﬀort were Ava Land,
Malie Karratti, Lacy Goble and
Kaleo Woods. The Kohala team
scored 48 points, but its swimmers were ultimately bested by
the Honokaa swimmers, who
took first place with their 20
swimmers scoring 54 points.
Following in the footsteps
of Kohala novice and high
school sprint champions Kassie
Kometani – BIIF (Big Island Interscholastic Foundation) freestyle
champion – and Daniel Coakley
– 4 year BIIF sprint champion –
comes Marley Yamamoto, 2008
Beijing Olympian and Southeast
Asian record holder.
She won the 7-8 free championship last year as a 7-yearold and again this year as
Picture by Jeff Coakley
an 8-year-old. Who knows,
we may have another sprint Marley Yamamoto swam for Kohala in the County of Hawai`i Novice Swim
champion in the making.
Championships at the Kawamoto Pool in Hilo.

Correction
On page 11 of the October 2015 issue Verna Fernandez was mistakenly identified as Verna Cannon.
We apologize for the error.
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County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilwoman Margaret Wille

Support Our CDP Action Committees
So what is your vision to make
North Kohala a healthier/happier/safer place to live? Isn’t that
the question we collectively ask
for North Kohala –well, really, for
all of Hawai`i Island? Bring your
vision and ideas to the North
Kohala Community Development
Plan Action Plan Committee. And
finally the Committee now has all
nine members as well as subcommittees on Aﬀordable Housing;
Agriculture; Growth Management; Power, View Planes and
Erosion Control; Public Access;
and Water, Parks and Roads.
Think about joining one of these
subcommittees so we make our
good ideas happen. The Committee meets the second Monday of
the month at 5 p.m. at the North
Kohala Senior Center. It’s best to
confirm with my oﬃce since the
Planning Department wants to
cut every other month’s Action
Committee meeting.
Ag Tourism and the State’s
Medical Marijuana Law
Other matters I currently have
before the Council are amendments to the County’s Zoning
Code to accommodate agricultural
tourism and suggested changes in
the state’s medical marijuana law.

My suggested changes to the new
The New North Kohala Bus
state law include
Route I have been meeting with
1) giving the counties more say County Mass Transit Director Tifover where the marijuana produc- fany Kai to finalize the route and
tion centers may be located;
schedule of the new Hele-On bus
2) allowing the counties to from North Kohala to Spencer
impose a 5 percent sales tax on Beach Park and Waimea, operatthe dispensaries’ sales to help ing Monday through Saturday.
cover the addiWe are expecttional burden
ing the bus to
on
counties
leave Niuli`i at
that will result
8:45 a.m., with
from the disarrival time in
pensary operaWaimea about
tions, e.g. by
10:30 a.m., and
way of police
leaving Waimea
and emergency
for the return
services; and
trip to Niuli`i at
3)
removabout 12 noon.
ing the prohiSpecial Recbition against
ognition
of
caregivers proNorth Kohala
viding mediSenior
Club
cal marijuana
President
to one eligible
Bobby Glory
patient – which
At
the
will otherwise
December
14
be prohibited
Council meetCourtesy of Margaret Wille ing (to be held
as of 2018 (thereMargaret Wille
upon
requirin Kona at the
ing all medical
West Hawai‘i
marijuana to be obtained from a Civic Center), the Council will
dispensary except in very limited be presenting a commendation
circumstances).
to Bobby Glory for his leadership

• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,
and Lock-out Service
• Vehicle Repairs
• Oil Changes and Service
• Equipment Hauling
• Vehicle Safety Inspections
• Propane
Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

Hair Spectrum
Family Salon

889-1061

Quality you can clearly trust
Window
Cleaning

Open: Tue - Fri 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9 - 3

889~5077

Next to Aloha Gas Station

Located at the bottom of Hawi Rd.
KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

Dr. Jonny’s Health Tips:

The

CARTOW
KOHALA

Happy Holidays

TALK STORY
With Mayoral Candidate

PETE HOFFMANN
MONDAY - 30 NOVEMBER - 6:00PM
NORTH KOHALA LIBRARY
COMMITTED TO:
INTEGRITY - EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP
OPEN GOVERNMENT

808-895-0834
Pete will speak about a few items for consideration and then will respond to
questions from the audience. Please note: this is not a fundraiser. The only
things that will be solicited are your suggestions and ideas.
Paid for by Friends of Pete Hoffmann POB 385767, Waikoloa, HI 96738

role in our North Kohala community and in particular for his contributions as the President of the
North Kohala Senior Club. At the
same time we will be recognizing
Pat Levi, president of the Waimea
Senior Club and Stephanie Stearns, president of the Waikoloa
Senior Club.
Funds for the North Kohala
Skate Park
Out of my Council District 9
contingency relief funds, I have
a resolution scheduled to come
before the Council on December 14 to provide an additional
$35,000 for labor costs to construct
the North Kohala Skate Park. This
amount should ensure that the
expansion takes place now (and
not who-knows-when). HOWEVER, additional contributions
will be needed for finishing work
– the cost of which is always more
than expected!
For more information or to
be added to my email newsletter
list, give my oﬃce a call at 808887-2043 or email me at Margaret.
Wille@hawaiicounty.gov.
With much aloha,
Council Member Margaret
Wille
District 9

Solar
Cleaning

Water Spot
Removal

Paul West/Greg Pobst
• Commercial
(808)885-7600
• Residential
(office)
• New Construction (808)443-3833
cell
Member of International
Window Cleaning
Association

www.kohalawindowcleaning.com
Serving West Hawaii since 2006
Mention this ad & receive 10% off

Beautiful
Skincare
Specializing in hydrating
treatments

Facials & Body Scrubs

808-430-4894

I am now
in my
NEW
LOCATION!
www.beautifulskincare.skincaretherapy.net

Antioxidants can help you
live a longer healthier life.
Ever wonder what foods
you can eat to extend your
life? Look for foods that
are full of antioxidants.
Antioxidants fight free radicals in
the body by neutralizing them. Free
radicals cause premature aging and
have been linked to many chronic
diseases. The measurement used
for the amount of antioxidants in a
given food is called its ORAC score
or Oxygen Radical Absorbency
Capacity. Foods with high ORAC
scores are acai berries, pomegranates, blueberries, strawberries, spinach, and raspberries. Be sure to buy
organic, as berries have thin skin
and can easily absorb pesticides.
Would like to improve your health?
Contact Dr. Jonny at
Kohala Chiropractic
938-3888

Rod’s Repair

Factory Authorized Appliance Service

•
•
•
•

Appliances and Parts
Ice makers
Refrigeration
Locksmith service

Service is Our Business
Aloa # 021349

Hinokawa Electric LLC
Serving All of Your Electrical Needs
• Home stand-by generators
• Generac Generators
● Sales and Repairs
• Alternate energy systems
• New homes and renovations
• Trouble calls
License C-16154

High Voltage Specialist

889-5613

rod@rodsrepair.com
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North Kohala Community Association (Alive Again?)
By Lani Eugenio
The re-establishment of the North
Kohala Community Association
(NKCA or KCA) was unanimously
agreed upon at the September 29
informational meeting on the new
marijuana law. Many of the oldtimers remember when the NKCA
was active and had many members;
the organization was the mouth of
the community. The NKCA would
give Kohala residents a voice
regarding issues that impact them
that cannot be found elsewhere.
Since the September meeting a
group of volunteers has been working diligently in examining and
revising the NKCA bylaws and
bringing them up to date. Mahalo
to Collin Kaholo, the last NKCA
president, for keeping legal papers
for decades so the group does not
have to start from scratch.

One of the meeting’s agenda
items was to elect an interim
board consisting of a president,
vice president, secretary and treasurer to help steer the association
through the organizational phase.
Heading the group as interim president is Jeﬀrey Coakley, or “Coach
Jeﬀ” as he is most commonly
known. He is the senior lifeguard/
swim teacher and coach at the
Kohala Pool. In the past he was a
community organizer for Alu Like
Inc. for 10 years, teaching organizing skills to grassroots communities
to deal eﬀectively with their socioeconomic issues. A large part of
that eﬀort was teaching the people
how to run eﬀective and productive
meetings.
He spent a great deal of time
with the Waipio Valley farmers and
their landowners, Waimea Hawai-

Erosion Control Advances at Upolu Airport
By Toni Withington
Adding to the work started by
Kohala High School students last
summer, the State Airports Division this month created additional
soil erosion control sediment basins
along the shore fronting Upolu Airport. The mostly organic mini-dams
are meant to slow rain runoﬀ and
capture the soil to prevent it from
entering the ocean.
Placement of the sausageshaped fiber rolls, called wattles,
in over 30 tiny gulches is the latest
step in the restoration of the shore
that was laid bare by oﬀ-road recreational vehicle use. Location of the
check dams was determined by Airports Division engineer David Hein
and sited using GPS coordinates.
These new dams supplement
the dams constructed by students in
July under the guidance of a crew
from the Kohala Watershed Project.
Besides controlling soil runoﬀ, the
dams are expected to create moister
ground for the replanting of native
species along the coast, which has
been on-going for several years.
In January, six hundred additional
plants were in place on the oncebare ground. A large percentage of
them have survived due to the wet

summer and fall weather, according
to Gail Byrne Baber, the coordinator for Kohala Lihikai and Malama
Kohala Kahakai, local groups who
are working with the Airports Division.
Also working with the project is
the subcommittee on Power, Viewplanes and Erosion Control of the
North Kohala Community Development Plan. Susan Fischer, chairman of the subcommittee, has been
sharing lessons from successful erosion control measures taken on the
leeward coast at Kohala Estates and
Kawaihae’s Kailapa Project.
The dams are expected to create
more friendly locations for the
transplanting of naupaka, ilima and
pa`u o Hi`iaka, which are the primary plants being used in the eﬀort.
The trail along the cliﬀ-lined shore
is open to the public for pedestrian use. Signs painted by Kohala
Middle School students point out
the native species with artwork
highlighting their importance.
Kohala Lihikai is asking trail users
to help protect the plants and the
soil erosion control measures, both
of which are designed to save the
reef and marine life oﬀshore from
further damage.

Kohala
Dental Center

Tuesday, December 1, at the Kohala
High Cafeteria. From 6:30 p.m. to –
7:00 p.m. there will be a presentation on the formation of the KCA.
Tentatively planned from 7:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. is a presentation on the
dangers of dengue fever and what
we can do about it. There will also
be an update on the No Growth/
No Dispensaries sign-waving rally
coordinated by Kohala High on
December 4.

North Kohala
Community AssociaƟon
1st General MeeƟng
Tuesday, December 1
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Kohala High Cafeteria

Your smile is our top priority

Accepting new patients
Emergency appointments
- State of the art dentistry
- Exams & digital x-rays
- Dental hygienist on staff
- Tooth whitening
- Ceramic fillings & crowns
- Oral surgery & extractions
- Full/partial dentures

889-6277
Call us today to request an appointment

www.kohaladental.com

• Groceries • General Merchandise • Fishing & Diving Supplies
• Fresh Flowers & Arrangements • Hawaiiana

Monday - Saturday 8 to 7, Sunday 9 to 5
Across from the Middle School in Halaula • 889-5262

Vote for

The largest
selection
of quality
hand-rolled
cigars on
the
Big Island

Fred Cachola
Hawai`i Aha Delegate

50 years of serving
Native Hawaiians

Mother’s

Antiques,Imports &
FineCigars

ian Homes, in forming a co-op and
was also the catalyst in acquiring
the ag lands in Ho`ea from Castle
and Cooke. Coakley also organized
Hui Mamalahoa of Kohala in fighting for and acquiring access to the
mountains and ocean.
Other oﬃcers of the association are Vice President Ku`ulei
Perez, an advocate for alternative
and traditional medicines, Cheryl
Rocha as treasurer, who works
at Kohala Hospital and has been
active in coordinating community events, and Ida Otake as the
acting secretary. Ida was a Kohala
Hospital administrator, the past
president of the Kohala Hospital
Auxiliary and the president of the
once-active Kohala PTSA (Parent
Teacher
Student
Association).
The KCA is planning a general
meeting for Kohala residents on

Downtown Hawi
Next to Bamboo

889-0496

• Improving education
• Empowering
communities
• Preserving cultural
landscapes
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Kohala Hospital Welcomes New Emergency Room Physician
happened to
stop by the
middle school.
We were overwhelmed by
Oct. 2015 – This is the second in medicine I
the feeling in
a series of interviews of the Kohala wanted to
this
family
Hospital Emergency Room physi- practice. At
friendly comcians conducted by Elaine Chris- that point
munity
and
tianson, Secretary of the Kohala I had an
were
‘sold’
Hospital Charitable Foundation e p i p h a n y
to being here
Board. We are happy to report Dr. and started
after
seeing
Tony Jackson has joined the team. to
work
the high school
EC: Can you tell me a bit about in a more
May Day peryourself and your background?
holistic
formance that
Dr. J: I was born in Alabama, way.
night.
grew up in LA. and went to medE C :
EC: I am
ical school at UC Irvine. I then How did
aware
that
moved back to LA and worked at you
end
you bought a
Martin Luther King Hospital, at up finding
piece of land
the beginning of the specialty of Kohala?
down the road
emergency room medicine. It was
Dr.
J:
from us but it’s
an exciting time! I practiced there We came
taken years for
for maybe 10 years, living on a boat, to Hawaii
you to make
till I met my wife, and we raised about
23
the big move.
two kids and two dogs on a sail- years ago
What took so
boat. When I developed asthma, I with
our
long?
Photo Courtesy of Kohala Hospital Charitable
started to seek out a path towards pre-school
Dr. J: The
Foundation
healing myself, which led me to aged kids
kids got into
Dr. Tony Jackson has recently moved
acupuncture, herbology school on a conschool, made
to Kohala to work in the hospital’s
and various alternative forms of f e r e n c e .
friends and we
emergency room. Due to a personal
medicine. Finally I met a Chinese We took a
were stuck in
healing experience, he is committed to
allopathic doctor who was able drive May
LA till they got
practicing medicine in a more holistic
to apply various modalities to 1 to Kohala
into
college.
way.
heal me. I felt this was the kind of and
we
At the end of
last August we
sold everything and moved over. I
needed to slow down.
you work
Is proud to announce bothEC:in Itheunderstand
North Hawaii Community Hospital ER and here in
that we are now serving
Kohala Hospital.
Dr. J: Yes, at first I joined HEPA
ALL ISLAND-RAISED, GRASS-FED
(Hawaii Emergency Physicians
Association), which runs most of
BEEF!
the hospital ERs in the Islands, to
Some even grown here in Kohala!
have steady work until a position
opened up at Kohala Hospital.
We now offer HALF POUND burgers
EC: Having worked in several
hospitals in the ER department,
and RIB EYE steaks!
what kind of improvements at our
hospital would you like to see?
And we still have Happy Hour from 4 - 6
Dr. J: I think the new ER space
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.
opening soon will vastly improve
our working environment, and
Mahalo Kohala!
once we are in there for a while
we will know more what materials are needed. A CAT scan [unit]

889-5555

Visit our new retail store
Next to the Nakahara Store - Hawi • Open every day
We are the ONLY GoPro retailer in North Kohala
carrying the newest GoPro Hero 4 camera
and choke accessories.
• Hydroflasks
• Hammocks
• Hats
• Shirts
• Shoes
• And More!

would be an excellent addition to
save a lot of patients a trip up to
Waimea.
EC: Is someone on staﬀ trained
to read the images?
Dr. J: We just hired a new X-ray
tech who has the ability to read
CAT scans and X-rays, and digital images can be emailed to other
experts.
But the material issue is just a
matter of money. The harder issue
we need to work on is the community perception of our hospital
– fostering trust. I’ve seen Kohala
people in the ER up in Waimea for
problems that could have easily
been handled here. People don’t
get to know the docs working
here, as they tend to come and
go, with some exceptions like Dr.
Watkins.
EC: What advice do you have
for people coming to the ER?
Dr. J: The first bit is “patience.”
It takes time to diagnose and treat,
and there is only one doc at a time
on a 24-hour shift. The person in
the most critical condition is the
first person to be seen.
EC: There is quite a crystal
meth drug problem in this community. Do you see that aﬀecting
the ER?
Dr. J: We see quite a few of
those cases, and often it is due to
the side eﬀects of the drug.…You
develop some extreme medical
conditions, even at a young age,
with heart and lung issues for
instance.
EC: On a personal note, how is
your wife Nancy adjusting from
moving from a big city to this
small rural community?
Dr. J: She has excellent skills
in working in the field of physical therapy, especially in stroke
rehabilitation. Unfortunately she
has not found work, so she started
working gratis with some folks in
the community.
EC: I hope it all works out well
for both of you, and thank you for
your time.
Dr. J: We are here for the long
run; this is the place we call home
now.

Now Open and Accepting Patients
Call us Today!

SAME DAY EMERGENCY DENTAL
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
Got a toothache? Call Now

69-201 Waikoloa Beach Drive
Suite 2F15
Waikoloa, HI 96738

808.886.0891

Free Exam & Cleaning**
Free Childrens’ Exam & Cleaning**
50% off Full Set X-Rays, Exam & Cleaning*

808.886.0891

General dentistry & emergency dental services for
all members of the family from children to adults

www.waikoloadental.com
.

Dr. Craig Fostvedt, DDS,
Tanya Keanu, Dental Assistant

• Cleaning/Teeth Whitening/Bleaching
• Endodonics/Root Canal Therapy
• Periodontics/Gum Disease
• Oral Surgery/Extraction
• White, Natural Tooth Colored Fillings
• Crowns, Bridges, Implant Supported Restorations
• Orthodontics/ Braces
Friendly Staff. Beautiful Smiles. Welcoming Environment.
We accept most dental insurance plans.
**with qualifying insurance
*for uninsured patients
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Heroes Honored on Veterans Day
Story and photo by Lani Eugenio
Great warriors have come out
of Kohala. Kamehameha was
known for his warrior and leadership abilities and was trained
by the greatest warrior of all,
Kekuhaupi`o, who fought beside
him. The highly decorated Samuel
Kanehailua Solomon of Hawi lost
his life in the Vietnam War and
the Solomon School in Honolulu
is named after him. We have four
of the oldest WWII veterans in the
world. Both Shigeru Oshita (98
years old), and Edward Kobota
(92) fought with the esteemed and
medaled 100th Battalion. Masa
Kawamoto (95 years old) and
Yoshimi Yamamoto were from the
famed 442nd Regimental Combat
Team.
Every year, on November 11 at
11:00 a.m. (11/11/11), the North
Kohala National Guard Alumni
(NKNGA) honors all veterans
who served in war and peace. Last
year’s speaker, Ret. Colonel Larry
Kanda, who grew up in Kohala,
reminded us that, “Kohala never,
never forgets its veterans.” He
also described the veterans of
NKNGA as men who are not great
in number but who are great in
heart. “They are a group that will
stand up when help is needed.”

Waimea Self
Storage

As the years pass, the men get
older and the group gets smaller,
but members of the NKNGA continue to remember. Sadly, many

of Peace.” Lloyd Stone (1912- before moving back to California
1993) used the “Finlandia” tune in the 1980s.
and wrote the lyrics for the first
In November, think of Lloyd
two stanzas in 1934, between the Stone’s song and all the veterans
who want peace for their families
and who don’t want their sons
and daughters fighting in wars as
they did.

Members of the North Kohala National Guard Alumni
Collin Kaholo, Sat Carpio, Lefty Nakayama, Joe Carvalho, Paul Antonio,
Nario Libron,
Gilbert Bigtas. The Guidons (flags) behind the Vets are for unit
identification.
The red one is for Marines and the blue for Army.

of us forget to honor our veterans
because we have not experienced
war and some of those who did
just want to forget that experience.
One of the songs that is sung
at the ceremony is “This is My
Song,” also called “The Song

two world wars when he was 22
years old. Interestingly, in 1944, at
age 32, he joined a circus headed
for Hawai`i on the Matson liner,
became a public school teacher
and wrote books on poetry. He
lived in Hawai`i for four decades

889-5488

PARAPHERNALIA FOR
MEDICAL MARIJUANA

Margaret Caravalho — Manager

887-0466

Small Animal Medicine

Surgery

PIPES - VAPES - PAPERS - TORCHES

Dentistry

Acupuncture & Herbs

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 8:30 - 5:30 Wed & Sat 8-1

www.paraphernalia.center

www.kapaauveterinarycenter.com

Come live in historic Kohala.
Exquisite 7-acre near
oceanfront parcel with private
gated access.
Dramatic coastline, Maui island
and Pololu Valley views.
Ideal location nestled between
Hapu’u and Kapanai’a Bay with
shoreline access trails to enjoy
the ocean and views.

$545,000
MLS 288778

HAWAII
AWAII
PACIFIC
CIFIC
BROKERS
KERS LLC

INSIDE HAWI GALLERY

Robin Woodley, D.V.M.

Reasonably Priced
24-hour surveillance

Monday - Saturday 8:30 - 4:30

My country’s skies are bluer
than the ocean
And sunlight beams on clover
leaf and pine
But other lands have sunlight
too, and clover.
And skies are everywhere as
blue as mine.
O hear my song, thou God of
all the nations,
A song of peace for their land
and mine.

Kapa`au Veterinary Center

ALL SIZES AVAILABLE
from 5’x5’ to 10’x25’

Conveniently located on
Mamalahoa Hwy across from
the Waimea Airport

THIS IS MY SONG
This is my song, O God of all
the nations
A song for peace for lands afar
and mine
This is my home, the country
where my heart is
Here are my hopes, my dreams,
my holy shrine;
But other hearts in other lands
are beating
With hopes and dreams as true
and high as mine.

Charles A. Anderson, PB
(808) 885-5557
charlie@BigIsle.com

808.889.1282

BREAKFAST
Omelets, Waffles, French Toast

LUNCH
New Hawaiian Philly Cheese Steak

DINNER

Kapa`au

NEW DINNER SPECIALS

889-0099

TRY our new POKE PIZZA!

7:00 AM TO 8:30 PM daily

COUPON

TRY any New
Menu Item and get $2 oﬀ
One Coupon per person and per item
Dessert and Drinks not included. Exp 12/30/2015
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Kupuna Honored at Annual Dinner
By Lani Eugenio

Credit: Crystal Gudino

Senior citizens of Kohala were honored at the 5th Annual Kupuna Dinner at the Makapala Retreat. The event is run by Island Breeze Ministries and its
directors, Liz and Eruera Kawe.

Credit: Lani Eugenio

Credit: Lani Eugenio

Tatiana Macomber and Landon Chinen share a Samoan dance with the
audience.

Pa`ani Sayson, Faye Yates, Lana Lewis, Miriam Reyes and Hazel
Troche enjoyed healthy salads and appetizers before a tasty entrée
of herb-stuffed chicken breast with mashed potatoes, dinner rolls and
steamed vegetables. Youth from the community lovingly served the
kupuna.

Credit: Lani Eugenio

Tahila Fruean and other musicians entertained the guests throughout the
meal.
“We know that the generations that come before us have paved the way
for the generations to come, and we want to honor them for all they have
done,” said Lis Kawe.

AGES 9 THROUGH 14

Credit: Lani Eugenio

Jose Diaz, Tahila Fruean and Landon Chinen do a Polynesian number
from their program at the hotels.

FREE REGISTRATION
INCLUDES UNIFORM
COURTESY OF
SURETY KOHALA CORP.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 & WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9
4:00 TO 5:00 PM – HISAOKA GYM
PRACTICE FIRST HALF JANUARY
GAMES MID-JANUARY THROUGH EARLY MARCH AT
HISAOKA GYM
SPONSORED BY THE
KOHALA COMMUNITY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (KCAA)
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT KIM AT 895-1939

Credit: Lani Eugenio

The guests stood in awe as the evening ended with the traditional fire
dance. The Kawes and the Island Breeze Ministries would like to thank
all the businesses who donated door prizes and volunteers who made
this event possible.
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Annual Island-Wide Festival Featuring
Sustainable Agriculture Scheduled

Jewelry, Art and Gifts
Handmade in Hawai`i
Showcasing the work of over
80 Hawaii Artists
Green, recycled and fair trade
crafts, toys and bags
Open Daily 10 - 6 889-0760
Downtown Hawi
elements@ElementsJewelryandCrafts.com

With fall, and the changing
of the weather, comes the Makahiki season, a time when ancient
Hawaiians celebrated the harvest
and abundance of the lands they
so carefully cultivated. To honor
this time and these traditions,
the Hawai‘i Institute of Pacific
Agriculture (HIP Agriculture), a
local non-profit, is presenting the
Kohala ‘Āina Festival. In its 6th
year, the festival honors the local
harvest, farmers, and the growing movement for island-wide
food sovereignty. This is an educational event designed to inspire
more involvement in Hawai`i’s
blossoming local food system
and the aloha `āina movement. It
is estimated that ancient Hawaiians fed up to 400,000 people with
the bounty of these lands, yet in
today’s modern age we import
more than 85 percent of our food
to the island. By reconnecting to
our roots and growing more food,
we can insure security for ourselves and our keiki.
Education and inspiration are
the driving forces of HIP Agriculture. The organization hosts
internships throughout the year,
when young adults come from
across the country to learn about
sustainable living, the importance
of food and farming, and about
living in a way that is in harmony with the land. In addition
to these internships, HIP Agriculture works with the youth of
the island, oﬀering field trips to
one of the non-profit’s learning
farms, some including overnight
campouts. Future plans include
summer camps and a five-weeklong Environment Leadership
Training program for middle and
high school students. Since its
inception, HIP Agriculture has
served hundreds of students from
across the island.
There will be many chances to
learn at the Kohala’Āina Festival,
from educational tables to workshops and guest speakers. A big
focus of the event is spreading
important information and awareness about food and agriculture
issues. Kumu Kai Kaholokai will
hold a workshop on Hawaiian
plant medicine and Chef Donna
Maltz will oﬀer a “Soil to Soul
Eﬀervescent Fermentation” presentation. There will be opportunities to learn about bamboo
building, acro-yoga, beekeeping
and Hawaiian activism.
Makahiki was also a time when

To advertise
in the Kohala
Mountain News
call Tom @
345-0706

war was kapu, or forbidden. It
was a time where the people of
the island would come together
and rejoice. In that spirit the festival will have a variety of musical
and dance performances. Halau
Kukui Aloha `O Kohala will be
performing hula, and there will be
African drumming and fire spinning performances.
This year’s music line-up
is better than ever, with both
local musicians and nationally
renowned acts, such as Nahko
and Medicine for the People.
Hawai`i’s own Mike Love, plus
Chris Berry, Tubby Love, Hawane
Rios, Hualalai, Kaahele, Foster
and Friends, and Losh and Found
will be performing throughout
the day.
The festival will feature a
variety of food vendors oﬀering
organic and locally grown oﬀerings for snacks and dinner. HIP
Agriculture will feature a Tea
Lounge with kava, coﬀee, teas,
and kombucha and fresh coconuts
will be available at the Niu Lani
Juice Bar. Like last year’s event,
this year’s festival will be zero
waste; compost will be collected
and only compostable, recyclable,
reusable, or washable plates and
utensils will be used. By hosting
a festival that is conscious about
its food oﬀerings and waste, HIP
Agriculture hopes to lead by
example in how we live and walk
on this planet.
The festival will be held at
Inhabit Farms, 53-4223 Pratt Road
in Kapa`au, and will run from
3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., with keynote presentations and headline
entertainment from 6:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. Gates open at 2:00 pm.
Tickets are $35 in advance and $45
at the gate and include the entertainment and educational workshops. Children 12 and under are
free. Tickets can be purchased in
advance online at http://kohalaainafestival2015.bpt.me or by
calling Brown Paper Tickets at
1-800-838-3006.
The Kohala `Āina Festival is the
annual fundraiser for the Hawai`i
Institute of Pacific Agriculture,
and 100% of proceeds raised support youth education programs,
residential farmer trainings and
community education projects
island-wide.
Donations are tax-deductible
through the Hawai`i Institute of
Pacific Agriculture. Learn more at
www.hipagriculture.org.

DOWNTOWN HAWI
Apparel, Locally Handcrafted Jewelry,
Gourmet Goodies, Toys and More!
Open 7 days a week, 10 - 5
808-889-1041
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Weekly Events in DECEMBER
MONDAY
7PM
5:30PM

6PM

8AM
9AM
11:15AM

9:15AM
10:30AM
Noon

7PM
7PM
8AM
5:30PM
10AM

9:15AM
6PM

Al-Anon meeting with Laura
Insanity Classes with Ross Pagat

Lower Level, Walker Hall, St. Augustine’s
Solid Rock North Church
TUESDAY
Hatha Yoga with Morgan Cassidy
In the White tent, 53-496 `Iole Rd
Sitting Meditation with John
Meditation Hale, 53-3988 Akoni Pule Hwy
Holiday music (Not Dec 22 & 29)
Piano music by Kuha’o Kawaauhau
WEDNESDAY
Alcoholics Anonymous
Wylie Hall, ‘Iole Road, Kalahikiola Church
THURSDAY
Narcotics Anonymous
Wylie Hall, ‘Iole Road, Kalahikiola Church
Vinyasa Flow Yoga, with Maya Parish
in the White tent, 53-496 `Iole Rd
Insanity Classes with Ross Pagat
Kamehameha Park Complex
FRIDAY
Preschool Story Time (Not Dec 25)
North Kohala Library

884-5833
989-0966
889-5151
889-5151
889-6655
889-6703
889-6703
889-5151
989-0966
889-6655

Email weekly calendar listings to kmncalendar@hotmail.com
Kohala High School
Annual Holiday
Craft Fair
Kohala High School will be
hosting its annual holiday craft
fair on Saturday,
November 28,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
school cafeteria. Join us as we
ring in the holiday season with
lots of food, music, entertainment and local vendors.

Kohala High School First Friday
First Friday at Kohala High School is becoming a hit.
On the first Friday of each month the school hosts an event that
provides a venue for local vendors to showcase their goods and
for friends and family to meet up and hang out.
There is always a lot of tasty food, great entertainment and a
variety of goods for sale, including jewelry, crafts and clothing.
Kids can even get a henna tattoo while they’re hanging out.
If you haven’t stopped by to check it out yet, make sure you do.
The next one is on Friday, December 4, from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
See you there!

Library’s Holiday
Family Fun Night
Scheduled
Get in the spirit of the holiday
season at North Kohala Public
Library during the annual Family
Fun Night on
December 21 at 5:30 p.m.
for ages five and up.
This year the library is
holding a “Polar Express”themed party, including a story,
craft, film and food. Children’s
librarian Leilani Silver will
read “The Polar Express” by
Chris Van Allsburg. A train
ornament craft will be offered
for families to make and take
home. There will be food,
including vegetarian chili and
corn chips. “The Polar Express”
movie will be shown and will be
accompanied by popcorn and
hot chocolate. It will be a fantastic evening of fun for the whole
family.
For more information, call
Leilani Silver at North Kohala
Public Library, 889-6655.
Please call three weeks in
advance to request a sign
language interpreter or other
special accommodation.
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Get Involved With
“The Coqui Watch Group”
Want to be part of the solution
in keeping Kohala coqui-free?
Join the Coqui Watch Group!
Maylan Ackerman has joined
forces with the Coqui Coalition
and is spearheading an initiative
called “The Coqui Watch Group”.
It is basically a neighborhood
watch group that helps to locate,
flag and monitor coquis that have
been reported in the area.
Send your email address to
Maylan, and when a coqui is
reported to the hotline you will be
notified by email. If the coqui is in
your neighborhood, then you can
help locate it and flag the location
for the eradication team to easily
find.
Many hours can be spent just
searching and locating a frog that
is reported.
Coquis do not sing every night,
and it often takes several nights
to locate the frog. If the coqui has

been reported in your neighborhood, simply make the commitment to help locate and flag the
coqui so the eradication team can
quickly and easily take care of it.
Then monitor the area for a
couple of weeks to be sure there
are no other coquis in that area.
More frogs are hitchhiking into
Kohala by automobiles than any
other way now.
Having more people actively
involved is the only way to continue to keep Kohala coqui-free.
For more information, call the
Coqui Hotline: 889-1777
Send your email address to:
maylanackerman@gmail.com
HELP
KEEP
KOHALA
COQUI-FREE!
Donations are greatly appreciated!
Mail to: NKCRC
PO Box 519
Hawi, HI 96719

THE COQUI CORNER

October was a very busy month for the Coqui Coalition
with over 20 different locations treated around Kohala!

Areas Treated:

Niulii Gulch ◊ Niulii Village ◊ Hawi Town ◊ Ainakea
◊ Kapaau Veterinary ◊ Kamehameha Rock
◊ Keokea “Smokestack” ◊ Pololu Lookout ◊ Bus Stop Road
◊ Transfer Station ◊ High School

Want to get involved? Join the Coqui Watch Group!
Call the Coqui Hotline for more information.

Are You Or Your Family Members
Insured For Healthcare?
The Hawaii Health Connector announced Open Enrollment
will begin November 1 and run
till January 31, 2016. Those who
are currently enrolled on the
Hawaii Health Connector must
take action between November 1
and December 15 in order to be
eligible for healthcare insurance
eﬀective January 1, 2016, or risk
being without insurance for 2016.
Current plans will not be automatically renewed.
•Those who must enroll during
open enrollment are:
•Those who have already
received a letter saying “YOU
MUST TAKE ACTION!!”
•Anyone who does not have
health insurance
•Anyone who has had insurance from the Hawaii Health Connector for 2015
Residents who aren’t sure of
coverage should contact an Assister for help. Hawaii Island Workforce & Economic Development
Ohana (HIWEDO), a non-profit
organization, has placed Assisters
in communities throughout the
island, including North Kohala.
Carol Fuertes, the North Kohala
Assister, is available for appoint-

Did you know?
The Kohala Mountain

COQUI HOTLINE: 889-1777

News is online at

DONATIONS GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED
NKCRC
PO BOX 519
HAWI, HI 96719
ATTN. COQUI

www.kohalamountainnews.com

Check us out
for all the latest news
in Kohala!

KEEP KOHALA COQUI FREE!

Expansive Properties - Outstanding Value
Elaine Christianson, RB
Holly Algood, GREEN
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987-6238 or
557-0354

“Our gift to buyer - One year home Warranty”

ments Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. – Monday
and Wednesday at Kohala Intergenerational Center; Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday by appointment only.
Carol will assist consumers
with the application process and
help to check whether they qualify for tax subsidies. For more
information Carol can be reached
directly at 938-8745; HIWEDO can
be reached at 959-6200.
Kohala Health Center will also
assist the community sign-up
with the Hawaii Health Connector. For more information please
call 889-6236.
There is a health insurance
tax penalty for those who are not
insured for 2016 and are filing
federal taxes. This amount is 2.5
percent of the yearly household
income or $695 per person ($347.50
per child under 18), whichever is
higher. It will be part of the 2016
federal income tax liability. Those
qualifying for insurance that need
help paying the premiums may
ask for help using the Premium
Tax Credit. If granted, recipients
must file a federal tax return for
2016.

CHRIS JOHNSON

BUILDER LLC #BC33522
GENERAL BUILDING
CONTRACTOR
Happy to quote
your building
projects, large
and small.
Professional
Home
Inspections,
too.

Call 936-7064 or email:
kohalachris@gmail.com
References and projects
online at: chrisbuilds.com

Kathie Babben
2
2021013
&

m
m
m

Holly Algood, GREEN

National Association of Realtors Green Designation

Property Management & Sales
www.hawaiipalmproperties.com
55-3462 Akoni Pule Highway
55-811 Keahipoe
Place, Maliu Ridge
$798,000
MLS # 279842
$797,000
MLS # 268220

Cell: 808.557.0354

m

Waxing
Luxury Facials
Acne Treatment & Peels
Micro Current Face Lifting

GIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

Skin care
with
27 years
experience
SkincarebyKathie.com

333-4843
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Feast of St. Nicholas and Keiki Shopping
Spree at St. Augustine’s Thrift Shop
St. Augustine’s Episcopal
Church in Kapa`au will be holding its 4th aAnual Feast of St.
Nicholas for Youth on Sunday,
December 6, from 6:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. Children will gather in
Walker Hall to learn about the tradition and significance of St. Nicholas. They will be invited to help
decorate the Jesse Tree, part of the
Christian tradition in ages past.
All children are invited, regardless of religious aﬃliation. Pizza
will be served.

Please RSVP to St. Augustine’s
church oﬃce at 889-5390.
Children attending the Feast
of St. Nicholas event will be
given three dollar vouchers for
St. Augustine’s Thrift Shop “Keiki
Shopping Spree” on Sunday,
December 13, between 11:00 a.m.
and 12:00 p.m.
The St. Augustine’s `ohana
hopes to deepen the meaning of
Christmas by helping keiki learn
the gift of generosity and the joy
of giving.

November 20, 2015

Liquid Aloha Aquatics to Start Pre-Team
The World Health Organization has determined there were an
estimated 372,000 annual drowning deaths worldwide in 2012,
making drowning the third leading cause of death by unintentional injury.
Liquid Aloha Aquatics, a
member of the highly competitive USA Swimming, recognizes
the need for youngsters to learn
swim survival skills. The club will
be starting a pre-team, where kids
can come learn to swim without
having to compete. A child may

come one or more days a week,
depending on their schedule, to
learn skills that will enable them
to be safer in the water.
The pre-team venue will also
address those who just want
to swim to stay fit and healthy.
Swimmers are invited to engage
in simple dry land exercises for
muscle tone and strength, in addition to swimming.
The team meets each day at
the Kohala Pool at 3 p.m. If you’re
interested, stop by and check it
out.

Photo by Kelly Pollak

Photos by Lani Bowman

Reverend John Cole of St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church

A young diver practices water entry at the Kohala Pool at Kamehameha
Park. Liquid Aloha Aquatics, which has been training exclusively for
competition, has created a non-competitive pre-team focused on water
safety.

LOCAL FOOD • LOCAL MUSIC • LOCAL CRAFTS

Use your
EBT Card at the
Ha–wı–
Farmers Market
for fresh
local food!

–
–
Hawı Farmers Market
Saturdays, 7 am – 2 pm
Under the Banyan Trees in Ha–wı– (Corner of Akoni Pule Highway (270) and Hāwī Road)
Promotional support for the Hāwī Farmers Market is provided by the North Kohala Eat Locally Grown Campaign and Hāwī Farmers Market
with funding support from the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service’s Farmers Market Promotion Program.

November 20, 2015
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Homecoming a Success!
By Yuki Zbytovsky
From October 12 to 17, the
students at Kohala High School

ties centered on this theme. The
week started with spirit dress up
days, and noontime games con-

bly. They danced around and
entertained the school with great
cowboy spirit!

two days of homecoming!
Participants in other sports,
such as girls volleyball and cross

Photo by Tia-Michelle Ubilas

Homecoming Court members celebrate together before the start of the homecoming dance. From left to right: Sophomore Attendants Ian Rivera and
Whitley Francisco, Senior Attendant Isaiah Villacorte, Queen Aisha Yamasaki, King Austin Salvador-Racoma, Freshmen Attendants Mya Bartsch and
Dawstin Hoopai, Junior Attendants Setsuko Kimura and Kamaalea Emeliano-Solomon. Missing: Senior Attendant Zaylee Apostadiro

enjoyed a week of pep rallies,
powder-puﬀ, in-school games,
float making and most of all…
FOOTBALL! You guessed it…it
was Homecoming!
The homecoming theme for
this year was “Devour Those
Daggers.” The game was against
Pahoa High School and all activi-

tinued throughout the week. The
girls in each grade level also took
on the roles of men as the teams
faced oﬀ in flag football to see
which grade level had the most
skill in sports. At the Thursday
night pep rally, the football team
and their coaches pumped up the
crowd in preparation for the last

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

Mahalo Nui

to all the businesses for your support of
NKCRC’s 6th Annual Online Auction!
A special Mahalo to Elizabeth Grant and
our Directors for their invaluable
assistance in making the
auction a great success.
You can support our projects and the Center with a tax-deductible donation to
NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi, HI 96719 • 889-5523
889-5523• www.northkohala.org

A great way to love Kohala!

country, were also given recognition for their athleticism. The
event was followed by “Island
Boiz” playing live and students
dancing the night away. The
next day, school was filled with
spirit and excitement as the boys
performed their powder-puﬀ
routines in the afternoon assem-

J. Lorenzo Construction

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turn-over time
• 29 years of experience
with projects done all
over Kohala
• Residential, commercial,
industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432

lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

Owner Financed Resort Town Home
R E G I S T R AT I O N

On Friday the students were
ready and alert for the homecoming parade the next day. The
Saturday parade traveled from
Kamehameha Park to Kohala
High School, where the football game was to be held that
afternoon. Results for the floatmaking were announced: sophomores came in first place, juniors
in second, freshmen in third and
seniors in fourth. All of the floats
displayed school spirit and hard
work from each grade level. With
all of the floats on display, the
Kohala Football team faced oﬀ
Pahoa for their last home game
of the season. They “Devoured
Those Daggers” with a score of
55-0. Woohoo, Cowboys!
In celebration, a homecoming
dance was held at the high school
gym that evening. Students
arrived in semi-casual wear and
were provided an array of tasty
snacks and drinks to enjoy and
music to dance the night away
once more.
I’m sure all of Kohala High
School Students look forward to
homecoming again next year.

BOYS AND GIRLS
AGES 5 THROUGH 8
FREE REGISTRATION
INCLUDES UNIFORM
COURTESY OF TAKATA STORE

Property Management

Licensed, Insured Professionals to gener- Views from tee to green on Golf Course
ate income &/or maintain Your Hawai’i in Kohala Resort $479,500 1446SF/
Home; a menu of services for You at
Garage Turn-Key; Upgraded Porcelain
www.KRE2.com
tile. Virtual Tour Below:

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 & WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9
4:00 TO 5:00 PM – HISAOKA GYM

http://Vtour.HawaiianVirtualTours.com/824689

“Mahalo April! Again, both Alex and I
want to thank you and Jeffrey. We really
appreciate how hard you’ve worked on
this; not only managing the property
but selling it! Best to you both!
Take care,
Michael Scalise 9/2015

Off: 808-889-5505
Cell: 808-989-5995
April K. Lee, RB, BA,
CCIM, ABR, E-Pro

PRACTICE EARLY JANUARY
GAMES MID-JANUARY THROUGH EARLY MARCH
AT KAMEHAMEHA PARK
SPONSORED BY THE
KOHALA COMMUNITY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (KCAA)
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT KIM AT 895-1939
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KOHALA CALENDAR DECEMBER 2015
1
1
2
4
4
5
7
7
7
7
8
8
8
9
9
9
12
14

DAY
TUE
TUE
TUE
FRI
FRI
SAT
MON
MON
MON
MON
THUR
TUE
TUE
WED
WED
TUE
SAT
MON

START
6:30PM
2:30PM
2:30PM

END
8PM

4PM
3PM
5:30PM
4PM
4PM
2&6PM
2:30PM
11AM
6PM
4PM
4PM
2:30PM
2PM
5PM

7PM
9PM
7:30PM
5PM
5PM

14
15
16
20
21
27

MON
THU
TUE
SUN
MON
SUN

6PM
2:30PM
2:30PM
5PM
5:30PM
11AM

12:20PM

27
29

SUN
TUE

10AM
5PM

12PM
6PM

30

WED

5PM

5PM
5PM
4PM

9PM

EVENT
North Kohala Community Association
Afterschool activities—elementary and middle school
Afterschool activities—elementary and middle school
No Growth/No Dispensaries
KHS First Friday
Kohala Aina Festival
Kohala Parent Support Group
T-ball/Pitchball Registration
Boy’s Basketball Registration
Simple holiday jewelry craft
Afterschool activities—elementary and middle school
Adult reading discussion
Kohala Farmers’ Union
T-ball/Pitchball Registration
Boy’s Basketball Registration
Afterschool activities—elementary and middle school
Sustainable Kohala Presents
NKCDP AC Meeting

DESCRIPTION
Formation of KCA & dengue fever presentation
Friendship bracelets
Games
Sign-waving Rally
Local vendors
Fundraiser for the Hawai`i Institute of Pacific Agriculture
Meeting
Boys & Girls, Ages 5-8
Ages 9-14
with Sid Nakamoto
Holiday Cards
“Round House” by Louise Erdrich
6pm potluck, 7pm speaker. Non-farmers welcome, too
Boys & Girls, Ages 5-9
Ages 9-15
Ornaments
Climate Reality Hawai`i
North Kohala Community Development Plan Action
Committee

Poetry Group
Afterschool activities—elementary and middle school
Afterschool activities—elementary and middle school
Christmas Lu`au
Family Night
Community Meal
Thrift Shop
CDP subcommittee
Parks, Water & Roads Subcomittee

Holiday Snacks
Snowflakes
Christmas Market
Polar Express Party—Story, film, crafts.
At St. Augustine Church
At St. Augustine Church
Power, View Planes, & Erosion Control,
contact Susan Fischer
Monthly Meeting

VENUE
KHS Cafeteria
North Kohala Library
North Kohala Library
KHS
KHS
Inhabit Farms
The Cottage @ the HUB
Hisaoka Gym
Hisaoka Gym
North Kohala Library
North Kohala Library
North Kohala Library
Kohala Village Inn Barn
Hisaoka Gym
Hisaoka Gym
North Kohala Library
Kohala Village Inn Barn
Old Courthouse

PHONE
889-6655
889-6655
889-7117
889-7117
895-3578
895-1939
895-1941
889-6655
889-6655
889-6655
889-5715
895-1940
895-1942
889-6655
323-4770

North Kohala Library
North Kohala Library
North Kohala Library
Kohala Village Inn Barn
North Kohala Library

889-6655
889-6655
889-6655
889 0404
889-6655

Walker Hall
Next to Walker Hall
Old Courthouse

889-5390
889-5390
882-7611

Old Courthouse

882-7611

Email calendar listings to kmncalendar@hotmail.com or call 339-4951.

KHS Honor Rolls Shows Achievement
Kohala High School’s first
quarter honor roll boasted
sixty-two students, most heavily weighted in the senior class.
Recipients of the honor included:
Seniors:
Kiana
Alejandro-Cazimero,
Mina Apostadiro, Zaylee Apostadiro, Gabrielle Bartolome, Railen
Ching, Patricia Cubangbang,
Melody Juan, Kailena Kaaekua-

hiwi, Kumulani Kaai, Kuhao
Kawaauhau, Jonah Lewis, Leila
Lewis, Anela Medeiros, Isaiah
Moreno, Christopher O’Donnell,
Kainan Paro, Melanie Sahagun,
Tayvon Santiago, Kyrah Sol, Jessica Tenorio and Aisha Yamasaki.
Juniors:
Tanya Adams, Christopher
Asagra, Gabriella Boyle, Cole
Fuertes, Valerie Hageraats, Teshna

CSC CAFE

Isabel, Jashel Mae Jose, Kahoalii
Lewis, Zazttaney Matsu, Kaid
Nickl, Angelu Ramos and Anaiyah-Lee Tabiolo.
Freshman:
Mya Bartsch, Donna Botelho,
Shania Fuertes, Kamaile Gusman,
Dawstin Hoopai, Cheylin Imai,
Angelique Kokal, Chayden Osaki,
Mekaila Pasco, Isaiah Salvador
and Gabrielle Tomas.

Kalahikiola Congregational Church

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church

Service every Sunday Morning
at 9:30 followed by pupus & fellowship

Local Food

Kohala
Churches
Gospel of Salvation
Kohala
Open daily
6:00 am – 9:00 pm
Take-out
889-0208

Hart-Gilhuis,
Jurnee
Keawe,
Stephanie Lewis, Syncier Rabang,
Chance Souze and Deysha Yamasaki.
Sophomores:
Camylle Agbayani, Maya
Anderson, Chyenne Book, Kiele
Carpio, Nicole Castillo, Marvelanne Clark, Johnnette Emeliano, Jason Enojardo, Cheyenne
Fuertes, Reece Hooton, Kiera

Kokoiki Road
Service: Sunday 9:00 AM

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30
Iole road of Akoni Pule Hwy. in Kapa’au
1
/4 mile past the statue
www.kalahikiolacongregationalchurch.com

Vicar Diana Akiyama

www.staugustineskohala.com

Kohala Baptist Church

Sacred Heart Catholic Church

Across from Makapala Retreat

Sunday Services 9 am

Prayer Meeting: Friday 6:30 PM
www.gospelofsalvationkohala.org

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416
www.kohalabaptist.net

Pastor Ilima Moiha

Sunday Services:
7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. - Holy Communion
Children’s Sunday School & Fellowship Brunch
Thrift Shop Hours:
Weds: 12:00 – 3:30 • Thurs: 4:00 – 6:00
4th Saturday: 10:00 – 12:00
Free Community Meal:
4th Saturday of each month: 11:00 – 12:30

889-6703

‘Come to Me, all you Adult Bible Study/Kids on
who labor and are
Mission 10:15 am
heavy laden, and I
Worship
Service/Sunday
will give you rest.’
School
(Matthew 11:28)

Adult Bible Study: Monday 6:30 PM

Kapa’au, North Kohala • 808-889-5390

Hawi, Hawai`i • The Welcoming Church

Masses: Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 7 a.m. • 9:30 am

Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am

Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Rev Elias Escanilla
Deacon Thomas Adams
Telephone 889-6436

November 20, 2015

The Kohala Mountain News

Page 17

KHS Cross Country Runners Shine at BIIF State Championship
By Miranda Canniﬀ
Kohala High School (KHS)
Cross Country runners Yuki

team’s most recognized members,
placed 16 out of 149 female runners present at the BIIF qualifying

At States, Kohala’s runners
lived up to expectations, with all
of their times within their aver-

Credit: Melody Neitfield

Kohala High School sent three Cross Country runners to the Big Island Interscholastic Federation’s State
Championships on October 31.
Left to right: Gabrielle Bartolome, Chance Souze and Yuki Zbytovsky

Zbytovsky, Gabrielle Bartolome
and Chance Souze recently traveled to Seabury Hall on Maui for
the annual Hawai`i High School
Athletic Association (HHSAA)
Big Island Interscholastic Federation (BIIF) State Championship
(“States”) competition on October
31.
To get to States, runners are
put through a series of evaluations, including team placement
throughout the season and individual placement at the qualifying
race. This year’s qualifying race
was held on October 24 at Kamehameha Schools’ Kea`au Campus.
At the BIIF qualifier Chance
Souze, a junior and veteran
runner for Kohala High, finished his three-mile race with an
impressive time of 18 minutes and
54 seconds. Chance placed 27 out
of 159 male runners.
Yuki Zbytovsky, one of the

race. Her final time for this race
was 22 minutes and 47 seconds.
Gabrielle Bartolome, another
talented athlete, placed 32 out
of 149 female runners. Seeking
redemption for not qualifying last
year, Gabrielle secured her spot
to run at States with a personal
record for her senior year with
a time of 24 minutes and 31 seconds.
The three travelled to States
along with runners from across
the islands.

Fred

Miller

Call or email Kohala
us for an
Computers
appointment
895-4145 Service, Repair

millerfc@me.com & Training
kohalacomputers.com

NAKAHARA STORE
Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts

HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP,& MAUI ONION SALSA

Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree
(808)889-6449 | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm Sun: 8am-3pm

DR. STANLEY LAVINE
lavinestanley@gmail.com
54-3695 Akoni Pule Hwy
PO Box 267
Kapaau, HI 96755-0267
Office 808-889-6405
Fax 808-889-6202

KOHALA
PET CLINIC
MON-WED-FRI
8:30-NOON/3-5PM

ages.
Chance ran a good race with
a time of 19 minutes and 33 seconds, Yuki finished her race in

21 minutes and 45 seconds and
Gabrielle ran her race with a time
of 24 minutes and 32 seconds,
only a second slower than her
personal record.
Chance and Yuki, along with
other runners who had been
training prior to the season’s start,
ran during the summer with their
new coach Andrea Leitner. The
new coach continued the runners’
training throughout the regular
season alongside previous years’
coach Melody Neitfield.
After years of running, seniors
Yuki and Gabrielle’s high school
cross country careers have finally
come to a close, but not without a
few accomplishments in tow.
Yuki recently broken the KHS
girls three-mile record time. The
last record was set in 2009 by
Mary Jo Osario, at 21 minutes and
44 seconds. Yuki broke the record
on October 10 at Kea`au with a
time of 21 minutes and 28 seconds
– a full fourteen seconds faster.

A TOUCH OF CLASS ENTERPRISES

Distinctive Residential Remodeling
Specializing in kitchens,
bathrooms and finish carpentry
Steve Real, General Contractor
Lic. No. 33580 808-747-4223
ATouchOfClassEnterprises.com
stevenwreal@yahoo.com
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2nd Annual Mauka To Makai Camp Made Possible By Community Support
By KMS UPLINK Media Club,
Amoo Kainoa and Mike Frailey
Kohala Unupa`a, an `ainabased, outside-of-school pro-

who felt Kohala needed alternative activities for Kohala youth
when school was not in session.
Kohala Unupa`a, which means,

trips to historic places in Kohala
to learn about the community we
all live in. Additionally, Kohala
Unupa`a hosts an annual camp

Mauka to Makai camp participants learned about Hawaiian canoes and sailing techniques when visiting the
Makali`I, one of two ancient Hawaiian replica canoes.

gram in North Kohala, held its
2nd Annual Mauka to Makai
camp during the 2015 school year
summer break. Kohala Unupa`a‘s
executive director, Amoo Kainoa,
and all Kohala Unupa`a staﬀ
members would like to say
mahalo to the North Kohala
Resource Center and all community contributors for their support
in making this camp possible for
the keiki our community.
The formation of Kohala
Unupa`a was the idea of Amoo
and other community members

“Strong Foundation,” incorporates learning about modern-day
culture grounded in Hawaiian
culture and values. Using the `aina
as the classroom, our haumana
(students) explore our `aina’s rich
history. To further build a strong
foundation, our haumana listen
to community kupuna and document their stories and memories of the ahupua`a where their
ancestors lived and flourished.
Kohala Unupa`a utilizes researchsupported evidence-based team
building activities such as field

called Mauka to Makai that takes
community youth on a week-long
camping excursion, which allows
our youth to experience Kohala’s
rich farming and ranching history
on the Mauka segment of camp.
On the Makai segment, the youth
engage in experiential learning
activities to better understand our
community’s deep history and
relationship with the ocean.
During the Mauka to Makai
camp, community youth experience hikes to learn about our
land and the various plants and

trees which help to sustain life
on our island. Youth also participated in the traditional crafts of
lauhala weaving, gathering and
making kamani nut lei, gathering of ule hala to make rope and
cutting of ohe (bamboo) to make
a pu ohe. Additionally, camp participants get to learn about how
ancient Polynesians used the stars
and sailing techniques to get to
Hawai`i. This year the youths were
gifted with seeing the Makali`i,
one of two ancient Hawaiian replica canoes. Camp participants had
the opportunity to talk with crew
members, learning about sailing
technique and star navigation.
Other fun ocean activities camp
participants engaged in were a
swim test and certification, and
dawn fishing excursions.
The Mauka to Makai camp was
only made possible as a result
of public contributions through
grants and many contributions
made by community contributors.
Much mahalo for making Mauka
to Makai happen for our community’s youth. Kohala Unupa`a
is currently planning their 3rd
annual Mauka to Makai camp.
Please help us make this happen
again for our youth. If you have
any questions or would like to
help with camp, please contact
Amoo Kainoa at 895.2545 or jkching64@yahoo.com
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Students Learn History and Dance while Nurturing Flourishing Garden
Story and photo by Kyle Combes which has a similar climate and Kohala Elementary School was was time for the parents to join
On October 30 parents and stu- vegetation to that of Hawai`i. The completing, along with two other the fun. Tolno led the audience
dents alike gathered on the patch two were joined by Laine Ludwig, participating schools in Kona. slowly through some diﬀerent
of grass overlooking the Kohala a student of Tolno’s from Colo- During weekly sessions for the clapping routines before asking
Elementary School garden. At rado. Mr. Garcia also talked about past ten weeks, she said, the stu- them to put it all together and
the bottom of the sloped assem- how drums had played an impor- dents had learned the African follow the drums. Nearly everybly area near the fence were five tant role in the pre-contact life of dances and worked in the garden, one participated.
In the end there had been
African drums, which released Hawaiians. Using these drums, singing and becoming one with
plenty of fun for all,
reverberating notes
and even those who
into the air as the
thought they were
three men behind
attending a passive
them rapped on their
event had a chance to
skins. As the last stumove to the beat of
dents filed in and
the drums. Mr. Garcia
sat down, the drums
took the microphone
quieted and Kohala
once more to make a
Elementary School
final request of the stuPrincipal
Danny
dents. Fara Tolno was
Garcia took the mic.
the founder the KisMr. Garcia began
sidugu Foundation, a
by taking the audiKohala Elementary School students dance to the beat of West African Drums during the wrap-up non-profit organizaence back to 2010. He
celebration of the garden program “Rhythm of the Soil”. Over the course of 10 weeks, students
tion seeking to build
had just become prinlearned African dance, chant and song, which they incorporated into their care of the school
a new school for the
cipal, and the garden
garden.
children of Guinea.
in front of which he
Mr. Garcia explained the founnow stood had been a mass of tall he explained, Hawaiians on the the “rhythm of the soil.”
Once the audience was up to dation was in need of money for
elephant grass. But the garden north shore of the Big Island had
was not destined to always be so, been able to send messages across speed, Michal called up the fifth solar lights and water filters, since
graders. A handful of students the region where the school was
for Ms. Nancy Redfeather, who the channel to Maui.
After he had finished introduc- introduced the song, which was being built lacked electricity and
was among the assembled crowd,
had a vision. It was a vision to ing the guests, Mr. Garcia turned about bravery and based on the clean water. If each student were
build a garden in each school on over the microphone to Michal Sofa drum rhythm, and as the to bring just one dollar, the school
the Big Island. Garcia had wel- Anna Carrillo, director of Lava- drums reawakened, the whole could gather enough money to
comed the idea, and now the Roots Performing Arts. Michal class began to dance. It was filled purchase seven water filters,
school was enjoying its sixth year talked about how she had been with rhythmic clapping and which could collectively purify
fortunate enough to teach dance chanting, and Rheann Matundan, over seven million gallons of
with a flourishing garden.
Next Mr. Garcia transitioned to at Kohala Elementary School for Malachi Duque, and Arlen Sol- water.
It was on this note that the
the guests and their drums. Soriba the past eight years. She then Camara led the class with their
assembly came to a close and the
Fofana and Gabriel Fara Tolno introduced the audience to the singing at the mic.
Once this came to a close, it attendees slowly disbanded.
were from Guinea in West Africa, Rhythm of the Soil program that

12’S BOT/CANS

POWERADE
SPORT DRINK

$13.49

10/$699

HEINEKEN

STORE

32 oz

“Always leave with a Smile”

HOT DEALS FOR NOV 25 TO DEC 8, 2015. COME IN FOR MORE INǧSTORE SPECIALS

CHIPS AHOY
COOKIES

TALENTI
GELATO

CRISCO OIL VEG
OR CANOLA

HONEYMAID
GRAHAM CRK

2/$6

$449

2/$5

$219

9.5-13 OZ

16 oz

48 Oz

14.4 OZ

FRANKS FOODS

RITZ CRACKERS

PILLBURY
A/P FLOUR

CORAL TUNA

PORTUGUESE SAUS

2/$6

$219

2/$169

$359

8.8-13.7 OZ

5 LBS

5 Oz

12 Oz

ON THE HIGHWAY ADJACENT TO THE LIBRARY
OPEN MONDAY SATURDAY 8AM 7PM . SUNDAY 8AM 1PM
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Available Monthly • Order Now!

Kohala
Poi
–
& Kulolo
Made by the Palili ‘O Kohala Cooperative.

Kūlolo $7/box (3/4 pound) • Poi $5/ one pound bag
Order Now! Call Jaime Lee Drew at 756-8481
or www.kahuapaamua.org/poi-kulolo
Palili ‘O Kohala is a project of Kahua Pa‘a Mua. Funding support provided by the USDA Farmers Market
Promotion Program, Dorrance Family Foundation and County of Hawai‘i County Council.

LOCAL PRODUCT MADE IN KOHALA

