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What happens when a vision 
comes to fruition? In Kohala, the out-
come may just be the birth of a mar-
velous mural. Perhaps you are one 
who passes the Hawi Post Offi  ce’s 
Kona-facing wall on a regular basis. If 

so, you will know that the wall trans-
formed in just a few days from all 
yellow into a celebration of Kohala’s 
historic elements. While the actual 
painting was completed in less than 
a week, the planning and approval 
process took many months.

One mission for Kohala High 
School (KHS) centers on college- and 
career-readiness. Part of the eff ort 
includes two programs: Advance-

Kohala Gains Gift of Marvelous Mural Through 
Kohala High School and Community Collaboration

ment for Individual Determination 
(AVID) and College for Every Stu-
dent (CFES), both of which foster 
students’ leadership and commu-
nity service skills. In August, 2016, 
the KHS AVID/CFES team decided 

a mural for the community proj-
ect might work. KHS teacher Fern 
White facilitated the project. Students 
in English classes conducted mini 
research projects regarding places 
in Kohala. In addition, 21st Cen-
tury Community Learning Centers 
(21CCLC) underwrote a portion of 
the project to make it available after-
school for students. Students sur-
veyed the community for input on 

the mural. White facilitated the con-
versations between Bill Shontell of 
Surety Kohala Corporation and artist 
Patrick Ching of Naturally Hawaiian 
Gallery in Waimanalo. Shontell was 
instrumental in providing authentic 

Kohala Sugar images and the permis-
sions for the building, especially due 
to possible federal guidelines for the 
United States Post Offi  ce.

Patrick Ching, who has led the 
creation other student murals on 
KHS campus, orchestrated the Hawi 
mural’s daily after-school sessions 
with students, staff  and faculty who 
were joined by many community 
members. Many students and com-

munity members “put a bit of love” 
onto the wall. It was completed in 
fi ve days. 

Public responses include several 
hundred “likes” on Facebook, along 
with positive comments galore and 

5,700 views of Ching’s video! Maria 
Nakahara, proprietor of M. Nakahara 
store, comments, “That [painting] is 
such a beautiful mural on the wall of 
the building. Sugarcane came back 
to life in Hawi!” Many residents and 
visitors continually stopped to take 
pictures and ask about the mural. 
Many complimented the vibrancy of 

Photos by Anna Pacheco
A new mural graces the Hawi Post Offi ce wall facing Hawi Hill Road. Kohala High School teacher Fern White coordinated the mural with artist Patrick 

Ching as a project of the school’s Advancement for Individual Determination (AVID) and College for Every Student (CFES) programs. 

Community concerns about dis-
ruption to rural life, marine mammals 
prompt decision

On Friday, April 28, Marine 
Corps Base Hawai`i announced that 
Hawai`i-based Marine Corps aircraft 
will strictly limit operations at ‘Upolu 
Airport in Hāwī on Hawai`i Island to 
only about 25 routine operations per 
year. The Marines made their deci-
sion in response to a letter sent by 
Earthjustice attorney David Henkin, 
which was based on complaints from 
members of the rural Hāwī commu-
nity whose lives have been shattered 
by over 800 operations involving 
MV-22 Osprey aircraft and helicop-
ters in the fi rst three months of 2017 
alone.

“The law requires the Marines 
to be honest with the public about 
what they plan to do and how big 
an impact their training activities 
will have on the community and the 
environment,” explained Earthjustice 

Marines Agree To Limit Noisy Flights 
at ‘Upolu Airport on Hawai`i Island

attorney David Henkin. “In 2012, 
the Marines prepared an environ-
mental impact statement that said 
they would use ‘Upolu Airport only 
about twice a month, causing mini-
mal disturbance. The law doesn’t let 
them then ramp up those activities by 
more than a hundred times, blasting 
the community with noise.” 

“When the Marines prepared their 
environmental impact statement, the 
people of Hāwī came out in force to 
oppose use of `Upolu Airport,” said 
community organizer Alyssa Slaven. 
“Such noisy, dangerous operations 
are completely inappropriate for our 
quiet, rural community with limited 
resources to respond to potential acci-
dents. We were also concerned that 
training noise would harm marine 
mammals in the sanctuary off shore 
from the airport and would desecrate 
the nearby cliff s, heiau (temple) and 
birthplace of Kamehameha the Great.”

The smiles on their faces said it 
all. A dozen keiki from the Kohala 
Unupa`a program raised their voices 
in a Hawaiian chant to express their 
thanks and appreciation to Hawai`i 
Forest & Trail for donating a 12 pas-
senger van for their afterschool and 
summer Hawaiian cultural program 
and to North Kohala Community 
Resource Center staff  for their help 
in negotiating the donation. The 2005 
Mercedes Benz Sprinter 2500 van 

Mahalo Hawai`i Forest & Trail!

will be used to transport Unupa`a 
youth to cultural and historical sites 
in Kohala as part of their program. 
This was the fi rst time Hawai`i Forest 
& Trail has donated a van in full to a 
community group. 

“The Resource Center and Kohala 
Unupa`a extend our heartfelt grati-
tude to Rob and Cindy Pacheco of 
Hawai`i Forest & Trail for the gen-
erous donation of this van, which 

Kohala Unupa`a Director, Amoo Kainoa, far right,NKCRC Executive 
Director Christine Richardson, far left, and several Kohala Unupa`a 
students celebrate the donation of a van by Hawai`i Forest & Trail.

See Mural, Page 2

See Airport, Page 2

See Van, Page 2
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Open Daily  10 - 6    889-0760
Downtown Hawi

    elements@ElementsJewelryandCrafts.com

Jewelry, Art and Gifts

Showcasing the work of over
80 Hawaii Artists

Handmade in Hawai`i

Green, recycled and fair trade
crafts, toys and bags

©2017 True Value
®

 Company. All rights reserved.

While supplies last.    
BARGAINS OF THE MONTH®

19.99
5/8 in. x 50 ft. 
No Leak

 

Garden Hose

 

SKU 183648

Sale ends 6/30/17

Sunshine Hardware
Mon - Sat 7:30 - 5:30

Sun 9:00 - 1:00

808-889-5371

each element. 
The elements of the mural depict 

portions of the Plantation Era. As one 
rolls down the hill into historic Hawi 
town the wind blows the sugar cane 
into a fl owing design featuring the 
golden color of the post offi  ce wall. 
Field workers harvest sugar cane as 
a pre-harvest cane fi re roars in the 
distance. The iconic smoke chimney 
from the Hawi Mill has been resur-
rected in this mural after it fell during 
the earthquake of 2006. A section 
of the Kohala ditch represents the 
water that brought life to the area. A 
Pacifi c junglefowl rooster, which was 
important to many of the plantation 
cultures, struts across the same lawn 
as does a native ‘alae ke’oke’o bird 
and her chicks. The inaugural loco-

Ms. Fern White (left) and artist Patrick Ching stand in front of the newly 
completed mural on the Hawi Post Offi ce wall. 

motive “Kinau” runs across the tres-
tles, carrying passengers in its cars 
called “Kalakaua.” The famed cow-
boys and cowgirls of Kohala come 
up on a steer as an ‘io, or Hawaiian 
hawk, soars above Pololu Valley.
Shontell comments, “Mahalo nui for 
the beautiful artwork and teaching 
tool that you(Ching) and the commu-
nity participants, have created on our 
formerly-boring yellow wall. When 
this idea was fi rst presented (by Fern) 
I was a little skeptical about what the 
results might be, but under Ching’s 
guidance, the result is terrifi c. It is 
beautiful, thought provoking and 
will be a great educational tool for 
many. It celebrates the importance 
that the post-contact plantation era 
played in the development of our 
melting-pot culture.” 

will have a profound impact on this 
important youth project,” said Chris-
tine Richardson, NKCRC Executive 
Director.

Hawai`i Forest & Trail is celebrat-
ing its 24th anniversary this year and 
was excited to celebrate by gifting 
this van to a program that touches the 
lives of many Kohala children. 

In addition to an after-school pro-

gram through a 21st Century Commu-
nity Learning grant, Kohala Unupa`a 
off ers a free summer camp for 24 fi fth 
through seventh graders with a focus 
on Hawaiian culture and traditional 
environmental conservation of land 
and sea. Kohala Unupa`a is directed 
by Johnelle “Amoo” Ching Kainoa. 
The project is fi scally sponsored by 
NKCRC.

The kids of Kohala Unupa`a shout their joy as they sit in the van donated 
to the Hawaiian cultural program by Hawai`i Forest & Trail.

Amoo Kainoa, left, gratefully accepts the donation of a van for Kohala 
Unupa`a by Cindy Pacheco, right, of Hawai`i Forest & Trail.  

In response to the public’s com-
ments, the fi nal environmental 
impact statement the Marines issued 
in 2012 stated that MV-22 Osprey 
aircraft helicopters would make 
only “infrequent” use of ‘Upolu air-
port, with approximately 25 fl ight 
operations per year. In recent years, 
however, the Marines dramatically 
increased their activities at the air-
port, prompting Earth-justice’s letter.

In responding to the Earthjus-
tice letter, the Marines affi  rmed that 
“Hawai`i-based USMC aircraft will 
return to the projected estimated 
number of 25 routine administrative 
operations per year at [‘Upolu Air-
port].” They further stated that, “[g]
iven the number of MV-22 [Osprey] 

operations that have already occurred 
at [‘Upolu Airport] this calendar 
year, the USMC will limit its use of 
[‘Upolu Airport] for the remainder of 
this calendar year to only emergency 
landings and required weather diver-
sions.”

“We very much appreciate that 
the Marines are now taking the com-
munity’s concerns seriously and will 
honor their promises to keep opera-
tions at ‘Upolu Airport to a bare mini-
mum,” Slaven said.

“It is, unfortunately, rare for a gov-
ernment agency to acknowledge that 
it needs to correct its mistakes and 
to make the necessary changes vol-
untarily,” said Earth justice’s Henkin. 
“We applaud the Marines for doing 
the right thing.”

Mural, continued from Page 1 Van, continued from Page 1

Airport, continued from Page 1
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Other rates & terms available.

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. APR will be based on your creditworthiness and length of repayment. Rate subject to change 
without notice. Certain terms and restrictions apply. Subject to insurance confirmation. Rate displayed is the lowest available 
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loans only. HCFCU membership is required.
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 Kohala Branch 
    PO Box 39   54-396 Union Mill Road   Kapaau, HI 96755

Photo by Shannon Speier
Drive carefully, Kohala

Nene Crossing

Story by Tony Withington
A pilot project to improve com-

munications between the County 
Department of Parks and Rec-
reation and the community has 
proven successful enough to con-
tinue. The agreement between the 
Parks, Water and Roads Subcom-
mittee (PWR) of the North Kohala 
Community Development Plan 
Action Committee and the County 
was triggered last year when the 
Parks Department cut down 11 
large, mature trees in Kamehameha 
Park without notifying the park 
users or the community in advance. 

PWR last summer helped set 
up a chain of shared information 
with the department that allows 
for advanced notice of parks main-
tenance by the superintendent  in 
Hilo and via a monthly talk story 
with Shawn Rocha, the chief of 
maintenance for parks in North 
Kohala and representatives of the 
users of each of the district’s county 
parks. 

In a meeting with members 
of PWR last month, Charmaine 
Kamaka, director of the Depart-
ment, agreed to help keep the pro-
cess going. The PWR subcommittee 
has agreed to inform the commu-
nity of upcoming Park activities. 
It has also scheduled meetings 
between Rocha and representatives 
of the parks to discuss any imme-
diate routine maintenance proj-
ects and to make suggestions for 

Keeping Tabs on Work 
at Kohala Parks

improvements to Mahukona, 
Kapa’a, Kamehameha and Keokea 
parks. The department also han-
dles maintenance for the civic 
center in Kapa’au.

At the meeting in Hilo, Kamaka 
and Parks Deputy Director Ryan 
Chong also announced four 
upcoming activities in Kohala.

Civic Center
An arborist has been hired to 

assess the condition and make rec-
ommendations about the two large 
earpod (elephant ear) trees in front 
of the Senior Center.

County crews will be trimming 
the banyan tree by the former Bank 
of Hawai`i building to prevent 
encroachment to adjoining prop-
erty.

The Fire Department will be 
using portions of the old Judiciary 
building for six weeks while reno-
vations are made to the fi re station.

Kamehameha Park
County is looking for some-

one to remove all of the monkey 
pod cut stumps in the parking lot 
through the Friends of the Park 
program. Anyone interested in 
taking all the wood should con-
tact Shawn Rocha at Kamehameha 
Park.

The PWR subcommittee will 
also be working with community 
volunteers to plan for the replace-
ment of several African tulip trees 
by the swimming pool that were 
removed last year.
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Old Hawaii Charm

Sales & Property Management
Holly Algood, GREEN RS76414 

54-3848 Akoni Pule  Highway, Kapaau, HI

Call or text: 808.557.0354 (Cell)

3BR/2BA in North Kohala
MLS 601769 

Price Reduced to 
$299,999

Expansive front lanai
Large county kitchen

Large master 
bedroom suite

Saved 
in the Stitch

of Time
Specializing in 

Refashioned Design

Alterations, Mending
   Custom Design

Amanda Shoemaker
464-1197

$5 off for fi rst time customers

To advertise 
in the Kohala

Mountain News
call Tom @

345-0706
 

 

&

We do it All, Big to Small! 
Family Owned & Operated  

 
Landscape & Orchard Design 

Landscaping 
Mowing & Weedeating 

Tree Work 
Fencing 

Gravel Road Installation 
Dump Truck Hauling 

Earthworks 
Nursery Open 

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm
 

Located  off  the highway leaving Hawi.  
Turn right (mauka) at the 35 MPH sign,  

look for our  Sandwich board! 
 

Call for Rates & Details: 
 Landscape & 
Maintenance # 430-8198 
Nursery # : 889-5906 

 

www.AikaneNursery.com 
Nursery Inventory Now Online! 

 

: 

Some gently used furniture, an 
eager group of employees look-
ing for a bargain and together, 
you have the recipe for a generous 
donation. 

Mauna Kea Resort recently 
concluded the sale of furniture 
that had been replaced in various 
areas of Mauna Kea Beach Hotel. 
One hundred percent of the money 
from that sale was donated to the 
nonprofi t North Kohala Com-
munity Resource Center and ear-
marked for the Kohala complex 
Farm to School Project, which is 
among NKCRC’s nearly 100 spon-
sored projects.

The amount, $2,052, was just 
enough for Chef Greg Christian, 
president and founder of Beyond 
Green Sustainable Food Partners, 
who has been selected to work 
with Kohala Complex Cafeteria 
Manager Priscilla Galan and her 
staff  to bring delicious local, fresh 
scratch-cooked food to students, to 
order a much-needed bread slicer.

“I was at my wits end as to how 
we were going to purchase needed 
equipment and then Mauna Kea 
Resort stepped forward and made a 
diff erence,” Christian said. “Sarah 
Pule, the lead baker in the Kohala 
cafeteria, is currently hand slicing 
more than 1,000 pieces of bread 
each week. She is so excited about 
the new, time-saving slicer!” Chris-
tian’s goal through the project is to 

FARM-TO-SCHOOL PROJECT NETS DONATION FROM RESORT EMPLOYEES 
Mauna Kea Resort Donates Staff Sale Proceeds for Equipment Purchase

replace packaged and processed 
foods, as much as possible, with 
scratch-cooked local foods at the 
Kohala Schools Complex, a pilot 
site for the statewide initiative. A 
milk dispenser remains on the list 
of much-needed equipment.

“I would like to thank Mauna 

Kea Resort and its employees 
for its generous donation to the 
Kohala Complex cafeteria, which 
will go towards purchasing some 
small kitchen equipment.  This will 
undoubtedly help the kitchen staff  
as they prepare meals to meet the 
objectives of the Hawai`i Farm to 

School Initiative’s Pilot Project,” 
said Lt. Governor Shan Tsutsui, 
who is spearheading the Hawai`i 
Farm to School Initiative’s Pilot 
Project in collaboration with the 
Hawai`i State Department of Edu-
cation, Department of Agriculture 
and The Kohala Center.  “Mauna 
Kea Resort’s interest in lending 
a hand to the Kohala Complex is 
a prime example of how public-
private partnerships can work 
together to positively benefi t our 
children and schools.”

About Hawai`i Farm to School 
Project

Spearheaded by Lt. Gover-
nor Shan Tsutsui, the Hawai`i 
State Department of Education 
(HIDOE), the Hawai`i Department 
of Agriculture and The Kohala 
Center are working collaboratively 
on the Farm to School Initiative. 

Across the nation, farm to 
school programs are reconnecting 
students to a better understanding 
of the food system and where their 
food comes from. Farm to school 
programs introduce students to 
healthier eating habits and help 
them become familiar with new 
vegetables and fruits that they and 
their families will then be more 
willing to incorporate into their 
own diets. 

Learn more at http://ltgov.
hawaii.gov/farm-to-school-initia-
tive/.

Photo courtesy of Mauna Kea Resort
From L to R: Mauna Kea Resort Executive Sous Chef Rio Miceli, Chef 

Greg Christian, president and founder of Beyond Green Sustainable Food 
Partners, Mauna Kea Beach Hotel Manager Kansas Henderson and 

Mauna Kea Resort VP of Operations Craig Anderson present a check for 
purchase of a bread slicer for the Kohala Farm to School Project.
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Letters

June deadlines:
Ads and News: 6/9/17

Publication date: 6/23/17
July deadlines:

Ads and News: 7/14/17
Publication date: 7/28/17

It’s important for the Kohala 
Mountain News to receive ads and 
news submissions by the following 
deadlines. Otherwise, submissions 

may not be accommodated.

Current Circulation 4,000
Letters to the Editor and Viewpoint articles 

must be accompanied by the author’s 
name, address and telephone number. 

Both must address issues aff ecting North 
Kohala.  Letters and Viewpoints are subject 

to editing, and shorter submissions will 
receive preference for publication. 

All material, either in part or in 
whole, is protected under U.S. 

copyright laws. ©2016.

Kohala Mountain News
P.O. Box 639, Kapa`au, Hawai‘i  

96755

May Contributors:
Nell Achtmeyer, Lehua Ah Sam, 

Donovan Aiona, Samantha Aiona, 
Eila Algood, Big Island Invasive 
Species Committee, Blue Zones 
Project, Victoria Brooke, Cheryl 
Cabrera, Celene Cook, Eugene 
Dela Cruz, Malia Dela Cruz, Sue 

Dela Cruz, Earthjustice, Elias 
Edayan, Virginia Fortner, Mike 
Frailey, Danny Garcia, Ginger 
Gohier, Randee Golden, Frank 

Hustace, Clyson Igarashi-Marquez, 
Kohala Ride Wild Club, Kohala 

Village HUB, Janet Lam, Richard 
Liebmann, Mauna Kea Resort, 

Marcy Montgomery, North Kohala 
Community Resource Center, 

North Kohala Little Fire Ant Survey 
Group, Anna Pacheco, Meloria 

Purell, Diane Revell, Tim Richards, 
Karen Rosen, Val Saffery, Megan 

Solis, Shannon Speier, Sustainable 
Kohala Steering Committee, Kim 
Takata, Ethan Tomas, Lynda Wal-
lach, Fern White, Tony Withington  

Dear Editor:
The Steering Committee of Sus-

tainable Kohala appreciates Coun-
cil Member Tim Richards’ concerns 
about sustainability, which he artic-
ulated in his recent Council Update 
(KMN April 28, 2017). We also wel-
come Mr. Richards’ leadership on 
the Council in his new role as Chair 
of the Committee on Agriculture, 
Water, and Energy Sustainability, 
because these issues are so central to 
our common future. 

We agree that with Mr. Richards 
that sustainability includes the cru-
cial element of local self-reliance 
and that, unfortunately, we are not 
now food secure because we import 
so much of our food supply. As 
Mr. Richards notes, imported food 
places us at risk, especially in any 
emergency, which would interrupt 
commercial shipping. 

Although we agree with him that 
we need a diversity of methods to 
provide the most secure food supply, 

Building Sustainable Food Supply Will Require Change
we do not concur that “the only two 
agricultural production units that 
approach meeting our county needs 
are the beef and dairy industries,” as 
Mr. Richards claims. 

Shipping cattle off  to mainland 
stockyards and then shipping meat 
back to the islands is in no way sus-
tainable, since it doesn’t contribute 
to local food security. 

Putting aside the questions of 
how much water is required and 
how much methane (a greenhouse 
gas more potent than CO2) is pro-
duced for each calorie of protein 
consumed (which would argue 
against global beef production), let’s 
assume that local ranching can easily 
produce enough meat for our local 
population, and can be done sus-
tainably if cattle are rotated across 
grasslands if appropriate tax policy, 
processing units and meat distribu-
tion mechanisms were developed 
here on Hawai`i Island. This strat-
egy strikes us as much more likely 

to lead to local self-reliance and sus-
tainability than “business as usual” 
industrial meat production, which 
requires shipping our cattle to 
unhealthy stockyards on the main-
land, where antibiotics and grain 
feed create health risks to animals 
and humans alike. 

Promoting local diversity of 
crops, diversity of methods and 
diversity of farmers is the ticket to 
sustainability, but focus on local pro-
duction and distribution is crucial.

We look forward to discussing 
these matters with Council Member 
Richards.

The Steering Committee of Sus-
tainable Kohala: 

Val Barnes, Peter DeVries,
John Enloe, Mellanie Lee,
Richard Liebmann, 
Michael    Menchetti, 
John Du Nann Winter, 
Deborah Du Nann Winter, 
Natalie Young

       A big mahalo to the Kohala 
Chargers team, especially the 
Peewee coaches, including Earl 
Hoshida, Eddie Boy Valenzuela, 
Scott Hendricks, Kuhio Lewis 
and Mike Remsen, along with the 
Board members Kamon Kupuka’a 
(President), Amy Pang (Treasurer) 

Mahalo Nui Loa

Dear Big Island Ohana, 
I would like to thank the two 
guys in a truck who came up 
to me when I was stopped on 
Kohala Mountain Road. They said, 
“You are driving crazy; you’re 
gonna kill someone. Are you 
drunk? I should call the police.” 
Later that day, I was stopped by a 

Check Yourself Before Driving
policeman in Waimea. He said they 
had a report that I was driving errat-
ically. I explained that I was just 
tired from being up late and then up 
early, studying to become an EMT. 
He told me to drink a caff einated 
beverage and drive safely. I would 
like to thank this policeman, too. 
A reminder to everyone: 

DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE! 
DON’T DRUG AND DRIVE! (Check 
 your prescription drugs, too!) 
DON’T NAP AND DRIVE! 
You may not care if you get 
hurt, but you can hurt others. 
I am thankful for these remind-
ers and that no one was hurt. 
~Anonymous

and Naomi Hoshida (Secretary) 
for allowing our son, Kamakoa, to 
participate with the team. You gave 
this 12-year old boy with Downs 
Syndrome an opportunity to expe-
rience his dream of playing football 
with his classmates and accepted 
him as one of the boys on the team. 

We appreciate you giving your time 
and your energy, lavishing praises 
and presenting him with a team 
jacket with his name on it! It sure 
brought joy to our hearts to see him 
valued and loved. 

Warmest aloha, 
Eugene & Malia Dela Cruz

North Kohala Public Library 
will kick off  its summer reading 
program starting June 5. The pro-
gram runs for six weeks, ending 
on July 14. New this year is online 
pre-registration, starting on May 
23. Now you can register and track 
all your reading online. Visit www.
librarieshawaii.org or the library 
to sign-up. Once you’re signed 
up, don’t forget to pick up your 
mystery sign-up prize during the 
week of June 5. This year’s theme 
is “Build a Better World,” and the 
library will off er a variety of pro-
grams for all ages.

Every Monday evening at 6 
p.m., enjoy a family fi lm rated PG 
and open to ages 5 and up (except 
for “Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them,” which is PG-13). The 
movies and dates are as follows: 
“Moana” on June 5, “Secret Life of 
Pets” on June 19, “Finding Dory” on 
June 26, “Kubo & the Two Strings” 
on July 3, and “Fantastic Beasts 
and Where to Find Them”*PG-13* 

Summer Library Activities Heating Up
(Parental Advisory) on July 10. 

“Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them” is part of a Teen Wiz-
arding Party. The party starts at 3:30 
p.m. with a Wizard Wand craft. At 
5:00 p.m. wizarding food, including 
butterbeer (which is non-alcoholic), 
will be served. The movie will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. 

Another fun program happening 
this summer for teens and adults is 
a DIY (do it yourself) workshop on 
creating magical fl ower fairy dolls 
on Tuesday, June 20 at 3:00 p.m.

Starting June 7, kids ages 6-12 
can participate in WOW Wednes-
days at 1:00 p.m. On Wednesday, 
June 7 and 14 children will make a 
fairy or gnome house from a recy-
cled book, as well as a wooden fairy 
or gnome doll. 

On June 21, children will take 
part in designing, building and test-
ing an outdoor pool noodle obstacle 
course. Using Legos, pool noodles, 
cardboard tubes and other recycled 
materials, children will build a 

marble run on June 28. 
Kites and other fl ying objects 

will take to the skies on July 5. Kids 
will be creating and testing (wind 
permitting) a variety of diff erent 
types of fl ying objects. 

On the fi nal WOW Wednesday, 
July 12, there will be an end of the 
summer reading program celebra-
tion including food, water games 
and a slip ‘n’ slide. (Remember to 
bring your swim suit and towel.) 

The summer reading program 
off ers something for everyone! 
Come to the library this summer 
to enjoy the programs, sign up for 
summer reading, read books and 
win prizes. There are prizes for all 
readers - children, teens and adults! 

For more information and a 
complete program schedule, call 
Leilani Silver at North Kohala 
Public Library at 889-6655. 

Please call three weeks in 
advance to request a sign language 
interpreter or other special accom-
modation. 
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Kapa`au Veterinary Center
Robin Woodley, D.V.M.

889-5488

Small Animal Medicine          Surgery                                     

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 8:30 - 5:30   Wed & Sat 8-1

www.kapaauveterinarycenter.com

Acupuncture  &  Herbs

   HAWAII
PACIFIC

BROKERS LLC www.BigIsle.com

AWAIIAWAII
CIFICCIFIC

OKERS LLCOKERS LLC

REAL ESTATE • DEVELOPMENT • SALES
65-1323 KAWAIHAE ROAD • KAMUELA, HAWAII 96743 

• OFFICE: (808) 885-5557 • FAX: (808) 885-4895

J. David Richardson, 
R (RB14632)
(808) 938-4799
daverich808@gmail.com

Puakea Bay Ranch Lot

Located in North Kohala’s
 most established 

oceanfront acreage 
community this serene, 

near-oceanfront, 10 acre 
parcel offers the best in 

island living. 

Spectacular ocean, 
sunset, coastline and 

Maui island views!

  $1,050,000 
MLS 288550

County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Tim Richards

 Aloha everyone! 
I want to bring you up to 

speed on several ongoing hap-
penings in our communities.
   County Budget for Fiscal Year 
2017- 2018

I am sure everyone by now is 
well aware of the fi nancial concerns 
our County is facing. The fi nal 
numbers are not quite in yet, but 
as I understand our County is now 
facing a budget shortfall of some-
where between $14 and $17 million. 
Our expenses have increased some 
with the new employee contracts 
and the funding liability needed 
for the pension plans, but the larger 
concern is the County not receiv-
ing its share of the TAT (transient 
accommodation tax). This is a tax 
that is collected in our hotels and 
resorts, mostly paid by our visitors. 

As the TAT was originally set 
up, we should be receiving approx-
imately $32+ million annually. 
During the fi nancial crisis starting 

around 2008, the counties willingly 
gave back approximately 50 percent 
to help the State of Hawai`i with 
their shortfall. The understanding 
was that once we were through 
the crisis, the allocations would go 
back to the original amounts. That 
has never happened. Even worse, 
the State is currently considering 
cutting the County portion to even 
less. 

The whole reason the TAT was 
put in place was to help fund the 
impact of our tourism guests vis-
iting our islands. Their impact on 
our infrastructure (parks, beaches, 
roadways, etc.) was to in part be 
supported by this funding. Our 
counties have had to “make do” as 
what was promised has not been 
delivered. By rough estimate, we 
have been missing $16+ million dol-
lars from our State appropriations. 
For this next coming year alone, 
that would balance our budget. The 
solution short term is unfortunately 

more budget cuts. Long-term? What 
would help is receiving the origi-
nal portion of the TAT, but the true 
solution is an economic growth. 
Our County needs a dynamic econ-
omy that aff ords us the resources to 
take care of our island community. 

Banyan Trees Near the Old 
Bank of Hawai`i in Kapa`au

As many of you realize, the large 
banyan trees near the King Kame-
hameha statue pose a potential 
problem. If during times of storm 
or emergency any of those trees 
come down, some of our citizens 
will be trapped. Just as importantly, 
some of our fi rst responders will be 
unable to get out and help our com-
munity. The police, fi re department 
and ambulances would be trapped 
at their stations. I have been in 
contact with Director Charmaine 
Kamaka of Parks and Recreation on 
this matter. One of the best arborists 
in the state is being brought in to 
evaluate the trees and make a rec-

ommendation on what is best for all 
concerned. Once this recommenda-
tion has been received, the commu-
nity will be made aware of what the 
plans will be.

The extension of the Daniel K. 
Inouye Highway from Saddle Road 
to Queen Ka`ahumanu Highway 
Timeline: The EIS (environmen-
tal impact statement) for this road 
extension has been released and is 
available at this link: 

h t t p : / / o e q c . d o h . h a w a i i .
g o v / S h a re d % 2 0 D o c u m e n t s /
EA_and_EIS_Online_Library/
Hawaii/2010s/2017-04-23-HA-
DEIS-Saddle-Road-Extension.pdf

The comment period is cur-
rently open and all comments must 
be received by June 7. The fi nal 
route has not been determined yet, 
as public comment is still being 
received. If you have and opinion, 
please voice it!

Aloha!

By Lynda Wallach
Two interesting and informative 

presentations were the main order 
of business at the May 8 meeting 
of the North Kohala Community 
Development Plan Action Commit-
tee (NKCDP AC). The fi rst, by Susan 
Fischer, described the general pro-
cedures the County uses to acquire 
land using the 2% tax fund. Com-
munity groups nominate properties 
for purchase to the Public Access, 
Open Space and Natural Resources 
Commission (PONC), which then 
prioritizes them and presents rec-
ommendations to the County. 

Thanks to a number of very 
active community groups, North 
Kohala has been very successful in 
nominating properties and getting 
them purchased. Purchased prop-
erties must be left mostly unde-
veloped except for such things as 
parking lots, restrooms, trails and 
plantings.

Representatives from the Plan-
ning Department then gave a long 
and informative presentation on 
the progress of the review and revi-
sion of County General Plan. The 
review is currently in the third of 

Updates from the NKCDP Action Committee Meeting
fi ve phases, which includes coordi-
nating with the district CDPs. The 
AC was gratifi ed to see that the 
CDPs were being integrated more 
fully into future planning proce-
dures. Planning Director Michael 
Yee stated, after the meeting, that 
he has attended meetings of all 
the active CDP ACs and was quite 
pleased with their work and profes-
sionalism.

Following the presentations, the 
AC voted to approve a letter from 
the Public Access Group asking the 
mayor to authorize the director of 
fi nance to enter into negotiations for 
the acquisition of lands at Hapu’u, 
Kapanaia and Halelua. 

They also approved a letter from 
the Growth Management subcom-
mittee requesting that the Planning 
Department send them the Subdi-
vision/Consolidation applications 
for North Kohala and that they also 
be on the distribution list when any 
application document aff ects our 
district.

Toni Withington of the Public 
Access Group reported that, on 
April 12, State Representative Cindy 
Evans, David Smith, Administrator 

of the State Division of Forestry, 
Clem Chang of Na Ala Hele and 
several community members hiked 
down to Pololu and later attended 
a public meeting to discuss pro-
posals for improving the situation 
at Pololu Lookout. Captain Cortez 
of the Kohala Police Department 
reported that crime at the Lookout 
was less than was thought, having 
found only one report for 2015-2016, 
though Withington mentioned that 
there had been two car break-ins 
in the past month. Captain Cortez 
noted that, since there is no cell 
phone service at Pololu, communi-
cation in case of an emergency such 
as a tsunami is a problem. 

CDP Chair John Winter, report-
ing for the Parks, Water and Road 
Subcommittee, said that the County 
Water Commission has approved 
the budget for a 2017 rate increase. 
All users will face some change but, 
the more water a customer uses, the 
higher the increase will be. 

The standard commitment is 
800 gallons per day. Also on the 
subcommittee’s agenda are the one-
lane bridges on the way to Pololu, 
especially the one at Waiohia Gulch. 

Tourists do not always see the yield 
signs, resulting in some incidents 
between tourists and local resi-
dents. 

The subcommittee will be work-
ing with Captain Cortez and the 
Department of Transportation on 
possible remedies. The subcom-
mittee will now be meeting in the 
Old Judiciary Building on the third 
Wednesday of the month at 5:00 
p.m.

Faye Yates of the Health Sub-
committee mentioned that she had 
heard that there was some concern 
that the contract for emergency ser-
vices for the new emergency room 
at the Kohala Hospital had been 
awarded without community input 
or an open bidding process.

John Winter announced that 
there is a bad little fi re ant (LFA) 
infestation along Ho`ea Road, the 
second serious LFA infestation in 
Kohala, after Niuli’i.

The next meeting of the NKCDP 
AC will be on Monday, July 10 
at 5:00 p.m. in the Old Judiciary 
Building in Kapa`au. Members of 
the community are encouraged to 
attend.
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Open Every 
Day for 

Lunch and Dinner

Come. . . Taste The Love
(808) 889-5900

Traditional and Inspired Sushi
Entrees, Salads, Desserts & Full Bar

Tapas-style Creative
Entrees • Sunday Brunch

Closed between 3 and 5 p.m.
20% Kama`aina Discounts
12 - 3, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

 Ho’ohiwahiwa 
No Kamehameha

(Honoring Kamehameha)

In honor of  the great ali’i, 
King Kamehameha I, and his 
birthplace of Kohala, we are 

offering all Kohala residents,  
for the week of June 11th,

 50% off an initial consult
 or office visit

Appointment times will go
 fast. Make yours today! 

498-4018
We are open Monday through 

Friday, 12-5pm

From Lady Gaga to Lorna Lim, 
Dolly Parton to Diana Krall, Enya 
to Etta James, Joan Jett to Joanne 
Shenandoah, Women’s Voices is 
eclectic – playing blues, pop, rock, 
country, traditional, Hawaiian, 
reggae and jazz, with a dash of clas-
sical and a hint of hip hop. It brings 
the world to Kohala with a global 
experience through singers from 
Africa, Europe, the Middle East, the 
Americas, New Zealand, Australia 
and Asia. It also brings Kohala to 
the world via streaming on KNKR.
org as suggested by the almost 2,000 
likes on its Facebook page entitled 
“Women’s Voices on KNKR.” Eila 
rarely plans her show but rather 
trusts her spirit to guide song and 
spoken word choices.

In the past two years, since cre-
ating and being deejay for Women’s 
Voices, Eila has noticed that up to 
75 percent of singers on the radio 
are male voices. 

“I’m constantly astonished at 
the lack of equality in music and 
media, so I’m doing my part to even 
up the score.” 

One of the surprises has been 
that many men in Kohala have 
shared their appreciation for 
the show. “I want women and 

Voluptuous Verbal Voyage
girls to hear female singers and 
spoken word artists on the radio 
to empower them and a positive 
bonus has been the tremendous 
support of male listeners. I wonder 
if a society that focuses so much on 
male voices deprives all of us the 
gift of women’s voices,” says Eila. 
She recently reached out to Hawai`i 
Public Radio to do a statewide inter-
national women’s voices program.

One can also hear spoken-word 
pieces, both prose and poetry, by 
women and girls. “I look for local 
writers whose work I can read, 
then go on to whomever has a mes-
sage that feels worthy of sharing. 
We have so many great writers in 
Kohala, some of whom I’ve had on 
my show as guests.” 

Being a guest on Women’s 
Voices is open to Kohala women 
and girls who want to share their 
music or spoken word while doing 
some talk story with Eila. If you or 
someone you know would like to 
be on the show or have music or 
written work to share contact Eila 
at alohaeila11@gmail.com.

Tune in to Women’s Voices on 
Monday and Wednesday from 10 
a.m. - 1 p.m. on 96.1 FM or stream 
on KNKR.org. 

Photo courtesy of Eila Algood
Eila Algood hosts “Women’s Voices” on KNKR 96.1 FM. The show 

features female musical and spoken word artists, and Algood welcomes 
local talent to contribute to the production. 

By Virginia Fortner 
On April 23, a dozen and a 

half writers amplifi ed thoughts 
and feelings for two hours at the 
Algood Barn in Hawi. Eila Algood 
explained the project from Trans-
formative Language Arts, which 
gave the prompt “Amplify” and 
the rules: “No one’s going to be 
wrong.” She told the group, “Trust 
whatever comes. Sometimes you 
get nothing.” Nervous chit chat 
quieted, questions ceased and pens 
scratched for ten minutes. 

When asked who would like to 
read what they wrote, they listened 
to one fi ction piece, and expanded 
thoughts from childhood, and 
twists and turns from inner jour-
neys. Careful listening and lack of 
criticism invited everyone to choose 
to share their confi dential piece. 
Settings ranged from the past to the 
future, childhood to yesterday and 
Hawai`i acreage to the landscape of 

Writers Amp Up For a Good Time
the heart.

Each person then found a com-
fortable place overlooking pasture-
land and ocean or on Eila’s couch 
and wrote, this time for 20 min-
utes. Sharings came more slowly 
when the group convened. Some 
amplifi ed on what was written or 
observed in the day’s writing pro-
cess, others shared a poem. Occa-
sional humor peeped through what 
was read.

Women and men had initially 
introduced themselves by mention-
ing Hawai`i Writer’s Guild lead-
ers, KNKR DJ, the Waimea Writers’ 
Tuesday group, the third Tuesday 
Hawi Library writers or Tutu’s 
House. After the transformative 
two hours, they mingled in clusters 
with inspired conversation. First-
time writers met editors, published 
authors gave out business cards and 
all agreed that they would like to 
repeat the afternoon’s experience.  

Photo by Nell Achtmeyer
Kohala writers convened for an afternoon of refl ective, prompt-driven and 

critique-free writing at Algood Barn.

NAKAHARA STORE

(808) 889-6449  | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm  Sun: 8am-3pm
Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree

Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts
HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP, & MAUI ONION SALSA
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Jana K T Kaholoa’a
REALTOR® Broker, RB-21500

Certifi ed Negotiation Expert, CNE
T 808.895.1045 F 888.828.2215

Jana@HawaiiBeachGolf.com
www.HawaiiBeachGolf.com

68-1330 Mauna Lani Dr 308, Kohala Coast, HI 96743

Jana

Miller  

895-4145
 millerfc@me.com

Call or email 
us for an

appointment

kohalacomputers.com

Fred 

Service, Repair
& Training

Kohala
Computers

Did you know?
The Kohala Mountain 

News
is online at

www.kohalamountainnews.com
Check us out 

for all the latest 
news in Kohala

“When you walk through the 
forest in Kohala, you rarely see a 
native plant,” said Brad Belmarez, 
owner of Aikane Nursery. “People 
are missing that connection to the 
unique plants that belong in this 
place,” he said. “It’s really sad to 
see how invasive plants have taken 
over.”

Belmarez’s passion for connect-
ing people and plants spills over 
into his business at multiple levels. 
Aikane Nursery sells only non-
invasive plants and follows a vol-
untary professional code of conduct 
for stopping the spread of pests like 
little fi re ants and coqui frogs. He 
regularly tests for ants in the nurs-
ery and volunteers with commu-
nity eff orts to control coqui frogs 
in Kohala. Because of the nursery’s 
commitment to these responsible 
practices, they have been endorsed 
by the Big Island Invasive Species 
Committee (BIISC) as a Plant Pono 

Aikane Nursery: Connecting People to Plants for a Sustainable Community
business.

The Plant Pono program was 
developed to endorse growers and 
landscapers like Aikane Nursery 
who are committed to helping their 
customers make wise planting deci-
sions, said Molly Murphy, the Plant 
Pono specialist with BIISC. Some 
invasive plants spread from yards 
and gardens into forests and grow 
out of control, she said. Other plants 
may become agricultural weeds, 
reducing yields or harming live-
stock and making it diffi  cult to pro-
duce food sustainably and locally.

Living and working in the 
Kohala community has been a good 
fi t for Belmarez in fulfi lling his com-
mitment to planting pono. “People 
in Kohala are tuned in to the prob-
lems with invasive species,” he 
said. His clientele are looking for 
landscape plants and fruit trees, 
and many are working towards sus-
tainability through local food pro-

duction. “Most Kohala people are 
open to learning about native spe-
cies,” said Belmarez.

“I try to educate the community 
about native plants.  Everyone gets 
some natives in the landscapes we 
help them with. I like sharing the 
unique stories of each plant.” He 
describes native plants with words 
like “subtle” and “spiritual” and 
appreciates the connection that 
Native Hawaiians have always had 
with all the living things in their 
world.

The practical aspects of using 
native and Polynesian plants in a 
landscape further reinforce Bel-
marez’s commitment to planting 
pono. 

“The wind in Kohala is really 
challenging for people who are 
planting in their yards,” he said. He 
promotes non-invasive species as 
wind breaks. “Kou, kamani, ohia, 
milo, kukui and hau are all great 

in the wind,” he said. They are 
adapted to local conditions and are 
conservative with water as well. 

The staff  of Aikane Nursery 
welcome everyone to their nursery 
who want to learn more about not 
only native species, but also non-
invasive trees for food, shade and 
wildlife habitat. Information about 
plants, inventory lists and special 
events can all be found on their 
website and Facebook page. Visit 
aikanenursery.com. 

To learn more about the Plant 
Pono program and to see lists of 
plants that have been fl agged as 
problems and pono alternatives, 
visit their website at plantpono.org. 
Contact Molly Murphy at BIISC to 
ask questions, arrange to have new 
plant species evaluated for poten-
tial risk or fi nd out more about 
becoming a Plant Pono-endorsed 
business. Her email is mollym3@
hawaii.edu.

Photo courtesy of Big Island Invasive Species Committee
The owners and staff of Aikane Nursery welcome customers interested in 

planting non-invasive food plants and learning about native species. 
Left to right: Brad Belmarez, daughter Makena, Sally Woodcock, Devin 

Longfellow, Kelly Hyde.

Photo courtesy of Big Island Invasive Species Committee
Brad Belmarez, owner of Aikane Nursery in Hawi, introduces customers 

to drought-resistant native plants like this kului, a soft, silvery native 
dryland forest shrub.

We would like to inform our com-
munity about the current status of 
the Coqui Coalition. Last September 
we ran out of funds and were forced 
to tell those who called the Coqui 
Hotline that we were out of money. 
Two of our eradication members 
said they would continue to work 
on the large infestations with what-
ever citric acid and lime we had left, 
without pay, until we could secure 
more funding. We mailed 73 letters 
of request to our loyal donors, and 
by the end of December had raised 
$10,000 for eradication! Even though 
this seems like plenty of money, 
it is just about enough to keep us 
going 4-5 months, depending on 
the weather. We have been granted 

Kohala Coqui Coalition Update For 2017
$9,000 from the County Council to 
be spread over the next fi scal year, 
along with $2,500 from Council-
man Tim Richards’ contingency 
funds. We are constantly in need of 
more funding, but will continue to 
eradicate as long as there is money 
coming in.

There are several large infesta-
tions in Kohala at this time. The larg-
est by far is Keokea Gulch and the 
Niuli`i  area. The other two sites are 
the transfer station and the gulch 
along Pratt Road near Kohala Nurs-
ery. The residents of Niuli`i have 
organized a group of volunteers that 
go out regularly to battle the infes-
tation in their neighborhood. The 
same is true of the residents near the 

transfer station and Kopiko Estates. 
We applaud these eff orts and see 
this as the FUTURE of controlling 
coquis in Kohala!

We receive approximately 20 
calls a month on the coqui hotline, 
and we have a single guy once a 
week to address all these calls! The 
other nights are busy treating the 
larger infestations. We would like to 
encourage our community to pro-
tect their neighborhoods by form-
ing small eradication groups to treat 
frogs in their area. The Coalition can 
assist and support, but ultimately 
the burden may be on individu-
als to be actively involved in keep-
ing their neighborhoods quiet. The 
pressure of new frogs coming in and 

the heavily infested Keokea Gulch 
demands more time and money than 
we can currently provide.

We ask THREE things: 
1. When you hear a coqui, call the 

coqui hotline 889-1777
2. Take responsibility for your 

neighborhood
3. Make a donation today
Help us to Keep Kohala Coqui 

Free!
Donations are tax deductible if 

made through the North Kohala 
Community Resource Center, as we 
are a project under the umbrella of 
their 501(c)(3).

Make checks payable to NKCRC, 
Attn: Coqui Coalition, P.O. Box 519, 
Hawi, HI 96719.
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The

Next to Aloha Gas Station

Open: Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30
Sat   9 - 3

Family Salon

889~5077

Hair Spectrum

Located at the bottom of  Hawi Rd.

889-1061

 • 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
 •  Propane
Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,

Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

CARTOW
KOHALA

KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

The local community is invited 
to join the celebration as Saint 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church 
in Kapa`au becomes the second 
faith-based organization in North 
Hawai`i to become Blue Zones 
Project Approved. Sponsored by 
HMSA, Blue Zones Project is a 
community-by-community well-
being improvement initiative 
designed to make healthy choices 
easier through permanent changes 
to environment, policy and social 
networks. 

The church will be recognized 
with during an award celebration 
on Wednesday, June 21, beginning 
at 5 p.m. at St. Augustine’s James 
Walker Hall, 54-3801 Akoni Pule 
Highway. 

There will be a “plant-slant” 
potluck, cooking demo, light enter-
tainment and certifi cate presenta-
tion. The event is free and open to 

Saint Augustine’s Episcopal Church Now Blue Zones Project Approved™  

the public. 
With the persistence of Well-

ness Committee Chair Kathy Mat-
suda, Lani Bowman and fellow 
members of the church, St. Augus-
tine’s achieved Blue Zones Project 
Approved status after complet-
ing the Blue Zones Project faith-
based organization pledge – a free 
tool that provides research-backed 
guidance that can strengthen mem-
bers’ involvement and support 
their well-being. 

The pledge process includes 
adopting and supporting best prac-
tices for promoting well-being, 
such as: 

- Incorporating stretching at 
their group meetings and activities.

- Organizing a book club discus-
sion on Thrive: Finding Happiness 
the Blue Zones Way

 by Dan Buettner.
- Hosting Family Fun Activities. 

The church hosts BINGO Night for 
their members and community, 
and started a walking moai on Sun-
days after service and fellowship.

- Hosting a plant-based potluck 
for the entire congregation.

Saint Augustine’s Episcopal 
Church has embraced the Blue 
Zones Project. They are helping 
their members to support a healthy 
lifestyle. 

They put “family fi rst,” have a 
“plant slant” diet and on Sundays 
they practice “moving naturally” 
to promote well-being. 

“Live healthy, be happy, be 
positive. Your life will be brighter,” 
said Kathy Matsuda. 

“By working on the project, 
our church members are more 
well-being conscious. Our fellow-
ship potlucks are more plant slant 
and we started a walking moai! St. 
Augustine’s was one of the fi rst 

Photo by Sue Dela Cruz
St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church members celebrate becoming Blue Zones Project Approved. The Blue Zones Project strives to make healthy choices 

easier through permanent changes to a community’s environment, policy and social networks.
organizations to register towards 
approval. With Lani Bowman and 
Kathy Matsuda on the Kohala Blue 
Zones Engagement Team, it was 
easy to get St. Augustine’s involve 
with the project,” said Sue Dela 
Cruz, engagement leader for Blue 
Zones Project – North Hawai`i. 

Lani Bowman says, “We are 
very pleased St. Augustine’s has 
been certifi ed as a Blue Zones 
House of Faith. We are thankful for 
this opportunity to spread the word 
about longevity, healthy living, 
right connections and JOY! All of 
this and more makes so much dif-
ference! 

To learn more about becoming a 
Blue Zones Project Approved faith-
based organization, contact the 
Blue Zones Project team in Hawai`i 
at BlueZonesProjectNorthHawaii@
healthways.com or visit bluezone-
sproject.com.
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We’re cooking it up for YOU!

HAPPY HOUR
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
4:00 - 6:00 889-5555

Visit our new retail store
Next to the Nakahara Store - Hawi  •  Open every day
We are the ONLY GoPro retailer in North Kohala 

carrying the newest GoPro Hero 4 camera 
and choke accessories.

• Hydrofl asks 
• Hammocks
• Hats
• Shirts
• Shoes
• And More!

Promising News from the 
State Legislature. Tiny House Bill 
HB2 has passed in both the House 
and the Senate! This paves the 
way for Hawai`i Island to make 
a leap forward in food security 
by addressing one of the key bar-
riers to local food production: 
an adequate labor workforce. A 
huge mahalo is due to our state 
and county representatives, who 
joined forces to see this exciting 
piece of legislation was approved. 
The governor’s signature is now 
urgently needed to make HB2 law.

Why HB2 is Eff ective. To 
attract and retain qualifi ed farm 
workers – and to encourage young 
farmers to start their own farms, 
living in their own homes – solv-
ing the aff ordable housing chal-
lenge is an essential building 
block to reclaiming our local food 
system. Governor Ige’s optimistic 
new call to “double food produc-
tion by 2020” must be met by prag-
matic changes in our agriculture 
industry’s infrastructure. Second 
to land and water access, labor 
and housing are right there at the 
top of island farms’ needs lists. If 
our goal is to achieve any increase 
in food production, we must pro-
vide safe and secure housing that 
then helps build a much needed 
agricultural work force.

Frustrated by previous procla-
mations to increase food produc-
tion that have not led to measurable 
change, island communities have 
been urgently seeking concrete 
solutions to help catalyze real 
food system change. After analyz-
ing food system hopes and barri-
ers, the North Kohala-based One 
Island non-profi t organization 
stepped forward to champion the 
island-wide Hawai`i Tiny House 
Initiative. 

In meetings with over 500 
island residents to date, as well 
as the governor, State representa-
tives, mayor and County depart-
ments, One Island confi rmed the 
high demand for aff ordable hous-
ing solutions and found clear evi-
dence that the intersecting need to 
increase food production can con-
currently be addressed by resolv-
ing the farm worker housing crisis 
with low cost solutions.

As obvious as this solution 

Real Food: Real Farms – Tiny House Momentum Builds
may sound, implementation 
requires rethinking restrictive land 
use and housing size ordinances. 
Mayor Harry Kim embraces 
the idea of “little houses on the 
island” as a solution to the wider 
housing crisis, but concedes that 
the County mechanisms to allow 
“little house” solutions are not yet 
in place. 

Kohala residents who have 
built “small” report that the cost in 
permits and years of time awaiting 
complex approvals can cost more 
than a simple tiny home itself. 
Many others avoid this conun-
drum and build small units with-
out permits or approvals, always 
fearing County reprisals. Clearly 
there is a need to re-think rural 
small footprint living options, 
remove restrictive rules and cel-

ebrate innovative solutions.
Change IS Coming. This year 

saw a fortuitous convergence of 
legislative priorities and local com-
munity demand. Our House Rep-
resentative Cindy Evans boldly 
put forth a succinct amendment to 
change existing agricultural land 
use law to legitimize the use of 
tiny houses on working farms. 

This is a powerful step towards 
increasing safe housing and 
increasing food production. While 
the Hawai`i Tiny House Initia-
tive was working at the grassroots 

level, a team of State Representa-
tives were marshalling support 
in the Capitol and our County 
Council members Jen Ruggles and 
Tim Richards strategically secured 
unanimous Council support. The 
path to achieving this admirable 
goal is now actually being built. 

Small homes – under 500 inte-
rior square feet and in place around 
the world - with examples on our 
island remaining since plantation 
days, off er a cost eff ective solution 
to safe housing for farmers and 
farm workers and have the poten-
tial to be a model for solving other 
housing needs around the island 
and the state in future years.

It all began in Kohala. The 
Hawai`i Tiny House initiative was 
launched at a local precinct meet-
ing in Kapa’au last September, 

when farmers’ urgent needs for 
aff ordable worker housing was 
brought up. Followed by a pivotal 
conversation at the Farmers Union 
United State Convention in Octo-
ber, Representative Evans tasked 
her team to craft a concise, easy to 
implement House Bill. HB2 was 
then unanimously endorsed by 
Hawai`i County Council, made 
it through fi ve State commit-
tee meetings, passed the House 
of Representatives and saw a 
unanimous vote of support in the 
Senate. Cindy Evans deserves a 

big round of applause! She com-
ments that after seeing a Tiny 
House exhibit during a mainland 
conference, she immediately saw a 
viable solution to her longstanding 
farm worker housing goals. When 
she heard that real farmers, facing 
crippling housing and labor chal-
lenges in Hawai`i, were ready to 
implement low cost tiny houses, 
she was eager to step forward and 
lead the charge to change the law 
at the State level. 

Thanks to her foresight and 
determination, Hawai`i Island is 
now poised to be the fi rst county 
to benefi t from tiny farm housing.

All of this empowering collab-
orative work will give farmers a 
chance to attract and retain reli-
able, skilled farm workers year 
round and diminish barriers to 
farming by giving passionate, low 
income farm owners a chance to 
live on their land, better protect 
their crops, prosper and build 
a strong, enduring agricultural 
economy.

Next steps. Governor Ige’s sig-
nature is required to turn the HB2 
bill into law. If he signs the bill, 
the state-level authorization for 
farm-based tiny houses directly 
encourages the County Council 
to develop an implementation 
strategy. According to State House 
Representative Richard Creagan, 
chair of the House Agriculture 
Committee, the governor’s sig-
nature authorizes farms to begin 
building, as long as they conform 
to the “under 500 square feet” rule 
and are on commercial operating 
farms, which supercedes land use 
restrictions that have prevented 
tiny homes in the past. Concur-
rently, the County will need to 
develop land use and permitting 
processes to meet the new demand 
that is sure to begin walking 
through their doors every week. 
Local Food Security Ho!

Representative Evans encour-
ages you submit your support 
for HB2 directly to the governor 
by going to governor.hawaii.gov, 
choosing “Contact Us” and then 
“Comments on Legislation.” If you 
support local food, love our farm-
ers and want to see our agriculture 
economy fl ourish, send in your 
support for HB2.

Photo courtesy of Bamboo Living
A modest 500-square-foot “tiny house,” suffi cient for housing several 

people, features a covered entrance and attractive landscaping. 
Legislation to make tiny houses legal in Hawai`i has passed both the 
House and Senate and is poised to become law, pending approval by 

Governor Ige.
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You’ll love that people are the 
heart of Hawai‘i Life. Heart 

matters in what we do.

Contact Teri or Lisa today to find out how Hawai’i 
Life is changing the way that people do real estate 

in Hawai’i—simpler, smarter, with heart.

Teri Takata Lisa Velasquez 

Hawai‘i Life Real Estate Brokers  |  HawaiiLife.com

808.895.0188 
TeriTakata@HawaiiLife.com

808.785.9090
LisaVelasquez@HawaiiLife.com

Take-out
889-0208

CSC CAFE
Local Food

Open daily
6:00 am – 9:00 pm

Local FoodLocal Food

Open dailyOpen daily

J. Lorenzo Construction
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time

• Residential, commercial,
  industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017
896-0432

lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

• 29 years of experience 
  with projects done all
  over Kohala

Story by North Kohala LFA 
Survey Group

The North Kohala LFA Survey 
Group is a very small group of 
North Kohala residents survey-
ing for the little fi re ants (LFAs) to 
report this column. We are not part 
of the Hawai`i Ant Lab.

The purpose of this column is 
to establish an accurate and cur-
rent listing of where the outbreaks 
of LFAs are in North Kohala, to pro-
vide treatment status, updated in 
each issue of the Kohala Mountain 
News (KMN), to keep the public 
informed and to provide more spe-
cifi c precautions and links to treat-
ment information.

Current Locations: 
Ho`ea Road, Lei Kolu Road and 

Lipoa Gulch: The Ho`ea Road infes-
tation is signifi cantly larger and 
worse than we were originally able 
to confi rm before last month’s KMN. 
This infestation covers at least 25 
acres, including seven properties, 
and it is solidly established in the 
Lipoa Gulch both north and south 
of Lei Kolu Road—which is the 
nightmare scenario we were afraid 
of. All samples were confi rmed by 
Department of Agriculture Pest 
Control Branch entomologist Rob 
Curtiss. We have been working with 
the aff ected landowners currently 
living here for the access to map out 
the infestation. They are all fully 
aware of the situation and most of 
the aff ected owners attended the 
hands on-training with Big Island 
Invasive Species Committee (BIISC) 
and have started some preliminary 
LFA baiting.

The most serious problem is that 
the LFAs are solidly established all 
the way down and through Lipoa 
Gulch, which is an ideal habitat 
for them. The infestation in the 
gulch on the south side has spread 
throughout the gulch and is spread-
ing south toward Hawi Town. The 
vegetation and debris is so dense 
that it is very diffi  cult to climb 
through, let alone eff ectively main-
tain a baiting program for the LFAs, 
and no baiting has been initiated in 
the gulch yet. Even after extending 
the peanut butter test sticks 300-400 
feet up Lipoa Gulch, the south end 
of this infestation has still not been 
reached.

It is clear that eradicating this 
infestation will require the forma-

Current Little Fire Ant Threats in North Kohala
tion of an LFA Response Team, 
similar to the Coqui Coalition. 
Unless this infestation is eradicated, 
nothing will stop it from continu-
ing to build density and accelerate 
its spread up the gulch into Hawi 
Town and in all other directions as 
well.

We placed hundreds of peanut 
butter test sticks on Ho`ea Road, 
from the Spies/ Jumalon nursery 
up to the highway (including the 
small mulch piles at the County 
baseyard), down Smith (Pratt) Road 
and Ho`ea Makai Road (from Ho`ea 
Road). All of those other areas are 
currently negative, at least near the 

roadway.
Niuli`i: Confi rmed (a relatively 

small area that is still being baited).
Makapala: Location(s) currently 

unknown.
Anyone with any direct knowl-

edge of additional information 
on the above LFA outbreaks or 
any new LFA outbreaks in North 
Kohala, please contact us at Koha-
laLFA@gmail.com. Please include 
accurate directions to the infestation 
area, approximate size of the area, 
when it was discovered, method of 
determining presence of LFAs, if 
and how it is being treated, and any 
additional information about the 
infestation or any known cases of 
pets or livestock contracting tropi-
cal keratopathy there.

Frank Hustace, who organized 
the May 10 LFA information meet-
ing at the Kohala Village HUB, has 
stepped up, with some other sur-

rounding landowners, to start the 
process of forming and funding an 
LFA Response Team. We are work-
ing with him and the landowners in 
the aff ected area. 

The severity of this infestation 
will require signifi cant community 
support to have any chance of get-
ting to full eradication of the LFAs. 
If you’re able to contribute in any 
way, you can contact him at frank.
hustace@gmail.com.

It is very important to do suffi  -
cient testing with the peanut butter 
sticks prior to starting any baiting 
treatment around your property. 

Organic farmers and anyone 

who is not willing to use any pesti-
cides on their property are particu-
larly vulnerable if this infestation is 
not eradicated. There are NO eff ec-
tive organic barrier treatments to 
stop LFAs from coming onto your 
property or into your dwelling.

One of the most insidious strate-
gies of the LFAs that makes them so 
dangerous is that they can remain 
unnoticed for many years while 
they build density and spread in 
multiple locations, often becoming 
irreversible (unable to eff ectively 
be eradicated), as has happened 
in parts of East Hawai`i and many 
warm, wet locations around the 
world.

Precautions: 
It is a good idea not to go into the 

areas with LFA infestations if you 
don’t need to, especially don’t take 
your pet into those areas.

If you have to go into or get 

plants, soil, building materials, etc. 
from an LFA infested area, test the 
items with peanut butter sticks 
and treat the product with the 
proper treatment before bringing 
the items home and if possible run 
your vehicle through a car wash 
before leaving Hilo if you’ve been 
in an LFA infested area for any sig-
nifi cant time. Test the items again 
when you get home and retreat as 
needed. Wash any clothes exposed 
to the LFAs. (One of the fi rst places 
the LFAs will invade is your house 
if you bring them back in/on your 
vehicle, plants, lumber, etc.)

Never get green waste mulch 
from the east side. There is County 
green waste mulch available on the 
west side, and it’s pretty safe, but 
it’s still a good idea to test with the 
peanut butter sticks.

Test with peanut butter sticks 
any plants, soil or lumber you get 
delivered, especially if it’s coming 
from the east side. If LFAs are found, 
treat immediately with a contact kill 
pesticide, listed on the Hawai`i Ant 
Lab (HAL) website and continue to 
test with peanut butter sticks until 
you’re sure no LFAs survived. Many 
websites describe how to do the 
peanut butter sticks. 

A good rule of thumb is, if the 
ants are very small, red-orange and 
slow moving, they should be put in 
a zip lock bag, frozen and sent either 
to: Department of Agriculture, 16 E. 
Lanikaula Street, Hilo HI 96720 OR 
to: Rob Curtiss, DoA Pest Control 
Branch, P.O. Box 26, Captain Cook, 
HI 96704 for positive ID while you 
start initial treatments. 

LFAs that are found to be estab-
lished must be baited on an accurate 
four- to six-week repetitive baiting 
cycle, per BIISC or HAL instruc-
tions. For large areas, the mixed gel 
baits using ProVaunt or Tango are 
much more cost eff ective and will 
not be deactivated if it rains. BIISC 
has an easy to read, straightforward 
two-page information sheet you can 
get by going to the BIISC home page 
(www.biisc.org), clicking on Help-
ful Links, Videos and Documents,  
scrolling down to LFA Calendar and 
then clicking on that link. 

Learn and understand all the 
BIISC or HAL baiting information 
completely and, preferably, take  
one of the free BIISC or HAL train-
ing sessions before starting.

Photo courtesy of http://www.kauaiisc.org
Little fi re ants are shown on the tip of a pencil. Other tiny stinging ants 
on Hawai`i Island can be mistaken for the little fi re ant, so baiting and 

subsequent confi rmation by a reputable lab is required before declaring 
their presence.
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Email weekly calendar listings to kohalacalendar@gmail.com

MON 9AM Kohala Senior Club 
Meetings - Age 55 plus

Old Courthouse  895-2094

5:30PM 6PM Insanity Classes with Ross Pagat Solid Rock North Church 989-0966

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes hisaoka gym 895-2025

6:30pm 7:30pm AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK (behind pool) 889-5675

7PM Al-Anon meeting with Laura Kohala Mission School cafeteria

7PM 8PM Refuge Recovery - 
Buddhist principals to recovery from 
addictive substances or behaviors

Clay house 
(behind the Hub)

464-4411

TUES 9AM 10:30AM CHAIR YOGA Intergenerational Center 880-0583

10am 3pm Hawi Farmers’ market

5PM 6PM MEDITATION COURSE intergenerational center 917-293-3427

6:30pm 7:30pm AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK (behind pool) 889-5675

wed 2pm WOW ACTIVITY CLUB :
June 7 & 14:   Create a gnome or
                               fairy home
June 21:  Design and build an
                        obstacle course
June 28:  Build a marble run                   

North Kohala Library 889-6655

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes walker hall 895-2025

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM

7PM Alcoholics 
Anonymous

Wylie Hall,  ‘Iole Road,
Kalahikiola Church

889-6703

THURS 3:30pm Na ‘Imi Ike; Hawaiian Language 
Study Group

North Kohala Library 889-6655

5:30PM 6pm Insanity Classes 
with Ross Pagat

Kamehameha Park Complex 989-0966

5PM 6PM MEDITATION COURSE
(STARTS APRIL 11)

intergenerational center 917 
293 3427

6pm Table tennis/ping pong Intergenerational Center 889-1099

6:30pm 7:30pm AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK (behind pool) 889-5675

7PM 8PM Narcotics Anonymous - 12 Steps Lokahi Treatment center

FRI 10AM Preschool Story time for ages 2-5   North Kohala Library 889-6655

SAT 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK (behind pool) 889-6655

SUN 10AM 11AM Seibukan Karate Academy HAWI FARMERS MARKET
 (IF SUNNY)

6PM 7:30PM Celebrate Recovery - Hosted by 
Adam & Melinda Anakalea

Solid Rock North church 640-8590

Weekly Events in  JUNE 2017

 

   

● Groceries ● General Merchandise ● Fishing & Diving Supplies 
● Fresh Flowers & Arrangements ● Hawaiiana

Monday - Saturday 8 to 7, Sunday 9 to 5
Across from the Middle School in Halaula ● 889-5262

A severe, uncontrolled little fi re 
ant (LFA) infestation on Ho`ea Road 
in Hawi was the subject of an emer-
gency public meeting held at the 
Kohala Village HUB on Wednesday 
evening, May 10.

An unoffi  cial count placed the 
attendance at 200 people.

Heather Forester, Invasive Ant 
Specialist with the Hawai`i Ant Lab 
(University of Hawai`i – Mānoa) 
was the principal speaker. LFA test 
kits and informational materials 
were distributed during her talk.

According to Forester, one of 
the important early steps in fi ght-
ing LFA infestations is for residents 
to be aware of the ways in which 
ant incursions are started and the 
critical necessity of testing for their 
presence.

“If residents use test kits to 
survey their property and report 
the results to us at the Hawai`i Ant 
Lab, we will have a better idea of 
the extent of LFA activity in the area 
and we can plan control measures 
accordingly,” Forester said.

“LFA are hitchhiker ants,” said 
Forester. “Check anything you 
bring into your home and onto 
your property, including potted 
plants, compost materials, cuttings, 
soil, and landscaping materials.”

Although LFA infestations have 
been reported in North Kohala over 
the last few several years, includ-
ing Niuli`i, Keokea State Park and 
Makapala, the Ho`ea Road out-
break is the largest to be confi rmed.

Neighbors in the area recently 
joined together in a training session 
organized by the Big Island Inva-
sive Species Committee (BIISC) 
and participants learned how to 
mix and broadcast a gel bait devel-
oped by the Hawai`i Ant Lab that 

Little Fire Ants Now in Hawi
has been eff ective in controlling the 
spread of LFA.

Complicating the present con-
trol eff ort is the infestation’s spread 
into diffi  cult terrain that makes con-
trol and eradication challenging.

Frank Hustace, co-owner with 
his wife, Christine, of Ku`u Home 
Ranch, a 15-acre parcel in the near 
vicinity of the Ho`ea Road infesta-
tion, helped organize the commu-
nity meeting. He voiced optimism 
and told the HUB gathering that 
help is on the way.

“A group of residents is work-
ing together to create a task force to 
begin to deal with this huge prob-
lem,” Hustace said. “We’re orga-
nizing several initiatives to build 
support within the community so 
we can respond to this outbreak and 
others that threaten our region.”

According to Hustace, one of the 
fi rst initiatives of the new group plans 
is to create and distribute LFA test kits 
to members of the community.

Forester encouraged the meet-
ing participants to be proactive.

“Test your property, talk with 
your neighbors, learn about ant 
behavior and remain vigilant,” 
Forester said. “Remember, if your 
neighbor has them, eventually, you 
will too.”

“Think like ants!” she said. 
“Work together!”

For more information about 
LFA, contact:

Hawai`i Ant Lab
808-315-5656
16 E. Lanikaula Street
Hilo, HI 96720
info@littlefi reants.com
Big Island Invasive Species 

Committee
808-993-3340
biisc@hawaii.edu

Story by Richard Liebmann
All citizens can take action to help deal with the invasive 
little fire ants. The text of House Bill 606, which grants 
county officials the ability to enter private property to 

eradicate little fire ants, can be found at: 
www.capitol.hawaii.g ov/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumb

er=606&year=2017
This bill has passed the legislature and is on the governor’s desk 

to be signed or vetoed.
The comment section on Governor Ige’s website 

can be found at: 
governor.hawaii.gov/contact-us/comments-on-legislation.

It takes just a few minutes to fill out the form 
and write a comment of 250 characters.

Comments Invited on 
Little Fire Ant Bill

Photo courtesy of http://dlnr.hawaii.gov
Little fi re ants work together.
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Kohala Sports

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

You can support our projects and the Center with a tax-deductible donation to
NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi, HI 96719 • 889-5523• 

www.northkohala.org
A great way to love Kohala!

Mahalo to The Dorrance Family Foundation 
for their generous support of Kohala Ride Wild Club 

and North Kohala Eat Locally Grown.
Special thanks to Hawaii Forest & Trail for their donation 

of a van for Kohala Unupa`a.
Thank you to all our donors and buyers who made our 

2017 online auction the biggest and best ever!!

    
    

   p
lanning for death planning for life planning for death planning for life planning

James Land
(808) 430-7290

jim@gogracefully.com
www.gogracefully.com

The circle of life and death need not include fear, unwanted expense or added difficulty.  
Go Gracefully serves the dying, which is all of us.  

Create peace of mind for loved ones, young and old, with our 
Living is Dying Check List, which includes over 100 steps to prepare for the inevitable.  

Properly created end of life plans ensure your wishes are carried out, prevent probate, ease the 
burden on family and friends, and save you thousands of dollars.

James Land is a certified End of Life Doula, hospice volunteer, entrepreneur, former paramedic 
and the father of five children.  He has attended over 50 deaths, and discovered the secret to 
creating affordable legal documents that work.  He enjoys sharing this valuable information and 

serving others through end of life planning.  
Call or email for a consultation and receive a free copy of The Five Wishes living will.

Go Gracefully

The Hawai`i High School 
Rodeo Association season has 
come to an end. Many of Kohala’s 
fi nest keiki Cowboys and Cow-
girls provided a great show for 
the die-hard crowd who came to 
the Parker Ranch Rodeo Arena for 
two days of rodeo action on Satur-
day and Sunday, April 29 and 30.

Highlighting the show were 
the High School, Junior and Keiki 
Cowboys and Cowgirls! Kohala’s 
Rodeo sensation, Dawstin Hoo-
pai-Bobek, thrilled the crowd 
with his big heart and smile while 
doing things on a horse that most 
of us can’t (just look at that pic-
ture of him in Po’o Wai U action)! 

Dawstin participated in these 
events on both days: Tie-Down 
Roping, Dally/Team Roping, 
Double Mugging and Hawai`i’s 
own unique event, the Po’o Wai 
U, which involves roping the calf 
and cinching it to the “Y” in the 
arena. 

He was joined by a bunch of 
fellow Kohala competitors in the 

Kohala’s Cowboys and Cowgirls Have Fun at the 
HHSRA Finals Rodeo in Waimea!

Junior Rodeo (middle school) 
ranks which, in the Girls category, 
included: Naomi Brooke, Teige 
Lorenzo-Akamu, Kapanaia Reyn-

olds, Kiani Salvador-Glory, Hina 
Nui Starr, Anela Stewart, Ocean 
Van Zandt and Sydney Wiernicki. 
The Junior Girls participated in: 

Barrel Racing, Pole Bending and 
Goat Tying. 

In the Junior Boys category, it 
was: Trever Figueroa, Keeshon 
Santiago, Elijah Tabiolo and Tyler 
Van Zandt.  The Junior Boys par-
ticipated in: Double Mugging, 
Chute Dogging and Goat Tying. 

In the Keiki (Elementary 
School) ranks, it was: Kalista 
Caravalho, Lilyanna Caravalho, 
Chawai Dunhour, Marley Endre-
son, Mia Hayes, Kena Solomon-
Hoopai and Hailey Van Zandt. 
The Keiki participated in: Dummy 
Roping, Barrel Racing, Goat 
Undecorating and Pole Bending. 

All competitors were given 
prizes at the end-of-the-year ban-
quet,  held at the Hapuna Prince 
Hotel on Sunday, May 7, for their 
performance and for participating 
in HHSRA events throughout this 
season. 

Get ready for next rodeo season 
starting up in October, and look 
for the results of the fi rst event of 
2017 in our November issue!

Photo courtesy of Samantha Aiona 
Kohala’s High School Rodeo sensation, Dawstin Hoopai-Bobek, in some 

Po’o Wai U action!

With spring in session 
and summer looming, 
more children will be out 
and about on their bikes!.
Bike Ed at Kohala Elemen-
tary teaches them about 
health, bike safety and 
character building.

Bike Ed is a three-day, 
in-school bike education 
program for fourth grade 
students. The staff  and 
volunteers of PATH (Peo-
ple’s Advocacy for Trails 
Hawai`i) annually service 
18 schools on the island of 
Hawai`i. PATH instructs 
each school’s fourth grad-
ers, a minimum of 1,000 
fourth-grade students per 
year. In March of 2017, cer-
tifi ed Bike Ed instructors 
Paul Burke, Joe Loschiavo 
and their staff  of volun-
teers arrived at Kohala 
Elementary with their 
fl eet of 30 bicycles in tow. 

PATH Teaches Bike Safety
Through their instruc-
tion and encouragement, 
they address several 
critical health and safety 
concerns, such as health 
(physical fi tness), safety 
(the rules of the road, 
which include signaling, 
etc.) and character-build-
ing. PATH partnered with 
the Trauma Programs at 
Kona Community Hospi-
tal, North Hawai`i Hos-
pital and the Hamakua 
Health Center to decrease 
the chance of traumatic 
brain injury by donating 
over 1,200 bike helmets for 
our island’s keiki. Every 
participating student got 
a helmet and a certifi -
cate upon completion of 
the Bike Ed program. Big 
mahalos to Uncle Paul 
for scheduling Kohala’s 
fourth graders again this 
year!

Photo by Donovan Aiona
People’s Advocacy for Trails Hawai`i (PATH) staff teach Kohala Elementary fourth graders 

the importance of bicycle safety when riding on the street during their annual visit to Kohala 
Elementary School.
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Mention this ad & receive 10% off

• Commercial
• Residential
• New Construction

www.kohalawindowcleaning.com
Serving West Hawaii since 2006

Quality you can clearly trust

Window 
Cleaning

Solar
Cleaning

Water Spot 
Removal

Paul West/Greg Pobst
(808)885-7600

office
(808)443-3833

cell
Member of  International

Window Cleaning
Association

CHRIS JOHNSON
GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR

 BUILDER LLC #BC33522

Happy to quote 
your building

projects, 
large and small.

Professional 
Home 

Inspections, too.

Call 936-7064 or 
email:  kohalachris@gmail.com
References and projects online at: 

www.chrisbuilds.com

• FedEx • UPS • USPS 
• Domestic & 

International Shipping
 • Mail Boxes for Rent

• Copy • Print • Fax 
• Scan • Post Cards 

• Greeting Cards
• Art by Local Artists

In the center of Hawi
Mon/Tues/Thurs: 9-5

Wed/Sat: 9 - noon   
Phone:  889-1112

Fax:  889-1121

Paradise Postal

The boy’s baseball team partici-
pated in the Big Island Interscho-
lastic Federation (BIIF) baseball 
season, ending in a doubleheader 
victory in Pahoa! Kohala was led 
by the hard hitting of sophomore 
Kaimi Hook, who has become a 
seasoned player in only his second 
season of Varsity baseball.

Head Coach Vernon Karratti and 
his assistants, Kamon Kupuka`a 
and Joe Anderson, have a bright 
future ahead going into next season 
with a young but experienced team 
coming back. Great job, Cowboys!

The girls softball team fi nished 
the BIIF Division II season in third 

KHS Spring Sports Come Alive with Baseball, Softball and Track and Field
place and played a best-of-three 
series at second-place holder, Kame-
hameha Schools-Hawai`i. Two 
weeks later, Kohala represented 
BIIF at the Division II state tourna-
ment, played on the home fi eld of 
the McKinley Tigers. The Cowgirls 
beat Lanai High School in their fi rst- 
round game, 12-0. In their next two 
games, Kohala played Oahu Inter-
scholastic Athletics (OIA) cham-
pion, the Aiea High School Na Ali’i, 
and tournament #2 seed, the Roo-
sevelt High School Roughriders. 
Kohala lost both of those games, by 
the scores of 7-3 and 9-4. Leading 
the team were Mikayla Kekoa and 

Jurnee Keawe in the pitcher’s circle, 
and Setsuko Kimura, Keiko Yamura 
and Symphony Kauanoe-Libron at 
the plate. Great season, and have a 
great summer, Cowgirls!!!

Track and Field has been resur-
rected, and has shown great prom-
ise, with Coach Jason Muse at the 
helm. The enthusiastic squad of boys 
and girls represented Kohala and 
opened some eyes at the BIIF Finals 
meet, which was held at Kea’au 
High School on May 5 and 6. Partici-
pants and their events included:

Girls: Gayle Lum (100m), Aliyah 
Page (200m), Mari Miller (800m and 
1500m), Angelique Kokal (800m 

and 1500m) and Kamaile Gusman 
(Shot Put and Discus)

Boys: Justus Ventura (100m and 
800m), Duncan Anderson (800m 
and 1500m), Christian Cedillos 
(800m, 1500m and 3000m) and 
Dahlton Franco (shot put). 

Coach Muse deserves a lot of 
credit for this momentous season. 
“From the bottom of my heart, I 
would li ke to give a special mahalo 
nui loa to all of the parents, teachers 
and community members that made 
this resurgence of Kohala Track and 
Field possible! Next year promises 
to be another special season,” said 
Muse.

Kohala Sports

Story by Victoria Brooke
Two mixed crews from Kawai-

hae Canoe Club (several of the 
paddlers being from Kohala) went 
to Kauai to participate in the 48th 

Annual Prince Kuhio Long Dis-
tance Canoe Race, held on March 25 
out of Kukuiula Small Boat Harbor 
Park in Koloa. 

The conditions were rough, as 
there was a storm front that passed 
through on the day of the race, 

8th Annual Prince Kuhio Long Distance Race
causing high swells and rough surf. 
The direction of the race had to be 
changed several times in order for 
the race to go on smoothly. 

The two crews from Kawai-

hae were a Mixed Open crew and 
a Mixed 40’s crew. The racers had 
practiced for months in advance in 
the waters off  of Kawaihae in prepa-
ration for wind and waves. How-
ever, nothing could prepare them 
for the size of the swells they would 

Photos courtesy of Kawaihae Canoe Club 
Mixed Open crew members (Left to right) Gary Kamauoha, U’i Macabio, 

ShaunYoung, Victoria Brooke, Leo Woods, Russell Lee and Maya 
Lei’ilima (not shown) took second place in their division at the 48th Annual 

Prince Kuhio Long Distance Canoe Race.

encounter in the race. It was exhila-
rating, to say the least! 

The Mixed 40’s crew won First 
Place for their division, and the 
Mixed Open crew earned Second 

Place in their division. The racers 
got to paddle right by the famous 
“Spouting Horn” blow hole. It was 
an epic race and a day that will live 
on in the memories of the paddlers 
for a very long time. 

The Kauai teams were very sup-
portive and grateful that Kawaihae 

paddlers had made the journey 
from Big Island to Kauai to be part 
of the race. Kilohana Outrigger 
Canoe Club and Namolokama Out-
rigger Canoe Club were gracious 

enough to lend canoes for the race. 
The scenery on Kauai was 

breathtaking, the people kind and 
the race a memorable one. 

The two crews out of the Kawai-
hae Canoe Club were proud to rep-
resent the Big Island at the Kauai 
race. 

Mixed 40’s crew members (left to right) Chris Bertlemann Plunkett, 
Julie Thompson, Tricia Bell Tom, Jon Salvador, Troy Farmer and Kevin 
Charlton won fi rst place in their division at the 48th Annual Prince Kuhio 

Long Distance Canoe Race on Kauai. 
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THE COQUI CORNER
The COQUI HOTLINE is heated up with 

over 20 calls in April and early May.
Sites Treated:

Ainakea lots ● Kahae ● Kaauhuhu
Homestead ●“Hawi Hill” ● Transfer Station 
● Transfer Station Gulch ● Pratt Road Area

● Kohala Nursery Pump House Area
● Kapiko Estates ● Numerous Residences

KEEP KOHALA COQUI FREE!
TAX EXEMPT DONATIONS: NKCRC  PO BOX 519  HAWI, HI 96719

 MAHALO FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!

COQUI HOTLINE: 889-1777

TAX EX

 M

 96719

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Kohala 
Dental Center

Call us today 
to request an appointment

Your smile is our top priority

Accepting new patients
Emergency appointments

- State-of-the art dentistry
- Exams & digital x-rays
- Dental hygienist on staff
- Tooth whitening
- Ceramic fi llings & crowns
- Oral surgery & extractions
- Full/partial dentures

www.kohaladental.com

889-6277

Na `Imi `Ike, a Hawaiian Lan-
guage Study Group, will continue 
to meet from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. each Thursday through the 
summer at North Kohala Public 
Library. All ages and all skill 
levels are invited to join the study 
group, which is coordinated by 
Kamehameha Preschool teacher 
Jesse Lucas.

The study group has been 
meeting since September 2016, 
with the intent to create a group 

Learn Hawaiian Language Free
of motivated learners in North 
Kohala who support each other 
in increasing their Hawaiian l an-
guage skills. Each session includes 
a variety of vocabulary, grammar 
and oral exercises. Newcomers are 
welcome and will fi nd that, within 
a few weeks, they will begin to 
develop an awareness of simple 
sentence structure and vocabulary.

Call the North Kohala Public 
Library at 889-6655 for more infor-
mation.

Final preparations are being made for North Kohala’s 
day-long celebration in honor of Kamehameha I 

on Sunday, June 11. 
The map below shows the parade route for that day. 

The highway will be closed from 11:00 a.m. 
till an estimated 12:30 p.m. Starting 11:00 a.m. 

at the North Kohala Community Resource Center, 
the parade will move down Akoni Pule Highway to Kapa`au, 

past the statue, around the hospital loop, 
back onto the highway and end at Kamehameha Park. 

The statue ceremony begins the day,
 with the ho`olaule`a at Kamehameha Park featuring 

exhibits, food and music till 4:00 p.m. 
New to the festivities will be Kanikapila Concert 

from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. that night at the Kohala Village HUB, 
featuring some of the musicians who played at 

the park celebration, like Lady Ipo from Kauai and 
Kanani Enos from Hilo. 

Light food, beer and wine will be available for a donation. 
All funds, including a suggested $5 or $10 donation at the door, 
will benefit FEED Hawai`i, the Kohala Village HUB’s non-profit. 

Map courtesy of Kohala Village HUB
Park of Akoni Pule Highway will be closed on June 11 from 11:00 a.m. till 

an estimated 12:30 p.m. for the annual Kamehameha Day Parade.

Adjusted Schedule for Kohala’s 
Kamehameha Day 2017

Are you interested in learning 
more about practices for feeding 
our community or about Hawaiian 
crafts? If so, there will be two series 
of classes focused on these topics 
happening every two months at the 
Kohala Village HUB. Sessions will 
be from 9:00 a.m. till 12:00 noon. The 
cost is $180.00 for each series of four 
classes or $50.00 per class for drop-
ins. 

The fi rst series is called Hānai 
Kohala. Session one took place May 
20, when Sa’o Vaefaga taught how 
to clean, process and cook kalo. He 
also shared about the cultural signifi -
cance of this staple of the Hawaiian 
diet. The second class will be on July 
15, with Jim Pederson demonstrating 
how to break down a lamb carcass. 
On September 16, Donna Maltz will 
teach how to grow your own plants 
to ferment and how probiotics pro-
vide health benefi ts. The fi nal class in 
this series is about ulu, or breadfruit, 
with Angelina McCoy. She will show 
how to prepare this staple using tra-
ditional Micronesian ways.

Folks who enjoy creating will 

Workshops on Food and Crafts 
Offered in Hawi

enjoy the second focus, the Kilohana 
Kohala series of workshops, which 
are Hawaiian crafts taught by Hawai-
ian practitioners. On June 10, Lehua 
Ah Sam will teach how to make 
feather fl owers and hand-held kāhili. 
The second workshop, on August 12, 
will teach participants how to make 
a small fi sh trap, taught by Pelika 
Andrade. On October 14, a workshop 
on how to process lauhala and make 
a bracelet and fan will be off ered, 
taught by Ku’u Makuakane and 
Jonny Mae. The fi nal workshop in the 
series will be on making Christmas 
wreaths with local foliage, taught by 
Audrey Veloria. 

Registration for these workshops 
is available on line at www.kohalavil-
lagehub.com. Funds generated will 
support sponsorships for youth to 
participate in activities at the HUB, 
all part of their non-profi t FEED 
Hawai`i, which is dedicated to nur-
turing and feeding Hawai`i through 
food, arts, culture and ecology. For 
further information, contact Program 
Director ‘Ekela Kahuanui at 889-0404 
ext. 104. 

 Trade Winds Return
By Diane Revell
The still, humid air
Holds me to the ground and slows my movements
As if a heavy warm coat engulfs me.
More effort and energy drained in the process.
With the morning dawn, the air is in motion
Trade winds have returned
The heaviness has lifted and I move with ease
Facing into the wind my body lifts off the ground
I drift up with joy.
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Telephone 889-6436

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Hawi, Hawai`i  •  The Welcoming Church

Masses: Saturday 5 pm 
Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am

Rev Elias Escanilla
Deacon Thomas Adams

Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Kalahikiola 
Congregational Church
Service every Sunday Morning at 9:30 

followed by pupus & fellowship

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30

Iole road of Akoni Pule Hwy. in 
Kapa’au 1/4 mile past the statue

www.kalahikiolacongregationalchurch.com

889-6703

Gospel of Salvation 
Kohala

Kokoiki Road
Service: Sunday 9:00 AM

Adult Bible Study: Monday 6:30 PM
Prayer Meeting: Friday 6:30 PM

Pastor Ilima Moiha
www.gospelofsalvationkohala.org

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
Kapa’au, North Kohala  

Sunday Services:
7am - Holy Eucharist (quiet Mass) 

9am - Holy Eucharist 
Children’s Sunday School & Fellowship Brunch

Thrift Shop Hours:
Weds: 12 – 3:30pm  • Thurs:   4 – 6pm

4th Saturday: 10am – 12pm
Free Community Meal:

4th Saturday of each month: 11am – 12:30pm
Vicar Diana Akiyama   

www.staugustineskohala.com ●   808 889 5390

Kohala Churches

Kohala Baptist Church

Sunday Services  
Adult Bible Study/Kids on Mission  9 am

Worship Service/Sunday School 
(for children of all ages) 10:30 am

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church

KOHALA MONTHLY CALENDAR JUNE 2017
DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

2 FRI 4 PM 7 PM KHS FIRST FRIDAYS CRAFT AND LOCAL FOOD VENDORS KHS 889-7117

3 sat 9 am 3 pm Huge Garage Sale Huge inventory, new, used, collectibles, 889-5334, Kohala Jodo Mission 895-7539

3 SAT 2 PM 4 PM FREE COOKING CLASSES Please sign up by emailing winterd@whitman.edu HUB BARN 889-0404

4 sun 9 am 3 pm Huge Garage Sale Huge inventory, new, used, collectibles, 889-5334, Kohala Jodo Mission 895-7539

5 MON 6 PM 7 PM Growth Management Subcommittee meeting BANK OF HAWAII BUILDING

5 MON 6 PM Family Film Moana North Kohala Library 889-6655

6 TUE 6:30 PM 8 PM North Kohala Community Association meeting, contact Jeff Coakley Kohala Intergenerational Center 443-8687

7 WED 4 PM Community Access Group MEETING SENIOR CENTER

10 MON 5 PM NKCDP AC Meeting North Kohala Community Development Plan 
Action Committee

Old Judiciary Building 323-4770

11 SUN 11 AM 12:30 PM Kamehameha Day PARADE SEE PAGE 15 FOR DETAILS

12 MON 3 PM 5 PM North Kohala Parent Support group Supported by N. Hawaii Community Children’s Council KINGS VIEW CAFE 989-4894

13 TUE 11 AM Adult reading discussion Wishful Drinking - by Carrie Fisher North Kohala Library 889-6655

13 TUE 6 PM Hawaii Farmers Union United 6pm potluck, 7pm presentation. For everyone
 interested in good food, not just farmers

The HUB 889-5715

17 SAT 4:30 PM 6:30 PM Free Grindz hot meal Kohala Baptist Church Banyan Tree

18 sun 10:30 am 11 am go skate day road closure from aloha gas to roots skate park akoni pule highway 895-2909

19 mon 6 pm Family Film Secret Life of Pets North Kohala Library 889-6655

20 TUE 10 AM Adult & Teen Writer’s Group North Kohala Library 889-6655

20 mon 6 pm Flower Fairy Doll craft teens and adults North Kohala Library 889-6655

21 WED 5:30 PM Agriculture subcommittee MEETING SENIOR CENTER

24 SAT 10 AM 12 PM Thrift Shop At St. Augustine Church Next to Walker Hall 889-5390

24 SAT 11 AM 12:20 PM Community Meal At St. Augustine Church Walker Hall 889-5390

26 mon 6 PM Family Film Finding Dory North Kohala Library 889-6655

27 TUE 5 PM 6 PM CDP subcommittee Power, Viewplanes, & Erosion Control, 
contact Susan Fischer

Old Courthouse 882-7611

28 WED 4 PM 5:30 PM Restorative Yoga Therapy class With Carla Orellana, by donation The HUB 889-5151

28 WED 5 PM Parks, Water & Roads Subcomittee Monthly meeting Old Courthouse 882-7611

Come Support Kohala Ride Wild Club
Saturday, June 3 at 3:30 p.m.

Lighthouse Pasture
Free to the Public

Concession Available for Purchase
* Only Pony Club Members May Enter *

2nd Annual 
Little Miss Paniola Pageant

Photo courtesy of Kohala Ride Wild Club
Princesses in the 2016 Little Miss Paniola Pageant
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Apparel, Locally Handcrafted Jewelry,
Gourmet Goodies, Toys and More!

Open 7 days a week, 10 - 5
808-889-1041

DOWNTOWN HAWI

889-5613
rod@rodsrepair.com

Rod’s Repair
Factory Authorized Appliance Service
• Appliances and parts
• Ice makers
• Refrigeration
• Locksmith service

Hinokawa Electric LLC
Serving All of Your Electrical Needs

High Voltage Specialist

• Home stand-by generators
• Generac generators 
• Sales and repairs
• Alternate energy systems
• New homes and renovations
• Trouble calls

Service is Our Business
Aloa # 021349

License C-16154

FREE SPORTS PHYSICALS ● BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS 
● HEALTH SCREENINGS ● TB TESTING 

●CHILDREN’S PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS 
● DENTAL SCREENINGS AND MINOR PROCEDURES 

● TOBACCO CESSATION 
● OTHER INFORMATIONAL VENDORS

Ohio Air National Guard 178 Medic Group to provide:

HAMAKUA-KOHALA HEALTH 
WELLNESS OUTREACH

HAMAKUA-KOHALA HEALTH PARKING LOT
45-549 PLUMERIA STREET

HONOKAA, HI 96727

SATURDAY     MONDAY
JUNE 17           JUNE 19

10AM - 3PM

HAWI BANYAN TREE

HAWI BANYAN TREE [CORNER OF 
AKONI PULE  (HWY 270) AND 

HAWI RD (TO WAIMEA)]

MONDAY
JUNE 19

2PM - 4PM

Island Care Mission

Provided by the Ohio Air National Guard 17B Medic Group in partnership with the Hamakua-Kohala Health 
& AlohaCare, Special mahalo to West Hawaii Community Health Center for their kokua.

&

HAHAMAMAKUKUA-A-KOKOHAHALALA HHEAEALTLTLTHHH
WEWELLLLNENESSSS OOUTUTREREACACHH

HAMA AKUK A-KKOHAOHALA A HEAHEALTHLTH PAPARKIRKINGN LOTLO
45-5494  PLUMERIA STTREERE T

HONHO OKAO A, HI 96727

SATTUURRRDDAY MMOONDAY
JUNE 17           JUNNE 19

10AAM - 3333PPPPMMMM

HAWI BANYAN TREE

HAWAWI BANYAN TREE [CORNER OF 
AKOKONI PULE  (HWY 270) AND 

HAWHAWI RI RD (D (TO TO WAIWAIMEAMEA)])]

MMMMOONNDAAYYYY
JUNE 19

2PM - 44PPMM

ProvProvidedided by b the OhioOh  Air NatNationaional GuG ardard 1717B MediM d c Grc Group in pn partnartnershership wip withith the th Hamaam kua-Kohahala HHealth 

Y       

Story by Karen Rosen 
On Earth Day, 2017, I had 

the great pleasure of attending 
the opening reception for Alvita 
Soleil’s one-woman show in 
Luke’s Room at the Kohala Vil-
lage HUB. I am so excited and 
inspired by Alvita’s vision and 
use of discarded items, which 
she refi nished and re-purposed 
into thought-provoking creations. 
Each piece carries with it a mes-
sage about our inter-connectivity 
with nature. 

For the last ten years, I, along 
with a group of co-creators, pro-
duced the Kohala Trash Bash Art 
and Fashion show. Our mission 
was to entertain, educate and 
inspire Kohala residents to expand 
their recycling and conservation 
eff orts.

Alvita Soleil, a doctor of Ori-
ental Medicine and a self-taught 
artist, participated in our show 
as an organizer and artist. I spoke 
with Alvita at length and want 
to share some of the insights she 
expressed to me about her art.

KR: Alvita, what motivates you 
to create upcycled art?

AS: I like to take my relation-
ship between art, healing and the 
environment to a deeper level. 
Engaging nature itself and pro-
ducing artwork that makes bold 
statements about new possibili-
ties of a clean, healthy, abundant 
and beautiful world and helping 
to transform the negative imprint 
mankind has created motivates 
me.  By ‘deeper,’ I mean art that 
carries a message, our connec-
tion to the Earth and to our-
selves, rather than something that 
matches one’s living room sofa.

Edgar Degas said, “Art is not 
what you see, but what you make 
others see.”  In this year’s solo 
show, I seek to carry this message 
that through art we can redefi ne 
our idea of beauty and that we can 
re-purpose waste and discarded 
material in the world, transform-
ing it into inspiring art work. I call 
that “Art with a Message.”

KR: Can you tell us more about 
what you use to create your art 
and where you fi nd it?

AS: I really enjoy going to the 
transfer station, garage sales, sec-
ond-hand stores, etc., where I use 
my imagination to fi nd things that 
no longer serve their original pur-
pose, or are otherwise discarded 
or useless to their owners. The 
ability to see in a fresh way is vital 
to the creative process, as objects 
call to me from their hiding places, 
showing me visions of what they 
could become. 

Beyond the obvious of using 
recycled materials, I allow per-
sonal messages or life lessons 
to emerge. Such as in the piece 

Celebrate Earth Day with Upcycled Art
called “New Story,” where circles 
repeat themselves over and over, 
suggesting patterns in life that 
need to be transformed, allowing 

healthier choices to emerge. This 
is obviously not the only mes-
sage that could be gleaned from 
this piece, as it could inspire other 
messages for anyone taking time 
to look and listen.”

KR: Tell us more about your 
creative process?

AS: For centuries, cultures 
around the world have used all 
mediums of art to promote heal-
ing. In fact, all healing arts are 
rooted in the bedrock of our innate 
creative process of transformation.

Creativity is our birthright. I 
believe we are all creative beings 
with stories to tell, emotions to 
express and gifts to share. I like to 
see my work as a spiritual prac-
tice—a form of meditation. This is 
why I love creating art. It puts me 

in touch with the profound move-
ment of letting go, the practice of 
listening, being present and trust-
ing the next moment. The creative 

Photos courtesy of Karen Rosen
In Alvita Soleil’s piece entitled “New Story,” circles repeat over and 

over, suggesting patterns in life that need to be transformed, allowing 
healthier choices to emerge.

process is the healer and for me, 
it becomes a source of inspiration, 
comfort and strength.

Sometimes I feel frustrated at 
not knowing how to conceptu-
alize my vision on the canvas or 
sculpture or how to draw or lay 
the paint, but I keep reminding 
myself over and over again to let 
go, to be without the interference 
of the mind. 

I get stuck when I get afraid of 
not being good enough or mess-
ing something up. The mind 
wants to tell me of what and how I 
“should” paint, rather than allow-
ing the spontaneous expression to 
fl ow. The mind mostly speaks of 
reason, achievement, indecision, 
success, failure and comparison. It 
simply blocks the creative juices.

The ability to see things in a 
fresh way rests on the willing-
ness to question any preconceived 
assumptions, becoming both cre-
ator and alchemist.

KR: Alvita, thank you for shar-
ing your art and your heart with 
all of us.

We hope you all take an oppor-
tunity to stop by the Kohala Vil-
lage HUB to enjoy Alvita’s Show. 
It will be on display through May 
22, after which the sculptures will 
be removed, leaving only the wall 
pieces until July 5. May this art 
show serve as a reminder for all 
of us to celebrate Earth Day every 
day and perhaps inspire us to 
express our own creativity.
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KOHALA 
VET CLINIC

Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa'au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm
Closed on Sat & Sun

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com

The largest
selection 
of quality 

hand-rolled 
cigars on 

the 
Big Island

Downtown Hawi
Next to Bamboo

889-0496

Mother’s
Antiques,Imports & 

FineCigars

Story by Celene Cook
For over a decade Kohala 

Middle School has reached out 
to professionals throughout the 

community to  participate in their 
biennial Career Fair. The school 
alternates hosting a career fair 
with a health fair each spring. 

This year, over 20 members of 
the Kohala community sacrifi ced 
their time to share their career 
paths with the student body. The 

students rotated through four half-
hour sessions during the morning 
hours of April 21, learning about 
the careers of their choice.

Students chose careers they 
wanted to learn more about prior to 
the event. Every student attended 
at least two of their favorite four 
presentation choices during the 

Career Fair 2017: Stick Close to What You Love
four break-out sessions. Eighth 
graders, having had priority at the 
event, attended all four of their 
top four choices.

This year, thanks to the Kohala 
community, Kohala Middle School 
off ered their students nearly 
twenty career presentations at the 
Fair. This year the career paths the 
students learned about included:

Coast guard, water safety offi  -
cer and lifeguard, emergency med-

ical technician, fi refi ghter, police 
offi  cer and law enforcement, res-
taurant manager, local restaurant 
business owner, local retail busi-
ness owner, massage therapist, 
chiropractor, nurse, yoga instruc-
tor, musician and guitar builder, 
director of a non-profi t organiza-
tion, martial arts instructor, horse 

Photos by Clyson Igarashi-Marquez and Summer Kanehailua-Coito
Kohala District fi refi ghters and emergency medical technicians (EMTs) tell 

students it’s never too late to join and take part in what you want to do.

Auntie Keala Kahuanui (seated on the left) and Uncle Chadd Paishon 
(standing) are crew members of Na Kalai Wa’a-Makali’i Ohana.

trainer and equestrian riding 
instructor and agriculturist. 

Kohala Middle School would 
like to say a BIG MAHALO to the 
members of the community who 
made this event possible. 

Also, a special thanks to all 
the volunteers who shared their 
heart, their passion and their hope 
for the next generation, encourag-
ing students to draw near to what 
they like to do, to stick with it and 
to persevere in pursuing their 
dreams. Your lives are living proof 
that our students can be successful 
doing what they love.

David Gomes, musician and 
creator of handcrafted guitars and 
ukuleles, plays guitar while telling 

students about the precise process 
of building instruments.

Principal’s List:
Kohala Middle School recognizes the following students on the Princi-
pal’s List who achieved a 4.0 grade point average for the third quarter:

● Leiana Carvalho ● Brooklyn Geiger ● Pililai Kaai
● Teige Lorenzo-Akamu ● Jake Maki ● Tristin Perez ● Riley Preston 
● Mark Richard Sahagun ● Grace Todd ● Kyle Weyrick ● Sydney Wiernicki

Honor Roll:
Kohala Middle School recognizes the following students who received 
Honor Roll by achieving a 3.5-3.9 grade point average for the third quarter:

● Keoni Barco ● Aidan Blanco ● Naomi Brooke ● Lyric Akira Burns
● Keegan Canine ● Elias Edayan ● Donavon Emeliano
● Jeff rey Francisco ● Ralph Janssen Francisco ● Kara Fernandez
● Christian Jay Guerpo ● Lucy Hernandez ● Kyson James-Foree
● Anthony Kaai ● Hailey Kauanoe-Galdones ● Laakea Kauka
● Ryan Juan Kealoha ● Faith Knappe ● Blake Lapitan
● Adriana Leitch ● Kanoa Lesher ● Isaiah Lorenzo ● Zoe Meikle
● Karylle-Chyne Oandasan ● Monica Oliveros ● Damien Padilla
● Manutea Pagud ● Camille Pinho ● Daniel Remsen
● Dhona Jayne Rico ● Mark Joshua Salvador ● Michael Salvador
● Ocean VanZandt ● Sean Weyrick ● Kainalu Yamamoto
● Harley Yamasaki

Hawk Awards:
Kohala Middle School recognizes the following students with the Pono 
Award for being role models for their peers, choosing to do the right 
thing and for encouraging a safe and respectful school environment:

● Naomi Brooke ● Skyler Caravalho ● Haley Hawkins
● Adam Heu-Mathieu ●Alii Kai Kaaekuahiwi ● Pililai Kaai
● Konapiliahi Ledward-Mongkeya ● Tristin Perez ● Camille Pinho
● Karylle-Cheyne Oandasan

Hawk Awards:
Kohala Middle School recognizes the following exceptional students with 
the Grit Award. These students displayed resilience, perseverance, dedi-
cation and determination in the face of challenges:

● Elena Barr ● Weston Camara ● Anela Cazimero-Roxburgh
● Zaeden Gernandez ● Gerado Gonzalez ● Arwen Hasegawa
● Clyson Igarashi-Marquez ● Kyson James-Foree 
● Legend Libron-Kauanoe ● Darian Nishida ● Monica Oliveras
● Chauncie Tayan-Matthews

Kohala Middle School Quarter 3
Principal’s List, Honor Roll 

and Hawk Awards
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Spring Fest Highlights Student Work in Fun Atmosphere
On May 13, the 21st Century Program Kohala School Spring Fest showcased student projects, featured community info booths, 

and kept attendees happy with food, games and entertainment.
Photos courtesy of Danny Garcia and Cheryl Cabrera
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“Always leave with a Smile”

ON THE HIGHWAY ADJACENT TO THE LIBRARY
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY

8AM - 7PM  
SUNDAY 8AM - 1PM

889-5413

HEINEKEN 
BEER 

CANS/BOTT 12’S 
$13.99

YUBAN 
COFFEE ORIG. 

31 OZ 
$8.99

GAIN 
DISH LIQUID

 24 OZ 
$1.99

DIGIORNO
 PIZZA 
12 “ 

$5.99

LION COFFEE 
10 OZ. NO DECAF 

$4.19

M/GOLD POG OR 
PASS ORANGE 

GALLON 
$3.79

LUNDBERG 
RICE CHIPS 

6 OZ 
$2.09

POPSICLE 
ICE BARS 
18-20 CT 

$3.99

FRANK FOODS 
PORTUGUESE SAUS 

12 OZ 
$3.59

NABISCO 
VARIETY PACKS 

12-15 CT 
$4.99

HOT DEALS 
FOR MAY 31 TO JUNE 13, 2017

 COME IN FOR MORE IN-STORE SPECIALS

Story by Elias Edayan and Ethan 
Tomas

The students of the “Com-
munity Investiga-
tive Squad” (CIS) 
of Kohala Middle 
School’s UPLINK 
(Uniting Peer Learn-
ing, Integrating 
New Knowledge) 
program wanted 
to know about the 
navigation heiau 
at Mahukona and 
Mahukona’s his-
tory. The CIS went 
to the library and 
researched Mahu-
kona using “Kohala 
ʻāina: A History 
of North Kohala” 
by Sophia V. Sch-
weitzer and Michael 
S. Gomes as a refer-
ence. They learned 
that Mahukona is 
a former Hawaiian 
settlement located 
in the district of 
Kohala. The area got 
its name from a sub-
merged volcano to 
the south of it’s loca-
tion. In Hawaiian, 
Mahukona means 
“False Harbor.” 
Mahukona is also a 
traditional land divi-

Maka o Hule Navigation Heiau
sion (ahupua’a) that extends from 
the ocean to the slopes of Kohala 
Mountain.

Photo courtesy of Mike Frailey 
CIS (Community Investigative Squad) investigates the history of the navigation heiau at Mahukona. CIS is 

part of Kohala Middle School’s UPLINK after-school program. 

The ahupua’a was given to Prin-
cess Ruth Ke’elikolani. Princess 
Ruth mostly ruled Mahukona. At 

Mahukona there were railroads, 
warehouses, buildings and plat-
forms. The railroad was for the 

sugar cane compa-
nies. Incidentally, 
the CIS students’ 
elders worked for 
the sugar compa-
nies. Mahukona 
is near Nishimura 
Bay, which got its 
name from the 
Japanese contrac-
tor who made 
i m p r o v e m e n t s 
to the old rail-
road. Just past 
Nishimura Bay 
to the north is a 
wall named “high 
wall.” On the cliff  
above the high 
wall, the naviga-
tion heiau over-
looks the ocean. 
Most people 
called the heiau 
“ H o l o m o a n a . ” 
It was used to 
aid voyagers by 
using the wave 
and wind pat-
terns. The heiau 
was so signifi cant, 
it ranked a class 
below sacrifi cial 
heiaus like Mono-
kini.
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