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Kohala Schools to Host First Annual JAMboree

Photo by Danny Garcia
Students in the Kohala Schools complex have joined together to create JAMBoree, a community event showcasing their work and fi lled with games, 
live entertainment, health screening, horseback riding and assorted vendors. The event will kick off at 9 a.m. Saturday, March 10, on the back fi eld of 

Kohala High School. 

The Halaula Down Camp Reunion will be held on July 6-8, 2018, 
in Kamehameha Park at the Kohala Intergenerational Center. 

Those who came from the Down Camp area are being contacted 
for this event. If we missed anyone, or you want to get information, 

please contact Caroline Ching at 889-0929 or Linda Naihe at 889-0921.

Recently, Kohala Middle School 
was recognized as a Hawai`i 
Department of Education “Bright 
Spot” at the Middle School level 
for school year 2015-16.

The school made signifi cant 
gains in the English Language Arts 
(ELA) section of the Smarter Bal-
anced Testing (SBA) and the data 
put KMS near the top of the state. 
Mrs. Amber Corrales presented 
our school accomplishments at the 
ELA summit for all Hawai`i schools 
at the University of Hawai`i West 
Oahu on January 26. 

Specifi cally, student test scores 
increased to 51% as students moved 
from the seventh to eighth grade 
and the average SBA score increase 
of 77 points was nearly triple the 
statewide average increase.

Kohala Middle School Recognized 
Statewide as Bright Spot 
at Middle School Level

In addition, all of the students 
who were profi cient in the seventh 
grade remained profi cient in the 
eighth grade and 31% of students 
achieved profi ciency for the fi rst 
time in the eighth grade, which 
is nearly triple the statewide fi rst-
time profi ciency score of 11%. 

Also, between seventh and 
eighth grades, only four per-
cent of students decreased profi -
ciency levels and 45% of students 
increased by one or mor e profi -
ciency levels.

Kohala Middle School is grate-
ful to be recognized for the hard 
work of its students, teachers, par-
ents and community.

Kohala Middle School
E kulia i ka nu’u
Strive for the highest

Story and photo by April Lee
In the spring of 2015, four 

months before our fi rst day on 
air (July 3), Marieke McArthur 
started coming to the station’s 
regular weekly meetings. We 
were looking for both a volunteer 
coordinator and a program direc-
tor. Marieke volunteered for both 
jobs! 

KNKR Radio Will Miss 
Marieke McArthur

In the words of Bob Martin, 
who helped “birth” the station, 
“From that point on, until late 
2017, Marieke did both jobs. This 
put Kohala Radio on a full sched-
ule of shows, with a full set of 
volunteer DJs and show hosts. In 
short, Marieke’s hard work nur-
tured a young Kohala Radio and 

Marieke McArthur, who has been with the station even longer than it has 
been on air, will be leaving Kohala Radio.

The Halaula Down Camp Reunion Planned

See JAMboree, Page 2
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JAMboree, continued from Page 1 
By Miranda Canniff 

Are you ready for an action-
packed day of food, fun and 
friends? 

If so, come out to Kohala High 
School on Saturday, March 10, to 
participate in our fi rst ever JAM-
boree! 

The Kohala Schools Complex 
will be joining together in this 
exciting community event fi lled 
with games, live entertainment, 
food vendors and so much more. 
Stop by throughout the day to 
witness the work of students from 
Kohala High, Middle and Ele-
mentary schools while listening 
to the smooth sounds of Keauhou 
– winner of nine 2017 Na Hoku 
Hanohano awards! – and munch-
ing on onolicious food, includ-
ing shave ice, smoke meat bowls, 
chili, nachos, Chinese food and 

then played a very vital role as it 
grew up into a full-fl edged com-
munity radio station.” 

Praise for Marieke comes from 
Programming Director Len Win-
kler as well, who notes, “She met 
every test and challenge we asked 
her to address. Without her, I don’t 
have any idea how we could have 
been successful. We will miss her 
greatly.” 

Personally, I have only been 
able to do my show on the air with 
Marieke’s technical and engineer-
ing talents on the station’s manual 
audio console. 

Marieke has an undergradu-
ate degree in Psychology from the 
University of Chicago and a mas-
ters degree in Information Sys-
tems from DePaul University. 

The best of Life from all of us at 
KNKR to you, Marieke!

KNKR, continued from Page 1 lemonade.
Among the many activities 

will be those hosted by our very 
own students and faculty. 

Game booths manned by 
Kohala High students will trans-
form the KHS football fi eld into a 
miniature carnival, complete with 
face painting, dunking booths, 
pie tosses, balloon darts and even 
more fun games for keiki and 
kupuna alike. 

Two water slides will also be 
available for keiki of all ages to 
keep cool while also having some 
fun in the sun.

Lularoe by Rena Loo will be 
amongst the many craft, clothing 
and jewelry vendors selling good-
ies for everyone. 

You can even get your grocery 
shopping done by visiting pro-
duce stands – all while watching 
poi pounding demonstrations 

or getting a free health screen-
ing courtesy of Kohala-Hamakua 
Health! Keep your keiki busy by 
getting them Keiki IDs, provided 
by the Kohala Police Department, 
as they catch a hay ride with Proj-
ect Grad or zoom down the water-
slide.

More fun will come with Ms. 
Fern White’s horseback rides, 
Senior Chyenne Book’s free 
hula clinic and entertainment 
by Kohala Middle School’s uku-
lele class, along with Kohala’s 
Ryukyukoku Matsuri Daiko taiko 
drumming group. Also taking the 
stage will be Kohala High School 
students competing in original 
lip-sync performances for spirit 
points.

The fun will start 9 a.m. sharp 
on the KHS back fi eld. Join us for 
a fun-fi lled day of games, prizes 
and grindz. Hope to see you there!

Community Photo

Photo by Tom Morse
Dawn showers over the ocean from Maliu Ridge. 

Plumbing, Irrigation, Landscape Design or Consultation 
Retired Landscape Contractor (C-27) with 35 years experience

If it involves SOIL, I can do it!
•Compost systems (large & small) 

•Sheet mulching 
•Microorganisms (IMOs, EMl, Bokashi) 

• Soil Testing 
•Micro and macro mineral amending 

• Fertilizing (organic) 
•Weed control without toxic chemicals 

       Free Estimates 
 Reasonable Hourly Rates 

Jim Land 430-7290

If it involves WATER, I can do it!
•Plumbing (landscape and residential) 
•Farm & residential irrigation systems 
•Water collection, grey water, drainage 

•Ponds, waterfalls, pumps, filters
•UV lights and koi fish 
• Whole-house filtration 

• Purification & remineralization

If it involves PLANTS, I can do it!
• Designs for water conservation 

• Food gardens 
• Diagnosis and solutions for diseases 

• Ornamental pruning 
• Propagation (grafting & air layering) 
• Seeds (common, rare and endemic) 

KOHALA 
VET CLINIC

Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa'au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm
Closed on Sat & Sun

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com
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Federally insured by NCUA.

Peace Music Festival Inspires and Unites
Story b y Wilbur Boyle    
The sun cast beams of light 

thru the tree branches, as Kahu 
Kealoha Sugiyama began his 
blessing of the Prayer for Peace 
Music Festival with a mighty 
blast from his conch shell. Having 
thus summoned the spirit of this 
grassy valley in Kamehameha 
Park, announcing the intention of 
peace, Kahu Sugiyama proceeded 
with a Hawaiian Blessing for the 
festival, followed by an interpre-
tation into English of the meaning 
of his words. Then, with another 
long blast from his conch shell 
that echoed across the valley, the 
festival began.

And what a beautiful day it 
was, with the song of 30 musi-
cians, each speaking from the 
heart...for peace. All of the musi-
cal performers and hula dancers 
volunteered to entertain for free. 
They are The North Kohala Musi-
cians for Peace.

Very special performances 
by two hula halaus from North 
Kohala absolutely charmed those 
present at the festival. Kumu 
Kaui Nakamura and Na Kapuna 
O Kohala danced wonderfully, 
a testimony to the fact that with 
age, comes beauty. Kumu Hope 
Keawe and O Mana O Kohala 
inspired all, accompanied by the 
legendary singing and slack key 
guitar mastery of John Keawe.

Each of the festival perform-

ers spoke of peace between songs, 
sharing wisdom, and comforting 
words. Especially touching, were 
the songs of Elaine Losey as she 
presented a mele of “The Seven 
Causes of War.” For her closing 
song, Elaine was accompanied by 
two of her Baha’i friends, 10-year-
old Kalae Doaks and his cousin, 
four-year-old Kaleia Doaks, who 
sang with her onstage of the mes-
sage that children are the hope for 
the future of mankind.

The amazing vocal and guitar 
stylings of Mila opened the music 
stage, touching our hearts with his 
words of peace. He dedicated his 
closing song to his granddaugh-
ter, with the hope that she may 
live in a more peaceful world.

Mahina Lee charmed us with 
songs from her heart, and the 
voice of an angel, as she played 
her ukulele and captivated all 
with her peaceful smile.

Babylon, comprised of Robert 
DeFazio on harmonica and David 
Rodman on 12-string guitar, sang 
a number of songs about freedom. 
Their rendition of “The End of the 
Innocence” by the Eagles was an 
appropriate song for the times 
that we are living in.

Blugrass Jack – comprised of 
Jack Tottle on mandolin, Chris Wej 
on ukulele bass, and Anne Pontius 
on fl atpick guitar – presented a 
slice of music, bluegrass style, for 
the festival. Jack is from Tennes-

see, the home of bluegrass music, 
and personally knew Ralph Stan-
ley, Lester Flatt, Earl Scruggs and 
Bill Monroe...the fathers of the 
bluegrass sound.

The talented duo of Wendy 
Hindley on fl ute and David 
Gomes on classical guitar set our 
hearts soaring like doves. 

Joanie Collins surprised us by 
having Carl Villaverde accom-
pany her onstage; together they 
perform as Mango. For the festi-
val they worked up stirring rendi-
tions of music about peace. Joanie 
is a violinist of incredible talent, 
plays just about every musical 
instrument, and is available for 
music lessons. Carl is the most 
amazing ukulele player that I 
have ever heard and is second to 
none on guitar.

We were delighted by the 
music of Austin Reigh Hall, 
another of the musical geniuses 
of North Kohala. His carefully 
phrased words fi lled our hearts 
with peace.

Sheila Winters blessed us with 
her mele, giving glory to God, and 
opening her heart to all. She is a 
joy to listen to, as one who pro-
motes a message of peace. 

Sonia and Sean thrilled us, 
with Sean’s melodic bass play-
ing, spiced with the soaring 
notes of Sonia’s captivating sing-
ing. I have been blessed to have 
Sonia Melocco and Sean Murray 

as friends who “walk the walk.” 
Mahalos to Sean for operating the 
festival’s sound system, to Sonia 
for creating the beautiful festival 
poster, and to both for cleaning up 
after the event.

North Shor – comprised of John 
Keawe Jr. on bass, Tita Alcoran 
on vocals, Ray Delacruz on key-
boards, Macky Keawe on drums 
and Joel Anderson on ukulele – 
excited us with local style reggae 
music that got dancers up on their 
feet in celebration of peace.  

Dr. Reverend Damon Almond 
spoke, pointing out that all of us 
hold the keys to a more peaceful 
world. One way to achieve peace, 
he suggested, is to elect leaders 
that are responsive to the wishes 
and needs of “We the People,” 
instead of allowing rich career 
politicians to continue to misrep-
resent us.

In perhaps the most emotional 
moment of the festival, songstress 
and guitarist Amber Westerman 
delighted us with her original 
music. At the end of her last song 
she asked those present to join her 
in a prayer of meditation. “Close 
your eyes, with the thought of 
peace in your hearts, for a full 
minute of complete silence.” 

During that minute, the breeze 
could be heard singing through 
the tree branches, as the wild 
birds announced, “Peace.”

See Festival, Page 4
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PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY
 SALES & MANAGEMENT

Holly Algood, 
Principal Broker, RB22414

808-557-0354 (Cell)

www.algoodhi.com

The closing act of the festival 
brought dancers once again to the 
festival grounds!  

The original music of Llosh 
and Found – comprised of Llosh 
Winne on guitar, Austin Reigh 
Hall on bass, and Ash Miller on 
drums – rocked the festival until 
daylight faded away. 

They shared the moment with 
Eliot Swatland, who stimulated 

For the last year and a half, a 
group of dedicated volunteers 
has worked to create a user-based 
co-op to assume the responsibil-
ity for the operation and man-
agement of the Kohala Ditch, 
as Surety Kohala continues the 
winding down of its opera-
tions over the next several years. 
This endeavor has resulted in 
the development of Articles of 
Incorporation and an initial set 
of by-laws for the co-op. These 
documents are undergoing legal 
review in Honolulu with the goal 
being to formally create the co-op 
(to be called the Kohala Ditch 
Co-op, Incorporated or KDCI) 
within the next few months.

Once KDCI has been incorpo-
rated, a series of meetings will 
be held with the users of each 
existing major pipeline currently 
drawing ag water from the Ditch. 
The purpose of these meetings 
will be to introduce the Co-op to 
the user groups, educate users on 
the necessity of forming their own 
ag water user groups organized 
into lateral pipeline associations 
and describe the relationship that 
will exist between KDCI and these 
soon to be formed pipeline associ-
ations. Please plan to attend these 
meetings as they are announced 
if you are a present user of the 
Kohala Ditch and intend to con-
tinue using ditch water for agri-
cultural purposes.

Kohala Ditch Co-op Close to Incorporation

Photo courtesy of Kohala Ditch Co-op
Members of the Kohala Ditch Co-op formation committee.  

Left to right: Bill Shontell (Surety Kohala), Kije Hazelwood (Pu`uepa Ranch Owners Association), Lani Eubank 
(E-scape Enterprises), Theresa Young (Kohala Center Rural and Cooperative Business Development Specialist) 

and Susan Barnes (Kahei Water Users Association).  
Missing from the picture are Imiola Lindsey (Kamehameha Schools), Jim Pedersen (PE, Civil Engineer) and Jeff 

Allen (Bamboo Farm & Sanctuary).  

our thoughts with his original rap 
stylings.

Mahalos to Melissa Samura of 
Hawaii County Parks and Rec-
reation, and Kekai, Director of 
Recreation at Kamehameha Park, 
helping through the permit pro-
cess, and to all those who came to 
help us in celebration of peace...
those who listened, and those 
who danced. 

A very special thank you to 

Festival, continued from Page 3 those who came to the festival 
with their children.

My purpose for presenting 
the Prayer for Peace Music Festi-
val was, originally, to show that 
one person...each and every one 
of us…has the ability to help 
improve “the way things are.”

In the process I have learned 
that peace requires, as The Bea-
tles said, “a little help from my 
friends.”
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and strengthen the community 
by fostering continuous com-

munication and understanding 
among the various cultures, 
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Letters

March deadlines:
Ads and News: 3/9/18
Publication date: 3/23/18
April deadlines:
Ads and News: 4/13/18
Publication date: 4/27/18

It’s important for the Kohala 
Mountain News to receive ads and 
news submissions by the following 
deadlines. Otherwise, submissions 

may not be accommodated.

Current Circulation 4,000
Letters to the Editor and Viewpoint articles 

must be accompanied by the author’s 
name, address and telephone number. 

Both must address issues aff ecting North 
Kohala.  Letters and Viewpoints are subject 

to editing, and shorter submissions will 
receive preference for publication. 

All material, either in part or in 
whole, is protected under U.S. 

copyright laws. ©2018.

Kohala Mountain News
P.O. Box 639, Kapa`au, Hawai‘i  

96755

Letters to the Editor in the 
January 26th edition refl ect the 
same outrage I feel as I drive into 
Hawi and encounter the hideous 
sign KOA installed to protect and 
forewarn our historic community 
of pending danger. 

Bright, obnoxious colors, 
strange messages and announce-
ment for church services…….

Citizens Not Included in Sign Decision
is this the type of information 
that is going to make our com-
munity safe? I don’t think so.
I would like to know why our 
town wasn’t included in the pro-
cess of application to erect some-
thing so contrary to Hawi. 

Citizens of Hawi need to be 
involved and included in the 
application process and allowed 

to interact with decision that 
impact the culture and history of 
our incredibly beautiful commu-
nity. 

Evidently that did not happen 
with this sign - it doesn’t enhance 
our town or protect us. 

What a sad joke on us. 

Lani Cordero

Viewpoint
Information and opinions expressed in viewpoint articles are the responsibility of the author and do not 

necessarily reflect the position of the News or its staff. 

By Michael Foley
With all due respect to Kohala 

Mission School and my friends 
associated with the school and its 
programs, the electronic reader 
board generates a great deal of 
negative feelings in the commu-
nity. I, for one, fi nd it both impos-
sible to avoid and diffi  cult to look 
at, and that’s too bad, since that 
sign dominates the sightline leav-
ing or entering Hawi. 

In other words, when I come 
home that way, that sign arouses 
very unpleasant feelings. It’s cer-
tainly not a sign of peace or wel-
come. It’s not fair to me or any 
other passerby who fi nds that 
sign off ensive. It goes against 
everything I’ve come to hold dear 
regarding the place I’ve lived the 
past 18 years. Call it sensitivity, or 
my own sense of beauty, but I love 
Kohala’s low-key profi le, espe-
cially its low number of garish, 
attention-getting structures.

It’s astounding that our com-
munity was not consulted by 

Common Ground on Lighted Sign Needed
the Department of Public Works 
before they went ahead and 
granted an exemption for the elec-
tronic  reader board, based on non-
commercial and public service. 

Our own CDP was certainly 
not consulted. Occasionally the 
Kohala Mission School sign issues 
weather reports. Mostly we see 
warnings of the moral kind. The 
Catholic church across the road 
does much the same thing, issu-
ing warnings I suppose the person 
responsible sees as advice. 

The diff erence is, one’s an 
ordinary reader board, letters 
arranged into words by hand. The 
other is operated from afar, in the 
sanctuary of the Kohala Mission 
School offi  ce, which only makes it 
seem further cut off  from the com-
munity. 

My fi rst reaction to the elec-
tronic reader board was that there 
was a competition between the 
overactive Catholic version and 
the Kohala Mission School, and 
the latter won. Only in a sense, 

however, has the Kohala Mission 
School won. It’s demonstrated 
that the message is lost when it’s 
said loudly, in this case, in neon 
colors. For me, the sign is actually 
a driving hazard, compelling me 
to take my eyes off  the road, par-
ticularly when the sign changes. 

For better or for worse, the 
Department of Public Works got 
us into this spot. Now it’s up to 
us to fi gure something out, after 
the fact. If the sign has to stay, and 
it must have been expensive, are 
there ways to use it that are less 
off ensive? 

I know that many fi nd it off en-
sive, many will speak out, and 
many would rather say noth-
ing. But saying nothing in this 
case isn’t keeping the peace, it’s 
keeping the cork on the growing 
anger and resentment. I’m sorry 
the Kohala Mission School hasn’t 
acknowledged this, but it doesn’t 
do any good to get into an “Us 
versus Them” situation; we need 
to fi nd common ground. 

 North Kohala may be impacted 
by bills being considered by the 
State Legislature. Agriculture bills 
are moving forward specifi cally 
focused on topics such as Rapid 
`Ōhi`a Death (R.O.D) prevention 
and research, fi re ant treatment 
and eradication, farm to table ini-
tiatives, housing for farm workers 
and pesticide bans and regula-
tions. I encourage you to look at 
the specifi cs of these bills. Visit 
our legislative website at www.
capitol.hawaii.gov and check out 
the agriculture committees in the 
House and/or Senate.  

As chair of Economic Develop-
ment and Business (EDB), I have 
been hearing bills on aerospace, 
aquaculture, cybersecurity, brew 
pubs and small business develop-
ment, to name a few. Sometimes, 
I hear bills that are controversial 
in nature. For example, this past 
Wednesday, I heard H.B. 1565, a 
bill aimed at creating subzones 
for the development of the tech-
nology industry. Over 400 people 
wrote testimony, called or testi-

Hawai`i State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 7 Representative Cindy Evans

fi ed in opposition. With all the 
testimony we received, I recom-
mended that our committee hold 
the bill and the committee agreed. 
This is just one example of how 
important public involvement is. 

One of the bills I introduced is 
moving forward and will perma-
nently fund a Veterans Treatment 
Court on Hawai`i Island. The 
pilot program, funded by the fed-
eral government, has ended and it 
is time we make it permanent and 
have the State fund it. The Veterans 
Treatment Court was established 
in 2014, after the Bureau of Justice 
found that the underlying cause 
for the incarceration of many vet-
erans is related to post-traumatic 
stress disorder, traumatic brain 
injury, a substance abuse disorder 
or a combination of the three. The 
Veterans Treatment Court helps 
to provide a combination of high 
level supervision, mentoring, ver-
ifi cation and monitoring of Vet-
erans Aff airs services, incentives, 
consequences, motivation and 
veteran-specifi c treatment plan-
ning that addresses the diverse 
needs of veterans in the criminal 
justice system.   

Please contact our offi  ce if you 
need any assistance, 808-586-8510 
or repevans@capitol.hawaii.gov.

Photo courtesy of Cindy Evans 
Hawai`i State Representative

Cindy Evans

February Contributors
Donovan Aiona, Jana 

Bogs, Beth Bohn, William 
Boyle, Miranda Canniff, 

Kidz for a Cause, 
Caroline Ching, Celene 

Cook, Lani Cordero, 
Cindy Evans, Michael 

Foley, Lynn Fraher, 
Danny Garcia, Kije 

Hazelwood, Hamakua 
Kohala Health, Kohala 
Ditch Co-op, April Lee, 
Teresa Marquez, Marcy 

Montgomery, Tom Morse, 
Melody Nietfeld, Tim 

Richards, Leilani Silver, 
Jenny Vega, Diann 

Wilson, Len Winkler, 
John Winter, 

Toni Withington



County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Tim Richards
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Photo courtesy of Tim Richards 
Councilmember Tim Richards 

represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai`i County Council District 9.

HAPPY HOUR
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
4:00 - 6:00 889-5555

Happy Lunch!  
Happy Hour!

CHRIS JOHNSON
GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR

 BUILDER LLC #BC33522

Happy to quote 
your building

projects, 
large and small.

Professional 
home 

inspections, too.

Call 936-7064 or 
email:  kohalachris@gmail.com

References and projects online at: 
www.chrisbuilds.com

• FedEx • UPS • USPS 
• Domestic & 

International Shipping
 • Mail Boxes for Rent

• Copy • Print • Fax 
• Scan • Post Cards 

• Greeting Cards
• Art by Local Artists

In the center of Hawi
Mon/Tues/Thurs: 9-5

Wed/Sat: 9 - noon   
Phone:  889-1112

Fax:  889-1121

Paradise Postal

I want to give you a brief update 
of some happenings in our county.

Kamuela Airport Airline Ser-
vice

As most of you know, the 
Waimea Air Service has been sub-
sidized by the federal government 
to the tune of $397,000 annu-
ally. Coming forward, the federal 
requirements for this subsidy will 
require community participation. 
The intent is to help underserved 
communities, with a defi nition as 
being beyond 40 miles from the 
nearest major airport. Waimea air-
port is 39 miles from Kona. Only 
two airports in the nation fall under 
this expectation, Waimea and one 
in Pennsylvania. 

Initially the State expected to 
pay its 5 percent share, or approxi-
mately $20,000, out of airport land-
ing fees; however, this was not 
allowed. If we were to lose the sub-
sidy, going through the process to 
reinstate it is diffi  cult, expensive 
and not guaranteed. 

Through a collaborative eff ort 
between Representative Cindy 
Evans, Senator Lorraine Inouye 
and our County government, we 
have secured the subsidy for at 
least another year. 

Funding has come from the 
Hawai‘i County Council – with 
support from me, Councilwoman 
Sue Lee Loy, Council Chair Val-
erie Poindexter - and the Offi  ce 
of the Mayor. Additionally, the 
Waimea Community Association 

has pledged $500 and the Kohala 
Coast Resort Association (KCRA) 
has pledged $1,000. To both organi-
zations, thank you! Special thanks 
goes out to KCRA, as although they 
will see no direct benefi t of that ser-
vice, they recognize their employ-
ees and families would and they 
are supporting their employees by 
doing so. Work will continue on 
securing funding for subsequent 
years.

Fiscal Management of the 
County of Hawai`i

The budget season for fi scal year 
2018-2019 is upon us. Doing a his-
torical review, in 2000 the county 
budget was approximately $197 
million. By 2008, this had swelled to 
approximately $400 million. During 
the global fi nancial crisis of 2008-
2010 saw a reduction of approxi-
mately 10 percent in the overall 
budget to approximately $365 mil-
lion. Increases over the past seven 
years has taken us to where we are 
today, approaching $500 million. 

Last fi scal year the mayor’s ini-
tial budget proposed in March was 
$474 million. In the May revision, 
this had gone up to $491 million, a 
$17 million, or 3.5 percent, increase. 
(A great deal of this was due to 
increases in the collective bargain-
ing agreements that the State had 
made.) This did not set well with 
me, and in the revisions I attempted 
to initially propose an approxi-
mately $2.5 million reduction, with 
another Councilmember wanting to 
increase the budget by almost $10 
million. What we ended up with 
was a token reduction of approxi-
mately $500 000, but at least it was 
a reduction. 

In order for this to work, unfor-
tunately the Real Property Tax 
(RPT) rates had to be increased. No 
Councilmember liked that, but IF 
we do not have a balanced budget 
by start of the next fi scal year, the 
mayor’s original budget submitted 
in May would AUTOMATICALLY 
be adopted. In the long conversa-
tions on the tax rates, homeowner 
and agriculture rates were left 
untouched. 

The end result was increases in 
other categories ending up being 
from 1 percent to 6 percent with the 
minimum tax rate doubling from 
$100 to $200. It was also left that a 

complete review of the RPT rates 
would be undertaken and every-
thing looked at in context with each 
other. This is currently underway as 
we speak and is well-represented 
by non-government people from 
the communities and experts in 
their respective areas. I am looking 
forward to their report in the not-
too-distant future.

Concurrently, we knew that an 
increase in the fuel tax was being 
proposed. It had been 30 years 
since an increase was made, and 
that was, in part, the justifi cation. 
I had wanted to incorporate the 
conversation with the budget talks 
but was told they were considered 
independent of one another. (I did 
not and still do not see it that way, 
as Hawai`i has one of the highest 
tax burdens in the nation.) This 
concept of “silo legislation” and 
not looking at the big picture as far 
as impacts are concerned, I fi rmly 
believe sends us down some poor 
paths. 

Had we cut the budget/spending 
harder I might have been inclined 
to support a modest increase of the 
fuel tax at the time, but that was not 
what was presented for our consid-
eration. Since we had a balanced 
budget at that time, an increase 
would raise another $5 million in 
taxes and therefore, I voted NO on 
the fuel tax increase. 

As to the Transient Accommo-
dation Tax or “TAT,” I went back 
and studied the history of TAT to 
develop an understanding of it. 
This was put in place in 1986 with 
the intent to help fund or off set the 
impact of our visitors. 

During the initial years, 95 per-
cent of the TAT collected went to 
the counties, with 5 percent to the 
state. Approximately $65 million 
was collected and distributed to the 
counties in approximately the fol-
lowing manner: 44 percent to City 
and County of Honolulu, 23 percent 
to Maui, 19 percent to Hawai`i, and 
14 percent to Kaua`i. 

Fast forward to today, the last 
30 years has seen the State use the 
TAT for other funding. Specifi cally, 
the Hawai`i Convention Center, the 
Hawai`i Tourism Authority and 
now the Honolulu Rail have all 
received funds. Allocation percent-
ages to the counties have remained 

similar BUT the TOTAL allocation 
to the counties has been capped at 
$103 million. This year it is antici-
pated that over $500 million in TAT 
collections will be made. 

Many agree with me that this 
is not fair to our counties. (At this 
allocation, our county receives 
approximately $19 million.) In 2016, 
UHERO (University of Hawai`i 
Economic Research Organiza-
tion) wrote a paper coming out of 
a working group wherein they 
found that approximately a 50/50 
split between the state and counties 
would be fair. 

At the start of the Hawai`i leg-
islative session last month, I spoke 
on behalf of the Hawai`i State 
Association of Counties (HSAC) 
to the leadership of the House and 
Senate. I presented our collective 
opinions and urged them to adopt 
a metric similar to that presented by 
the UHERO paper. (If this were to 
happen, our county’s share would 
more than double to $40 million.) 
The president of HSAC, Council-
man Dru Kanuha, set the stage by 
introducing the members of the 
board and other council members 
in the room. 

He then asked Councilwoman 
Maile David to bless the meeting 
and set a tone for our discussions. 
This segued into my presentation 
and ultimately allowed for the 
County Council from the Big Island 
of Hawai`i to set the tone of what 
turned out to be a well-received 
presentation.

Now our County is considering 
legislation as it relates to the Gen-
eral Excise Tax (GET). Though there 
is support for this in some constitu-
ent groups, many I have heard from 
are deeply concerned by an increase 
in the overall tax burden. So am I. 

Under the confi nes of the Sun-
shine Law, the ONLY way we can 
discuss this as a Council is if it is 
on the meeting agenda through 
some form of legislation or com-
munication. (Though the Sunshine 
Law is great for transparency, it 
precludes anything for the Coun-
cil but through public discussion. 
This is extremely ineffi  cient and 
accordingly very expensive for the 
county and thus its constituents.) 
As many of you have heard me say, 

See CC, Page 7 
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we should listen to all proposals. To 
borrow from Councilwoman Sue 
Lee Loy, “Good information aff ords 
us the ability to make good deci-
sions.” By the information I have 
been able to assemble, the County 
of Hawai`i generates approximately 
$200 million of GET collections 
annually. The 0.5 percent surcharge 
would thus generate approximately 
$25 million more specifi cally for 
the county. Who would pay this? 
In evaluating the numbers, each 
island visitor spends approxi-
mately $180 a day. At this rate, with 
an average of 30,000 visitors a day 
every day for a year, this translates 
to approximately $10 million gener-
ated in the additional GET collec-
tions specifi cally for this county. By 
these numbers, 40 percent is thus 
paid by nonresidents or our visitor 
industry. 

What about the other portion? 
Yes, this would be paid by the resi-
dents but here is the caveat; if we 
also have a concurrent REDUC-
TION in RPT and fuel tax I might 
consider supporting it. By my esti-
mate, an approximate reduction of 
5-10 percent would decrease the tax 
burden to the people by approxi-
mately $15-$30 million. 

Adding back the revenue from 
the GET 0.5 percent would then 
give our county an overall increase 
revenue stream while holding the 
resident’s total burden essentially 
unchanged. (Some believe my num-
bers are conservative and actually 
our collections would be greatly 
increased.) 

This helps our retirees on fi xed 
income as it pertains to the RPT 
and the young families that have 
to drive a great deal to get to work. 
This could be a good direction for 
our county and our people if our 
concessions in the RPT and fuel tax 
are achieved. Stay tuned for more as 
these issues progress.

The mayor and his administra-
tion are seeking community meet-
ings island-wide to discuss his 
recent GET increase proposal. 

The Kohala meeting has passed, 
but if you missed it please feel free 
to attend the meeting in Waimea on 
Monday, March 12, at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Waimea Elementary School Caf-
eteria

As always, it is a great privilege 
to continue to serve as your Coun-
cilman and I look forward to our 
future together. 

CC, continued from Page 6 

Story and photo by Jana Bogs, PhD
Nutrition Farming for Hawaii 

is a grant-funded project located at 
HIP Agriculture in Kapa`au, and 
fi scally sponsored by the North 
Kohala Community Resource 
Center (NKCRC). The aim is to 
increase food nutritional content. 
This starts with improving the soil. 

This spring, our quarter-acre 
research and demonstration garden 
was fertilized according to a Nutri-
tion Grown™ soil analysis. The land 
was formerly used to grow sugar-
cane and is unbalanced. As you can 
see in the chart below, there were 
many values that needed improve-
ment. 

The follow-up analysis, six 
months after initial fertilizing, 
showed signifi cant improvements 
of nearly every parameter. Correct-
ing soil imbalances takes time, usu-
ally years. Only small amounts of 
certain nutrients can be applied at 
one time, otherwise the benefi cial 
microbial life in the soil is over-
whelmed. (Please note that soils 
vary greatly from place to place, 
often even on the same property, so 

Nutrition Farming for Hawaii Project Improves Local Soil

these values will not be the same as 
those of other Kohala properties.)

If you have been following 
our other news releases in Kohala 
Mountain News, you will have 
seen that our produce was labora-
tory analyzed and compared to 
USDA (United States Department of 
Agriculture) values for nutritional 

A variety of crops and fl owers grow in the Nutrition Farming garden. The 
plot is a research site, where the effect of fertilizing with specifi c nutrients, 

based on soil testing, is assessed. 
content. Our produce has well out-
paced typical produce in nutritional 
content on nearly every parameter 
measured. 

You can view a summary for 
2017 of the work in garden, includ-
ing the comparative analyses of 
foods’ nutritional values at www.
BeyondOrganicResearch.com.

Results of tests evaluating soil remediation eff orts at the Nutrition 
Grown™ research and demonstration garden have shown signifi cant 

improvements in nearly every parameter measured.
Teens Invited to 
Make Jewelry 
in Free Class

North Kohala Public Library is 
hosting a special jewelry making 
class just for teens ages 13-19 on

 Monday, March 19, 
at 6 p.m. 

Jewelry artists Sid Nakamoto and 
Gail Ching-Lee will demonstrate 

techniques for simple and 
beautiful jewelry design. 

Materials will be provided for 
participants to create their own 

jewelry piece. 

Space is limited, so please call the 
library in advance to register.

For more information, call Leilani 
Silver at North Kohala Public 

Library, 889-6655. 
Please call three weeks in advance 

to request a sign language
 interpreter or other special 

accommodation. 
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Story by Toni Withington
In the face of signifi cant public 

testimony, the developer of 
another shoreline gated subdivi-
sion on the leeward coast agreed 
to undertake additional work on 
preserving the many historic sites 
there, as part of the environmen-
tal review of the project.

Kohala Shoreline LLC, owner 
of 38 acres below Kohala Ranch 
between the highway and the 
ocean, had asked the County 
Board of Appeals to overturn the 
new County Planning Director 
Michael Yee’s call for more infor-
mation before deciding whether 
to accept or deny the environ-
mental review, the fi rst of many 
steps toward cutting the land into 
nine lots.

Twelve groups and individu-
als saw this as a landmark push-
and-shove between government 
enforcement of cultural, historic 
and environmental regulations 
and private development rights. 

They backed the Planning 
Director’s call for caution. The 
confl ict never erupted before the 
appeals board because the devel-

Proposed Coastal Subdivision Faces Setback
oper and the County negotiated 
their diff erences outside the meet-
ing hall. The appeal was with-
drawn.

Kohala Shoreline attorney 
Jennifer Lim told the board and 
testifi ers it agreed to “engage in 
the consultation and informa-
tion-gathering process” and will 
prepare a burial treatment plan, 
a data recovery plan and a pres-
ervation plan of the identifi ed 
historic sites before submitting 
the draft of a fi nal environmental 
assessment for the project. 

The County in turn waived its 
requirement that the plans be sub-
mitted to the State Historic Sites 
Preservation Division before the 
owner submits applications for 
further approvals – part of what 
had held up the review process 
for two years. 

Over a dozen Kohala groups 
and individuals had submitted 
comments about the project’s 
draft assessment in August 2015. 
Many of the comments focused 
on the preservation of the 40 sig-
nifi cant historic sites found on the 
land, 36 of which were identifi ed 

as existing before Western con-
tact. Also signifi cant were prob-
lems with the public access, storm 
drainage, view plane obstruction 
and the addition of two more road 
entries onto Akoni Pule Highway. 

Many comments compared 
the project unfavorably to the 
goals and strategies of the North 
Kohala Community Development 
Plan. Those who commented were 
among the many testifi ers before 
the Board of Appeals.

Speaking in support of the 
Planning Director were the North 
Kohala Community Access 
Group, Ka Makani O Kohala 
Ohana – Kako`o, the Ala Kahakai 
National Historic Trail, the Offi  ce 
of Hawaiian Aff airs and the Ahu 
Moku Advisory Council. Individ-
uals from North and South Kohala 
also off ered written and spoken 
testimony, among them residents 
of nearby subdivisions of Kohala 
Estates and Kailapa.

Most of the comments called 
for additional public review of 
the environmental assessment in 
light of the changes made by the 
developer last August in the loca-

tion of the public access park-
ing and trails, the interior roads 
and building sites. The new plan 
eliminated building sites that had 
been located seaward of the Ala 
Loa, the ancient shoreline trail, 
after strong complaints acknowl-
edged by the planning depart-
ment in letters to the developer.

Several proposals for subdi-
viding the land in question have 
been initiated since the 1970s, 
most for more house sites, but 
Tom Gentry in the 1990s pro-
posed only one house: his own. 
This latest nine-lot bid is directed 
by Kohala Shoreline LLC’s owner, 
former Microsoft billionaire 
Nathan Myhrvold.

Attorney Lim told the appeals 
board “Kohala Shoreline never 
wanted to avoid any mitigation 
required, it was always a question 
of timing.”

Besides the environmental 
review process, the development 
still has to get a Special Manage-
ment Area Permit, which includes 
a public access plan  and subdivi-
sion approval, all of which include 
opportunities for public review.

The Hawai`i Writers Guild 
hosted their fi rst annual meeting 
on January 30. 

Over 40 people attended the 
dinner gathering at Anna Ranch 
in Waimea. 

In addition to a display of 
members’ published works, the 
annual meeting gave participants 
an opportunity to mix and mingle 
with others who believe that lit-
erature and literacy are important. 

The organization was the 
brainchild of Ray Pace of Waiko-
loa. Formed just nine months ago, 
the group has already grown to 
45 members. Members represent 
the geographic region including 
Waimea, Kohala, South Island and 
Oahu. There was even a visiting 
member from the mainland.  

President Eliza Cahill outlined 
the organization’s goals for this 
year, including a writing contest, 

Hawaii Writers Gather
critique groups and hosting work-
shops and classes. In addition, a 
poetry slam competition is being 

Photo by Diann Wilson
Hawai`i Writers Guild President Eliza Cahill addresses the group at their 

fi rst annual meeting and dinner.

planned.  
Membership is open to new 

members. The annual dues are $40 

and cover operational expenses 
for the association.

The Hawai`i Writers Guild is 
an independent association of 
professional writers engaged in 
the promotion of literacy, cultural 
enrichment, entertainment and 
dispersal of information through 
the use of the written and spoken 
word. 

The Guild’s goals include pro-
motion of artistic awareness and 
literacy within the general public. 

An election of offi  cers was held 
during the event. The 2018 offi  cers 
are President Eliza Cahill, Vice 
President Bruce Stern, Secretary 
Diane Revell and Treasurer Bob 
Lupo.

For further information about 
the organization, check them out 
online at hawaiiwritersguild.com 
or search for “Hawaii Writers 
Guild” on Facebook.
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Story and photos by Diann Wilson
Deborah Watson had a dream 

that with community support and 
hard work, the once-abandoned 
golf course at King Kamehameha 
Park in Kapa`au could be restored 
to a community treasure. 

Her dream came true on Sat-
urday, February 10, when golfers 
and visitors alike were greeted 
with blue skies and sunshine for 
the Kohala Golf Park Open House 
and Golf Tournament.

A Dream Come True

Watson, along with a commit-
tee of North Kohala community 
members, greeted more than 60 
golfers, as well as dozens of spec-
tators, for the offi  cial opening and 
One Club Tournament. 

In addition to enjoying the 
beautifully restored 9-hole golf 
course, participants were enter-
tained with music provided by 
Two for the Show. 

Refreshments were off ered by 
the Hoopai family, who supplied 

Golfers anxiously await their tee times at the grand opening celebration at Kohala Golf Park.

Young golfers take advantage of the practice area to perfect their golf 
game at the newly renovated course at Kamehameha Park in Kapa`au.

their `Ohana Shave Ice food truck 
to feed the hungry golfers and 
bystanders.

More than 15 local residents, 
shops and restaurants donated 
prizes, which were awarded to 
both the best and the highest-scor-
ing golfers. One lucky golfer even 
managed to shoot a hole-in-one. 

The family-friendly course 
is open to the public Tuesday 
through Sunday (closed Monday 
for maintenance). 

Players aged 16 and under 
play for free. 

Play All Day greens fees for 
those aged 17 to 54 are $12, and 
seniors 55 and older can golf all 
day for $10. 

The Kohala Golf Park is a spon-
sored project of the North Kohala 
Resource Center. Deborah serves 
as the project lead. For additional 
information, go to the website at 
kohalagolfpark.org or call 

808- 365-6580.

Kohala 
Dental Center

Call us today 
to request an appointment

Your smile is our top priority

Accepting new patients
Emergency appointments

- State-of-the art dentistry
- Exams & digital x-rays
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- Tooth whitening
- Ceramic fi llings & crowns
- Oral surgery & extractions
- Full/partial dentures

www.kohaladental.com

889-6277
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Story and photos by Beth Bohn 
It comes as no surprise that 

within our North Kohala com-
munity there are people of many 
talents, experiences and back-
grounds. One such unique indi-
vidual is Joe Ayer. 

Many of you may recognize 
Joe, the friendly surfer (originally 
from Santa Cruz), as someone 
willing to help out by sharing his 
building acumen, his citrus har-
vest or just his fun sense of humor. 
But did you know that Joe has a 
feathered past, one that recently 
took fl ight and earned him the 
title of “ First in State” and then 
“Third in Nation”?

Joe started raising Birmingham 
rollers when he was a young boy. 
It’s a pigeon that was developed 
in Birmingham, England in the 
late 1800s from a pigeon called the 
Asian tumbler. Asian tumblers or 
rollers will do a spinning back fl ip 
while fl ying and then keep fl ying. 
Working-class fellows in England 
took the Asian roller and, through 
selective breeding, created the 
deep-rolling Birmingham roller 
that will do exceedingly fast som-
ersaults while dropping 50 feet as 
they fl y along. Some breeders fl y 
their rollers in competition, both 
locally and nationally. There is 
even a World Cup competition 
that includes several other coun-
tries. There are around 10,000 
breeders worldwide. 

I sat down with Joe recently 
and asked him a few questions 
about this unusual hobby. Here’s 
what he had to say:

Beth: How old were you when 
you fi rst became interested and 
involved with pigeons?

Joe: I was about 10 years old 
living in a small town in Northern 
California. One day a friend and I 
were walking by a Chinese restau-
rant that had a sign in the window 
that read, “Squabs Wanted.” The 
restaurant was closed so we 
walked around back and knocked 
on the back door. A man in a white 
apron told us that he would give 
us 25 cents for each baby pigeon 
we brought to him. We both 
looked at each other and realized 
we could soon be making a lot of 
money. The restaurant owner then 

How Well Do You Know Your Neighbors?
said, “You gotta clean ‘em too.”

We were going to be rich soon 
because we knew where there 
were lots of pigeons. In exploring 
our neighborhood, we had dis-
covered that under the industrial 
wharfs on the river there were 
plenty of pigeon nests. We soon 
harvested a dozen pigeons and 
brought them over to my friend’s 
house. My friend’s dad was a bird 
hunter, so we asked him, “How 
do we clean them?” He showed us 
how to kill them and clean them. 
Plucking and gutting pigeons 
wasn’t enjoyable work, but all we 
could think about was the money 

we were going to make.
After a few sales of squabs, 

we decided to raise pigeons in 
our backyards, so that we didn’t 
have to go under the wharfs. 
It was scary under the wharfs, 
because there many hobos who 
hung around there, drinking and 
fi ghting, who would yell at us and 
even chase us. 

Soon our yards had cages for 
our pigeons that we had trapped. 
We learned that restaurants would 
also buy quail and pheasants, so 
we started raising them too. My 
neighbor and I both fell in love 
with raising birds and soon had 
more aviaries full of doves, para-
keets, cockatiels, chickens and 
even a sparrow hawk. My par-
ents loved my bird hobby because 
they could always fi nd me out in 
the backyard and didn’t have to 
worry that I was hanging out with 
the “wrong crowd.”

Of all the birds we raised, 
I liked the pigeons the most. I 

enjoyed holding them, watch-
ing them make nests and the 
cooing sound they made, but the 
real thrill was letting them out of 
their cage and watching them fl y 
around high above my yard. The 
best part was that they would 
always come back to me. It was a 
love aff air.

One day, my mom and dad sat 
my brother and I [sic] down and 
told us that the family was going 
to move far away and I would 
have to get rid of all my birds. My 
whole world was about to change, 
and it seemed like my love aff air 
with pigeons was going to be over. 

What I didn’t know was that I had 
contracted “pigeon fever.” It’s not 
a medical term, it just means you 
will always have an affi  nity for 
pigeons the rest of your life. 

Beth: So how did you get into 
the type of performing pigeon 
you raise today?

Joe: It wasn’t until I was in 
my late thirties, I woke up one 
morning and seemingly out-of-
the-blue I had this compelling 
thought, “I just have to get some 
pigeons.” I hadn’t thought much 
about pigeons since I was a kid. 
The pigeon fever had returned. 
Thinking that I wanted some fan-
tail pigeons, I went down to the 
local feed store to inquire where 
to get some of these fancy birds. 
A young man working there says, 
“You don’t want fantails; you 
need to talk to my dad.”

His dad soon introduced me to 
the Birmingham roller pigeon. 

In no time, I was back into 
raising and fl ying pigeons. At the 

time I was living in Santa Cruz, 
California and there were a few 
other fellows living there that 
fl ew Birmingham rollers. There 
was a retired professional base-
ball player, a captain of the police 
department, a real estate agent, 
a house painter and myself [sic] 
that formed a club. We held com-
petitions and enjoyed each oth-
er’s company while talking about 
pigeons. 

Unfortunately, this phase of 
my love aff air with pigeons ended 
because of birds of prey. DDT had 
decimated the hawk and falcon 
populations, but by the late 1980s 
they had made a comeback. A 
big-time comeback! Santa Cruz 
University, just a couple of miles 
from my house, was breeding 
and releasing peregrine falcons, 
the most lethal killer with wings. 
Every time I fl ew my birds, they 
would be attacked by a falcon 
or hawk and sometimes both. I 
was losing so many birds, that I 
became depressed and quit rais-
ing and fl ying rollers.

About twenty years went by, 
then one morning I awoke and my 
fi rst thought was, “I have to fi nd 
some Birmingham rollers.” 

Living in remote Hawi, I 
thought it may be a problem 
fi nding them. On the Internet, I 
found a fellow surfer, Clayton 
Leu, living in Honolulu. Clay-
ton said he could send me some 
rollers. A couple months later a 
box arrives with 20 beautiful roll-
ers from Clayton. Later, I met a 
couple of other guys here on the 
Big Island also raising and fl ying 
rollers. They soon talked me into 
competing with my rollers. I was 
now back in the game! 

Beth: What excites you about 
raising and training pigeons?

Joe: Good question, because to 
most people watching pigeons fl y 
seems like a great waste of time. 
It’s sort of like surfi ng, except 
with this sport you can participate 
lying on a lounge chair in your 
backyard. It’s really relaxing sit-
ting under my birds fl ying above, 
that I had just let out of their cage 
and they could fl y away in any 
direction, but instead they fl y 

See Neighbor, Page 11 

Joe Ayer raises Birmingham roller pigeons at his home in Hawi. His birds 
have been judged to be 1st in State and 3rd in National competition.
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above me performing their aerial 
acrobatics. While watching them 
colorfully fl uttering against a blue 
sky and puff y clouds fl oating by 
in the trade winds, it’s inspiring, 
like poetry in motion. Sometimes 
I think of how some Asian or Per-
sian person thousands of years in 
the past was doing the same exact 
thing I am doing today under 
their fl ock of pigeons. Most of the 
time I am observing which birds 
are the better rolling birds, think-
ing about who their parents were 
and how to mate birds together 

that will improve the performance 
of my rollers. It’s a little like being 
a geneticist. 

Beth: Who were your mentors?
Joe: Mike Tyson! Well, even 

though he does raise pigeons too, 
I’m only joking. I would say it’s 
been people who have the same 
passion for pigeons and that I 
have had the good fortune to meet 
over the years.

Beth: How do you get your 
birds to return to the coop? 

Joe: It’s not anything like a 
special whistle, it’s because they 
do have a homing instinct to come 
back to their roost. They’re crea-
tures of habit, just like a lot of my 
friends. They fl y as long as they 
have the energy, and that depends 
on how much food I have given 
them.

Beth: What life lessons have 
you learned from the pigeons?

Joe: Never stand under a fl ying 
pigeon looking up with your 
mouth open! Actually, it helps you 

develop long range goals, because 
raising and training a competitive 
team of rollers takes time.

Beth: What does someone 
need to do to get started raising 
pigeons?

Joe: Find someone with the 
type of pigeons you are inter-
ested in and inquire about getting 
some birds from them. Most roller 
enthusiasts are generous and 
friendly.

Beth: You were recently evalu-
ated by a National Birmingham 
roller judge. What was he looking 
for?

Joe: In the sport of Birmingham 
rollers, birds are judged on how 
they fl y together in what’s called 
a kit (fl ock), how many birds roll 
at the same time and the quality 
of the rolling. Since rollers can’t 
be taken to some sports arena to 
compete, the judge must travel 
around the world to judge them 
in competition. 

Beth: How did your birds per-
form?

Joe: They placed fi rst in State, 
third in Nation.

Beth: What’s next?
Joe: The World Cup is the 

next competition coming up this 
spring and I’m working out daily. 
Well, not me, but the birds are. 
Even though they haven’t told 
me, I think they’re really excited 
about the World Cup competition.

Congratulations Joe! Keep ‘em 
fl ying high. I know I’ll be watch-
ing the sky in the afternoons 
hoping to spot the “rollers” in 
action.

 

Neighbor, continued from Page 10 

Birmingham rollers instinctively perform acrobatics in a fl ock, or kit.

Story by John Winter
Mayor Kim and a group from 

the Department of Finance, led 
by Assistant Director Nancy 
Crawford, came to North Kohala 
to explain the reasoning behind 
a proposal to raise the general 
excise tax (GET). Along with 
Councilman Tim Richards and 
Representative Cindy Evans, we 
had a lot of input and expertise 
on the fi nancial and tax situa-
tion in the state and the county. 
This reporter learned a lot, which 
might be summed up as: we’re in 
a mess. Mayor Kim began by tell-
ing us that the county has only 
three sources of direct tax income: 
property tax, fuel tax and the GET. 
We also receive a portion of the 
state Transient Accommodations 
Tax (TAT) on room rentals paid 
mostly by tourists (more on this 
later). 

The original proposed county 
budget for the present fi scal year 
was about $474 million, but rose 
to $491 million after payrolls, etc. 
were fi nalized. The county thus 
faces a shortfall of about $20 mil-
lion to meet its budget and pay the 
bills. This is a very odd situation: 
the county must cover its budget 
obligations but one of those obli-
gations, salaries of most offi  cials, 
are set by the state and the county 
has no control over that. So once 
the collective bargaining was 
done, the county was forced to 
cover the added bill. Hence the 
present shortfall. I’m glad my 
fi nances are not run this way.

Kim added that our taxes refl ect 
our values. Our property taxes, 
for example, have exemptions 
for residences, senior citizens and 
agriculture. And we also don’t 
charge fees for things like parks, 
pools, beaches, etc. As a result, 
the county lacks some income 
that may be routine on the main-
land while providing services as 
best they can. The county’s fuel 
tax increased August 1 from 8.8 
cents per gallon (the lowest in the 
state) to 15 cents per gallon, and is 
scheduled to go even higher. Fuel 
tax income must go to transpor-
tation, including roads and bus 

Mayor Seeks 0.5% Increase in 
County General Excise Tax

service. But the mayor said our 
buses are in very bad shape and 
we need more money to improve 
the fl eet and scheduling. Property 
taxes were also being increased. 
But these increases will hardly 
cover the costs of some items. The 
0.5% increase in GET, if approved, 
will be used only for transporta-
tion needs on our island. We really 
need to improve the bus system, 
he said, and we also have a $150 
million backlog in county road 
improvements.

Nancy Crawford showed 
us some data on how the GET 
increase, if approved, would be 
spent. She expects it will bring 
$25 million annually and that visi-
tors to the island will pay 30-40% 
of that. The funds would go to 
new buses, modernizing the tran-
sit system, road repair, reducing 
traffi  c congestion, and improved 
trails and bike paths. The added 
0.5% will only last for 12 years 
before returning to the present 
rate.

Representative Evans 
explained how this 0.5% GET 
raise issue came about. Counties 
cannot simply raise the GET on 
their own. Apparently, the state 
legislature had to raise the GET on 
Oahu to satisfy the state match on 
federal funding for the Honolulu 
rail project. It is unconstitutional 
if they raise the GET on Oahu 
without off ering a similar raise to 
the other counties. Every county 
thus has a limited opportunity to 
raise their GET by 0.5%. If we do 
so, it must be done by March 31. 
The GET, by the way, is like a sales 
tax, but not exactly equivalent. It 
is levied on businesses and covers 
many types of transactions, such 
as services, that a sales tax does 
not. You can nearly double the 
GET to come up with an estimate 
of equivalent sales tax. So, our 
present 4% GET would correlate 
to an 8% sales tax. 

Tim Richards said that the 
county must, by law, balance its 
budget every year. He added that 
Hawai`i has the second largest 
tax burden in the country (behind 

See Tax, Page 12 
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Weekly Events in  MARCH 2018

Email weekly calendar listings to kohalacalendar@gmail.com

THE 
COQUI CORNER

Sites Treated:
Kapiko Estates, Transfer Station,

County Baseyard, Kohala Nursery,
Niulii, Makapala,

Kohala Kentia, Ka'auhuhu Homestead

Mahalo for Your Support!
Coqui Hotline:  889-1777
Tax Free Donations gratefully accepted

North Kohala Community Resource Center
Attention: Coqui Coalitiion
P.O. Box 519
Hawi, Hi  96719

MON 6:30AM 7:30AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

8:30AM 9:30AM Ashtanga Vinyasa Yoga- teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

9AM Kohala Senior Club meeting Old Courthouse  895-2094

9AM 1PM Early Learning - 3-5yrs HUB Club 889-0404

10:30AM 11:30AM Joanie’s Pilates - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

3PM 5PM Keiki Ceramics - 6-11yrs HUB Clay Cottage 889-0404

3:30PM 4:30PM Capoeira - Youth HUB Barn 889-0404

5PM 6PM Insanity Classes with Ross Pagat Solid Rock North Church 989-0966

5PM 6PM Zumba - all HUB Barn 889-0404

5:30PM 7PM Mixed Ballet - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes hisaoka gym 895-2025

7PM Al-Anon meeting with Laura Kohala Mission School

7PM 8PM Refuge Recovery HUB Clay Cottage 464-4411

TUES 6:30AM 7:30AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

9AM 10:30AM CHAIR YOGA Intergenerational Center 880-0583

9AM 11:30AM Toddler Musical Group - 18 months - 3yrs HUB Club 889-0404

9AM 11AM Tai Chi - all HUB Hale 889-0404

10am 3pm Hawi Farmers’ market

10:30AM 11:30AM Adult Ballet - all HUB Hale 889-0404

3PM 6PM Youth Ceramics - 12-17yrs HUB Clay Cottage 889-0404

4PM 5:30PM Jan’s Yoga - Beginner - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

4:15PM 5PM Keiki Ballet - 3-5yrs HUB Barn 889-0404

5PM 6PM MEDITATION COURSE Intergenerational center 917-293-3427

5pm 6pm Insanity Classes with Ashlee Cheek Solid Rock North Church 989-0966

6pm 7pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

6PM 9PM Intro to Ceramics - adults HUB Clay Cottage 889-0404

6:30PM 7:30PM Belly Dancing - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

wed 7am walk with a doc Kamehameha Park 889-1570

8:30AM 9:30AM Pilates Plus - all HUB Hale 889-0404

9AM 1PM Early Learning - 3-5yrs HUB Club 889-0404

1:30PM 2:30PM Hip Hop - 10yrs-teen HUB Barn 889-0404

1:30pm after school activities
Mar 7:  Wii Gaming     Mar 14:  Lego Building

North Kohala Library 889-6655

3PM 5PM After School Art - 6-10yrs HUB Club 889-0404

5PM Open Stage Keokea BEACH Park

5PM 8PM Ceramics - Guided Open Studio - teen-adult HUB Clay Cottage 889-0404

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes walker hall 895-2025

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM

7PM Alcoholics Anonymous Wylie Hall,  ‘Iole Road 889-6703

7PM 8:15PM Tai Chi - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

7PM 8PM Salsa - teen-adult HUB Barn 889-0404

THURS 6:30AM 7:30AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

9AM 11:30AM Toddler Musical Group - 18 months - 3yrs HUB Club 889-0404

3PM 6PM Youth Ceramics - 12-17yrs HUB Clay Cottage 889-0404

3:30pm Na ‘Imi Ike; Hawaiian Language Study Group North Kohala Library 889-6655

4PM 5:30PM Jan’s Yoga - Intermediate - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

5pm 6pm MEDITATION COURSE intergenerational center 917-293-3427

5PM 6pm Insanity Classes with Ross Pagat Solid Rock North Church 989-0966

6pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

6PM 9PM Intro to Ceramics - adults HUB Clay Cottage 889-0404

7PM 8PM Narcotics Anonymous Lokahi Treatment center

FRI 9AM 1PM Early Learning - 3-5yrs HUB Club 889-0404

9AM 11AM Tai Chi - all HUB Hale 889-0404

10AM Preschool Story time ages 2-5   North Kohala Library 889-6655

10:30AM 11:30AM Joanie’s Pilates - all HUB Hale 889-0404

3PM 5PM Keiki Ceramics - 6-11yrs HUB Clay Cottage 889-0404

4:30PM 5:30PM Yin Yoga - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

SAT 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

Sun 9AM 10:30AM Jan’s Yoga - Beginner - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

10AM 11AM Seibukan Karate Academy HAWI FARMERS MARKET

10:30AM 12PM Jan’s Yoga - Intermediate- teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

4:30PM 5:30PM Tango - Beginner- teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

5:30PM 6:30PM Tango - Intermediate - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

North Kohala Historian and sto-
ryteller, Boyd Bond will present a 
“talk story” session on “The Battle 
of Kuamo`o: A Battle for the Future 
of Hawaii in 1819” at 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 12, at the North 
Kohala Public Library in Kapaau. 

Bond will off er another presen-
tation at the library on Monday, 
April 16, at 6:30 p.m. on the topic of 
“Kamehameha’s Ancestors and the 
Legacy They Inherited.” 

Boyd Bond’s knowledge of 
Hawaii’s history stems from his aca-
demic studies and from a lifetime 
spent in Hawaii as a 6th generation 
descendent of early western set-
tlers in Hawaii.  Boyd was raised in 
Hawaii in a sugar plantation family, 

living on plantations throughout 
the state.

Of his interest in Hawaiian 
history, Bond says, “I can’t ever 
remember a time when I wasn’t 
immersed in it.  Many of the sto-
ries of Hawaii’s history are also 
our family stories.”  Bond earned 
a BA in Hawaiian history from the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa and 
went on to earn a master’s degree in 
education.  

Call the North Kohala Public 
Library at 889-6655 for more infor-
mation.  Program schedule is sub-
ject to change.  Contact the library 
15 days in advance if a sign lan-
guage interpreter or other special 
accommodation is required.

Battle of Kuamo`o 
to Be Topic of Talk Story

The Friends of North Kohala Public Library will hold its annual used book, DVD 
and CD sale in the library meeting room from March 27-29.

 Volunteers will staff the book sale during the library open hours,
 from 9-5 on Tuesday and Wednesday and from 9-3 on Thursday.  

All books will be sold for one dollar or less. Buyers also have the option 
of fi lling a reusable grocery bag with books for $5.00. 

Please bring your own bags. True bargain hunters 
will want to be on hand Thursday, March 29, when the remaining books will be 

given to good homes for free.The Friends are asking for volunteers to help 
with the sale and also for donations of books and media. 

Volunteers are needed to assist during two hour shifts throughout the three days 
of the sale.Books, CDs, and DVDs in good condition may be dropped off at North 

Kohala Public Library. Donations are tax deductible. Library staff can provide 
receipts for tax purposes when the materials are delivered to the library.
The proceeds from the annual sale provide funding for library programs 

and materials at North Kohala Library.
Call the library at 889-6655 for additional information or to sign on as a volunteer.

Annual Book Sale Coming Soon

only New York). The County 
Council will be voting on the pro-
posed GET increase as Bill 102 at 
the next meeting (February 21). 
The Finance Committee, at their 
February 6 meeting, voted 6-3 
against approval. Councilman 
Richards said he would support 
the GET increase (remember, 
30-40% of it would be paid by 
visitors) only if equivalent reduc-
tions could be found in taxes paid 
by Big Island residents.

The mayor told us that the 
original TAT had earmarked 95% 
to the counties and only 5% was 
set aside for administrative costs. 
Since then, more and more of the 

TAT income has gone to pay for 
State projects on Oahu. Right now, 
the Big Island will receive a fi xed 
$103 million, which is about 3.7% 
of the total. Rep. Evans added 
that Oahu has more votes on the 
TAT distributions and the outer 
island representatives constitute 
a minority, so their share contin-
ues to shrink. Kim concluded that 
if Hawai`i County had continued 
to receive its fair share of TAT 
income along the original lines we 
would not be facing the present 
shortfalls. 

If you want to testify before the 
County Council on this issue,  be 
at the Judiciary Building remote 
site by 9 a.m. on February 21.

Tax, continued from Page 11 
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Caring for Your ‘Ohana, 
Caring for You

Women’s Health 
Program
New Ultrasound Available 

Looking Forward to New Prenatal Care Program!

You can do it! Call for appointments at either location:
Kohala Clinic: 53-3925 Akoni Pule Highway, Kapa’au - 889-6236
Hamakua Clinic: 45-549 Plumeria Street, Honoka’a - 775-7204

Caring for Your ‘Ohana, Caring for You

During prenatal care, pregnancy problems should be detected as early as 
possible so that they can be monitored or treated before a woman gives birth. 
Education is important to make sure the mother and baby are healthy. 

Women’s Health Services Include:
• FREE and CONFIDENTIAL Family Planning Testing and Counseling 
  and Exams for Adults and Teens
• Well-Women Physicals include a breast exam, pelvic exam and a Pap test
• NEW Prenatal Care Program – Specialized health care services 
  including health screening, risk assessment and education
• NEW Ultrasound Services – Patients have access to early pregnancy 
  dating as well as general tests
• Low cost or FREE Birth Control and FREE Emergency Contraception
• STD and HIV Testing – Counseling and Treatment
• Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program (BCCCP) – Exams with 
  mammogram help prevention and early detection of cancer
• Behavioral Health Services – Client-Centered Treatment heals the whole 
  individual. Topics covered include: postpartum depression, parenting skills and
  relationship support, marital and family communication problems, physical
  health maintenance, tobacco and vaping cessation, and substance use 
  disorder cessation counseling programs
• National Diabetes Prevention Program with Lifestyle Coach Jennifer Valera
   –  Over the last 18 months, program participants have lost a combined weight 
  of nearly 500 pounds! New classes are forming now. Call Jennifer today 
  at 930–0746 for more information and to sign–up for new classes.
• Medfusion Patient Portal – Make appointments, view laboratory results and 
  medical records over the internet. To learn more, ask to sign–up at either clinic   
  or visit our website at www.hamakua–health.org
 

Connec  ng People, Proper  es 
and Possibili  es..

Call for a FREE valua  on 
of your home today!y

Richard Kirwin Johnson
REALTOR® | RS-80219
808-987-3304
rjohnson@clarkhawaii.com

67-1185 Mamalahoa Hwy
Suite E-128
Parker Ranch Center
Kamuela, HI 96743

67777 111181818185555 MMMaMamamallalahhhohoa HwHHHwyy677-1181855 MaMamamalaahhoaa HwHwyy

Clark Realty
CORPORATION

The Hawaii Health Systems Corporation
West Hawaii Regional Board of Directors

will be having its next meeting open to the public:
Wednesday, March 14, 2018

3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Kona Community Hospital’s Conference Room 2

The West Hawaii Regional Board of Directors represents
Kona Community Hospital and Kohala Hospital.

Any questions, please contact 322-6970
www.kch.hhsc.org

PUBLIC NOTICE

By Lynn Fraher
The Hamakua-Kohala Health 

team cares about you, so we’re 
working hard to expand the avail-
ability of quality health care in 
Hamakua and Kohala.

As the national physician short-
age continues, hiring qualifi ed clini-
cal staff  is challenging, especially in 
rural areas like ours. But despite 
that challenge, Hamakua-Kohala 
Health has hired three new doc-
tors, three nurse practitioners, an 
advanced practice registered nurse 
and a dentist!

We are pleased to introduce:
Eric Murray, MD
Internists are sometimes called 

the “doctor’s doctor,” because 
they often help other doctors solve 
puzzling diagnostic problems. Dr. 
Murray provides comprehensive 
primary care to adults. 

Jocelyn Chang, DO
Dr. Chang is a Doctor of Osteo-

pathic Medicine and treats adults.
Idalee Posa, MD
As a general family doctor, 

Dr. Posa sees patients of all ages, 
including children, treats acute and 
chronic illnesses and provides pre-
ventive care and health education.

Amy Peele, FNP (Family Nurse 
Practitioner)

Amy Peele provides general 
health care for all life stages. She 
welcomes both children and adults.

Karen Stephenson, FNP (Family 
Nurse Practitioner) 

Karen Stephenson provides gen-

Hamakua-Kohala Health is Hiring
eral health care to people of all ages. 

Catherine Marquette, FNP, PA-C 
(Family Planning Nurse Practitio-
ner, Physician Assistant-Certifi ed)

After over 20 years of service to 
Hamakua-Kohala Health, Hawai`i 
Healthcare Hero award-winner 
Cathy Marquette is now the group’s 
medical director and works tire-
lessly to bring more doctors and 
nurse practitioners to serve you. 

Annette Manant, PhD, APRN 
(Advanced Practice Registered 
Nurse, Certifi ed Nurse Midwife, 
Specializing in Women’s Health 
Care)

Annette Manant has been caring 
for women for 30 years and has 
helped deliver thousands of babies.

Joseph Coleman, DDS
Dr. Coleman is the dentist at The 

Amazing Tooth Bus in Kapa`au. 
Currently, we are open on Mon-
days and Fridays and can only treat 
keiki. We look forward to adding 
more days soon.

What We Do
A Family Nurse Practitioner is 

an Advanced Practice Registered 
Nurse (APRN) who has additional 
education and more responsi-
bilities for treating patients than 
a Registered Nurse (RN). An FNP 
can prescribe medication, examine 
patients, diagnose illnesses, and 
provide treatment, much like phy-
sicians do. In fact, Nurse Practitio-
ners can provide 80-90% of the care 
that primary care physicians off er, 
according to a Kaiser Family Foun-

dation study.
Physician Assistants (PA) are 

health care providers who are edu-
cated at medical schools and are 
trained to diagnose and treat ill-
nesses. They provide preventative 
care in partnership with a physician 
supervisor. The “C” in PA-C indi-
cates certifi cation by the National 
Commission of Certifi cation of Phy-
sician’s Assistants and requires 100 
hours of continuing medical edu-
cation every two years, along with 
passing a national recertifi cation 
exam every six years, to maintain 
that very important “C”.

As members of health care 
teams, physician’s assistants take 
medical histories, examine and treat 
patients, make diagnoses, prescribe 
medications, order and interpret lab 
work and imaging, refer to special-
ists, counsel patients and perform 
minor procedures.

We Are Also Hiring For:
LPN – (FT - Union) Travel 

between both locations 
CMA – (FT - Union) Travel 

between both locations
Always Accepting New Patients
Most health insurance plans 

cover lifesaving preventative tests. 
Use the health benefi ts you are 
already paying for or are entitled 
to and get screened! Call today. If 
you do not have insurance, come 
get screened anyway. Bring your 
whole family, we provide services 
for all life stages, regardless of your 
ability to pay. We also take QUEST 

children’s insurance and provide 
pediatric care. Our doors are always 
open.

Accepting Donations Now
We need your fi nancial sup-

port to help our kupuna, keiki and 
young families fi nd vital primary 
and preventative health care. We 
need funds to rebuild the clinics as 
well as cover the increasing costs of 
daily operations. We accept dona-
tions online; please click “Ways 
to Give,” or feel free to mail your 
check to the Honoka’a address 
below. If you have any questions, 
please call CEO Irene Carpenter 
directly at 930-2745. Thank you for 
joining with us to accomplish great 
things!

Call today to set up your Well-
Woman Exam at either clinic:

Kapa`au: 53-3925 Akoni Pule 
Highway, 889-6236

Honoka`a: 45-549 Plumeria 
Street, Honoka`a, 775-7204
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Kohala Sports

The Kohala Community Athletic Association (KCAA)
would like to thank the following sponsors

for their generous support for our after-school
sports programs for the children of Kohala in 2017

Closed in Jan/2018

In Escrow in Jan/2018

Cell: 808-989-5995
Off: 808-889-5505 
April Lee, RB, BA,CCIM, ABR, E-Pro

January 21 was a remarkable 
day of wonderful weather at 
Waimea Park for the Ka Moku O 
Keawe Makahiki Games! Teachers 
from both Kohala Elementary and 
Halaula Middle School brought 
a vivacious team of students to 
test their skills against fellow stu-
dents from the Kohala Districts to 
compete in traditional Hawaiian 
games. 

Leading the teams were Kohala 
Elementary Fifth Grade Teacher 
Ms. Jessica Bautista, Halaula 
Middle School’s Mrs. Jenny Ste-
vens, and Mrs. Sheri Preston. Our 
students participated in a whole 
slew of traditional games, and 
many students placed in the top 
three for their competition. 

In the Elementary (5th Grade) 

Ka Moku O Keawe Makahiki Results
Division, it was: 

- Aukai Viernes, 2nd Place, 
Hakamoa (standing, one leg up, 
one-on-one wrestling)

- Isaiah Antonio, 3rd Place, 
Uma (arm wrestling) and 3rd 
Place, Hukihuki (tug-of-war) 

In the Middle School Division, 
it was: 

- Landon Kauka, 2nd Place, 
`Ulu maika (stone disk rolling at 
20 feet)

- Kanoa Lesher, 2nd Place in 
7th Grade and 4th Overall, in 
Kukini (100 yard foot racing)

- Cassandra Jones, 3rd Place, 
Uma

- Chyler Derla, 3rd Place, 
Hakamoa 

Congratulations to all who 
participated! You make us proud!

Photo by Donovan Aiona
Isaiah Antonio represents Kohala Elementary in Uma, traditional 

Hawaiian arm wrestling, at the Moku O Keawe Makahiki in Waimea on 
January 21, 2018.

The Kohala High School Cheer-
leaders are always having fun 
and are never discouraged – they 
cheer all the way through thick & 
thin! Considered a cheer club, the 
Kohala High School Cheerleaders 
have been a very spirited group of 
girls dedicated to cheering on our 
Kohala Cowboys and Cowgirls. 

Coached by Mrs. Sherry 
Bartsch, our cheerleaders follow 
our sports teams wherever they 
go. They said goodbye to the only 
senior cheerleader on the club, 
Johnette Emeliano, in tremendous 
fashion on the Cowboy’s Senior 
Night. Johnette did a fi nal bas-
ketball shot and a dance routine 
for the ages, in which her mother 
came out of the stands and joined 

Kohala Cheerleaders 
Keep Having Fun

The 2017-2018 Kohala High School Cheerleaders
Front row (left to right): Maya Bartsch, Lilly Lindsey, Sadie Alip, and 

Kamaile Gusman Back row (left to right): Maya Finau, Johnette Emeliano, 
and Reyanna Savedra

Johnette for the fi nale! What a 
show they put on! 

We at Kohala Mountain News 
Sports would like to recognize 
the cheer club’s eff ort that would 
otherwise be overlooked if not 
mentioned in our pages. Congrat-
ulations on another great season 
supporting our teams! 

The 2017-2018 edition of the 
Kohala High School Cheerlead-
ers are Sadie Alip, Maya Bartsch, 
Johnette Emeliano, Maya Finau, 
Kamaile Gusman, Lilly Lindsey, 
and Reyanna Savedra. These girls 
are a wonderful bunch and we’d 
like to thank you for keeping the 
long tradition of Kohala High 
School Cheerleaders alive. Keep 
that Cowboy spirit up, ladies!
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Kohala Sports

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

You can support our projects and the Center with a tax-deductible donation to
NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi, HI 96719 • 889-5523• 

www.northkohala.org
A great way to love Kohala!

Mahalo to the  G.N. Wilcox Foundation for their 
support of the Kohala Unupa’a  Summer Camp and 

the Wakerly Foundation for their support 
of Kohala Youth Ranch programs.

 
Please sign up now for NKCRC’s first Annual Golf 

Tournament at Hapuna on March 19th. 
Space is limited so call us today!!2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms house on 8,040 ft2 lot - $159,000

It’s not a typical season record 
(5-10) for the Kohala Cowboys 
Basketball team, but the team is 
loaded with young talent that 
will bring lots of excitement for 
years to come. This year’s team 
consisted of players that were 
shuffl  ed between the junior var-
sity (JV) and varsity levels. They 
either started off  on the JV team 
and moved to Varsity or started 
on the Varsity and moved to the 
JV team during some point of the 
season. 

The Cowboys won their BIIF 
(Big Island Interscholastic Fed-
eration) fi rst-round playoff  game 
over Pahoa, and then lost to 
Hawai`i Prep the next night to 
end their season. Every game was 
close for this year’s team as they 
fell short in the BIIF Division 2 

The Young and Talented Kohala 
Cowboys Basketball Team 

Ends Season at BIIFs!
Tournament. 

This year, the Basketball Cow-
boys say goodbye to three seniors: 
Maui Hook, Kahoalii Lewis and 
Ian Rivera. Way to play hard and 
make your fans proud! We’d also 
like to recognize the job Head 
Varsity Basketball Coach Don Fer-
nandez, Varsity Assistant Coaches 
James Marquez and Kona Fer-
nandez, and Junior Varsity Head 
Coach Kihei Kapeliela do with 
our Basketball teams year in, year 
out. The competition in the BIIF 
is fi erce and our coaches always 
take our boys to the next level. 
Good job! 

Next year’s crop of freshmen is 
known to be a class that is loaded 
with talent, so the future defi -
nitely looks bright for our young 
Cowboys!

Kohala High School Junior Varsity Basketball Team 2017-2018
Front row (left to right): MJ Macaspac, Keoni Barco, Zak Javillonar, Ashton 

Bolosan, Zhane Ellazar-Ching and Kahiau Kapeliela 
Back row (left to right): Darian Nishida, Kyrell Mateo and John “JB” 

Kahalioumi

Kohala High School Varsity Basketball Team 2017-2018
Front row (left to right): Molonai Emeliano, Jeffrey Francisco, Moses 

Emeliano, Elijah Antonio and Ian Rivera
Back row (left to right): Isaiah Salvador, Kahoalii Lewis, Maui Hook and 

John Nicolas

Kohala Elementary School’s 
fourth and fi fth grade students 
were treated to a day of soccer 
fun held by Kona Crush U-12 
Coach Joy Personius. Coach Joy is 
a Konawaena graduate dedicated 
to spreading the love of soccer to 
the youth on the west side of the 
Big Island. 

Each class had a 45-minute ses-
sion with Coach Joy that was both 
enjoyable and educational at the 
same time. Students were greeted 
with soccer balls and pop-up 
goals to practice their skills on as 
they approached Coach Joy on 
the fi eld at Kohala Elementary for 
their soccer clinic. 

She encouraged our students 
to do well in school and always 

Veteran Kona Soccer Coach Holds 
Soccer Clinic for Kohala Elementary 

4th & 5th Grade Students
try hard no matter what their situ-
ation is. She taught the fourth and 
fi fth graders fun ways to stretch 
out and warm up before soccer 
practice. 

This included drills that 
stretched their legs without going 
to the ground and stretching out 
the traditional way. 

They also learned dribbling 
drills and how to keep posses-
sion of the ball. Students fi nally 
learned to shoot on goal with the 
proper part of their foot. 

All in all, the students and 
teachers of Kohala Elementary 
School were blessed to have 
Coach Joy on campus! Thanks go 
out to Principal Danny Garcia for 
scheduling this event.

Photo by Donovan Aiona
Kona Crush Soccer Coach Joy Personius teaches Kohala Elementary 

School’s fourth graders on January 29 at the Kohala School Field.
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Telephone 889-6436

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Hawi, Hawai`i  •  The Welcoming Church

Masses: Saturday 5 pm 
Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am

Rev Elias Escanilla
Deacon Thomas Adams

Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Kalahikiola 
Congregational Church
Service every Sunday Morning at 9:30 

followed by pupus & fellowship

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30

Iole road of Akoni Pule Hwy. in 
Kapa’au 1/4 mile past the statue

www.kalahikiolacongregationalchurch.com

889-6703

Gospel of Salvation 
Kohala

Kokoiki Road
Service: Sunday 9:00 AM

Adult Bible Study: Monday 6:30 PM
Prayer Meeting: Friday 6:30 PM

Pastor Ilima Moiha
www. gos-kohala.org

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
Kapa’au, North Kohala  

Sunday Services:
7am - Holy Eucharist (quiet Mass) 

9am - Holy Eucharist 
Children’s Sunday School & Fellowship Brunch

Thrift Shop Hours:
Weds: 12 – 3:30pm  • Thurs:   4 – 6pm

4th Saturday: 10am – 12pm
Free Community Meal:

4th Saturday of each month: 11am – 12:30pm
Vicar Diana Akiyama   

www.staugustineskohala.com ●   808 889 5390

Kohala Churches

Kohala Baptist Church

Sunday Services  
Adult Bible Study/Kids on Mission  9 am

Worship Service/Sunday School 
(for children of all ages) 10:30 am

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church

KOHALA MONTHLY CALENDAR MARCH 2018

NAKAHARA STORE

(808) 889-6449  | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm  Sun: 8am-3pm
Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree

Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts
HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP, & MAUI ONION SALSA

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Friday 
6pm – 8pm

Wednesday 9am –1pm 
– Penny Carnival

James Walker Hall
Limited to 24 children 

ages 5-12. 

Please call Kathy 
@ 895-2025

for registration form.

St. Augustine's Episcopal Church 
Vacation Bible Camp
June 4,5,6,7,8, 2018

date DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

2/24 sat 10am 2pm Kidz for a cause funraiser The HUB 217-7879

3/1 thurs CoLAB planning meeting for proposed March 10 event see page 20 for details Kohala coffee mill hawaii@oneisland.org

3/2 FRI 4 PM 7 PM KHS FIRST FRIDAYS CRAFT AND LOCAL FOOD VENDORS KHS 889-7117

3/5 MON 1PM ACIM A Course in Miracles Study Group North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/5 mon 5pm 5:45pm Tiny house tour Takata Store

3/5 MON 6 PM 7 PM Growth Management group meeting BANK OF HAWAII BUILDING

3/5 MON 6pm 7:30PM Tiny House News, State Legislation updates Presented by Hale O Malama Land Trust and One Island North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/7 WED 4 PM Community Access Group MEETING SENIOR CENTER imuakohala@gmail.com

3/7 6 pm 8 pm Democratic Party of Hawaii meeting elect new precinct officers and delegates KHS cafeteria 640-4883

3/10 sat 9am Jamboree games, live entertainment, vendors KHS

3/10 sat 9am Dedication Shiro Takata field Everyone invited kamehameha park

3/10 SAT 5PM 9PM Kohala CoLab - Kohala Arts Pop-Up Multiple artists in special exhibit . facebook.com/KohalaCoLab/ to discover location. hawaii@oneisland.org

3/12 MON 3 PM 5 PM North Kohala Parent Support group Supported by N. Hawaii Community Children’s Council KINGS VIEW CAFE 989-4894

3/12 mon 6:30pm Hawaii’s History with Boyd Bond The Battle of Kuamo’o: A Battle for the Future of Hawaii in 1819 North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/13 TUE 11 AM Adult reading discussion My Life on the Road by Gloria Steinem North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/13 TUE 6 PM Hawaii Farmers Union United 6pm potluck, 7pm presentation. For everyone interested 
in good food, not just farmers

The HUB kohala.hfuu@gmail.com

3/17 SAT 4:30 PM 6:30PM Free Grindz hot meal Kohala Baptist Church Banyan Tree 889-5416

3/19 MON NKCRC GOLF TOURNAMENT SIGN UP AT THE RESOURCE CENTER HAPUNA 889-5523

3/19 MON 5 PM NKCDP AC Meeting North Kohala Community Development Plan 
Action Committee

Hisaoka Gym 323-4770

3/19 MON 6pm Teen Jewelry Craft with Sid Nakamoto North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/20 TUE 10 AM Adult Writer’s Group North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/21 WED 5 PM Parks, Water & Roads Group Monthly meeting Old Courthouse

3/22 thur 6 PM 6:30PM Prayers around the peace pole ALL are welcome, regardless of religious affiliation St Augustine’s church 895-5753

3/24 SAT 10 AM 12 PM Thrift Shop At St. Augustine Church Next to Walker Hall 889-5390

3/24 SAT 11 AM 12:20 PM Community Meal At St. Augustine Church Walker Hall 889-5390

3/27 TUES 9AM 5PM Friends of the Library Annual Book Sale in the library meeting room North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/28 WED 9AM 5PM Friends of the Library Annual Book Sale in the library meeting room North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/28 WED 4 PM 5:30 PM Restorative Yoga Therapy class With Carla Orellana, Certified Yoga Therapist, by donation The HUB 889-0404

3/29 THUR 9AM 3PM Friends of the Library Annual Book Sale in the library meeting room North Kohala Library 889-6655
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� SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY
� HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
� THRIVING OCEANS
� EFFECTIVE SCHOOLS

Paid for by Tarnas for State House, P.O. Box 6882, Kamuela, HI 96743
VoteTarnas.com      VOTE DAVID TARNAS

VOTE 
DAVID TARNAS 

North and South Kohala, North Kona!
Democrat for State Representative – 

Apparel, Locally Handcrafted Jewelry,
Gourmet Goodies, Toys and More!

Open 7 days a week, 10 - 5
808-889-1041

DOWNTOWN HAWI

Correction
The Kohala Little Free Pantry is open 

daily from 6 a.m. until 10 p.m., not 
24/7 as reported in the January issue. 

We apologize for any confusion.

By Marcy Montgomery
Hawai`i has had a history of 

distinctive land use models, from 
the ancient ahupua’a mountain-
to-sea land management system, 
to the Great Mahele that began 
private land ownership for indi-
viduals and established large land 
trusts, including Kamehameha 
Schools. Next came the planta-
tion system, where thousand-acre 
tracts were consolidated under 
private ownership for agriculture 
export products, as remains evi-
dent in North Kohala’s land own-
ership today.

Hawai`i is in a housing crisis, 
a fact accepted by government, 
industry and residents island 
wide. This housing crisis is 
heightened by land aff ordability 
issues, building costs and zoning 
restrictions. With today’s growing 
number of baby boomers making 
their home in Hawai`i – whether 
born here or more recently arrived 
- and the millennial generation 
prudently seeking aff ordable land 
access and home ownership, it is 
time to look at alternative models 
of land use and aff ordable hous-
ing. 

Land and home ownership 
costs are beyond the fi nancial 
capacity of most of the workforce 
and retiree’s fi nancial capacity. 
Creative solutions for aff ordable 
homeownership can provide 
stable land and housing access 
rather than add further pressure 
on the already-strangled rental 
market. The housing crisis in 
North Kohala requires aff ordable 
housing solutions to the very real 
problem of seeing our needed 
workers migrate away, seeking 
lower housing costs. If we don’t, 
as a community, solve this prob-
lem, will Kohala turn into an elite 
retirement community accessible 
only to the elderly wealthy?

Following the most recent 
public listening session at the 
Kohala Library, leadership from 

Tiny House Tour and Housing Update Meeting
One Island Sustainable Living 
convened a special meeting 
with State Representative Cindy 
Evans, State Senator Russell Rud-
erman, County Councilmembers 
Tim Richards and Jenn Ruggles, 
County Planning Director Michael 
Yee and Planner April Surpernant. 
One Island reported on their Octo-
ber training with the national com-
munity land trust organization to 
seek solutions to aff ordable home 
ownership. The resulting forma-
tion of the new Hale O Malama 
Community Housing Land Trust 
in Hawai`i was then introduced 
as an aff ordable housing strategy. 
Another topic revisited, that met 
with broad support, is the plan to 
bring organizations and industry 
leaders together with the public 
and government agencies for a 
Housing Summit.

Tiny Houses
The important, key purpose 

of the meeting was to look at 
implementation of Tiny Houses, 
initially on agricultural lands, 
and subsequently in residential 
areas. Attracting and retaining 
farm workers is an essential cor-
nerstone to building a successful 
agricultural economy that in turn 
increases our food security. To 
support the growth of local agri-
culture, removing land use bar-
riers to implementing permitted, 
clustered, aff ordable agricultural 
worker dwellings is supported 
by our elected representatives, as 
evident in previous County Coun-
cil, House of Representative and 
State Senate votes in 2017. We are 
now in a new legislative year and 
eff orts are underway once again 
in an eff ort to change land use and 
housing regulations in support of 
increasing local food production 
by providing aff ordable worker 
housing.

The Planning Department lead-
ers emphasized that small-foot-
print dwellings can be allowed on 
ag lands, under specifi c land use 

rules. However, everyone agreed, 
there are still Building Depart-
ment code requirements includ-
ing size restrictions and septic, 
power and grey water issues that 
would need to be addressed by 
those respective County oversight 
departments. 

One issue Planning was not 
able to resolve is how to deal with 
mobile tiny houses on wheels that 
currently are considered ‘trail-
ers’ or ‘recreational vehicles’. 
The conundrum is that RV use is 
designated as ‘camping’, which 
became prohibited on ag land due 
to a quiet change in the defi nition 
of allowable use of agricultural 
lands several years ago. Techni-
cally, living full time in a home 
defi ned as a trailer could be con-
sidered ‘camping’ and deemed 
unallowable, rendering a mobile 
tiny house dweller in violation 
of land use code at the State and 
County levels. Farm workers in 
tiny homes, and farm owners 
who invest in these residential 
structures, deserve protection 
from these mercurial and often 
confl icting rules, and ambiguous 
enforcement policies. The County 
Building Department needs to be 
involved in changing these rules 
as well, and to create a reasonable 
permitting process for tiny home 
installations.

One issue that Planning was 
willing to reconsider, that may 
help this fl exible, low cost hous-
ing model to better serve island 
farms, is to change the rule on the 
number of required farm hours to 
qualify for small footprint farm 
housing (permitted mobile or per-
manent foundation). The recom-
mended number of required work 
hours that was presented to the 
Planning Department is 16 hours 
a week, regardless of the number 
of units on the land. (Current rules 
in the ‘Additional Farm Dwelling’ 
permit vary from 16-40 hours of 
work a week, irrespective of size 

of home or number of occupants.)
Along this line, Rep. Cindy 

Evans has introduced a new Tiny 
House Ag Housing Bill, HB 2451, 
that is promoting approval of 
mobile tiny houses on ag lots. it is 
important the public understand 
the goals - and restrictions - of this 
bill and to voice their response 
during this legislative session. The 
Next Aff ordable Housing com-
munity meeting is on March 5 at 
the North Kohala Public Library 
at 6 p.m.

On Monday, March 5, at 6 
p.m., a meeting will be held at 
the North Kohala Public Library 
to discuss Community Housing 
Land Trusts as a housing option 
for North Kohala and to share 
updates on the Tiny House move-
ment and legislation in Hawai`i. 
Those interested in exploring 
the Hale O Malama land trust 
as a personal housing owner-
ship solution for themselves or 
a family member, Tiny Houses 
as a farmer or farm worker resi-
dence solution or as a residential 
housing solution, are welcome to 
attend this strategy session.

Tiny House Tour
Preceding the Aff ordable 

Housing meeting on Monday, 
March 5, a tour of an innova-
tive mobile Tiny House will take 
place from 5:00-5:45 p.m. Meet-
up is at the Takata Store parking 
lot; the house is within walking 
distance. Come see what an effi  -
ciently designed home, manufac-
tured off -site and delivered to a 
residential lot, using a small foot 
print fl oor plan with attached 
studio/offi  ce, looks and feels 
like. Also,  hear about the hurdles 
and costs required to install this 
unit on a private parcel.

Affordable 
Housing Meeting

Did you know? The 
Kohala Mountain  News

is online at
www.kohalamountainnews.com

Now SEARCHABLE 
back to 2011
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Open Daily  10 - 6    889-0760
Downtown Hawi

    elements@ElementsJewelryandCrafts.com

Jewelry, Art and Gifts

Showcasing the work of over
80 Hawaii Artists

Handmade in Hawai`i

Green, recycled and fair trade
crafts, toys and bags

J. Lorenzo Construction
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time

• Residential, commercial,
  industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017
896-0432

lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

• 29 years of experience 
  with projects done all
  over Kohala

Next to Aloha Gas Station

The

Open: Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30
Sat   9 - 3

Family Salon

889~5077

Hair Spectrum

Feed Hawaii, an educational 501(c)(3) 
in historic Hawi town at the Kohala Village Hub, 

is now hiring for a new Executive Director.  

Come join our exciting community center and Hub `ohana. 

Applicants will have strong nonprofi t experience, 
ability to manage a team, create budgets, grant writing and 
fundraising skills, a high level of community understanding, 

communication and organization, and fl exible work schedule. 

Pay commensurate with experience plus generous benefi ts package.
 Feed Hawaii is an equal opportunity employer.  

Please apply in person, or via email, by March 16, 
with cover letter and CV/ resume to hr@kohalavillagehub.com.

Executive Director

Ping pong/table tennis is 
growing in North Kohala. All are 
welcome to play every Tuesday 
and Thursday night, starting at 6 
p.m., at the air-conditioned Old 
Court House at the Kohala Civic 
Center. 

The North Kohala Table Tennis 
Club has an assortment of rackets 
and balls to borrow. The lighting 
is good and there are plenty of 
tables to play on. All skill levels 
and all ages are welcome. 

Players are always happy to 
help and give tips to other players 

The Kohala Village Hub will 
hold the Kidz for a Cause (KFAC) 
FUNraiser on Saturday, February 

Calling All Kidz for Kohala 
KFAC FUNraiser!

Photo courtesy of Kids for a Cause

24, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Admis-
sion is free. Kids from ages six to 
18 years old are able to participate 
and raise monies that will ben-
efi t the Ronald McDonald House 
Charities (RMHC) of Hawai`i. 

Parents and `ohana, why not 
encourage your child to help 
others in medical need and at 
the same time get certifi ed com-
munity service hour s from the 
RMHC of Hawai`i? This awesome 
organization, made up of kids, 
was created on Oahu by an eight-
year-old, Nicki Lee, in 2008. 

Be a part of KFAC now! To par-
ticipate or get more information 
call 217-7879.

Photo by Teresa Marquez
Kohala Elementary School fi fth graders Sydnie Marquez and Marley 
Yamamoto sold their assorted Super Slime as their FUNraiser at the 

Kohala High School First Friday event and 2018 Cherry Blossom Festival. 
They are each moving toward becoming a Kidz for a Cause Ambassador! 

Congratulations KFAC

Free Ping Pong for Fun, Exercise 
and Brain Health

that want to improve. Many come 
just for the exercise and the fun of 
keeping the ball on the table, but 
there are other benefi ts as well. 
Many medical studies have found 
the playing ping pong helps 
brain health. In fact, Dr. Daniel 
Amen calls ping pong “the brain 
sport,” as it exercises all the parts 
of the brain and can help prevent 
dementia. 

There is no charge to play. 
Come on down and bring a friend. 
You can call Len at 889-1099 for 
more information. 

The Old Court House plays home to the Kohala Ping Pong/Table Tennis 
Club every Tuesday and Thursday evening. There is no charge to play, 
plenty of equipment is available and all ages and abilities are welcome. 
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SMALL ANIMAL MEDICINEL ANIMAL MMED
SURGERYSURGERRY

ACUPUNCTURE AND HERBS

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 8:30 30 –– 5:30  Wed, Sat  8:30 30 –– 1:00Tue,, Thu, Fri 8:330 – :330  Wed, Sat  8:35:5 30
www. kapaauveterinarycenter.com

Robin Woodley ey DVMMelisa Hicks kss DVM

Always the best! The staff are very professional, and Doctors Woodley and Hicks are the best! 
Our animals are always in the best of hands! - W. Hofflund

HAWAII
PACIFIC

BROKERS LLC www.BigIsle.com
REAL ESTATE • DEVELOPMENT • SALES

65-1323 KAWAIHAE ROAD • KAMUELA, HAWAII 96743 
• OFFICE: (808) 885-5557 • FAX: (808) 885-4895

One of the few, private, true 

oceanfront parcels available. 

Un-blockable ocean sunset, 

coastline and Maui Island 

views. Gently sloping pasture 

land with forested valley. 

All utilities available. 

Property has a 724 sf 

masonry art studio / utility 

shed with attached carport 

and porch.

$1,800,000 MLS 612315

Charles A. Anderson, PB
(RB17210) 
808-895-5554 
charlie@bigisle.com

AWAIIAWAII
CIFICCIFIC

OKERS LLCOKERS LLC w

$ ,
North Kohala Oceanfront, 

24 Acres

S eniors
Agbayani, Camylle
Amar, Bohdi
Anderson, Maya
Canniff , Miranda
Carpio, Kiele
Castillo, Nicole
Clark, Mary Marvelanne
Emeliano, Johnnette
Enojardo, Jason
Hook, Jacob
Isabel, Kiera
Jose, Jashel Mae
Ney, Naomi
Ramos, Angelu
Sumic, Amber
Ward, Ireland
Wiernicki, Bayleigh

Juniors
Alip, Sadey
Bartsch, Mya
Botelho, Donna
Cordeiro, Kayleen
Donner, Malia
Gusman, Kamaile
Hoopai, Dawstin
Kokal, Angelique
Lum, Shaharazad Gayle
Pasco, Mekaila
Remsen, Sakura
Salvador, Isaiah

Savedra, Reyanna
Sumic, Skylar
Tomas, Gabrielle
Ward, Gillian

Sophomores
Anderson, Duncan
Cambra, Lehua
Campollo, Jessa-May
Campollo, Jovylyn
Caravalho, Laila
Galan, Kaya-Lee
Pagud, Manase
Paro, Kailee
Quinn, Nicholas
Souze, Destiny
Ventura, Justus

Freshmen
Emeliano, Donavon
Fernandez, Kara
Guerpo, Christian
Juan Kealoha, Ryan
Kaai, Pililai
Medeiros, Alain
Meikle, Zoe
Oandasan, Karylle-Cheyne
Reynolds, Princess
Sahagun, Mark
Todd, Grace
VanZandt, Ocean
Wiernicki, Sydney

Kohala High School 
Quarter 2 Honor Roll

Congratulations to the following Kohala High School students for 
earning a 3.5 or higher GPA for the second quarter of this school year!

Kohala Middle School Quarter 2 
Academic and Hawk Awards

Academic Awards
Principal’s List

Kohala Middle School recognizes the following students on the 
Principal’s List who achieved a 4.0 grade point average 

for the second quarter: 
● Dhona Jayne Rico ● Damien Padilla ● Jake Maki ● Lucy Hernandez 

●Leiana Carvalho ● Joel Gonzales-Oliveros ● Tristin Perez 
● Aidan Blanco ● Maya Maki ● Yvanka Lum

Honor Roll
Kohala Middle School recognizes the following students 

who received Honor Roll by achieving a 3.5-3.9 grade point average 
for the second quarter:

● Brooklyn Geiger ● Adam Heu Mathieu ● Kyson James-Foree 
● Laakea Kauka ● Teige Lorenzo-Akamu ● Riley Preston 

● Skyla VanZandt ● Oshen Cazimero ● Chyler-Leighn Derla 
● David Jimenez ● Imiloa Lesher ● Johnna-Lee Lorenzo 

● Daniel Remsen ● Ethan Tomas ● Lyric Burns ● Camille Fuertes 
● Cassandra Jones ● Edward Stenson Jr. ● Makenzie Afaga 
● Alyssa Ryder ● Adela Van Housen ● Kiona Nakamura 
● Jayline Salvador ● Arianna Thornton ● Hezekiah Wilson 

● Ashley Millet ● Trycen-Anthony Alejandro ● Kassidy Kapeliela 
● Landon Lewis ● Princess Shalei Nicolas ● Teygan Carlos-Caravalho

Hawk Awards
Pono Award

Kohala Middle School recognizes the following students with the 
Pono Award for being role models for their peers, 

choosing to do the right thing, and for encouraging a safe 
and respectful school environment.

December 2017
● Daysha Tayan-Germano ● Arianna Thornton ● Yvanka Lum

● Tatiana Sugse ● Anthony Kaai ● Manutea Pagud
● Riley Preston ● Leiana Carvalho

January 2018
● Ryzen Cazimero-Bautista ● Mark Joshua Salvador

● Iris Cedillos ● Imiloa Lesher

Grit Award
Kohala Middle School recognizes the following exceptional students 

with the Grit Award. These students displayed resilience, 
perseverance, dedication and determination in the face of challenges:

December 2017
● Kuana Gutierrez ● Kiona Nakamura ● John Yanos
● JR Asencion ● Talia Sanchez ● Weston Camara

● Haley Hawkins ● D’Angelo Duque ● Lucy Hernandez
● Kahelelani Kawai-Poliahu ● Iris Cedillos

January 2018
● Cassandra Jones ● Alyssa Ryder ● Camille Fuertes
● Lei Vakauta ● Skyler Caravalho ● Kanoa Lesher

● Logan Neves ● Razel Café



Page 20 The Kohala Mountain News February 23, 2018

“Always leave with a Smile”

OPEN MONDAY TO
 SATURDAY
8AM - 7PM  

SUNDAY 8AM - 1PM

889-5413

Planter 
d/r peanuts

16 oz Asst
 2/$7

$5.79 HOT DEALS FOR FEB 28 TO MARCH 13, 2018
 COME IN FOR MORE IN-STORE SPECIALS

post honey 
bunches cereals

14.5 OZ 
$2.89 

$5.99

guiness 
beer 6pk

 $5.99  
$9.59

FRANKS FOODS 
red franks

 16 OZ 

$3.59 
$5.89

talenti 
ice cream 

pints 
$3.49 

$6.99

chips ahoy 
COOKIES 

7-13 OZ

 2/$6 $4.59

Get involved in 

making

  Kohala better 

for all.

langers 
apple juice

 64 oz

$2.79 
$3.99

holy's bakery 
app/peach/

coconut pie 9"

$11.99 
$14.69

diamond bakery 
soda crkrs

 13 oz

2/$6 
$4.79

red delicous 
apples/lb

$1.09 
$1.69

Story and photos by Marcy Montgomery
The Arts came alive in Kohala 

on February 10. Launching the 
Second Saturday Arts program 
for North Kohala, the fi rst Kohala 
CoLab street art performance was 
a resounding success. The eve-
ning events featured Belly Danc-
ing by Aleili, celestial paintings 
by Krista Cutter, live street art 
painting with Rick Salas and com-
munity members, tarot readings 
and jewelry with Catalina Cain, 

Kohala CoLab Lights Up the Town

and acoustic music with singer/
songwriter Austin Ray. Over 120 
community members and visi-
tors toured the exhibits; enjoyed 
the exotic, sinuous belly dancing; 
had a tarot reading; listened to 
live, local music; and took part in 
the magical, eff ervescent street art 
scene. Local guests commented 
that with the density of artists in 
Kohala, it is a welcomed change 
to fi nd new ways to view their 
work and appreciate their gifts. 

King Kamehameha Nebula by Krista Cutter

Artists Rick Salas and Krista Cutter working on a live, collaborative 
community art painting.

The Kohala CoLab pop-ups, on 
Second Saturdays, are a great way 
to showcase local arts – and to 
support artists by purchasing or 
commissioning work. Do Art. Be 
Art. Support Art! 

A special thanks to the gener-
ous artists, and to Hawaii Cigar 
& Ukulele, Miho Yoneyama, and 
the L Zeidman Hawaiian Wood 
Bowls Gallery for providing space 
for the event. Watch for news of 
the upcoming Kohala CoLab 
Pop-up Events at various loca-
tions – March 10 is next on the 
calendar.

A Call for Artists and Event 

Volunteers
CoLab invites community vol-

unteers, artists, musicians, danc-
ers, performers, and spoken word 
playwrights and poets to join 
in producing Second Saturday 
events this year. From setting up 
tents to hanging art, to help get-
ting the word out, we invite your 
participation. The next planning 
meeting for the proposed March 
10 event is at the Kohala Coff ee 
Mill on March 1. 

Email hawaii@oneisland.org 
for time and details if you are 
interested in exhibiting or per-
forming.
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