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Story and photo by Glenn  Morello
As photographers, we like to 

think that we can plan our photos 
to the nth degree – scouting loca-
tions, going over every detail, and 
planning the composition for maxi-
mum visual artistry. And while 
Mother Nature provides us with 
all the ingredients we stuff  into our 
images, she sometimes plays cruel 
tricks on us, spoiling the plans we 
have perfectly envisioned in our 
heads.

The super blood wolf moon 
eclipse event on January 20 was no 
diff erent. Needing an easterly facing 
view here in North Kohala to watch 
the full eclipse, I set out to Upolu 
Airport around 6:15 p.m. Greeted 
by a few other photographers in 
the parking lot, we watched as the 
moon, swollen in its appearance, 
started to be covered by Earth’s 
shadow. With the sun’s light slowly 
fading, the moon began to grow a 
bit brighter and clearer. Unfortu-
nately, it also began to creep behind 
a dense, expansive cloud, spoiling 
our view of what would become 

Super Blood Wolf Moon Captured

the red-tinted moon we were all 
expecting to see. Doing a quick cal-
culation, we estimated that it would 
take at least an hour for the moon to 
rise above the clouds. So, with zero 
visibility, we decided to head home, 
happy enough having watched the 
beginning of the eclipse.

Turning up Kynnersley Road, 
we noticed that the sky was clear, 
and as we gained elevation a feeling 
of excitement circulated through the 
car as a large red moon ascended 
above the trees and stared at us 
from 238,900 miles away. All that 
careful planning, looking at maps, 
and using fancy photography apps 
to fi nd a viewing spot eventually 
did lead us to the perfect location: 
our front yard!

On this calm, clear night, we 
sat in our front yard watching the 
moon turn a beautiful red-orange 
for about an hour, then slowly 
turn back to the glowing white 
full moon we all take for granted. 
We talked about the physics of the 
moon’s orbit, what early man must 

The January 20, 2019 “super blood wolf moon” was visible from North 
Kohala. The event happens when the moon is slightly closer to Earth than 

normal, making it look bigger and brighter than usual, creating a “super 
moon,” and passes into the Earth’s shadow in a full eclipse, causing the 

“blood” red color. The January moon is also sometimes known as the 
“wolf” moon, hence the name “super blood wolf moon.” 

By Franny Brewer
Staff  from the University of 

Hawaii-Hilo (UHH) Daniel K. 
Inouye College of Pharmacy 
(DKICP) confi rmed a collection 
of Parmarion martensi, an invasive 
slug, from the Kohala district of 
the Big Island. Inquiries of local 
residents further revealed multiple 
sightings in the area, indicating that 
this invasive pest has established in 
the Kohala district of the Big Island.

 Commonly called the “semi-
slug” for the partially formed shell 

on its back, the semi-slug has been 
associated with increased inci-
dences of angiostrongyliasis (rat 
lungworm disease). The parasite, 
Angiostrongylus cantonensis, infects 
rats and snails or slugs at diff erent 
times during its life cycle. Humans 

“Semi-Slug,” Vector for 
Rat Lungworm Disease, 

Confi rmed in North Kohala District
can contract the disease after acci-
dentally consuming the parasite 
from a slug or snail. Cases range 
from severe discomfort and illness 
to permanent disability or even 
death, depending on the number 
of microscopic parasites consumed. 
Although all snails and slugs can 
carry the infective form of the par-
asite, semi-slugs are known to be 
carriers of a much heavier load of 
parasites.

The presence of the slug was 
confi rmed through the eff orts of 

students at Kohala Middle School, 
who are participating in a citizen 
science eff ort led by teacher Cristy 
Athan. Athan enrolled in a profes-
sional development class off ered 
by UHH-DKICP and the Big Island 

Photo courtesy of Big Island Invasive Species Committee
A semi-slug that was captured in Kohala by students shows the 

characteristic partially formed shell on its back. The slug has been 
associated with increased incidences of angiostrongylus (rat lungworm 

disease).

See Slug, Page 2

Strengthening Kohala Community through Social Emotional Health
Wednesday, March 13, from 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

The Barn at Kohala Village HUB
Opening chant at 5:30 p.m., followed by walkabout resource gallery, 

dinner, fi lm showing, open safe mic and closing circle.
Keiki corner and free childcare provided.

Sponsored by Hamakua-Kohala Health, Kohala Schools and 
The Kohala Village HUB

For more information, contact Ms. Lei Moore, Kohala Elementary 
School, at 808-889-7100.

Kū Like Kākou 
(Stand Together in Unity)
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KOHALA 
VET CLINIC

Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa'au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm
Closed on Sat & Sun

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com

15,000 sqft land  |  3BR/1BA  |  972 sqft living  |  listed for $350,000 fs

Back on the Market in Halaula
53-442 Halaula Maulili Rd, Kapaau, Hawaii

Teri Takata REALTOR SALESPERSON, RS-76882

808.895.0188  |  TeriTakata@HawaiiLife.com

Invasive Species Committee (BIISC) 
to learn more about rat lungworm 
and invasive rats and slugs. Teach-
ers are taught safe handling proto-
cols for the collection and disposal 
of snails and slugs and are guided 
to develop an Integrated Pest Man-
agement Strategy to reduce slug and 
snail populations in school gardens. 
The students embraced the project 
and have enthusiastically commit-
ted to their roles as ambassadors for 
rat lungworm prevention.  “They’re 
so into it,” says Athan. “Every 
single day, they’re telling me a new 
slug or snail story!”

Funded by the Hawaii Commu-
nity Foundation’s Career Connected 
Learning Science, Technology, Engi-
neering and Math (STEM) grant, 
the teacher professional develop-
ment class off ers standards-aligned 
lessons for teachers to use in their 
classrooms to increase awareness 
and safety in their school and at 
home, and to contribute to ongo-
ing scientifi c eff orts to develop a 
better understanding of slug and 
snail behavior. Kay Howe, DKICP 
education coordinator at UHH, 
was inspired to create the cur-
riculum after her son contracted a 
serious case of the disease in 2008. 
Although she had worked at a 
school garden in Waimea the year 
before, she had never heard of rat 
lungworm disease. Over the years 
of supporting residents and visi-
tors who contracted rat lungworm, 
Howe often heard a similar senti-

ment: before diagnosis, many of 
them had never heard of it. “I was 
concerned because my mind kept 
coming back to that school garden. 
As school gardens were being put in 
at schools across the island, I was so 
excited for the opportunity for the 
students to learn about agriculture 
and growing their own nutritious 
food, but I also worried – what are 
they doing about rat lungworm? Do 
they even understand the risk?”

 Residents of Kohala are asked 
to be vigilant for this slug and to 
be extremely careful with washing 
garden vegetables. Slugs or snails 
should never be collected with 
bare hands; gloves or chopsticks 
can be used to dispose of slugs in 
heavily salted water. Slug baits can 
reduce populations around gardens 
and yards. Resources on rat lung-
worm and the teacher training can 
be found on the Big Island Inva-
sive Species Committee website at 
www.biisc.org. For more informa-
tion contact BIISC Communications 
Director Franny Brewer at fbrewer@
hawaii.edu or 933-3340 (offi  ce), 987-
0620 (mobile).  

Photo courtesy of Big Island Invasive 
Species Committee

Kay Howe instructs teachers 
on slug identifi cation during a 

professional development session 
for teachers held at Waimea Middle 
School in Nov 2018. Humans can 

contract rat lungworm disease 
after accidentally consuming the 

Angiostrongylus cantonensis 
parasite carried by a slug or snail.

Photo courtesy of Hawaii Department of 
Health

Juvenile Parmarion martensi on 
a nickel shows size. The snails 
can sometimes be found on raw 
produce and even in the garden 

hose.

Moon continued from Page 1
have thought about events like this 
with no scientifi c explanations yet 
developed and laughed about how 
many people were probably howl-
ing at this “wolf moon.” Dinner 
was served on the front lawn as 
Earth’s shadow slowly drifted off  
of the lunar surface. All the while, 
I had my camera snapping photos 
every 60 seconds, which allowed 
for the construction of this photo 
of the moon exiting its eclipse. For 
photography nerds, I used a Nikon 

D850, 1/50, f/3.2, at a focal length 
of 195 mm and stacked 10 images in 
Adobe Photoshop.

Hopefully you got to enjoy the 
eclipse from a nice viewing spot, 
and while February’s super moon 
will not have an eclipse event, it will 
be at its closest point to the earth for 
the year. I encourage you to go out-
side to view it and teach your kids 
about the earth-moon relationship.

Glenn Morello is a local photogra-
pher focusing on landscapes, events, 
animals and people. 

Organization of North Kohala’s 
2019 Kamehameha Day Celebration 
held on June 11 each year began 
before 2018 ended, as working on 
this day of activity from sunrise to 
late afternoon is a labor of love with 
many tasks to complete.  

Leading the volunteer commit-
tee currently responsible for this 
annual celebration honoring Koha-
la’s number one son is community 
member Kau’i Nakamura. This 
local kumu hula heads a group of 
like-minded, hard-working volun-
teers dedicated to Hawaiian culture 
and the Kohala community.    

This year’s theme is centered 
on the ʻĀina (land), and those who 
care for her. Kamehameha had a 
strong connection to this land, as he 
was born in this district and raised 
in Kohala during his early years.   

Protocols held each year at the 
Kamehameha Statue in Kapa’au 
begin at sunrise.  Lei will be received 

Honoring Kamehameha and Ku Kiaʻi 
ʻĀina (Caretakers of the land) in 2019

from 7:00 a.m., with the lei drap-
ing ceremony starting at 8:00 a.m.  
Anyone can contribute fl oral or nat-
ural lei, with a maximum length of 
20 feet.  A small tent will be located 
near the statue to receive lei.

Akoni Pule Highway will be 
closed at 9:00 a.m. when the tradi-
tional pa’u parade begins in Hawi. 
Island units and fl oats will travel 
down Akoni Pule Highway to 
Kapa’au, pay respect at the Statue, 
and end at Kamehameha Park 
where the Ho’olaule’a (celebration) 
will occur from 11:00 a.m. until 4:00 
p.m.  Food, music, crafts, educa-
tional and cultural displays, and 
hands-on activities will be off ered.

“We’re always looking for vol-
unteers to help with all areas of the 
event,” shared ‘Ekela Kahuanui, 
one of the Kamehameha Day Com-
mittee members.  If interested, 
please contact her at programs@
kohalavillagehub.com. 

Photo by Randee Golden
Statue of King Kamehameha in Kapa`au, adorned with lei and decorated 

with fl oral arrangements on Kamehameha Day. 

Slug continued from Page 1
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“Always leave with a Smile”
HOT DEALS FOR FEB 27 TO MARCH 12, 2019

TIGER’S 
MILK 
BARS 
1.23 OZ

$0.69

                CHIPS 
 AHOY/RITZ
 CRACKERS 

 8.8-13.7 OZ   

FRANKS 
FOOD RED 
FRANKS
16OZ

MARCA 
EL REY 
CHORIZOS 
3LBS

WESSON 
OIL 
48 OZ

KOHALA 
KIM 
CHEE 
12 OZ

PUNALUU 
SWEET 
ROLLS 
1LB

CELLO 
POTATOES 

5LBS

HEINEKEN 
BEER 
12’S 

 TYSON 
B/S THIGHS 

2.5 LBS

2/$6

$19.99

$3.79

2/$7

$2.59

$2.99 $2.99

$13.99 $5.99

 Come in for more 
in-store specials

$0.99

$ 4.59

$ 37.19

$5.99

$5.99

$4.49 -  $4.69

   $17.69 $10.49

$4.49

$3.69

Join us in 
supporting 

our children 
of Kohala in 
the Kohala 
Elementary 
Playground 
Fund Drive

“Loose Change 
Piggy Bank”

For more information 
ask our cashiers

Story and photos by Lisa Andrews
Little Free Pantry (LFP) organiz-

ers have an important news update. 
The second LFP, formerly next to 
the nursery lot, has a new home 
at the Kohala Car Tow in Hawi on 
Akoni Pule highway. A shout out 
to the Cortans and the Aloha they 
shared by having the second little 
free pantry in front of their home! 

Susan Cortan enthusiastically 
shares, “Keoki and I want to say 
THANK YOU to all who have 
donated and made our pantry so 
successful. We enjoyed serving our 
community. We will miss doing it 
and meeting new people. It was 
used by ALL. MAHALO PLENTY 
again to all who have supported 
our pantry, including the tourists 
who donated their leftover gro-
ceries and their monetary gifts. 

New Location for Second 
Kohala Little Free Pantry

We know it was well-visited by 
many. THANK YOU KOHALA! 
We are the BEST COMMUNITY. 
Much Aloha, Keoki ‘n Susan"

The fi rst Kapa’au LFP is still in 
front of Hello Again thrift store, 
which is next to Life and Death 
Wellness and across the street from 
the Kamehameha Park entrance. 
The hours for both are 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. The motto 
is, “Take what you need and leave 
what you can.” 

The LFP is not to replace the 
Food Basket program at Sacred 
Heart Church, but as a supplement 
for those community members that 
may need a hand. There are also 
sometimes toiletries, baby clothes, 
blankets, etc. The LFP is a wonder-
ful way to take care of your commu-
nity. Malama Pono. 

Community members and tourists helped move the second Little Free 
Pantry into place in Hawi, next to the whale wall at Kohala Car Tow. 

Members of the Hawaii Writ-
ers Guild (HWG) came together in 
January at Anna Ranch in Waimea 
for their second annual dinner and 
election of offi  cers. Both members 
and guests gathered to hear about 
the accomplishments of the Guild 
during the previous year, honor 
members who had published books 
in 2018 and elect offi  cers for 2019.
Vice President Bruce Stern reported 
on Guild accomplishments for 
2018. The Guild continued its tra-
dition of author readings, free 
and open-to-the-public, in North 
Kohala, Volcano and in Waimea. 
In addition, the organization spon-
sored its fi rst writing and publish-
ing workshops. HWG had tables at 
three events where members could 
sell their books and staff ed a table 
at the Kauai Writers Conference. In 
addition, the Guild has begun the 

process to become a 501(c)(3) chari-
table organization.

Five members who had pub-
lished books during 2018 read 
from their publications. There were 
others who had published as well, 
but they were unable to attend. The 
evening concluded with the elec-
tion of a new slate of offi  cers to lead 
the Guild during 2019. The offi  cers 
for 2019 are Diann Wilson, Presi-
dent; Bruce Stern, Vice President; 
Diane Revell, Secretary; and Bob 
Lupo, Treasurer.

The Hawaii Writers Guild is an 
independent association of writers 
engaged in the promotion of liter-
acy, cultural enrichment, entertain-
ment and dispersal of information 
through the use of the written and 
spoken word. Additional infor-
mation can be found at www.
hawaiiwritersguild.com. 

Photo by Steven Foster
The Hawaii Writers Guild 2019 Board of Directors

Left to right: Joy Fisher, Bruce Stern, Bob Lupo, Diane Revell, Duncan 
Dempster and Diann Wilson 

Missing: Eila Algood, Bryan Furer and Cece Johansen

Hawaii Writers Guild Elects New Offi cers 
and Reports Accomplishments
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Holly Algood, PB  
RB 22414
808-557-0354 cell

NEW LISTING MALIU RIDGE
This property is all about the Views
56-772 Kualapa Place, Hawi
See ocean plus Kaho'olawe, Lanai and Maui 
from the expansive back yard and 1500 sqft lanai. 
Newly updated kitchen and 3 remodeled 
bathrooms. Inlaid local hardwood fl oors in main 
house. Separate building with guest suite 
and full basement underneath.
Zen garden courtyard welcomes you.
$1,225,000.                        MLS 625821
OPEN HOUSE 3/29 9-Noon.

www.algoodhi.com

Take-out
889-0208

CSC CAFE
Local Food

Open daily
6:00 am – 9:00 pm

Local FoodLocal Food

Open dailyOpen daily

Apparel, Locally Handcrafted Jewelry,
Gourmet Goodies, Toys and More!

Open 7 days a week, 10 - 5
808-889-1041

DOWNTOWN HAWI

By Aoloa Patao 
“Eh, we should go Kuʻi at the 

Capitol,” said the founder and 
director of Hawaiʻi Institute of 
Pacifi c Agriculture (HIP Ag), Dash 
Kuhr.

He was referring to Hui Aloha 
‘Āina Momona’s “Kuʻi at the Capi-
tol” event at the Hawaiʻi State Capi-
tol in Honolulu on January 16, 2019. 
The gathering coincides with the 
opening day of the state legisla-
tive season and is a day prior to the 
126th anniversary of when Queen 
Liliʻuokalani was overthrown from 
her Hawaiian Kingdom throne.

This was a no-brainer for Hua-
lalai Keohuloa and me. We were 
down, no questions asked.

“We should take some students, 
too!” Kuhr added.

And just like that – with the 
support of HIP Ag and the HMSA 
Foundation – Kuhr, Keohuloa, 
fi ve students from the Natural 
Resources program at Kohala High 
School and I boarded Hawaiian Air-
lines and jet-streamed to Honolulu.

There were hundreds of stu-
dents kuʻi kalo (pounding taro) 
on papakuʻiʻai (poi-pounding 

Country Kids Kuʻi in the City

boards) using pōhaku (stones) on 
the ground level of the Capitol 
with politicians in suits exchanging 
pleasantries with each other, lobby-
ists, special interest groups and con-
stituents above.

“So much new things to see, 
hear, and learn,” said Kohala High 
School Natural Resources student, 
Ryan Juan Kealoha, of the experi-
ence. “I liked being able to hear and 
see what was going on with our cul-
ture and economy.”

At fi rst, the scene was pretty 
hectic: helpers sprinting around to 
put kalo on all of the papakuʻiʻai, 
students running back and forth 
from the cleaning station, and 
interested bystanders trying to get 
a glimpse of various speakers and 
hear ʻoli (chants). There was even a 
man-made imu (traditional under-
ground oven) that was created in 
a giant roll-off  container to cook a 
few thousand pounds of kalo—tra-
ditional innovation at its fi nest. Our 
Kohala students were the fi rst bat-
ters up to kuʻi kalo. Initially, they 
were a little nervous, but got more 
comfortable with each stroke of 
their pohaku.

When they were fi nished, other 
students jumped on the papakuʻiʻai 
to have their turn, as we elected to 
walk around the outside of ʻIolani 
Palace. After lunch, we left the 
ground fl oor to see what the big 
boys—and girls—were up to. We 
met with State House Represen-
tative in District 7, David Tarnas, 

State Senator in District 4, Lor-
raine Inouye, and Lt. Governor of 
Hawaiʻi, Josh Green. Having the 
opportunity to meet with these 
three politicians was important, as 
their decisions directly impact us 
here in Kohala.

“I got to meet some impor-
tant people, like the leaders,” said 
Daylan Tayan-Germano, another 
Natural Resources student. “I had 
a chance to say what was on my 
mind.” Cael Hooton, who is also a 
Natural Resources student, added, 
“We met some [politicians] that 
were talking to us about the farm-
to-school program and agricul-
ture.” We were a little short on time 
to get back to the airport, so we 
quickly hit a farmers’ market at the 
Blaisdell Center and luckily scored 
Pig and the Lady—a contemporary 
Vietnamese fusion restaurant. So 
ʻono!

Mahalo nui for the support of 
HIP Ag and HMSA Foundation 
for sponsoring us in this incredible 
experience!

After traveling to Honolulu for the “Kuʻi at the Capitol” event, the group 
from Kohala visits Iolani Palace, adjacent to the Hawaiʻi State Capitol 

building. 

Photos by Joni Ogino 
Students kuʻi kalo (pound taro) on papakuʻiʻai (poi-pounding boards) using pōhaku (stones) on the ground level 
of the Capitol on the fi rst day of January 2019 legislative sessions. The event was sponsored by Hui Aloha ‘Āina 
Momona, whose mission is to assist ʻohana in reinstating the ʻumeke kūmau, or family poi bowl, at their dinner 

table and making hāloa (taro) their primary staple. 
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Letters

March Deadlines
Ads and News: 3/8/19
Distribution: 3/22/19
April Deadlines
Ads and News: 4/12/19
Distribution: 4/26/19

It’s important for the Kohala 
Mountain News to receive ads and 
news submissions by the following 
deadlines. Otherwise, submissions 

may not be accommodated.

 Our purpose is to enhance 
and strengthen the community 

by fostering continuous 
communication and 

understanding among the 
various cultures, residents and 

constituents.
www.kohalamountainnews.com

ABOUT US
Publisher/Ad Sales Manager
Tom Morse           345-0706

ltmorse@aol.com

Managing Editor 
Maureen Garry        494-4237 
kohalanewseditor@gmail.com

Layout & Calendar Editor 
Annalene Williams    339-4951

kohalacalendar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Malia Dela Cruz      895-3578

mdelacruz13@hotmail.com

Current Circulation 4,200
Letters to the Editor and 

Viewpoint articles must address 
issues aff ecting North Kohala 
and be accompanied by the 

author’s name, address 
and telephone number. 

Letters and Viewpoints are 
subject to editing, and shorter 

submissions will receive 
preference for publication.

For a twelve month 
subscription, please send your 
check for $36, made out to the 

Kohala Mountain News, 
P.O. Box 639, Kapa’au HI 96755. 

Be sure to include a note 
stating the name and mailing 

address of the recipient.
All material, either in part or in whole, is 

protected under U.S. copyright laws. ©2019.

Kohala Mountain News
P.O. Box 639, Kapa’au, Hawai‘i  

96755

February Contributors
Lisa Andrews, Promise Arraujo-
Medeiros, Big Island Invasive 
Species Committee, Donna 
Botelho, Fanny Brewer, Jeff 

Coakley, Marcus Douglas, Anna 
Flint, Steven Foster, Randee 

Golden, Steven Guppy, 
Francis Hebert, `Ekela 

Kahuanui, Celene Kobayashi, 
Ashley Millet , Glenn Morello, 

Cathy Morgan, Anna Flint, 
Diana Moriarty, Elaine Vinta 

Murota, Princess Shalei 
Nicolas, Leslie Nugent, Joni 

Ogino, Aoloa Patao , Tim 
Richards, Beth Thoma 

Robinson, Kaneesha Santiago, 
David Tarnas, Lynda Wallach, 
Diann Wilson, Toni Withington 

We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the com-
munity for their generosity 
in participating in the annual 
Kohala Hospital Auxiliary Krispy 
Creme Doughnut fundraiser.
The auxiliary was started in 
1987 and provides fi nancial sup-
port to the hospital. Services 
supported include the resident 

Mahalo for Support of Kohala Hospital Auxiliary Fundraiser
activity fund, such as tickets for 
residents to attend Kahilu theatre 
performances; provision of a daily 
newspaper; Wi-Fi services; and 
purchase of needed items, in con-
junction with the hospital activity 
department and administration. 
The Auxiliary also has schol-
arships available for students 
entering the medical fi eld.

Meetings are held monthly in the 
hospital conference room on the third 
Thursday of the month at 1:30 p.m.
New members are welcome and 
anyone interested in the Auxiliary 
should contact 

Ida Otake at 889-0686 or 
Dixie Adams at 889-5730.

Mahalo, 
The Kohala Hospital Auxiliary

Aloha, 
My name is Kaneesha Santiago, 

and I am 12 years old. I will be 
doing my project on child abuse. 

I want to stop child abuse 
because kids should not be beaten 
and they don’t deserve to be abused. 
If someone sees or hears a child get-
ting abused, they need to call for 
help. Then the person who is beat-
ing the kids should go to prison. 

Child abuse is horrible. Who-
ever abuses children has no soul 
and must be sick in their mind to 
do that to their kid(s) or anyoneʻs 
else kid(s). I want to try to keep out 
town and world child-abuse-free. 
We have a lot of children that go 
through this. I want to see that no 
kid should go through this because 
it hurts to me to see them beaten.

Thank you for your time, 
Kaneesha

Letters from Kohala Middle School Students
Mr. Duncan Anderson teaches seventh grade at Kohala Middle School. Every year he asks his students 

to choose a problem on Hawai`i Island they would like to help solve. Students spend the earlier part of the 
school year researching and doing projects related to their chosen topic. Toward the end of the year, the 

students are charged with bringing their message out to the community in whatever way they see fi t. Part of 
that goal can be accomplished by writing a Letter the Editor for publication in the Kohala Mountain News. The 
following are some of those letters. Additional letters from other students will be published in upcoming issues.

Child Abuse
Dear People of Kohala,
Aloha! My name is Promise Arraujo-Medeiros. I am 12 years old and a 

seventh grader at Kohala Middle School. My family and I love to go to the 
beach and are very concerned about the pollution in our oceans. It is get-
ting worse as every second that passes by. 

Because of all the debris that’s in the ocean, pretty much everything 
that is living there is dying. The animals in the ocean perish from getting 
stuck in plastic or eating it. The albatross is a good example of a species 
that is suff ering because of pollution. While that’s happening, many coral 
reefs unfortunately die because of chemicals like oxybenzone, which is 
found in some sunscreen. If we were to keep this up, then there won’t be 
beautiful oceans for generations to come.

We can’t even go to the beach because of the trash that has contami-
nated our water. It contains harmful diseases like leptospirosis, cholera 
and others that can make us very sick or even kill us if we swim in there. 
The murky waters are also great homes for sharks and other dangerous 
animals that can kill innocent toddlers if they go too close. It is just too 
dangerous for families to go to anymore.

The pollution is too much for anyone to handle but we can try to make 
a diff erence to at least stop it from growing. Using recyclable bags and 
cups is a good start. You can also pick up litter on the beaches and sup-
port organizations that are doing their best to save the oceans,  like Ocean 
Conservancy and World Wildlife Fund. With your help, we can save the 
oceans before it’s too late.

Thank you for your time,
Promise Arraujo-Medeiros

Ocean Pollution

Dear Editor,
My name is Shalei Nicolas and I am a seventh grader at Kohala Middle 

School. I am writing about animal abuse. 
I really think it’s a serious problem here in Kohala and it should stop. If 

you ever see animals getting abused, you should report it right away.
Personally, I have never seen animals getting hurt in real life, but I have 

seen videos and pictures on social media. This topic is important because 
animals are a huge part of our lives. They also protect us in life by making 
us feel better, as if they were like our best friend, and you wouldn’t want to 
kill your best friend, right? So, don’t you think it’s wrong to abuse animals? 

Animal abuse has been going on for quite a long time now, and you 
might not see it but everyday there’s always a new case reported about 
them getting hurt. Most of them don’t even get reported.

Overall, we should do something about this problem because in the 
future we might not have some animal species left. We should all treat 
them kindly and make sure to call 911 if you see any type of animals get-
ting abused/hurt. 

Thank you so much for your time!  And remember, don’t abuse animals!
Sincerely, 
Shalei Nicolas

Animal AbuseDear Kohala Community,
My name is Ashley Millet and I 

attend Kohala Middle School. I’m 
currently in the seventh grade. As 
you all know, this past year we have 
had several hurricanes. Those hur-
ricanes are hurricane Lane, Olivia 
and Hector. Hurricane Lane hit 
Category 5 and brought heavy rain 
and winds. My topic is on hurricane 
readiness/preparedness and what 
to do during a hurricane.

First of all, if you are in an area 
that is dangerous, get to safety 
right away! What you need to pre-
pare for a hurricane is extra batter-
ies; fi ve gallons of water for each 
person per day; three to fi ve days 
of non-perishable foods; baby food, 
diapers and other baby supplies (if 
you have a baby); personal hygiene 
products (for example, shampoo, 
hand sanitizer, etc.); fl ashlights; a 
battery-powered  or hand-cranked 
radio; special medical needs; an 
emergency kit; and a fi rst- aid kit.

Those are all the things you need for 
a hurricane but, just in case, you should 
tape or barricade your windows if you 
feel your windows will break. 

I want Kohala to be ready for 
the next hurricane so that we don’t 
have to worry about people being 
stupid and not knowing what to do.

Mahalo for reading!
Ashley Millet

Hurricane 
Preparedness

Dear Kohala,
Hi, I’m Joden Fernandez and I attend Kohala Middle School. Here in 

Kohala, mostly everyone is really close. Some have known each other since 
the plantations. 

Kids and adults all get bullied. You never know until it’s too late. Yes!!! 
People they do think of hurting themselves or, the worst, taking their own 
lives. 

Parent or not, if you know someone,  help out. Ask them straight up, 
“Do you think of harming yourself?” or “What’s happening?” Reach out 
before it’s too late; love one another.

Thank you for your time!!!
Sincerely, Joden Fernandez

Bullying
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“Serving Hawaii Since 1985”“Serving Hawaii Since 1985” General Liability Insured 
 

808-366-4716 
Monday Thru Saturday 7AM - 7PM
Emergency Calls After Hours and Sundays

Jamie Letterman
VETERAN:

82nd Airborne 

For Pictures, Testimonials and More... please Visit our Website at:
www.BlueHawaiiWindowCleaning.com

Services We Offer:
Residentail /Commercial Window Cleaning
Water Stain Removal / Shower Doors
Metal Restoration / Bathroom Hardware
Power Washing / Solar Panels / Awnings
Construction Clean-up
High Rise Window Cleaning
100% Pure Water Reverse Osmosis System
Green Products

Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

Aloha! The legislature has 
begun its 2019 session to consider 
bills addressing many important 
issues. I am grateful for the oppor-
tunity to represent North Kohala in 
the State House and welcome your 
advice and counsel on pending 
bills as well as any issues concern-
ing state government. Your House 
District 7 offi  ce is ready and eager 
to assist you.

YOUR HOUSE DISTRICT 
SEVEN TEAM

My offi  ce manager is Kristin 
Moala, who is an experienced leg-
islative aide and policy analyst. 
She is an avid photographer, loves 
knitting, and is a competitive trap 
shooter.

My two legislative aides bring 
a great set of skills to our staff . 
Quincy Bedoya grew up on Maui 
and just graduated from University 
of Hawaii law school. An experi-
enced legislative staff  member, he 
will also serve as our in-house legal 
analyst. Quincy enjoys outdoor 
adventures and is always looking 
for new, exciting hikes.

Zoe Sims grew up in our dis-
trict, and after fi nishing high school 
went on to earn an undergraduate 
degree in Ecology and Environ-
mental Studies. She will analyze 
bills and budgets and help with 
constituent services. Zoe is an avid 
trail runner and free-diver.

COMMITTEE ASSIGN-

MENTS
This session, I serve on three 

committees: the Education Com-
mittee, which is responsible for all 
public schools, including the uni-
versity and community colleges; 
the Energy and Environmental Pro-
tection Committee, which covers 
energy policy, climate change issues, 
and many environmental issues; 
and the Water, Land and Hawai-
ian Aff airs Committee, which is 
responsible for all matters related to 
water quality, coastal erosion, land 
use and the whole range of impor-
tant issues facing our native Hawai-
ian community.

2019 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
The session began on January 16 

and ends May 2. Several thousand 
bills have been introduced, and by 
the end of the session only a few 
hundred will be approved. The leg-
islature will also review and amend 
the state budget.

 Legislative bills address a wide 
range of issues, and  I have intro-
duced bills on a variety of topics, 
including,

Environmental Bills
HB 298 authorizes government 

agencies to produce and transmit 
renewable energy across the utility 
grid to other government facilities 

HB 1460 authorizes the use of 
the boating special fund for the 
statewide day-use mooring buoy 
program 

HB 1152 supports a statewide 
consultation process with fi sher-
men and other stakeholders to 
develop a plan for achieving eff ec-
tive management of at least 30% of 
our nearshore marine resources by 
2030

HB 1082 provides support to 
DLNR to identify and secure rights 
of access across private lands to 
public lands for hiking purposes

HB 1083 appropriates funds to 
address the spread of Rapid Ohia 
Death

HB 297 directs the State to 
review the use of sterile mosquitoes 
as a vector control tool

Social Issue Bills: 
HB 295 amends the defi nition 

of domestic abuse to include emo-
tional abuse between family or 
household members

HB 767 authorizes a family court 
judge to enforce temporary restrain-
ing orders

HB 1458 appropriates funds 
to the state rent subsidy program, 
which is used by renters who are 
short on funds to pay their monthly 
rent, so they don’t become homeless

HB 296 addresses the consti-
tutional concerns of the Supreme 
Court decision that overturned 
grandparents’ visitation rights

Government Effi  ciency Bills: 
HB 766 authorizes the use of 

email to serve notice in non-crimi-
nal and administrative proceedings

HB 1153 allows remote testi-
mony to the legislature by phone or 
video

Capital Improvement Projects:
HB 1461 requests funding for 

numerous CIP  projects at North 
Kohala schools as well as planning 
and design for a parking lot and 
traffi  c safety improvements at the 
Pololu Trail lookout

HOW TO TRACK LEGISLA-
TION AND GIVE TESTIMONY:

The House web system, www.
capitol.hawaii.gov, provides tools 
to help you track legislation and 
submit testimony online. Set up 
an account at www.capitol.hawaii.
gov/login/register.aspx with your 
email address and a password. You 
can then sign up to receive email 
updates about any bills or commit-
tees that you are interested in, and 
submit testimony online about any 
bill or measure that is under consid-
eration by the legislature.

 The Legislature’s Public Access 
Room helps the public engage with 
the legislative process, including 
using the legislature’s website and 
accessing bills and reports. They 
can be reached at (808) 587-0478.

MAHALO
Your House District Seven offi  ce 

is ready to assist you any time. Please 
contact us at 808-586-8510 (or toll 
free: 974-4000, extension 68510) and 
at reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov.

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas 
speaks for North Kohala as a 

member of the Hawaiʻi State House 
of Representatives.

What: Holistic Health and Hawaii’s Renewable Energy Future 
Who: Richard Esterle, Ph.D 
When:  Monday, March 18, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Where:  North Kohala Public Library, 808-889-6655

Collective effi  cacy (group power to produce an eff ect), time urgency 
(for action), and health literacy (understanding health issues) have been 
a focus of research since the 1970s. Researchers have demonstrated that 

these factors infl uence health and decision-making. However, 
researchers have yet to establish how these factors may be connected 

to the achievement of policy aims that impact holistic or environmental 
health. Richard Esterle has been a resident of North Hawai‛i for nearly 
30 years. In the Fall of 2018, he successfully completed his dissertation, 
“Holistic Health and Hawaii’s Renewable Energy Future,” based on his 

survey research study in North Kohala. 
Esterle’s study utilized several health models and theories, including 

health education and promotion theory. The purpose of the quantitative 
study was to determine if the factors above and/or certain demographic 
factors were associated with the perception of the likelihood of reaching 
100% renewable energy in North Hawaii County (Hawaii Island) by the 

year 2045 (a statewide legislative mandate), referred to as REHI45. 
Results from Dr. Esterle’s survey research revealed that collective effi  cacy, 
perceived time urgency and perceived health literacy were signifi cantly 

associated with the perceived likelihood of reaching 100% renewable 
energy on Hawaii Island by the year 2045. The fi ndings, from a sample of 

136 residents, may inform the design of intervention programs 
and/or preventative measures to promote overall long-term health 

and positive social change . 
Dr. Esterle’s specialization is in health psychology, which is an

 interdisciplinary fi eld concerned with the application of psychological 
knowledge and techniques to health, illness and health care. 
Results of his dissertation research study will be discussed. 

Please join in the conversation.

Holistic Health Connected to 
Renewable Energy
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County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Tim Richards

Photo courtesy of Tim Richards 
Councilmember Tim Richards 

represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai’i County Council District 9.

GRAVEL AND ROCK
● Base Course ● Structural Fill ● Drain Rock ● Boulders

Delivery Available!
Trucking Services Available

by METZLER CONTRACTING CO.LLC PUC 5274-C

329-7058    katy@metzlercontracting.com

KOHALA GRAVEL PRODUCTS
Offering 3/4” Base Course 

Now Available

Three Convenient Locations
Honoka'a              775.7204
Kapa'au                889.6236
NEW! Waimea      731.8641 
                                    (x 402)

Caring for Your ‘Ohana, 
Caring for You.

New Patients Welcome!

Hamakua-Kohala Health provides com-
prehensive primary and 

preventative healthcare to persons 
of  all ages, regardless of  their ability to 

pay or health insurance status.

Aloha! Once again, it is time for 
the monthly update from our offi  ce.

GENERAL EXCISE TAX (GET)
Last week this administration 

brought before us a proposal to 
increase the GET. As you recall, 
last year in the face of the unbal-
anced budget due to the problems 
with the lava inundation, Council 
approved a one-quarter percent 
GET surcharge increase. GET rev-
enue is based upon our GDP (gross 
domestic product) for our county. 
Using the number from our Finance 

Department of $10 billion per year, 
the already approved GET 0.25 per-
cent will generate $25 million per 
year. The proposal is to double that 
and remove the sunset clause cur-
rently in place for 2020. 

Though I agree that the County 
needs to diversify our revenue 
sources, increasing a tax just 
because we can does not sit well 
with me. 

We have been given no projec-
tion of expenditures. In my short 
time in offi  ce, our budget has gone 
from $461 million to $518 million 
per year; approximately 13 percent 
increase in two years. Once again, I 
will be pressing for an ad hoc com-
mittee or omnibus type of legisla-
tion where we look at revenues in 
context with expenses.

AGRICULTURE, WATER, 
ENERGY, AND ENVIRONMEN-
TAL MANAGEMENT (AWEEM) 
COMMITTEE 2018-2020

My committee assignments 
for this Council term is Chair of 
AWEEM and Vice Chair of the 
Committee on Finance. When Gov-
ernor Ige took offi  ce in 2014, he set 
a goal of doubling food production 
in our state by 2020. Was that overly 
optimistic? Yes, but it set an excel-
lent direction of expectation. Cur-
rently we import about 90 percent 
of our food. We can do better. It is 
my belief that when we talk about 
agriculture/food production or 

renewable energy, we are talking 
about county or state resiliency. 

I also believe that part of our 
government obligation to the 
people is to help projects get started 
and then have an exit strategy, 
so the project stands on its own. 
Agriculture and energy produc-
tion are potential examples of this. 
From time to time I plan on shar-
ing some initiatives that show a 
bright promise and future for our 
county through these industries.
One such example of this is the 
relatively new Hawai‘i ‘Ulu (bread-
fruit) Producers Cooperative. 

Founded in South Kona with 
seven members initially, today it 
boasts over 70 members with its 
last year’s production of processing 
over 150,000 pounds of ‘ulu! Build-
ing agriculture and building econ-
omy while developing a culturally 
important food source is exactly 
what we are hoping for in agricul-
ture. Cooperatives like these hold 
every promise for success. For more 
information on the Hawai‘i ‘Ulu 
Producers Cooperative go to www.
eatbreadfruit.com.

SEWER FEES
 Recently the Department of 

Environmental Management came 
before the Council with a request 
to substantially increase the sewer 
fees. It has been 17 years since they 
have had any increase. Putting 
that in context for the same buying 

power, $1.00 in the year 2000 equates 
to approximately $1.45 today. 
Approximately 18 percent of our 
Big Island population is on sewers. 
Our sewer systems are antiquated 
and in dire need of updating. Waste 
management is the responsibility of 
the entire county population. Sewer 
facilities are for the protection of 
our environment especially in our 
coastal waters. It is a benefi t to all 
the people of our county, not just 
those on sewer systems. We have a 
mandate that by 2050 all cesspools 
will be closed. More of our com-
munity will be on sewer systems 
by then as it is the best solution for 
generations to come. 

This is where the dilemma 
arises. As our Council Chairman 
has repeatedly stated, it is about 
fairness. Environmental manage-
ment needs more funding; that is 
agreed. The question is how? 

The simple answer is increased 
sewer fees. But if the need and ben-
efi t is for the county, should not 
the county as a whole support our 
sewers and a portion of the funding 
come from the County’s General 
Fund/other tax revenues? This is 
the basis of the conversation that 
Council Chair Chung, Council-
woman Leeloy, and I were explor-
ing. Stay tuned.

As always, it continues to be 
a great privilege to serve as your 
Councilman. 

What: Prince Jonah Kūhiʻō, Whom We Celebrate 
  on the 26th of March
Who: Boyd D. Bond
When:  Monday, March 11, at 6:30 p.m. 
Where:  North Kohala Public Library, 
  54-3645 Akoni Pule Highway, 808-889-6655

Join us at the North Kohala Public Library on March 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
for the second installment of a three-part series on Hawaiian history. 

Boyd Bond will talk about Prince Jonah Kūhiʻō. 
Jonah Kūhiʻō Kalanianaʻole, a nephew of Queen Kapiʻolani from Kauai, 
was one of the three designated heirs of both King David Kalākaua and 

Queen Liliʻuokalani who never had the chance to rule 
following the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom. 

After a self-imposed exile, the Prince returned to be elected to 
the U.S. Congress as Hawaiʻi’s Territorial Representative 

and was beloved by his people throughout his life. 
Join us to hear the tale of this amazing modern Aliʻi.

Hawaiian History Series: 
Prince Jonah Kūhiʻō

What:   Author Readings
Who:    Hawaii Writers Guild
When:  Monday, March 25, 
              at 6:00 p.m. 
Where: North Kohala Public
      Library, 808-889-6655

The Hawaii Writers Guild 
is proud to present talented 

local writers reading their works 
and answering questions from 

the audience at the North Kohala 
Public Library on March 25. 

The doors will open at 6 p.m. 
Attendees are urged 

to arrive early.

Local Authors to 
Read Works and 

Answer Questions
The Kohala Lions Club 

has decided that this year they 
will combine their annual giving 

to off er only one round of 
donations to community groups. 

In the past, they have received 
applications for fi nancial 

assistance in January and July; 
however, this year applications 

will be available in the late spring 
with a deadline of July 31, 2019. 

 If you have any questions 
or would like more information, 

please contact
 Chris Brown at 884-5122. 

Mahalo.

Lions Club 
Combines Giving 

in 2019  
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     Did you know? 
The Kohala

           Mountain  News 
is online at

kohalamountainnews.com
Now SEARCHABLE 

back to 2011

LeeanaCall                   For All Your Real Estate Needs

RESIDENTIAL
MARKET UPDATE

2018 NORTH KOHALA

Leeana
Runningbear
REALTOR® SALESPERSON 
HI RS-81594

Average Sales
Price

Average Days
On the Market

Properties
Sold

$731,738 86 45
+17.97%

(Free, no obligation)

Call me Today!
Your Kohala Real Estate Agent

Find out what your home is worth!

Cell: 808-785-5581 Email: Leeana@HapunaRealty.com

J. Lorenzo Construction
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time

• Residential, commercial,
  industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432
lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

• 35 years of experience 
  with projects done all
  over Kohala

By Beth Thoma Robinson R(B)
2018 was another year of high 

activity and price increases in the 
Kohala real estate market. There 
were 45 homes sold in 2018 in 
Kohala (these statistics include 
Puakea Bay Ranch but excluding 
the North Kohala gated communi-
ties near Kawaihae). The number 
was down slightly from the 50 
homes sold in 2017. 

The median price rose from 
$385,000 in 2017 to $490,000 in 2018, 
mainly refl ecting a change in the 
mix of home types sold, with more 
buyers at the higher end. Pricing 
was stable to slightly up, especially 
at the lower end. There continued 
to be opportunities for fi rst-time 
homebuyers, but fewer listings in 
the under $300,000 range.

Most Home Sales Still in Under 
$600,000 Range

More than half the 2018 home 
sales in Kohala were under $600,000 
– 27 out of 45 sales. Only seven sales 
were under $300,000, compared 
with 11 in 2017.

As 2019 begins, there are eight 
listings in escrow, and 12 active list-
ings in the below $600,000. Aff ord-
able homes moved quickly in 2018, 
selling in a median of 21 days on 

Kohala Real Estate Market Steady in 2018
market. 

There are only three active list-
ings below $300,000. A typical 
Kohala home for sale in this price 
point would be a plantation-era 
house of less than 1,000 square 
feet, with price level refl ecting the 
degree of renovation that has been 
done. Prices on these homes have 
crept up over the past few years but 
bank-owned listings still sometimes 
sell for around $200,000.

Homes that sell in the $400,000-
$600,000 price range in neighbor-
hoods from Hawi to Halaula are 
usually newer, larger, and may 
have larger lots or even small acre-
age (but no or little ocean view). 
The new homes for sale in Hanaula 
Village (Hinahina Place) are in this 
range.

Upper End Sales in Kohala: 
Homes on Acreage

Last year, nine homes in Kohala 
sold for over $1 million, all larger 
homes on acreage. The highest sale 
was $3.2 million for an equestrian 
estate on forty acres at Puakea Bay 
Ranch. There are currently a dozen 
million-dollar listings, with the 
highest priced being a home on 105 
oceanfront acres listed for $5.8 mil-
lion.

By Elaine Vinta Murota
My friend, Charlie, just returned 

to Honolulu after a visit to Kohala. 
“Tell me about Kohala,” I asked. 
I have not been back home since 
1991, long after the closing of the 
sugar plantation. 

Our family once lived across the 
sugar mill in the village of Halaula. 
My father and brothers earned their 
livelihood working in the mill. 

Sights, Sounds and Smells of Old Kohala
Years have passed, and the mill 

is gone. Still, on a warm, humid 
night, I smell the distinctive odor of 
bagasse permeating the air from the 
mill boilers. 

I still hear the mournful wail of 
the mill whistle as a new workday 
begins. 

I gaze out from afar at the waves 
of sugar cane in a sea of endless 
green fi elds. In my mind’s eye, Iʻm 

Land Sales in 2018
2018 was a big year for vacant 

land in Kohala, with 26 sales from 
Puakea to Makapala compared 
with 19 in 2017. Most land sales are 
in the $500,000 – $600,000 range for 
around 20 acres, refl ecting the typi-
cal zoning of Ag-20a, meaning min-
imum 20-acre lot.

The lowest-priced vacant lot 
sold was $175,000 for a half-acre 
lot in the town of Kapa’au. The 
highest-priced sale was not a regu-
lar market sale but a preservation 
purchase at Hapu’u by the County 
of Hawai’i PONC fund to protect 
Hale o Kaʻili heiau, resulting in an 
oceanfront parcel purchase price of 
$2,500,000.

The next-highest-priced land 
sale was $1,500,000 for 88 acres up 
Hall Road, the largest sale of 2018 in 
terms of acreage.

Another notable sale was the 
17.55 acres on the oceanfront at 
Coast Guard Road that was sold 
by Parker Ranch for $905,000. Tech-
nically recorded as a land sale, it 
actually has the old buildings that 
require remediation for asbestos 
and lead-based paint.

Size does not always matter. 
Because most buyers will not do 

much agricultural work on the 
land, a parcel of 5 to 6 acres sells 
for almost as much as a 20-acre 
parcel. Three sales of that size were 
recorded at prices from $420,000 to 
$575,000.

Land buyers seem to be getting 
more comfortable with Kohala par-
cels that do not have County water 
available. The remaining two lots in 
the Hawi Nani subdivision with the 
private well makai of Hawi town 
are sold, as are four parcels of the 
newly subdivided 20-acre lots at the 
top of Pu’u Hue Road, which will 
be on catchment.

There are 40 active land listings, 
ranging from 10,000 square foot lots 
in Hanaula Village for $198,000, to 
the 498-acre oceanfront ranchland 
listing of 11 parcels for $18.5 mil-
lion. 

Four of the current listings are the 
remaining parcels of the Kula Iwi o 
Kamehameha oceanfront from Hale-
lua to Kapanaia, which has County 
Council approval for public pur-
chase. Two additional,  active listings 
on the leeward coast have also been 
ranked on the PONC list. This is 
good news for the continuing eff orts 
to protect the Kohala coastline from 
further development.

a child walking home from Halaula 
school. 

It is cane burning and harvest 
time. The sky is gray, and ther are 
tendrils of ash fl oating int he air. 

I wake on Christmas morn to 
the aroma af Mama’s sweet bread 
baking in the oven and the frest 
scent of evergreen in our parlor. I 
listen to the sound of morcela (Por-
tuguese blood sausage) sizzling in 

our cast-iron skillet while a pot of 
rice simmers on the back burner. 
How I yearn for the days when one 
of life’s simple pleasures is family 
gathering around the kitchen table 
where there is warmth and laugh-
ter. 

No, Charlie, don’t tell me about 
Kohala. Let me savor the sweet 
memories of the Kohala of old that 
are forever etched in my mind. 
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54-3858 AKONI PULE HWY 
KAPA’AU

(next door to Minnie's) 
PHONE: 808.726.2461

WWW.CHARLOTTECHARFEN.COM

Life & Death
WELLNESS

Text ChaCha at 444-999 or 
visit web site to join our 

mailing list for updates & events 
& to enter a raffl e worth $200 

towards a consultation 
with Dr. ChaCha for one of 

her services:

● Medical consultations
● Life & Death Wellness coaching
● Medical cannabis certifi cation 
   & education
● End-of-Life Doula services

We are now taking 
reservations for the 

End-of-Life Doula training 
& certifi cation 

created by Bobbi Bryant
visit www.inspiredendings.org 

and/or ldwcenter.com

By Toni Withington
The head of State Highways 

Division for the island got an 
earful of suggestions for improv-
ing the main roads at a meeting 
of about forty residents on Janu-
ary 31. What the audience heard 
in return was a list of promises to 
fi x some problems and to “look 
into” others. The meeting was 
sponsored by the Parks, Water, 
Roads (PWR) Group.

Don Smith, Chief Engineer for 
the Department of Transporta-
tion’s (DOT) Highways Division, 
and his deputy Harry Takiue, 
spoke clearly about what his 
crews could and could not do, 
faced with severe budget tight-
ening, created by the volcano 
eruption in Puna. Still, his list of 
solid commitments was long.

Safety in Hawi Town – After 
many people complained about 
pedestrian safety, Smith com-
mitted to repainting the cross-
walks and installing a “gateway” 
sign on the crosswalk between 
Bamboo and the Coff ee Mill. This 
is a free-standing fl exible sign, 
waist high in the centerline of the 
crosswalk, warning both drivers 
and pedestrians about the cross-
walk. He approved a system of 
pedestrian, hand-held fl ags in 
buckets on either side, providing 
someone in Kohala would take 
responsibility for maintaining 
them.

Smith said they will also make 
eff orts to block or enforce the No 
Parking area next to Car Tow on 
Akoni Pule Highway, to improve 
the visibility of drivers turning at 
the intersection of the highway 
and Hawi Hill Road. Finally, he 
said they will look into the street 
lighting in Hawi to see if more 
illumination is needed.

A’amakao Gulch – Plans for 
reinforcing a dangerous shoulder 
drop-off  in the highway wind-
ing through A’amakao Gulch in 
Makapala have been scrapped, 
Smith said, “Because we don’t 
have the eight million dollars 
projected to fully fi x the situa-
tion.” Previous engineers had 

Highways Division Promises Road Fixes
promised to start the fi x in 2017, 
when a landslide made the high-
way sag. At the meeting Smith 
committed to starting some 
repairs and installing a guardrail 
at the site.

“Not tomorrow, but we will 
get it done before the middle of 
March,” he added. Sarah Pule-
Fujii, a member of the PWR 
Group, has been pushing for the 
repairs for many years.

Yield signs on one-lane 
bridges – Another project long 
promoted by the PWR Group is 
for better signs and consistency 
of the Yield markers on the four 
gulch bridges between Halawa 
and Pololu. Three of them make 
Pololu-bound traffi  c yield, while 
one at Walaohia yields the other 
way. At the strong urging of the 
PWR Group and those present 
at the meeting, Smith agreed to 
change the signs and painting at 
Walaohia Gulch (Kapanaia Bay) 
so all bridges have the same yield 
pattern. He was also encouraged 
to install signs in Halawa warn-
ing of the one-lane bridges ahead.

Halawa Gulch tree removals
– Branches falling on Akoni Pule 
Highway at Halawa have caused 
closure and long delays during 
the past year. Randee Golden 
expressed concerns about the 
large trees overhanging the road 
by Tong Wo Temple. Smith said 
his offi  ce had last year contracted 
a tree company to take out sev-
eral large eucalyptus trees in the 
area. Work has not yet started.

“I will take steps to get them 
to do the work soon or face pen-
alties,” Smith reassured her.

Landslide fi ll next to Middle 
School – After several large land-
slides last year, some of the dirt 
and rocks were deposited in piles 
next to Kohala Middle School. 
Smith said his offi  ce was not 
aware that the fi ll was still there, 
but committed to removing it as 
soon as possible.

Another resident complained 
about the safety hazard of large 
amounts of fi ll that have been 
deposited along the highway 

in Kukuipahu near the 16-mile 
marker.  Smith said that fi ll is 
within the State’s easement for 
the highway. “We need some 
place to take all the landslide 
material in Kohala, because the 
State has so little land up here.”

Blind driveway across from 
high school road – Kim Takata, 
speaking for Shiro Takata, asked 
if signs or other measures could 
be installed to warn drivers 
about the dangerous conditions 
by the elementary school and 
Kohala High School intersection. 
The driveway is obscured by 
high embankments on either side 
of the family orchard’s driveway 
across from the school. Smith 
committed to installing signs 
warning of a driveway enter-
ing the highway. He encour-
aged Takata to keep the sidewalk 
spaces clear of vegetation. “We 
have regular maintenance, but 
you use the road every day and 
can take up the slack,” he said.

Smith declined to put up a 
convex mirror to see oncoming 
traffi  c. “Our studies show that 
mirrors don’t work. We don’t use 
them anymore,” he said.

Pololu Lookout traffi  c con-
gestion – One issue Smith said 
DOT is in no position to address 
now is the parking problems at 
Pololu Lookout. Photos of the 
traffi  c mess were shown to him, 
and several people asked for 
more No Parking signs along the 
highway leading to it. He said 
they are watching the pending 
consolidation and re-subdivision 
of land between the Department 
of Land and Natural Resources 
and Surety Kohala. “We cannot 
undertake eminent domain to 
get property for the pedestrian 
path between the proposed park-
ing lot and the lookout,” Smith 
admitted. “Som e other option to 
get people there will have to be 
part of the discussion.”

As to putting up more No 
Parking signs along the road, 
Smith said they will not work 
there. “With nowhere else to 
park, people will ignore the signs 

and continue to do what they 
do,” he said. Enforcement of 
those with cars parked within the 
highway pavement is a County 
police issue.

Re-paving and line painting 
on highways – Toma Raymond 
asked about the long-standing 
promises by DOT to repave the 
highway between Halawa and 
Pololu. Smith apologized for past 
division statements that re-pav-
ing was on the DOT CIP budget, 
but stated that the project is no 
longer on the list for funding. 

“The direction that I am 
taking is to concentrate re-paving 
eff orts on the island’s belt high-
ways, where the most traffi  c and 
eruption damage are located,” he 
said. “So far, we have repaved 
200 miles of highways during my 
tenure, and we have another 200 
miles to go. Then we can look at 
the others.”

The focus for working on 
Akoni Pule Highway and the 
Kohala Mountain Road will be on 
continued painting of stripes and 
replacement of refl ective mark-
ers. Sarah Pule-Fujii pointed out 
that the stripes on the highway in 
Niuli’i can no longer been seen. 

“This is what we need from 
the community, eyes on the con-
ditions and reporting to us,” 
Smith said.

Improved signs for driver 
safety – Another area where 
Smith urged community input 
is in installing signs to make 
the highways safer. “Harry and 
I have a long list of signs that 
we identifi ed could be added to 
Kohala, but you are unlikely to 
want them all. Too many signs 
detract from eyes on the road.”

 Smith praised the work of 
Kohala’s PWR Group for tell-
ing DOT where the problems 
are and making suggestions. He 
encouraged residents to tell their 
specifi c interests and problems 
to the PWR Group, which meets 
monthly as part of the Commu-
nity Development Plan program, 
or directly to the Highways Divi-
sion offi  ce in Hilo.
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One of the few, private, true 
oceanfront parcels available. 
Un-blockable ocean sunset, 
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views. Gently sloping pasture 
land with forested valley. 
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Story and photos by Lynda Wallach
On Monday, February 11, the 

Intergenerational Center was 
dressed in red – from the red table-
cloths and red decorations on the 
tables to the red shirts worn by 
the members of the North Kohala 
Senior Club as they celebrated both 
Valentine’s Day and Chinese New 
Year.  The party started with the 
Chicken Dance to get everyone up 
and invigorated. Then came the 
crowning of the Valentine Queen, 
Madeline Gonsalves, and the Val-
entine King, Bob Shoup.  Since it 
was Chinese New Year, there was 
also a Chinese Queen and Chinese 
King. Queen Evalani Kawai and 
King Gordon Duarte were both 
crowned with traditional Chinese 
hats. The royal couples then took to 
the fl oor in a romantic dance honor-
ing the spirit of holiday. After that it 
was time for the rest of the seniors 
to “get down” to some old favorites 
from the 50s.  

A Chinese New Year celebration 
would not be complete without the 
traditional Lion Dance and fi re-
crackers. Carla Carvalho, dressed 
as the Lion, led the group out to the 
basketball court for the fi recrackers, 
then accepted their donations so 
they would have good luck in the 
coming year.  Of course, this party, 
like all the Senior’s celebrations, 
ended with a delicious lunch. 

Once again, the North Kohala 
Seniors demonstrated their love of 
each other’s company and of the 
diversity of their Kohala commu-
nity. 

Seniors Celebrate Chinese New Year and Valentine’s Day

Carla Carvalho dresses in costume 
as the Lion for the traditional 

Chinese New Year Lion Dance. 

(Left to right): Bob Shoup, Carla Carvalho and Lana Lewis “get down” to 
old 50s favorites.

Chinese Queen and King: Evalani Kawai and Gordon 
Duarte.

Valentines Queen and King: Madeline Gonsalves and 
Bob Shoup.

Jan Yang dances the Chicken 
Dance.
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courtyard seating

Plus delicious coffee 
and fresh baked goods

Catering available
Have your small party 

in the courtyard
Mon - Fri  6am to 6pm 
sat & sun 6am to 3pm

On the highway in downtown Kapa’au

889-5546
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Café
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Pure Plant Medicine
CBD.CENTER

0% THC - Full Spectrum

Hawaiian - Organic - Vegan

Capsules - Edibles - Lotions

Salves - Tinctures - Vapes

HAWI TOWN
808 889 1282Next to Aloha Gas Station

The

Open: Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30
Sat   9 - 3

Family Salon

889~5077

Hair Spectrum

By Cathy Morgan and Anna Flint
The Kohala Artists’ Coopera-

tive has been very busy for the past 
eight months building out our gal-
lery, event calendar, classes and 
evening gatherings. 

Our centrally located historic 
building, Bozo’s Garage, has proven 
to be a much-appreciated gather-
ing place for local groups, visitors 
and performers. Within this versa-
tile and creative space, we house a 
thriving local arts gallery; an artists’ 
studio space; a fi lm screening area; 
a stage with a baby grand piano, 
donated by the Kahilu theatre; an 
acro-silks space; and a growing 
library of art books and supplies! 
Our community center is open to 
the public and available to be rented 
for weekly meetings, monthly 
workshops or special events. Each 
second Saturday, we hold a com-
munity swap meet, off ering space 
to anyone who would like to set 
up their own table and sell, swap 
or trade goods. The last Saturday 
of the month we host an Art Party. 
This event is an open house where 
we showcase our two galleries: one 
for artist members and the other 
for visiting artists. We also share 
a little theater performance, food 
and beverage vendors and always 
a gathering of local musicians. This 
evening is family-friendly and gath-
ering often happens around an art 
table, with people creating into the 
night. We want to share our creative 
safe space with all! Let us know if 
you’d like to perform or showcase 
your talents. Please mark it on 
your calendar: last Saturday, 5:00 

How is The Co-Op Doing?

to 8:00 p.m. Come join in the fun! 
Currently our gallery hosts 26 
local artists. We are here to pro-
mote local artists, encourage each 
other to try new mediums, off er 
classes and learn about each oth-
er’s work. Because members run 
the gallery on rotation, we need to 
know about each other’s processes 
to be able to promote each other’s 
work. Very importantly, our mem-
ber-artists help fund our organiza-

Photo by Anna Flint
Jeralyn Glass, an internationally known singer and sound-healing 

practitioner, shared an evening of Crystal Sound Bowl Meditation at the 
Artists’ Co-op during her visit to the Big Island.

tion with monthly dues and a 20 
percent sales return to the “mother 
ship.” Please remember us when 
you shop for someone special! 
Gallery hours are 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m., Monday through Saturday. 
Our Community Center has been 
bustling with events ranging from 
Crystal Sound Bowl Meditations, 
Native American Sound Journeys, 
Documentary with Climate Talk, 
DJ Nights, Poetry Group, Short 

Film Festival and New Moon Yoga/
Healing Sound, to name a few! 
Please join us and experience some-
thing new or off er an experience 
unique to you for others to share in. 
That’s what the Arts are all about!

We are also dedicated to reach-
ing out to our youth, ages fi ve to 
twenty years, off ering afternoon 
arts on Wednesdays from 2:00 to 
4:00. This is a guided open studio, 
hosted by Anna Flint, where kids 
have access to materials, space and 
budding friendships. Recently, we 
have become the unoffi  cial club 
house of “ Ocean Warriors,” which 
is led by two members, Elizabeth 
Pickett and Tom Loomis. They 
teach coastal stewardship, ecologi-
cal awareness and S.T.E.M. (sci-
ence, technology, engineering and 
math)-oriented, hands-on projects 
to middle school students. This 
spring, students will design and 
build their own personal Hawaiian 
wooden bodyboards. We are very 
excited to welcome them to our fab-
ulous space. 

We are a community-run 
organization and warmly invite 
those who are interested in begin-
ning more involved in your local 
Cooperative community center, 
such as in planning and host-
ing events, social media, outreach 
and fundraising, art ideas and 
projects to be part of our ʻohana!
Our mission statement is, “To con-
nect people to each other through 
fun and interesting creative activi-
ties for all ages.” 

Thank you, come check us out 
and join in the fun!

The January 28 meeting of the 
North Kohala Community Devel-
opment Plan Action Committee 
(CDP AC) opened with a report 
from Toni Withington regarding 
proposed improvements for the 
Pololu lookout area. A meeting was 
held on November 14 that was well 
attended by members of the com-
munity, including local landowners 
as well as David Tarnas, our State 
Representative and representatives 
from the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources (DLNR) and 
Surety Kohala. After DLNR stated 
that there was no space for a rest-
room on their current lands, Bill 

Pololu, Kaiholena, Halaula Well and Liliuokalani Trust Discussed
Shontell of Surety Kohala agreed 
to put aside fi ve acres. Though it 
has been determined that fi ve acres 
is more than is needed for parking 
and a restroom at the present time, 
having the land available means 
that the parking lot can be expanded 
in the future if the need arises. The 
State Department of Transportation 
(DOT) did not attend the meeting, 
but a meeting with them was sched-
uled on January 31. Details of that 
meeting are described in another 
article in this issue.

Withington also reported that 
the $500,000 requested by Na Ala 
Hele, the State of Hawaii Trails and 

Access Program, has been accepted 
as part of the state budget and is 
going before the state legislature. 
The money will be used to begin the 
planning and the consolidation and 
resubdivision process for making 
the parking lot and for upgrading 
the trail. She also said that Na Ala 
Hele, which is responsible for issu-
ing permits for commercial tours of 
the trail, has been informed of the 
large number of shuttle buses seen 
at the lookout. Permits are issued 
for only two parties of twelve a 
day but there are pictures showing 
as many as eight shuttle buses at a 
time parked along the narrow verge 

of the highway. 
Speaking for the Public Access 

Group, she said that funding for 
the maintenance of Kaiholena/
Pao’o has come through. Students 
at Kohala High School have been 
working on maintenance for the 
last six months. She reported also 
that the owner of Kohala Shoreline 
LLC, which is the property across 
from the entrance to Kohala Ranch, 
has reduced his proposal from 
eleven parcels, some of which had 
been makai of the Alaloa Trail, to 
six parcels of fi ve acres each, none 
of which will be below the Alaloa 
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Weekly Events in FEBRUARY 2019

Email weekly calendar listings to:  kohalacalendar@gmail.com

DAY START END EVENT VENUE CONTACT

MON 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

9AM Kohala Senior Club meeting
(meeting at back of Hisaoka Gym 
until venue pipes are fixed)

old courthouse 895-2094

9AM 1PM EARLY LEARNING WITH CATHY MORGAN HUB CLUB 889-0404

3PM 3:45PM Capoeira - 3-6 YEARS HUB Barn 889-0404

4PM 5PM Capoeira - Youth HUB Barn 889-0404

5PM 6PM Insanity Classes with Ross Pagat Solid Rock North 
Church

989-0966

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes hisaoka gym 895-2025

7PM Al-Anon meeting with Laura Kohala Mission School

TUES 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

9AM 10:30AM CHAIR YOGA Intergenerational 
Center

889-0583

9AM 11AM Tai Chi - all HUB Hale 889-0404

9:30AM 12PM Gardening Toddler w/Kayla Sinotte HUB CLUB 889-0404

2:45PM 3:45PM Keiki Ballet 3-7YEARS HUB BARN 889-0404

3PM SCRABBLE FOR TEENS & ADULTS NORTH KOHALA LIBRARY 889-6655

5PM 6PM MEDITATION COURSE Intergenerational 
center

917-293-
3427

5pm 6pm Insanity Classes with Ashlee Cheek Solid Rock North Church 989-0966

5:30PM 8:30PM Ceramics - guided open studio HUB Clay Cottage 889-0404

6pm 7pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

6:30PM 7:30PM Belly Dancing - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

wed 7am walk with a doc Kamehameha Park 889-1570

9AM 1PM EARLY LEARNING WITH CATHY MORGAN HUB CLUB 889-0404

10:30am 3:30pm Harmony Education Options Day hub hale poni 889-0404

1:30PM AFTERSCHOOL LEGO BUILDING NORTH KOHALA LIBRARY 889-6655

1:30pm 2:30pm hip hop 7yr - teen hub barn 889-0404

2pm 4pm open guided art studio Artists' co-op 783-1158

5:30PM 8:30PM Ceramics -guided open studio HUB Clay Cottage 889-0404

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes walker hall 895-2025

6pm 7pm Groove Fusion   hub barn 895-2025

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM

7PM Alcoholics Anonymous Wylie Hall,  ‘Iole Road 889-6703

7pm 8:15PM Thai chi - Teen - adult HUB BARN 889-0404

7:15PM 8:15PM SALSA - TEEN-ADULT HUB Hale 889-0404

THU 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

9:30am 12pm Gardening Toddlers 1.5-3yrs hub club 889-0404

10AM QIGONG KING KAMEHAMEHA PARK 530-277-8756

4PM 5:30PM Jan’s Yoga - Intermediate HUB Hale 889-0404

5pm 6pm MEDITATION COURSE intergenerational 
center

917-293-
3427

5PM 6pm Insanity Classes with Ross Pagat Solid Rock North Church 989-0966

5:30PM 8:30PM Ceramics -guided open studio HUB Clay Cottage 889-0404

6pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

7PM 8PM Narcotics Anonymous Wylie Hall 498 4714

FRI 9AM 11AM Tai Chi - all HUB Hale 889-0404

9AM 1PM EARLY LEARNING WITH CATHY MORGAN HUB CLUB 889-0404

10AM Preschool Story time ages 2-5 North Kohala Library 889-6655

SAT 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

12pm 3pm Ceramics -guided open studio clay cottage 889-0404

Sun 9AM 10:30AM Jan’s Yoga - Beginner  - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

10AM 11AM Seibukan Karate Academy HAWI FARMERS MARKET

10am West African Drumming class Lavaroots Pavillion 987-4243

10:30AM 12PM Jan’s Yoga - Intermediate HUB Hale 889-0404

11am 12:30pm West African Dance class Lavaroots Pavillion 987-4243

4:30PM 5:30PM Tango - Beginner - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

5:30PM 6:30PM Tango - Intermediate  - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

6:30PM 7:30PM TANGO - ADVANCED HUB HALE 889-0404

NKCDP, continued from Page 11 

Open Sunday to Thursday
11am  to 9pm
Friday to Saturday
11am to 10pm
Select Island Beers and Cocktails

HUB PUB

Trail. There will be public access, 
parking and a trail. 

The issue was brought up that, 
as more and more areas are opened 
up to public access, people from 
within and outside the commu-
nity who have a legal right to use 
the area have abused that right by 
camping, defecating, playing music 
and using drugs. A recent event 
brought in many people from out-
side the area, some of whom ended 
up camping on private land and, 
because there were no public lava-
tories, created a sanitary problem. 
Eventually, the police had to be 
called in. Withington said that, in 
the future, the Public Access Group 
will be communicating closely with 
the Planning Department.

Withington, also reporting from 
the Parks, Water and Roads Group, 
said that work on the construction 
of the Halaula well is proceeding. 
The Department of Water Supply 
will be scheduling a meeting with 
the community, since work on the 
well will be quite disruptive for the 
people in Halaula and beyond as 
they will tearing up a large section 
of the water main in Halaula. The 
public will be informed as soon as 
the meeting is scheduled.

Jeff  Coakley said that the group 
will be organizing the clearing of 
the next section of Pratt Road so 
that it can eventually be used as an 
emergency bypass. The landowners 
are open to the idea of opening their 
gates in an emergency, but are con-
cerned especially about thefts and 

drug-related activities that occur 
along the road. Coakley said that he 
hoped solutions can be arrived at 
through dialogue.

The meeting concluded with a 
presentation by Richard “Likeke” 
Teanio of the Queen Liliuokalani 
Trust on the potential new expan-
sion of Trust services in North 
Kohala. The Trust is a private oper-
ating foundation that was founded 
in 1909 for the benefi t of orphaned 
and destitute children, with an 
emphasis on Native Hawaiian chil-
dren. The Trust serves about 10,000 
children annually. In 2015, the defi -
nition of destitute was expanded 
to include children living in situa-
tions that had not been recognized 
as falling under the previous defi -
nition. Teanio told of the numer-
ous programs the trust has to help 
children and families. He explained 
the Pilimai program, which brings 
programs into schools, specifi cally 
targeting sixth, seventh and eighth 
graders. He said he is hoping to 
bring the program to Kohala Middle 
School in the coming year. The Trust 
also does a youth leadership pro-
gram, where the participants are 
asked to identify problems in their 
communities and what they would 
do to solve them. Teanio has met 
with the principals of the elemen-
tary, middle and high schools in 
Kohala to fi nd out what services are 
most needed.

The next meeting of the NKCDP 
AC will be on Monday, March 18, at 5:00 
p.m.at the Hisaoka Gym. Members of the 
community are encouraged to attend.
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Kohala Sports

FLAG
FOOTBALL

REGISTRATION

BOYS AND GIRLS
AGES 5 THROUGH 15

FREE REGISTRATION 
INCLUDES UNIFORM
COURTESY OF KOHALA 
PACIFIC REALTY

REGISTER ONLINE AT KCAA.ONLINE
THROUGH MARCH 27

PRACTICE STARTS FIRST WEEK OF APRIL
GAMES START END OF APRIL AT KAMEHAMEHA PARK

SPONSORED BY THE
KOHALA COMMUNITY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (KCAA)

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT TOM AT 345-0706

Kohala 
Dental Center

Call us today 
to request an appointment

Your smile is our top priority

Accepting new patients
Emergency appointments

- State-of-the-art dentistry
- Exams & digital x-rays
- Dental hygienist on staff
- Tooth whitening
- Ceramic fi llings & crowns
- Oral surgery & extractions
- Full/partial dentures

www.kohaladental.com

889-6277

Story by Jeff  Coakley
While spearfi shing in the shal-

low waters off  Anaeho`omalu Bay 
with his high school friends, some-
thing kept telling him to head out 
to deeper waters.  Soon, he found 
himself about a half mile from 
shore.  Earlier he had seen a white 
tip shark and, being out there alone, 
he began to wonder if this was a 
good idea. But then he saw it.  It 
was a big ulua cruising along the 
bottom at 60 feet!

 The ulua knew he was up there, 
but swam slowly along the bottom 
with Malcolm Davis tracking him 
from above, waiting for a chance 

Kohala’s World Class Triathlete
to get a shot at the fi sh.  This went 
on for about 30 minutes and then 
Malcolm lost sight of the ulua. But 
he kept on, hoping to see it again.  
Finally, after 10 minutes he saw the 
ulua as it entered a cave.

Malcolm, from his diving expe-
rience with Daniel Coakley, knew 
that in an ulua house or cave, there 
is always a main entrance and a 
rear exit that is used to escape any 
predators.  This cave was no excep-
tion. He dove down to the bottom, 
spotted the rear exit and hid behind 
some boulders at the side of the 
cave’s entrance, waiting for the 
ulua to reappear.  

His patience won out as the 
ulua soon appeared, hovering at 
the entrance opening with only its 
massive head showing, but enough 
of it for a clean shot from Malcolm’s 
spear gun.

His spear hit the ulua with such 
force that it momentarily stunned 
the fi sh. Malcolm rushed in to grab 
it only to have the ulua recover and 
take off  with the spear back into 
the cave.  The fi sh swam through 
the back exit and then to the front 
entrance, completing this circuit 
three times, hoping the jagged lava 
would break the spear loose or the 
line attached to his spear.

After resurfacing to breathe, 
Malcolm dove down again, grabbed 
the fi sh and began the struggle to 
untangle his line from the cave.  
After an hour and 45 minutes he 
had his 40+ pound ulua well in 
hand and began the half mile swim 
back to shore, holding on to the 
giant fi sh with one arm.  He arrived 
on shore to a crowd of onlookers 
cheering him on as he limped on 
shore and fl opped onto the sand.

One of the things that I would 
teach my USA swim team besides 
how to race was spearfi shing, girls 
included.  In fact, some of the girls, 
like Marvelanne Clark, developed 
the “squid eye,” meaning they 
were able to detect these camou-
fl aged creatures and spear them.  
From the outset, Malcolm took to 
spearfi shing and loved it. He would 
go spearfi shing with Olympian 
Daniel Coakley, both becoming fast 
friends.

I remember one spear fi shing trip 
where the three of us were heading 

down the highway, all scrunched 
up in the front of my small Ford 
truck.  I was driving, Daniel next to 
the passenger side door with Mal-
colm in the middle shifting gears as 
I steered and operated the gas pedal 
and clutch.

This is the type of perseverance 
and conditioning that has helped 
Malcolm Davis to be ranked eighth 
in the World 18-and-Under Divi-
sion as a Triathlete.

 You can usually fi nd him at the 
Kohala pool swimming lap after 
endless mind-numbing lap and 
then hopping on his bike pedal-
ing for miles around Kohala.  Or 
you may see him running along 
the Mahukona road in the hot sun 
training for an upcoming race.  He 
trains alone, as there are no other 
triathletes in Kohala to train with. 
At times, members of the Kohala 
High School girls team will swim 
laps with him to keep him com-
pany.  But mostly he’s a lone war-
rior focused on being the best that 
he can become.

So far in his short career as a tri-
athlete he was able to beat Olym-

pian Daniel Coakley, but that was in 
lawn golf.  But hey, a win is a win! 
They, along with Stephen Guppy, 
enjoy spearfi shing and spend hours 
doing it. Spearfi shing was a great 
cross training for Daniel and I am 
sure it works for Malcolm.

I remember when Malcolm 
was around 12 years of age and a 
member of our Kohala USA swim 
team.  We had gone to the USA 
Age Group championships that 
was being held on Oahu and Mal-
colm had qualifi ed for a bunch of 
events.  After a session at the pool, 
Malcolm expressed to me that if 
he knew how fast his competitors 
were, he would not have come.  
He was a good solid swimmer but 
not a top-dog performer to make it 
to the top eight.  I felt kind of bad 
for him, as a coach you want your 
athletes to be successful.  But then 
he also expressed that he wanted to 
become a triathlete and I felt maybe 
that was his niche.

The rest is history, as Malcolm 
is now a freshman at Cal Poly and 
ranked #2 on the Cal Poly Triathlete 
team as well as a world class athlete.

Photo by Steven Guppy
Malcolm Davis with his prize, 

an over-40-pound ulua he 
speared in the deeper waters off 

Anaeho`omalu Bay. Davis learned 
spearfi shing from his swim coach, 

Jeffrey Coakley. 

Photo courtesy of Malcolm Davis
Malcolm Davis competed at the 2017 International Triathlon Union World 
Triathlon Grand Final held in Rotterdam, Netherlands on September 17, 

2017. He fi nished 8th place in the Male 18-19 age group.



Page 14 The Kohala Mountain News February 22, 2019

Kohala Sports

Mahalo for 21 Years!

HAPPY HOUR
Tues, Wed, Thur
4:00 - 6:00889-5555

“Go Cowboys!!!,” screams a 
cheering fan from the sidelines of 
the Kohala vs. Ka`u matchup held 
on Tuesday, January 22, on the 
Cowboys home turf. The Cowboys 
took the Trojans from farm to stable 
with a rousing and energetic 7-1 
win over Ka`u. 

“The Trojans fought hard and 
played tough,” said Riley Pres-
ton, a burgeoning freshman who 
brings years of soccer experience 
to his high school team. Accord-
ing to Head Coach Daniel Perez, 
“The team developed in many 
ways this season, like a family. The 
entire team understands unity and 
teamwork. We all came together 
for this game specifi cally to sup-
port our senior players’ last game.” 
This team-eff ort attitude resulted in 
senior student Keola Dewitt scor-
ing two goals, Alika Viernes scoring 
three goals, while Christian Cedil-
los scored one goal and was all over 
the fi eld with assists, passes and 
solid defense. Assistant Coach Fasil 
Bizuneh, who also teaches math and 
physics at Kohala High School, feels 
that the team’s strength is rooted in 
their “positive attitude.” 

This is a very special team, as 
it also has three siblings playing 
together. According to the spirited 
and supportive mother of these 
players, Erika Cedillos, being a 
team “soccer mom” results in “...

Kohala Cowboys Soccer Triumphs over Trojans

lots of yelling and lots of driving.” 
However, to see the joy in their 
faces makes all this family’s sacri-
fi ce well worth it to support their 
children’s passions. Meanwhile, 
their dad thinks that the best thing 
for his players is “...encouragement 
and not to push them too hard.” 
Freshman Jaime Cedillos says he 
really enjoys playing with his sib-
lings. He says, “While we work 
to get along, we always keep each 
other in check.” 

The fans seemed to really enjoy 
the play as well. According to Hawi 
residents Dena and Wanda Moi-
toza, “I love it. It is so exciting to see 
young people with energy having 
fun.” Dena says, “I fi gured I should 
watch sports here in my own town 
instead of on the TV.” Dena and 
Wanda came to support the players 

Photo by: Marcus Douglas
(Left to right): Chris, Jaime and Iris Cedillos work as a team on and off the 
fi eld. They say that as siblings their parents have taught them the value of 

love, family and working with each other to challenge themselves. 

Photo by Marcus Douglas 
KHS 2019 Cowboys Soccer Team

Back row (left to right): David Jimenez, Justus Ventura, Kawika Paio, Manase Pagud, Shilo Perez, Ryle Preston  
Middle row (left to right): Joel Gonzales-Oliveros, Kamani-Loa Provencal, Damien Padilla, Jaime Cedillos, Iris 

Cedillos
Front row (left to right): Assistant Coach Fasil Bizuneh, Julian Parks, Christian Cedillos, Head Coach Daniel 

Perez, Alika Viernes 
On ground: Keola Dewitt

that go to their church. 
The more I talk with folks in 

Kohala the more I realize that 
Kohala kakou possess a deep-
seeded need to support their chil-
dren in everything they do. Sports 
are just one great venue for sup-
porting kids in Kohala. 

As for the soccer game, I remem-
ber what my favorite coach told us 
at every practice during my impres-
sionable years, “Off ense entertains, 
and defense wins the game. If they 
do not score, they do not win.”  No 
one knows this feeling more than 
goalkeeper Ka`mani Provencal. 
“The goalkeeper is like the general 
of the defense,” he says. Ka`mani 
only allowed one point to the Tro-
jans all game, as they sent a barrage 
of balls battering his every inch of 
the net. Go Cowboys!

Photo by: Marcus Douglas
Seniors (left to right) Keola Dewitt, Alika Viernes and Chris Cedillos enjoy 
some time together after their last home game against Ka`u, which they 

won 7-1. 
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The Hawaii Health Systems Corporation
West Hawaii Regional Board of Directors

will be having its next meeting open to the public:
Wednesday, March 13, 2019

3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Kona Community Hospital’s Conference Room 2
The West Hawaii Regional Board of Directors represents

Kona Community Hospital and Kohala Hospital.
Any questions, please contact 322-6970

www.kch.hhsc.org

Public NoticeTHE 
COQUI CORNER

Some of the January eradication sites include: 
Kaauhuhu Homestead, Union Mill, Union Market area, 

Kohala Nursery, Pratt Road, the Kamehameha Park golf course, 
Iole, Ainakea and the Transfer Station.

Mahalo to those of you who have taken the time to learn how 
to eradicate coqui on your property. This helps to maintain 

control of the number of infestations in our community.

Mahalo to the state and county for supporting our efforts.

For information and support call the

COQUI HOTLINE AT 889-1777

Tax deductible donations are
gratefully accepted through

NKCRC, P O Box 519, Hawi HI, 96719   

Kohala Sports

Kohala High School cheerlead-
ers are taking the games to the 
next level with their smooth style 
and positive energy. Mya Bartch, 
Reyanna Savedra, Lilly Lindsey, 
Jessa Campolo, Jovi Campolo, 
Joselyn Medeiros, Mya Finau, Des-
tiny Souza and Deyanna Corne-
lio are Kohala’s fi nest full-fl edged 
fans. Senior Mya Bartsch has been 
a cheerleader for four years and 
enjoys encouraging and support-
ing others. When asked about how 
cheer has aff ected her life, Mya 
replies, “Care for others and one’s 
self. Challenge yourself; you might 
like it.” Mya loves to bring cheer 
to her community.  Mya’s mother, 
Cherry Bartsch, is the Cheer Coach. 

Coach Cherry and Mya’s father, 
Jonathan Bartsch, support the team 
every way possible.  According to 
Joselynn Medeiros, “The girls seem 
to enjoy the company of the two 
coaches and all work well together.” 
According to Cherry Bartsch, “As I 
was a former cheerleader, I can say 
that yes, it was a wonderful time 
cheering with the girls. I enjoyed 
my time while it lasted.” Coach 
Cherry has been involved in cheer 
at Kohala High since she attended 
the school as a student, and in 2012 
breathed life back into the cheer 
program as a way for her “to give 
back to her community for what her 

Kohala Cowboys Cheer Tradition Lives Strong

coaches gave her.” Coach warmly 
remembers her cheer coach, Mrs. 
LiAnne Boshard.  

Coach Cherry also feels it is nec-
essary “to create a positive support 
system for Kohala kids.” Senior 
Lilly Lindsey has been attending 
Kohala High School for three years 
and she “enjoys cheering with her 
cheer girls very much.” Lilly says 
that being involved in cheer “is a 
great experience. It is a great way to 
meet new people and build confi -
dence.”  Reyanna, Joselyn, Lindsey 
and Mya are all Kohala High School 
graduating seniors that all have a 
similar message for Kohala’s future 
cheerleaders. “Just do it. Challenge 
yourself. Represent your school and 
community.” They will be graduat-
ing this May and will always hold a 
dear place in Kohala’s hearts. 

Cheerleading unites the girls 
in unique way and has had many 
unforeseen benefi ts for the girls. 
One athlete says, “Cheering has 
helped me overcome my fears.” 
One graduating senior cheer squad 
member, Joselyn Medeiros, wishes 
the Kohala High School girls “a 
wonderful rest of y’all’s school year. 
You are all looking great out there; 
keep it up!”

As for the teams being cheered 
on, they say when they hear the 
squad cheering them on during 

their games it “gives them that 
extra boost to play a little better” 

(anonymous). Lana Lewis is the 
grandmother of Reyanna, and Tutu 
sums up her experience raising 
fi ve grandkids in Kohala as kind 
of cheerleader herself. “I support 
my kids, I am so proud of them. I 
hope the kids achieve their goals.” 
Sounds like a cheerleader to me. 
The most important thing about 
cheerleading is getting the crowd 
supporting their athletes with yells, 
cheers and positive energy. Par-
ents, family, friends and guardians 
are the support network for kids 
playing sports. According to Jona-
than Bartsch, “Being a cheer dad is 
great; it’s my wife and the kids that 
inspires me. The cheer girls call me 
Coach Mom because I bring them 
snacks and drinks at all the events.” 

Thank you so much, Kohala 
High School Cheer Squad. We 
appreciate your Kohala malama 
kanaka style of positive, powerful 
energy and look forward to this 
year’s crew leading next year’s 
crew. 

Photo by: Marcus Douglas
Kohala High School Cheer Team

(Left to right): Destiny Souze, Jessa-May Campollo, Mya Bartsch, Reyanna Savedra, Coach Cherry Bartsch, 
Lilly Lindsey, Jovylyn Campollo, Mya Finau and Dayanna Cornelio

Photo courtesy of Jonathan and Cherry 
Bartsch

LiAnne Boshard was Kohala High 
School’s cheer coach from 1989-

1990, when Coach Cherry Bartsch 
was on the cheer team.

Photo courtesy of Jonathan and Cherry 
Bartsch

Senior Mya Bartsch



Page 16 The Kohala Mountain News

Email Calendar Listings to kohalacalendar@gmail.com 

February 22, 2019

Telephone 889-6436

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Hawi, Hawai’i  •  The Welcoming Church

Masses: Saturday 5 pm 
Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am

Rev Elias Escanilla
Deacon Thomas Adams

Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Gospel of Salvation 
Kohala

Kokoiki Road
Service: Sunday 9:00 AM

Adult Bible Study: Monday 7 PM
Prayer Meeting: Friday 7 PM

Pastor Ilima Moiha
www. gos-kohala.org

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
Kapa’au, North Kohala 

Sunday Services:
7am - Holy Eucharist (quiet Mass)

9am - Holy Eucharist
Children’s Sunday School & Fellowship Brunch

Thrift Shop Hours:
Weds: 12 – 3:30pm  • Thurs:   4 – 6pm

4th Saturday: 10am – 12pm
Free Community Meal:

4th Saturday of each month: 11am – 12:30pm
Vicar Diana Akiyama   

www.staugustineskohala.com ●   808 889 5390

Kohala 
Churches

Kohala Baptist Church

Sunday Services  
Adult Bible Study/Kids on Mission  9 am

Worship Service/Sunday School 
(for children of all ages) 10:30 am

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church

KOHALA MONTHLY CALENDAR FEBRUARY 2019

Kalahikiola 
Congregational Church

Service every Sunday Morning at 9:30 
followed by pupus & fellowship

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30

Iole road off Akoni Pule Hwy. in 
Kapa’au 1/4 mile past the statue

www.kalahikiolacongregationalchurch.com

889-6703

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM
TEMPLE SERVICE

Sunday March 17, 10:00 am
Halaula temple

On the right  approx. one mile past the
Kohala Middle School In Halaula

For more information call: 987-1791
Rev. Bruce Nakamura

brucejunshin@gmail.com
Minister will be at the temple from 12:30 - 2 pm 

on service days to talk story with interested individuals

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Friday
6pm – 8pm

Wednesday 9am –1pm
5th Penny Carnival
James Walker Hall

Limited to 24 children
ages 5-12.

Please call Kathy
@ 895-2025

for registration form.

M

W

St. Augustine's Episcopal Church
Vacation Bible Camp
June 3,4,5,6,7, 2019

date DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

3/1 FRI 9 AM 3 PM Rummage Sale Furniture, Clothing, Kitchen Ware, Tools Kohala Jodo Mission 310-347-5379

3/1 FRI 6 PM SENIOR CLUB MOVIE NIGHT - ALL SENIORS WELCOME Kohala civic center 895-2094

3/2 SAT 9 AM 3 PM Rummage Sale Furniture, Clothing, Kitchen Ware, Tools Kohala Jodo Mission 310-347-5379

3/3 SUN 9 AM 3 PM Rummage Sale Furniture, Clothing, Kitchen Ware, Tools Kohala Jodo Mission 310-347-5379

3/4 MON 5 PM CHESS CLUB North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/4 MON 6 PM 7 PM Growth Management group meeting BANK OF HAWAII BUILDING 854 4888

3/6 WED 4:30 PM NKAG MEETING OLD COURTHOUSE

3/6 WED 4 PM KOHALA Community Access Group MEETING SENIOR CENTER imuakohala@
gmail.com

3/7 THU 7 PM 9 PM Kohala Ecstatic Dance Jam Featuring an eclectic rotation of deejays HUB BARN 889-0404

3/9 SAT Kohala Artists’ Co-op community swap meet set a table and sell, swap or trade goods Artists’ Co-Op 783-1158

3/11 MON 3 PM 5 PM North Kohala Parent Support group Supported by N. Hawaii Community Children’s Council KINGS VIEW CAFE 989-4894

3/11 MON 5 PM Adult and Teen Poetry with Joshua Bowman North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/11 MON 6:30 PM Hawaiian History Lecture Prince Jonah Kūhiʻō, Whom We Celebrate on the 26th of March North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/12 TUE 11 AM Adult reading discussion North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/12 TUE 6 PM Hawaii Farmers Union United 6pm potluck, 7pm presentation. For everyone interested 
in good food, not just farmers

The HUB kohala.hfuu@
gmail.com

3/13 WED 5:30 PM Kū Like Kākou dinner, film showing, open mic, Keiki corner HUB BARN 889-7100

3/16 SAT 4:30 PM 6:30PM Free Grindz hot meal Kohala Baptist Church Banyan Tree 889-5416

3/16 SAT 6:45 AM NKCRC annual golf tournament two person scramble, delicious lunch, great prizes and lots of fun Hapuna Golf Course 889-5523

3/18 MON 6 PM Presentation Holistic Health and Hawaii’s Renewable Energy Future North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/19 TUE 10 AM Adult Writer’s Group North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/21 THU 3 PM CANCER SUPPORT GROUP North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/23 SAT 10 AM 12 PM Thrift Shop At St. Augustine Church Next to Walker Hall 889-5390

3/23 SAT 11 AM 12:20 PM Community Meal At St. Augustine Church Walker Hall 889-5390

3/25 MON 6 PM Author Readings Presented by Hawaii Writers Guild (open to all)

3/27 WED 4 PM 5:30 PM Restorative Yoga Therapy class With Carla Orellana, Certified Yoga Therapist, by donation The HUB 889-0404

3/27 WED 5 PM Parks, Water & Roads Group Monthly meeting Old Courthouse 889-6238

3/28 THU 3:30 pm Na ‘Imi ‘Ike Hawaiian Language Study Group North Kohala Library 889-6655

3/30 SAT 5 pm 8 pm Kohala Artists’ Co-op Art Party gallery showcase, theater performance, vendors, local musicians Artists’ Co-Op 783-1158

3/28 THU 6 PM 6:30PM Prayers around the peace pole ALL are welcome, regardless of religious affiliation St Augustine’s church 895-5753

3/18 MON 5 PM NKCDP AC Meeting North Kohala Community Development Plan Action Committee Hisaoka Gym 323-4770
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NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

You can support our projects and the Center with a tax-deductible donation to
NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi, HI 96719 • 889-5523• 

www.northkohala.org
A great way to love Kohala!

Join us Saturday, March 16th 
at the Hapuna Golf Course for the

NKCRC's Second Annual Golf Tournament!
This two person scramble includes 

delicious lunch, great prizes and lots of fun!
Spaces are filling quickly, to register call 
889-5523 or visit www.northkohala.org.

Kohala Sports

Spirits were defi nitely high for 
Kohala’s students and commu-
nity members as they walked into 
the Hisaoka gym for Kohala High 
School´s Homecoming basketball 
games. On Friday, January 11, the 
Kohala Cowboys were ready to 
“Corral Those Cougars,” and they 
did just that as the Cowboys roped 
up the Keaʻau team. Though the 
Junior Varsity team was very close 
in the score for the whole game, 
they didn’t quite get over the hump 
to beat them. 

The Varsity team, on the other 
hand, won with a score of 82–62.

The game was quite intense, 
resulting in a longer game than 
usual, but did this not faze the 
audience, for they were at the edge 
of their seats for a majority of the 
game. The cheers could be heard 
from at least a mile away, and the 
cheerleaders continued to keep 
the crowd engaged through and 
through. 

Instead of the usual homecom-
ing parade, students took part in 
another event known as “section 
decorating.” The task consisted of 

Kohala Boys Homecoming Basketball: Keaʻau vs. Kohala

decorating the top of the bleach-
ers, which sported balloons and 
streamers in that class’s colors, and 
cardboard cutouts of corrals depict-
ing wanted posters of “cougars.” 
Though those participating in put-
ting up these decorations thought it 
was stressful, it did make the gym 
seem more cheerful and colorful. 

The Cowboys are ending their 
season with a great record and just 
a few games left. 

According the players, there’s 
no doubt that the coaching staff  
really makes a diff erence in the 
players attitudes and abilities. Both 
the JV and Varsity coaching squads 
use their years of experience in 
Kohala and as coaches to shape the 
players into what coach James Mar-
quez says is “strong traits: energy, 
potential, speed.” Coach Marquez 
recalls “the boys played ball from 
biddie on up, and now they real-
ize it’s a diff erent level of play. We 
look forward as a Kohala commu-
nity to seeing how the season plays 
out. From what I see on the court, 
Kohala Cowboys Basketball is 
rising to the challenge.”

Photo by Marcus Douglas
The boys are Ready to Play Ball

(Left to right) Jeffery Francisco, Moses Emeliano and Koby Agbayani get 
ready to play ball against Keaʻau.

Photo by Marcus Douglas
Kohala varsity basketball players are warmed up and ready for the 

Homecoming Game!
(Left to right): Elijah Antonio, Oshen Cazimero, Dawstin Ho’opai and 

Isaiah Salvador

Located at the bottom of  Hawi Rd.

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

 • 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
 •  Propane

CARTOW
KOHALA

889-1061

CHRIS JOHNSON
GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR

 BUILDER LLC #BC33522

Happy to quote 
your building

projects, 
large and small.

Professional 
home 

inspections, too.

Call 936-7064 or 
email:  kohalachris@gmail.com

References and projects online at: 
www.chrisbuilds.com
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Open Daily  10 - 6    889-0760
Downtown Hawi

    elements@ElementsJewelryandCrafts.com

Jewelry, Art and Gifts

Showcasing the work of over
80 Hawaii Artists

Handmade in Hawai’i

Green, recycled and fair trade
crafts, toys and bags

889-5613
rod@rodsrepair.com

Rod’s Repair
Factory Authorized Appliance Service
• Appliances and parts
• Ice makers
• Refrigeration
• Locksmith service

Hinokawa Electric LLC
Serving All of Your Electrical Needs

High Voltage Specialist

• Home stand-by generators
• Generac generators 
• Sales and repairs
• Alternate energy systems
• New homes and renovations
• Trouble calls

Service is Our Business
Aloa # 021349

License C-16154

Kohala Sports

Kohala vs. Kealakehe Junior 
Varsity Game

The boys Junior Varsity (JV) Bas-
ketball team worked all game to 
maintain their composure against 
the Waveriders. According their 
coach, “They were way behind 
going into the second half, but we 
came out a diff erent team in the 

KHS Boys Basketball: Kealekehe vs. Kohala

second half to take the lead.” 
Fourth quarter, 5:59 on the clock 

with a score of 46-39. The home 
team is in bonus time and shooting 
free throws like crazy. The JV play-
ers for Kealakehe are hustlers and 
tough opponents with three-point 
accuracy. However, Logan Neves 
ran with a rebound for two point 

layup and then sank a foul shot to 
make three points with only 33 sec-
onds left in the tight game: 55-54. 
With one last eff ort to score winning 
points, Kohala’s Onipaʻa scored 
two free throws to go up 57-54 and 
go home with a win. 

Kohala vs Kealakehe Varsity 
Game, half-time score: 21-13

When I arrived back at the Var-
sity game, it was already half-time. 
The fi rst half was pretty exciting, or 
so I heard from fans and coaches, 
but the second half is always where 
the level of play steps up. It was no 
exception in this matchup against 
Kealakehe High School.  With a 

Kohala Junior Varsity Boys Basketball Team 
Front row: Jace Hook, Logan Neves, Zak Javillonar and Legend Libron

Back Row: Mj Macaspac, Keoni Barco, Onipaʻa Matsuda, Kahiau Kapeliela and Zhane Ching 

Kohala Varsity Boys Basketball Team
Front row (left to right): Jeffrey Francisco, Elijah Antonio, Dawstin Hoopai, Oshen Cazimero and Koby Agbayani
Back row (left to right): Moses Emeliano, John Nicolas, Isaiah Salvador, Laʻakea Kauka and Molonai Emeliano

See KHS, Page 19
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Open Every 
Day for 

Lunch and Dinner

Come. . . Taste The Love
(808) 889-5900

Traditional and Inspired Sushi
Entrees, Salads, Desserts & Full Bar

Tapas-style Creative
Entrees • Sunday Brunch

Closed between 3 and 5 p.m.

20% Kama’aina Discounts
12 - 3, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.

 

Naturopathic Physician
● IV Medicine
● Ozone
● Ultrasound

● Full medicinary, (physician-grade supplements)
● Herbal Medicine
● Homeopathy

● Hyperbaric Therapy
● Hydrotherapy

For appointments call:
(808) 498-4018

Open 12-5 , Monday - Friday

great mix of all classmen on the 
court in the beginning of the second 
half, the Cowboys kicked off  with a 
swift seven point gain. Not a single 
point was allowed for Kealakehe by 
the Cowboy’s solid zone defense, 
with man-to-man coverage on the 
point, which made it tough to pen-
etrate the net. The Cowboy’s super-
fast pace and intense grit wore 
heavy on their opponents by the 
fourth quarter. 

Forty seconds into the fourth 
quarter, the Cowboys scored four 
points on a steal and then a quick-
break layup play. The senior boys 
came to play with intensity in the 
fourth with Dawstin Ho`opai and 
Isaiah Salvador attacking Keal-
akehe with three freshmen to sup-
port. 

I really dig how the crowd goes 
wild as the referees just can’t seem 
to make calls the crowd agrees 
with. I’m with fans. This game was 
special, or maybe this is just the 
normal awesomeness of Kohala 
fans. I sat up in the back top row. 
Little did I know this was the kids’ 
section. These dozen-or-more tena-
cious keiki were screaming for the 
Cowboys and mimicking the cheer 
chants they gained from watching 
the ever-present cheer crew. What a 
great feeling to see everyone cheer-
ing for their teams!

Fourth quarter with 5:57 left in 
the game, 38-19, Cowboys lead-
ing. Kohala is not taking chances 
with an intense full court press and 
an even faster pace of off ense and 
defense. Kealakehe is missing shot 
after shot and, regrettably, can’t 
muster a point a minute. Not the 
same play for the Cowboy’s Isaiah 
Salvador, as he just can’t miss a shot 
in the fourth quarter, leading his 
team 43-19 with 4:46 to go. Keal-
akehe can’t stop fouling the Cow-
boys to the free lines, where Oshen 
Cazimero scores easy shots twice 
from the frequented free throw 
line. A minute 42 seconds left in the 
fourth quarter, and the Cowboys 
lead 56-24. This one ends with a big 
win for the home town horsemen, 
who sent the Kohala kamakani 
winds at Kealakehe and bounced 
those aggressive, super-hustling 
Waveriders right off  their boards. 
Off ense entertains while defense 
wins the game; if they don’t score, 
they don’t win. Final score 58-26, 
Kohala.

KHS, continued from Page 18 KMS Academic & Hawk Awards
2nd Quarter
2018-2019

Congratulations to Winners of Kohala Middle School’s Academic and Hawk Awards!

The following students earned one of Kohala Middle School’s prestigious awards for their 
achievements in the second quarter of the 2018-2019 school year.

Kohala Middle School 
recognizes the following 

students on the Principal’s List 
who achieved a 4.0 grade point 

average for the fi rst quarter:

Grade 6
Isaac Salvador-Libron

Grade 7
Makenzie Afaga

Trycen-Anthony Alejandro
Camille Fuertes
Landon Kauka

Princess Shalei Nicolas
Jayline Salvador

Grade 8
Tiani Akana

Aidan Blanco
Camille Pinho

Principal’s List

Honor Roll

Grade 6
Stella Brooke
Aisha Elmer

Amillo Heu-Mathieu
Ava-Grace Ishimine

Mahea-lani Pang
Zoe Peleiholani

Liana Pine-Ramos
Sophie Canine

Esaias Hook
Christine Kimball
Kalia Marquez

Emilia Masalosalo Medina
Kailani Valenzuela-Conte

Grade 7
James Ramos

Adela Van Housen
Liana Cataraha

Kassidy Kapeliela
Ezra Ancheta Morin

Kayzen Ittner
Cassandra Jones

Savannah Kupukaa
Edward Stenson Jr.

Grade 8
Naomi Brooke
Daniel Remsen

Lei Vakauta
Anthony Kaai

Sabrina Prentice
Ralph Janssen
Kanoa Lesher
Jersey Lewis

Kamaehu Paaoao
Makaialeaukahi Pang

Kohala Middle School 
recognizes the following 

students who received Honor 
Roll by achieving a 

3.5-3.9 grade point average 
for the fi rst quarter

Kohala Middle School 
recognizes the following 

students with the Pono Award 
for being role models for their 
peers, choosing to do the right 
thing, and for encouraging a 

safe and respectful 
school environment: 

Grade 6
Amillio Heu-Mathieu

Aukai Viernes
Tyler Pascual

Liana Pine-Ramos

Grade 7
Camille Fuertes
Matias Pascual
Shalei Nicolas

Grade 8
Kanoa Lesher
Naomi Brooke

Pono Award

Grit Award
Kohala Middle School 

recognizes the following 
exceptional students with the 
Grit Award. These students 

displayed resilience, 
perseverance, dedication and 
determination in the face of 

challenges.

Academic 
Awards

Honor Roll

Hawk Awards

Grade 6:
Mahea Pang
Averie Sasaki

Grade 7:
Lulia Perez

Joden Fernandez
Leyton Neves

Liana Cataraha

Grade 8:
Aking Hinson
Kadyn Terry

Monica Oliveros
Kalialani Riveira

Grit Award
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 Up to 80% LTV with maximum credit lines of $500,000
           NO CLOSING COSTS!***and

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate.  Minimum credit line is 
$10,000. The maximum credit line is $500,000. Promotion 
valid for applications received between February 8, 2019 
and March 31, 2019 and may change at any time without 
notice. An initial draw of at least $25,000 is required. 
Otherwise the applicable Current Variable Index Rate 
will apply. After the introductory period expires, your rate 
will vary and the applicable Current Variable Index Rate 

of Credit are not allowed. If you elect the 1-year, 3-year, 

expiration of the introductory rate period. Only improved 

to 80% loan-to-value. Property must be fee-simple and 
owner occupied. Property insurance is required. There is 
no transaction or other activity charges. Membership in 
the credit union is required. Rates, terms and conditions 
are subject to change without notice. Other terms and 
conditions apply. Speak to a credit union representative 
for more information. **The Current Variable Index Rate 

The Current Variable Index Rate shown is current as of 
February 4, 2019 and will not exceed 15.00% APR.  *** An 
initial draw of at least $25,000 is required. The credit union 
waives ordinary closing costs for certain third party fees 
(e.g. real estate evaluation, recordation, documentation, 

estimated at $900 to $2,500. You will be required to pay the 
cost of extraordinary items like trust reviews, termite 
inspections or other legal documentation. 

Apply online at
hicommfcu.com

or call 930-7458!

#hicommfcu

Kohala Branch
PO Box 39

54-396 Union Mill Road
Kapaau, HI 96755

%
APR*

1-Year Intro Rate
APR*

3-Year Intro Rate

%
APR*

5-Year Intro Rate

%
APR*

7-Year Intro Rate

%
APR**

Current  Rate

%

College Tuition

Home Upgrades

Story and photo by Donna Botelho
Walls covered in bright, enter-

taining posters and her desk piled 
high with books, Ms. Brown’s class-
room shines with her exuberant 
personality. She has four diff erent 
classes and when she teaches her 
many areas of expertise connect 
together to create a dynamic learn-
ing environment for her students. 

Brown has lived in Kohala most 
of her life, being born and raised 
here. She spent time outdoors, took 
horseback riding lessons, and 
learned the piano. She also began 
developing a growing affi  nity for 
comic books, her favorite being 
Superman from the DC Universe.

When it was time for college, 
she selected Boston College, which 
is where her father and uncle 
attended. She had spent a lot of time 
on the East Coast visiting family, so 
it became the obvious option.

During her time at Boston Col-
lege, she had ended up majoring in 
English, after changing her major 
4 times. “I went into college as a 
geophysics major, and then I was a 
psychology major for a little bit, and 
then I was an education major for a 
little bit, and then I decided to major 
in English,” she explained. 

Being a teacher didn’t seem to 
be in the cards for her at fi rst. It 
was actually something she had 
wanted to avoid. “Growing up, I 
was adamant about not becoming 
a teacher because both my parents 
were teachers, my grandmother 
was a teacher and my uncle was 

Kohala High Schoolʻs Fascinating Teacher
a teacher,” she said. She also had 
a dream to become a writer, with 
notebooks at home fi lled with story 
ideas.   

Ms. Brown also had a dream 
of being an editor, because she 
loves helping people develop their 
ideas and creativity. She found that 
dream when she returned to Kohala 

and was off ered a position teaching 
English. “When I started teaching 
it was awesome and I loved it, so 
I decided to make it a life occupa-
tion.”  

Out of all the subjects, English 
is her favorite, but she loves psy-
chology after teaching a “Psychol-
ogy of Superheroes” resource class 
last year and enjoying it immensely. 
Brown loved sharing her affi  nity 
for superheroes and how the comic 
book movies seem to have brought 

them back into the limelight. Her 
classroom is covered in superhero 
posters and she’s always willing to 
engage students in a friendly hero 
debate. 

She also teaches acting and 
Advancement Via Individual Deter-
mination (AVID), which is a college 
prep course. She believes courses 

like AVID are helpful for students 
who want to go to college so they 
will have the skills she wished she 
had had before going to college. 

Two memorable experiences she 
shared involved a prank and travel. 
“I had this one super rowdy class 
that was made up of 13 boys and 
two girls when we didn’t have any 
phones in all our classrooms. I got 
a call to give a message to a teacher 
down the hall, so I begged the kids 
to please stay in the room. I deliv-

ered the message and was gone for 
all of 30 seconds and when I came 
back all the lights in the room were 
off  and there was a giant bookshelf 
covering the front door. The kids 
had locked me out of my class-
room,” laughed Brown.  

Ms. Brown has also taken stu-
dents on many trips to places all 
around the world, the most recent 
one being to Peru.  She was able to 
take fi ve students all around the 
country and eat lots of the local cui-
sine. “I feel like the trips that abroad 
have been an incredible opportu-
nity and experience for the students 
here at Kohala High School, just 
giving them diff erent perspective. I 
think it’s really easy to get caught 
up in the bubble that is Hawaiʻi just 
in general, and I think being able 
to expose kids to diff erent experi-
ences and watching them become 
empowered and learn to read maps 
and move around diff erent cities 
and fi guring out the diff erent ins 
and outs of those cities is some of 
the best learning experiences I’ve 
seen,” she explained. 

 Throughout her 13 years teach-
ing at Kohala High School, Brown’s 
determination and one-of-a-kind 
personality has helped the students 
of Kohala because she can use her 
exuberance and charm to help them 
relax and enjoy learning.  

Being a teacher is not easy and 
requires a type of dedication and 
diligence that is diffi  cult to acquire. 
However, for Brown, it seems to 
come naturally.

Ms. Brown teaches English, psychology, acting and AVID at Kohala High 
School. 
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