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By Lynda Wallach
It feels as if we were just down 

at the beach celebrating Labor Day 
and now, here it is, almost Christ-

Plans for 2020 Kohala Reunion Taking Shape

mas. Time really does seem to fl y. 
July is seven months away, but 
it will be here before we know 
it, which is why the 2020 Kohala 

By Toni Withington
Finding a strategy for getting 

Mahukona Park into usable con-
dition as soon as possible was 
the focus of a meeting last month 
between several Kohala organiza-
tions and the County Parks and 
Recreation Department (P&R).

After several hours of meeting 
with Maurice Messina, the depart-
ment deputy director, it was decided 
to undertake two tracks. The fi rst is 
to refurbish the condemned pavil-
ion structure to usable condition for 
the short term, and second, to use 
community resources to speed up 
the process of planning, permitting 
and constructing a new pavilion, 
restrooms and parking lot. 

The 70-year-old pavilion was 
condemned and boarded up last 
March. The department had no 
plans or funds to fi x or replace it, 
despite being named the highest 
priority for new facilities in the dis-
trict for over a decade. In October, 
P&R’s chief planner told a large 
gathering of concerned Kohala 
residents that it would take at least 
three years to begin construction of 
new facilities.

At the November meeting, Mes-
sina was asked if partial restoration 

Mahukona Park: How to Fix It Sooner Rather Than Later

Photo by Joan Shropshire
Members of the Kohala High School Class of 1985 gather at its drink 

booth during the 2015 Kohala Reunion.
Front row (left to right): Terrance Alcoran, Ryder Paalua, Charlie Batad

Back row (left to right): Gigi Alcoran, Clinton Hiraoka, Lulu Victorino, Rita 
Maria,Michael Cruz, Candy Lucas, Theresa Meikle, Toma Edwards and 

Ralph Tashjian

Kohala Adventure Series Continues
Kohala offers a wide variety of activities to delight those 

with a penchant for adventure. 
See inside for the latest installment in our Kohala Adventure 
Series: Kohala Coast Offers Snorkel and Scuba Adventures!

of the pavilion could be undertaken 
by the community to keep it usable 
until the new facilities can be ready 
to start construction. The restora-
tion work would be to replace what 
is not functioning, like rotted walls, 
fl ooring and stairs, but perhaps not 
the restrooms. 

The task of fi xing the pavilion to 
survive for several more years will 
be overseen by the Save Mahukona 
Community Action Committee, 
which is applying for Friends of the 
Park status. 

Karen Martinez and David 
Gomes of the Committee said they 
wanted to get started right away. 
Architect Kim Pouland and Attor-
ney David Swatland said they 
would assist. Messina said the 
group would need to submit draw-
ings and material lists to undertake 
the refurbish job. Pouland noted 
that there is a need for a structural 
engineer to provide oversight on 
how to support the structure while 
the repairs are happening. There is 
also a need for a licensed contractor 
to oversee the repair/replace work.

Messina said P&R has about 
$10,000 to start the work. Recently, 
the department hired three new 
parks maintenance personnel: one 

for Kohala, one for Kona and one 
for Hilo, which should take pres-
sure off  of Kohala’s well-used 
parks.  In addition, Messina said 
Mayor Harry Kim holds fi xing the 
Mahukona Park as a high priority. 
He encouraged the Save Mahukona 
group to enlist the help of Council-
person Tim Richards, who also has 
Mahukona as a priority. 

The longer-term park replace-
ment will be overseen by the Parks, 
Water, Roads (PWR) Group of the 
Community Development Plan 
Action Committee. In this case, the 
group can organize public meetings 
to talk about what improvements 
are desired for the new facility. 
Pavilion, restrooms and show-
ers, camp sites and picnic areas, 
better parking and landscaping are 
expected to be parts of the plans. 

Andi Longpre, chairperson of 
the PWR Group, said planning and 
permitting will take time. This is 
where the group can also help the 
County move the process along.

Toni Withington produced a 
copy of an Environmental Assess-
ment prepared for P&R in 2008 for 
improvements to the park that were 
to have been paid for by Surety 
Kohala. She said parts of the thick 

report can be used to support new 
plans. Other permits will be needed 
from the State Land Board, the Lee-
ward Planning Commission and 
many State and County depart-
ments. With strong community 
support and donated expertise the 
process can be accelerated, Messina 
agreed. Tim Richards has already 
said he is seeking the full funding 
needed for the park replacement.

One of diffi  cult and outstand-
ing issues is a new source of potable 
water for the park, which currently 
has no water and only Port-a-Pot-
ties for toilets. 

“This is something we will all 
have to work on,” Messina said, 
noting that plans will proceed 
anyway.

P&R currently has 16 projects 
underway, with a cost of $32 mil-
lion. These funds are specifi cally 
for upgrading parks throughout 
the county to Americans With Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) standards, not 
for new construction. In order to be 
in compliance with the federal gov-
ernment provisions, these projects 
have to be completed by mid-2021, 
Messina said. He agreed to get back 
to the community after a meeting 
with the mayor.  

Reunion Committee began working 
several months ago to make sure 
everything is ready for this much-
anticipated event. 

The reunion is a three-day event 
taking place over the 2020 Fourth of 
July weekend. The reunions, which 

began in 2000, are held every fi ve 
years and have brought together 
those who love Kohala from not 
only here at home, but also from 
the mainland and throughout 
the Hawaiian Islands. Over 1,000 

Source: Kathy Matsuda
Friends (left to right) Gail Ifuku, Winnie Gonsalves, Sally Watanabe, Tazan 

Cosbodillo, Margaret Couttie, Henry Dulan and Collin Kaholo (in front) 
gather to have a little fun.
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Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm
Sat 8am - 12pm

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

For appointments call: (808) 498-4018
Open 12-5 , Monday - Friday

Holiday Sale!  December 1- 30
Package of 5 Hyperbaric treatments:   

 $500 plus tax. SAVE $125
Package of 5 Hydrotherapy treatments: 

$325 plus tax. SAVE $50  
Great treatment for pneumonia, bronchitis, flu, etc.

20% off of select  in-stock supplements for the month of December.
Happy Holidays to all!

people typically attend.
The theme this year is “Kohala 

ʻĀina Haʻaheo,” meaning “Kohala, 
Land of the Proud.” The event will 
be held at Kamehameha Park and 
will open at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, 
July 3. Friday’s focus will be on 
Kohala’s past, Saturday’s will be on 
Kohala’s present and Sunday will 
focus on Kohala’s future. Each day 
will be fi lled with exhibits, talks and 
activities appropriate to that day. In 
addition, there will be food, music, 
keiki activities, tours, church gath-
erings and many more options that 
are still in the planning stages.

There will be twelve spaces 
available for families and class 
reunions. The spaces will accom-
modate a maximum 20-feet-square 
tent and will rent for $25 for the 
three days. The classes of 1970, 
1976 and the combined classes of 
1959, 1960 and 1961 have already 
reserved tent spaces. The class of 
1985 will be doing the drink station 
and recycling.

In January, letters will be sent 
out to all North Kohala residents, 
as well as everyone who is on the 
mailing list from past reunions. The 

letter will include a registration 
form and a t-shirt order form. There 
will be a limited number of t-shirts 
available, so please order early. 

The registration fee is $25 per 
family. If there is anyone you would 
like added to the mailing list, please 
contact Kathy Matsuda, Reunion 
Chair at 808-895-2025. There will 
also be registration on Friday, July 
3, the opening day of the Reunion.

On February 2, an informal pot-
luck gathering of Kohala folks will 
be held on Oʻahu. The picnic will 
be from 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 
at the Keaīwa Heiau State Recre-
ation Area, which many folks also 
know as the Aiea Loop Trail Park, 
in Aiea. Since this is a State Park, 
Department of Land and Natural 
Resources rules prohibit alcoholic 
beverages. 

If you have any questions, please 
call or text Connie Chun at 781-9658 
or email her at conniechun@hawaii.
rr.com. More information on the 
potluck in Aiea will be forthcom-
ing. Look for further updates on the 
2020 Kohala Reunion throughout 
the coming months in the Kohala 
Mountain News. 

Source: Kathy Matsuda
(Left to right) Sally Watanabe, Patricia Ako and Gail Ifuku helped with 

Registration and Information at the 2015 Kohala Reunion.

We enjoyed our Kapa’au location 
and were pleased with the warm 
reception we received from the 
residents of Kohala. Mahalo for the 
opportunity to care for the medical 
needs of this wonderful community. 
Moving forward, it is important to 
us to not move far away so we can 
continue to be the natural choice for 
you and your family.   

As I refl ect on many of the great 
physicians who serviced this com-
munity before us, many chose a 
home/offi  ce to keep their overhead 
costs down and the quality of their 
care top-notch. We think that makes 
a lot of sense, especially with the 

New Changes in New Year: 
Dr. Ardolf & Associates Will Be 

Relocating to Hawi
continued rising costs of medicine. 
We have seen medical supplies and 
IV medicines double in costs over 
the last several years.  

In the eff ort to reestablish our-
selves, we will be closed for the 
holidays, December 24-29,  which 
will be moving days for us. We 
will re-open in our new location 
on December 30.  Our offi  ce hours 
will be Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, from 12-5 p.m. Parking is 
available on the driveway or on the 
side of the street. Also, Acupunctur-
ist Adrienne Dooling is back and 
accepting existing and new clients 
on Wednesday afternoons. 

By Diana Moriarty
Pool users will be happy to 

learn that the County has unexpect-
edly provided a replacement hot 
water heater. Thank you so much 
to all who contributed to our recent 
request for help in purchasing a 

Kohala Pool is Heated Once Again
new heater when it appeared the 
County would not be doing so. 

If you would like a refund of 
your fi nancial contribution, please 
contact Rick at 889-0205. Otherwise 
all donated funds will be used to 
support the Kohala Swim Team.

What:    Sugar and Ranching in Hawai’i 
Who:    Boyd Bond
When:     Monday, January 27, at 6:30 p.m.
Where:     North Kohala Public Library, 889-6655
Admission: Open to all, free admission 

North Kohala Public Library presents a Hana Hou! “talk story” session 
on Sugar and Ranching in Hawai’i, with local storyteller and historian 
Boyd Bond.  Bond will discuss how the fl edgling Hawaiian economy 

began to adapt as the presence of Western markets, ranching and 
large-scale sugar farming took hold in the islands.

Call North Kohala Public Library at 889-6655 for more information.
All programs are subject to change. If you require an auxiliary aid or accom-

modation due to a disability, please contact the library at least 7 days before the 
program date.

The Kohala Lions Club is now accepting requests from community 
groups for donations. Applicants must serve the Kohala community,  with 
preference given to groups that serve youth or the needy. Applicants must 
use the application form, which can be requested by email, or hard copies 
can be picked up at the North Kohala Community Resource Center. To 
request an application or to learn more about the Kohala Lions Club, call 
Chris Brown at 884-5122. Completed applications must be postmarked no 
later than January 31, 2020. Mahalo. 

Lions Club Donation Applications 
Due January 31

Hana Hou! Hawaiian History Talks
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HOT DEALS FOR DEC 25, 2019 TO JAN 7, 2020
 Come in for more in-store specials

Get involved
 in making
  Kohala 
better 
for all.

“Always leave with a Smile”

TWIN 
DRAGON 

WONTON PI 
14 OZ
$1.69
$2.59

PHIL CREAM 
CHEESE 

BRICK 8 OZ
$2.69
$4.39

DIGIORNO 
OR CALIF 
KITCHEN 

PIZZA 11.5-12"
2/$11
$8.99

OSCAR MAYER 
BACON 16 OZ

$5.69
$10.39

KOHALA 
KIM CHEE 

12 OZ
$2.69
$3.99

FUJI 
APPLES

/LB
$1.49
$2.09

DIAMOND BAKERY 
SALOON PILOT 
CRKRS 9 OZ

$2.79
$4.29

BAREFOOT 
WINES 
750 ML
$3.99
$7.89

NABISCO 
SNACK 

CRACKERS 
3.5-9.1 OZ

2/$6
$4.59
MARCA 
EL REY 
CHORIZO 

3 LBS
$18.99
$27.19

889-5413
OPEN MONDAY TO

SATURDAY
8AM - 7PM
SUNDAY

 8AM - 1PM

Kohala Sparkles with Holiday Cheer
Photos by Jill Kupitz
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Wishing you the Happiest of Holidays!

Teri Takata R(S), RS-76882

808.895.0188  |  TeriTakata@HawaiiLife.com

3BR / 2BA  |  MLS# 630416  |  4.57 acres land  |  1,460 sqft living  |  $1,175,000 fs  |  $1,100,000 fs

PRICE REDUCTIONS! Just in time for Christmas!

$409,000  |  $429,000  |  MLS #631710 $405,000  |  $425,000  |  MLS #626757

Hawaii Life Real Estate Brokers  |  RB-19928

55-3576 Soares Road, Kapaau

TO ADVERTISE 
     IN THE 

Kohala 
             Mountain

    News
           Call tom 
          345 0706

Located at the bottom of  Hawi Rd.

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
 •  Propane

CARTOW
KOHALA

889-1061

Photo by Margo McF edries
Entrants in fashion show during the Kohala Filipino Festival, held at Kamehameha Park on October 19. The annual event celebrates the traditions of 

Filipino culture, with food, music, dance, games and lots of laughter and camaraderie.  
Left to right: Connie Bautista, Corazon Tomas, Nellie Aguiran, Sally Francisco, Sally Castillo, Sofi a Ramos, Vivian Realista, Paz Rivera, Grace 

Bartolome, Linda Alejandro, Leo Guitang and Neth Valdez Castro

Kohala Filipino Festival Celebrates Culture

The Kohala Welcome Center 
Guides and staff  of North Kohala 
Community Resource Center 
(NKCRC) enjoyed an evening of 
menu tasting at King’s View Café, 
hosted by owner Alyssa Ackerman. 
After dinner, all were treated to 
wonderful storytelling by Sharon 
Hayden, project organizer for the 
conservation of the King Kame-
hameha Statue in Kapa`au.  The 
Welcome Center is fully staff ed 
this winter to be open seven days a 
week. “We are so grateful for these 
volunteers, who greet each visitor 
with Aloha and, in turn, help to 
support the Resource Center,” says 
NKCRC Director Christine Rich-
ardson. The Welcome Center has 
been open for ten years, providing 
information and clean restrooms 
for visitors and residents alike. If 
you haven’t stopped by the Center, 
please do. There you will see beau-
tiful storyboards telling the history 
of Kohala, along with books, CDs, 
hats and t-shirts celebrating the 
beauty of Kohala.

NKCRC Staff and Volunteers Promote Kohala Aloha

Photo by Susan Grant
North Kohala Community Resource Center staff and volunteers enjoyed a festive evening of gratitude together. 
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It’s important for the Kohala 
Mountain News to receive ads and 
news submissions by the following 
deadlines. Otherwise, submissions 

may not be accommodated.

 Our purpose is to enhance 
and strengthen the community 

by fostering continuous 
communication and 

understanding among the 
various cultures, residents and 

constituents.
www.kohalamountainnews.com

ABOUT US
Publisher/Ad Sales Manager
Tom Morse           345-0706

ltmorse@aol.com

Managing Editor 
Maureen Garry        494-4237 
kohalanewseditor@gmail.com

Layout & Calendar Editor 
Annalene Williams    339-4951

kohalacalendar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Jill Kupitz      896-2332

jillkupitz@gmail.com

Current Circulation 4,300
Letters to the Editor and 

Viewpoint articles must address 
issues aff ecting North Kohala 
and be accompanied by the 

author’s name, address 
and telephone number. 

Letters and Viewpoints are 
subject to editing, and shorter 

submissions will receive 
preference for publication.

For a twelve month 
subscription, please send your 
check for $36, made out to the 

Kohala Mountain News, 
P.O. Box 639, Kapa’au HI 96755. 

Be sure to include a note 
stating the name and mailing 

address of the recipient.
All material, either in part or in whole, is 

protected under U.S. copyright laws. ©2019.

Kohala Mountain News
P.O. Box 639, Kapa’au, Hawai‘i  

96755

January Deadlines
Ads and News: 1/10/20

Calendar: 1/17/20
Distribution: 1/24/20

February Deadlines
Ads and News: 2/7/20

Calendar: 2/14/20
Distribution: 2/21/20

Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

See CC, Page 6

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas 
speaks for North Kohala as a 

member of the Hawaiʻi State House 
of Representatives.

Legislative Update on Kohala 
Schools Facilities

Our Kohala public schools are 
essential public infrastructure for 
our community. The teachers and 
staff  at Kohala Elementary, Middle 
and High Schools are dedicated to 
giving our children a quality edu-
cation. This K-12 education forms 
the foundation for success for our 
students as they graduate and go 
directly to join the workforce or 
continue to higher education at 
our Hawaii Community College or 
four-year university.

Since our school facilities have 
been around for a long time, repair 
and maintenance are very impor-
tant for safety and quality of our 
educational environment. Some 
facilities need to be replaced and 
new construction is required. My 
job is to assist Department of Edu-
cation (DOE) to obtain the funds for 
repair, maintenance and construc-
tion. My staff  and I also work with 
the school administration and DOE 
facilities staff  to keep existing proj-
ects progressing, while addressing 
problems that arise and delay proj-
ects. Today’s article is an update on 
the major school facilities projects 
in Kohala.

Planning for a covered play-
court at Kohala Middle School

At Kohala Middle School, plans 
are fi nally beginning to move for-

ward for the design of a covered 
playcourt, which will provide a 
place for students to play when 
it rains, as well as a space large 
enough for all-school gatherings, 
May Day celebrations, and other 
classes and events.

Because the funding originally 
allocated for the project by the 
2018 Legislature is less than the 
DOE considers “fully funded” for 
a playcourt project, the project did 
not initially move forward. How-
ever, DOE Facilities staff  visited 
Kohala Middle School this fall and 
are now in the process of fi naliz-
ing a contract with a professional 
design consultant to come up with 
a plan for the playcourt. After this 
design contract is executed, the next 
step is application for a building 
permit and putting the project out 
to bid for construction. DOE is also 
determining if the legislature needs 
to reauthorize the funds. If that is 
needed, I will work on that during 
the coming legislative session. 

Planning to begin for a new 
gym at Kohala High School

Kohala High School has recently 
completed re-fl ooring its existing 
gym, as well as Architectural Bar-
rier Removal (ABR) school-wide to 
improve access for students of all 
physical abilities. Coming up, the 
school is looking to begin the plan-
ning process for a new gym, using 
$1M of State CIP funds allocated in 
2018 for planning and design for 
the gym. 

Kohala Elementary School con-
struction continues

At Kohala Elementary School, 
ongoing Architectural Barrier 
Removal (ABR) construction con-
tinues to pose a challenge for school 
access routes. The school’s entry 
sidewalk has been closed since the 
beginning of the school year due 
to stalled construction where two 
diff erent projects cross the same 
area – one re-doing the sidewalk, 
the other improving drainage. This 
stalled construction at the entry 
to the school has created a safety 
hazard for parents and students, 
who must enter the school through 
the busy parking lot shared with the 
high school. My offi  ce has been in 
communication with the DOE and 
DAGS (Department of Accounting 

and General Services) staff  respon-
sible for these projects to emphasize 
the importance of expediting this 
project, and they are working to re-
open the sidewalk for school entry 
by the end of January. 

Kohala Elementary School is 
also seeking to replace two old 
and degrading playgrounds at the 
school, and the school’s kindergar-
ten teachers are leading an amazing 
fundraising eff ort to jump-start this 
project. The DOE has committed to 
supporting the old playgrounds’ 
removal and replacement to match 
the teachers’ fundraising eff orts. A 
big mahalo to the generous commu-
nity members who have supported 
the school in this important initia-
tive, and to the dedicated teachers, 
staff  and administration who are 
helping to make this happen. 

Air conditioning needs at all 
three Kohala schools being stud-
ied

Air conditioning is a prior-
ity improvement project for many 
schools. Beginning this year, the 
Department of Education has insti-
tuted a new policy, School Directed 
Air Conditioning, with the aim of 
expediting the pace at which air 
conditioning arrives in Hawaii’s 
schools. Schools now have the 
option of funding their own air con-
ditioning procurement, provided 
they have the necessary electrical 
capacity to do so. The DOE has 
added manpower to conduct elec-
trical assessments at all the schools 
which have requested air condition-
ing, including Kohala Elementary, 
Middle, and High Schools, and tar-
gets completion of these electrical 
assessments statewide by March 
of 2020. These assessments will 
determine whether and how much 
air conditioning can be installed at 
each school. The schools can then 
choose to purchase air conditioning 
if they have adequate funds, or to 
seek air conditioning donations to 
the school.

I will continue to work with our 
Kohala schools to keep these proj-
ects moving forward. If you have 
suggestions, observations, or con-
cerns, please contact me anytime at 
my offi  ce at 808-586-8510 or 

reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov. 
Mahalo!

County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Tim Richards

Photo courtesy of Tim Richards 
Councilmember Tim Richards 

represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai’i County Council District 9.

Aloha! Once again, it is time for 
the monthly update from our offi  ce.

HAWAI‘I ENTERPRISE 
ZONES (EZ) PROGRAM 

The Hawai‘i County Council 
approved Resolution 400-19, specif-
ically Nominating the North Kohala 
Enterprise Zone for Re-Designation 
by the Governor. This program was 
established within the State Depart-
ment of Business, Economic Devel-
opment and Tourism (DBEDT) by 
the Hawai‘i State Legislature to 
help stimulate certain types of busi-
ness activity and increase employ-
ment in targeted areas of the state, 
as identifi ed through census data. 
The purpose of this program is to 
reduce poverty and foster economic 
development by providing incen-

tives for investment, job creation 
and retention while promoting 
local ownership and control (com-
munity-based economic develop-
ment) by providing incentives for 
certain kinds of businesses already 
accepted in the community. Eligible 
businesses that satisfy EZ hiring 
requirements are exempt from the 
Hawai‘i General Excise Tax (GET) 
on eligible revenues and can claim 
partial personal or corporate non-
refundable income tax and state 
unemployment premium credits 
for up to seven consecutive years. 
Eligible businesses also qualify for 
a GET exemption on work done at 
their site by a Hawai‘i State licensed 
contractor or sub-contractor. The 
counties also off er additional incen-

December Contributors
Lisa Andrews, Deborah Ardolf, 
Jessica Bautista, Gail Byrne, 

Judy Donovan, Marcus 
Douglas, Susan Grant, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Hemp_in_Kentucky, https://

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octopus, 
https://www.fl ickr.com/photos/

thehenryford, Jill Kupitz, KNKR 
96.1 FM, Kohala High School, 
Kohala Hospital, Jesse Lucas, 
Pam Madden, Kathy Matsuda, 

Margo McFedries, Glenn 
Morello, Diana Moriarty, Leslie 

Nugent, Tim Richards, Christine 
Richardson, Joan Shropshire, 
Joleen Soares, David Tarnas, 
Lynda Wallach, Diann Wilson, 

Toni Withington
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HAWAII
PACIFIC

BROKERS LLC www.BigIsle.com
REAL ESTATE • DEVELOPMENT • SALES

65-1323 KAWAIHAE ROAD • KAMUELA, HAWAII 96743 
• OFFICE: (808) 885-5557 • FAX: (808) 885-4895

Charles A. Anderson, PB
(RB17210) 
808-895-5554 
charlie@bigisle.com

Private estate home on 3.5 landscaped 
acres overlooking the ocean. 

Sliding pocket doors in living area 
open onto a spacious, covered lanai 

and spectacular ocean views. 
Open-beamed vaulted ceilings in 
kitchen, living and dining rooms. 
Designed to allow cooling by the 

trade winds and is comfortable year 
round.  Spectacular ocean views. 
Bamboo windbreaks and other 

exotic trees and plants create a lush, 
tropical setting.

MLS 631349     $1,575,000

AWAIIAWAII
CIFICCIFIC

OKERS LLCOKERS LLC

O SO S

MLS 631349    

North Kohala 
Custom Home

tives, such as incremental property 
tax relief, priority permit processing 
or fee waivers. To learn more, please 
visit: https://invest.hawaii.gov/
business/ez/ or call Jane Horike at 
the County Department of Research 
and Development at 961-8366.

BILL 109
Bill 109 amends Chapter 2, Arti-

cle 40, Section 2-107 of the Hawai‘i 
County Code 1983 (2016 Edition, as 
amended), relating to the referral of 
bills for ordinances to the Environ-
mental Management Commission 
(EMC). The intent of this bill is to 
clarify the ambiguity stated in the 
County Code; allowing the EMC 
the leverage of their vote to a “neu-
tral recommendation” if the Coun-
cil does not receive a reply from 
EMC, on matters relative to Chapter 
20 or 21 of the County Code, within 
the mandated 45-day window. This 
allows the Council to continue the 
conversation of the identifi ed legis-
lation or communication as it awaits 
word from EMC. County Depart-
ment of Environmental Manage-
ment Director William Kucharski 
supports Bill 109 as it streamlines 
the process and amends any no 
reply from EMC from a negative 
recommendation to a neutral rec-
ommendation. This should assist 
both EMC and the Council going 
forward.

2020 HAWAI‘I STATE ASSO-
CIATION OF COUNTIES (HSAC) 
LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE – Relat-
ing to Transient Accommodations 
Tax (TAT)

In preparation for the upcom-
ing session of the Hawai‘i State 
Legislature, each County provides 
potential bills for consideration to 
HSAC for lobbying during the next 
legislation session. Among the eight 
potential bills accepted by HSAC 
is one I off ered concerning TAT, to 
eff ect change in fi nancing for the 
County Department of Parks and 
Recreation (P&R) statewide. As the 
intent of TAT in the mid-1980s was 
to help off set the impact of tourism 
on our counties, the requested fund-
ing would be specifi cally detailed to 
the maintenance and repair of our 
parks and recreational facilities for 
each island. 

Using Hawai‘i County as the 
poster child: 2019-2020 P&R mainte-
nance and repair budget is approxi-
mately $10.5 million. Increasing 
this budget by 20-30 percent would 
allow our County the resources to 

maintain our facilities, which are 
aging and thus always in need of 
maintenance and repair.

Relating to TAT specifi cally, 
statewide collections for 2018 
were approximately $591 million. 
Of that, a total of $103 million is 
allocated to the four counties for 
their general fund. The split for 
this funding is: City and County 
of Honolulu, 44.1%; Maui County, 
22.8%; Hawai‘i County, 18.6%; 

Photo courtesy of Lisa Andrews
Kohala residents Lisa Andrews, Topher Dean and Drew Chance joined other climate change activists and 

community members from the district of Kohala.

Climate Strike Action

Kaua‘i County, 14.5%. Looking at 
the budgets and assuming the total 
TAT will increase each year, using 
a mere 3.5% of total TAT revenues 
would yield approximately $17.2 
million for this year alone. Using 
the metric that is currently used, 
this would yield a bit over $3.5 mil-
lion for Hawai‘i County – game 
changing for our P&R maintenance 
and repair budget.

Support for this legislation has 

been received by the four counties 
and the HSAC Executive Commit-
tee, who will be working on devel-
oping support from our legislators 
within the State House and Senate. 
Stay tuned and submit testimony to 
get this bill passed.

As always, it continues to be 
a great privilege to serve as your 
Councilman. Wishing each one of 
you a very Merry Christmas and a 
happy and prosperous 2020!

On the morning of December 3, Kohala residents held signs and waved during this year’s second Climate 
Change Strike, fashioned to get the attention of our political representatives. This gathering of North and South 
Kohala residents was organized by 18-year-old Malie Culp.

ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi Kēkēmapa 2019 (December)

Ka Makani
By Jesse Lucas

Ka Makani means the wind or windy. There are several names for wind 
within each moku (district) of the Big Island. ‘Āpa’apa’a is the name for 
the strong wind of Kohala. Pu’ukōlea is the name of the wind of Kapa’au. 
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61-3616 Kawaihae Rd, Waimea, HI 96743 • (808) 882-7771

Experience live music
& casual dining under the stars.

Now Open Wednesday-Sunday ~ 5pm-Close

Open-Air Music Club & Pub

BLUE DRAGON TAVERN
Cosmic Musiquarium

Announcing New Wake & Take:
Grabbin' Dragon Breakfast

Breakfast Burritos & Coffee to go!

For more information & our entertainment calendar
visit: www.BlueDragonTavern.com

The Hawaii Health Systems 
Corporation has selected Anna 
Chiotti as the new Regional Chief 
Executive Offi  cer (CEO) of the West 
Hawaii region, which includes 
Kohala Hospital.

Chiotti will assume CEO duties 
on January 2. Jay Kreuzer will offi  -
cially retire as CEO on December 31 
but will remain involved in regional 
strategic planning in 2020.

Chiotti has over 30 years of 
healthcare leadership experience. 
She is a nurse leader by training, 
with a strong background in hos-
pital and medical center manage-
ment. 

She has held leadership roles 
including Chief Nursing Offi  cer, 
Chief Operating Offi  cer and Vice 
President at a number of large 
organizations including Providence 
Healthcare, San Ramon Regional 
Medical Center, California Pacifi c 
Medical Center and Kaiser Perma-
nente.

Frank Sayer, DDS and West 
Hawaii Region Board Chair said 
the CEO selection process involved 
a lengthy, nationwide search.

“The Board is confi dent that 

New CEO for Kohala Hospital Named

Anna is a leader well suited for the 
West Hawaii Region and our unique 
culture,” said Sayre. “She possesses 
a deep knowledge of all aspects 
of healthcare. Her experience in 
the areas of patient care, hospital 
operations, quality, fi nancial man-
agement and strategic development 
indicates that she is the best choice 
to continue moving forward with 
the region’s strategic initiatives.”

Chiotti earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence Nursing and a Master of Sci-
ence Nursing, both from St. Mary’s 
College, Samuel Merritt College in 
Oakland, California.

Kohala Hospital is a Criti-
cal Access Hospital with acute 
and long-term care services and a 
24-hour emergency room that sup-
ports the North Kohala community. 
It is a member of the Hawaii Health 
Systems Corporation, a special 
agency of the state of Hawaii estab-
lished in 1996. 

Its mission is to provide a heal-
ing environment to the community 
of North Kohala through the provi-
sion of quality health care services 
with emphasis on quality of life to 
all patients and residents.

Photo courtesy of Kohala Hospital 
Anna Chiotti has been named as the new Chief Executive Offi cer of 

Kohala Hospital. 

Th H H l h S A i l d ll it d f th

Credit: Kohala Hospital
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Industrial machinery for: planing, 
jointing, 37” Widebelt, slab flattening, 

lumber resawing, spray finishing, 
light timber framing, mortising. Molding 

profiles. We can assist in design and 
build out of  custom cabinetry, tables. 
Hourly rates, large orders by the foot,
By appointment only. Ask for Kepani.

Kepaniwaiola@gmail.com
808-769-1968

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

You can sponsor our projects and the Center with a tax-deduc  ble dona  on to
NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi, HI 96719 • 889-5523• 

www.northkohala.org
A great way to love Kohala!

On behalf of our Board of Directors 
and Staff we send our warmest wishes 

for a happy and healthy New Year.
Thank you to the Russell Family Foundation 

and the Dorrance Family Foundation for their 
continued and generous support of the 

Center and numerous community projects.

By Diann Wilson
How many women does it take 

to make a diff erence? While one 
woman’s donation of $100 can 
make an impact, a collective dona-
tion of $10,000 can a much bigger 
one. This is the power of collective 
giving and this is the premise of the 
organization 100 Women Who Care.

Many women want to get 
involved with volunteerism or 
charitable giving, but fi nding the 
time isn’t easy. But that time crunch 
is where 100 Women Who Care – 
North Hawaii, the local chapter of 
the 100 Who Care Alliance, hopes to 
make a diff erence. 

The women’s collective group 
meets just four times a year. By 
joining together, area women real-
ized that they could create a greater 
impact when helping charities. The 
organization yields a philanthropic 
eff ort of many instead of a single 
donor

The math is simple. One hour 
of time; one hundred dollars; one 
hundred women. A fast $10,000 to 
donate to a charity.

Here’s how it works: One hun-
dred women gather once a quarter 
(plus or minus because some mem-
bers can’t come, and some bring 
guests), the event is limited to one 
hour, and the moderators stick to it! 

At the meeting, representatives 

from up to three local charities 
each give a fi ve-minute presenta-
tion with a few more minutes for 
questions and answers from the 
audience. Members vote by secret 
ballot for the charity of their choice, 
and majority rules. Each member 
then writes a check to the charity 
that was chosen. Even those who 
can’t attend the meeting will write 
checks.

The North Hawaii chapter of 
100 Women Who Care was estab-
lished in 2015. The group is made 
up of women who are interested 
in supporting our community in 
North Hawaii by contributing to 
local charities together as a unit to 
increase the impact. 

Members join for various rea-
sons. Beth Bohn of North Kohala 
joined the organization in 2018. 
She joined because, “It’s a simple 
straightforward platform for rais-
ing funds for community-minded 
eff orts that may not get the atten-
tion of larger funders. It’s also a 
wonderful way to meet other like-
minded women who support our 
community.” 

Since its inception, the local 
chapter has funded a variety of 
programs in North Hawaii. When 
asked about any notable donations, 
Bohn said, “One of my favorite pro-
grams, The iPods for The Elderly 

program (a project of North Kohala 
Resource Center), was a past recipi-
ent and as a result will benefi t many 
of our seniors in North Kohala.”

In addition to iPods for seniors, 
money has been donated to help 
volunteer fi refi ghters pay for out-
of-pocket expenses. At one of the 
meetings, members voted to give 
money to purchase personal care 
items for local residents who were 
in need. Yet another contribution 
was made to Friends of the Future 
money for a domestic violence 
awareness walk and vigil.

At their October 26 meeting, the 
group voted to provide funding to 
the Annunciation Catholic Church 
Food Pantry to support their 
increased need for food during the 
Thanksgiving season. Last year, the 
food pantry provided meals to more 
than 400 families during month of 
November and they anticipate an 

equal or greater number will be 
seeking assistance this year.

Parent organization 100 Who 
Care Alliance is an international 
organization with numerous local 
chapters devoted to supporting 
area nonprofi ts. 

Keeping the organization struc-
ture simple and eff ective, the local 
chapter meets four times a year to 
choose North Hawaii community 
based nonprofi t organizations to 
support with a donation from each 
member. The organization recog-
nizes the power of people working 
together to build strong communi-
ties. 

The next meeting is scheduled 
for Saturday, January 25, at 2:00 
p.m. at Tutu’s House in Waimea. 
Guests are welcome but are not 
eligible to vote until they join. For 
further information, contact Clytie 
Mead at 808-937-8305. 

Women Making a Difference

Courtesy of 100 Women Who Care – North Hawaii
100 Women Who Care – North Hawaii is a charitable organization whose members use their collective power to donate a signifi cant sum to a local 

nonprofi t, approximately once per quarter. The group is a charter of the international organization 100 Who Care Alliance. 

NAKAHARA STORE

(808) 889-6449  | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm  Sun: 8am-3pm
Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree

Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts
HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP, & MAUI ONION SALSA
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Did you know? 
The Kohala Mountain  

News 
is online at

kohalamountainnews.com
Now SEARCHABLE 

back to 2011

CHRIS JOHNSON
GENERAL BUILDING CONTRACTOR

 BUILDER LLC #BC33522

Happy to quote 
your building

projects, 
large and small.

Professional 
home 

inspections, too.

Call 936-7064 or 
email:  kohalachris@gmail.com

References and projects online at: 
www.chrisbuilds.com

Two Newly Renovated Houses Available for Rent  
Both  have new beautiful fl ooring, stainless fridges, granite counters, paint inside & out.  

$1500/mo. rent includes water, lawn care, GE tax

www.algoodhi.com

Holly Algood, PB  
RB 22414

808-557-0354 cell
holly@algoodhi.com

55-3335A Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi
New kitchen cabinets, 2 bedrooms, 

bath with shower, mirrored sliding doors,
bonus room with washer/dryer hookups.

55-3335B Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi
One bedroom with; offi ce, large utility room, 

one car garage, new stainless gas stove,
washer dryer hookup, new on-demand gas water heater.

KNKR 96.1 FM Kohala Radio Weekly Schedule
Happy 5th Anniversary to KNKR!

World

Beat

Rhythms

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
7 - 10 AM 7 - 10 AM 7 - 11 AM 7 - 10 AM 7 - 11 AM 7 - 9 AM 7 - 10 AM

WOMEN’S 
VOICES

1 PM - 3 PM 12 - 2 PM 1 - 3 PM 12 - 1 PM 2 - 4 PM 11 AM - 12 PM 11 - 1 PM

3PM - 4 PM 2 - 4 PM 3 - 7 PM 1 - 4 PM 4 - 6 PM 12 - 3 PM 1 - 2 PM

4 - 5 PM 4 - 6 PM 7 - 10 PM 4 - 6 PM 6 - 7 PM 3 - 6 PM 2 - 4 PM

5 - 7 PM 6 - 7 PM 6 - 8 PM 7 - 8 PM 6 - 10 PM 4 - 7 PM

10 AM - 1 PM 10 AM - 12 PM 11 AM - 1 PM 10 AM - 12 PM 11 AM - 2 PM 9 AM - 11 AM 10 - 11 AM

WOWWOWOWOWWOWWOWOWOWWWOWWOWWOWOWOWWOWOWOWWOWOWOWOWOWWWWWWWWWWWWWOWWOWWWWWOWWOWWOWOWOWWWWOWWWOOOWOWWWOOWWOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
VOVOVVOOVOVOVOOVOVOVOVOOVOOVOOOOOOVOVOOOOOOOVOOOOVOVOOVVOVOVVOVVVOVOOO

4 - 6 PM

UNcLE DAVID’S 
BIG SHOW

KUKAKUKA
WITH KALANI

7 - 10 PM 7 - 9 PM 8  - 10 PM 8  - 10 PM

7 - 10 PM 9 - 10 PM 10 PM - 7 AM 8 PM - 10 PM 8 PM - 10 PM 7 - 10 PM

Martini 

Mondays

tutu's talk 
story

4 - 6 PM

DOO WOP

P-love’s
Plush Lounge

DEEP HOUSE  
CHILL JAZZ                      

GROOVY VOCALS

WOMEN’S 
VOICES

FUNKLE 
GREG 

Encore:  
Funkle Greg

Encore: 
Tani’s World

Encore: Tutus 

Talk Story

Encore: 
Healing 

Consciousness

Encore: 
Women’s 

Voices

Encore:
Cosmic 

Cowgirl

Encore:
KUKAKUKA

Encore:
Aloha 
Country

Encore: 
Music

Magazine

Encore:
Plush 

Lounge

Encore:
Uncle David’s 

Big Show

Encore:
Love Drive

Encore: 
Martini 

Mondays

Encore:  
Gold Star 

Listening 

Library

Encore:   
World Beat 

Rhythms

Encore: Doo 

Wop

Encore:  Mila’s 

Lunch Wagon

Encore: 
Riding Home

Encore: 
Michael’s Mix

TANI'S

WORLD
Mila’s 
Lunch 
Wagon

HEALING 

CONCIOUSNESS

6 - 10 PM

SONGS
IN 
THE 
KEY 
OF 
G

MUSIC
MAGAZINE

WORKING
HARD

OR
HARDLY

WORKING
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889-5555

Happy New Year 
from ALL of us!!!

Kohala Adventure Series

By Jill Kupitz
North Kohala is known for our 

quality adventure tourism, such 
as ziplining, fl uming, and ATV 
touring. With people travelling 
the world to see the very things 
we get to live every day, I believe 
we all owe it to ourselves to give 
these exciting tours a try. But out-
side of those special days, where 
do we most often fi nd ourselves? 
At the ocean. North Kohala may 
not have the pristine beaches that 
South Kohala boasts, but we also 
don’t have the enormous hotels and 
the crowds of visitors diluting the 
experience of being one with our 
‘āina and kai. Although much of 
North Kohala’s coastline is inacces-
sible due to high cliff s and rugged 
coastline, the few spots we have 
are beautiful and often times can 
be enjoyed in solitude. From beach 
parks like Mahukona and Kapa’a 
to one of our many off -road trails 
to the shoreline, beach time doesn’t 
have to be sandy in North Kohala. 

It’s Saturday morning and you 
need to get the kids out of the house. 
Where should you go? Mahukona, 
with its concrete entry and a ladder 
to enter the water from is a surefi re 
bet to please both parents and keiki 
alike. 

A favorite spot for many in our 
town, you almost always will see an 
old friend or make a new one. The 
water is a perfect spot for anyone 
new to snorkeling and is almost 
always calm during the summer 
months. While heavily traffi  cked, 
the bay has enough sea life to keep 
your interest and the outskirts 
enjoy healthier reef and plentiful 
fi sh. This spot to scuba dive is a 
personal favorite of mine because 
of the scores of menpachi (brick sol-
dierfi sh) seen hiding under ledges 
and anywhere dark and cavernous.

Kohala Coast Offers Snorkel and Scuba Adventures

Whether you’re snorkeling or 
scuba diving, once in the water, one 
is immediately immersed in a world 
so foreign from our own existence. 
Hungry groups of lau‘ipala (yellow 
tang) feed on algae in the shal-
lows, young papio (bluefi n trev-
ally) curiously check you out and, 
if you have the eye, a he’e (octopus) 
will show itself for a brief moment 
while it dashes from one hiding 
place to another. This underwater 
world with all its creatures can be 
a playground for our bodies and 
souls. No matter the sport, being in 
the water can lead to a great deal of 
adventure. 

If you’ve never snorkeled before, 
setting yourself up is easy and inex-
pensive. Garage sales and thrift 
stores in town are often selling used 

masks, snorkels and fi ns, which can 
work just fi ne for beginners. Once 
you know you like it, you may 
choose to invest in a good set of gear 
from your preferred dive shop. But 
most importantly, don’t forget the 
goop! Contrary to popular belief, 
spit does not work to keep your 
mask from fogging. Instead, dilute 
a bottle of baby shampoo by half, 
swirl a little bit of that around in 
your mask and rinse lightly before 
putting it on. Your eyes won’t burn, 
and you’ll be seeing clear as can be 
while you swim with the fi shes.

Now if you already love snor-
keling and you’ve ever thought of 
trying out scuba, there’s no place 
better to try it out than Hawaii. Most 
dive operators on island off er open 
water certifi cation courses and will 

help walk you through the process. 
Dive shops will even off er introduc-
tory courses, where an instructor 
will work with you one-on-one in 
the pool and in the ocean. The pur-
pose of the open water training is to 
introduce the concepts involved in 
the science of diving, train students 
how to use their equipment and 
teach them to react appropriately if 
problems arise. The goal is to prac-
tice the skills enough so that they 
become second nature. 

Once under the water, you 
are transported to a place where 
relatively few humans have been. 
Descending to 30, or even 60, feet 
underwater allows you to not only 
view large animals like fi sh, turtles 
and sharks, but also tiny things like 
cleaner shrimp and the Easter eggs 
of the sea: nudibranchs. 

Nudibranchs are related to 
snails and slugs, and can be found 
in every color of the rainbow. Their 
bright colors help to either cam-
oufl age them or warn predators 
that they are poisonous, and their 
frill-like appendages help them to 
breathe. There are over 3,000 spe-
cies of nudibranch, so although 
they are hard to spot, fi nding one is 
always an exciting moment. 

Scuba can be a very rewarding 
activity, and once you’ve gotten cer-
tifi ed the cost may not be as much 
as you may think. Boat dives are a 
lot of fun, but Hawaii has numer-
ous ocean access points in which to 
get in the water and be immediately 
over the reef. Swim spots like Mos-
quito Cove and Tabras along the 
drive from Kawaihae to Hawi are 
accessible with 4-wheel drive only, 
but that doesn’t mean you can’t 
pack your gear in a backpack and 
hike on down for a little exercise on 
land and in the water. This is easier 

Photo by Jill Kupitz
Tabras swim spot along Kohala Coast.

See Scuba on Page 11
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Open Daily  10 - 6    889-0760
Downtown Hawi

    elements@ElementsJewelryandCrafts.com

Jewelry, Art and Gifts

Showcasing the work of over
80 Hawaii Artists

Handmade in Hawai’i

Green, recycled and fair trade
crafts, toys and bags

“We are so pleased that everything 
has come together smoothly.  
Thanks to your expertise.”         

 M. Watson

RE/MAX   Hall of Fame
Off :  808-889-5505 
Cell: 808-989-5995

April K. Lee, 
RB, BA, CCIM, ABR, E-Pro          

BUY      SELL    
EXCHANGE 

      43+ years of Experience

     

By Toni Withington
Eight projects for purchase of 

important coastal lands in North 
Kohala have been named to the 
mayor’s 2019 annual priority list 
for public purchase using the 
County’s Open Space Fund. 

The Public Access, Open Space 
and Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Commission (PONC) this year 
named twelve projects around the 
County during a year-long process 
of selection.

The fund is made by setting 
aside two percent of the property 
tax revenue of the County for pur-
chase of land and conservation 
easements to protect important 
places from development in perpe-
tuity. 

Many of the top ranked projects 
already have matching funds lined 
up to augment the County’s share.

Currently the Finance Depart-
ment has an agreement to purchase 
93 acres of private land at Kapanaia 
Bay, which is two of fi ve parcels 
within the Hapu’u to Kapanaia 
Cultural Corridor along Kohala’s 
north coast. 

These lands, which are the 
homeland of King Kamehameha I, 
were named priority three on this 
year’s list. 

With the help of four Kohala 
community groups, the County 
acquired matching funds from the 
State Legacy Land Preservation 
Fund for the $2.9 million purchase.

Within the corridor, the County 
had purchased another 23-acre 
parcel at Hapu’u Bay in 2018. 
The County Council has already 
approved a resolution calling for 
the department to negotiate for the 
two remaining parcels.

Ranking number four on the 
PONC list is Mahukona: 434 acres 
of land between Mahukona and 
Kapa’a Parks. 

This land, once slated for resort 
development, is studded with his-
toric sites, two heiau and several 
shines. 

It was once Crown Land, and 
is Kohala’s prime ocean recreation 
area. Mahukona has appeared on 
the PONC list almost every year 
since the fund was created by a 
voter initiative in 2006.

The four Kohala groups that 

Kohala Again Scores Many Coast 
Lands on PONC List

annually nominate lands to 
PONC are Malama Na Wahi Pana 
O Kohala, Ka Makani O Kohala 
Ohana, Malama Kohala Kahakai 
and Maika’i Kamakani O Kohala.

The two projects ranking one 
and two are conservation easement 
purchases in Ka’u and South Kona. 
Manaka’a Fishing Village is 348 
acres makai of Na’alehu. 

The 1.2 miles of coastline has 
already received approval of 
matching Legacy Land funding. 
The Haloa Aina Royal Sandal-
wood Forest in mauka Keauhou is 
2,780 acres of native dry forest and 
pastureland which the owner has 
begun replanting in sandalwood 
trees. 

The project has already received 
approval for matching federal and 
state funding.

The purchase of number fi ve 
on the list, Amy Greenwell Ethno-
botanical Garden, was announced 
as complete last month, also using 
matching funds.

Back to Kohala, number six 
is Halelua, a mile-long stretch of 
cliff  coast between Kauhola Point 
(Lighthouse) and the already pur-
chased land at Hapu’u. 

One of the district’s preferred 
fi shing areas, it is also connected to 
the legacy of Kamehameha.

The next fi ve projects are, like 
Mahukona, on the leeward coast 
consisting of land between Akoni 
Pule Highway and the ocean. 

Seven and eight are Kaupalaoa 
and Lamaloloa, both once desig-
nated for resort development. Nine 
is Honoipu at the base of Old Coast 
Guard Road and formerly part of 
the Loran Station. 

Keawenui, number ten, is a 166-
acre parcel that is covered with 
historic sites and several attractive 
coves. Kukuipahu- Haena Corridor 
is a long stretch of land owned by 
Parker Ranch between Kapa’a Park 
and the subdivisions at Puakea.

The fi nal project on the list is 
Pohue Bay at Kahuku in the Ka’u 
District. 

The giant parcel of 16,457 acres 
has been on the PONC list repeat-
edly and is strongly supported by 
the Ka’u community. 

The Open Space Fund currently 
has a balance of close to $20 million.

to do with simply snorkel gear, of 
course, but the idea is to get out 
there and enjoy all the opportunities 
your home provides. Experience 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octopus 
The Hawaiian day octopus lives in coral reefs.

Photo by Pam Madden
Clumpy nudibranch can be spotted right off our shores. 

all that North Kohala has to off er, 
whether it’s a scheduled adventure 
tour or a tour of your own through 
our beautiful land and sea.   
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Weekly Events in  JANUARY 2020

Email weekly calendar listings to:  kohalacalendar@gmail.com

-

Kohala Sports
DAY START END EVENT VENUE CONTACT

MON 6:30AM 7:30AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

9AM Kohala Senior Club meeting 
kohalaseniors@gmail.com

CIVIC CENTER

9AM 1PM EARLY LEARNING WITH CATHY MORGAN HUB CLUB 889-0404

3PM 3:45PM Capoeira - 3-6 YEARS HUB Barn 889-0404

4PM 5PM Capoeira - Youth HUB Barn 889-0404

5PM 6PM Insanity Classes with Ross Pagat Solid Rock North Church 989-0966

5:30pm 8:30pm Open Studio clay cottage 889-0404

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes hisaoka gym 895-2025

7PM Al-Anon meeting Kohala Mission School 895-2094

TUES 6:30AM 7:30AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

9AM 10:30am Tai Chi HUB Hale 889-0404

9am 1pm Keiki Hawaiian Culture & Customs hub barn 889-0404

3PM 5PM SCRABBLE FOR TEENS & ADULTS NORTH KOHALA LIBRARY 889-6655

5PM 6PM MEDITATION COURSE Intergenerational 
center

917-293-
3427

5pm 6pm Insanity Classes with Ashlee Cheek Solid Rock North Church 989-0966

5pm 6pm ButiFitness hub hale 889-0404

6pm 7pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

6:30PM 7:30PM Belly Dancing - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

wed 7am walk with a doc Kamehameha Park 889-1570

8:30AM 9:30AM PILATES PLUS HUB HALE 889-0404

9AM 1PM EARLY LEARNING WITH CATHY MORGAN HUB CLUB 889-0404

1:30PM 3:30PM Afterschool Lego® Creations NORTH KOHALA LIBRARY 889-6655

1:30PM 3:30PM Teens X2 Social  11-19 yrs Artists' co-op 989 5995

1:30PM 2:30pm Beginner Ballet hub hale 889-0404

2pm 4pm open guided art studio Artists' co-op 783-1158

2:30pm 3:30pm Youth Beginner Ballet hub hale 889-0404

5pm 6pm Tai Chi hub hale 889-0404

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes walker hall 895-2025

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-0404

7PM Alcoholics Anonymous Wylie Hall,  ‘Iole Rd 889-6703

THU 6:30AM 7:30AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

9am 1pm Keiki Hawaiian Culture & Customs hub barn 889-0404

4PM 5:30PM Jan’s Yoga - Intermediate HUB Hale 889-0404

5pm 6pm MEDITATION COURSE intergenerational 
center

917-293-
3427

5PM 6pm Insanity Classes with Ross Pagat Solid Rock North Church 989-0966

5:30PM 8:30PM Ceramics -guided open studio HUB Clay Cottage 889-0404

6pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

FRI 9AM 11AM Tai Chi - all HUB Hale 889-0404

9AM 1PM EARLY LEARNING WITH CATHY MORGAN HUB CLUB 889-0404

9am 10:15am Tai Chi hub hale 889-0404

9am A Healing Circle for addicts, 
alcoholics, people who love them

Nani's Garden
Konea 'O Kukui

805-452-
9501

10AM 10:30AM Preschool Story time ages 2-5 North Kohala Library 889-6655

3:30pm 4:30pm Youth Hip Hop hub barn 889-0404

SAT 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

10am 11am Qi Gong hub hale 889-0404

Sun 9AM 10:30AM yoga with jan - beginner HUB Hale 889-0404

10AM 11AM Seibukan Karate Academy HAWI FARMERS MARKET 889-0404

10am 11am West African Drumming class Artists' Co-op 987-4243

10:30AM 12PM yoga with jan - Intermediate HUB Hale 889-0404

11:30am 12:30pm West African Dance class Artists' Co-op 987-4243

3:30pm 5pm Crystal Alchemy Singing Bowl 
Sound Bath -Bi-Weekly

hub hale 889-0404

4:30PM 5:30PM Tango - Beginner HUB Hale 889-0404

5:30PM 6:30PM Tango - Intermediate HUB Hale 889-0404

6PM 7PM dharma recovery meeting clay cottage 464-4411

RESTAURANT

Fresh Fish
Tacos
Dogs

Vegetarian

OPEN EVERYDAY
MON - SAT: 11AM - 5PM

SUN: 11AM - 3PM
ON THE HIGHWAY IN KAPAAU

KAMA'AINA DISCOUNT

808-315-1542

Aloha! Progress continues 
with Roots Skatepark’s phase two 
expansion. Volunteers, led by Brian 
Sandlin, are helping to construct 
additional, exciting terrain features. 
Construction will carry on inter-
mittently as winter weather, the 
holiday season and New Year cel-
ebrations approach. 

For more information, to make 
a contribution or to get involved, 
please contact Richey Riggs at 808-
895-2909 or skate4roots@yahoo.
com. Visit Skate4roots.wordpress.

Kohala Roots Skatepark 
Taking Shape

com to fi nd more information, 
including a link to PayPal for dona-
tions, or fi nd the project at roots_
skatepark on Instagram. 

Roots Skatepark is a project of 
Roots Advocates for Youth, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofi t organization spon-
sored by the North Kohala Com-
munity Resource Center. A quick 
link to donate to the project can be 
found at www.northkohala.org/
projects/current-project-summa-
ries. Scroll down the page to Roots 
Skatepark.  

Photo by Marcus Douglas
Roots Skatepark development continually evolves the shape of the 
landscape, with two new stunts installed in the last three months.

Credit: Noah Kolly
Noah Kolly, ripping it up at Roots Skatepark.
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THE AMAZING TOOTH BUS

Now seeing patients:

20 years and younger with

• HMSA
• HDS
• Private
• Medicaid (QUEST)
• HMSA Private
• Self Pay 
   for Children Only

Dental Services
● Exams
● Cleanings
● Digital x-rays
● Fillings
● Extractions
● And more!

The Amazing Toothbus located at 
53-3925 Akoni Pule Highway Kapa'au, 96755
Call 889-5453 to schedule and appointment

Kohala Huntahs

Photo by Marcus Douglas
Kalani Fernandez and his uncle Koa take in a big kill right in our Kohala 

backyard. 

In this exclusive player profi le, 
we interview tenth-grader Riley 
Preston about his experience play-
ing soccer for Kohala High School. 

KMN: What do you get out of 
high school soccer? 

Riley: The spirit of everyone is 
really motivating, and that pushes 
me to work harder and grow as a 
player. 

KMN: Thinking about team-
work and the real world, how 
does soccer relate to your future 
goals? 

Riley: Soccer is a team sport. 
You will always have to work 
with people in your future, so 
soccer helps me build bonds that 
help me to work with people. 

KMN: What inspires you to 
play so much soccer all year long?

Riley: Defi nitely the Kohala 
spirit; I feel like I can grow and 
achieve my goals.

KMN: About Coach Daniel: 
What would he want you to get 
from his coaching?

Riley: He would want me to 
learn skills of everyday life from 
soccer, and he always says that I 
should be pushing and growing 
every day from every experience. 

KMN: What would you like 
people to know about your coach 
and his style? 

Riley: Coach Daniel truly cares 
for all the players and he works 
hard to have everyone grow; he 
does not leave anyone out.

Kohala Soccer on the Run in 2019

Photo by Riley Preston
The Kohala High School soccer team stretches on the fi eld while listening 

to Coach Daniel. 

Photo by Marcus Douglas
Riley Preston, tenth grade, is a 

member of the Kohala High School 
soccer team.

Freds
Contracting

Excavating Trenching Grading
Land Management

License #C37076

Alfred Figueroa
808-769-2755

P.O. Box 435 Kapaau, HI 96755

Combat Veteran Owned & Operated
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Lawn Maintenance 
Landscape Maintenance 

Landscape Design & Install 
Green Waste Removal 

Road Work  
Trucking 
Excavation 
Land Clearing 
Nursery  

808-430-8198

Licensed Contractors CT-35671 
Cer 1

Irrigation 
Fencing 

Carpentry 

Chipping 

Nursery.com

y.   Nurser

THE 
COQUI CORNERC R

Aloha and Happy Holidays. Our eradication teams continue
to treat coqui around Kohala.  Iole, Niulii, Union Mill, Kaauhuhu,
 Kohala Nursery, Pratt Road, Makapala, and the Transfer Station 

were treated by our crews and volunteers.

Mahalo to those of you who have been taking care of the coqui
in your yards. Please continue to be vigilant and treat the coqui

on your property. Apathy is not the way.

For information and ways that you can learn how to treat the coqui 
at home call the              

COQUI INFORMATION LINE AT 889-1777
Mahalo to the State and County 

for supporting our efforts.

        Tax-deductible donations are gratefully accepted 
       through: NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi Hawaii 96719
    
     

BOY’S BASKETBALL  
REGISTRATION

AGES 9 THROUGH 14

FREE REGISTRATION INCLUDES UNIFORM
COURTESY OF SURETY KOHALA CORP.

REGISTER ONLINE AT KCAA.ONLINE 
THROUGH JANUARY 6

PRACTICE FIRST HALF JANUARY
GAMES MID-JANUARY THROUGH EARLY MARCH 

AT HISAOKA GYM
SPONSORED BY THE

KOHALA COMMUNITY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (KCAA)
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT TOM AT 345-0706

The Kohala Boys Basketball 
team is looking strong this year, 
with a big infl ux of new freshman 
players and all of last year’s expe-
rienced players returning. We even 
have an old Kohala favorite on our 
coaching staff  this year: Chance 
Pang. 

On November 20, at the Waiakea 
Invitational Pre-season Tourna-
ment, the Kohala Cowboys played 
against the Aiea Na Aliʻi. The Cow-
boys came out on top in the end, 
with a score of 58-69. 

Leading scorers for the Cowboys 
were last year’s Big Island Inter-
scholastic Federation (BIIF) MVP 
Oshen Cazimero with 29 points, 
and junior Moses Emeliano with 11 
points. 

The Cowboys defense was tena-
cious in their fi rst basketball game. 
According to forward Moses Emil-

Kohala Boys Basketball Starts 
Season Strong

Photo by Coach Reeve Cazimero
The Kohala High School Boys Basketball Varsity Team

Front row (left to right): Zhane Ching, Elijah Antonio, Koby Agbayani, Zak 
Javillonar and Jeffrey Francisco 

Back row (left to right): Kahiau Kapeliela, O’shen Cazimero, Molonai 
Emeliano, La’akea Kauka, Moses Emeliano and Keoni Barco

The Kohala High School Boys Basketball Junior Varsity Team 
Photo by Coach Reeve Cazimero

Front row (left to right): Jace Hook, Ashton Bolosan, Legend Libron, 
Logan Neves and Easton Hoshida 

Back row (left to right): Trever Figueroa, Keale Valenzuela, Tasi Sauta, 
Isiah Castillo, Makai Pang and Onipa’a Tavares Matsuda

iano, the Cowboys “always has that 
hard-working defense. Defense 
wins championships.” No doubt, 
the Cowboys are striving for the 
championship. Emiliano adds, 
“Even though it was our fi rst game 
and we won, I think we got a lot to 
improve on.” 

Point guard Jeff rey Francisco 
feels that success for his teammates 
looks like “winning the BIFF and 
State Championships,” whereas 
forward Zhane Ellazar-Ching 
envisions success this season as 
“winning games as team.” Ashton 
Bolosan says, “I just love to play the 
game.” 

The Boys team would like to 
thank the community for their sup-
port and invites everyone to come 
out and root for Cowboys Basket-
ball at Kamehameha Park’s Hisa-
oka Gym. 

At Kohala High School, students 
are empowered to follow their 
learning passions and make choices 
about what and how they learn. It is 
community service volunteers such 
as Jiu Jitsu Instructor and Cham-
pion Kahana Cordiero that makes 
this possible every Friday afternoon 
in what the school calls Resource 
Class. 

On the mat with his students, 
warming up for their Friday session of 
jiu-jitsu instruction, Kahana says, “It is 
my passion to work with these kids.” 

Brazilian jiu-jitsu (BJJ) is a mar-
tial art, combat sport and a self-

Kahana Cordiero Takes It to the Mat in 
New Studio

Photo by Marcus Douglas
Instructor Kahana Cordiero and students in his Kohala High School 

Brazilian jiu-jitsu (BJJ) Resource Class. 
Clockwise, starting at left: Marc Vincent Pambid, Kahana Cordiero, Daniel 

Cordiero, Skyler Caravalho, Dennis  Matsuda and Raimana Akau
defense system that focuses on 
grappling and ground fi ghting. 
Brazilian jiu-jitsu promotes the con-
cept that a smaller, weaker person 
can successfully defend against a 
bigger, stronger assailant by using 
leverage and proper technique, 
most notably by applying joint-
locks and chokeholds to defeat the 
other person. 

If you would like to take classes, 
just stop by Solid Rock North 
Church on Hawi Road. Alterna-
tively, on any given day, you may 
fi nd Kahana beautifying and main-
taining the Kohala Village HUB.  
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J. Lorenzo Construction
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time

• Residential, commercial,
  industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432
lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

• 35 years of experience 
  with projects done all
  over Kohala

T-BALL/PITCHBALL
REGISTRATION
BOYS AND GIRLS AGES 5 THROUGH 8

FREE REGISTRATION INCLUDES UNIFORM
COURTESY OF TAKATA STORE

REGISTER ONLINE AT KCAA.ONLINE THROUGH JANUARY 1
PRACTICE EARLY JANUARY

GAMES MID-JANUARY THROUGH END OF FEBRUARY 
AT KAMEHAMEHA PARK

SPONSORED BY THE
KOHALA COMMUNITY ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (KCAA)

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT TOM AT 345-0706

2012
& 2013

Kathie Babben
Waxing
Luxury Facials
Acne Treatment & Peels
Microcurrent Face Lifting

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Skin care
with 

30 years
experience

SkincarebyKathie.com
    333-4843

m

m

m

m

Coached by Ui Lorenzo, the 
Kohala High School Girls Bas-
ketball team is warming up to 
create some hot action on the 

Girls Basketball Shoots for Teamwork

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Friday          Dec 20 Konawaena @ 6:00PM

Saturday    Jan 04 Honokaa H 6:00PM

Tuesday      Jan 07 Ka’u H 6:00PM

Friday          Jan 10 Hawaii Prep H 6:00PM

Monday       Jan 13 Kealakehe H 6:00PM

Wednesday Jan 15 Kea’au H 6:00PM

Tuesday      Jan 21  Kamehameha H 6:00PM

Tue-Wed  Jan 28-29  BIIF PLAYOFFS @ CIVIC TBD

Wed-Sat Feb 05-08 HHSAA BIIF Host TBD

Head Coach:  Galo Fernandez                                     
Assitant Coaches: Ui Lorenzo, Sandi Cho

BOYS BASKETBALL

Saturday      Dec 28 Ka’u @ 6:00PM

Thursday      Jan 02 Hilo H 6:00PM

Monday        Jan 06 Honokaa @ 6:00PM

Wednesday  Jan 08 Parker H 6:00PM

Saturday       Jan 11 Waiakea H 6:00PM

Tuesday       Jan 14 Konawaena H 6:00PM

Thursday      Jan 16 St. Joseph H 7:00AM

Monday        Jan 20 Kamehameha @ 6:00PM

Wednesday  Jan 22 Pahoa H 6:00PM

Monday        Jan 27 Kea’au @ 6:00PM

Thursday      Jan 30 Hawaii Prep @ 6:00PM

Friday           Jan 31 Kanu O Ka ʻĀina H 6:00PM

Tue-Wed Feb 04-05 BIIF PLAYOFFS @ Kealakehe TBD

Thu-Sat  Feb 13-15 HHSAA Oahu TBD

Head Varsity Coach: Kihei Kapeliela                                                       
Assistant Coach: Reeve Cazimero

Head JV Coach: Beau Cazimero 
Assistant Coach: Chance Pang

SOCCER

Saturday      Dec 21 Kealakehe H 3:00PM

Monday       Dec 23 Ka’u @ 3:00PM

Saturday      Jan 04 Konawaena @ 3:00PM

Monday       Jan 06 Honokaa @ 3:00PM

Thursday     Jan 09 Waiakea H 3:00PM

Saturday      Jan 11 Hilo @ 3:00PM

Wednesday Jan 15 Makua Lani H 3:00PM

Saturday      Jan 18 Kamehameha H 3:00PM

Wed/Sat Jan 29/ Feb 01 BIIF PLAYOFFS @ HPA TBD

Thu-Sat Feb 13-15 HHSAA Oahu TBD

Head Coach: Daniel Perez

SWIMMING

Saturday      Jan 04 Kamehameha @ 10:00AM

Saturday      Jan 11 Hawaii Prep @ 9:30AM

Saturday      Jan 18 Kamehameha @ 10:00AM

Saturday      Jan 25 KCAC @ 10:00AM

Friday          Jan 31 BIIF Prelims 
Kamehameha

@ 3:30PM

Saturday      Feb 01 BIIF Champs 
Kamehameha

@ 1:00PM

Fri-Sat    Feb 14-15 HHSAA Maui TBD

Head Coaches: Jeff Coakley, Elysia Ney

2019 Kohala High School Winter Sports Schedule
“E Ala Ē, Na Paniolo”

Photo by Marcus Douglas
Kohala Girls Basketball Team 2019 at practice in the newly remodeled Kohala High School gym. 

Left to right: Danyka Cazimero, Kailee Paro, Laila Carvalho, Tiani Perez, Princess Renolds, Kaisha Salazar, Faith Knape and Anela Cazimero-
Roxburgh. 

courts this year. 
Team member and freshman 

Kaisha Salizar says, “I love 
playing and being a part of the 

team.” 
Let’s get out there and show 

the Cowgirl players some solid 
Kohala support at their games. 

The sports schedule is 
posted in this and last month’s 
issues of Kohala Mountain 
News. 
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Telephone 889-6436

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Hawi, Hawai’i  •  The Welcoming Church

Masses: Saturday 5 pm 
Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am

Rev Elias Escanilla
Deacon Thomas Adams

Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Gospel of Salvation 
Kohala

Kokoiki Road
Service: Sunday 9:00 AM

Adult Bible Study: Monday 7 PM
Prayer Meeting: Friday 7 PM

Pastor Ilima Moiha
www. gos-kohala.org

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
Kapa’au, North Kohala  

Sunday Services:
7am - Holy Eucharist (quiet Mass) 

9am - Holy Eucharist 
Children’s Sunday School & Fellowship Brunch

Thrift Shop Hours:
Weds: 12 – 3:30pm  • Thurs:   4 – 6pm

4th Saturday: 10am – 12pm
Free Community Meal:

4th Saturday of each month: 11am – 12:30pm
Vicar Diana Akiyama   

www.staugustineskohala.com ●   808 889 5390

Kohala 
Churches

Kohala Baptist Church

Sunday Services  
Adult Bible Study/Kids on Mission  9 am

Worship Service/Sunday School 
(for children of all ages) 10:30 am

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church

KOHALA MONTHLY CALENDAR DECEMBER 2019

Kalahikiola 
Congregational Church

Service every Sunday Morning at 9:30 
followed by pupus & fellowship

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30

Iole road off Akoni Pule Hwy. in 
Kapa’au 1/4 mile past the statue

www.kalahikiolacongregationalchurch.com

889-6703

Email monthly calendar listings to:  kohalacalendar@gmail.com

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM
January service

Sunday, January 19 @ 2:00 p.m.
On the right  approx. one mile past the

Kohala Middle School In Halaula
For more information call: 987-1791

Rev. Bruce Nakamura
brucejunshin@gmail.com

Minister will be at the temple from 12:30 - 2 pm 
on service days to talk story with interested individuals

Kohala 
Dental Center

Call us today 
to request an appointment

Your smile is our top priority

Accepting new patients
Emergency appointments

- State-of-the-art dentistry
- Exams & digital x-rays
- Dental hygienist on staff
- Tooth whitening
- Ceramic fi llings & crowns
- Oral surgery & extractions
- Full/partial dentures

www.kohaladental.com

889-6277

DATE DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE
1/1 WED 4:30 PM NKAG MEETING OLD COURTHOUSE 889-0404
1/5 MON 5:00 PM 7:30 PM CHESS CLUB JOIN US ON THE FIRST MONDAY 

OF EACH MONTH FOR CHESS
NORTH KOHALA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

889-6655

1/6 MON 6:00 PM 7:00 PM GROWTH MANAGEMENT 
GROUP

MEETING BANK OF HAWAII 
BUILDING

854 4888

1/11 SAT 10:00 AM 3:00 PM KOHALA ARTISTS’ CO-OP 
COMMUNITY SWAP MEET

SET A TABLE AND SELL, 
SWAP OR TRADE GOODS

ARTISTS’ CO-OP 430-3131

1/13 MON 3:00 PM 5:00 PM NORTH KOHALA PARENT 
SUPPORT GROUP

SUPPORTED BY N. HAWAII 
COMMUNITY CHILDREN’S COUNCIL

KINGS VIEW CAFE 989-4894

1/14 TUE 6:00 PM HAWAII FARMERS 
UNION UNITED

6PM POTLUCK, 7PM 
PRESENTATION. FOR EVERYONE

THE HUB KOHALAHFUU
@GMAIL.COM

1/14 TUE 11:00 AM 12:00 PM BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP FRIENDLY DISCUSSION ON THE 
BOOK “HOW TO STOP TIME”  
WRITTEN BY MATT HAIG

NORTH KOHALA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

889-6655

1/18 SAT 4:30 PM 6:30 PM FREE GRINDZ HOT MEAL KOHALA BAPTIST CHURCH BANYAN TREE 889-5416
1/21 TUE 10:00 AM 12:00 PM WRITERS’ GROUP CULTIVATE YOUR CREATIVE SIDE 

BY JOINING OUR WRITERS’ GROUP
1/22 WED 5:00 PM PARKS, WATER & ROADS 

GROUP
MONTHLY MEETING OLD COURTHOUSE 889-6238

1/23 THU 6:00 PM 6:30 PM PRAYERS AROUND THE 
PEACE POLE

ALL ARE WELCOME, REGARDLESS 
OF RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION

ST AUGUSTINE’S 
CHURCH

895-5753

1/25 SAT 10:00 AM 12:00 PM THRIFT SHOP AT ST. AUGUSTINE CHURCH NEXT TO WALKER 
HALL

889-5390

1/25 SAT 11:00 AM 12:20 PM COMMUNITY MEAL AT ST. AUGUSTINE CHURCH WALKER HALL 889-5390
1/25 SAT 5:00 PM 8:00 PM KOHALA ARTISTS’ 

CO-OP ART PARTY
GALLERY SHOWCASE, THEATER 
PERFORMANCE, FOOD AND 
BEVERAGE VENDORS, 
LOCAL MUSICIANS

ARTISTS’ CO-OP 960-3597

1/26 SUN 3:00 PM 4:30 PM AQUARIAN UNIVERSAL 
METAPHYSIC

DISCOVER ANSWERS TO 
“UNANSWERABLE” QUESTIONS.

AINAKEA SENIOR 
RES.

882-7047

1/27 MON 6:30 PM 7:45 PM HAWAIIAN HISTORY TALK JOIN BOYD BOND FOR A TALK ON 
HAWAIIAN HISTORY

NORTH KOHALA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

889-6655

1/28 TUE 6:30 PM 9:00 PM BELLY DANCING HUB BARN 889-0404

1/29 WED 4:00 PM 5:30 PM RESTORATIVE YOGA 
THERAPY CLASS

WITH CARLA ORELLANA, 
CERTIFIED YOGA THERAPIST, 
BY DONATION

THE HUB 889-0404
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Kalahikiola 
Congregational 

Church
wishes to thank

 our local sponsors 
for their donations 

to our annual bazaar 
silent auction.

○ Arakaki Store
○ ATV Outfi tters
○ Gill’s Lanai
○ Kohala Chiropractic
○ KTA Superstores
○ Nakahara Store
○ Pomaika’i Cafe
○ Sunshine Hardware
○Jenna Vega 
   Photography

Nancy Carr Smith, Realtor
Owner and Principal Broker RB18104

65-1174 Kahawai St.  
Kamuela, HI 96743  
Phone and text 808-896-2239
nancy@alohakohalarealty.com

Vacant Agricultural Land
on Paipo Kane Road 

                       Only 3 lots left!
                                                                 (mauka of old Union Market)

Power, county water, ag water,  
private paved roads,  

ocean and mauka views.

Lot 7 – 14.82 acres $525,000

Lot 12 – 17.03 acres $575,000

Lot 14 – 18.02 acres $750,000 

Call for a private showing.

With all  
infrastructure in place,  
Paipo Kane is a favorite  
among Big Islanders looking to  
fulfill their dream of a low key,  
agricultural lifestyle!

Happy Holidays!

Next to Aloha Gas Station

The

Open: Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30
Sat   9 - 3

Family Salon

889~5077

Hair Spectrum

Stocking Stuffers 
Gift Certifi cates

Available

By Gail Byrne 
What plant can be used for food, 

can replace petroleum fuel, have 
its fi bers used to make clothing 
and insulation in housing, as well 
as having 50,000-plus other uses? 
What plant was used to help create 
Henry Ford’s fi rst Model T cars and 
was likely the earliest plant cul-
tivated for textiles, in 8,000 B.C.? 
Hemp is the answer.

Other fun facts: One acre of 
hemp can provide the same amount 
of paper in 120 days that two to 
three acres of trees will in 20 to 30 
years. And, one acre of hemp will 
supply the same amount of cloth as 
two to three acres of cotton. Hemp 
can also replace graphene in super-

Growing Hemp in Kohala

capacitors, which store electricity 
like batteries, but instantly charge 
and last longer. Graphene is mined 
from the earth or created in a lab 
and is expensive. Hemp is compa-
rably very aff ordable and a renew-
able replacement.

At November’s meeting of the 
Kohala Farmers Union, Gail Byrne 
and Clarence Baber shared their 
experience with growing hemp in 
Kohala this year and the opportuni-
ties and challenges facing farmers 
wanting to grow hemp in Hawaii. 
In 2018, they were awarded the fi rst 
license to grow hemp in Hawaii.

“Hemp can be a huge factor in 
moving the islands towards greater 
sustainability and food security,” 

shares Baber. “Farmers from around 
the state advocated for the right to 
grow hemp so we could off set some 
of our food production costs. Grow-
ing just one crop a year will allow 
more Hawaii farmers to expand their 
food production, since most family 
farms and organic farms are subsi-
dized by outside jobs and income.”

Baber worked for decades to get 
hemp legislation passed in Hawaii 
and coordinated the successful 
eff orts of farmers statewide from 
2013-2015, which resulted in the 
passage of Hawaii’s hemp bill. Clar-
ence also worked with the Univer-
sity of Hawaii at their fi eld research 
station on Oahu during their ini-
tial research planting in 2015. “I 

was glad I could bring a few soil-
building techniques we’ve refi ned 
during decades of food production 
in Hawaii to the trial.” The practices 
made a diff erence, with the greatest 
yield from plots that were amended 
with bokashi, a soil probiotic Baber 
makes, and minerals. 

By defi nition hemp can’t get 
anyone high. It has low or no 
THC, the psychoactive compound 
found in hemp’s cousin, marijuana. 
Although farmers were encouraged 
to grow hemp during World War II, 
the last legal U.S. hemp crop was 
grown in 1957, until states began 
passing legislation this decade to 
revive the right to grow crops. 

Baber’s fi rst year of growing 
hemp has centered on fi ne tuning 
genetics. “Unfortunately, we were 
very restricted in what seed we 
could use so it’s been diffi  cult 
to build a diverse seed pool for 
Hawaii.” Baber also explained that 
with the passage of the 2018 Farm 
Bill, which made growing hemp 
legal in all 50 states, accessing good 
genetics has become easier. 

“We were given a license to 
research various soil-building tech-
niques as well as uses for hemp 
for erosion control on our farm.” 
Byrne has been active in working 
with Kohala groups such as Kohala 
Lihikai in stewarding and restoring 
eroded coastal lands. 

Kohala Lihikai has implemented 
a successful project at Upolu Point 
to stop erosion. Working with 
Kohala High School students, 
waddles and sediment check dams 

Source: https://www.fl ickr.com/photos/thehenryford/ 
Henry Ford’s Model T “Soybean Car” was a plastic-bodied car made, in 

part, with hemp plastic.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hemp_in_Kentucky
Kentucky was the greatest producer of hemp in the United States during 

the 19th and 20th centuries.

See Hemp on Page 18
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889-5613
rod@rodsrepair.com

Rod’s Repair
Factory Authorized Appliance Service
• Appliances and parts
• Ice makers
• Refrigeration
• Locksmith service
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• Trouble calls

Service is Our Business
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License C-16154

Take-out
889-0208
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Local Food

Open daily
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Local FoodLocal Food

Open dailyOpen daily

Be a part of North Kohala’s 
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reach over 15,000 homes & businesses in 
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were installed to stop sediment 
from going into the ocean. Waddles 
are essentially bundles of fi ber, 
often straw, that are staked into the 
ground in the path of water. The 
bundles slow down the water run-
ning off  the land and into the ocean, 
allowing dirt and sediment in the 
water to settle out, thus preventing 
pollution from entering the ocean. 

Currently, waddles are imported 
from the mainland and sometimes 
include plastic. The fi ber from 
hemp is tremendously strong and 
biodegradable and could be a great 
source for making waddles locally 
for use in restoration projects. “It’s 
so basic, our waddles – essentially, 
tightly wound hemp stalks. But they 
work. It’s been fun to combine my 
love for protecting Kohala’s coast 
with our farms research.” Byrne 
clarifi ed that use of the waddles is 
currently restricted to their farm but 
hopes that this next year she can use 
some in projects.

During their presentation last 
month, Byrne and Baber reminded 
the audience that Hawaii has some 
of the highest farming costs in the 
country. Integrating hemp into food 
production can give farming fami-
lies some fi nancial stability. Byrne 
continued by explaining how hemp 
farming can encourage more young 
people to give food production a 
try. Baber agreed, “Right now it’s 
extremely tough to make a living 
in Hawaii growing food. Hemp can 
help that.” Given how lucrative the 
market is and the need for jobs sup-

porting the production of hemp, 
Hawaii’s hemp industry could be a 
nice boost for local economies.

The long-term future for hemp in 
Hawaii looks bright. “But the great-
est opportunity for hemp in Hawaii 
is also our greatest challenge: how 
can we ensure our Hawaii family 
farmers and local communities 
benefi t from this booming indus-
try?” Byrne goes on to explain that 
Hawaii’s program has been the 

most challenging in the country 
primarily because of the restric-
tive sampling protocol that ensures 
Hawaii farmers are growing plants 
with no or low THC. Consequently, 
Hawaii has not enjoyed the boom 
that most states have. But since the 
passage of the 2018 Farm Bill and 
new U.S. Department of Agricul-
tural interim hemp rules, which 
will require all states to follow test-
ing protocols that match Hawaii’s, 

investors and growers from all over 
the world and the mainland are cir-
cling Hawaii, waiting for an oppor-
tunity to grow a lucrative crop.

“Hawaii farmers are concerned 
about large interests dominating 
the Hawaii hemp grows, driv-
ing down the price and quality,” 
Byrne elaborates. There is also con-
cern that foreign interests may use 
agricultural practices that would 
impact the land. 

In response, a number of farm-
ers are advocating for three-year 
residency requirements and at 
least 50% ownership of businesses 
and corporations by Hawaii farm-
ers and residents. In addition, they 
want to restrict the acreage that can 
be grown for cannabinoids and full 
spectrum oil. A group of Hawaii 
Island farmers support unlimited 
acres of hemp planted for food, 
fi ber, fuel and soil remediation, 
and most all other uses. “We’re just 
hoping to reserve some opportunity 
in the lucrative cannabinoid market 
for more Hawaii family farmers, 
which will keep the quality high 
and uplift our communities,” Byrne 
concluded. “Every dollar made 
by a Hawaii farmer recirculates in 
Hawaii four to seven times before 
leaving the state.” 

Although it’s required a ton of 
paperwork, expensive testing and 
learning experiences, it’s been a 
good year. Baber fi nished by shar-
ing, “I’m hopeful our work will 
help future farmers and result, ulti-
mately, in more food production 
and sustainability in the state.”

Source: Gail Byrne
Bundles of locally grown hemp fi ber could replace the straw bundles 

shipped in from the mainland to create waddles. Laying waddles in the 
path of water fl owing down sloped lands slows its advance, helping to 

control soil erosion. 

Hemp, continued from Page 17
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NOW GRAB 'N GO FOOD AVAILABLE

  www.KohalaGrownMarket.com   808-937-4930

KAPA`AU VETERINARY CENTER

SMALL ANIMAL MEDICINE
DENTAL - SURGERY - X-RAY 889-5488

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 8:30 - 5:30 Wed, Sat 8:30 - 1:00
www.kapaauveterinarycenter.com

At Kohala High School (KHS), 
students are empowered to follow 
their learning passions and make 
choices about what and how they 
learn. It is community service 
volunteers such as Dash Kuhr of 
Hawaii Institute of Pacifi c Agricul-
ture (HIP Ag) that inspire student to 
grow new ideas that may very well 
heal our ecosystem of pollution and 
work to cure fi ght cancer cells in 
humans. 

According to Dash, “It is impor-
tant the students engage fungus 
science in so many ways.” Dash is 
the new science mentor at Kohala 
High. He is working with students 
to increase their awareness of the 
importance of mushrooms in medi-
cine, plastic recycling and biofuel 
production. 

It does not just happen with a 
new STEM building, however. It is 
a community eff ort. KHS science 

New STEM Lab at Kohala High School Growing Fun-gus!
teacher Marcus Douglas says that, 
“Community service coalitions 
such as the Kohala Science Founda-
tion (KSF) provide essential funds 
for just these students’ opportuni-
ties in science in our public school.” 
KSF provided $1,000 to Dash and 
the students to research how fungus 
is used to break down plastic, fi ght 
cancer cells and break down com-
plex materials into biofuels. 

Student Kelii Lactaoen says that 
he is “grateful for this opportunity 
to learn new things and excited to 
compete in the West Hawaii Science 
Fair.” 

The fair is being held in Kona on 
Presidents Day weekend, 2020. 

We look forward to your discov-
eries and encourage anyone that 
wants to learn more about the sci-
ence mentor program, or to sign up 
as a mentor, to contact Mr. Douglas 
at mdouglas@kohalahs.com.

Photo by Marcus Douglas
The fungus crew at Kohala High School maximizing the new lab area with 

their amazing mushroom science resource class. 
Left to right: Gibson Polevia, Dash Kuhr, Josh Quinn and Kelii Lactaoen

Surf’s Up at Kauhola “Lighthouse” Point
Photos by Glenn Morello

On November 15, surfers reveled in especially big waves off  Lighthouse Point. 

See Surf on Page 20
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Get a personal loan with a
            FIXED RATE as low as 

Visit us online at hicommfcu.com 
       or call us at 930-7458 for more information Kohala Branch  54-396 Union Mill Road   Kapaau, HI 96755

Hurry!
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         TERMBorrow up to $20,000!

             Other rates and terms available.
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Your APR will be based on your creditworthiness. Other rates and terms available, subject to credit approval. The monthly 
payment for a loan of $1,000 with a 2.90% APR and a 12-month term will be $84.66 and total interest paid will be $15.82. 
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membership prior to receiving loan. Insured by NCUA#hicommfcu

Surf, continued from Page 19
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