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By Elysia Yamamoto
As you’ve passed by Kohala 

Elementary School (KES), you’ve 
probably noticed orange plastic 
barrier fencing around the pre-
school and kindergarten struc-
ture. Originally donated over 20 
years ago, the playground was 
condemned – deemed an unsafe 
area for the students to play on 
– this year due to deterioration. 
Another play structure at the 
school was also condemned and 
removed this year. 

In January 2019, knowing that 
the playground was nearing the 
end of its useful life, KES teachers 
got creative. Kindergarten teach-
ers Elysia Ney, Andrina Kise and 
Nancy Larson and third-grade 
teacher Ally Tinnin started brain-
storming diff erent fundraising 
options for a new structure. Leslie 
Nugent and the staff  at the North 
Kohala Community Resource 
Center helped them start a project 
and get the word out to generate 

Kohala Elementary School Playground Project

Photo by Eddeille Thomas
A team of Kohala folks dedicated to getting a new playground at Kohala Elementary School drove fundraising 

efforts and succeeded in generating enough money locally, plus additional commitment from the Department of 
Education, to build two playground structures at the school. 

Left to right: Ally Tinnin, third-grade teacher, Kohala Elementary School; Hannah Loyola, principal, Kohala 
Elementary School; Tim Ashcraft, branch manager, Hawaii Community Federal Credit Union; Shiro Takata, 
Loose Change Piggy Bank project coordinator, Takata Store; Elysia Ney, kindergarten teacher and project 

coordinator, Kohala Elementary School

On December 31, 2019, west-
facing shores received a pounding 
from high winter surf, damaging 
shoreline structures. The dock 
at Kawaihae Harbor-North sus-
tained heavy damage and is closed 

Kawaihae Harbor-North Closed Due to Winter Storm Damage

Photos by Carole Wiedmeyer
With the right tide, canoes can now row right through the gap in the 

breakwater at Kawaihae Harbor.
The Harbormaster alerted boatowners in time for them to take their 
vessels out of the water before strong waves could damage them. 

indefi nitely, being deemed neither 
safe nor usable by the Department 
of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR). In addition, approxi-
mately 40 feet of the breakwater 
was knocked down and will need 

to be repaired, at a cost of millions 
of dollars. According to DLNR, 
the facility will no longer be able 
to be used as a small boat harbor 
until the jetty is repaired. 

All vessels can tie up at either 

Kawaihae Harbor-South or Hono-
kohau Harbor in North Kona. Day 
boaters are asked to use the south 
harbor boat launch ramp until 
repairs are complete. 

Discover Kohala History
Kohala is steeped in history, both natural and that of its people. This 
month we take a look at the Great Kohala Huki Puke, North Kohala’s 
community-wide eff ort to relocate books from the historical Bond 
Memorial Public Library to the new North Kohala Public Library on 

October 23, 2010. See inside to learn more!

See Harbor, Page 2
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Playground, continued from Page 1

Lawn Maintenance 
Landscape Maintenance 

Landscape Design & Install 
Green Waste Removal 

Road Work  
Trucking 
Excavation 
Land Clearing 
Nursery  

808-430-8198

Licensed Contractors CT-35671 
Cer 1

Irrigation 
Fencing 

Carpentry 

Chipping 

Nursery.com

y.   Nurser

NOW GRAB 'N GO FOOD AVAILABLE

  www.KohalaGrownMarket.com   808-937-4930

much-needed support for a new 
playground. 

A year later, with support from 
community members and busi-
nesses, the KES Playground Proj-
ect has raised over $20,000 and 
the DOE has now agreed to step 
in and assist with the remaining 
amount needed to rebuild not 
one, but two playground struc-
tures at the school. 

A special thank you to Shiro 
Takata, who created the Loose 
Change Piggy Bank fundraising 
drive that brought in a total of 
$7,743.17. That’s a whole lot of 
change! To launch this creative 
fundraiser, Shiro purchased over 
200 take-out food containers, had 
students and family members 
decorate them as little piggies, 
and distributed them to Kohala 
residents. Tim Ashcraft, branch 

By Malia Dela Cruz
Who would have thought that 

a handmade piggy bank project 
would draw so much attention 
and huge community support 
in raising funds for the Kohala 
Elementary School Playground 
Drive? Well, that’s what hap-
pened with the “Loose Change 
Piggy Bank” project that started in 
February and ended in December 
of 2019. 

Together, Takata Store and 
Hawaii Community Federal 
Credit Union were the designated 
pick-up and collection sites for the 
adorable piggy banks. Both busi-
nesses made matching donations, 
up to $2,000 each, helping the 
total collection exceed everyone’s 
expectations.

I bet you’re wondering how 
much was made? Drum roll, 
please... The total funds collected 
were $7,743.17. Add the matching 
donations of $4,000 and the result 
is $11,743.17. The fi nal check was 
presented to Elysia Ney, chair of 
the Kohala Elementary School 
Playground Project, in December 
2019. 

We are grateful to everyone 
who participated in giving of their 
treasures, whether it was time or 

Drum Roll, Please, for “Loose Change Piggy Bank” Project
money. A special mahalo to Laura 
Lewis and her talented daughter, 
Stephanie, for their artistic work 
in free drawing the charming pig-
gies and Kainalu Yamamoto who 
contributed his delightful piggy 
drawing too. Also, thank you to 
Ms. Ney’s kindergarten class and 
Ms. Tinnin’s third grade class for 
helping with their own creations. 
Everyone’s generous contribu-
tions helped make this project a 
success and we truly could not 
have done it without you! We 
tried our best to capture every-
one’s names, but if we missed 
your name, please accept our 
sincere apologies. We appreciate 
each and every one of you. 

 Thank You to All of the Con-
tributors to This Project!

Ronnie and Alyssa Ackerman 
Slaven, Jon and Dixie Adams, 
Sid and Gloria Ainsworth, Cyn-
thia Aiona , Pua Akamu, Patricia 
Ako, Gladys Alip, Duncan and 
Hana Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Tim Ashcraft, Kerrie Badertscher, 
Carmela Badua, Pamela Barry, 
Kainani Bello, Ralph Blancato, 
Alan Brown and Erin Cronin, 
Chris and Billie Brown, Patricia 
Cameron, Josh and Catie Cam-
pollo, Joe and Marcia Carvalho, 

Theresa Castillo, Randy and Ernie 
Cazimero, Joan Channon, Verna 
Chartrand, Pat Ching, Bob and 
Ingrid Clark, Udell Colleado and 
Rick Colleado, Elaine Christian-
son and Peter Messmer, Debra 
Davis, Charmaine Davis/Min-
nie’s, Eugene, Malia and Kama-
koa Dela Cruz, Yvette Dominici, 
Margaret Dunphy, Fred and Traci 
Figueroa, Constance Firestone, 
Rebecca Friedrich, Kyoko Fujii, 
Cathy Furukado, Cheri Gallo, 
Robert and Lorraine Glory, Char-
lie Gooch, Joann Green, Manuel 
Gusman , Sandra Gusman, 
Hiram and Noreen Hagio, Mike 
Hasselbring, Hawaii Community 
Federal Credit Union, Sharon 
Hayden, Lara Hook, Andrea Hori, 
Kanani Iokepa, Constance Isabel, 
Elroy and Renee Ito, Rebecca 
Jankowski, Courtney Jessop, K. 
Takata Store, Melissa Kaiawe, 
Aaron Kaitoku, Patti Kamin-
ski, Tony Kealoha, John and 
Hope Keawe, Artie and Kanani 
Kekuewa, Brian and Marion Kim, 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Kinoshita, Alli-
son Kita, Kohala High School Stu-
dent Activities, Laura LaGassa, 
Frederick and Maureen Langberg, 
Nancy Larson, Laura and Stepha-
nie Lewis, Jahn Simundich, Mike 

and Shelby, Mike Maddux, Joseph 
Maria, John Mason, Dennis and 
Lehua Matsuda, Caitlin Moiha, 
Tony and Lyanne Moiha, Roni 
Moore, Christi Morgan, Tom and 
Cindy Morse, Linda Murai, Elaine 
Nakamura, Kurt Nakamura, Ellen 
Neusel, Colleen Neves, Elysia Ney 
and her kindergarten class, Lakme 
Nishie, Gail Noeau, North Kohala 
Community Resource Center, 
Susan Norwood, Lani Obina, Gus 
and Kathy Ogasawara, Michael 
Olofson, Lucy Pasco, Jamelyn 
Pe’a, Carol Prescott, Michael 
Regan, Pauline Requelman and 
Jennifer Long, George and Lee 
Rivera, Cayce and Heather Rosa-
rio, Natalie Sainsevain, Mary Sal-
vador, Mikey Salvador, Wendi 
Sanchez, Keith and Leila Shimizu, 
Warren Shoi, Bill and Dawn Shon-
tell , Tim and Janette Snelling, 
S. P. Solomon, Stella Steinhoff , 
Randy and Sarah Stoddard, Jerry 
and Kim Takata, Rayton Takata 
and Helen Nahoopii, Teri Takata, 
Annie Tanaka, Allison Tinnin and 
her third-grade class, Evan Tolen-
tino, Claire Truster, Jenna Vega, 
Lynda Wallach, Linda Watson, 
Rose Mae Watterson, Watterson 
Painting, Shanda Yamamoto, 
Kaylyn Yamura

manager at Hawaii Community 
Federal Credit Union, joined in 
with the project as more piggie 
banks were passed out at the 
credit union. The two businesses 
also matched the project with an 
additional $2,000 each. This was 
such a huge help to our fundrais-
ing eff orts. 

Much appreciation to other 
donors who contributed over 
$1,000 to our cause: Micah Bar-
kley, owner of Shady Bark Tree 
Service; the Strawbridge ohana; 
the Dorrance Family Foundation; 
Patrick Ku of Rhema Services; and 
Susan Norwood. 

There were many other won-
derful people and organizations 
that off ered support, including 
those who purchased cards for 
our Cards for a Cause fundraiser. 
Mahalo, mahalo, mahalo! Our 
keiki deserve this support.

Lumber from slips destroyed by high surf is stored on the dock at 
Kawaihae Harbor-North.

Harbor, continued from Page 1
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#hicommfcuVisit us online at
hicommfcu.com

or call 930-7700!

Branches in Hilo, Honokaa, Kailua Kona, Kaloko, Kealakekua, and Kohala.

in college scholarships!i ll s h l r
$24,000
in college scholarships!

Celebrating

34 years 
of providing scholarships to our 

big island students!

Hawaii Community Federal 
Credit Union is proud 

 scholarships to help 
further the education of

our Hawaii Island graduating 
seniors as well as current 

college students. 

For full details & to apply please visit 

hicommfcu.com/scholarships

Now accepting applications. 

Application deadline: 
March 1, 2020

Insured by NCUA.

Community Photo

by Tom Morse
Kohala Mountain Road Overlook
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From Land Lots, Your First Home or Your Dream 
Home, There’s Something For Everyone!

Hawaii Life Real Estate Brokers  |  RB-19928

54-3669 Akoni Pule Hwy
MLS 631710 

Bedrooms 3   |  Baths 1

Land 0.34 Acres  |  Living 1,060 SF

$409,000

54-378 Union Mill Rd
MLS 626757 

Bedrooms 3   |  Baths 2

Land 0.34 Acres  |  Living 1,000 SF

$395,000

55-3576 Soares Rd
MLS 630416 

Bedrooms 3   |  Baths 2

Land 4.57 Acres  |  Living 1,460 SF

59-114 Honukai Place
MLS 627607  |  Land 1.05 Acres

$320,000

Land in Kohala Ranch
MLS 629071  |  Land 3.25 Acres

$275,000

In Escrow

Teri Takata 
REALTOR(S),  RS-76882

808.895.0188  
TeriTakata@HawaiiLife.com

$1,100,000

Hana Roberts, ND
Naturopathic Primary Care

Regenerative Medicine
www.hanarobertsnd.com

808-315-0509

Mei-jen Sun Stokesbary, L.Ac.
Chinese & Japanese Acupuncture

Handmade Herbal Medicine
www.acupuncturebigisland.com

808-640-9090
On the highway in Kapa'au

NATUROPATHIC AND 
CHINESE MEDICINE

Did you know? 
The Kohala Mountain  

News 
is online at

kohalamountainnews.com
Now SEARCHABLE 

back to 2011

Happy New Year from Kohala Hospital

Photo courtesy of Kohala Hospital
Kohala Hospital is committed to putting our best foot forward and doing 
our best in everything, with our new theme: “Do your best in 2020.” We 
even created a ‘Rubber Slippah’ contest and display for all visitors and 

family members to see our commitment to “putting our best foot forward.” 
Viewers smiled, giggled and laughed as they enjoyed the different 

personalities embodied in the adorable decorations, all created to show 
our one goal of providing a healing environment for everyone who visits 

the hospital. We will continue to strive and grow in 2020 to serve you, our 
community. From the entire Kohala Hospital Ohana, Happy New Year!

ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi Ianuali 2020 (January)

Ulu
By Jesse Lucas
Ulu is the popular and delicious breadfruit that is a staple of a tra-

ditional Hawaiian diet. Ulu also means “grow.” As we embark on a 
makahiki hou (new year), it is a good time to refl ect and think about 

how you would like to continue to ulu.   

Correction: Meeting Time for 100 Women Who Care
The January 25 meeting time 

for 100 Women Who Care is 1:00 p.m. 
It was erroneously reported as 2:00 p.m.

in last month’s issue. 
For further information, contact 
Clytie Mead at 808-937-8305.

Hey
North
Kohala!

RECYCLE PLASTIC
#1, #2, #4, #5

1st Saturday of the 
Month

FEB. 1st, March 7th, April 4th

HUB PARKING LOT
10AM - 12PM

● We will be delivering Kohala's plastic to 
PUNA PRECIOUS PLASTIC.  

Their plan is to shred the plastic and make 
construction materials and other items.  

Find PPP on FB to learn more. Donations 
for equipment are needed!

● This is a community based endeavor and 
volunteers and gas donations are needed

Please email: lavaroots@gmail.com

BEFORE DROPPING
OFF PLASTICS

PLEASE BE SURE TO:
REMOVE ALL LABELS
CLEAN THOROUGHLY
ORGANIZE & STACK
ACCORDING TO #:

1,2,4, OR 5

WasteStream



The Kohala Mountain News Page 5
Future KMN Deadlines

January 24, 2020

It’s important for the Kohala 
Mountain News to receive ads and 
news submissions by the following 
deadlines. Otherwise, submissions 

may not be accommodated.

Our purpose is to enhance 
and strengthen the community 

by fostering continuous 
communication and 

understanding among the 
various cultures, residents and 

constituents.
www.kohalamountainnews.com

ABOUT US
Publisher/Ad Sales Manager
Tom Morse           345-0706

ltmorse@aol.com

Managing Editor 
Maureen Garry        494-4237 
kohalanewseditor@gmail.com

Layout & Calendar Editor 
Annalene Williams    339-4951

kohalacalendar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Jill Kupitz      896-2332

jillkupitz@gmail.com

Current Circulation 4,300
Letters to the Editor and 

Viewpoint articles must address 
issues aff ecting North Kohala 
and be accompanied by the 

author’s name, address 
and telephone number. 

Letters and Viewpoints are 
subject to editing, and shorter 

submissions will receive 
preference for publication.

For a twelve month 
subscription, please send your 
check for $36, made out to the 

Kohala Mountain News, 
P.O. Box 639, Kapa’au HI 96755. 

Be sure to include a note 
stating the name and mailing 

address of the recipient.
All material, either in part or in whole, is 

protected under U.S. copyright laws. ©2019.

Kohala Mountain News
P.O. Box 639, Kapa’au, Hawai‘i  

96755

February Deadlines
Ads and News: 2/7/20

Calendar: 2/14/20
Distribution: 2/21/20

March Deadlines
Ads and News: 3/13/20

Calendar: 3/20/20
Distribution: 3/27 /20

Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

See CC, Page 6

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas 
speaks for North Kohala as a 

member of the Hawaiʻi State House 
of Representatives.

County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Tim Richards

The 2020 Legislative Session 
begins on January 15 and will go 
until May 7. During this session, I 
am grateful to be working as your 
State Representative, in collabora-
tion with our State Senator Lor-
raine Inouye. Since this legislature 
is a two-year session, some House 
bills passed the House in 2019 
and are currently pending before 
Senate Committees, some Senate 
bills passed the Senate in 2019 and 
are pending before House Com-
mittees, and some House and 
Senate bills passed both chambers 
in 2019 and are pending in Con-
ference Committees. According to 
our legislative rules, these bills are 
still alive and can be considered 
by their respective committees. In 
addition, legislators will be intro-
ducing new bills for consideration 
during this 2020 session.

Based on my discussions with 
the House leadership and other 
House members, I have prepared 
this article to describe to you some 
of the priority issues that we will 
be working to address in this 2020 
session. While we will be cover-
ing many other issues, the priority 
areas will be:

1) To pass a responsible, bal-
anced state budget addressing our 
core needs and funding priority 
public infrastructure projects, and 

2) To pass bills that reduce the 
cost of living, protect our envi-

ronment, and support our public 
education system.

The governor has submit-
ted his budget to the legislature, 
and our House Finance Commit-
tee and Senate Ways and Means 
Committee have already begun 
to have hearings and informa-
tional briefi ngs on the budgets for 
each department. Our work at the 
legislature will include making  
adjustments to the departmental 
budgets to address our legisla-
tive priorities and to meet the 
economic projections of the State 
Council on Revenues. We will also 
be selecting which priority public 
infrastructure projects will get 
funding, such as our state roads, 
harbors, airports, schools, hospi-
tals, parks and other facilities. 

The legislature will be consid-
ering numerous ways to reduce 
the cost of living, such as provid-
ing a childcare tax credit, making 
the Earned Income Tax Credit 
refundable and increasing the 
minimum wage. Since the cost of 
housing is a major component of 
our high cost of living, the legis-
lature will be considering ways to 
support the development of more 
aff ordable housing throughout 
our community and will be pro-
viding additional funding to the 
State Rent Supplement Program. 
To continue our eff orts to address 
homelessness in our commu-
nity, the legislature will consider 
additional support to the “ohana 
zones” program, transitional 
housing programs, and homeless 
outreach programs.

To advance our eff orts protect-
ing the environment, the legisla-
ture will be considering measures 
to provide support to the cesspool 
conversion task force to develop 
a statewide plan to convert cess-
pools into more eff ective treatment 
systems, to recommend alterna-
tive technologies, to provide addi-
tional support to homeowners 
who wish to upgrade their waste-
water systems, and to improve 
education and public outreach to 
homeowners about how to prop-
erly maintain their septic systems. 
We will be debating bills to better 
protect coral reefs from coastal 
runoff  and sunscreen chemicals, 

to reduce hardening of our shore-
line, and to improve management 
of our coastal fi sheries. We will 
consider the recommendations 
of a state task force to establish a 
sustainable fi nancing mechanism 
for a facility to provide emergency 
medical treatment and long-term 
rehabilitation for injured seabirds, 
native birds and bats, such as the 
Hawaii Wildlife Center in Kohala. 
We will debate whether we can 
give additional support to pro-
grams and agencies fi ghting inva-
sive species, such as little fi re ants, 
and the spread of the fungus that 
causes rapid ohia death. And we 
will consider additional measures 
to increase our adoption of renew-
able energy and reduce fossil fuel 
use in our state.

Public education is a major 
responsibility of the state gov-
ernment. So, the legislature will 
be focusing on ways to provide 
additional support and improve 
the performance of our schools. 
The governor’s budget includes 
an increase in pay for special 
education teachers, Hawaiian 
language teachers, and teachers 
in hard-to-staff  schools. Provid-
ing this additional funding will 
be an important step to address 
the need to increase teacher’s 
pay throughout the state. And 
for those students advancing into 
our community college system, 
the legislature will also consider 
additional support for the Hawaii 
Promise program, which provides 
money to cover the fi nancial short-
fall for students whose fi nancial 
aid package and family contribu-
tion still doesn’t cover the full cost 
of community college tuition.

The 2020 session will be 
focused on taking meaningful 
steps to address the many chal-
lenging issues facing our state. 
Please participate in the legisla-
tive process by using the legisla-
tive website (www.capitol.hawaii.
gov) to track bills and provide tes-
timony. 

Contact me and my staff  
with any questions or concerns 
by email at reptarnas@capitol.
hawaii.gov and by phone at 808-
586-8510. I welcome your input 
and advice. Mahalo!

Aloha! Once again, it is time 
for the monthly update from our 
offi  ce.

VETO OF BILL 101
On January 8, the County 

Council voted whether to sus-
tain or override the mayor’s veto 
of Bill 101, the herbicide ban bill 
for the County of Hawai‘i. Let me 
start by re-iterating my message: 
I support the systematic reduc-
tion of herbicides over time, once 
we have a solid workable plan to 
go forward. This bill would have 
eliminated the use of herbicides by 
the County in essentially all appli-

cations without a well-thought-
out plan. Accordingly, any grass 
or weed control would have had 
to have been done mechanically 
by either mowing, using weed 
eaters or installing plant barriers. 
On the surface, this might sound 
good. But once you examine the 
complexity of issues, it is clearly 
evident that this bill was poorly 
crafted, as it left no solutions for 
many problems and issues. Part of 
the defense of the bill was that it 
only covered County facilities and 
jurisdictions. That is true, however 
the golf courses that were recently 
approved under the voucher pro-

gram would apparently also have 
been subject to the provisions of 
the bill. This then crosses over into 
the private sector. Additionally, 
the bill named three herbicides 
used specifi cally for propagation 
of corn and soybean that would 
have been disallowed. In eff ect, it 
was an anti-agriculture measure. 
Though the County does not raise 
these crops, having this bill in 
place could be used as justifi cation 
for other jurisdictions to disallow 
their use. Unfortunately, this has 
been done numerous times before 
on other issues. 

January Contributors
Holly Algood, Catalina Cain, 
Michal Anna Carillo, Jeffrey 
Coakley, Amber Corrales, 
Malia Dela Cruz, Marcus 

Douglas, Joy Fisher, Virginia 
Fortner, Hawai`i Energy, Amy 

Elizabeth Gordon, Melissa 
Hicks, Kohala Hospital, Gail 
Ifuku, Elaine Losey, Jesse 

Lucas, Tim Richards, Suzanne 
Sasaki, Joleen Soares, David 

Tarnas, Eddeille Thomas, 
Stephany Vaioleti, Lynda 

Wallach, Malia Welch, Carole 
Wiedmeyer, Elysia Yamamoto, 

Harley Yamasaki
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Hazard vs. Risk
So often today, decisions are 

made under the guise of safety 
for our society and community. 
Hazard is the potential of some-
thing to cause harm; risk is the 
likelihood of that actually hap-
pening. 

Categorically banning chemi-
cals such as herbicides does 
reduce our environmental expo-
sure, but does it make us neces-
sarily safer? 

Driving on a highway has 
its own level of hazard. The risk 
of that hazard increases due to 
weather and speed. If our Coun-
ty’s speed limit was 25 miles an 
hour, that would tremendously 
reduce the risk of loss of life from 
car accidents, but is that reason-
able? 

Without herbicides for our 
County use, we will have to 
increase mowing and thus 
increase the burning of fossil fuel. 
Is that better or worse? A categori-
cal statement against herbicides is 
misleading as many of the prod-
ucts we use today are much safer 
than previously – a step in the 
right direction. Rarely does an 
action not cause a reaction some-
where else. 

In our County we have inva-
sive species plants. Best-manage-
ment practices can help control 
these going forward, but judicious 
herbicide use is needed to obtain 
control. 

One of the best examples of this 
is the yellow fl ower, or fi reweed. 
If this is well-established in our 
parks, there are no practices other 
than herbicides that will help us 
get control. Not having this tool is 
counterproductive to our success. 

Part of the conversation 
revolved around safety for the 
children in the parks. Over a year 
ago, I checked on this. Around 

the playground equipment, what 
was being sprayed was saltwater. 
Our County Department of Parks 
& Recreation (P&R) was already 
taking steps for herbicide reduc-
tion. 

Another concern raised was 
the eff ect on bees. My research 
into this says there may be some 
impact; however, thoughts from 
the past that some herbicides 
were causing rapid bee die-off  
were in fact the result of a virus 
not initially recognized. 

(Recently in Kohala, com-
ments were made concerning loss 
of hives. Laboratory tests are still 
pending and should give us a 
fairly defi nitive answer.) 

As to health concerns regard-
ing glyphosate/Round Up, “The 
International Agency for Research 
on Cancer (IARC) has classifi ed 
glyphosate as “probably carci-
nogenic to humans (Group 2A)”. 
Conversely, the United States 
Environment Protection Agency 
(EPA) considers glyphosate as 
“not likely to be carcinogenic to 
humans”. The EPA asserts that 
there is no convincing evidence 
that “glyphosate induces muta-
tions in vivo via the oral route.” 
The point here is that the opin-
ions are on both sides and I could 
fi nd no evidence of an alarming 
concern for glyphosate use when 
used correctly.

One other aspect that can be 
touched on is cost. An October 
2019 report out of Ventura County 
specifi cally addressing the elimi-
nation of glyphosate use pre-
dicted an estimated increase in 
their budget of $10 million. 

From my perspective, it is not 
only about funds, but our County 
is very limited on resources. 

Increasing our budget (esti-
mated by our P&R Director to be 
$15 million a year) diminishes our 
ability to focus on other problems 
– including food security, which 
is a big concern for me. Estimates 
in our County today are that one 
in fi ve of our children are at risk, 
meaning they don’t know if they 
will get dinner every night. I 
struggle with knowingly pulling 
resources from some of the pro-
grams that help address this to 
then fund an unplanned program 
for herbicide reduction. I want to 
feed our County fi rst.

I fully support the reduction of 
chemical use over time as we seek 
new solutions. I voted against this 
bill as it was draconian in its mea-
sures and did not have a planned 
pathway to success.

As always, it continues to be 
a great privilege to serve as your 
Councilman. Wishing each one of 
you a happy and prosperous 2020!

Photo courtesy of Tim Richards 
Councilmember Tim Richards 

represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai’i County Council District 9.

● Groceries ● General Merchandise ● Fishing & Diving Supplies 
● Fresh Flowers & Arrangements ● Hawaiiana

Monday - Saturday 8 to 7, Sunday 9 to 5
Across from the Middle School in Halaula ● 889-5262

The North Kohala Community 
Resource Center (NKCRC) will 
hold its Third Annual Golf Tour-
nament at Hapuna Golf Course at 
Mauna Kea Resort on Saturday, 
March 14. Players, sponsors, and 
donors are sought.

The tournament raises funds 
to help the nonprofi t NKCRC 
provide its support to as many as 
90 active projects and programs 
in the rural North Kohala com-
munity it serves. Since the Cen-
ter’s founding nearly 17 years 
ago, more than 185 community 
improvement projects have been 
sponsored. Projects supported 
are as diverse as the community 
and include or have included the 
Kawaihae Canoe Club; an after-
school basketball program; swim 
team equipment; support of a 4-H 
group for travel funds and equip-
ment; work with the County for 
funds to maintain and preserve 
open space; and among the Cen-
ter’s newer projects, iPods for 
the Elderly, assisting elders with 
dementia and Alzheimer’s dis-
ease with music therapy.

“We created a Resource Center 
where individuals can receive the 

NKCRC 3rd Annual Golf Tourney 
Coming to Hapuna

Fundraiser Helps Foster Dozens of 
Community-Driven Projects

training, coaching and access to 
funding to ensure their project’s 
success,” said NKCRC Executive 
Director Christine Richardson. 
“We have created a model that 
works; projects enjoy a success 
rate of 92 percent and more than 
14 million fundraising dollars 
have been channeled to support 
these projects since 2002.” 

NKCRC’s golf tournament 
is a two-person scramble with a 
7:30 a.m. shotgun start. The day is 
highlighted by camaraderie, food, 
fun and prizes, including a grand-
prize golf foursome generously 
donated by the exclusive Nanea 
Golf Course. A hole-in-one will 
be sponsored by De Luz Chevro-
let. Entry fee of $160 per player 
includes cart, green fees, welcome 
coff ee and pastries, buff et lunch 
generously sponsored by Mauna 
Kea Resort and prepared by The 
Westin Hapuna Beach Resort culi-
nary team, a small silent auction 
and prizes.

For golf tournament entry, 
sponsorship and/or donation 
opportunities, visit northkohala.
org, email info@northkohala.
org or call (808) 889-5523.

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

You can support our projects and the Center with a tax-deduc  ble dona  on to
NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi, HI 96719 • 889-5523• 

www.northkohala.org
A great way to love Kohala!

Mahalo nui to all the generous donors 
and foundations who made meaningful 

contributions to projects in 2019.
Please save the date for our 
3rd Annual Golf Tournament, 

March 14th, 2020 
at Hapuna Golf Course!

Located at the bottom of  Hawi Rd.

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

 • 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
 •  Propane

CARTOW
KOHALA

889-1061

Freds
Contracting

Excavating Trenching Grading
Land Management

License #C37076

Alfred Figueroa
808-769-2755

P.O. Box 435 Kapaau, HI 96755

Combat Veteran Owned & Operated
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New Listing: 
Hale Halawa - Luxury Permaculture Farm

4 bedrooms and  4 bathrooms with ohana
9+ acres and a separate 2+ acre adjacent parcel

Macadamia and Cacao Orchards plus Ethnobotanical
garden with rare fruits, spices, and medicinal plants 

MLS 635742  $1,500,000

www.algoodhi.com

Holly Algood, PB  
RB 22414

808-557-0354 cell
holly@algoodhi.com

TO ADVERTISE 
     IN THE 

Kohala 
             Mountain

    News
           Call tom 
          345 0706

Mention this ad & receive 10% off

• Commercial
• Residential
• New Construction

www.kohalawindowcleaning.com
Serving West Hawaii since 2006

Quality you can clearly trust

Window 
Cleaning

Solar
Cleaning

Water Spot 
Removal

Paul West/Greg Pobst
(808)885-7600

office
(808)443-3833

cell
Member of  International

Window Cleaning
Association

The Hawaii Writers Guild 
will start the new year with a 
new venue for its Writers’ Voices 
authors readings. Beginning 
with its fi rst presentation of 2020, 
on Thursday, February 13, Writ-
ers Voices will be held at Tutu’s 
House in Waimea.

Writers’ Voices is an eve-
ning of original readings by 
Guild members held every other 
month on the second Thursday 
of the month from 6:00 to 7:30 
p.m. Tutu’s house is located at 
64-1032 Mamalahoa Hwy, Suite 
305.

“Tutu’s House off ers us access 
to equipment that just was not 
available at our former venue,” 
said Joy Fisher, public relations 
director for the Guild. “In addi-
tion, in warmer weather we can 
open the back wall at Tutu’s, 

Hawaii Writers Guild Announces New Venue for Writers’ Voices
which will frame our readers 
in beautiful sunsets. It will be a 
lovely setting.”   

Readers at the February Writ-
ers’ Voices will include Peter 
Georgas, Amy Elizabeth Gordon, 
Dave Fouts and Jada Rufo.

Peter Georgas, who divides 
his time between Minnesota and 
the Big Island, will read a passage 
from “The Emoji Games,” his 
sixth novel, published last July. 
Georgas describes his book as a 
“suspense thriller about artifi -
cial intelligence and cutting-edge 
science that impacts the way we 
look at life and its creation.”

Amy Elizabeth Gordon, who 
lives up the Kohala Mountain 
Road and who readers may 
remember from hearing her 
poetry at one of the Guild’s pre-
vious readings, held at the North 
Kohala Public Library, will read a 
passage called “Eye of the Storm” 
an excerpt from her new nonfi c-
tion book “Moonshot: Aim High, 
Dive Deep, Live an Extraordi-
nary Life.” "This is where the 
magic happens for me,” Amy 
says. “In the eye of the storm, I 
fi nd the calm. …I roar through 
the raging red eff ort of struggle 
into a clear blue sky of eff ortless 
existence.”

Dave Fouts, from Honokaa, 
will read “The Sin Never Sinned 
Before,” a story from his short 
story collection “The Store by the 
Sea.” When a place called The 
Hall off ers a presentation titled 
“The Sin Never Sinned Before,” 
the rigid citizen of a nearby town 
are outraged. Nevertheless, 12 
people attend to fi nd out what 
this sin is. Will their lives be 
changed forever? 

Courtesy of Amy Elizabeth Gordon
North Kohala resident Amy 

Elizabeth Gordon will be reading 
from her latest work, “Moonshot: 

Aim High, Dive Deep, Live an 
Extraordinary Life,” at the Hawaii 
Writers Guild’s February Writers’ 

Voices, an evening of original 
readings.

Jada Rufo, from Waimea, will 
read “Poems Dedicated to Mom,” 
a suite of poems dedicated to her 
mother, Caridad Rosalie Talaro 
Rufo, a long-time Waimea resi-
dent who died last year. Titles 
of the three poems included are: 
“Above the Clouds,” “Home 
or House” and “A Christmas 
Card to Heaven.” H a w a i i 
Writers Guild is an independent 

association of professional writ-
ers engaged in the promotion of 
cultural enrichment. The semi-
monthly readings are free and 
open to the public. Pictures and 
stories of past readings are posted 
on the Guild website at http://
www.hawaiiwritersguild.com/
guild- news.html. For additional 
information or directions contact 
Joy Fisher at 238-0551. 

By Holly Algood
Hawi has a new Tesla elec-

tric-car charging station, located 
directly behind the Algood 
Hawaii Real Estate building. It is 
open to the public for cars visit-
ing North Kohala and needing a 
charge to return home. 

Car-charging at the station is 
free to out-of-town visitors. The 
station is open 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

Hawaii has a record number of 
electric cars. In September 2019, 
the number of electric cars in 
Hawaii surpassed 10,000. Audi, 
BMW, Chevrolet, Chrysler, Ford, 
GM, Honda, Jaguar, Kia, Land 
Rover, Lincoln, Nissan, Mercedes, 
Mitsubishi, Porche, Toyota, Volk-
swagen and Volvo all off er electric 
car choices. 

This year, Tesla Model 3 was in 
the top 10 of the most-registered 
cars in Hawaii, including all make 
and model cars. Many consumers 
are changing to EVs (electric vehi-
cles), the change coming in the 
name of environmental protec-
tion, eliminating pollutants that 
make cities gross and unhealthy 

Electric Vehicle Charging Station 
Opens in Hawi

along with CO2 that contributes 
to global climate change.

The charging station new to 
Hawi is a Level 2 station and the 
plug is specifi cally for Teslas. 
Electric cars charge at three levels. 
Level 1 charges occur from a stan-
dard 110-volt electric outlet. Level 
2 charges at a faster speed and 
requires a 220-volt electric outlet, 
similar to an electric clothes dryer. 

Level 3 charges at the high-
est speed and is usually available 
from stations installed by electric 
companies. 

The chargers vary by make 
and level of charge and not all 
cars can use all plugs, but adapt-
ers are available to enable use at 
multiple plug-in stations. HELCO 
has installed fi ve fast-charging 
stations around the island: in 
Kona at the HELCO offi  ce on 
Kaiwi St., in Hilo at the HELCO 
offi  ce on Kilauea St., at the Mauna 
Lani Shops, at Kamuela KTA, and 
in Naalehu at the Punaluʻu Bake 
Shop. The average charge is usu-
ally less than $10 per visit but 
depends on kilowatthour usage. 

See Station, Page 8
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KAPA`AU VETERINARY CENTER

SMALL ANIMAL MEDICINE
DENTAL - SURGERY - X-RAY 889-5488

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri 8:30 - 5:30 Wed, Sat 8:30 - 1:00
www.kapaauveterinarycenter.com

By Virginia Fortner
Three “creative process” paths 

converge to bring new art to 
Hawi’s fi ne Mexican restaurant. 
Hawaiian landscapes, inner land-
scapes’ faces, traditional water-
color and oils hang in the dining 
room for folks to enjoy along with 
their chips, salsa, and burritos. 
A close-up look tells the story of 
each painting through a title or 
description. Diners are encour-
aged to wander and wonder.

Kohala’s Art Coop and Mi 
Ranchito cooperate to bring this 
display. A plan to change the art 
on the walls each quarter-year 
will keep it fresh and interesting. 
This gallery features eff orts from 
Catalina Cain, Elaine Losey and 
Virginia Fortner. 

An Open House from 4:00-
8:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 
8, will give a festive atmosphere 
of drinks, pupus and local music 
for visitors, diners and those who 
appreciate art. Come and meet the 
artists.

Catalina Cain’s “Faces of 
Color” and whimsical acrylics 
greet the diner inside the south 

New Art at Mi Ranchito

door. She describes her creative 
process as “an indelible mark 
from a childhood with musicians, 
dancers, painters and free think-
ers.” Her abstracts come from 
her dreams and subconscious. All 
express love and movement.

Elaine Losey’s art is an inspi-
ration of her meditation and 
spirit. At age 60, she began with 
“plein aire” on Oahu, then took 
art classes for three years at Lee-

ward and Windward Community 
Colleges. Elaine says, “I believe 
everyone’s spirit can create  beauty 
in some form of music or art.” 
All her exhibit is set in Hawaii, 
because that is where she learned 
to paint.

Virginia Fortner, featured in 
several states’ art shows, loves to 
watercolor postcard-sized studies 
outside in plein aire and repro-
duce the scene at her easel. Part of 

Courtesy of Catalina Cain
Catalina Cain

Courtesy of Elaine Losey
Elaine Losey

her process is traveling to beauti-
ful places to paint. A recent focus 
on fl owing lava began with a bike 
ride on gravel to watch magma 
reach the sea. Along with land-
scapes, she’s interested in care 
of earth’s creatures, such as the 
almost-extinct Hawaiian crow on 
the west wall.

Virginia says, “I’ve been paint-
ing off -and-on for almost 20 years, 
and I still get into a zone where, 
if the phone rings, I think, ‘What’s 
that?’ It’s a form of meditation for 
me.”

All three artists will be on-
hand for the duration of the Open 
House, where you can hear a 
song or story that accompanies 
requested pictures of interest. 
Come and browse or buy. Credit 
cards accepted and shipping is 
possible. Contact Anna Flint for 
information about the “recycled 
ocean debris” pieces, as well as 
each artist’s displayed phone 
number with regard to specifi c 
works. If interested in being part 
of future gallery displays, contact 
Virginia Fortner, 406-210-2454. 

By Lorraine Urbic
Virginia Fortner

HELCO charges diff erent rates, 
depending upon time of day, with 
daytime being the lowest cost per 
kilowatt hour. 

There is a misconception that 
electric cars are more expensive 
than gas-powered vehicles. Like 
gas-powered models, the price 
of electric cars varies greatly 
depending on make, model and 

features. The starting price is as 
low as $24,000 and goes up to well 
over $100,000 for the ultra-deluxe. 
Many studies show that owning 
an electric vehicle is less expen-
sive, since maintenance and trips 
to the gas station are required 
much less often. Oil changes are 
a thing of the past with electric 
cars and EVs have considerably 
fewer moving parts so have fewer 

things to maintain.
Several electric car clubs here 

on the Big Island can be a source 
of much information and enter-
tainment. The Big Island Electric 
Vehicle Association (BIEVA) off ers 
public gatherings, including car 
shows. Their events provide goers 
with opportunities to talk to EV 
owners and get rides in cars being 
considered for ownership. 

For more information on the 
Big Island Electric Vehicle Asso-
ciation, go to www.bieva.org. For 
more information about the Hawi 
Tesla charging station, call 808-
557-0354. 

The Big Island Electric Vehicle 
Association encourages the public 
to contribute to a cleaner greener 
Hawaii and recommends to “Kick 
gas – Drive electric.”

Station, continued from Page 7
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By Stephany Vaioleti, Aff ordabil-
ity and Accessibility Manager at 
Hawai‘i Energy

Chances are you’ve read an 
article in the past week on cli-
mate change, energy or the envi-
ronment. As these topics are 

Hawai‘i Energy Offers Free Energy-Saving, 
Bill-Lowering Options to North Kohala Community

becoming a more prevalent in 
the news, it begs the question, 
“What is my impact on the envi-
ronment?” 

As we go about our busy 
lives, we’re not always aware of 
our energy usage at home and 

at work or the opportunities we 
might be missing to improve our 
usage habits (and save a little on 
our monthly bills while we’re at 
it). We totally understand. 

That’s why it’s our mission 
to make energy-saving products 
and services easy and aff ordable 
for Hawai‘i’s families and busi-
nesses. 

Since 2009, Hawai‘i Energy 
has helped local businesses, 
nonprofi t organizations and res-
idents across the state save over 
$1 billion in energy costs. Our 
program is publicly-funded, 
meaning we work on behalf of 
the Hawai‘i Public Utilities Com-
mission to steward dollars back 
into the community by off ering 
rebates for purchases of energy-
effi  cient appliances, education, 
professional development train-
ings and much more. 

By simply making smarter 
energy choices, together we can 
reduce energy consumption, 
save money and pursue a clean 
energy future through various 
energy-effi  cient measures.

Take advantage of Energy 
Smart 4 Homes (ES4H), our free, 
in-home installation program. 
Residents who choose to par-
ticipate receive the following 
energy-effi  cient devices for their 
homes at no cost:

High-effi  ciency showerheads 
that reduce electric water heat-
ing demand by up to 30 percent 
by reducing water and sewer 
fees; 

High-effi  ciency faucet aera-
tors in the kitchen and bathroom 
that help decrease hot water use 
— and electric water heating 
costs — without aff ecting water 
pressure; 

Smart power strips, which 
help to manage energy con-
sumption and eliminate phan-
tom electrical loads (which 
can then reduce total energy 

demand); and 
ENERGY STAR® LED light-

ing.  
Depending on the size of the 

home and types of equipment 
installed, each homes that par-
ticipates in ES4H are estimated 
to save 15-30 percent on their 
energy bill.

 In addition to saving energy, 
these devices can also reduce 
water demand and associ-
ated sewer fees, and conserve 
resources.

Businesses and restaurants 
in North Kohala can benefi t as 
well by receiving signifi cantly 
discounted lighting upgrades. 
Lighting is the most cost-eff ec-
tive, easiest-to-adopt, energy-
saving upgrade businesses can 
make, reducing energy costs by 
20-30 percent. Additional bene-
fi ts include improved aesthetics, 
safety, reduced maintenance and 
cooling costs. 

Hawai‘i Energy will work 
with local contractors and electri-
cians to lead businesses through 
a lighting retrofi t of their facil-
ity and work with the business 
owner to identify opportunities 
for improvements to decide on 
their selected lighting options. 
The contractor then installs the 
lights and discounts in the form 
of rebates will be applied. For 
more information on this pro-
gram, please contact Graceson 
Ghen at Graceson.ghen@leidos.
com.

Heads up: You may receive 
more information through the 
mail on the ES4H and business 
programs next month, so please 
sign up if you are interested and 
feel free to reach out to us with 
any questions you may have. 
Don’t want to wait, and would 
rather learn more about the pro-
grams now? 

Call (808) 537-5577 or visit 
http://hawaiienergy.com.

Credit: Hawai`i Energy
Leaders in State and County government meet with Hawaii Energy 

representatives to discuss how North Kohala residents can lower their 
energy costs with free, energy-effi cient devices. Business owners 

can save by taking advantage of savings offered through signifi cantly 
discounted lighting upgrades. 

Left to right:  Graceson Ghen, Energy Advisor and Hawai‘i County 
Manager, Hawai‘i Energy; David Tarnas, Hawaiʻi State Representative, 

District 7; Tim Richards, Hawaii County Councilmember, District 9; 
Stephany Vaioleti, Affordability and Accessibility Manager, Hawai‘i Energy; 

Malia Byram, Junior Energy Advisor for Hawai‘i County, Hawai‘i Energy

Credit: Hawai`i Energy
Hawaii Energy’s free in-home installation program, Energy Smart 4 
Homes, can deliver 15-30 percent savings on home energy bills.
Left to right: Graceson Ghen, Energy Advisor and Hawai‘i County 
Manager, Hawai‘i Energy; Ross Pagat, Partners in Development; 

Christine Richardson, Executive Director, North Kohala Community 
Resource Center; Stephany Vaioleti, Affordability and Accessibility 

Manager, Hawai‘i Energy; Malia Byram, Junior Energy Advisor for Hawai‘i 
County, Hawai‘i Energy
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See Huki on Page 11

-
RESTAURANT

Fresh Fish
Tacos
Dogs

Vegetarian

OPEN EVERYDAY
MON - SAT: 11AM - 5PM

SUN: 11AM - 3PM
ON THE HIGHWAY IN KAPAAU

KAMA'AINA DISCOUNT

808-315-1542

NT

hhh

This is
 What We 
Mean by 
Fresh!

Mahi Mahi caught by our friends at Siren Sportfi shing

HAWAII
PACIFIC

BROKERS LLC www.BigIsle.com
REAL ESTATE • DEVELOPMENT • SALES

65-1323 KAWAIHAE ROAD • KAMUELA, HAWAII 96743 
• OFFICE: (808) 885-5557 • FAX: (808) 885-4895

Charles A. Anderson, PB
(RB17210) 
808-895-5554 
charlie@bigisle.com

Private estate home on 3.5 landscaped 
acres overlooking the ocean. 

Sliding pocket doors in living area 
open onto a spacious, covered lanai 

and spectacular ocean views. 
Open-beamed vaulted ceilings in 
kitchen, living and dining rooms. 
Designed to allow cooling by the 

trade winds and is comfortable year 
round.  Spectacular ocean views. 
Bamboo windbreaks and other 

exotic trees and plants create a lush, 
tropical setting.

MLS 631349     $1,575,000

AWAIIAWAII
CIFICCIFIC

OKERS LLCOKERS LLC

MLS 631349    

North Kohala 
Custom Home

By Suzanne Sasaki 
Photos by Malia Welch except where otherwise noted

This story originally ran in the November 27, 2010 issue of the 
Kohala Mountain News. Only the photo of the long line of people 
passing books is an addition to the original story. 

The Great Kohala Huki Puke of Saturday, October 23, 2010, was 
an unqualifi ed success. Despite concerns about turnout and possible 
inclement weather, the day dawned bright and breezy, and a good 
crowd was there when ceremonies commenced at the Bond Memorial 
Public Library. 

Before the call to pass the books was given, Dawn Shibano, the 
former Bond Memorial librarian who was the primary driver behind 
the eff ort to get a new public library for North Kohala, was honored 
for her eff orts by John Kometani and Mike Maddux of the Friends of 
the Bond Memorial Public Library. She was presented with a beautiful 
redwood burl plaque made by Travis Owen expressing the thanks of 
the Kohala people for her “energy, wisdom, and leadership in the eff ort 
to obtain funding to build the North Kohala Public Library.”

North Kohala Does the Huki Puke

Photo by Tom Morse
The Great Kohala Huki Puke was a community effort to move all the books from the historic Bond Memorial Public Library to the new North Kohala 

Public Library. 

She was also presented with a Hawaiian quilt made by Audrey 
Veloria. Audrey explained that this was not a “show” quilt, but rather 
was a “kihei pili,” or a family-type quilt, designed to be actually used. 
The quilt was made entirely of scraps, thereby refl ecting the sustain-
ability ideas that Dawn had promoted as part of her vision of the new 
library. Audrey described the quilt’s pattern when she presented it. The 
blue backing represents the ocean which surrounds us; the green bor-
ders represent our “green” or sustainable library; the brown and white 
pieces represent the  Earth and fl owers of Kohala; and the pattern with 
dancing breadfruit, or ‘ulu, leaves represents the Kohala winds. She 
described this kihei pili as a sturdy, long-lasting blanket, and hoped 
that even though Dawn no longer lives in Kohala, she will wrap herself 
in it and recall the warmth of the people of Kohala and of the Bond 
Memorial Library ‘ohana. 

Dawn tearfully accepted both gifts, but insisted, “It wasn’t just me—

Photo by Malia Welch
Rachel Patton-Lancaster and her daughter Hoku pass the initial offering 

at the huki puke.
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THE 
COQUI CORNERC R

Aloha and Happy New Year from the folks at the Coqui Coalition. 
It has been a very busy 2019. Our crews and volunteers have 

recently been working at sites in upper Hawi, upper Kynnersley,
and Kaauhuhu.

Mahalo to those of you who have been working to keep your 
property and yards coqui-free. Do not let apathy be your guide. 

Try to be a good neighbor and keep our nights quiet. There is only
so much that our crews can do, we need your help.

For ideas and strategies on how you can help
control the coqui population in Kohala, call the             

COQUI INFORMATION LINE AT 889-1777
                   Mahalo to the State and County for supporting our efforts.

        Tax-deductible donations are gratefully accepted 
       through: NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi Hawaii 96719

Q
   

       
      t

have to thank this lady here, and 
that one there, and you, and you...
The whole community is respon-
sible for our new library.” 

After Dawn had composed 
herself, the ceremonies continued. 

A pu’olo, or gift, had been pre-
pared by Kumu Kealoha Sugi-
yama and had been left sitting 
in the library since the previous 
Wednesday to absorb its mana. 
The gift consisted of two kukui 
nut lei, one made of unpolished 
nuts representing old knowledge 
and ancient ways, and the other 
made of polished nuts represent-
ing new thoughts and knowledge. 
Kukui nuts were used by ancient 
Hawaiians as candles, a source of 
light, so in a broader sense they 
also represent the knowledge and 
enlightenment that the books and 
the library hold. Kahu Kaulana 
Scalise sounded th conch shell, or 
pu, and he and Kahu Kealoha then 
chanted the verses of “E Homai,” 
which asks that the knowledge 
come to people so they can see 
clearly, without judgment or prej-
udice. 

Then, to the shout of “let the 
books begin!” by Kahu Kealoha, 
and some serious book-traffi  c 
directing by library employee 
Joleen Soares, pre-bundled pack-

ets of books were passed out the 
door of Bond Library to mem-
bers of the Kohala Senior Citi-
zens group, representing existing 
knowledge, to begin the over one-
mile trek to the new North Kohala 
Public Library. 

At the other end, before any 
books entered the new library, 
the pu was again sounded, and 
the two kahus chanted the words 
of “Heahea ka Leo,” written by 
Kumu Keala Ching of Kona, off er-
ing greetings to all (people and 
library) and inviting all to enter 
with love. Kenneth Ian Bond, age 
11, and the son of Boyd Bond (rep-
resenting new beginnings and 
youth as the receptacle of both 
new and old knowledge), then car-
ried in the pu’olo and the fi rst two 
offi  cial books for the new library 
past the long kukui nut lei (again 
representing the light of knowl-
edge) through the main entrance 
doors. The fi rst two books, 
“Hi`iaka iki poli o Pele” and its 
English translation, “Hi’iaka in 
the bosom of Pele,” were written 
by Puakea Nogelmeier. The books 
were selected because according 
to Kahu Kealoha, the perilous 
journey of Hi’iaka to fulfi ll her 
sister Pele’s wishes somewhat 
paralleled the sometimes-rocky 
path that characterized the estab-
lishment of North Kohala’s new 
library. 

In the next two hours approxi-
mately 8,000 books “huki-puke’d” 
along Akoni Pule Highway from 
the Bond Memorial to the new 
North Kohala Public Library. (The 
remaining 9,000 books and other 
materials were trucked over the 
following week.)

Approximately 1,800 people 
lined Akoni Pule Highway to 
pass all these books. They came 
in groups and as individuals, 
from Kohala and beyond. They 
included the Kohala Senior Citi-
zens led by its President Jacob 
Zane and members of Kohala’s 
fi re and police forces. There was 
a police offi  cer from Kona, Wyatt 
Nahale. There were 50 members of 
the Akoni and Sarah Pule ‘Ohana 
in their red t-shirts and mem-
bers of the Ryukyukoku Matsuri 
Daiko drum group. Other groups 
included the Pop Warner Char-
gers football team in their black 

and gold shirts; members of Boy 
Scouts Troop 56 and Cub Scouts 
Pack 56; Lions Club members; 
large contingents from St. Augus-
tine’s Church and the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

Then there were all the indi-
viduals: four-year-old Gretchen 
Bonnie and her dad of ‘Ainakea; 
Georgine Busch and Robert 
Moeller wearing Viking-horned 
hats hats “just for fun;” Sam 
Petersen, reading teacher at Kohala 
High School with son Wylden 
and daughter Lucy (strapped to 
his chest in a baby carrier); Julie 
White with her 91-year-old mom, 
Violette Kaiawe; Lance Kajiwara 
of Isemoto Contracting; Wendy 
Hindley, a brand new Kohala resi-
dent of less than a week; Caroline 
Bond Davis (Boyd’s sister) and 
other members of the Bond family 
from O’ahu; Dylan Riekkola from 
Oregon visiting Waimea friends, 
who stated, “I wouldn’t miss this 
for the world!” 

Other Waimea partici-
pants included JoAnn Koga, 
an employee of Thelma Parker 
Library; Mike and Karly Kopra, 
friends of librarian Janet Lam, and 
Andrew Perala, whose wife Eileen 
used to work at Kohala Hospital. 
There was even a participant who 
did a little campaigning on the 
side, with his “Abercrombie for 
Governor” sign. And there were 
dogs—a chocolate lab, a chunky 
white terrier, and a dainty gray 
poodle providing encourage-
ment to their owners. Overheard 
in the line were two youngsters 
complaining that they wanted to 

go home to play with their com-
puter games, only to be quieted 
by a grandmother who told them 
to stop complaining because what 
they were doing was “making his-
tory.” True enough. 

Support for the huki puke 
came not only from book passers, 
but from merchants like Naka-
hara, Takata, and Arakaki Stores; 
Holy Bakery, KTA, Foodland, 
and Walmart, all of which pro-
vided cookies; Nakahara also pro-
vided plastic bags. The Waimea 
Rotary Club and Elsie Candelario 
donated cake and cookies, and 
the Kohala Seniors and Alfonso 
Mitchell donated lei. 

Just before the last of the hand-
carried books—including some 
carried by Dawn Shibano—were 
brought into the new library, 
Kahu Kealoha gave the “Oli 
Aloha” chant emphasizing the 
essence of aloha: Akahai, kind-
ness to others; Lokahi, unity; ‘Olu 
‘olu, to be pleasant; Ha’a ha’a, 

humility; and Ahonui, patience. 
Kahu said he hoped the spirit of 
aloha would pervade all users of 
the new library. Then, to repeated 
chants of “huki puke,” the last 
books were carried in. 

The huki puke was a success, 
and like the eff ort to build the 
library it worked because the com-
munity cared. But how did such a 
wild idea come to be? The huki 
puke started with the musings of 
Boyd Bond—”Hey, the libraries 
are only about a mile apart; why 
don’t we try this?” The idea fi rst 
met with skepticism, but then it 
started to coalesce. Into some-

photo by Gail Ifuku 
Four-year-old Gretchen Bonnie helps pass the books.

See Huki on Page 12
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Weekly Events in  FEBRUARY 2020

Email weekly calendar listings to:  kohalacalendar@gmail.com

DAY START END EVENT VENUE CONTACT

MON 6:30AM 7:30AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

9AM Kohala Senior Club meeting 
kohalaseniors@gmail.com

CIVIC CENTER

9AM 1PM EARLY LEARNING WITH CATHY MORGAN HUB CLUB 889-0404

3PM 3:45PM Capoeira - 3-6 YEARS HUB Barn 889-0404

4PM 5PM Capoeira - Youth HUB Barn 889-0404

5PM 6PM Insanity Classes with Ross Pagat Solid Rock North Church 989-0966

5:30pm 8:30pm Open Studio clay cottage 889-0404

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes hisaoka gym 895-2025

7PM Al-Anon meeting Kohala Mission School 895-2094

TUES 6:30AM 7:30AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

9AM 10:30am Tai Chi HUB Hale 889-0404

9am 1pm Keiki Hawaiian Culture & Customs hub barn 889-0404

3PM 5PM SCRABBLE FOR TEENS & ADULTS NORTH KOHALA LIBRARY 889-6655

5PM 6PM MEDITATION COURSE Intergenerational 
center

917-293-
3427

5pm 6pm Insanity Classes with Ashlee Cheek Solid Rock North Church 989-0966

5pm 6pm ButiFitness hub hale 889-0404

6pm 7pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

6:30PM 7:30PM Belly Dancing - teen-adult HUB Hale 889-0404

wed 7am walk with a doc Kamehameha Park 889-1570

8:30AM 9:30AM PILATES PLUS HUB HALE 889-0404

9AM 1PM EARLY LEARNING WITH CATHY MORGAN HUB CLUB 889-0404

1:30PM 3:30PM Afterschool Lego® Creations NORTH KOHALA LIBRARY 889-6655

1:30PM 3:30PM Teens X2 Social  11-19 yrs Artists' co-op 989 5995

1:30PM 2:30pm Beginner Ballet hub hale 889-0404

2pm 4pm open guided art studio Artists' co-op 783-1158

2:30pm 3:30pm Youth Beginner Ballet hub hale 889-0404

5pm 6pm Tai Chi hub hale 889-0404

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes walker hall 895-2025

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-0404

7PM Alcoholics Anonymous Wylie Hall,  ‘Iole Rd 889-6703

THU 6:30AM 7:30AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

9am 1pm Keiki Hawaiian Culture & Customs hub barn 889-0404

4PM 5:30PM Jan’s Yoga - Intermediate HUB Hale 889-0404

5pm 6pm MEDITATION COURSE intergenerational 
center

917-293-
3427

5PM 6pm Insanity Classes with Ross Pagat Solid Rock North Church 989-0966

5:30PM 8:30PM Ceramics -guided open studio HUB Clay Cottage 889-0404

6pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

7PM 8PM Narcotics anonymous meeting Wiley Hall on Iole 805-452-9501

FRI 9AM 11AM Tai Chi - all HUB Hale 889-0404

9AM 1PM EARLY LEARNING WITH CATHY MORGAN HUB CLUB 889-0404

9am 10:15am Tai Chi hub hale 889-0404

9am A Healing Circle for addicts, ALCOHOLICS Nani's Garden               805-452-9501

10AM 10:30AM Preschool Story time ages 2-5 North Kohala Library 889-6655

3:30pm 4:30pm Youth Hip Hop hub barn 889-0404

SAT 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL KAMEHAMEHA PARK 889-5675

10am 11am Qi Gong hub hale 889-0404

Sun 9AM 10:30AM yoga with jan - beginner HUB Hale 889-0404

10AM 11AM Seibukan Karate Academy HAWI FARMERS MARKET 889-0404

10am 11am West African Drumming class Artists' Co-op 987-4243

10:30AM 12PM yoga with jan - Intermediate HUB Hale 889-0404

11:30am 12:30pm West African Dance class Artists' Co-op 987-4243

3:30pm 5pm Crystal Alchemy Singing Bowl 
Sound Bath -Bi-Weekly

hub hale 889-0404

4:30PM 5:30PM Tango - Beginner HUB Hale 889-0404

5:30PM 6:30PM Tango - Intermediate HUB Hale 889-0404

6PM 7PM dharma recovery meeting clay cottage 464-4411

thing that could work. 
The huki puke was originally 

planned for this past summer’s 
Kohala reunion, but to the dis-

appointment of many it didn’t 
happen because shelving for the 
books couldn’t be installed in 
time. 

Boyd had no worries about 
carrying out the huki puke, how-
ever. He explained, “The thing 
about Kohala is community. I 
knew the community would pull 
together. Historically, the commu-
nity worked to protect the infant 
Kamehameha and to feed his 
armies when he was a chief. We 
worked together during the plan-
tation strikes and pulled together 
during the 2006 earthquake.” 

Dawn Shibano had expressed 
similar thoughts about the 
Kohala community when it came 
to obtaining a new library. She 
said the whole community was 
responsible for working on fund-
ing, from school children donat-
ing their pennies to Friends of 
the Library who manned the HI 
5-cent recycling station and held 
candy, book, and bake sales; gen-
erous community donors who 

gave both money and land (Surety 
Kohala), and politicians like 
Dwight Takamine who fought for 
what the community wanted. 

The great huki puke from the 

old library to the new was a fi tting 
culmination of more than 10 years 
of eff ort. 

The community is right to 
honor and be grateful to Dawn 
Shibano, Surety Kohala, Dwight 
Takamine and the many others 
who made the new North Kohala 
Public Library a reality. Boyd 
Bond and the Friends of the Bond 
Memorial Library also deserve 
thanks for the idea of the huki 
puke as a way for the entire com-
munity to take part in the open-
ing of Kohala’s new library. Every 
member of the extended `ohana 
that came together to support 
the North Kohala Public Library 
should give themselves a pat on 
the back for a job well done. The 
community has its new library 
and had a lot of fun in making it 
operational. 

Note: a DVD of the huki puke 
will be available in late November 
or December. It will be edited by 
Craig Williams of the Friends of 
Bond Memorial Library.

Huki, continued from Page 11

What: The Life and Death of  Captain James Cook 
Who: Boyd Bond
When:  Monday, February 10, at 6:30 p.m.
Where:  North Kohala Public Library, 
  54-3645 Akoni Pule Highway, 808-889-6655
Admission: Open to all, free admission 

North Kohala Public Library presents a Hana Hou! 
“talk story” session on The Life and Death of  Captain 

James Cook with local storyteller and historian Boyd Bond. 
Bond will discuss how Captain Cook began his third voyage 

into the Pacific Ocean in 1777, landed in Kealakekua in 
December of  1778 and was later killed there when 

he returned in February of  1779.
Was Cook the god Lono, who promised to return on a 

floating island? If  they thought Cook was a god, why did 
they kill him? And what is the legacy of  the famous explorer 

in the Pacific Islands he first place on European maps?
All this and m ore at North Kohala Public Library on Monday, 

February 10, at 6:30 pm. 
Call North Kohala Public Library at 889-6655 

for more information.
All programs are subject to change. If  you require an 

auxiliary aid or accommodation due to a disability, please 
contact the library at least 7 days before the program date.

Hana Hou! Hawaiian History Talks
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Kohala Sports

Next to Aloha Gas Station

The

Open: Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30
Sat   9 - 3

Family Salon

889~5077

Hair Spectrum

889-5613
rod@rodsrepair.com

Rod’s Repair
Factory Authorized Appliance Service
• Appliances and parts
• Ice makers
• Refrigeration
• Locksmith service

Hinokawa Electric LLC
Serving All of Your Electrical Needs

High Voltage Specialist

• Home stand-by generators
• Generac generators 
• Sales and repairs
• Alternate energy systems
• New homes and renovations
• Trouble calls

Service is Our Business
Aloa # 021349

License C-16154

According to Kohala Girls Bas-
ketball Coach Sandy Cho, this 
year the most challenging aspect 
of play for the team is turnovers. 
She said, “A lot of our opponents’ 
points were scored on our turn-
overs. Also, playing as a team. I 
think we still haven’t really found 
our rhythm yet. But we’re defi -
nitely getting there.” The Kohala 
girls’ teams consists mostly of 
senior players that have worked 
together to win and seem to be 
shaping up as the season moves 
on. 

I asked the coach who sur-
prised her at the Ka`u game? “No 
one really...before taking this job 

Cowgirls Basketball Jams-Up 
Ka`u Trojans at Home

with uncle Galo I pretty much 
knew how the fi ve seniors played. 
I was an assistant coach when 
they were just starting out as 
freshmen. I knew we had outside 
shooters, girls who wasn’t afraid 
to drive the ball and that they had 
a good defense...The underclass-
men have improved since we fi rst 
started, and I believe they will 
continue to improve as the season 
progresses.” 

Don’t worry about your win/
loss record, Cowgirls. We look for-
ward to every great game you all 
play. Keep up the great Cowgirls 
action and we’ll keep coming out 
to support you at the games. 

Photo by U`i Lorenzo
The Kohala Girls Basketball Team before a big win against Ka`u, where 

they won 48-21. 
Bottom row (left to right): Laila Cazimero-Carvalho, Manager Neighton 

Bell, Faith Knappe
Second row (left to right): Tiani Perez, Jasmine Hook, Kapanaia Reynolds

Third row (left to right): Kaisha Salazar, Leiana Carvalho
Fourth row (left to right): Anela Cazimero-Roxburgh, Kailee Paro

Top: Danyka Cazimero-Roxburgh
Not pictured: Head Coach Galo Fernandez, Assistant Coaches U’i 

Lorenzo and Sandy Cho. 

Photo by: Marcus Douglas
Kailani Valenzuela-Conte pitches to her father and catcher, Edwin 

Valenzuela. Edwin says that he has been coaching Kohala kids for most 
of his life and “just wants to be there for the kids to help them improve, 

get better at following their heart.” It’s not uncommon to see Kohala family 
members out there at Kamehameha Park on any given day, practicing 
with their kids and other people’s kids to help them improve and keep 

their hearts and minds focused on their dreams. 
The Kohala community is so proud of you, Edwin, for working to improve 

our future at a roots-deep level. Keep it up, brother. Big MAHALO NUI 
LOA to all those individuals and groups that maintain the park and keep 
the fi elds and courts open and safe for our athletes and families year-

round. 

Dad Makes a Difference
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Kohala Sports

Kohala 
Dental Center

Call us today 
to request an appointment

Your smile is our top priority

Accepting new patients
Emergency appointments

- State-of-the-art dentistry
- Exams & digital x-rays
- Dental hygienist on staff
- Tooth whitening
- Ceramic fi llings & crowns
- Oral surgery & extractions
- Full/partial dentures

www.kohaladental.com

889-6277

We’re Cooking It Up For You!

HAPPY HOUR
Tues, Wed, Thur
4:00 - 6:00889-5555

When asked what he thinks 
is the best aspect of swim team, 
Kohala High School junior Jeremy 
Barayuga replies, “The people on 
the team are really friendly and it 
keeps me motivated. We recently 
had a swim meet at Kamehameha 
and HPA schools and it was my 
fi rst time competing as a swimmer. 
I feel like I did pretty good.”  

Jeremy competes in the 50-meter 
and 100-meter freestyle events. “I 
prefer the 50-meter free because I 
can put all my energy into it,” he 
adds. Jeremy likes his coaches too, 
saying, “I really like my coaches 
because they are really nice to all 
of us swimmers.” Kohala Swim 
Team Coaches this year are Jeff  
Coakley and Elysia Yamamoto. 
The team members are Lola Hart, 
Francesca Salmoiraghi, Skyla Van-
Zandt, Christian Guevarra, Ralph 
Francisco, Kainoa Birdsall, Sydney 
Wiernicki, Jeremy Barayuga and 
Laif Showalter. We wish you all the 
best this season.

To make a donation to the team, 
mark it with the name Kohala Swim 
Team and drop it off  at the Kohala 
Community Pool at any time 
during normal operating hours. 

Kohala Swim Team Brings in New Talent

Photo by Jeffery Coakley
Junior Sydney Wiernicki takes a backwards start into the pool.

Photo by Marcus Douglas
(Left to right) Coach Elysia Yamamoto, Guest Coach Kassi Kometani (in 
the water), and Coach Jeff Coakley take time for a chat. Team member 

Kainoa Birdsall swims laps in Lane 1 (right). 

Photo by Jeffery Coakley
A rookie swimmer this year for Kohala, junior Ralph Fernandez (orange cap) competes in the 100m freestyle 

event. 

See Swim on Page 15
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,

J. Lorenzo Construction
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time

• Residential, commercial,
  industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432
lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

• 35 years of experience 
  with projects done all
  over Kohala

2012
& 2013

Kathie Babben
Waxing
Luxury Facials
Acne Treatment & Peels
Microcurrent Face Lifting

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Skin care
with 

30 years
experience

SkincarebyKathie.com
    333-4843

m

m

m

m

Kohala Sports
Photo by Jeffery 

Coakley
Chris Guevarra 

practices for 
an upcoming 
swim meet by 
throw-netting 

his competition 
into submission. 
Throw-net is the 
new advanced 
swim method 
used to defeat 

your competition 
without even 

swimming. (No, 
not really. Besides 
all the work, the 
swimmers like to 
have fun at the 

pool, too.)

Photo courtesy of Jeffrey Coakley
The 2020 Kohala Swim Team

Front row (left to right): Sydney Wiernicki, junior (50- and 100-meter 
freestyle, 100-meter backstroke), qualifi ed for State Championships; 

Francesca Salmoiraghi, sophomore (50- and 100-meter freestyle, 100-
meter backstroke); Christian Guevarra, sophomore (50- and 100-meter 
freestyle, 100-meter breaststroke); Jeremy Barayuga, sophomore (50- 

and 100-meter freestyle) 
Second row (left to right): Lola Hart, freshman (50-, 100- and 200-meter 
freestyle, 100m butterfl y, 100m backstroke) Skyla Van Zandt (50- and 
100-meter freestyle, 100m breaststroke); Laif Showalter, senior (50-, 

100- and 200-meter freestyle), qualifi ed for State Championships; Ralph 
Fernandez, freshman (50- and 100-meter freestyle) 

Third row (left to right): Coach Elysia Ney; Scarlett Jordan, sophomore 
(50- and 100-meter freestyle); Coach Jeff Coakley

Swim, continued from Page 14

By Jeff ery Coakley
Over the years, Kohala has pro-

duced some amazing athletes in 
what I would label a “fringe sport.” 
These sports fall outside of the foot-
ball and basketball radar and go 
pretty much unnoticed. Even so, 
Kohala has produced some amazing 
swim champions. 

Daniel Coakley, who was the Big 
Island Interscholastic Federation 
(BIIF) champ, has held the record 
since 2007 for the 50- and 100-meter 
freestyle and the 100-meter breast-
stroke, and competed in the 2008 
Beijing Olympics. 

In 2012, Kassie Kometani kept 
up the tradition as the 50- and 100-
meter freestyle BIIF champ. During 
that year the relay team of Yuki Zby-
tovsky, Marvelanne Clark, Naomi 
Ney and Kassie Kometani was the 
only one to beat the HPA (Hawaii 
Preparatory Academy) girl’s pow-
erhouse in the 200-meter freestyle 
relay. Kohala also exceled outside of 
the pool, as Naomi Ney was chosen 
as the Ambassador of Aloha by the 
Duke Kahanamoku Foundation and 
awarded a sizable scholarship. Yuki 
is now a junior at Harvard Univer-
sity and Kassie a fi rst-year law stu-
dent at Lewis & Clark College. 

The rest of the team are attend-
ing college at Mesa Community Col-
lege in San Diego with the intention 
of transferring to San Diego State 
University, Palamanui Commu-
nity College and the University of 
San Francisco. In the 2020 season, 
Sydney Wiernicki and fi rst-time high 
school swimmer Laife Showalter, 
from Kanu O Ka Aina but swimming 
for Kohala, are looking to be spoilers 
in the 50-meter freestyle and the 100-
meter backstroke.

However, though loads of fun, 
it’s been diffi  cult for the swimmers 
as they have had to pay for their 
own swimsuits, which can run up to 
$350 each just for the girls. This due 
to the fact that personal suits and 

Kohala Swim Team Historical Report
swim gear are the athlete’s respon-
sibility. There are much cheaper 
suits of poorer quality and it’s kinda 
sad when you’ve got a high-caliber 
swimmer competing in a poor-
quality suit. Does the suit make the 
diff erence? Believe it or not, it does 
when competing against swimmers 
as good as you are. The suit can be 
the diff erence. Olympians may use 
their suits a few times before dump-
ing them. 

So, part of the swimmer’s train-
ing time is devoted to raising money 
to pay for their suits, goggles, swim 
equipment, airfare to outer-island 
championship meets, ground trans-
portation, and room and board. 
Recently, a pool patron had been 
watching the high school swim-
mers train and then ask him to buy 
a laulau ticket to raise money. He 
noticed that the team was a bunch of 
ragtag athletes who wore whatever 
they had to the swim meets. 

At the meets, the other schools 
would have team jackets, hoodies 
and pants with their school names 
printed on them. He decided to do 
something about it and started rais-
ing money on his own for the team. 
To date, due to his eff orts and that 
of others who have donated money 
to his fund, he has been able to buy 
team jackets for each swimmer with 
Kohala High Swim Team embla-
zoned on the back. Besides the jack-
ets, the team was able to purchase 
goggles, sprint stretch cords, timing 
watches and transportation to the 
outer islands for the Hawaii High 
School State Championships. A 
couple of swimmers already quali-
fi ed at the fi rst meet, and the team 
really looks like a team with their 
new swim jackets. 

We would like to thank all those 
pool patrons, friends of the swim 
team and especially Rick Cohen for 
his time, energy and support to help 
build the next generation of Kohala 
swim champions!

Open Daily  10 - 6    889-0760
Downtown Hawi

    elements@ElementsJewelryandCrafts.com

Jewelry, Art and Gifts

Showcasing the work of over
80 Hawaii Artists

Handmade in Hawai’i

Green, recycled and fair trade
crafts, toys and bags

High School Football Coach Needed
Kohala High School is seeking a head varsity football coach for 

the upcoming 2020-2021 school year. Applications will be accepted 
from Monday, January 13, through Friday, January 31, at 4:30 p.m. 

Applications can be picked up at and returned to Kohala High 
School’s main offi  ce
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Telephone 889-6436

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Hawi, Hawai’i  •  The Welcoming Church

Masses: Saturday 5 pm 
Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am

Rev Elias Escanilla
Deacon Thomas Adams

Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Gospel of Salvation 
Kohala

Kokoiki Road
Service: Sunday 9:00 AM

Adult Bible Study: Monday 7 PM
Prayer Meeting: Friday 7 PM

Pastor Ilima Moiha
www. gos-kohala.org

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
Kapa’au, North Kohala  

Sunday Services:
7am - Holy Eucharist (quiet Mass) 

9am - Holy Eucharist 
Children’s Sunday School & Fellowship Brunch

Thrift Shop Hours:
Weds: 12 – 3:30pm  • Thurs:   4 – 6pm

4th Saturday: 10am – 12pm
Free Community Meal:

4th Saturday of each month: 11am – 12:30pm
Vicar Diana Akiyama   

www.staugustineskohala.com ●   808 889 5390

Kohala 
Churches

Kohala Baptist Church

Sunday Services  
Adult Bible Study/Kids on Mission  9 am

Worship Service/Sunday School 
(for children of all ages) 10:30 am

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church

KOHALA MONTHLY CALENDAR FEBRUARY 2020

Kalahikiola 
Congregational Church

Service every Sunday Morning at 9:30 
followed by pupus & fellowship

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30

Iole road off Akoni Pule Hwy. in 
Kapa’au 1/4 mile past the statue

www.kalahikiolacongregationalchurch.com

889-6703

Email monthly calendar listings to:  kohalacalendar@gmail.com

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM
February service:

Sunday, Feb 16, 10:00 a.m.
On the right  approx. one mile past the

Kohala Middle School In Halaula
For more information call: 987-1791

Rev. Bruce Nakamura
brucejunshin@gmail.com

Minister will be at the temple from 12:30 - 2 pm 
on service days to talk story with interested individuals

Join us for chicken and waffl es at 
Shrove Tuesday aka Fat Tuesday 

aka Mardi Gras dinner!
February 25, 2020 at 5:30pm

St Augustine’s Episcopal Church
Live music!

date DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

2/1 SAT 10:00 AM 12:00 PM RECYCLE PLASTIC CLEAN AND REMOVE LABELS, 
ORGANIZE ACCORDING TO #: 1,2,4 OR 5

HUB PARKING LOT LAVAROOTS@GMAIL.COM

2/1 SAT AM PM Lion Dance in N. Kohala Starts in Kapaau in the morning, 
moving to Hawi in early afternoon

2/2 SUN 10:00 AM 2:00 PM Chinese New Year Celebration 
- Pot Luck

TRADITIONAL LION BLESSING, FESTIVITIES Tong Wo Society 884-5566

2/3 Mon 5:00 PM 7:30 PM Chess Club Join the library’s Chess Club
 (first Monday of the month)

North Kohala Public Library 889-6655

2/3 MON 6:00 PM 7:00 PM Growth Management group meeting BANK OF HAWAII BUILDING 854 4888

2/5 WED 4:30 PM NKAG MEETING OLD COURTHOUSE 889-0404

2/5 WED 4:00 PM KOHALA Community Access Group MEETING SENIOR CENTER imuakohala@gmail.com

2/8 SAT 10:00 AM 3:00 PM Kohala Artists’ Co-op 
community swap meet

set a table and sell, swap or trade goods Artists’ Co-Op 430-3131

2/10 MON 3:00 PM 5:00 PM North Kohala Parent Support 
group

Supported by N. Hawaii Community Children’s Council KINGS VIEW CAFE 989-4894

2/10 Mon 6:30 pm 7:30 pm Hawaiian History Talk Join Boyd Bond for a Hana Hou! Hawaiian History Talk North Kohala Public Library 889-6655

2/11 Tue 11:00 am 12:00 pm Book Group Friendly discussion on the book “ The Shipping News” 
By Anne Proulx

North Kohala Public Library 889-6655

2/11 TUE 6:00 PM Hawaii Farmers Union United 6pm potluck, 7pm presentation. For everyone The HUB kohala.hfuu@gmail.com

2/15 SAT 4:30 PM 6:30 PM Free Grindz hot meal Kohala Baptist Church Banyan Tree 889-5416

2/18 Tue 10:00 am 12:00 pm Writers’ Group Cultivate your creative side 
by joining our Writers’ Group

North Kohala Public Library 889-6655

2/22 SAT 10:00 AM 12:00 PM Thrift Shop At St. Augustine Church Next to Walker Hall 889-5390

2/22 SAT 11:00 AM 12:20 PM Community Meal At St. Augustine Church Walker Hall 889-5390

2/23 SUN 3:00 PM 4:30PM Aquarian Universal Metaphysic Discover answers to “unanswerable” questions. Ainakea Senior Res. 882-7047

2/25 5:30PM CHICKEN AND WAFFLES SHROVE TUESDAY, FAT TUESDAY, MARDI GRAS, St Augustine’s church

2/25 TUE 6:30 PM 9:00 PM Belly Dancing HUB BARN 889-0404

2/26 WED 4:00 PM 5:30 PM Restorative Yoga Therapy class With Carla Orellana, Certified Yoga Therapist, 
by donation

The HUB 889-0404

2/26 WED 5:00 PM Parks, Water & Roads Group Monthly meeting Old Courthouse 889-6238

2/27 THU 6:00 PM 6:30 PM Prayers around the peace pole ALL are welcome, regardless of religious affiliation St Augustine’s church 895-5753

2/29 SAT 5:00 PM 8:00 PM Kohala Artists’ Co-op Art Party gallery showcase, theater performance, 
food and beverage vendors, local musicians

Artists’ Co-Op 960-3597
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HAWAIITRUSTLAW.COM

 

Naturopathic Physician
● IV Medicine

● Ozone

● Ultrasound

 Acupuncture (She's back!)

● Full medicinary     (physician-grade supplements)

● Herbal Medicine

● Homeopathy

● Hyperbaric Therapy

● Hydrotherapy
New Location in Hawi 

For appointments call: (808) 498-4018
Open 12-5 , Monday - Friday

Kohala Sports

NAKAHARA STORE

(808) 889-6449  | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm  Sun: 8am-3pm
Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree

Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts
HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP, & MAUI ONION SALSA

Anthony Vargas is a well-
known name at Kohala High 
School, with his big and amaz-
ingly friendly smiles and his con-
tagious, attractive energy. He is 
living here with his grandfather, 
Melvin Kapule, who has been 
a Kohala resident for 13 years. 
Melvin is an avid supporter of 
his grandson’s boxing passion. 
Around Hawaii, Anthony is 
known for his boxing skills. 

KMN: Why did you become a 
boxer, Anthony?

AV: “Growing up with my 
family, I was around a lot of girls 
and I was the only boy of 10 
grandchildren; I had to be able to 
hold my own.” 

KMN: What inspires you to 
compete? 

AV: “After working out for so 
long and so hard for one fi ght, win 
or lose I know I tried my best.”  

KMN: What are your goals for 
fi ghting in the future?

AV: “I plan to fi ght at the col-
lege level, move on to professional 
boxing, and then take the feather-
weight championship title” 

KMN: Who are the people 
in your life that inspire you the 
most?

AV: “My girlfriend pushes me, 

Kohala Boxer Makes Big Hits

Photo by Melvin Kapule
Anthony Vargas, grandson of 
Kohala-local Melvin Kapule, 

warming up at Palolo Boxing Gym 
on Oahu. 

Photo by Marcus Douglas
Anthony Vargas

and my Papa (Melvin). When I 
was younger Papa did not want 
me to box but when I got older, he 
really supported me.” 

KMN: We look forward to 
seeing you box all over the 
islands, Anthony, and we will be 
sure to keep track of your success 
here in Kohala. 

Pop Warner Off-Season

Photos by Marcus Douglas
(Left to right) Players John Barayuga, Josue Alfaro, Fernando Marroquin 
(front), Kamana’o Medeiros and Coach Keanu Bruno enjoying and off-

season practice day at Kamehameha Park. Coach Keanu says, “I want to 
be here for the boys, help them improve, stay active for the next season.’’ 

Coach Bruno intends to take the Chargers to another great football 
season next year with his extra effort to keep the players active.  Thank 

you, Coach, for being there. You are exactly the kind of man kids need in 
their lives: those who are there and always show up. 

Quarterback Kamana’o Medeiros takes a dynamite shot at receiver Josue 
Alfaro for a completion on a 10-yard bench route. Nice work men; keep it 

up, and we will see you next season. 
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THE AMAZING TOOTH BUS

Now seeing patients:

20 years and younger with

• HMSA
• HDS
• Private
• Medicaid (QUEST)
• HMSA Private
• Self Pay 
   for Children Only

Dental Services
● Exams
● Cleanings
● Digital x-rays
● Fillings
● Extractions
● And more!

The Amazing Toothbus located at 
53-3925 Akoni Pule Highway Kapa'au, 96755
Call 889-5453 to schedule and appointment

Kohala Sports

The Kohala Boys Basketball 
team is striving for their best this 
season with their huge spirit and 
solid teamwork ethic. Players like 
Jeff ery Francisco think that the 
team’s success is due mostly to a 
solid defense that can move their 
feet and hustle. Zhane Ellazar-
Ching feels that the team’s defense 
has a “solid full-court press that 
can get steals off  the other team 
for scoring opportunities.” Zhane 
plays basketball because it is one 
of his favorite sports, saying, “It 
makes me feel good and I know 
how to play this sport well.” 
Zhane hopes to play ball in col-
lege and is still investigating his 
options for post-high-school. Jef-
frey Francisco plays ball because 
it makes him “feel amazing and 
connected to my friends; we have 
a bond with each other.” Jeff rey is 
still weighing his options for col-
lege ball and just wants to “put 
Kohala on the map” with his hard 
work and solid balling skills. 

The team won their fi rst sea-
son-opener against Kealakehe 
with a score of 42-35. The high-
scoring player, O'shen Cazimero, 
was followed by Nai Emiliano. 

The team would like to give 
a big shout out to “808-Hui” for 
making the teams warmup uni-
forms, and a big thank you to the 
community for their continued 
support. 

In more recent games, Kohala 
beat Hilo in a heated home game, 
70-67, where O`shen Cazimero 
scored 26 points, Koby Agbayani 
16 points, and Jeff ry Francisco 

KHS Basketball Hoops Huge in 2019 Season

12 points. They went on to beat 
Honokaa High, 79-62, with Koby 
Agbayani scoring big while soph-
omore O`shen Cazimero had three 
fouls in the fi rst quarter. Accord-
ing to one local fan, the junior var-
sity team’s Trevor Figueroa played 
a huge role in the JV defeating 

Honokaa, 79-62, earlier that day. 
The team’s coach and the Tribune 
Herald say that the team is “men-
tally strong.” 

As of January 7, Kohala boys 
reign with an 8-1 record, defeat-
ing Parker to take the lead in their 
league. Kohala fan Chris Cackley 

Photo by Harley Yamasaki
Kohala Boys Team 2019-2020 

Front row (left to right): Kahiau Kapeliela, (senior), Elijah Antonio (senior), 
Jeffrey Francisco (junior), Zak Javillonar (senior), Koby Agbayani 

(sophomore)
Back row (left to right): La`akea Kauka, (sophomore), Molonai Emiliano.  

(junior), Keoni Barco (junior), O`shen Cazimero (sophomore), Moses 
Emeliano (junior), Zhane Ellazar-Ching (junior)

Photo by Amber Corrales
Junior Moses Emiliano takes the ball in for a scoring drive against Hilo at 

home. 

Photo by Amber Corrales
Junior Jeffrey Francisco looks to pass the ball to his teammates against 

Hilo at home. 
attends almost every game and 
feels like our Kohala boys, who 
often are at a height disadvantage 
compared to other teams, out-
skill almost every team they play. 
He feels that Kohala has a secret 
weapon: “The Kohala fans show 
up at the games.”
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Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm
Sat 8am - 12pm

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

Holiday Halau at Mauna Kea Beach Hotel
Story by Lynda Wallach

For the past several years, Na 
Kupuna O Kohala and the keiki 
and opio (young women) of Hula 
Halau Kalaniumi A Liloa, under the 
direction of Kumu Kaui Nakamura 
and Alakai Michael Matsu, have 
been invited to dance at the Mauna 
Kea Beach Hotel during the holiday 
season. This year – on December 22, 
26 and 29 – they performed before 
an audience of tourists and sup-
porters from Kohala. It is an expe-
rience enjoyed by all, from keiki to 
kupuna. The event even featured 
an appearance by Santa who, of 
course, came carrying a surfboard.

Photos by John Winter
Keiki with Santa

Kupuna KaneKupuna Wahine

Sophisticated Hula

Young women
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 Come in for more 
in-store specials

Preserve the past. Celebrate the present.
Prepare for the future.

“Always leave with a Smile”

889-5413
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 8AM - 7PM 

SUNDAY 8AM - 1PM

$5.89    

$2.99

$5.79     2/$7

$ 6.99    $3.99

$8.99    $6.39

$16.99  $13.99

$4.49    

$1.99

64 oz  

$4.99    $3.39
14 oz  

16 oz  

1.5-16 oz  

12''  

12's  

13 oz  

$4.79    $2.89
13 oz  

9.8 oz  

$ 2.49    $1.39
9.8 oz  

1 lb  

$8.39    $5.49
1 lb  

HOT DEALS FOR JAN 29 TO FEB 11

Get out there, y’all and enjoy 
the day with your family at the 
Kohala Golf Park in what Trip 
Advisor refers to as “A great 
course for beginners.” 

The course website (https://
kohalagolfpark.org) is easy to 
navigate; there you’ll fi nd the golf 
park’s hours and info on its inex-
pensive prices. However, to save 
you the trouble, here’s what you 
need to know.

Open hours: 7 days a week 

Kohala Golf Course Looking for Action

from 8 am till dusk. 
Location: You can easily fi nd 

the park by doing a Google Maps 
search with the keywords “Kame-
hameha Park Kapaau Hawaii 
96755 Kohala Golf Course.” 

Cost: Prices are very aff ord-
able, and they have all the clubs 
and balls you need. They even 
have electric carts. Ages 55 and 
older pay $10 and ages 17-54 pay 
$12. Kids are free so it is a great 
family day. 

You will likely see people you 
know volunteering at the Park, 
like Brad Estabilio, who gave me 
a minute of his time and said, 
“All of us volunteers work hard 
to keep the course open and we 
want people to play it.”  

He was sure to name all those 
local volunteers, who include: 
Bob Tetac; Deborah Imonti; 
John Watson; Harold Alcoran, 
Jr.; Harold Alcoran, Sr.; Loretta 
Alcoran; Braden Alcoran; Jason 

Photos by Marcus Douglas
Kohala-local John Preston made the blue and red hole markers that still 

look brand new for the open-and-ready-for-action Kohala Golf Park. 
Kohala Golf Course Volunteer Brad Estabilio repairs some pig damage 

alongside the road to the Caddy Shack.  
Felciano; and Jowen Coito, the 
mechanic. “Get out here and play 
the course and then write the arti-
cle,” says Harold Alcoran. 

I took his advice, played the 
course, and can recommend it 
from personal experience as a 
great way to enjoy a couple of 
hours in beautiful, wide-open 
spaces. 

Thank you, volunteers, for 
your community service. We will 
see you out there soon. 
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