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Hamakua-Kohala Health, Kohala Hospital COVID Vaccination Clinics
Open to Kohala Kupuna 65+
Kupuna wanting appointments or information are encouraged to call the Kohala Hospital’s
Call Center at 808-889-7969.
Call Center employees are on
hand to help with registration and
scheduling appointments. Call
Center hours are Monday–Friday
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Hospital Administrator Gino
Amar said the decision to limit to
appointments only “will ensure all
our kupuna who want the COVID
vaccine will be able to schedule an
appointment and won’t be subjected to long lines or a wait at the
vaccination clinic, which is being
held on the hospital property.”
Kohala Hospital’s vaccine
clinic was established in collaboration with Kona Community
Hospital (KCH).
As a registered clinic in the
CDC Vaccination Provider Program, KCH has provided ongoing
See Clinic, on Page 2

Funds Available to Begin
Mahukona Park Restoration

By Toni Withington
After two years of remaining condemned and crumbling,
movement to replace the Mahukona Park pavilion is finally
underway. Maurice Messina,
director of the County Parks and
Recreation Department, told a
meeting of those interested in rebuilding the park that funds may
be available in April to begin deconstruction of the well-loved
pavilion.
In his second of planned
monthly meetings with the Save
Mahukona Action Committee,
Messina said COVID-related
Fair Share funds will be used
to remove the structure and the
chemically contaminated soil near
it. He showed the dozen people
attending the March 11 meeting
a Hazardous Materials Survey
Report completed in December
2008.
It found significant levels of
lead paint in the pavilion interior

and exterior and some chemical soil contamination on the
shore side of the building, but no
asbestos, mercury or arsenic. The
findings mean that removal and
disposal of the hazardous materials will make de-construction of
the pavilion more expensive, since
everything has to be handled in a
special way. Messina estimated
the cost of removal of the building and soil at $250,000, which
he said the Planning Director has
indicated is available through Fair
Share funding.
Noelani Rasmussen asked the
Parks Department to allow for a
ceremony before the pavilion is
de-constructed so that families
with ties to the village at Mahukona and the multi-generations of
users of the 70-year-old structure
can celebrate its longtime recreation center for many lives. Messina agreed.
Even before the pavilion is
See Mahukona, on Page 2

Exclusive Series: “The Rise and Fall of Sugar in Kohala”

Dreams Do Come True
How NKCRC Supports Kohala

Hinano Solomon Lewis (left) and Johnelle Amoo Ching Kainoa of Kohala
Unupaʻa created a Hawaiian culture immersion project for Kohala keiki.

Story and photo by `Ekela Kahuanui
Kohala Unupaʻa is a program
for Kohala youth and the dream
of two of Kohala’s own mana
wāhine (powerful women). In
Kohala Mountain News
Box 639
Kapa’au, HI 96755

2013, Johnelle Amoo Ching Kainoa
(Project Director) and Hinano Solomon Lewis (Assistant Director)
shared their vision for Kohala’s
See NKCRC, on Page 2
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Remnants of the sugar cane industry abound in Kohala, cemented both in physical form and
longtime residents’ memories. What happened to the sugar industry? Why did it start in Kohala,
and why did it stop? How did it help to create the colorful mosaic of cultures we find in our
community today? These questions, and many more, will be answered in our extended series,
“The Rise and Fall of Sugar in Kohala.” Read the next of many illuminating installments inside!

Source: Kona Community Hospital

Vaccines for Kohala community members aged 65 and older began on
March 6 at Kohala Hospital.

PO

I

D

Hamakua-Kohala Health and
Kohala Hospital have opened
their COVID-19 vaccination clinics to Kohala community members who are 65+ years of age.
Hamakua-Kohala Health Center’s vaccination clinic is administering the Moderna vaccine.
Those who would like to be vaccinated must call in advance to
schedule their visit. The scheduling number is 808-930-2751.
Kohala Hospital clinic is
administering the Pfizer vaccine.
Clinic hours are from 9:00 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Additional Tuesday
community clinics are currently
scheduled at Kohala Hospital for
April 6, April 13 and April 27.
The Kohala Hospital clinic is
strictly limited to Kohala residents
who are 65 years of age and older.
As a closed POD – or Point of Dispensing – the hospital’s clinic is
by appointment only. Walk- ins
cannot be accommodated.
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Clinic, continued from Page 1

Workers express appreciation for those who have put themselves in
harm’s way for the greater good.

administrative, pharmacy and IT
support.
Since their December 29
launch, the clinic has administered 258 first- and second-dose
vaccines to employees and frontline healthcare workers.
In addition to the Kohala Hospital vaccinations for those 65
and older, on March 15 Queen’s
North Hawaii Community Hospital (NHCH) in Waimea/Kamuela began vaccinating those 16-64
who are at highest risk.
● Highest risk is defined by
the Department of Health as those
age 16-64 with:
● Dialysis-depended end-stage
renal disease
● Oxygen-dependent respiratory disease
● Oxygen-dependent cardiac
disease

● Cancer or autoimmune disease undergoing active chemotherapy or immunosuppressive
medication therapy at an infusion
center. Vaccinations at NHCH are
by appointment only.
To request an appointment,
email QNHCHvaccine@queens.
org. and include your name,
date of birth, phone number and
employer if you are an essential
worker.
You may also call 808-881-4668.
Anyone who previously emailed
or called while they were ineligible and are now eligible is asked
to email again.
Community members with
vaccination questions can visit the
state Department of Health website at www.hawaiicovid19.com
or call the DOH’s established Call
Center at 808-586-8332.

Kohala
Dental Center

Your health & safety
have always been our
top priorities.
● Utilizing advanced
infection control

● Daily staff & patient screening
● N95 Respirators, Face Shields
● 6 New HEPA Filtration Units

889-6277
Call us today
to request an appointment

● U.V Air disinfection
● Social Spacing & much more

Doing our part to keep
Kohala healthy!
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NKCRC, continued from Page 1
keiki with North Kohala Community Resource Center’s (NKCRC)
staff, in hopes of making their
dream a reality.
Their project involved immersing keiki (children) of Kohala in
the Hawaiian culture, exposing
them to oral histories as shared by
kūpuna, Hawaiian language, and
hands on learning experiences.
Amoo and Hinano wanted youth
to know about Kohala’s rich history. They wanted the participants
to build pilina (relationship) to
these areas, with the hope of instilling in them the desire to become
stewards of the land and ocean.
The work that followed with
NKCRC staff was determining
how this project would serve the
community. Who in North Kohala
would benefit from such a project? How would the project bring
the community together?
After a few meetings and

workshops, the dream was realized when Amoo and Hinano
submitted and received their first
fiscally sponsored grant with the
help of NKCRC staff. The grant
was received by NKCRC, and was
then passed onto Kohala Unupaʻa.
NKCRC then sent Kohala Unupaʻa
an invoice for its fiscal sponsorship, which is eight percent of the
total amount awarded.
Currently, Kohala Unupaʻa
has received 73 percent of all the
grants they have written. This
program has serviced over 900 of
Kohala’s keiki.
“NKCRC had faith in two
ambitious wahine who had a
dream. We MAHALO the staff
and the Board of Directors of
NKCRC, who go over and beyond
for project organizers of Kohala,”
shared Amoo. This project is just
one example of how fiscal sponsorship by NKCRC helps community members fulfill dreams.

Mahukona, continued from Page 1

preparation of interpretive signs,
as well as mapping and archaeological information.
The Parks, Water, Roads Group
of the Community Development
Plan provided digital copies of
the 2008 draft Environmental
Assessment that was made for a
planned, but never initiated, restroom structure. It includes data
that could be used in preparing
the environmental review that
will be needed for any new plans.
When it was suggested that the
facilities might be two structures
joined by a roofed open area, one
participant suggested all roofs be
covered with solar panels.
Karen Martinez, head of the
Save Mahukona group, asked that
signs be located on the park and
on the access road to indicate that
restoration of the park, powered
by community involvement, is
underway. Messina agreed.
In preparing for the next meeting scheduled for April 8, Messina said he would bring a map
of the park lands provided by the
Finance Department, figures for
the value and scope of the demolition, a report on the status of
infrastructure (water, electrical
and wastewater) and reports from
other departments about possible
funding.

removed, Messina said steps are
being taken to do the planning
and permitting process for replacing the park amenities. This part
will include multiple meetings in
the community to work on design
and placement of permanent restrooms and entertainment areas.
He estimated the cost of planning
the facility at $175,000.
Even before that, Messina proposed the department construct
a platform deck on which park
users can hold dances, meetings and get-togethers. Whether
or not it will be used in the final
plans is up for discussion. People
can gather there to experience the
vacant land and decided where
the new facilities should go.
The current park takes up
less than half of the 14.96-acre
land available for the park. The
parcel surrounds a three-acre
parcel owned by the Federal
Government that is home to the
unmanned lighthouse maintained
by the Coast Guard. The southern
boundary adjoins Lapakahi State
Historic Park.
Aric Arakaki, superintendent
of the Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail, said his office might be
able to provide the County with
additional access to funding and

We are moving...but not far!
Last day of business in Hawi: Friday, March 26
First day new location: April 2nd... no fooling!
Same phone numbers and email addresses.

Follow us!
Call today to schedule your appointment.
808 498-4018
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By Richard Bodien
Gleaning is an ancient practice
that has gained some revival in
recent decades. In Biblical times,
it was the act of collecting leftover
crops from farmers’ fields after
they had been harvested, and later
became a legally enforced entitlement of the poor in a number of
Christian kingdoms.
It has been practiced in many
cultures and was captured most
eloquently in a painting by JeanFrançois Millet, seen here. In
times of need and starvation, it
provided a vital form of food
security for the peasants and poor.
In September of last year,
the Kohala Gleaning crew was
assembled. The immediate goal
was to help provide more food for
people in Kohala who were suffering from the economic effects
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Kohala Gleaning Delivers Free Fruit

of the pandemic lockdown.
In January 2021, the Free Fruit
Sharing Market was created and
is now hosted at St. Augustine’s
Episcopal Church in Kapa`au. It’s
open from 4–5 p.m. every Thursday, when the Thrift Shop is also
open. Bring what you can and
take what you need. No money
is accepted, and no donations are
required.
Kohala Gleaning is a no-profit,
all-volunteer crew. We’re always
looking for another helping hand.
No experience required. No pay;
great benefits. If your property
produces a surplus of produce,
call Kohala Gleaning. Your donation will create a lot of smiles.
Contact Karolina Garrett at
(415) 305-1576, Richard Bodien
at (808)889-1282, or gleaning@
hawicenter.com.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Gleaners

Notorious 1857 oil painting by Jean-François Millet depicts the ancient
practice of gleaning.

Halaula Well Still on Schedule
By Toni Withington
The Halaula Well and Reservoir construction project remains
on schedule, according to the
Department of Water Supply
(DWS). Installation of the $13
million well and reservoir at the
top of Ma`ulili Road is projected
to be complete by this summer,
even though the installation of
new pipelines has been expanded
along Akoni Pule Highway.
The project will benefit more

residents along the highway at
Kapa`au and Halaula than first
intended by replacing 1,300 feet
of old pipeline along the highway.
Installation of new waterlines
on Ma`ulili Road and the highway is estimated to be 80 percent
completed, with that extra 1,300
feet of waterline remaining. Work
on that waterline section was
scheduled to begin on March 15.
At the well site, an estimated
95 percent of the necessary earth-

BIP MAINLAND
EGGS
18 CT

HOLY’S BAKERY
FROZEN PIES
36 oz

$7.89

$15.99

work and grading have been
completed. On March 9, the contractor was able to pour concrete
for the floor of the new 500,000gallon storage reservoir, which
was then estimated to be 10 percent finished.
Construction of the tank walls
is expected to start late in March
and take about four months to
complete.
“Existing waterlines will continue servicing customers until

FERRERO
NUTELLA
13 OZ

the system upgrades become
operational,” a representative
of the water company reported.
The DWS is funding this project
through a low-interest loan from
the State of Hawai`i’s Drinking
Water State Revolving Fund.
Residents or customers who
have questions about the construction project may call DWS
Project Engineer, Larry Beck, at
961-8070, or DWS’ Communications Branch at 961-8050.
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“Always leave with a Smile”
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HOT DEALS FOR 3/31 - 4/13/21
OPEN
MON TO SAT 8AM - 7PM
SUNDAY 8AM - 1PM
KUPUNA HOURS: WED/FRI 8-9AM
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Roots Skatepark Expansion

Photo by Richey Riggs

Happy skaters show their appreciation for the expanded skate park.
By Richey Riggs
The volunteer efforts to expand
Roots Skatepark have paid off. The
new terrain accommodates novice
and expert riders, individuals
young and not-so-young.
The recent overwhelming numbers of joyful and appreciative
skateboarders from every corner of
the Big Island and beyond is truly
heartwarming.
The construction and design process has been led by an outstanding
member of this community, Brian
Sandlin. With a dedicated group of
volunteers, Sandlin selflessly gave
of his free time to create something
special for not only for the youth

of Kohala, but also for all present
and future skateboarders on the Big
Island.
This volunteer group made the
most of a relatively small budget
that was appropriated by former
District 9 Councilwoman Margaret
Wille.
Margaret saw the joy skateboarding provided Kohala kids at
the original Roots Skatepark and
she believed in their dedication.
She saw the vision and potential
for the expansion and made discretionary funding available foremost
towards the second phase of development.
With that funding put to good

CONTACT FOR MORE INFO:
ERIKA@HIPAGRICULTURE.ORG

Photo by P. Lutz

Cole and Niko Lucas were amongst the Kohala skaters present when
professional skateboarding legend Tony Hawk stopped by Roots
Skatepark in March.

use and Phase Two a reality, this
group of volunteers has been organizing again via social media and
word of mouth in order to raise
additional funds for more skatepark
features and a future Phase Three.

To find out more information
log on to www.rootsskatepark.
org, where you can donate via
PayPal. Follow the park via Instagram @roots_skatepark or contact
at skate4roots@yahoo.com.
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Teaching Art to young children at our Cooperative Gallery
of local artists is a joy for me!
The minute they walk through
the big old doors, they are surrounded by paintings, photos,
wood and metal sculpture,
prints, fabrics, glass work, jewelry and ceramics! Their eyes dart
from piece to piece as they resist
Dear Editor,
I recently received my second
COVID shot at Queen’s Clinic in
Waimea. From the person on the
phone to the one who put the
needle into my arm, it was a personal connection with the medi-
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Letters
Children Love Art

Future KMN Deadlines

the urge to touch... For many of
our children, this is as close to a
museum or fine art gallery as they
will come.
We talk about what pieces
appeal to them and why. By
simply reaching for a book from
our growing library of Art books,
I can help them imagine ancient
cultures, expressed through their

buildings, beadwork, tools and
history, painted in plates and
mosaics. We build Louise-Nevelson-style tiny cities, spray them
gold like she did—and learn her
name! Do you know who Louse
Nevelson is? They do! Oh, the
joys of teaching Art to children
surrounded by Art!
Catherine Morgan

cal profession I’d not experienced
in decades. Those of us (six-feetapart and masked) in line met
unhurried, respectful, cheerful
workers and volunteers who were
also organized and efficient. I left,
after being observed an extra fif-

teen minutes because of allergies,
grateful for the warmth of interaction with healthcare givers. Since
it was late in the day, I’m sure
their feet hurt, but their aloha
spirit never waned.
Grateful, Virginia Fortner

COVID Vaccination

Letters from Kohala Middle School Students
Mr. Duncan Anderson teaches seventh grade at Kohala Middle School. Every year he asks his students to choose a
problem on Hawai`i Island they would like to help solve. Students spend the earlier part of the school year researching
and doing projects related to their chosen topic. Toward the end of the year, the students are charged with bringing
their message out to the community in whatever way they see fit. Part of that goal can be accomplished by writing a
Letter the Editor for publication in the Kohala Mountain News. The following are some of those letters.
Additional letters from other students will be published in upcoming issues.

Fire Ants

Dear Kohala,
My name is Chanceton and I
am from Kohala Middle School.
Today I will be writing about why
fire ants are terrible for Hawaii.
Fire ants are a part of the genus
Solenopsis, which means they are
stinging ants. The fire ant problem
in Hawaii started with a shipment
of plants from Florida.
When the shipment got to
Hawaii, the ants went all over
the island and started to reproduce, causing horrible things to
happen. After the arrival of the
fire ants, they started to damage
native plants and animals. When
the fire ants attack and kill native
birds, the insect population grows
and causes more insects [sic], like
the spiders.
Another reason why fire ants

don’t belong in Hawaii is that
they can cause blindness to your
pets. When your pet finds a fire
ant mound, they can smell it and
one of the ants can crawl on and
bite their eye, causing blindness.
The last reason why the fire ants
are not good for Hawaii is because
of their mounds. The mounds can
cause a lot of things like accidents
and property damages. A person
could be walking and accidentally
step on one, causing the person
to be bit by one or more ants. The
other thing is property damage;
the property can be infested with
mounds and can cause people to
not use their yard.
In Kohala, there is a little group
called “StopLFAKohala.” The
group provides free testing kits at
Takata’s, Nakahara’s, Arikaki’s,

and at the coffee shop. The kit provides cut chopsticks that you put
peanut butter on top of and put
around to test for fire ants. After
waiting for a while, you can go
look and see if you have fire ants.
If you do have fire ants, you can
buy poison which will kill the fire
ants. The poison that kills the fire
ants is called “ProBait,” which is
only harmful to the ants and not
other animals. The worker ants
will carry the bait to the queen
and when she eats it, she will die
and no longer can reproduce.
Altogether, fire ants are horrible for Hawaii and the problem
should be dealt with.
Sincerely,
Chanceton Ke-a
PS: My friend Miah said go get
an anteater.

Dear Editor,
Have you ever heard of Emotional abuse? Maybe you have,
but do you really know what
it is? I’m Zalea Douglas, a seventh grader from Kohala Middle
School, and I’d like to tell you
about it.
Emotional abuse is when
someone damages your feelings
and mind. There are three main
types of Emotional Abuse: Parental, Relationship, and Workplace
emotional abuse. Parental Emotional abuse is when an adult tells

a child(ren) they are worthless or a
mistake, exposes them to violence,
and/or limits affection for them.
Relationship Emotional abuse is
when a person makes accusations
of a partner cheating, cheats to
“prove” that they are more desirable than a partner, and/or is
jealous of a partner’s outside relationships. Workplace Emotional
abuse is a bit different than the
other two, as it usually occurs in
an entirely different environment.
Examples of Workplace emotional
abuse would be when a person

is intimidating someone on purpose, deceiving someone, and/
or leading a person to false hopes.
However it can also be when a
worker does not have a colleague
or manager to listen to their concerns.
Now that you’ve learned
(more) about emotional abuse,
you can recognize when it’s happening and do something. One
day, I want Kohala to be an emotional-abuse-free zone.
Sincerely,
Zalea Douglas

Dear Editor,
My name is Trinity-Lee Keawe
and I am a seventh grader at
Kohala Middle School. A huge
problem here is underage drinking. Every year about 5,000

American kids die as a result of
underage drinking, car crashes, or
homicides.
Youth who drink are more
likely to experience school problems such as high rates of absences

or lower grades. I would like to
see no underage drinking in my
community. Thank you for your
time!
Sincerely,
Trinity-Lee Keawe

Emotional Abuse

Underage Drinking
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Letters from KMS Students
Vaping at KMS

Dear Parents of Kohala,
Aloha, my name is Hali’a K. Keliikipi. I am currently a student at
Kohala Middle School. One problem here in Kohala is our keiki vaping.
Do you know if your keiki vapes? Do you know if they vape at school?
Vaping causes SERIOUS lung damage, even some deaths. IMAGINE if
your child vapes! They’re only kids! Your keiki can be at risk! Vaping
puts nicotine into the body. Nicotine is HIGHLY addictive and can
slow brain development and affect your student’s memory, concentration, learning, self-control, attention and mood. Vaping can also lead to
smoking cigarettes or other forms of tobacco use.
The vape has cartridges filled with a liquid that usually contains
nicotine, flavoring, and other chemicals. Do you really want your child
to vape?
Mahalo for reading,
Hali’a K. Keliikipi

Hawaiʻi State House of
Representatives Update

From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

Kohala Needs Affordable Housing
To KMN Editor,
I would like to have my essay in the news. I would appreciate this
because there is a problem that not a lot of people realize until this
happens to them or someone close to them. The problem I am writing
about is affordable housing.
This problem started when people from other places around the
world came here and took or bought all the major/big plots of land.
Even though that happened a while ago, it still affects people today.
If this problem is solved in the future, I would like to see more locals
living in Hawaii. No, it isn’t a problem that can be solved quickly, but it
is one that can be solved through the years. We could have more affordable housing subdivisions for lower income local families.
I hope this would help if my letter is printed. Thank you for your
time.
Sincerely,
Ascher Blanco
A concerned KMS student

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas

Representative David Tarnas
speaks for North Kohala as a
member of the Hawaiʻi State House
of Representatives.

Aloha,
I am writing this month to
share an update on the proposed
changes and planning process at
Pololū Valley. Pololū Valley is a
site of great cultural and environmental significance, and sustainable management of the area is of
critical importance to the Kohala

community.
Many Kohala community
members have reached out to me
to share their concerns regarding proposed development of
fee-simple lots on Surety Kohala
land located on the rim of Pololū
Valley. The County of Hawai‘i
has jurisdiction over the Surety
Kohala application for consolidation and re-subdivision of lands,
and is currently considering
Surety’s application. I encourage
interested community members
to actively participate in this process so that the Hawai‘i County
Planning Department and County
Council understand the public
sentiment on this matter when
they make decisions regarding
Surety Kohala’s application.
My responsibility as the State
Representative is to address the
overcrowded conditions at the
Pololū Valley overlook and the
trail to the valley floor, which are
under the jurisdiction of the State
Department of Land and Natural
Resources (DLNR).
The increase in visitors to
Pololū Valley has resulted in overcrowded conditions at the overlook and trail. Because there is
insufficient marked parking, visiSee HI Rep, Page 7
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HI Rep continued from Page 6
tors park alongside both sides of
the road, and this overcrowding
leads to traffic congestion, safety
issues for drivers and pedestrians,
and disruption to nearby residents. The lack of bathroom facilities is also causing harm to our
environment and posing a public
health risk.
The State needs to take steps
to limit the number of people
visiting this important location
and improve traffic safety in the
area. Other locations around the
State have successfully accomplished this by building a parking lot with a limited number of
spaces, controlled by a parking
attendant who collects parking
fees and turns cars away when
the lot is full. With a parking lot
at Pololū, the State would be able
to prohibit parking on the sides of
the road and enforce regulations
by ticketing violators.
Including bathrooms at the
parking lot would also prevent
the environmental damage currently caused by people reliev-
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ing themselves at the trailhead or
along the trail. Funds collected at
the parking lot would help pay
for the parking lot attendant and
maintenance costs for the bathrooms, parking lot, and the trail
itself. The parking lot could be
locked at night to prevent people
from gathering there after hours.
In 2019, the Hawai’i State
Legislature authorized $500,000
in capital improvement project
(CIP) funding to the Department
of Land and Natural Resources
(DLNR) to conduct a planning
and design process for the development of parking, restrooms,
and trail restoration at the Pololū
Valley trailhead. This authorization indicates the State’s support
for the maintenance and sustainable management of Pololū. This
planning and design process will
include significant community
engagement to make sure the
development supports the community’s vision for this important
area.
Currently, the State does not
own any land in the area suit-

State CIP Funds Released for
Construction of Administrative
Offices at Kohala Hospital

Governor David Ige has
released State Capital Improvement Project (CIP) funds totaling
$500,000 to finance the construction of centralized administrative
offices at Kohala Hospital.
“This funding is extremely
timely, as during COVID-19 we
have had to adjust our procedures
to accommodate social distancing,” said Gino Amar, Administrator of Kohala Hospital. “This will
allow us to provide more administrative staff areas as we continue
to address the new normal.”

The additional administrative
and business office will create a
more comfortable, efficient working environment for Kohala Hospital’s staff, allowing them to
better serve patients.
“I am very glad that this project has received the necessary
funding to move forward with
construction,” says Rep. David
Tarnas. “Support for our health
care facilities and providers is of
the utmost importance, and I look
forward to this important project
progressing.”

able for a parking lot. Therefore,
when Surety Kohala offered to
donate land to the State for a
parking lot and bathroom facility,
it was appropriate for the Board
of Land and Natural Resources
to issue a Letter of Intent indicating that the State would be prepared to accept the land donation
if Surety Kohala should offer it in
the future. This general concept of
building a parking lot and bathrooms was discussed in several
public meetings in North Kohala
in recent years and received positive feedback and support.
The State will need to acquire
land in the vicinity of the Pololū
overlook before it can begin the
planning process for a parking lot.
If and when the State obtains suitable land, the DLNR Division of
Forestry and Wildlife has committed to a planning process which
would include close consultation
with the community. They would
also develop a management plan
to address the overcrowding at
the trailhead and along the trail.
I will carefully track this issue to

make sure DLNR follows through
with this commitment to engage
with community stakeholders.
I am deeply committed to protecting the cultural history and
environment at Pololū Valley.
In the event that the State is not
able to obtain the land by a donation from Surety Kohala, I will
work with the appropriate State
and County entities to determine another way to manage the
overcrowded conditions that are
negatively affecting the valley,
trail, and overlook, and causing
significant traffic safety problems
in the area.
Your input is very important
to me, and it is essential that we
continue the dialogue regarding
the plans and future management
for Pololū Valley. If you have further questions, please reach out
to me via email at reptarnas@
capitol.hawaii.gov or by phone at
(808) 586-8510. Another great way
to keep informed is to subscribe
to my e-newsletter at: bit.ly/reptarnas-signup. Please take care of
each other and stay safe. Mahalo!

County Council Update

From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Tim Richards

Photo courtesy of Tim Richards

Councilmember Tim Richards
represents North Kohala as part of
Hawai’i County Council District 9.

Lush Puakea Bay Ranch Estate

To Advertise In
The Kohala
Mountain
News
Call Tom
345 0706
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Aloha! Once again, it is time
for the monthly update from our
office.
County Of Hawaiʻi Grant-InAid
The County of Hawaiʻi has a
Grant-in-Aid program that goes
back many years. The concept is
relatively simple: Community
groups and organizations seeking grant funds for the betterment of their group, and thus the
county, can apply to the County of
Hawaiʻi during its annual process
for a portion of the appropriated
funding. Historically, there has
See CC, Page 8

Unique Subdivision Opportunity in Kapaau

$428,000
MLS 645256
$2,450,000 MLS 644299
Extremely private with stellar ocean and Maui views. Exquisite This 2.7 acres parcel already has conditional county approval,
10.91 acre property boasts numerous palms, fruit trees & epic surveyor and engineer drawings for a four lot subdivision ready
tropical shade trees. Enter a long driveway that winds to the for your completion. A cabin at the far west end of the property
entrance of the property with porte cochere and circular paved is ready for storing your tools for building the first home. Parkdriveway. This 4 bedroom, 5.5 bathroom, 4,870 sq ft estate like setting on the corner of Hall Road and Akoni Pule Highway.
must be seen to be appreciated.

Holly Algood, PB
RB 22414

808-557-0354 cell
holly@algoodhi.com

www.algoodhi.com

55-3410 Akoni Pule Hwy,
Building 3, Hawi, HI 96719

CC continued from Page 7
been $1 million awarded annually, with a discretionary additional $500,000 from the mayor’s
office to bolster the program. Last
year, County Council approved
an ordinance introduced by
Councilwoman Sue Lee Loy that
increased and secured the amount
for Grant-in-Aid to $2.5 million.
This is our first year at that funding level.
How does this work? Historically, detailed applications are
submitted and vetted per the
required process, with interviews
scheduled for each of the several
hundred applicants to go before a
Council ad hoc committee.
The committee then interviews
each applicant and reviews its
program and budget. Input is then
given by the committee members
and funding level recommendations are put forth. This year is
very different.Due to the pandemic, the Grant-in-Aid program
has shifted. The ad hoc committee was established with Council
Members Sue Lee Loy, Ashley
Kierkiewicz, Heather Kimball,
and me. Under the co-leadership
of Ashley Kierkiewicz and Sue
Lee Loy, rather than taking all the
applications together, the applications were grouped in six different categories using a method we
call “CHANGE.”
The
CHANGE
method
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allowed programs with similar
threads to be categorized and put
in context with each other. This
also allowed the ad hoc committee to better evaluate programs
that have redundancy and strive
to seek synergy, and thus efficiency, in those programs.
The goal is to build bridges
between these programs to
increase efficiency and get “more
bang for the buck.”
So how is it working? I had
sat on the Grant-in-Aid ad hoc
committee during my first term
and have additionally served in
other capacities of granting aid as
well. However, the needs of the
community have astoundingly
increased. Many requests revolve
around feeding people, transportation, access to social services
and childcare.
Our community is struggling
but out of this great need have
risen some great organizations to
render assistance. It makes me so
proud to call this place home, a
place where its people continually
find ways to help one another.
How are we doing? Ultimately,
there is not enough funding to
cover the needs of our island community. As mentioned, we have
$2.5 million to award, yet requests
received total over $7 million. This
is a very difficult time and has led
to exhaustive interviews. Last
week we spent well over 30 hours

on Zoom doing hundreds of interviews and combing through hundreds of applications. We have
been trying to balance the needs
of the groups, the communities
and the resources available. We
are now in the evaluation process
and shortly will have the award
structure figured out.
Thank you to my fellow Council members for all their efforts,
to the great organizations that

have worked hard to shine during
the pandemic, and to everyone
who applied for funding trying
to make Hawaiʻi County a better
place. We hear you, we see you,
and we thank you all!
As always, it continues to be
a great privilege to serve as your
Councilman. If you have any specific questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to my office. Stay
healthy and safe!

Talk Story with Ilea

Ilea Bain, PsyD, is a clinical
psychologist at Hamakua-Kohala
Health.

Aloha!
As some of you are already
aware, I am due to birth my first

child any day now—most assuredly by the time this month’s edition is published! That said, I do
apologize, but I laughably overestimated my brainpower and
ability to focus enough on the
external world to contribute to
this month’s edition.
There is a possibility I may
be absent from this community forum for a brief period of
time as I process and integrate
the transformative journey into
motherhood, but I look forward
to reconnecting with you all very
soon.
In the meantime, please feel
free to continue to write in with
your stories of the heart to talkstorywithilea@gmail.com.
Mahalo and take care of yourself and each other!

Rod’s Repair

Factory Authorized Appliance Service

•
•
•
•

Appliances and parts
Ice makers
Refrigeration
Locksmith service

Service is Our Business
Aloa # 021349

North Hawaii Hospice is looking for
patient and office volunteers.
Patient volunteers help patients and
their families by providing respite care,
companionship and emotional support.
Volunteers can also help with grocery
shopping, light household chores or
meal preparation. Hospice provides
in-depth and detailed training via an
on-line training program to give you
the confidence and knowledge to
work with Hospice patients and their
families. Additionally, Hospice staff
members are always available to assist
and answer questions. During the
pandemic, Hospice also makes
available masks, gloves and cleaning
supplies for volunteers. Patients and
their families are screened and
volunteers are only placed in homes
where they will feel safe.

Volunteers are an essential part of
the care we provide at Hospice,
and our volunteers truly feel that
they always come away with more
than they give. Please volunteer,
help a neighbor, or reach out to a
friend with the confidence to offer
compassionate support and
guidance during a difficult time.
To volunteer
please call 885-7547 or email
volunteer.manager@
northhawaiihospice.org

Hinokawa Electric LLC
Serving All of Your Electrical Needs

•
•
•
•
•
•

Home stand-by generators
Generac generators
Sales and repairs
Alternate energy systems
New homes and renovations
Trouble calls
License C-16154

High Voltage Specialist

889-5613

rod@rodsrepair.com

J. Lorenzo Construction

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time
• 35 years of experience
with projects done all
over Kohala
• Residential, commercial,
industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432

lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

JEWELRY and FINE CRAFTS
HAWI, HI
Jewelry • Pottery • Books • Art • Toys
OPEN DAILY 11 - 4
Or by appointment

808.889.0760
elements@elementsjewelryandcrafts.com
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Remembering Dell Kabir

therapy. During the ‘80s he lived in
San Diego for some years and was
trained in Rebirthing, hypnosis and
sex therapy/surrogacy. He took
several trips to India to the ashram
of Sri Sathya Sai Baba and made pilgrimages to many holy cities and
places.
Within his knapsack was always
a copy of “The Kabir Book” with the
poems of the mystic Sufi-saint. He
regaled his friends with his recitations, and his passionate delivery
made the poetry accessible and real.
At heart, Dell was an artist,
never an ambitious businessman.

Dell Kabir and son Eric Lee.

By Aria Ryan
Our dear friend Dell Kabir died
peacefully at home on February 13
at the age of 77 with friends and
family close by. He was born on
February 10, 1944 in Long Beach,
California to Mary Lou Clark and
raised by her and his stepfather,
Don Flake. He is survived by his
brothers Timothy, Daniel, and
David, son Eric, and Granddaughter Aislin.
Dell came to Honolulu in the
1960s via the Navy and even spent
some time as a police officer there.
He fell deeply in love with the
people and the great beauty of the
islands and made Hawaii his home.

He was a sculptor and craftsman,
but his greatest art was his passion
for life and love. He was a dear and
trusted friend to many, a confidant
to whom one could turn and always
find a willing, compassionate listener. Rather than giving advice, he
did not hesitate to ask hard questions in a loving way, opening the
possibility of new insight. Men
considered him a brother, and for
women he could be confided in like
a best girlfriend. He will be lovingly
remembered and missed by many.
A small gathering to celebrate
his life was held on February 20.

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

Courtesy of Eric Lee

The islands always held a central
place in his heart. Shortly after he
settled in Honolulu, he met and
married his sweetheart, Vivian.
In the early ‘70s, he participated
in the Church of the Crossroads in
Honolulu, during the days of the
free speech and anti-war movements, reflecting the progressive political views he advocated.
Throughout his life, he always
enjoyed engaging in impassioned
political discussions.
He also had a lifelong interest in
personal development and spirituality, which lead to his involvement
with “A Course in Miracles,” light
and sound meditation, and group

Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm

889-6405

Dr. Daryl Stang

rokuhawaii@gmail.com

Now Open

in The Nanbu Building, Kapa'au
OPEN:
MONDAY - FRIDAY
8AM - 5PM
CLOSED:
SATURDAY SUNDAY
BODYPRO IS A COVID-19 SAFETY COMPLIANT CLINIC

OUR CLIENT'S SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY
WE NOW OFFER VIRTUAL APPOINTMENTS FROM
THE SAFETY OF YOUR HOME!

CALL: 808.657.4722

Pomaika’i

Café
Great menu and
Jana Kaholoa'a

Donald F Watson

REALTOR® Broker | RB-21500

REALTOR® Broker | RB-18770

Jana@BetterIslandLifestyle.com

Don@BetterIslandlifestyle.com

808.895.1045

Long time Kohala
Residents working
for our community

Independently owned and operated

808.987.0574

ISLAND
LIFESTYLE

courtyard seating
Plus delicious coffee
and fresh baked goods
Have your small party
in the courtyard

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
7am to 2pm

On the highway in downtown Kapa’au

889-5546

CARTOW
KOHALA
• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,
and Lock-out Service
• Vehicle Repairs
• Oil Changes and Service
• Equipment Hauling
• Vehicle Safety Inspections
• Propane
Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday
Located at the bottom of Hawi Rd.
KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

889-1061
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THE RISE AND FALL OF SUGAR IN KOHALA
A One Hundred-and-Twelve Year History
1863 1975

By Tom Morse
PART EIGHT
THE CHINESE
It is estimated that over 46,000
Chinese were brought to Hawaii
as laborers, mainly between
1876–1885 and 1890–1897. The
mass immigration of the Chinese
into Hawaii came to a close in the
1900s.
The annexation of Hawaii
meant that Hawaii became part
of the continental United States of
America and was therefore subject to the laws in the USA.
This had vast implications to
Chinese immigration in Hawaii.
The Chinese Exclusion Act could
now be enforced in Hawaii.
This meant the legal end to
large-scale Chinese immigration.
The Chinese people who
migrated to Hawaii were mostly
Cantonese from the Pearl River
Delta near Macao. Quite a few
Chinese
married
Hawaiian
women. As a result, HawaiianChinese families are common in

Hawaii today. In general, Hawaiians did not hold notions of racial
superiority.
Life was very hard in China
at the time. They had endured
the violence of the Opium Wars
(1839–1842 and 1856–1860) and
the Taiping Rebellion (1850–1864).
Reading notices in Chinese ports
of the opportunities in Hawaii,
the men boarded the ships.
The voyage took about sixty
days. Upon arrival in Honolulu,
they were force into a smallpox
quarantine.
Upon release from quarantine,
they were required to sign a contract which provided that they
would work for a Master for five
years. It also provided:
-A $10 signing bonus.
-Three jackets, two pair of
pants, one pair of shoes, one pair
of socks, one hat, one pillow, one
blanket and one mat.
-One free passage to Hawaii.
-Free public education for children.

-Six dollars per month for a
twenty-six-day workday month.
-Free food and housing.
Plantation life in Kohala was
lonely and frightening for these
single men. With the whistle
ordering men out of their bunks at
5:00 a.m., workdays of hard labor
in the hot sun and dust, in pouring rain and cold, ran six days a
week from 6:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
No wonder they found respite in
gambling, drink and opium.
Resilient and independent,
they also mastered a Confucian
perseverance to succeed. The
philosophy was to stick to their
contracts and then start their own
businesses. The Chinese started
farms, retail outlets, service-oriented enterprises and independent plantation camps as soon as
they could.
THE PORTUGUESE
While Chinese and Japanese
workers arrived in the Islands as
single men, the Portuguese came
as families, with plans to stay.
Only thirty percent were men.
Being European, they were offered
contracts superior to those offered
to immigrant workers from Asia,
receiving an acre of land, better
working conditions and often
serving as luna, or supervisors.
They were paid ten dollars per
month for a term of three years.
The trip by ship took up to six
months.
They were also offered American citizenship when Hawaii
became a territory of the U.S. in
1898. In 1881, King David Kalakaua visited Portugal and was
entertained in royal fashion by
Portugal’s King, Dom Luis. The
next year a treaty of immigration and friendship was signed
between Portugal and the Hawai-

ian Kingdom. Migration to Hawaii
became popular to escape poverty
and a cruel military system. Most
of the Portuguese came from the
impoverished Atlantic islands of
Madeira and the Azores, where
growing cane had meant severe
hardship. Much to the discontent of the dominant Protestant
Church, the Portuguese congregated in Catholic communities
such as Halawa. They were not
considered white, but they were
not Asian.
THE JAPANESE
In 1868, a group of 148 Japanese citizens known as the gannenmono were recruited by an
American businessman to sail
to Hawaii as three-year contract
laborers.
They were attracted by the fourdollar-a-month wage, six-dollara month clothing allowance, free
housing on the plantations, free
travel, and an option to return
to Japan following the contract
period. The original 150 gannenmono included samurai, craftsmen and peasants. They were
spread throughout the islands,
except the Big Island. About fifty
remained in Hawaii after the end
of their contracts.
However, they had not
received permission from the Japanese government to leave Japan.
This first group was treated
harshly on the sugar plantations.
The government closed their
doors to similar emigrations.
Also, the government did not
want to be perceived as another
“coolie storehouse,” or reserve
of manual labor – like China.
The government had a negative
impression of Hawaii due to the
behavior of American representaSee Sugar, Page 11
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tives in Hawaii through their correspondence.
Hawaiian King Kalakaua visited Japan in March 1881 and
asked the Meiji Emperor to allow
Japanese workers to come to
Hawaii to work in the sugar plantations.
The two leaders signed a treaty
in 1885 permitting further immigration of Japanese laborers. This
resulted in nearly 30,000 Japanese
workers arriving in Hawaii over
the next nine years.
A famine struck southwest
Japan in 1884. Japanese men
started coming to the islands in
large numbers as contract workers for nine dollars per month.
When the Japanese government
announced 600 emigrant slots,
28,000 applied.
At first, they comprised a low
caste of Japanese. But as time
passed the immigrants started
coming from higher classes. The
first Japanese immigrants in 1885
lived in unstable huts that they
had to build themselves once they
arrived.
The Federal Exclusion Act in
1924 almost completely halted
any further immigration from
Japan due to outgrowths of hostility towards them.
THE PUERTO RICANS
The annexation of Puerto Rico
to the United States in 1898 came
as a great relief to Hawaii’s plantations, which were always looking
for new laborers and increasingly
worried about the growing numbers of Japanese workers.
Puerto Rico was considered
overpopulated. The main crops
were sugar and coffee. In 1899 San
Ciriaco, a huge hurricane, punished Puerto Rico.
Twenty-eight days of continuous rain damaged the agricultural
industry and left over 3,000 dead
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and thousands without shelter,
food or work.
This disaster resulted in a sugar
shortage in the world market and
a sudden huge demand from
Hawaii and other sugar-producing countries. It also left thousands of unemployed workers
as a convenient labor option for
plantation owners in Hawaii to
take advantage of, since Puerto
Rico, like Hawaii, was a U.S. territory at that time. By 1901, more
than 5,000 Puerto Rican men,
women and children had immigrated. Due to some similarities in
culture and general appearance,
the Puerto Ricans intermarried
frequently with Filipinos, Portuguese, Spaniards and Hawaiians.
They also introduced the
maracas (a pair of rattles), and the
guiro, a percussion instrument
made of a hollow gourd with a
grooved surface, played by scraping it with a stick. It was the Japanese who began calling the Puerto
Rican’s music “Kachi-Kachi,”
which means “scratch-scratch” in
Japanese.
THE OKINAWANS
Many Japanese in the last wave
of immigration came from Okinawa, the once-independent kingdom that had recently become
Japanese territory.
Proud, educated, and often
from noble background, the Okinawans formed a separate ethnic
group in Hawaii, a close-knit
community still struggling with
its loss. It held on to its traditions
of dance, costume and foods. The
Japanese looked down on the
Okinawan people: They ate pork
and they collected buckets of slop
for their pigs from the camps in
shabby pickup trucks, a most
offensive practice to the Japanese.
Next Month: The Filipinos, The
Koreans, Workers in Kohala
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Updates to Hawi Farmers Market,
Featured Farm and Recipe

Dawn Barnett inspects bees on a
honeycomb frame from one of her
hives.

By Donna Maltz
As the seasons change and
people are more comfortable
getting out, the Hawi Farmers
Market is growing. Yes, unity
in our communities builds our
immunity, and eating local food
makes a difference. Shopping
locally has tremendous economic, environmental, and health
benefits, no matter what you’re
looking to buy. Getting to know
our farmers and producers is an
added benefit.
This month’s featured farmer
is Dawn Barnett. Dawn has lived
in our community, where both her
children were born and raised,
since 1993. Like many North
Kohala producers, Dawn wears
many hats (including the one
she wears to protect herself from
swarming bees) and does many
things. For 24 years, Dawn has
enjoyed the gratifying position as
a nurse at North Hawaii Community Hospital in the Family Birth-

ing Unit.
In 2013, Dawn realized the
plight of bees and colony collapse
disorder on the mainland and the
world because of the increasing
use of pesticides, GMO crops, cell
phone towers, Wi-Fi and neonicotinoids.
She discovered that specific
problems with pests had arrived
here on the Big Island, causing
such a decline of bees that there
were 4–5 years where nearly no
bees were found here in Kohala.
No bees means a dramatic reduction in the production of mac nuts,
fruit trees and agricultural crops,
because they rely on pollination
by the bees to produce.
Dawn found out about Jen
Rasmussen, a beekeeper in Puna
who taught intuitive, treatmentfree beekeeping and helped others
get started. Dawn and her daughter Mariah studied with Jen, who
inspired them to learn the art of
beekeeping, from bee boxes to
making delicious mead.
Bee Divine Hawaii was born
out of the love of Nature and the
sweetness that honey brings to our
lives. Dawn has dedicated part of
her life to bringing the bees back
to Kohala by stewarding them
and helping others to get started
with beekeeping. In 2017, she
helped build 44 bar hive boxes for
her own use and to sell to others
that wanted bees on their properties for pollination and honey.
Dawn gets great satisfaction
taking people to her apiary and
teaching them about bees and
beekeeping, inspiring others to
have their own hives. People work
alongside her with the bees and
also to help to process the honey.
She shares how she uses all the
See Market, Page 12
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harvest, so nothing goes to waste.
Dawn is an artist and teacher
at heart, and beekeeping allows
her to express her creativity in
both. When you go to the farmers’
market and see her artistic display,
you find 100 percent beeswax
candles, healing salves, lip balm,
soap, Jun, propolis tincture and
raw honeycomb. Her wildflower
Kohala honey can be used in tea
and as a replacement for sugars in
baking and cooking.
Why eating local honey makes
a difference.
When it comes to honey, not
only are you helping the planet
and community businesses, but
you’re also helping yourself.
Honey has many health benefits,
including trace minerals. It is also
a great antioxidant.
Local bees make local honey,
which means the pollen they collect and bring back to the hive gets
sourced from local plants. Considering that many seasonal allergies
are caused by these same plants,
eating honey with local pollen is
known to combat them. To top it
off, studies have proven honey has
the power to kill bacteria. Eating
a mix of healthy organic powerhouse foods, including honey, can
only help your body fight disease.
Since bees are endangered, it’s
more vital than ever to support
local bee farmers who help raise
and maintain healthy bees. Local

honey benefits outweigh the ease
of buying something processed
and unsustainably produced that
traveled thousands of miles to get
here.
From minimizing seasonal
allergies to supporting our local
flora, fauna and economy, the
extra cost is worth it. Plus, honey
lasts forever, so it’s a brilliant
investment in your family’s future
health.
Honey Cacao Balls
By Dawn Barnett, RN
Since ancient times, honey has
been used as both food and medicine.
Enjoy this recipe as a power-packed
snack or make it into a pie crust.
2 cups unsalted mac nuts
1 cup shredded coconut
1/2 cup cacao powder
1/8 cup honey
Dash of salt (optional)
Blend all ingredients in Cuisinart or blender to desired consistency
(smooth or chunky).
Form into balls, loaf, or crust.
Refrigerate then shape the way you
want. Eat and Enjoy!

Weekly Events in APRIL 2021
EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO HEALTH CONCERNS
DAY

START

END

EVENT

VENUE

CONTACT

MON

7AM

8AM

AA DAWN PATROL

KAMEHAMEHA PARK

889-5675

Senior Club @ CIVIC CENTER

kohalaseniors@gmail.com

9AM
5PM

6PM

Insanity Classes with Ross
Pagat

Solid Rock
North Church

989-0966

6pm

6:30pm

free rmd taiko classes

hisaoka gym

895-2025

Al-Anon meeting

Kohala
Mission School

895-2094
889-5675

7PM
TUES 7AM

8AM

AA DAWN PATROL

BAPTIST CHURCH

5PM

6PM

MEDITATION COURSE

Intergenerational 917center
293-3427

5pm

6pm

Insanity Classes
with Ashlee Cheek

Solid Rock
North Church

989-0966

6pm

7pm

Women's Recovery Dharma meeting

zoom

464-4411

6pm

7pm

Table tennis/ping pong

Old Court House

889-1099

7am

8am

AA DAWN PATROL

BAPTIST CHURCH

889-5675

12pm

3pm

Thrift shop

st augustine's

889-5390

2pm

4pm

open guided art studio

Artists' co-op

783-1158

2:30pm

4:30pm

Teens X2 Social 10-19 yrs

Artists' co-op

989-5995

wed

4:30PM

KOHALA CARES FOOD DRIVE

HUB PARKING LOT

6pm

6:30pm

free rmd taiko classes

walker hall

895-2025

6PM

7:30PM

Seibukan Karate Academy

HISAOKA GYM

889-0404

Alcoholics Anonymous

Wylie Hall, ‘Iole Rd 889-6703

AA DAWN PATROL

BAPTIST CHURCH

889-5675

7PM
THU

Bees on fresh honeycomb.

Keiki Dental
Services
Available

Call for an Appointment

808 889-6236 or 808 889-5453
Providing dental care for patients ages
1 to 20 years old with QUEST, Private HDS
and HMSA insurances. Uninsured patients
maybe eligible for a discount based on
your family size and income.

www.hamakua-health.org
Caring for Your ‘Ohana, Caring for You

8AM

9AM

10:15PM Healing Circle

Nani's Garden

805-452-9501

4pm

6pm

thrift shop

st augustine's

889-5390

FREE FRUIT SHARING MARKET

ST AUGUSTINE'S

889-1282

Insanity Classes
with Ross Pagat

Solid Rock North
Church

989-0966

Table tennis/ping pong

Old Court House

889-1099

5PM

6pm

6pm
FRI

7PM

8PM

Narcotics anonymous meeting

Wiley Hall on Iole

805-452-9501

7AM

8AM

AA DAWN PATROL

BAPTIST CHURCH

889-5675

Healing Circle for addicts,
ALCOHOLICS

Nani's Garden

805452-9501

9AM

Sun

53-3925 Akoni Pule Highway, Kapa’au,
Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
8:00 am – 5:00 pm

7AM

4PM

SAT

Kohala Keiki Dental Office
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12PM

2PM

MUSIC LAB

ARTIST'S COOP

333-8026

7AM

8AM

AA DAWN PATROL

KAMEHAMEHA PARK

889-5675

8AM

12PM

FARMERS MARKET

THE HUB

313-338 -7090

7am

8am

aa dawn patrol

baptist church

889-5675

10AM

11AM

Seibukan Karate Academy

FARMERS MARKET

889-0404

10am

11am

West African Drumming class

Artists' Co-op

987-4243

11:30am 12:30pm West African Dance class

Artists' Co-op

987-4243

6PM

KAVA CAFE

805-452-9501

7:15PM

RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING

The Takata Ohana
sends a
Mahalo Nui Loa
to Ka La Corp.
And Kristi Kranz
for honoring
Shiro Takata
in February’s
Kohala Mountain
News Ad.
It brought a smile
to our faces!
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KMS Students Apply Math to Physical Structures
By Kathy Matsuda
Mr. Tim Buli’s 8th grade math
students at Kohala Middle School
have been learning about geometric transformations by participating in the Hawi to Hana Bridge
Project. Since January, the students have been researching the
question, “Could a bridge be built
connecting Hawaii Island and
Maui?”
The students worked in pairs
to design and build model bridges
out of toothpicks and glue.
Throughout the process, students
had to describe how they were
applying geometric transformations in their designs. To test the
strength of their designs, textbooks were piled onto the bridges
until the bridges broke. The strongest design held 16 books before
breaking!

Did you know?

The Kohala Mountain
News
is online at

kohalamountainnews.com

Now SEARCHABLE
back to 2011

Gospel of Salvation
Kohala
Kokoiki Road

Service: Sunday 9:00 AM

Adult Bible Study: Monday 7 PM

Erinielle Irish Valdez (front) and Barbie Def Damasco designed and built
the strongest bridge.

Prayer Meeting: Friday 7 PM
Pastor Ilima Moiha
www. gos-kohala.org

Kohala Baptist Church
Across from Makapala Retreat

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’
(Matthew 11:28)

Please join us Sundays for Bible study
at 9 AM in the chapel and
Worship at 10:30 AM outside
under the Royal Poinsianna tree

.

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416
Follow us on

Kohala Baptist Church

Kalahikiola
Congregational Church

Service every Sunday Morning at 9:30
followed by pupus & fellowship

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30

Mark Raven Cadelinia and Jeonald
Pascual.

Elijah Quidang Parayno, Justin Drew and Devin Luga-Benedicto

www.kalahikiolacongregationalchurch.com

808-430-8198

Hair Spectrum

889-6703

Kohala SDA Church
WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Family Salon

Fully Licensed & Insured
Consultations
Tree Trimming
Hedging
Stump Removal

Open: Tue - Fri 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9 - 3

889~5077

Iole road off Akoni Pule Hwy. in
Kapa’au 1/4 mile past the statue

Coconut Removal
Tree Removal
Coconut Trimming
Climbing/Rigging
Chipping
Boom Work
Green Waste Removal Orchard Pruning

Landscape Contractor #CT-35671
ISA Certified Arborist WE-12585A
Brandon Belmarez
AikaneNursery.com

Savvy Sam

Mobile Computer Repair
808-756-1728
savvysamcr.com
savvysammcr@gmail.com
Pricing $95/H

(Travel fee is based off hourly rate)

I operate mobily so I come to you or
I can do the repair over the phone.

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM
Potluck-Fellowship
Lunch every Sabbath
55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI

(808)889-5646

Kohalasda.com

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM

April service
Sunday, April 18, 10 am

Hanamatsuri- Buddha’s Birthday!

Please bring your own mask,
outdoor service
For more information
call: (808) 895-9670
Reverend Daido Baba

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
Kapa’au, North Kohala

Quality you can clearly trust
Window
Cleaning

Solar
Cleaning

Water Spot
Removal

Paul West/Greg Pobst
• Commercial
(808)885-7600
• Residential
office
• New Construction (808)443-3833
cell
Member of International
Window Cleaning
Association

www.kohalawindowcleaning.com
Serving West Hawaii since 2006

Mention this ad & receive 10% off

Join our Sunday worship via
FB livestream at 9:00 AM
In-person worship with Holy Eucharist limited to
8 in the church with overflow in Walker Hall.
For more information: 889-5390

Thrift shop open: Wed: 12-3PM, Thur: 4-6PM

Face masks are required. Safe distancing.
Community Meal:

March 8 & 22 @ 4:30pm till pau
www.staugustineskohala.com

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Hawi, Hawai’i • The Welcoming Church

Masses: Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 7 a.m. • 9:30 am
Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Rev Elias Escanilla
Deacon Thomas Adams
Telephone 889-6436
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Latest Issue of Guild’s
Literary Review Available

The Winter 2021 issue of Latitudes, the online literary review
of Hawaii Writers Guild, is now
available to the public on the
Guild website. The magazine will
remain online for the foreseeable
future.
Publication culminates months
of work, led by Managing Editor
Bob Lupo. Duncan Dempster, the
Guild’s webmaster and an editorat-large, took on the formidable
job of designing the format and
laying out the issue.
“Thirty-two
Guild
members submitted works of fiction,
non-fiction, poetry and drama,
a total of 72 submissions,” Lupo
reported.
Members of the editing collective selected pieces for the issue
in a two-step process in which
the names of the authors were
stripped from the manuscripts.
“Sometimes, even when I thought
I could guess who the author was,
I later found out I was completely
wrong,” said Joy Fisher, an editorat-large.
Ultimately, 40 pieces written
by 28 members were selected for
the issue—five pieces of fiction,
nine pieces of nonfiction, including one essay in praise of reading literary fiction, one dramatic
monologue and 25 poems. “Qual-

ity, in my view, was very good—
and in some cases, exceptional,”
said Lupo, who also serves as the
fiction editor for the journal.
The diversity of the pieces is
broad and should appeal to many
readers. The fiction pieces range
from a story about a woman waiting to go blind to a chimera piglet
who is raised to be sacrificed for a
human heart transplant but is set
free by a merciful keeper into the
wilderness of Kauai’s mountains.
The nonfiction offerings range
from memories of growing up
with a herd of wild mustangs who
roamed the Cedar Mountains of
Utah to “Half a Dozen Reasons
for Dancing the Hula,” by one of
the Guild’s male members. Some
poems and essays also deal with
COVID-19 themes, including
one that tells the story of a gecko
named “Greenie.”
“Six of the poets recorded
their work so it may be heard as
well as read, an option the group
hopes to expand in future issues,”
said Tamara Williams, the poetry
editor. Other members of the editing collective include Jada Rufo,
nonfiction editor, and Jan Asch,
drama editor.
To find Latitudes, go to https://
www.hawaiiwritersguild.com/
litreview-second-edition.html.

VEA POLYNESIAN GIFTS
Locally hand-made items

Drums,
Wood Carvings,
Hula Instruments
On the highway
in Kapa'au,
next to the pharmacy

Since 1980
Call for hours
808-987-6373
808-889-6294

www.hula-implements.com
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KMS Mock Trials Expose Students
to Legal System

Defendant Elias Pemble (left) with Defense Attorneys Jaden Hook
(center) and Justin Drew.

Story and photo by Kathy Matsuda
Each year the Kohala Middle
School eighth grade Social Studies students participate in a mock
trial. After visiting the Kona
Courthouse (postponed this year
due to COVID), students write
their own crime stories.
While learning about the U.S.
Constitution and the rights it
gives American citizens, each student selects their role from the
two chosen cases. After a month
of research, inquiry and prac-

tice, younger students from other
classes serve as a jury. The eighth
graders act as lawyers, defendants and witnesses while trying
to prove their case. KMS students
learn about the judicial system,
possible career opportunities,
and why it is smart to stay out of
jail. Most students are nervous to
begin with but gain confidence in
public speaking as the trial goes
on. Almost all agree mock trials
are “good fun,” and even educational.

H E A LT H Y G R A B ' N G O F O O D
Kohala Trade Center, Hawi
Next to Paradise Postal

Local Foods
Products
Produce
Meats
& More
Mon - Fri 10-6
Sat & Sun 9-4

ORGANIC SMOOTHIES

808-937-4930

We're so happy to be open for
LUNCH and TAKE OUT!!!

889-5555
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Kohala High School Returns to Full Classroom Learning
By Tom Morse
Two-thirds of Kohala High
School students had returned to
the classroom as of the start of
March. The final third will join
their classmates beginning on the
fourth quarter of the school year.
From Principal Amy Stafford:
We are excited to announce
that we will be welcoming all
distance learning students back
to campus beginning March 22,
2021.
Because the safety and wellbeing of our students and staff is
of utmost importance, our administration and staff are taking great
care in planning for this adjustment.
Immediately following Spring

Break, all students who have been
participating in distance learning
will be required to attend school
in person Monday-Thursday from
8:00 a.m.–2:15 p.m. Fridays will
continue to be early release days
(12:30 p.m.) and virtual for most
students, with students identified
as needing extra support required
to attend in person.
The following factors were
considered in making this transition to in person learning:
- There has been a downward trend of COVID-19 cases in
Hawaii County showing a steady
decrease in the number of active
cases on the island. Vaccinations
have become more widely available to staff members and the

community.
- No transmission has occurred
in schools hosting in-person
learning since November 2020.
- The parameters outlined in
the Hawaiʻi State Department of
Health (DOH) and Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) health policy guidance are
in alignment with the thresholds
needed to transition to in person
learning.
We are optimistic we can sustain these positive changes if we
continue to follow the recommended safety measures.
Here are additional measures
we are taking to safely welcome
students back to campus:
- Students required to do a

temperature check every morning
at the office upon arrival to school.
- Maintain a 6-foot distance
between students in classes.
- Restricting access to water
fountains.
- Limiting traffic in our walkways between classes.
- Modifying our meal service
to a grab-and-go format and outdoor eating during lunch.
- Adhering to safety guidelines recommended by DOH and
CDC for educational gatherings
that involve multiple classes and
grade levels.
We are optimistic we can sustain these positive changes if we
continue to follow the recommended safety measures.

KOHALA MONTHLY CALENDAR APRIL 2021
ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO CURRENT HEALTH CONCERNS
date

DAY

START

END

EVENT

DESCRIPTION

VENUE

PHONE

4/3

SAT

9:00 AM

12:00PM

KOHALA FAMILY FARM FIELD TRIPS

PLANT IDENTIFICATION, COOKING LESSONS

HIP AG FARM

ERIKA@HIPAGRICULTURE.ORG

4/7

WED

4:00 PM

KOHALA Community Access Group

MEETING

SENIOR CENTER

imuakohala@gmail.com

4/7

WED

4:30 PM

NKAG MEETING

OLD COURTHOUSE

889-0404

4/12

MON

4:30 PM

4/13

TUE

6:00 PM

4/15

THU

9:00 AM

11:00 AM

Sacred Heart Food Basket

4/17

SAT

9:00 AM

12:00PM

KOHALA FAMILY FARM FIELD TRIPS

4/17

SAT

4:30 PM

6:30 PM

4/26

MON

4:30 PM

6:00 PM

4/27

tue

4/28

WED

4/28

WED

6:00 PM

Community Meal - take out

At St. Augustine Episcopal Church

Walker Hall

889-5390

Hawaii Farmers Union United

facebook.com/KohalaChapterHFUU/

The HUB

kohala.hfuu@gmail.com

Sacred Heart Catholic Church

889-5115

PLANT IDENTIFICATION, COOKING LESSONS

HIP AG FARM

ERIKA@HIPAGRICULTURE.ORG

Free Grindz hot meal

Kohala Baptist Church

Banyan Tree

889-5416

Community Meal - take out

At St. Augustine Episcopal Church

Walker Hall

889-5390

6:30 pm

Belly Dancing

With Carla Orellana - BY DONATION

CALL FOR LOCATION

238-6111

4:00 PM

Restorative Yoga Therapy class

With Carla Orellana - BY DONATION

CALL FOR LOCATION

238-6111

5:00 PM

Parks, Water & Roads Group

Monthly meeting

Old Courthouse

889-6238

Email monthly calendar listings to: kohalacalendar@gmail.com

NAKAHARA STORE
Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts

HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP, & MAUI ONION SALSA

Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree

(808) 889-6449 | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm Sun: 8am-3pm

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER
We are excited to welcome Ross Pagat
to our Board of Directors!

Please SAVE THE DATE for our
4th Annual Golf Tournament,
June 5, 2021
at the Hapuna Golf Course.
You can support our projects and the Center with a tax-deductible donation to

NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi, HI 96719 • 889-5523•
www.northkohala.org
A great way to love Kohala!

● Groceries ● General Merchandise ● Fishing & Diving Supplies
● Fresh Flowers & Arrangements ● Hawaiiana
Monday - Saturday 8 to 7, Sunday 9 to 5
Across from the Middle School in Halaula ● 889-5262

THE
COQUI CORNER
March, the month that “ comes in like a lion, goes out like a lamb”.
Maybe so. Windy, rainy weather has slowed eradication efforts.
Fortunately, the cooler nights have kept the coqui a little quieter.
Fair weather and warmer nights will unfortunately increase the nightly noise.
Eradication work has continued at upper Kynnersley and the Kohala
Nursery/Pratt Road sites. Kentia Gulch also received treatment.
Mahalo to all the volunteers who continue to fight the coqui noise
in their yards and on their properties.

HELP WANTED Join the Coqui Coalition -

Part time work: $15/H.
For details and information text 808-896-9226

For eradication strategies and methods, check us out at the
kohalacoquicoalition.org website. You can also call and leave a

message at the COQUI INFORMATION LINE at 889-1777
Mahalo to the state and county for supporting our efforts.
Tax-deductible donations are gratefully accepted through
NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi Hawaii 96719
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KMS Natural Resources Career Pathway & Ohi’a Grow Kit Project

Photos by Kathy Matsuda

(Left to right): Wiley Mattos, Zalea Douglas and Sky Philpot spray water
on their ‘ohi’a seed and soil after receiving fertilizer.

On February 24, the Kohala
Middle School Natural Resources
Pathway hosted a virtual Advisory
Event as an opportunity for students to get to know professionals
in the field of natural resources.
Students participated in a live panel
with local biologists, land managers, professors and conservationists. Students were encouraged
to ask their own questions about
career paths and job responsibilities.
The goal of the panel was to
introduce students to new fields of
study, potential future careers and

ways to get involved as a middle
schooler.
Teaching Change, a University
of Hawaiʻi based program out of
Hilo, aims to inspire local youth to
be environmental stewards and to
pursue post-secondary educations
and careers in Hawaiʻi in natural
resource management.
Since 2012, it has been connecting local students and teachers to
the unique, endangered birds and
forest ecosystems in Hawaiʻi, as
well as the threats these natural
places face and what is being done
to manage these threats.

Aunty Liz Bautista and Aunty Kathe Anderson help Zayden Lewis fill
his pot with potting soil while Teacher Chris Michaelis lines up students
waiting for their turn.  
To aid in the search for Rapid be donated back to support dis‘Ohi’a Death (ROD) resistance and ease resistance research. Each tree
provide a hands-on, impactful donated back will be scanned for
conservation experience, Teach- ROD resistance. Some of these trees
ing Change is launching a “Grow may show ROD resistance and be
Your Own ‘Ohi’a” project at Kohala one of the genetic lines that helps
Middle School. As part of this rebuild our Hawaiian forests.
program, ‘ohi’a grow kit packages
The project was launched in Febincluding locally collected seeds ruary 2021 at Kohala Middle School.
will be given to Kohala Middle In just a few months, each student
School students.
will have their own sprouted seedBy the end of this project, the lings, and by the summer of 2022
goal is that each student will have the trees will be ready to outplant
two healthy ‘ohi’a trees, one which or transfer back for ROD research.
they can outplant to their own
Our funding was supported by
“backyard”, and one which can GEAR UP.

Ask about our fun activities and
prizes for your keiki*. Every deposit
into a youth account and new youth
account opened is an automatic
entry to win one of our grand prizes*.

VISIT A BRANCH TODAY!

Grand Prizes*
0-3 yrs

Radio Flyer® 34” All-Terrain Steel &
Wood Wagon

4-6 yrs

Little Tikes® Cape Cottage Playhouse™

7-12 yrs

Fujifilm Instax® SQ 6 Camera Bundle

13-18 yrs

Bose® SoundLink Revolve
Bluetooth® Speaker

Insured by NCUA
*

Visit us online at

hicommfcu.com

or call 930-7700!

Referral cards can be picked up from any of our branches. Must use provided referral card. Must be an existing member to refer a new youth member. Referring member
must have established membership prior to April 1, 2021. Referred youth must qualify for membership. A new youth member is considered anyone 18 years of age or
younger who establishes new membership with Hawaii Community Federal Credit Union. Parents, legal guardians or an adult may be required to hold joint membership
with the youth member. Reward of $5 will be deposited into the appropriate accounts no later than May 31, 2021. Due to privacy policies we cannot release any referral
information. Referral promotion only valid for youth accounts opened between April 1 and April 30, 2021. Prizes while supplies last. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Visit
www.hicommfcu.com for official contest rules and details on how to submit alternative entry into the contest. One entry, per member, per day from April 1-30, 2021.
Must be 18 years of age or under and make a minimum deposit of $5 to establish a Youth Share Account and provide full legal name, date of birth, social security
number and other personal information. Radio Flyer, Little Tikes, Fujifilm and Bose are all registered trademarks and not participating in or sponsoring this promotion.

