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About Kohala, For Kohala

Where to Get
Your COVID-19
Vaccination

Kamehameha Day

Hamakua-Kohala Health
Clinic in Kapa`au
Moderna vaccine.
18 years and older.
Call COVID Vaccine Hotline to make
an appointment. 808-889-6236
For more information:
https://hamakua-health.org

Kohala Hospital
COVID-19 vaccination clinics
have ended.

Queen’s North Hawaii
Community Hospital

Members of Nā Kūpuna `O Kohala hālau pay their respects to King Kamehameha on June 11, Kamehameha
Day. Public celebrations were cancelled but private ceremonies took place to honor the ruler who united the
Hawaiian Islands.

Māhukona Lands Purchase Gets County Council Nod
Story and photo by Toni Withington
In a unanimous vote, the County
Council Finance Committee passed
a resolution authorizing the County
to enter negotiations with the
owner of 642 acres of land between
Māhukona and Kapa’a parks to
purchase it for open space. A final
vote on the resolution will be made
by the Council on July 7.
An unprecedented outpouring
of written testimony matched the
powerful support oﬀered by six inperson testifiers. Forty-nine letters
and emails – many from multiple
signers, organizations and whole
families – were submitted to the
committee for its June 15 meeting.
The speakers included Shae
Kamakaala of Hawaiian Islands
Land Trust; Chadd Paishon of Na
Kalai Wa’a; Toni Withington, representing the five Kohala groups that
have consistently pushed for public
purchase; Patty Ann Solomon with
lineal ties to the land; and Ma’ulili

Dickson of Na Kalai Wa’a.
Council Member Tim Richards,
who introduced the resolution, told
the committee, “The area is steeped
in what Kohala is all about. It is a
living preserve.”
Committee Chair Matt Kaneali’iKleinfelder said with all the historic,
cultural and recreational values, the
purchase of Māhukona “will make
it a better place for the community
of Kohala.”
The testimony reflected all those
values, with writers telling of their
experiences on the land, the harbor
and the parks. Respect for the over175 cultural sites, including multiple heiau, was mentioned by many.
The Māhukona property is
listed as the number one priority on
the 2020 Mayor’s Report from the
Public Access, Open Space and Natural Resources Preservation Commission (PONC).
It has been on the short list of
high-valued areas to preserve since

Exclusive Series: “The Rise and Fall of Sugar in Kohala”
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Kona Community Hospital
Pﬁzer vaccine.
12+ years old, under 18 must be
accompanied by a parent or legal
guardian.
To make an appointment,
call 808-322-4451 Monday–Friday,
8:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
(line does not accept voicemail) or
go to https://kch.hhsc.org/covid19-hospital-preparedness-message.
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Remnants of the sugar cane industry abound in Kohala, cemented both in physical form and
longtime residents’ memories. What happened to the sugar industry? Why did it start in Kohala,
and why did it stop? How did it help to create the colorful mosaic of cultures we find in our
community today? These questions, and many more, will be answered in our extended series,
“The Rise and Fall of Sugar in Kohala.” Read the next of many illuminating installments inside!

the 2% Open Space Fund was created in 2006.
Hawaiian Islands Land Trust
(HILT), in cooperation with Na
Kalai Waʻa, has opened discussions
with the representative of the owner
and, along with the Kohala groups,
is reaching out for matching funding from state and federal open
space funds, as well as foundations,
private donors and local fundraising. The price and the eventual title
holder are still under negotiation.
The County is expected to come
up with some of the purchase price
from its 2% Open Space Fund,
which now has $19 million in its
account. HILT has also applied for
funds from the State Legacy Land
Conservation Program and a federal grant program.
The 642 acres at Māhukona are
owned by a Canadian firm that took
the land over in foreclosure proceedings in 2012 from Kohala Preserve
See Māhukona, on Page 2
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Pﬁzer vaccine.
Walk-ins 12+ years old welcome
without an appointment every
Wednesday from
7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Those under 18 must be
accompanied by a parent or legal
guardian. The hospital’s vaccine
clinic is located on the south side
of the hospital campus near the
emergency room. The vaccination
is at no cost to patients.
- Mask and physical distancing
required.
- Please bring photo ID and
insurance card, if you have it.
- Avoid wearing long-sleeved
clothing.
- No animals or children not
receiving the vaccine allowed.
- Your second dose will be scheduled
approximately 3 weeks later.
People who prefer an appointment
are asked to email
QNHCHvaccine@queens.org and
include their name, date of birth
and phone number, or they can call
808-881-4668.
Find information to prepare for
appointment at covid.queens.org/
north-hawaii-vaccination.
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Shoreline at Māhukona Beach Park, looking north toward Kapa`a Beach
Park. The County Council Finance Committee voted unanimously to
authorize entry into purchase negotiations for 642 acres between the
parks, with the intent of the land becoming open space and not subject to
development.

Māhukona Park Funding
Moves Ahead

Image by John Winter

Map of the land intended to be purchased for open space.
Conservation Trust (Surety Kohala).
The site, which includes 434 acres
makai of Akoni Pule Highway and
208 acres mauka of the highway,
was subject to a master-planned
resort and golf course, put forward
by Chalon International in 1990,
and subsequent resort/subdivision
proposals by Surety Kohala and
subsidiary Kohala Preserve Conservation Trust. They did not come to

fruition.
Preserving Māhukona has been
a major priority for the five groups
that have consistently nominated
the land to the PONC list.
They are Malama Na Wahi Pana
O Kohala, Ka Makani O Kohala
Ohana, Malama Kohala Kahakai,
Maika’i Kamakani O Kohala and
the Kohala Historic and Cultural
Preservation Committee.

H E A LT H Y G R A B ' N G O F O O D
Kohala Trade Center, Hawi
Next to Paradise Postal

Local Foods
Products
Produce
Meats
& More

wording allows for additional funding. It calls the Māhukona project a
Department Priority, saying that it
meets the goals of the North Kohala
Community Development Plan,
and it fulfills the County’s hazard
mitigation plan. In addition it “fills
gaps in current service for underserved demographic.”
Appearance on the Capital
Improvement Budget does not
guarantee that the money will be
released this year or next because
the CIP is often called a “wish list
for all County departments.” Richards said he would continue to
push for the park improvements.
Parks Director Maurice Messina
has been meeting monthly with
members of the Save Māhukona
Action Committee and the Parks,
Water, Roads Group of the Community Development Plan in order to
keep Kohala updated on the progress to replace the park pavilion,
which has been condemned and
unusable for over two years. The
June meeting was scheduled for the
17th, too late for an update in this
month’s issue.

KOHALA
VET CLINIC
Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm

889-6405

Mon - Fri 10-6
Sat & Sun 9-4

ORGANIC SMOOTHIES

By Toni Withington
Last month the Department
of Parks and Recreation had figured out how much it is likely to
cost to remove the old pavilion at
Māhukona Park and build a new a
new one with restrooms.
This month the County Council
put an itemized designation for the
project in its Capital Improvement
Budget, which spans the next two
years.
Council member Tim Richards
urged the council to specifically
itemize the $5 million needed so
the project could be eligible for
federal stimulus funds. The Parks
and Recreation Department budget
had only a general dollar amount
requested for improvements and
new construction on all parks.
Several community groups and
individuals oﬀered testimony to
support the inclusion of $1 million
for clearing, planning, designing
and permitting the new facility, as
well as $4 million for construction.
The request says the money is
expected to come from the County’s General Bond funding, but the

808-937-4930

Dr. Daryl Stang

rokuhawaii@gmail.com
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Kohala Hospital Celebrates
Emergency Medical Services Week

Photo courtesy of Kohala Hospital

The Emergency Department at the hospital surprised the Kohala EMS
crew with a gift basket of goodies.
Left to right: Firefighter Busa Barbour, Fire Equipment Operator A.J. Mc
Shane, Firefighter Kai Willey, Fire Medical Specialist II Elijah McDanniel
and Emergency Department Manager Aulani Hammond.

Photo by Melisa Hicks

By Tom Morse
May 16–22 was the 46th annual
National EMS Week. In 1974, President Gerald Ford authorized EMS
Week to celebrate EMS practitioners
and the important work they do in
our nation's communities.
EMS (Emergency Medical Services) in Hawai’i County falls under
the organization structure of the

Hawai’i Fire Department, which
responds to most 911-based emergencies.
Medic 15 from the Kohala Fire
Station is one of 16 advanced life
support (ALS) ambulances servicing Hawai’i County and covers
Hawi, Kapa’au, and surrounding areas. The ambulance crew on
See EMS, Page 4

HAWI
FARMERS
MARKET

At the Kohala Village Hub

Crystal Grosshuesch Photography

Funding for Hawi Farmers Market promotions was provided by North Kohala Eat Locally Grown and the Hawi Farmers Market and made possible by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural Marketing Service through grant AM180100XXXXG102. Its contents are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the
official views of the USDA.
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Uncle Rocky’s
business lockdown.
“What’s your plans now?” I
enquired. Luke’s eyes lit up, and
with enthusiasm in his voice, he
said, “I got lots of ideas. Recently,
I have had some inquiries about
renting the carts.” He continued,
“There’ll be musicians here, too.
And a pumpkin soup wagon, with
soup made from local pumpkins, is
coming soon.”
Walking away from Luke and
his village business park, I got the
feeling that there’s a good chance
we’ll soon see the place bustling
with activity.
EMS, continued from Page 3

Luke, the founder of Uncle
Rocky’s.

Uncle Rocky’s.

Story and photos by Joe Ayer
We have all noticed the colorful roadside attraction in downtown Hawi, which seemed to have
popped up like a mushroom in the
middle of the night. It has the look
of an empty amusement park, or a
cheery village retail park without
customers. As time goes on, it’s
beginning to look more like a ghost
town. Is it because of the pandemic?
In these economic times, with so
many businesses disappearing, it’s
refreshing to see a business trying
to start up. With commercial rents
increasing for brick and mortar
stores, mobile vendors like food
trucks have become very popu-

lar. Why was there no commercial
activity going on? Curiosity got the
best of me. I had to find out what
was going on.
Seeing a sign with a telephone
number, I called “Uncle Rocky.” A
hesitant voice answered and said to
meet him down at “Uncle Rocky’s”
business park.
Once there, a shy young man
introduced himself as Luke. He
didn’t seem to have a last name. My
first question was, “Who is Uncle
Rocky?”
Luke informed me that the name
was inspired by someone who had
lived in Kohala but has since moved
on. Luke then told me that he had

Dragon Heart Farm
$24.95/Quart
or
BYOB
$50/Gallon

personally made all the individual
mobile business carts. Looking
over the carts on wheels, I could see
that they were well built, and quite
imaginatively designed.
“What’s the problem; why
is there no business going on?” I
asked. “You have a great business
plan that’s timely. There are plenty
of people that need an inexpensive
venue to sell their products.”
Luke stared at the ground as
if collecting his thoughts. “Bad
timing, I guess,” he said. “Just as I
opened, the lockdown hit, and no
one wanted to rent a cart.”
“Uncle Rocky’s” appears to be
yet another victim of the pandemic

Medic 15 provides pre-hospital
lifesaving skills, treatment, and
transport of individuals involved
in medical and trauma incidents.
Patients are transported to either
Kohala Hospital or North Hawaii
Community Hospital, depending
on the patient’s level of medical
and/or trauma need.
Medic 15 also provides interfacility transfers of critically ill or
injured patients from Kohala Hospital who require specialty care to
a facility where specialized services
are available. EMS will coordinate
with the sending and receiving hospitals to ensure a smooth and safe
transition between the two facilities while under the care of the ALS
ambulance personnel.

Now Open

in The Nanbu Building, Kapa'au

ɓȵژFƷƌɋɓȵƷưژ
¥ȵȏưɓƩɋ
GrowFAAST
Meaning Behind the Name:

GȵȏɬF°¾ژǠȽژFǠȽǚژȂǠȄȏژƩǠưژ°ȲǠȵɓǹǠȄƌ¾ژȏȄǠƩِ
FǠȽǚژȂǠȄȏژƩǠưًژȏȵژFژǠȽژưƷȵǠɫƷưژǑȵȏȂژƌژwƌɋɓȵƌǹژFƌȵȂǠȄǒژ
¨ƷƩǠȲƷژɬǚƷȵƷژǑǠȽǚژǠȽژǑƷȵȂƷȄɋƷưژɬǠɋǚژƌژȽɓǒƌȵژȽȏɓȵƩƷژǑȏȵژƌɋژǹƷƌȽɋژבژ
ȂȏȄɋǚȽًژƩȵƷƌɋǠȄǒژƌژƨǠȏǹȏǒǠƩƌǹǹɲژƌɫƌǠǹƌƨǹƷژǑȏȏưژȽȏɓȵƩƷژǑȏȵژȲǹƌȄɋȽٍ
GȵȏɬF°¾ژkǠȴɓǠưژ¥ǹƌȄɋژFȏȏưژǠȽژȂƌưƷژǑȵȏȂژגژǵƷɲژǠȄǒȵƷưǠƷȄɋȽژي
FǠȽǚژ°ƩȵƌȲȽژǑȵȏȂژǠǒژUȽǹƌȄưًژ°ȲǠȵɓǹǠȄƌژ¥ȏɬưƷȵژǑȵȏȂژhȏȄƌًژȵȏɬȄژ
°ɓǒƌȵژƌȄưژ-uژȏȵژ-ǑǑƷƩɋǠɫƷژuǠƩȵȏȏȵǒƌȄǠȽȂȽ
(These are naturally occurring organisms that increase the microbial diversity
of the soil ecosystem.)

Why This Product is Special:
GȵȏɬF°¾ژǠȽژưƷȵǠɫƷưژǑȵȏȂژǹȏƩƌǹژǠȄǒȵƷưǠƷȄɋȽژƌȄưژǠɋټȽژƌǹǠɫƷٍ¾ژǚƷژ
ƨǠȏٮƌɫƌǠǹƌƨǠǹǠɋɲژǠȽژɬǚƌɋژȂƌǵƷȽژɋǚǠȽژȲȵȏưɓƩɋژɓȄǠȴɓƷِژÞǚƷȄژ
ƌȲȲǹɲǠȄǒژGȵȏɬF°¾ژɋȏژɲȏɓȵژǒƌȵưƷȄژɲȏɓژƌȵƷژǠȄɋȵȏưɓƩǠȄǒژ
ȂǠǹǹǠȏȄȽژȏǑژƨƷȄƷǑǠƩǠƌǹژȂǠƩȵȏƨƷȽژɋǚƌɋژɬȏȵǵژɋȏژƨȵƷƌǵژưȏɬȄژȏȵǒƌȄǠƩژ
ȂƌɋɋƷȵژǠȄɋȏژȄɓɋȵǠƷȄɋȽژɲȏɓȵژȲǹƌȄɋȽژƩƌȄژȵƷƌưǠǹɲژɓȲɋƌǵƷِ¾ژǚƷژFǠȽǚژ
ȂǠȄȏژƩǠưژƌǹȏȄƷژǠȽژǹȏƌưƷưژɬǠɋǚژwǠɋȵȏǒƷȄًژƌǹƩǠɓȂًژUȵȏȄژƌȄưژ
ȂȏȵƷًژƨɓɋژɬǚƷȄژɬƷژƌưưژɋǚƷژ°ȲǠȵɓǹǠȄƌژǠɋژȵƷƌǹǹɲژɋɓȵȄȽژǠȄɋȏژƌژ
ƩȏȂȲǹƷɋƷژȲǹƌȄɋژǑȏȏưِژ°ȲǠȵɓǹǠȄƌژƩȏȄɋƌǠȄȽژǚƷƌǹɋǚɲژƌȂȏɓȄɋȽژȏǑژ
ȂƌǒȄƷȽǠɓȂًژȲȏɋƌȽȽǠɓȂًژȂƌȄǒƌȄƷȽƷًژƌȄưژȽȂƌǹǹژƌȂȏɓȄɋȽژȏǑژ
ƌǹȂȏȽɋژƷɫƷȵɲژȽǠȄǒǹƷژȄɓɋȵǠƷȄɋژȲǹƌȄɋȽژȄƷƷưژɋȏژɋǚȵǠɫƷٍ

@thedragonheartfarm

Contact us: (808) 889-6808
Info@dragonheartfarm.com
www.dragonheartfarm.com

Jana Kaholoa'a

Donald F Watson

REALTOR® Broker | RB-21500

REALTOR® Broker | RB-18770

Jana@BetterIslandLifestyle.com

Don@BetterIslandlifestyle.com

808.895.1045

Long time Kohala
Residents working
for our community

Independently owned and operated

808.987.0574
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Future KMN Deadlines

Letters
North Kohala Police Thanks You
The North Kohala Police Department would like to thank all our residents, businesses, visitors and aﬃliates
for all of your support during Police Week. We enjoyed all the goodies and letters of support from everyone. Our
department continues to strive to serve our community with the Spirit of Aloha, Integrity, Professionalism and
Compassion.

Letters from Kohala Middle School Students
Mr. Duncan Anderson teaches seventh grade at Kohala Middle School. Every year he asks his students to choose a
problem on Hawai`i Island they would like to help solve. Students spend the earlier part of the school year researching
and doing projects related to their chosen topic. Toward the end of the year, the students are
charged with bringing their message out to the community in whatever way they see fit. Part of that goal can be
accomplished by writing a Letter the Editor for publi- cation in the Kohala Mountain News. The following are some of
those letters. Additional letters from other students will be published in upcoming issues.

Vaping Increases 900%

Hurricanes

Aloha, my name is Alyssa~Marie Bautista. I was born and raised on the
Big Island of Hawaii. I am a seventh grader at Kohala Middle School. I am
doing a project about bad things happening in Kohala, like vaping. I chose
vaping because on the Big Island it is one of the biggest problems. Vaping
is not only in Kohala, but it is all over the world.
The problem is that people think it is OK to vape around younger children and don’t know what’s going into the lungs of the people around
them. When smoking e-cigarettes, you can get something called popcorn
lung. Even though you’re not using it you’re still inhaling the secondhand
fumes.
Since 2015, vaping has increased by 900% among high school students.
Of that percentage, 40% of young e-cigarettes users never smoked regular
tobacco. My personal account of this issue is that a lot of people are vaping
and don’t know what bad things are going on in them.
An outcome I want to see happen is people doing less e-cigarettes or
cigarettes. The air wouldn’t be polluted as much with nicotine and other
chemicals as regular tobacco cigarettes contain 7,000 chemicals.
Help stop vaping in Kohala!
Mahalo for your time,
Alyssa Marie (be safe)

Dear People of Kohala,
Hi, my name is Clozieur I am
12 years old. I am going to be writing about hurricanes. Do you want
people to suﬀer during hurricanes?
If so, do nothing. If you want to
help, raise awareness.
Here are some tips how to help
if someone does not have a place to
go: point them to the nearest shelter.
If someone does not have enough
food, show some Aloha and maybe
give them some. Now to prepare
yourself, make a bag of supplies like
batteries, flashlights and a radio.
Then, stay away from windows or
before the storm put tape on it to
prevent glass from shattering.
Thank you for reading and hope
you use these tips.
Aloha,
Clozieur Ke-a

Vape Pens Can Kill You

Rat Lungworm
Disease

Dear Editor,
My name is Mālie Waianuhea Karratti and I am a seventh grade student attending Kohala Middle School. A massive problem in Hawaii is
vaping.
There’s so many kids vaping because they think it’s cool. Young people
don’t understand how much damage it could cause. Vaping could put you
in a critical condition and cause you to have a hard time breathing. In
2019, a kid was vaping and died. The cause of death was from the vape
pipe exploding in his mouth. Vaping will take over your life forever if you
don’t stop it now!
Thank you for listening sincerely,
Mālie Waianuhea Karratti

Racism
Hi, my name is Jordan. My topic is about spreading the word on
stopping racism. Racism has been going around the world for centuries.
Racism is the belief that groups of humans possess diﬀerent behavioral
traits corresponding to physical appearance and can be divided based on
the superiority of one race over another.
Racism is still going on even today. An example is BLM (Black Lives
Matter) and all of the protests around the world trying to end racism.
Today, people are fighting for their race as if they are defending themselves from the hatred coming from the people that dislike them.
How can we end racism? My opinion is that we can stop misjudging others and disrespecting people based on their looks/appearances.
Another solution is that we could accept others’ culture and treat them the
way you want to be treated. Who knows if you will like other cultures, but
don’t treat people badly based on their lifestyle. Instead, you can kindly
tell them what you prefer and not resort to violence.
Mahalo,
Jordan Manantan
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Dear People of Kohala,
My name is Royden Tabiolo. I
am a 7th grader at Kohala Middle
School. I am going to be telling you
about rat lungworm disease. Rat
lungworm is a disease that makes
you really sick and weak. Rat lungworm starts when a slug or snail
is in contact with an infected rat.
You can get rat lungworm if you
eat something a snail has been on
without washing it. So, you should
wash your vegetables before you
eat them. You can also get rat lungworm disease if you step on or
touch a slug or snail. We can prevent rat lungworm by getting a
bucket of vinegar and put slugs and
snails inside.
Symptoms of rat lungworm disease are severe headache and stiﬀness of the neck, tingling or painful
feelings in the skin or extremities,
low-grade fever, nausea, and vomiting. There are a lot of slugs and
snails in Kohala so people should
be aware of their surroundings.
In the last decade there were 100
people infected by the disease in
Hawaii. So, let’s stop rat lungworm
and be safe.
Sincerely,
Royden Tabiolo

It’s important for the Kohala
Mountain News to receive ads and
news submissions by the following
deadlines. Otherwise, submissions
may not be accommodated.
July Deadlines
Ads and News: 7/9/21
Calendar: 7/16/21
Distribution: 7/23/21
August Deadlines
Ads and News: 8/13/21
Calendar: 8/20/21
Distribution: 8/27/21
Our purpose is to enhance
and strengthen the community
by fostering continuous
communication and
understanding among the
various cultures, residents and
constituents.

www.kohalamountainnews.com
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Hawaiʻi State House of
Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas

Representative David Tarnas
speaks for North Kohala as a
member of the Hawaiʻi State House
of Representatives.

As Chair of the House Committee on Water and Land, I am grateful
to be one of the legislative leaders
advocating for better management
of coastal and marine resources to
ensure marine ecosystem protection, healthy reefs, clean water and
productive fisheries. On World
Oceans Day on June 8, Governor
Ige spoke about the importance of
these priorities when he signed nine
important ocean-related bills into
law.
“On this World Oceans Day,
Hawai’i again shows great leadership in grappling with the threats
and challenges our precious marine
environments face. I deeply appreciate the legislature’s support of
these measures which collectively
advance protection, management,
and stewardship of ocean resources
well into the future,” said Governor
Ige.
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) Chair
Suzanne Case also noted, “I want
to add our thanks to leadership
in both the House and the Senate
who were instrumental in passage
of seven of the administrative bills
proposed by DLNR Division of
Aquatic Resources. This was cer-

tainly one of the most ocean-conservation-oriented legislative sessions
in decades, and these measures will
bring us that much closer to realizing the goals of Governor Ige’s
Holomua: Marine 30X30 Initiative.”
That initiative calls for the protection of at least 30% of the most sensitive nearshore waters by 2030.
To help the State deal with more
frequent coastal flooding, severe
storms, coral bleaching, and significant overuse of our coastal and
marine resources, the legislature
approved HB 1020 to give DLNR
the ability to quickly implement
adaptive management measures to
protect resources. This was one of
the key bills signed by the Governor
on World Oceans Day.
To improve fisheries management, the Governor signed HB 1016,
establishing a Commercial Marine
Vessel License so one license will
cover all fishers on a commercial
fishing vessel, and HB 1023, which
establishes a recreational marine
fishing license for nonresidents.
Through this, DLNR can demonstrate to the fishing community how
it will operate the State’s first marine
recreational fishing license system.
The Governor also signed HB 1018,
which authorizes DLNR to regulate
lay nets by requiring annual permit
renewal and authorizes DLNR to
withhold or revoke permits for violators; and HB 1017, which removes
crab and lobster management from
statute so these species can be more
eﬀectively managed through rules.
DLNR already has rules that mirror
the statute, which can be modified
through the rulemaking process.
There is no change to regulations
yet, but DLNR has announced it is
planning rulemaking to allow for
the take of female Kona crabs.
After seven years of debating
bills that protect sharks, the legislature was finally able to craft
a bill that gained support in both
the House and Senate to provide
significant protection for sharks
in Hawaii waters. The bill, signed
into law by Governor Ige, prohibits
the taking of sharks in State waters
with certain exceptions, including public safety and self-defense.
Sharks captured as incidental take

can be released and will not be
considered a violation. Scientific
research can be carried out with
a Special Activity Permit. DLNR
must now develop rules to implement the law, including prohibiting
lay nets in nursery habitats where
juvenile sharks congregate.
There are two bills the Governor
signed on World Oceans Day which
will strengthen resource conservation enforcement. HB 1022 authorizes DLNR enforcement agents to
inspect coolers and other containers to make sure fishers and hunters are following the rules. SB 772
establishes specialty license plates
to raise money for the resource conservation special fund, which will
feature artwork depicting Hawaii’s
unique forest and marine wildlife.
And finally, the Governor signed
HB 1019, which creates an ocean
stewardship user fee for ocean tourism customers to support marine
resource management and ocean
recreation infrastructure. This sustainable funding source is critical
for the State to implement its Holomua: Marine 30X30 Initiative to
eﬀectively manage the State’s nearshore waters. For more information
on this, please visit: https://dlnr.

hawaii.gov/dar/30x30.
This user fee approach is
an important paradigm shift to
improve tourism management and
prevent overuse and damage to our
beautiful marine and coastal environment. The Ocean Tourism Coalition (OTC), representing ocean
tourism businesses throughout
Hawaii, worked closely with DLNR
and the legislature to write this bill.
“We look forward to continuing
to partner with DAR as the planning and rulemaking begins. OTC
supports the pono stewardship of
resources to ensure that our near
shore waters and coral reefs can be
managed in a way that is responsible, sustainable, and economically
viable.”
With the signing of these important bills, we have good reason to
celebrate World Oceans Day!
I am very grateful to serve as
your District 7 Representative.
Please reach out with your questions, comments, and feedback any
time. Sign up for my e-newsletter
here: http://bitly.com/reptarnassignup. Please call me anytime at
808-586-8510 or email me at reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov.
Mahalo!

County Council Update

From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Tim Richards

Photo courtesy of Tim Richards

Councilmember Tim Richards
represents North Kohala as part of
Hawai’i County Council District 9.

Aloha! Once again, it is time for
the monthly update from our oﬃce.
Resolution No. 145-21 – Authorizing Negotiations by County
On June 15, 2021, the Council
Resolution authorizing the Director
of Finance to enter negotiations for
the acquisition and/or conservation easement for all or a portion
of the 11 Māhukona properties,
ranked as the number one priority
on the PONC 2020 Annual Report,
passed unanimously before the
Council Committee on Finance.
Many outstanding testimonies
were provided by Zoom attendance and through written statements. The committee members
are extremely supportive of the
protection and preservation of the
critical and significant natural and
See CC Update, Page 7
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have identified that food self-reliance and security is a high priority.
To accomplish this, we must have
agriculture in scale to replace the
importation of some 90 percent of
our food needs. For this to happen,
farmable lands need to be in production and supported by a consistent and renewable water source.
Kohala has these assets available.
We have talked about reinvigorating and energizing local agriculture. We have discussed expanding
the production and developing the
value adding economy that can

CC Update continued from Page 6
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truly make our county food selfreliant while triggering jobs and an
economy that supports our community. All of this starts with the
basics: identifying, stewarding, and
managing the resources, and developing the foundational support for
agriculture that can transform into
a vibrant island community. Land,
water and agriculture go hand-inhand. It is all about agriculture,
always.
As always, it continues to be
a great privilege to serve as your
Councilman.

Landslide Closes the Kohala Ditch

Courtesy of Surety Kohala via Tim Richards

The main flume feeding the Kohala Ditch in Honokāne Valley has been
damaged by a landslide.
cultural resources at Māhukona.
Once full Council approves a final
reading of this resolution on July 7,
2021, it opens the opportunity for
the County to negotiate for its purchase. Stay tuned for more information as it unfolds.
Kohala Ditch Water
For over 100 years, the Kohala
Ditch has been part of the agricultural lifeline of Kohala. Built
between 1904 and dedicated in
1906, the Kohala Ditch has brought
water, some 8 to 10,000,000 gallons
daily, out of the Kohala mountains
to the lands of Kohala.
Initially for the sugar industry,
but since its closure in the mid1970s, the Kohala Ditch has supplied water to various forms of
agriculture and has generated electricity for our community through a
hydroelectric plant.
In early April, a landslide in
Honokāne Valley took out the main
flume, eﬀectively shutting down
the ditch water supply. Assessments
have been made of the damage and
what it may take to put that back
in working order. Several big challenges are being faced. First, the
landslide is still somewhat active.
This landslide is ongoing and is
part of what appears to be a normal
ongoing erosion of the valley wall.

Additionally, the tunnel itself is
unstable. This poses a high level of
danger for anyone in or working on
the tunnel. And going forward, use
of the tunnels and thus the ditch
system will also mandate a need of
stabilizing those tunnels. Certainly
not a light undertaking. The flume
must also be rebuilt which also
poses engineering and construction
challenges. Eﬀorts on many levels
by many people are being worked
on as we speak to get water back
into the ditch. Many thoughts and
ideas are being floated but no firm
direction has yet been identified.
The bigger conversation for the
ditch is the water resource itself.
One-half inch of rain is equivalent to approximately 14,000 gallons of water on one acre. A ditch
that delivers even 5,000,000 gallons
of water in a day is equivalent to
a half inch of rain on 350 acres a
day. On a rotational basis, imagine
what that irrigation does for agriculture. Many crops need between
1/2 and 1 inch per week which is
2-4 inches per month. Targeting 1/2
inch per week, and 5,000,000 gallons of water per day is 350 acres or
approximately 2,500 acres of farmland that could be consistently irrigated.
We as a county and the state

Story and photo by Toni Withington
The Ditch is dry. A landslide
deep in Honokāne Valley has cut
oﬀ the water source for the Kohala
Ditch. Bill Shontell, executive vice
president of Surety Kohala Corporation, indicated that the stakeholders of the ditch have been notified
and that an announcement about
the status of the ditch will be made
at a later date.
The ditch normally provides
agriculture water to users from
Pololū to Kukuipahu. Its source
is the upper reaches of streams in
Honokāne Valley, beyond Pololū,
from land owned by Kamehameha
Schools.
The break in service comes at
a diﬃcult time, not only for users
who rely on its water, but for organizers of management of the ditch.
Currently owned by the Kohala
Ditch Company and operated by
Surety Kohala, the intent for several
years has been to transfer operation
and maintenance of the ditch itself
over to the Kohala Ditch Cooperative (KD Co-op), a for-profit Consumer Cooperative Association,
incorporated in February 2019.
According to the co-op website, it is not clear if the transfer
has taken place. After outlining all
the work still left to do, the website
says: “Several years of work remain
to fully transition Kohala Ditch
to KD Coop and to complete the
building of an economically viable,
stand-alone operation.” However,
the organization is appealing to
farmers and other potential users of
non-potable water to become members of the co-op.
The model set up by the co-op
has the main ditch managed by a

board of directors. Each distribution pipeline coming from the ditch
would be owned and maintained
by a separate cooperative, made up
of those specific users. Each cooperative would have a representative
on the main ditch board.
While the KD co-op is expected
to be a stand-alone water source,
organizations in Kohala, the state
legislature and the state and county
water commissions have been
looking into establishment of an
integrated ag water system that
includes high-level underground
reservoirs, the Kehena Ditch and
multiple existing wells in Kohala.
Several years ago, the State funded
the North Kohala Agricultural
Water Study and Action Plan. It
was completed in August 2019.
The study identified suﬃcient nonpotable sources, even for expanded
farming; however, it reported inadequate organization to fund the
delivery system to farmers.
A key action item of the report
was: “Establish a Non-profit/
Quasi-governmental/ Governmental organization(s) capable of planning systems, managing easements
and capable of accepting public
funds to enhance community access
See Ditch Update, Page 8
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Hawi Farmers Market Update
and Featured Vendor

Yael at her welcoming booth.

The Kohala Ditch is dry, due to a landslide in Honokāne Valley cutting
off its source. Surety Kohala is working to remedy the problem and is
keeping stakeholders apprised of progress.
to agricultural water.”
The ditch has closed down
many times since it was built in
1906, most notably in 2006 after a
massive earthquake. It took two
years, $5 million and participation
by wide community representation

to get the flow back. Historically the
ditch has provided water to ten separate service areas from Pololū to
Māhukona and Lapakahi. Through
age, rust and breakage, many of its
water lines no longer have viable
delivery systems.

We’re so happy to be open for
LUNCH and TAKE OUT!!!

By Donna Maltz
Live music brings more life to
the Hawi Market, and vendors are
thrilled to sell their goods while
visiting with new and regular customers. The value of building relationships where the source of our
food comes from is priceless.
This week’s featured vendor is
Yael Gappell, baker extraordinaire
and maker of delicious savory
delights to accompany her delicious baked goods.
Yael moved to Kapa`au a little
over two years ago with her husband and two big dogs. She was
born and raised in Tel Aviv and
raised two sons there. In Israel,
Yael was a clinical psychologist
and a Jungian psychoanalyst. She is
working on getting her license here
on the Big Island. Along with her
private practice, she always worked
in the public service, feeling that
giving back is the right thing for her
to do.
For now, our community is
blessed that she shares her traditional Israeli foods. Being a vendor
has been beyond her expectations.
She started selling in Kamuela Farmers Market a few months before

CARTOW
KOHALA
• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,
and Lock-out Service
• Vehicle Repairs
• Oil Changes and Service
• Equipment Hauling
• Vehicle Safety Inspections
• Propane
Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday
Located at the bottom of Hawi Rd.
KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

889-5555

889-1061

Photo By Donna Maltz

COVID-19 burst into our lives.
When the Hawi Market reopened,
she brought her delicious artesian
delights. She has been baking bread
since her grown sons were born and
studied artisanal bread baking with
a well-known baker in Israel.
Even though it’s a tremendous
amount of work to prepare for the
market, Yael loves being a vendor!
She oﬀers, “It has been rewarding
in so many ways, and I look forward to seeing the market grow.”
She expressed her gratitude to the
market management, who are calm
and helpful.
Her favorite part of the market
is meeting people and making new
friends at her welcoming booth,
including the other friendly vendors. She loves sharing food and
knowledge and especially enjoys
feeling that people are curious and
open to what she oﬀers.
She calls her business “Motek,”
which means “sweetheart” in
Hebrew, an endearment word she
uses to refer to everyone she likes!
Yael says, “Israelis are a lot like
Hawaiians in that the family is the
most important thing in life, and
See Market ,Page 9

J. Lorenzo Construction

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time
• 35 years of experience
with projects done all
over Kohala
• Residential, commercial,
industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432

lorenzoboyz@gmail.com
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Yael’s Pita Bread Recipe

In Israel, pita bread is eaten with
everything. Here is a simple recipe
which can be adapted. You can
make it with organic bread flour or
organic spelt flour.
Simple pita bread, which is the
basis for others:

Challah knot rolls.
eating home-cooked meals together
with family and friends is a central aspect of the Israeli culture.
I am truly blessed to be part of
these things.” Her love for culture
inspired her to join Hula Halau O
Mana’olana O Kohala with Kumu
Hope Keawe. She is filled with
gratitude to be part of Halau and
to Hope for sharing knowledge and
culture and welcoming her. “It has
been a very special journey for me,”
she says. She also joined a musical
group that sings and plays ukulele
and says, “It’s like a warm message
to the soul.”
Yael’s variety of beautifully
handcrafted breads are made with
organic flours, contributing to the
quality and the taste. For her other
products, she does her best to use
organic and local ingredients. Yael
prefers to buy from the market
vendors, including the dill for her
pickles, spinach for the bouriquitos
(filled pastries), eggs from Howie,
turmeric from HIP Agriculture for
the Turmeric-Cranberry Sourdough
Bread, turnips from Ness for the

Photo by Donna Maltz

Cranberry sourdough bread.

Photo by Donna Maltz

pickled turnips and beets, and veggies from her friend Miki of Mother’s Nature Miracle, who started
growing an Israeli variety of eggplants for her.
Her scrumptious hummus is
made from dried chickpeas she
purchases directly from a small
family farm in Washington, and
the tahini is imported from Israel
from a family factory that makes
it traditionally using sesame seeds
imported from Ethiopia, where
centuries-old farming techniques
are still practiced. By the way, this
tahini is the secret behind her tasty
hummus and baba ghanoush.
The Hawaii Farmers Union
United Board, which manages the
Market, is reaching out to the community about making the Hawi
Market mask optional. Please voice
your opinion on the Hawi Farmers Market Facebook page (facebook.com/KohalaChapterHFUU)
or email your feedback to kohalahfuu@gmail.com. See you at the
market, every Saturday 8:00 a.m.–
12:00 noon.

surface and divide it into 100 grams
chunks (you can make it smaller or
bigger as you wish). Turn them into
well tucked ball shape and cover
with clean towel and let it rest for
15 minutes.

Prepare a towel on the counter
lightly dusted with flour. Take each
1kilogram (1,000g) 100% organic ball and, with a rolling pin, bring it
bread flour
to the shape of a pita. Put the pita
60% (600g) water
on the towel and cover with another
2% (20g) yeasts
towel. Once all the pitas are ready,
5% (50g) sugar
start with the cooking.
2% (20g) salt
1–2 teaspoons baking powder
Put a Teflon pan on the stove
over a high flame. Transfer the pita
Mix the water, sugar and yeast gently to the pan and keep flipping
in a mixer bowl with a fork and let it it every few seconds with a soft
rest for 15 minutes. Mix in the rest of spatula. At some point, it will puﬀ
the ingredients, except the salt, and up and a pocket will form. This part
start kneading. After a few minutes, of the process is quick, between 2-4
add the salt and knead a little more. minutes. Immediately put pita on
a clean towel on a pan, and cover
Knead the dough for about with another thick cloth to stay
5-8 minutes, until you get a nice, warm.
smooth, elastic dough. Put about 1
to 2 tablespoons of olive oil in a big
Options:
bowl and roll the dough around in
You can replace the yeast with
the bowl to cover the dough in oil. 20% strong sourdough.
Cover with a clean towel and let it
If you use whole wheat or spelt
rest for an hour. The dough would flours, use 65% water.
double its size (about an hour).
Put whatever you don’t eat
Punch the air out from the immediately into a plastic Ziplock
dough, cover and let it rise for bag. Put whatever you don’t eat the
about another hour until it double same day into the freezer.
in volume again.
Enjoy!
Put the dough onto the working
Yael

Photo by Yael Gappell

Yael’s pita bread.

9 Acres in Hawi

MLS 650356 | $1,200,000
2 bedroom with office and 1 1/2 bathrooms, private with producing
macadamia nut orchard fully fenced; lots of antique furniture;
separate garage/barn and garden shed; nestled between Kohala
Mountain Road and Maliu Ridge with a desirable elevation.
Use the Homes & Land App to Scan Any Photo for More Info

Holly Algood, PB
RB 22414

808-557-0354 cell

www.algoodhi.com

holly@algoodhi.com

55-3410 Akoni Pule Hwy, Building 3, Hawi, HI 96719
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THE RISE AND FALL OF SUGAR IN KOHALA
A One Hundred-and-Twelve Year History
1863 1975

PART NINE
STRIKES THROUGHOUT
HAWAII
The year 1900 found the workers
in Hawaii utilizing their new freedom in a rash of strikes. There were
no unions as we know them today,
so these actions were always temporary combinations, or blocs of
workers joining together to resolve
a particular “hot” issue or to press
for some immediate demands.
Twenty-five strikes were recorded
that year. Most of them were lost,
but they had an impact on management. Within a year wages went up
by 10 cents a day, bringing pay rates
to 70 cents a day. As Japanese sugar
workers became more established
in the plantation system, however,
they responded to management
abuse by taking concerted action,
and organized major strikes in 1900,
1906 and 1909, as well as many
smaller actions. In 1920, Japanese
organizers joined with Filipino,
Chinese, Spanish and Portuguese
laborers, and afterward formed
the Hawaii Laborers’ Association,
the islands’ first multiethnic labor
union and a harbinger of interethnic
solidarity to come.
Robert Hall, Manager of the
Niuli’i Plantation, recommended
a judicious mix of nationalities to
modify the eﬀects of strikes. George
F. Renton, Manager of the Hawi
Plantation, warned his fellow planters that strikes would occur when
workers could combine. He urged
them to employ as many nationalities as possible on each plantation.
Around 1900 John Hind, owner
of the Hawi Plantation, travelled
to the Southern States to evaluate
the feasibility of bringing in Black
workers.
By 1909, the Japanese were getting $18.00 a month for 26 days of
work while the Portuguese and
Puerto Ricans received $22.50 for
the same amount of work.
Workers protested these ineq-

OPEN:
MONDAY - FRIDAY
8AM - 5PM
CLOSED:
SATURDAY SUNDAY
BODYPRO IS A COVID-19 SAFETY COMPLIANT CLINIC
OUR CLIENT'S SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY

WE NOW OFFER VIRTUAL APPOINTMENTS FROM
THE SAFETY OF YOUR HOME!

CALL: 808.657.4722

uities, and some on Oahu struck.
Sixty plantation owners, including those where no strike existed,
banded together in a united front
against labor. Strikebreakers were
hired from other ethnic groups,
thus using the familiar “divide and
rule” technique.
After three months, the strike of
1909 was called oﬀ. On the record,
the strike is listed as a loss. It cost
the Japanese community $40,000 to
maintain the walkout. But the strike
was well-organized, well-led and
well-disciplined, and shortly after
the walkout the employers granted
increases to the workers. Housing
conditions were improved. The
racial diﬀerential in pay was gradually closed.
In the years following the 1909
strike, the employers did two things
to ward oﬀ future stoppages. They
imported large numbers of laborers from the Philippines, and they
embarked on a paternalistic program to keep the workers happy
– building schools, churches,
playgrounds, recreation halls and
houses. Though they did many
good things, they did not pay the
workers a living wage or recognize
their right to a voice in their own
destiny.
In 1920, Filipino and Japanese workers struck. As a result,
the race diﬀerential in wages was
eliminated. Pay was increased from
$20 up to $23 a month. The bonus
was increased. Management made
extensive improvements in housing, sanitation and water systems.
During the first decade of the
20th century there were more than
forty strikes. Most of the strikes
were for higher wages. Some were
in protest of harsh treatment. Such
work stoppages were often spontaneous, usually involved only one
ethnic group, and mostly without
any organizational structure to back
them up, and with few exceptions,
the results were a loss to the workers.

By Tom Morse

UNIONIZATION AND
STRIKES IN KOHALA
During the war, no one had time
or energy to work on labor issues.
Union activity, which was gaining momentum in the late 1930s,
was suspended. But when peace
returned, ethnic labor groups
returned full force to voicing their
concerns, this time uniting plantation workers of all backgrounds.
On
May
21,
1945,
the
Hawaii Employee Relations Act,
often referred to as the Little Wagner
Act, was signed, guaranteeing the
predominantly Native Hawaiian
and Asian immigrant pineapple
and sugar workers the right to bargain collectively.
Shortly thereafter, the International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union (ILWU), Local
142 (sugar plantation workers) was
formed.
Workers from diﬀerent ethnic
and national backgrounds throughout Hawaii were soon convinced
to join the union. Members of the
ILWU went door to door to explain
the need to unite under their union
and strike to gain better wages and
working conditions. Union bulletins, newspapers, voting ballots
and contracts were printed in each
of the workers’ native languages.
In Kohala, Union representatives formed bonds with influential members of each ethnic group.
They then promoted the union in
group meeting in the camps for
each group.
In 1945, Kohala’s workers voted
to join the ILWU. The first big strike
started August 28, 1946 and lasted
seventy-nine days. It included
thirty-three of the thirty-four plantations in the islands. More than
26,000 plantation workers and
their families went on strike. After
decades of unvoiced discontent,
workers spoke up.
The union’s goals for the strike
were:
1. To earn 65 cents per hour

2. To have 40-hour work weeks
3. To have a union shop
4. To convert perquisites (privileges and benefits) to cash.
Workers picketed around the
Kohala Sugar oﬃce in Hawi. The
Union’s headquarters was next to
the Nanbu Hotel in Kapa`au. With
no income for the workers, food
was scarce.
On November 18, 1946, employers and employees agreed to higher
wages and an end to the system that
perpetuated workers’ dependency.
Favoritism, which used to work so
nicely for the managers, quickly
became the greatest taboo. Instead,
the union enforced advancement
by seniority. A strict classification
of plantation jobs ranked them in
grades, with corresponding pay
scales. Supervisors were no longer
randomly selected but had to pass
a test after an intensive training to
learn about Union relations, grievances and problem solving. Wages
were increased, but workers now
had to pay for benefits previously
supplied by the Sugar Company:
housing, medical care, fuel, electricity and water. Married men were no
longer paid more than single men.
House lots were oﬀered to employees.
Though the industry did not
agree to the 65-cent wage, the union
shop, or the 40-hour work week,
the union achieved other aspects
of their goals. Industry agreed to
increase the wage by 19 cents per
hour, an increase of 20-40%. The
average hourly wage became 31.5
cents.
Also, plantation owners agreed
to set fixed charges for perquisites.
The union knew that the only way
to gain full control from the sugar
companies for the workers was to
end the perquisite system.
The seventy-nine-day strike
did not make remarkable gains,
but it did have great psychological
See Sugar, Page 11
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Sugar continued from Page 10
value, and added immensely to the
union’s prestige and power. More
than any other single event, the
strike brought an end to Hawaii’s
paternalistic labor relations. It ushered in a new era of participatory
democracy both on the plantations
and throughout Hawaii’s political
and social institutions.
After the strike, the longstanding benevolent role of the Kohala
Sugar Company began to change. It
sold the stores in Halaula and Hawi
to the Nakahara family in 1951.
In 1946, the oﬃcers of the union
in Kohala included Akoni Pule,
President; and Fred Cachola, Sr.,
Vice President.
The Great Aloha Strike of 1958
involved twenty-six plantations,
13,700 workers, and lasted 128 days.
It was so named because the ILWU
made sure the cane was irrigated
and kept alive until it was over, and
because striking workers were put
to work on projects to improve their
communities.
A gentler round of negotiations
further defined the new direction of
Kohala’s leadership. Instead of “us

against them,” residents were ready
for dialogue: During the strike there
was no picketing in Kohala.
Neither were there demonstrations or provocative acts by union
members. Hunters would bring
their kill, and fishermen their catch,
to the union hall to be shared among
the strikers.
A soup kitchen was set up by
the workers and their families in the
Up Camp at Halaula. “No one went
hungry.” The workers got what
they requested in pay increases.
That year, Kohala Sugar Company counted 673 employees. In
1960, it gifted employees with
one-third acre lots of land and
gave them the option to buy plantation homes for minimal fees.
The Halaula houses were moved
to Kynnersley Road and the main
highway by Sugar Company crews.
After almost a century of centralizing labor and lands, Kohala Sugar
Company was reaching full circle to
decentralize once more.
Next Month – Transportation, Field
to Mill, Mill to Ocean, The Railroad

NAKAHARA STORE
Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts

HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP, & MAUI ONION SALSA

Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree

(808) 889-6449 | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm Sun: 8am-3pm

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER
We welcome newly sponsored projects
Protect Pololū and North Kohala Archery.
If you haven’t seen our annual report,
please check it out on our website, we
appreciate the support from all of
our generous donors!

NKCRC’s 4th Annual Golf Tournament
a Success
The North Kohala Community Resource Center
hosted 114 golfers on June 5 at the prestigious Mauna
Kea Golf Course. We would like to express our deepest
appreciation to all our paticipants and sponsors:
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel, c/o Kansas Henderson;
Mauna Kea Golf Course, c/o Duane Otte and crew;
Mauna Kea Resort, c/o Brad Doell; Craig Anderson;
Paradise Beverages, c/o Nathan Bodey; Takata Store,
c/o Jerry Takata; Nanea Golf Club; Waikoloa Resort
Golf Course; Waikoloa Village Golf Course; Hapuna
Golf Course; Makani Golf Course; Kamehameha
Pharmacy; John Watterson Painting; Steve Hoffman;
and the many individuals and business
who sponsored holes.
You can support our projects and the Center with a tax-deducঞble donaঞon to

NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi, HI 96719 • 889-5523•
www.northkohala.org
A great way to love Kohala!
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Artists’ Co-op Showcases
Brian Hart and Sean Levine

The Summer Kickoff art show, featuring the work of Sean Levine (left) and
Brian Hart, is currently running at the Kohala Artists’ Cooperative.
Story and photo by Diann Wilson
The June “Summer Kickoﬀ” has
been a huge success at the Artists’
Cooperative in Kapaa`au. Local
residents and tourists alike browse
the gallery and admire the work of
North Kohala artists Brian Hart and
Sean Levine.
Brian and Sean may appear to
be an unlikely duo to share an art
show, but they make a good pair,
as it was the first showing of their
work for both. Their diﬀerent backgrounds and artistic styles produced a creative blending of art that
has appealed to those who have
stopped in to admire their pieces.
Hart has lived in North Kohala
for 12 years, having moved here
from Oregon with his wife and two
daughters. His interest in art started
long before his move to Kohala.
When he was eight years old, his
mother enrolled him in an oil painting class. This was the beginning of
his education and interest, which
was enhanced by a family friend
who was an acclaimed artist and
served as a mentor.
After taking a hiatus from art
for some 20 years, Hart moved to
Kohala to teach special education
students at Kanu O Ka `Āina charter school in Waimea. Working with
young people with disabilities is a
passion of his.
Then three years ago, he picked
up the paintbrush again and now
paints daily. He has even incorporated art into his classroom.
Having spent time at Gold Beach
in Oregon while growing up, Brian
has been influenced by his time
spent near the ocean. He considers
his work to be abstract impressionistic. His focus is on local seascapes
and he creates a lot of paintings of
the beach. You can find Brian painting plein air (on location) with
acrylic and oil.
For the Artists’ Cooperative
show, the theme of his work is
“Luminous.” His paintings focus on
the use of light. The stained-glasslike paintings use very bright colors
and several feature local seascapes,

from Mauna Lani to Hamakua.
Sean Levine came to Kohala
from the Philippines three years ago
as a teenager. Shortly after moving
here, he started his freshmen year
at Kohala High School and recently
graduated with the class of 2021.
Upon arriving in the community, Sean found the Kohala Artists’
Cooperative. He had not previously
created art but found that the co-op
provided him with resources to
produce paintings. Levine was able
to attend community classes there,
where he connected with Cathy
Morgan and then started helping
with her summer classes and helping her to set up the gallery.
Sean paints mainly in acrylic
and deals with a variety of subjects.
He typically paints still life or portraits and considers his style to be
conceptual. In creating a piece, he
starts with the concept first, then
paints in a semi-realistic or impressionistic technique. He starts his
creations by thinking about what he
wants to say about the subject.
In addition to acrylics, Sean has
experimented with creating his
own stencils and using spray paint
to transfer a design onto canvas. He
has an interest in looking at, thinking about and doing art – largely
because is around a community
that supports it. His varied pieces
for the show are entitled “Trivial
Things.”
As a KHS recent graduate, Sean
is planning to move to Canada in
the fall and begin school as an international student at the University
of British Columbia, where he will
study biochemistry. And, it just so
happens that Sean is good friends
with one of Brian’s daughters. He
feels honored to have their art in the
same show.
The Kohala Artists’ Cooperative is located at 54-3676 Akoni Pule
Hwy., Kapa`au. The cooperative
is open 7 days a week from 12–5
p.m. The Summer Kick Oﬀ exhibit
will continue through the month of
June.
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Kohala Jodo Mission
Cancels Bon Dance

June 25, 2021

Weekly Events in JULY 2021
EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO HEALTH CONCERNS
DAY

START

END

EVENT

MON

7AM

8AM

9AM

Due to the continuing challenges
of the coronavirus, Kohala Jodo
Mission has cancelled O-bon activities, which would have been on Saturday, July 10. O-bon is an annual
Buddhist tradition of remembering
one’s ancestors. It is the most significant of Buddhist traditions.
We are sad to cancel this year’s
bon dance and Lantern Festival,
however, our primary concern is the

health and safety of our members,
families, friends, and our communities. We wish to thank everyone
for your continuing support and
understanding.
We pray for everyone’s good
health as the coronavirus continues
to challenge us all.
Please contact Joy Ohta at 310347-5379 or Glenn Gushiken at 808895-7539 if you have any questions.

989-0966

6pm

6:30pm

free rmd taiko classes

hisaoka gym

895-2025

Al-Anon meeting

Kohala
Mission School

895-2094

8AM

AA DAWN PATROL

BAPTIST CHURCH

889-5675

9AM

10AM

Tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer

Kamehameha Park

OUTSIDE GYM

5PM

6PM

MEDITATION COURSE

Intergenerational 917center
293-3427

5pm

6pm

Insanity Classes
with Ashlee Cheek

Solid Rock
North Church

989-0966

6pm

7pm

Women's Recovery Dharma meeting

zoom

464-4411

6pm

7pm

Table tennis/ping pong

Old Court House

889-1099

belly dancing

call for location

238-6111

Fire
Chief
Kazuo
Todd
announced that consumer fireworks may be purchased beginning
on Tuesday, June 29, and ending on
Sunday, July 4, at 8:00 p.m. at various retailers on the island. According to the retailers’ supplier, there
will be no paper firecrackers (which
require permits to purchase and
use) available for sale.
Big Island residents who have
firecrackers on hand and would
like to set them oﬀ during this time
may purchase a permit from the fire
department by calling 808-932-2911
to set up an appointment.

Permits are not required for
novelties and paperless firecrackers. Firecrackers (with a valid
permit) and consumer fireworks
are allowed to be set oﬀ during the
approved hours of 1:00 pm to 9:00
pm on July 4 only.
Please be advised that it is
unlawful to buy, sell, possess or
set oﬀ any Aerial Luminary Device
such as Sky Lanterns and Hawaiʻi
Lanterns. Any person in possession
of any Aerial Luminary Device,
who would like to dispose of it
with amnesty, can contact the Fire
Department at 932-2911.

THE
COQUI
CORNER
C
R
Help wanted - Help keep our Kohala nights quiet
Part time - $25 an hour
For information and details text 808-896-9226

Mahalo to the individuals that have visited our website and called
for support. Be a good neighbor. There are strategies and ideas
available to help you manage the noisy coqui around your homes
and in your neighborhoods.

Please visit the kohalacoquicoalition.org website
or leave a message at 889-1777.
Tax-deductible donations are gratefully accepted through
the, NKCRC, P. O. Box 519, Hawi Hawai’i, 96719
We work in cooperation with the State of Hawai’i
Department of Agriculture and the County of Hawaii.

7am

8am

AA DAWN PATROL

BAPTIST CHURCH

889-5675

12pm

3pm

Thrift shop

st augustine's

889-5390

2pm

4pm

open guided art studio

Artists' co-op

783-1158

2:30pm

4:30pm

Teens X2 Social 10-19 yrs

Artists' co-op

989-5995

KOHALA CARES FOOD DRIVE

HUB PARKING LOT

6pm

6:30pm

free rmd taiko classes

walker hall

895-2025

6PM

7:30PM

Seibukan Karate Academy

HISAOKA GYM

889-0404

Alcoholics Anonymous

Wylie Hall, ‘Iole Rd 889-6703

AA DAWN PATROL

BAPTIST CHURCH

889-5675

7PM

Hawaiʻi Fire Department Sets
Firework Guidelines For 4th Of July

7AM

8AM

9AM

10:15PM Healing Circle

Nani's Garden

805-452-9501

4pm

6pm

st augustine's

889-5390

FREE FRUIT SHARING MARKET

ST AUGUSTINE'S

889-1282

Insanity Classes with Ross Pagat

Solid Rock North Church

989-0966

Table tennis/ping pong

Old Court House

889-1099

4PM
5PM

6pm

6pm
FRI

Sun

thrift shop

7PM

8PM

Narcotics anonymous meeting

Wiley Hall on Iole

805-452-9501

7AM

8AM

AA DAWN PATROL

BAPTIST CHURCH

889-5675

Healing Circle for addicts,
ALCOHOLICS

Nani's Garden

805452-9501

9AM
SAT

889-5675

kohalaseniors@gmail.com
Solid Rock
North Church

4:30PM

THU

KAMEHAMEHA PARK

Senior Club @ CIVIC CENTER
Insanity Classes with Ross
Pagat

6:30pm
wed

AA DAWN PATROL

6PM

TUES 7AM

Reverend Wansa of the Kohala Jodo Mission stands with ancestral
memorial flags. O-bon activities focus on remembering one’s ancestors.

CONTACT

5PM

7PM

Credit: Kohala Jodo Mission

VENUE

7AM

8AM

AA DAWN PATROL

KAMEHAMEHA PARK

889-5675

8AM

12PM

FARMERS MARKET

THE HUB

313-338 -7090

7am

8am

aa dawn patrol

baptist church

889-5675

10AM

11AM

Seibukan Karate Academy

FARMERS MARKET

889-0404

10am

11am

West African Drumming class

Artists' Co-op

987-4243

11:30am 12:30pm West African Dance class
6PM

7:15PM

RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING

Rod’s Repair

Factory Authorized Appliance Service

•
•
•
•

Appliances and parts
Ice makers
Refrigeration
Locksmith service

Artists' Co-op

987-4243

KAVA CAFE

805-452-9501

Hair Spectrum
Family Salon

Service is Our Business
Aloa # 021349

Hinokawa Electric LLC
Serving All of Your Electrical Needs

•
•
•
•
•
•

Home stand-by generators
Generac generators
Sales and repairs
Alternate energy systems
New homes and renovations
Trouble calls
License C-16154

High Voltage Specialist

889-5613

rod@rodsrepair.com

Open: Tue - Fri 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9 - 3

889~5077
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KMS Students Create Art with Recycled Materials
A group of students in Ms. Mia Kolly’s Kohala Middle School art class created assorted art projects while at
home during virtual learning. She is proud of her students’ creativity and commented that “the aquarium fish are
made from recycled paper towel rolls, the tako was made with Hawaiian rock salt and watercolor, and we drew
`ohia from cut blossoms. Sunset silhouettes were inspired from our island and the mountain landscapes from
Kohala Mountain."

To Advertise In
The Kohala
Mountain
News
Call Tom
345 0706
Gospel of Salvation
Kohala
Kokoiki Road

Service: Sunday 9:00 AM

Adult Bible Study: Monday 7 PM

Prayer Meeting: Friday 7 PM
Pastor Ilima Moiha
www. gos-kohala.org

Kohala Baptist Church
Across from Makapala Retreat

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’
(Matthew 11:28)

Please join us Sundays for Bible study
at 9 AM in the chapel and
Worship at 10:30 AM outside
under the Royal Poinciana tree

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416
Follow us on

Kohala Baptist Church

Kalahikiola
Congregational Church

Service every Sunday Morning at 9:30
followed by pupus & fellowship

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30

See Art, Page 14

www.kalahikiolacongregationalchurch.com

Keiki Dental
Services
Available
Kohala Keiki Dental Oﬀice
53-3925 Akoni Pule Highway, Kapa’au,
Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
8:00 am – 5:00 pm

Call for an Appointment

808 889-6236 or 808 889-5453
Providing dental care for patients ages
1 to 20 years old with QUEST, Private
HDS and HMSA insurances. Uninsured
patients maybe eligible for a discount
based on your family size and income.

www.hamakua-health.org
Caring for Your ‘Ohana, Caring for You

Iole road off Akoni Pule Hwy. in
Kapa’au 1/4 mile past the statue

889-6703

Kohala SDA Church
WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

North Hawaii Hospice is
looking for volunteers to
help with our Bereavement
Program. The program
provides support for family
members, partners and
caregivers for 13 months
after the passing of a
loved one. Areas where
volunteer help is needed
include monthly mailings
and regular phone calls
to check in on the bereaved
to see how they are doing
and oﬀer support based
on the need.
This work can be done from
your home and on your own
time. Complete training
will be provided. The time
commitment is flexible
depending on your
availability and schedule.
For more information
and to volunteer please email
volunteer.manager
@northhawaiihospice.org
or call 885-7547

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM
Potluck-Fellowship
Lunch every Sabbath
55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI

(808)889-5646

Kohalasda.com

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM
July Sevice
Sunday, July 18

9:00 a.m., Keokea Graveyard Service
10:00 am, Kohala Hongwanji
Hatsubon Service
Please bring your own mask,
indoor service w/open windows

For more information call 798-2075.
Reverend Masanari Yamagishi

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
Kapa’au, North Kohala

Join our Sunday worship via
FB livestream at 9:00 AM
In-person worship with Holy Eucharist limited to
8 in the church with overflow in Walker Hall.
For more information: 889-5390

Thrift shop open: Wed: 12-3PM, Thur: 4-6PM

Face masks are required. Safe distancing.
Community Meal:

JUL 12 & 26 @ 4:30pm till pau
www.staugustineskohala.com

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Hawi, Hawai’i • The Welcoming Church

Masses: Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 7 a.m. • 9:30 am
Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Rev Elias Escanilla
Deacon Thomas Adams
Telephone 889-6436
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Kohala High School
Freshmen Kick-off Event

Source: Hawaii P-20

Thursday & Friday, July 29 & 30
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Kohala High School Gym
This is a great opportunity for the incoming freshmen
to meet our administrators, their teachers, and the
Career & Technology Education (CTE) Team.
Get a quick introduction to the CTE Pathways
we offer here at KHS: Natural Resource Food Systems,
Residential & Commercial Construction,
Entrepreneurship and Law Enforcement.
Not only will this event help your child make some connections
before school starts, but it will also help familiarize them with
our campus. We’ll be doing fun activities and hearing
from some awesome special guest speakers.
Be sure your child doesn’t miss out on this valuable time!
Water, snacks, refreshments, and lunch will be provided.
See you there!
See Art, Page 16

For more information on this event, contact
Cicely Isabel at 746-0482 or cisabel@kohalahs.com.

KOHALA MONTHLY CALENDAR JULY 2021
ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO CURRENT HEALTH CONCERNS
date
7/6
7/7
7/7
7/12
7/15
7/17
7/22
7/26
7/28
7/28

DAY
TUE
WED
WED
MON
THU
SAT
THU
MON
WED
wed

START
6:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM
9:00 AM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM
5:00 PM
4:00 PM

END

6:00 PM
11:00 AM
6:30 PM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM

EVENT
Hawaii Farmers Union United
KOHALA Community Access Group
NKAG MEETING
Community Meal - take out
Sacred Heart Food Basket
Free Grindz hot meal
Thrift Shop
Community Meal - take out
Parks, Water & Roads Group
Restorative Yoga Therapy class

DESCRIPTION
facebook.com/KohalaChapterHFUU
MEETING
At St. Augustine Episcopal Church
Kohala Baptist Church
EVERY WED & THU SEE WEEKLY CALENDAR
At St. Augustine Episcopal Church
Monthly meeting
With Carla Orellana - BY request

VENUE
The HUB
SENIOR CENTER
OLD COURTHOUSE
Walker Hall
Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Banyan Tree
Next to Walker Hall
Walker Hall
Old Courthouse
CALL FOR LOCATION

PHONE
kohala.hfuu@gmail.com
imuakohala@gmail.com
889-0404
889-5390
889-5115
889-5416
889-5390
889-5390
889-6238
238-6111

Email monthly calendar listings to: kohalacalendar@gmail.com
Kohala
Dental Center

Your health & safety
have always been our
top priorities.
● Safely providing all dental care
● Advanced infection controls
● Fully vaccinated staff
● Emergency appointments
● Welcoming new patients

889-6277
Call us today
to request an appointment

Doing our part to keep
Kohala healthy!
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OREO FAMILY
SIZE COOKIES
12.2-20 OZ

EES FOAM
PLATES
50 CT

V-8
VEG JUICE
46 OZ

CALIFORNIA
PIZZA KITCHEN
13-15”

AMANO
KAMABOKO
5.5 OZ

$5.79

$8.99

$2.66

2/$7

$1.99

$2.99

JIF PEANUT
BUTTER
16 OZ

FRANK FOODS
REDS
1 LB

NATURAL LITE
OR ICE
15’S

$3.89

$6.29

$11.29

$6.59

$2.79

$3.99

$3.99

“Always leave with a Smile”

June 25, 2021

$8.69

2/$11

$1.59

KOHALA
KIM CHEE
12 OZ

ROUND
YELLOW
ONIONS/LB

$4.19

$1.79

$2.99

$0.89

HOT DEALS FOR 6/30 - 7/13/21
OPEN
MON TO SAT 8AM - 7PM
SUNDAY 8AM - 1PM
KUPUNA HOURS: WED/FRI 8-9AM

