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Remnants of the sugar cane industry abound in Kohala, cemented both in physical form 
and longtime residents’ memories. What happened to the sugar industry? Why did it start in 
Kohala, and why did it stop? How did it help to create the colorful mosaic of cultures we fi nd 

in our community today? These questions, and many more, will be answered in our 
extended series, “The Rise and Fall of Sugar in Kohala.” 
Read the next of many illuminating installments inside!

Exclusive Series: “The Rise and Fall of Sugar in Kohala”

See Remodel, Page 2

See Swab, Page 2

Story and photo by Toni Withington
The County is being asked to 

support the re-zoning of land at the 
entrance to Hāwī that would allow 
for the semi-permanent operation 
of two food trucks. They would be 
located on a small parcel between 

Hāwī Re-zoning Request Sparks Opposition

the ‘Welcome to Historic Kohala’ 
sign and the North Kohala Wel-
come Center.

Kohala resident Dwayne Cra-
valho has applied to the Planning 
Department for a change of zone 
from Agricultural 20-acres to Com-

mercial Village 7,500 square feet. 
Cravalho bought the slim triangu-
lar piece of land via quitclaim deed 
from Surety Kohala Corporation 
in March 2016 and fenced it three 
years ago. The lot, which is on the 

A parcel at the intersection of Hoʻea Road and Akoni Pule Highway is the focus of a Re-zoning Request aiming 
to change it from Agricultural 20-acres to Commercial Village 7,500 square feet.

Story and photo by Gail 
Byrne Baber

Over 800 signatures 
have been collected in 
support of completing 
a conservation pur-
chase of Lamaloloa. 
This parcel is in the 
heart of a long stretch 
of coast that has been 
preserved by the com-
munity. This area has 
the most numerous 
intact, precontact cul-
tural and archeologi-
cal sites in the state. 
Funding is secured (full 
asking price) and work 
was well underway to 
purchase the land for 
public benefi t when 
the landowner pulled 
out to sell to a private 
party. The petition is on 
Change.org at https://
chng.it/2NMB6psVFx.

Support Grows to Preserve Lamaloloa

By Kai Gacayan
With the help of multiple fund-

ing sources, Hāmākua-Kohala 
Health is providing ongoing testing 
services at no cost to help meet the 
State and County employee man-
date. Our program is funded in 
part by the Pacifi c Alliance against 
COVID-19, National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) RADx-Up Program, 
and AHARO Community Health 
Centers. With the use of these very 
much needed funds, our COVID 
outreach team has been providing 
free testing to State and County 
employees in Honokaʻa, Waimea 
and Kohala and will soon be start-
ing in Laupāhoehoe. Pre-registered 
State and County employees are 
able to go to one of the follow-
ing locations on Wednesdays to 
get their free COVID Rapid Anti-
gen Nasal swab test: Kohala High 
School Gym on Wednesdays from 

Hāmākua-Kohala 
Health Provides 

Free COVID Rapid 
Antigen Nasal Swab 

Test for State and 
County Employees

By Kai Gacayan
Patient-Centered Medical Home 

(PCMH) repeat-awardee Hāmākua-
Kohala Health has received a gen-
erous grant of $561,644 by the 
American Recovery Act to remodel 
the former Kohala Club Hotel, the 
future location of the Kohala Health 
Center. The full-service health 
center will provide comprehensive 
primary and preventive healthcare. 
As we continue to grow the number 
of patients we serve, we are also out-
growing our current clinic location 
with the increased number of staff  
brought on to meet the needs of our 
patients. We are dedicated to the 
Kohala community and responding 

Hāmākua-Kohala 
Health Receives 

$561k For Remodel 
of Former Kohala 

Club Hotel Site
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Kohala Trade Center, Hawi
Next to Paradise Postal

Local Foods
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& More
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Sat & Sun 9-4

ORGANIC SMOOTHIES       808-937-4930

HEALTHY GRAB 'N GO FOOD

intersection of Akoni Pule Highway 
and Hoʻea Road, is 7,500 square 
feet. From tax records it appears 
to be a remnant in the curved old 
alignment of Hoʻea Road before the 
highway was improved.

His intended use of the lot is to 
install two food trucks, three picnic 
tables, two portable toilets (e.g., 
Porta Potti®) and create two paved 
parking stalls, according to the 
application.

The request has raised objections 
from neighbors and other Kohala 
businesses, even though it has yet 
to be scheduled for hearing before 
the Leeward Planning Commis-
sion. Insuffi  cient parking and traf-
fi c safety have been cited by several 
opposed to the rezoning. 

A strip of State-owned land lies 
between the land and Akoni Pule 
Highway. Cravalho earlier asked 
the State Department of Transporta-
tion to purchase the land, often used 
by police to surveil traffi  c, but the 
State refused and further declined 
to let it be used for customer park-
ing. 

Daryn Arai, Cravalho’s plan-
ner, met with representatives of 
the North Kohala Community 
Resource Center (NKCRC) online 
on September 20 to address the ten 
objections to the proposal which the 
organization had submitted to the 
County. The NKCRC maintains its 
offi  ce in a building on the Fukuda/
Kobayashi family land that adjoins 
the triangle.

Arai told the NKCRC and con-
fi rmed in a later document to the 
Planning Department that “all traf-
fi c associated with the proposed 
project will utilize Hoʻea Road and 
will not provide for direct access to 
the Akoni Pule Highway.”

Although the proposal map 
shows only two parking places 
accessed by a short driveway off  
Hoʻea Road, Arai told the County in 
a letter dated September 23 that “the 
Applicant will make every reason-
able attempt to provide adequate 
on-site parking as well as to remind 
customers to not park along Hoʻea 
Road or the Akoni Pule Highway.”

One testifi er summed up her 
concerns: “A traffi  c study defi nitely 
needs to be done before any dis-
cussion can be made.” Estimates 
of how many visits per day to the 
trucks ranged from 30 to 50 per day.

Two Hoʻea Road area residents 

complained to the County about 
traffi  c safety issues on the road 
caused by increased parking and 
including the need for sight visibil-
ity at the intersection. Complaints 
that Cravalho has not maintained 
the property responsibly were also 
made.

Arai said Cravalho would 
comply with the minimum parking 
requirements of the County Zoning 
Code. 

“If adequate parking, as deemed 
necessary by the County, cannot 
be accommodated on the property, 
then the Applicant will have no 
choice than to reduce the number 
of food trucks being contemplated. 
And given the concerns expressed, 
the Applicant is willing to start with 
a single food truck in order to gauge 
the eff ects of managing traffi  c to the 
subject property,” Arai wrote. 

Several testifi ers pointed to the 
cultural impact of locating the food 
trucks at the entrance to Kohala’s 
towns. Others questioned the ulti-
mate purpose of the zoning.

Joan Channon, who worked with 
the committee to create the welcom-
ing nature of the town entrance, 
said, “This is the ugliest and most 
dangerous idea I can imagine for 
the entry to our town. I have owned 
and operated Bamboo Restaurant 
in Hāwī for more than 28 years. I 
have no issue with there being more 
places to eat, but I have an extreme 
issue with this ridiculous proposal.

“What is his long-term plan for 
this tiny property? Once it is zoned 
commercial, what can he do? Add 
food trucks without parking? Build 
a structure? What are his plans?” 
she questioned.

In its letter of concerns, the 
NKCRC said: “We are concerned 
that this proposal will turn this lot 
into a commercial parcel, which will 
then be turned around and sold to 
another commercial business. 

“This proposal also brings busi-
ness further outside of Hāwī Town. 
We want to encourage commerce 
and build back our local economy 
in Hāwī and Kapaʻau by utiliz-
ing the vacant commercial spaces 
there. There are currently numer-
ous places to host food trucks, all of 
which have adequate parking,” the 
letter said.

The public may provide written 
testimony on the rezone applica-
tion titled REZ 21-000248 in writing 
to LPCtestimony@hawaiicounty.gov.

8 a.m.–9 a.m.; Thelma Parker Gym 
on Wednesdays from 1:00 p.m.–2:30 
p.m.; and Honokaʻa School Armory 
on Wednesdays from 3:30 p.m.– 
5:30 p.m. Testing can otherwise cost 
up to $190 per test, per person, per 
week, so we are very grateful to 
have these funding opportunities 
to provide this service at no cost to 
our State and County employees. 
For more information and to pre-
register, please contact Hāmākua-
Kohala Health COVID inquiry line 
at  (808) 930-2751. 

Hāmākua-Kohala Health con-
tinues to provide free COVID vacci-
nations each week to all community 
members, whether you have health 
insurance or not. We are now off er-
ing Moderna and Pfi zer vaccina-

tions at our Honokaʻa and Kapaʻau 
locations for those 12 years old and 
older. 

Dr. Irving Harper, Internist 
at HKH, states, “COVID-19 is a 
major concern for all of us. I have 
witnessed and treated the unfortu-
nate cost of this virus, including the 
loss of too many of our friends and 
family of all ages. We may have our 
diff erences, what family doesn’t? 
But we all agree we want the best 
for our ʻohana. We need to work 
together and fi ght this virus as a 
team.” 

To schedule your COVID vac-
cination appointment, call us at 
(808) 930-2751. For more informa-
tion, visit hamakua-health.org or 
call (808) 775-7204. Stay safe, stay 
informed and stay strong. 

to the demand for healthcare and 
behavioral health services. Our goal 
is to grow alongside the Kohala 
community while also providing 
new job opportunities.

“This is wonderful news! This 
award ensures the future home of 
the Kohala Health Center at the old 
Kohala Club Hotel site. The full-ser-
vice clinic will provide expanded 
access to doctors, dentistry, and cli-
nicians to address many healthcare 
needs, as well as increase job oppor-
tunities. This wonderful eff ort is 
long-awaited and much needed in 
Kohala. Congratulations to Irene 
Carpenter, CEO, and the hard-work-
ing folks at of Hāmākua-Kohala 
Health for this visionary achieve-
ment,” said Christine Richardson, 
Chair of the Kohala Site Capital 
Campaign, retired Executive Direc-
tor of North Kohala Community 
Resource Center, and current Senior 
Staff  Nurse at North Hawaii Hos-
pice. A heartfelt thank you goes to 

Councilman Tim Richards for his 
continued support as we expand 
our services and resources to serve 
the Kohala community better.

In addition, we here at 
Hāmākua-Kohala Health would 
like to congratulate Bay Clinic and 
West Hawaii Community Health 
Center on their merger as they con-
tinue to serve the East and West 
side of Hawaii Island. Hāmākua-
Kohala Health thrives as the sole 
Federally Qualifi ed Health Center 
in the North Hawaii area.

Hāmākua-Kohala Health 
reminds everyone that we are 
accepting new, insured, and non-
insured patients and provide 
enrollment assistance for health 
insurance. All medical and behav-
ioral health services continue to be 
open for in-person and telehealth 
visits. Free COVID vaccinations are 
available.

For more information, please 
call (808) 889-6236 or visit us online 
at hamakua-health.org. 

Remodel, continued from Page 1

NAKAHARA STORE

(808) 889-6449  | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm  Sun: 8am-3pm
Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree

Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts
HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP, & MAUI ONION SALSA
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By Toni Withington
Like many things these days, 

the plans to replace the condemned 
Māhukona Park Pavilion are 
moving slower. However Michelle 
Hiraishi, deputy director of the 
County Department of Parks and 
Recreation, this month assured a 
committee pushing for new park 
facilities that some aspects of the 
project are moving forward.

Planners for the department are 
looking into ideas for a proposed 
open platform that will sit on the 
current footprint of the pavilion 
once the old building is safely 
removed.

“They will be reaching out to 
the community for ideas, such as 
should it be on posts and piers 
or ground level,” Hiraishi said. 
“Another question is whether the 
platform will be temporary, or be 
part of the fi nal layout of the new 
park facilities.” Community meet-
ings will be held, when possible, 
to decide on that part of the plan. 
Because of sea level rise, the new 
pavilion is expected to be located 
mauka of the old.

She assured the committee of 
Noelani Rasmussen, Cheryl Rocha 
and Patty Ann Solomon that the 
$400,000 to pay for the demoli-
tion, the platform and planning 
of the new park facilities has been 
secured. The $4.2 million it will take 
to build the new facility and park-
ing is within the County’s budget-
ing process. 

Meanwhile, the engineering 

Māhukona Pavilion Replacement Moving Slowly

team is scoping out the details of 
the demolition of the pavilion and 
removal of toxins from the sur-
rounding soil and preparing a 
timeline for the work. That could 
take two to three months, Hiraishi 
said. The actual demolition would 

follow.
The parks department has kept 

its promise to meet monthly with 
the people interested in advancing 
the plans. A ceremony to thank and 
bless the pavilion before its demoli-
tion was scheduled for September 

Māhukona Beach Park is all but abandoned. The condemned pavilion is still not scheduled for removal.

11, but had to be called off  because 
of the pandemic rules for gather-
ings. 

The committee decided to sched-
ule a blessing with only ten people 
on site, but no date had been set as 
of the KMN deadline.

Lani Bowman, longtime Home Visitor with Tutu & Me Home Visiting Program, will be providing 
a new, free curriculum from the Partners in Development Foundation. 

The Naʻu Ke Kuleana is a cultural-based curriculum for caregivers with keiki from ages birth to fi ve. 
“I am so excited to be able to off er our FREE, amazing new curriculum, ‘Naʻu Ke Kuleana, 

The Privilege is Mine’ to families in our community,” says Bowman.
Interested caregivers are encouraged to visit https://pidf.org/ohana-support or 

contact Lani at 808-365-3157 or lbowman@pidfoundation.org for more information.

New Culturally Based Home Visiting Program 
Takes Off in Kohala
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Proudly serving North Kohala for over 13 years
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KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
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Story and photo by Toni Withington
Repaving a dangerous por-

tion of the Kohala Mountain Road, 
Highway 250, will start next year, 
thanks to the prodding of the Parks, 
Water, Roads Group.

The group, led by chairperson 
Andi Longpre, met with the district 
head of the State Highways Divi-
sion this month to move forward 
lingering problems of Kohala’s 
roads.

The Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT) had scheduled the 

Mountain Road Fix Will Come Sooner
fi xing of a section of Mountain Road 
for 2025. But now it looks like it will 
start in June 2022. District Engineer 
Harry Takiue, at the request of the 
group, has re-inspected the sec-
tion and determined that funding 
would be available to make the fi x. 

The most impaired section was 
initially listed as from mile marker 
(mm) 10 to 14, but a DOT crew 
inspection changed it to mm 9 to13. 
The group asked that the 13 to 14 
mm stretch be included.

Faye Yates asked if the DOT has 

By Toni Withington
Given all the excitement gener-

ated by a proposed subdivision of 
new lots on the Pololū Valley rim 
earlier this year, the silence around 
future plans is noticeable. Accord-
ing to County records, a surprise 
Consolidation and Resubdivision 
of land proposed by KP Hold-
ings (Surety Kohala Corporation), 
reported on in the September 
Kohala Mountain News, has not 
been fi nalized.

The July application for chang-
ing the boundaries of just two 
parcels – a request that seemed to 
replace the ten-lot subdivision – 
stalled in August by the County 
Planning Department, which 
pointed out the need for a Sur-
veyor’s Certifi cation and placing of 
markers in the ground. Approval 
of the boundary change is not 
expected to be contested.

The move by KP Holdings 
leaves up in the air the question of 
what has become of Surety’s prom-
ise to donate a fi ve-acre piece of 
land for a public parking and rest-
room site for visitors to the Pololū 
Valley Lookout. The location, 

Silence on the Pololū Valley Front
as represented to the State Land 
Board last December, was to have 
been carved out of one of the two 
parcels in the new Consolidation/
Resubdivision. County records also 
make no mention of the proposed 
donation of Surety’s 86 acres on the 
valley fl oor as part of the valley rim 
subdivision.

Questions posed to the Depart-
ment of Land and Natural Resources 
about the status of the land dona-
tions and communications with 
Surety Kohala were answered by 
press liaison AJ McWhorter, who 
reported the Offi  ce of Conserva-
tion and Coastal Lands (OCCL) 
“has no new updates” on the issue.  
The OCCL acts as staff  for the 
Land Board, which in December 
approved a Letter of Intent with KP 
Holdings and Surety Kohala to pro-
ceed with the land donations and 
valley rim subdivision.

Meanwhile the Protect Pololū 
Valley Petition on change.org had 
by October 8 garnered 875,145 sig-
natures calling on the Land Board, 
KP Holdings, Surety Kohala and the 
County Planning Department to pro-
tect the sacred nature of Pololū Valley.

plans to resurface the whole road to 
which Takiue said yes, perhaps in 
2025. He also said his crew would 
look at replacing the Caution Wind-
ing Road sign at the 19 mm and 
cleaning or replacing the directional 
sign at the top of Hāwī Hill Road.

The Parks, Water, Roads Group, 
which meets monthly to implement 
the strategies of the North Kohala 
Community Development Plan, 
also extracted other improvements 
from the DOT at the meeting.

In other re-paving issues, John 
Winter asked about the section 
of Akoni Pule Highway (Rt. 270) 
between Kapaʻau town and Pololū 
Valley which had been scheduled 
to be completed by now but has 
not been started. Takiue said the 
section from mm 17 to 21 would be 
addressed in February 2023 and the 
section beyond mm 24 in 2024.

A longstanding issue, brought 
up again, is the confusion regarding 
the Yield signs on the three one-lane 
bridges between Halawa to Pololū. 
For consistency, the group has sug-
gested the traffi  c yield in the same 
direction on all bridges, thus driv-

ers heading toward Pololū would 
yield to traffi  c on the bridges, and 
town-bound traffi  c would have the 
right of way. DOT’s research sug-
gests that people are more likely to 
obey Yield signs if they all point the 
same way. For consistency, the 
Walaohia Gulch sign should be 
switched to the other side of the 
bridge. Like his predecessor, Takiue 
said he would made the change.

Another sign issue is the missing 
45 MPH sign on Akoni Pule High-
way by the Old Coast Guard Road 
(mile 19). The Reduced Speed sign 
remains standing, but the subse-
quent 45 MPH sign is gone, so some 
drivers continue at 55 MPH. The 
lost sign will be replaced, Takiue 
said.

Finally the group asked Takiue 
when the squiggly temporary 
median lines on Hāwī Hill Road 
would be replaced. The section 
between Mountain Road and Akoni 
Highway was repaved several years 
ago, but the permanent lines and 
refl ectors have yet to be installed. 
Takiue said this will be done either 
in January or February 2022. 

Kohala Mountain Road is in need of attention from the Division of 
Highways. Repaving and new signs have been advanced.
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Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas 
speaks for North Kohala as a 

member of the Hawaiʻi State House 
of Representatives.

See HI Rep, Page 6

By Eila Algood
Humanity is in the midst of a tumultuous and transformative shift in consciousness. It’s not the fi rst time.
Many years ago, in Nazi Germany, my maternal German ancestors were silent or active in the persecution 
of my paternal Jewish ancestors. Their behavior resulted in the painful deaths of millions of people. 
Today I see my vaccinated siblings being silent or active in the persecution of my non-vaccinated siblings.
Any time one group of people are vilifi ed in our community, in society, regardless of the reason or 
justifi cation, it’s a call to action. 
Let’s take a stand. When someone says, “Those people are stupid,” let’s be curious and ask questions such 
as, “How did you decide that?” or “Can you explain what you mean?” When someone makes a derogatory
 comment about another person or group of people, rather than ignoring, laughing or being silent, let’s call it 
out with kindness, asking them to stop. Although not the easiest road, it can awaken someone to their hurtful
 behavior. Let’s put out a hand to our fellow humans with love in our hearts so we can all rise in our evolution. 

Be Brave

By Raymond Pajek
Social practices on dog owner-

ship have shifted tremendously 
in many communities across the 
world. Unfortunately, pockets of 
outdated notions are persistently 
found here in North Kohala. 

Elsewhere, dogs that are 
improperly cared for, left loose and 
untrained are met with strong com-
munity disapproval and removal 
by authorities. 

There is a vast amount of avail-
able information online about 

Dog Ownership: Training the Right Breed for Your Family
choosing a dog that is the right pet 
for your family and home. Diff er-
ent dogs have vastly diff erent tem-
peraments and need for exercise. 
But one thing is common across all 
breeds of dogs: they all need proper 
training! This requires patience and 
perseverance. 

A well-trained dog knows what 
acceptable behavior is and what 
is expected of them, for example, 
when being deployed for hunt-
ing. And all hunting dogs should 
be well cared for, and exercised 

and fed properly. Whether a dog 
is a companion, a guard for home 
and children, or primarily used for 
hunting, proper training is critical. 

We need to rapidly improve 
our community’s collective expec-
tations for proper dog ownership. 
The best way to do this is through 
education and awareness. 

With dog ownership come 
responsibilities to both the animal 
and the community. Let’s all do 
our part in making this community 
safer and better for all of us!

Aloha. As our community con-
tinues to struggle with the eff ects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the State 
Legislature has been working to 
provide input and oversight on the 
executive branch’s eff orts to pro-
vide public health services, such as 
vaccinations and testing, as well as 
the restrictions the Governor places 
on residents and businesses to pre-
vent the spread of the virus.

In September, the House Com-
mittee on Pandemic and Disaster 
Preparedness heard an update from 
the State Department of Health 
on critical functions during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including 
hospital capacity, medical staffi  ng, 
COVID-19 testing, vaccinations and 
the state’s supply of medical-grade 
oxygen. 

In October, the House Select 
Committee on COVID-19 Economic 

and Financial Preparedness heard 
updates on our economy from the 
University of Hawai’i Economic 
Research Organization (UHERO) 
on hospital capacity status from 
the leaders of the State’s major 
health care organizations, and 
from the Department of Health on 
the status and trends of COVID-19 
infection rates and vaccinations. 
These meetings are always very 
informative and are available to the 
public on the Legislature’s website. 
Also last month, the House Edu-
cation Committee convened for 
a hearing with the State Depart-
ment of Education (DOE) for an 
update on public schools, includ-
ing COVID-19 safety and testing 
and bus route changes. School bus 
service has been reduced this year 
due to a signifi cant shortage of bus 
drivers statewide. The DOE is trying 
to address this issue with their bus 
service contractors, but the shortage 
continues to cause serious diffi  cul-
ties for families in our community.

SMART Health Card option for 
documenting vaccination

Governor Ige recently 
announced the launch of a SMART 
Health Card system, which is an 
optional way for individuals who 
have received their COVID-19 vac-
cination to confi rm their vaccina-
tion status at businesses and venues 
where vaccination is required. 
Through the Hawaiʻi Safe Travels 
online portal, vaccinated individu-
als can submit their vaccination 
details and a photo of their vac-
cination card, which will be vali-
dated against the State vaccine 
registry. You’ll then receive a veri-
fi cation QR code. Businesses and 
establishments can use a SMART 
Health Card app to verify patrons’ 
vaccination status based on their 

QR code. If you would like to use 
this optional program, you can set 
up your account online at travel.
hawaii.gov.

This month, dial 808 to make 
all local calls

The Federal Communications 
Commission has adopted “988” as 
the three-digit number for nation-
wide access to the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline, eff ective July 
2022. To make this change, all tele-
phone service providers will imple-
ment mandatory 10-digit local 
dialing. Beginning October 24, 2021, 
all calls - including local calls - must 
include the area code in order to be 
connected. Call rates and services 
will remain the same regardless of 
the number of digits dialed, and the 
3-digit numbers currently available 
(such as 211 and 911) can still be 
reached by 3-digit code.

Free eviction mediation pro-
gram underway

The State eviction moratorium 
ended on August 6, triggering the 
launch of Act 57, passed by the 
State Legislature during the 2021 
session. Under Act 57, tenants who 
are behind on rent must be off ered 
the opportunity to mediate before 
a landlord can fi le for their evic-
tion. Mediation is a safe, private 
and neutral setting for landlords 
and tenants to discuss how to move 
forward for mutual benefi t. To 
learn more, please contact the West 
Hawaiʻi Mediation Center at (808) 
664-0991, ksims@whmediation.org, 
or www.whmediation.org/our-ser-
vices/landlord-tenant. 

Low-income renters on Hawaiʻi 
Island can apply for Hawaiʻi 
County rent and utility relief funds 
online (sites.google.com/view/
hawaiicountyerap/home) or by 

October Contributors
Maile Akamu, Eila Algood, Gail 
Byrne Baber, Big Island Sub-
stance Abuse Council, Trisha 

Coito, Silia Emiliano, Kai Gacayan, 
Karolina Garrett, Hāmākua-Kohala 

Health, Kohala High School, 
Kohala Sugar Company, Kohala 

Village HUB, Kathy Matsuda, 
Tom Morse, Andy Nato, Raymond 
Pajek, Partners in Development, 

Tim Richards, John Sakai, St. 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church, 

Surety Kohala Corporation, 
David Tarnas, Jack Tottle, Kris-
tina Varjan, Rikko Varjan, Diann 

Wilson, Toni Withington

November Deadlines
Ads and News: 11/12/21

Calendar: 11/19/21
Distribution: 11/26/21

December Deadlines
Ads and News: 12/10/21

Calendar: 12/17/21
Distribution: 12/27/21
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County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Tim Richards

Photo courtesy of Tim Richards 
Councilmember Tim Richards 

represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai’i County Council District 9.

HI Rep continued from Page 5 

See CC Update , Page 7

Meaning Behind the Name:
GrowFAAST is Fish Amino Acid Spirulina Tonic.

Fish Amino Acid, or FAA is derived from a Natural Farming Recipe
where fish is fermented with a sugar source for at least 3 months.

Creating a biologically available food source for plants!
GrowFAAST Liquid Plant Food is made from 4 key ingredients:

Fish Scraps from Big Island, Spirulina Powder from Kona, Brown
Sugar and EM or Effective Microorganisms

(These are naturally occurring organisms that increase the microbial diversity of
the soil ecosystem.)

Why This Product is Special:
GrowFAAST is derived from local ingredients and it’s alive! The

bio-availability is what makes this product unique. When applying
GrowFAAST to your garden you are introducing millions of

beneficial microbes that work to break down organic matter into
nutrients your plants can readily uptake. The Fish Amino Acid

alone is loaded with Nitrogen, Calcium, Iron and more, but when
we add the Spirulina it really turns into a complete plant food.
Spirulina contains healthy amounts of magnesium, potassium,
manganese, and small amounts of almost every single nutrient

plants need to thrive!

ontact us: (808) 889-6808
Info@dragonheartfarm.com
www.dragonheartfarm.com

@thedragonheartfarm

Dragon Heart Farm
Our Featured

Product
GrowFAAST

NEWDiscounted Bulk Prices Available
$35.00/ Gallon BYOB

$150.00/ 5 Gallons BYOB & $1.375.00/ 55 Gallons BYOB

NEW
Discounted
Bulk Rates!!

Now Open 
in The Nanbu Building, Kapa'au

Jana Kaholoa'a
REALTOR® Broker | RB-21500

808.895.1045
Jana@BetterIslandLifestyle.com

Donald F Watson
REALTOR® Broker | RB-18770

808.987.0574
Don@BetterIslandlifestyle.com

Long time Kohala 
Residents working 
for our community

ISLAND
LIFESTYLE

Independently owned and operated

calling HOPE Services Hawaiʻi at 
808-935-3050. 

Native Hawaiians impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic can apply 
for funds through the Council for 
Native Hawaiian Advancement 
and Department of Hawaiian Home 
Lands; please learn more online at 
www.hawaiiancouncil.org/help, or 
by calling 808-596-8155.

Small businesses, nonprof-
its and agricultural businesses: 
expanded COVID-19 assistance 
funds

The U.S. Small Business Admin-
istration (SBA) has announced 
changes to the COVID Economic 
Injury Disaster Loan Program to 
further support small businesses 
which continue to be challenged 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Small 
businesses, nonprofi ts and agricul-
tural businesses can visit sba.gov/
eidl to learn more.

Rat Lungworm Disease aware-

ness and research fi ndings
Rat Lungworm Disease is a 

parasitic disease that is a risk for 
humans in Hawaiʻi. As you know, 
Kohala Middle School students 
were able to document the pres-
ence of rat lungworm in our North 
Kohala area. To help the community 
understand this serious issue, the 
University of Hawaiʻi at Hilo has 
compiled extensive research and 
resources regarding Rat Lungworm 
Disease and its prevention. Please 
go to their website for information 
and educational resources, includ-
ing videos and lesson plans, about 
this important issue: pharmacy.
uhh.hawaii.edu/rat-lungworm-
overview.

Mahalo for allowing me to serve 
as your State Representative. Please 
sign up for my e-newsletter at bitly.
com/reptarnas-signup and contact 
me at reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov 
or 808-586-8510 with any questions 
or advice. Aloha!

Rethinking our future
I have long been an advocate 

for agriculture in our community. 
Taro, banana, avocado, tomatoes, 
cucumber, fl owers, cattle, pork, 
etc. – it really doesn’t matter what 
agriculture products we grow as 
long we combine the land, water, 
and sunshine resources and grow 
something. But for me, it does not 
stop there. For our community to 
be food self-reliant, thus resilient, 

we also must value-add. This is 
the “economy of agriculture” that 
I constantly refer to. We currently 
raise an agricultural commodity 
but often take it elsewhere for fur-
ther “manufacturing or process-
ing” that adds value. We need to 
keep this at home and add value 
by pre-cooking or making a desired 
product (poi, ulu chips, bacon, pre-
cooked roast, etc.). This boosts our 
productivity by creating additional 

jobs and keeping those dollars in 
our own economy. That in turn 
increases our food security while 
developing other income-generat-
ing opportunities for our people. 

“Manufacturing” is something 
else that we need to embrace. Basalt 
tiles is a potential example. (Basalt 
is our island’s lava rock.) As was 
pointed out by a constituent, the 
rock here could be cut into paving 
tiles and processed for other home 
construction uses. There is an insu-
lation used in building construc-
tion called “rock wool” that many 
consider better than the usual 
fi berglass, as it is far less prone to 
retain moisture and does not mold 
or mildew. This in part is also from 
basalt heated to a very high tem-
perature and drawn into fi bers 
(as I understand it, almost like the 
manufacturing of cotton candy). 
Though this is energy intensive; 
however, with our renewable 
energy resource portfolio of wind, 
photovoltaic, hydroelectric, and 
geothermal, I believe it is very pos-
sible. This would create both tech-
nical and manufacturing jobs in 
the energy industry while being 
very “green” to our environment. 
This would increase our economy 
while giving a path forward for our 
young people. 

To further expand on this, grow-
ing the local economy through 
manufacturing adds value, jobs 
and a future for the next genera-

tion. The question is “What?” We 
have touched on Agriculture (food 
security and jobs), Energy (envi-
ronmentally friendly and jobs) and 
Manufacturing (value added to 
our rock (basalt). Expanding a little 
on energy production: with the 
renewable portfolio, what about 
“harvesting” hydrogen? Again, we 
have the renewable resources that 
could supply the energy to split 
the water molecule into hydrogen 
and oxygen. The oxygen could be 
refi ned into medical grade, while 

Meaning Behind the Name:
GrowFAAST is Fish Amino Acid Spirulina Tonic.

Fish Amino Acid, or FAA is derived from a Natural Farming ecipe
where  fish is fermented with a sugar source for at least 3 

months reating a biologically available food source for plants!
GrowFAAST Liquid Plant Food is made from 4 key ingredients: ish 

craps from Big Island, pirulina owder from Kona, rown ugar 
and EM  or ffective icroorganisms

(These are naturally occurring organisms that increase the microbial diversity of
the soil ecosystem.)

Why This Product is Special:
GrowFAAST is derived from local ingredients and it’s alive! The

bio-availability is what makes this product unique. When applying
GrowFAAST to your garden  you are introducing millions of

beneficial microbes that work to break down organic matter into
nutrients your plants can readily uptake. The Fish Amino Acid

alone is loaded with itrogen, alcium, ron and more, but when
we add the pirulina it really turns into a complete plant food.

Spirulina contains healthy amounts of magnesium, potassium,
manganese, and small amounts of almost every single nutrient

plants need to thrive!



Page 7The Kohala Mountain NewsOctober 22, 2021

 New Location
For appointments call: 808 498-4018

Open 12-5, Monday - Friday

• Full Medicinary
   (Physician-grade supplements)

• Herbal Medicine

• Homeopathy
• Hyperbaric Therapy
• Hydrotherapy

• IV Medicine
• Ozone
• Ultrasound

Naturopathic Physician
Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

the hydrogen could be used as a 
gas in and of itself, or as an energy 
source in a fuel-cell for transporta-
tion. Done correctly, we could even 
strive to become a net exporter of 
hydrogen to the state and Pacifi c 
Rim. Again, an industry for our 
county that addresses environ-
mental concerns and addresses our 
energy needs while developing an 
energy economy that supplies jobs. 

Another form of “manufactur-
ing” could be the recycling of plas-
tics into fence posts. Currently we 
do not have much in the way of plas-
tic recycling as for numerous rea-

sons the recyclers, primarily China, 
are no longer taking our plastics. 
Changing our approach – or, using 
the trendy term, “pivoting“ – what 
if we reformed plastics, of almost 
any type, into fence post material? 
We could accomplish two things: 
1) start addressing the plastic prob-
lem in our county and 2) develop a 
product for our agriculture/ranch-
ing community. New Zealand has 
already pioneered this with suc-
cess. Further, if we expanded it, we 
could even potentially export to the 
rest of the state. Again, this would 
be energy-intensive but, getting 
back to our renewable energy port-

folio, seeking the synergy between 
the diff erent enterprises could 
answer a great number of concerns. 
To push the concept and thinking 
even further outside the box, if this 
were to work well, could we go fur-
ther and even harvest the plastics 
fl oating out in the Great Pacifi c Gar-
bage Patch? Our county could “har-
vest” the plastics, reform them, and 
develop a marketable commodity 
that starts addressing one of the 
great environmental problems of 
our world. 

Obviously, this all will take a 
shift in policy as well as paradigms, 
but unless we are willing to take a 

step forward, we will be stuck in 
our old ways of doing things. As 
the pandemic has shown us, we 
cannot solely depend on tourism to 
be our economic driver. Agriculture 
has always been a key. Add it to the 
nexus with water and energy, the 
opportunities can be far reaching. I 
invite creative thoughts and ideas 
on this very topic on moving our 
island’s economy forward through 
innovative opportunities involving 
agriculture, water, and energy in 
seeking solutions for our future.

As always, it continues to be 
a great privilege to serve as your 
Councilman. Please stay safe. 

CC Update continued from Page 6

Story and photo by Diann Wilson
The Kohala Artists’ Cooperative 

caught a breath of fresh air with the 
opening of “Ward of Pololū.” The 
show featured works by ShivaRam 
Wolfgang Thom and was kicked off  
with an opening reception in the 
Coop garden on September 25.

Born in Munich, Shiva studied 
and lived as an artist in Paris. He 
then had a successful fl oral event 
design company in Manhattan and 
moved to Hawaii in 2019.He fell in 
love with Pololū, which is one of his 
favorite places on earth, and imme-

What’s New at Artists’ Cooperative

diately settled in Kapaʻau.
The opening reception began 

with sunset music and chanting 
provided by Mahina Lee. Shiva then 
began the evening by welcoming 
everyone to his show of his multi-
media work infused with his belief 
that there is no separation between 
us and nature. His deep spirituality 
and lifelong passion for ancestral 
wisdom expresses itself in carefully 
crafted rune stones, intricate water-
colors inspired by crop circles. It 
culminates in four oversized kapa 
pieces, which collected in Tonga in 

the eighties, on which he painted 
crop circles. These circles appeared 
in 2021 in England. 

The collection of various works 
celebrated the beauty he sees in 
nature and recognizes the inter-
connectedness between nature and 
human beings. The exhibit was on 
display until October 22. Shiva is 
in the process of joining the Artists’ 
Cooperative, which means that his 
work will continue to be available 
for sale in the shop.

November brings yet another 
show – one with a totally diff er-
ent twist. Jill Backus and Melisa 
Hicks are premiering a collabora-
tive display called “The Magical 
Menageries.” The show begins with 
an opening reception on Friday, 
November 5.

Jill comes to us via Alaska. 

Having earned a BFA in ceramics 
and sculpture from the University 
of Alaska Fairbanks, her life took a 
turn when she had kids and then 
became a nurse. Once she retired, 
she moved to property that her 
father had owned in Makapāla and 
returned to her artistic pursuits. She 
has been creating her ceramic pieces 
for the past fi ve years.

Jill had previously shown her 
work at arts and crafts markets but 
joined the Artists’ Cooperative in 
2018 and has been displaying her 
work there ever since. She primarily 
sells fi gurative sculpture and func-
tional pieces such as teapots and 
mugs in the Coop. More informa-
tion about her work can be found at 
down2earthstudio.com.

Melisa Hicks came to Kohala 

Magical Menagerie
A Collection of  Fantastical Creatures 

The Kohala Artists’ Cooperative invites you to a 
First Friday Art Show Opening 

Friday, November 5, 5-7pm 

Ceramic Wall Pieces  
Melisa Hicks and Jill Backus 

Nov 5-24 

Kohala Artists’ Cooperative

54-3676 Akoni Pule Hwy


Kapaau


Following COVID Protocols 

See Art, Page 8

The Artists’ Coop features artistic works on its exterior as well as interior.
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Keiki Dental 
Services 
Available

Kohala Keiki Dental Off ice
53-3925 Akoni Pule Highway, Kapa’au,
Hours: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

8:00 am – 5:00 pm

Call for an Appointment
808 889-6236 or 808 889-5453

Providing dental care for patients ages 
1 to 20 years old with QUEST, Private 
HDS and HMSA insurances. Uninsured 
patients maybe eligible for a discount 
based on your family size and income.

www.hamakua-health.org
Caring for Your ‘Ohana, Caring for You

Art continued from Page 7

Appointments are required
Register 1st @ preventcovidhi.com 

& alohaclear.com

Call 889- 6161
for an appointment

•ACCULA TEST•ANTIGEN TEST
Results in one Hour

APPOINTMENTS
MON - FRI  
9 AM - 11AM & 
2PM - 4PM

FREE RAPID
COVID TEST 
@ KAMEHAMEHA PHARMACY

T

four years ago, wanting a less-busy 
life than she was experiencing in 
Southern California. Her plan was 
to move here and retire, but instead 
she took over a veterinary practice 
in Kapaʻau, where she has been 
working for four years. 

While her educational back-
ground is not in art, she has been 
creating ceramic pieces for 25 years 
– mainly hand building and slip 
casting with molds. Her interest 
started in California after she took 
a class and learned to fi re raku. Art 
then became a hobby and a second 
profession for her.

Melisa has been involved with 
the Artists’ Cooperative most of 
the time she has been in North 
Kohala. As a snorkeler and scuba 
diver, most of her pieces are ocean 
art, though she does still work with 
raku.

Melisa and Jill met at the Coop 
and feel their work is complimen-
tary. This is their fi rst show together 
and it is unique in that they are 
creating collaborative pieces. The 
whimsical work will consist of four 
amphibious creations that combine 
Melisa’s sea creatures and Jill’s land 
creatures. The Magical Menageries 
opens with a reception from 5 to 7 
p.m. on November 5 and runs until 
November 26.

The public is invited to attend 
the reception or to stop by the Coop 
any day from noon to 5 p.m. to 
view their creations, as well as other 
pieces for sale by local artists. All 
COVID protocols with be followed.

By Jack Tottle
A new musical instrument is 

gaining in popularity nationally 
and internationally. It’s called the 
bass ukulele, or U-bass, and its ori-
gins are both in here Kohala and 
elsewhere on the Big Island. 

This ukulele-sized instrument 
uses diff erent strings from the 
ukulele and incorporates a bass 
amplifi er to produce a resonant, 
acoustic-bass-like sound. Our 
Kohala neighbors have played a 
role. 

Respected luthier and musi-
cian David Gomes designed and 
created what is likely the fi rst one. 
Former adaptive optics technician 
at Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope 
Kim Sweeny underwrote the cost, 
and Chris Wej, bass player with 
the Kohala-based band Bluegrass 
Jack—which also includes guitar-
ist Anne Pontius, as well as this 
writer—may well be the fi rst musi-
cian in America to have adapted 
this instrument to bluegrass music.

Ours is a small state, 40th in 
population out of the 50 U.S. states, 
which represents less than one half 
of one percent of the nation’s total. 
Yet as the birthplace of both the 
ukulele and steel guitar, Hawaii’s 
infl uence is disproportionately 
large in the world of music, not only 
in country and bluegrass but well 
beyond. 

Musical Innovation in Kohala—
The Bass Ukulele or U-bass

Many of us who love our mag-
nifi cent home have been glad to see 
worldwide recognition of great art-
ists like Israel Kamakawiwoʻole (aka 
Brudda Iz). 

Folks like our neighbors John 
Keawe, the late Kindy Sproat, and 
the Lim Family are just a few of the 
other wonderful musicians who 
have introduced Hawaiian music 
to locales where it is not so well 
known. 

It has been my privilege to 
play with Kohala musician friends 
like Clem Lam (noted artist and 
architect), Geno Amar (of the excel-
lent duo Nino and Geno and admin-
istrator of Kohala Hospital), the 
wonderful musical and hula duo 
of Matthew and Roselyn Kupukaʻa, 
talented singer/songwriters Keoki 
Carter and Yvonne Yarber Carter, 
and David Gomes for events orga-
nized by my wife Lin at our home 
and elsewhere. 

Country music is quite popular 
here, as a walk near the Waimea 
KTA will confi rm by the choice 
of music played over the outdoor 
sound system. 

When Lin’s fellow nurses at 
Kohala Hospital learned that while 
at East Tennessee State University I 
had founded the fi rst comprehensive 
program of Bluegrass and Coun-
try Music, they were interested. 
When they found out that among 

the thousands of students I had 
taught to play bluegrass and coun-
try music was their favorite country 
superstar, Kenny Chesney—then at 
the height of his fame—some were 
overcome with excitement. “You 
have to get your husband to intro-
duce me to Kenny!” exclaimed one. 
“I want to marry him!” proclaimed 
others. 

Most of the Hawaiian musicians 
I’ve met here are familiar with blue-
grass and country music. This is not 
surprising. 

The Hawaiian steel guitar, pio-
neered by Oahu’s Joseph Kekuku at 
the turn of the twentieth century, 
has served as the basis for instru-
ments widely played in country 
and bluegrass, as well as popular 
music, for more than a century. 

The Father of American Country 
Music—Mississippian Jimmie Rod-
gers, who fi rst recorded in 1927—
set the tone for future artists by 
featuring steel guitar on his record-
ings, frequently played by native 
Hawaiians. 

On occasion, Rodgers himself 
played the ukulele. 

The earlier-mentioned brilliant 
singer, songwriter and guitarist, 
John Keawe, was generous in his 
praise of my album, The Bluegrass 
Sound, after hearing it over our 
community radio station KNKR 

See U-bass, Page 9
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To Advertise In 
The Kohala 

Mountain 
News 

Call Tom 
345 0706

Holly Algood, PB  
RB 22414
808-557-0354 cell
holly@algoodhi.com

www.algoodhi.com

Just Listed                55-186 Hoea Road, Hawi                 
Magnifi cent Almost Oceanfront  Mango Farm
$1,100,000         MLS 655087           TMK 3-5-5-8-10-1
6.05 Acres cross the street from the ocean with hundreds of 

fruit trees.  This property has endless possibilities.  
It boasts 50 varieties of mango trees and a dozen varieties of 
Dragonfruit.  The orchards and many varieties of fruit trees 

and cactus were planted by a permaculture expert, 
horticulturist and nurseryman. 

Co-listed Holly Algood and Erin Pajimola

Erin Pajimola,
RS 80383
808-557-3084 
cell

55-3410 Akoni Pule Hwy,
Building 3, Hawi, HI 96719Temple of Spiritual 

Healing & Education

Sundays, 10:30-11:45
Interdenominational 

Worship

Spiritualist 
    Foundation   .

. 
Kohala Artist’s Coop: 

54-3676 Akoni Pule Hwy

Reverend Lee 
808-989-5995

96.1 FM out of Hāwī. Bass player 
Geno Amar was pleasantly sur-
prised at the similarities between 
bluegrass and Hawaiian music 
when he skillfully fi lled in with 
Bluegrass Jack.

It seems clear that music, the 
universal language, continues to 
spread Aloha across thousands 
of miles to help show all of us—
regardless of our widely diff ering 
backgrounds—how much we have 
in common. 

Jack Tottle is Professor Emeritus 

Photo by Jack Tottle
David Gomes designed and created what is likely the fi rst bass ukulele, 

or U-bass.

at East Tennessee State University. 
The preceding was taken from his 
article “Tradition and Innovation: 
Covering All the Basses, Or At 
Least Some of Them,” which origi-
nally appeared in the September 
2021 issue of Bluegrass Unlimited, 
the oldest (since 1966) and most 
widely read magazine on the sub-
ject. Readers interested in reading 
the full text to learn more about 
Hawaiian connections to bluegrass 
are encouraged to contact Jack Tottle 
at tottle@etsu.edu for a digital copy. 

U-bass continued from Page 8

By Kathy Matsuda
On October 1, Kohala Village 

HUB hosted an Aloha Friday drive-
thru for a well-deserved “night 

out” and to spread the word that 
Big Island Substance Abuse Council 
(BISAC) is in North Kohala for drug 
and alcohol recovery services. 

North Kohala COVID Busters 
volunteers partnered with Hawaiʻi 
County Public Health and distrib-
uted masks, sanitizers and health 
information on the proper way to 
wear a mask. Pomaikaʻi Cafe took 
pre-orders on a special dinner and 
dessert menu. 

Tea O’clock made creative 
boba tea combinations. Partners In 
Development Foundation distrib-
uted information on their Tūtū & 
Me Program to support mothers 
with infants and toddlers. Don’t 
miss out on our next Kohala Aloha 
Friday Night Out on November 5 
from 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. If you’re 
interested in learning more or 
becoming a COVID Buster, contact 
Kathy at Kohala Village HUB at 
889-0404 ext. 104. 

Kohala Aloha Friday Night Out

Photos Courtesy of Kohala Village HUB
Joel Tan and Kathy Matsuda are 
chairpersons of the Kohala Aloha 

Friday Night Out.

(Left to right) Leaders Kathy Matsuda (Kohala Village HUB), Dr. Hannah 
Preston-Pita (Big Island Substance Abuse Council) and Deacon Lani 

Bowman (Partners In Development Foundation) take a break from 
business for a quick shaka.
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See Sugar, Page 11

THE RISE AND FALL OF SUGAR IN KOHALA
A One Hundred-and-Twelve Year History

1863 1975
             By Tom Morse

Dr. Douglas White is now seeing 
patients at Kohala Physical Therapy. 

He specializes in Orthopedic conditions and 
Diagnostic Musculoskeletal Ultrasound Imaging. 

We accept most insurance plans.
When Experience Matters. We Have You Covered

Former Location of Sushi Rock, Hawi
KohalaPhysicalTherapy.com

808.796.3221

KOHALA 
PHYSICAL 
THERAPY

 PART THIRTEEN

MILL MERGERS, AND LIFE AT THE CONSOLIDATED 
HALAULA MILL

In 1935, the Kohala mill hired J. Scott B. Pratt from the McBryde Sugar 
Company on Kauai to manage its operations. He closed the mills at Niuliʻi 
and Hoʻea. By 1937, all of the plantations in Kohala had merged into the 
Kohala Sugar Company. All milling was done at Halaula. He also formed 
the Hawaii Rifl es in 1942 for homeland defense of Kohala during World 
War II.

Pratt envisioned a grand design for the small community surrounding 
the mill. Located in the center of what is still Lighthouse Road, the mill 
area included 163 houses, a barber shop, the Kohala Theater, four stores, a 
fountain (restaurant) – Kohala Soda Works – a post offi  ce, a ball fi eld, two 
churches (Catholic and Mormon), a shooting range, a Japanese school, a 
tennis court, two reservoirs, a taro patch, a swimming pool and a cemetery.

The mill area also included multiple casinos, which were gambling sites 
for rooster fi ghts and dice games. On weekends, people came from as far 
away as Hilo to gamble. The houses, owned and maintained by the sugar 
company, were rented to mill workers. All of these houses were moved to 
other Kohala locations from 1959 to 1961, when the workers were allowed 
to buy them at appraised value and move them to lots provided by the 

KOHALA POPULATION
In thousands

Credit: Tom Morse

Source: Kohala Sugar Company
Halaula mill in 1912. 

Source: Kohala Sugar Company
The completely rebuilt and enlarged Kohala Mill in 1938.

Source: Surety Kohala Corporation
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sugar company at a cost of $1. The plantation maintained the common 
areas. Trimmed hibiscus plants lined what is now Old Halaula Road.

 
The map on the previous page shows the theater, the layout of the mill, 

and the bordering railroad track. Today, only the bridge supports for the 
trestle over Lighthouse Road remain. The largest number of houses (not 
illustrated) were makai (right) of the track in “Down Camp.” The Goya, 
Harata and Kirta stores were located among the houses. Fewer houses 
were in “Up Camp,” to the left on the map. In 1951, Kohala Sugar sold 
their store (in blue) to Shoichi Nakahara, who operated it until the 1960s. 
The structure still remains. In 1951, Shoichi also purchased the store next to 
the Hāwī Post Offi  ce, which is still in operation today.

The plantation maintained a public swimming pool made of concrete 
near the mill. The two reservoirs provided the water necessary to wash 
the cane in the mill. The ball fi eld was also the site of the annual Filipino 
Games and country fair.

Halaula children went to the public Halaula School, now the Kohala 
Middle School. To reach the school, approximately two-thirds of a mile 
away, the children walked (down what is now Old Halaula Mill Road), rain 
or shine, in a line monitored by Junior Police Offi  cers. Because of the dirt 
and mud created by the cane trucks, the children took off  their shoes and 
walked barefoot with their shoes in their hands. They then washed their 
feet when they reached the school and put the shoes back on, repeating the 
process on the way back home. If it rained, wet clothes were hung near the 
cafeteria ovens to dry.

Over the years, the Kohala Sugar Company did much to help the com-
munity. A gym for public use in Hāwī (where Sunshine Hardware is now), 
and a breakwater at Keokea Park were constructed. The main highway was 
maintained by the Sugar Company.

On the downside, cane hauling from the fi eld to the mill by road spread 
large amounts of dust in the community. Also, for years the mill dumped 
its refuse in the gulch below the mill. When it fi lled up, they would dyna-
mite it. Gradually the trash lined the shores.

Source: Kohala Sugar Company Annual Report – 1945

New housing near the Halaula Mill. Many of these same houses can be 
seen today on Kynnersley Road, where they were moved in the early 1960s 
to lots owned by workers. 

Next Month – Alternative Crops, Finances and Production of The Kohala 
Sugar Company,

The Decline of The Sugar Industry, Kohala Sugar Company Closes.

Photo by Andy Nato Agan
Aerial view of the Kohala Mill taken in the early ‘70s. The Halaula School 

is at the top, along the Akoni Pule Highway. 

By John Sakai
St. Augustine’s Episcopal 

Church in Kapaʻau is very happy 
to announce that the Rev. Jennifer 
Masada has accepted the Bishop 
Committee’s call to be the next 
vicar of St. Augustine’s. Bishop 
Robert Fitzpatrick has approved 
her appointment to this posi-
tion. Rev. Jennifer has served at 
St. Augustine’s on several occa-
sions as a supply priest during the 
past fi ve years, so is familiar with 
North Kohala and the Big Island. 
She comes to us with over 10 years 
of experience at New Song Episco-
pal Church in Coralville, Iowa. She 
serves as priest of a diverse con-
gregation providing pastoral care, 
healing ministry, and youth and 
adult education.

St. Augustine’s Welcomes New Vicar on 
November 1: The Rev. Jennifer Masada

Courtesy of St. Augustine’s Episcopal 
Church

Rev. Jennifer Masada is the new 
vicar at St. Augustine’s Episcopal 

Church.
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Weekly Events in  NOVEMBER 2021
EVENTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO HEALTH CONCERNS

DAY START END EVENT VENUE CONTACT

MON 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL ZOOM 889-5675

8am Hatha yoga class outside hisaoka 
gym

333-8275

9AM Senior Club @ CIVIC CENTER kohalaseniors@gmail.com

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes hisaoka gym 895-2025

7PM Al-Anon meeting Kohala 
Mission School

895-2094

TUE 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL ZOOM 889-5675

8am Hatha yoga class outside hisaoka 
gym

333-8275

9AM 10AM Tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer Kamehameha Park OUTSIDE 
GYM

6pm 7pm Women's Recovery Dharma 
meeting

zoom 464-4411

6pm 7pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

6:30pm belly dancing call for location 238-6111

wed 7am 8am AA DAWN PATROL BAPTIST CHURCH 889-5675

7AM 6PM FREE VACCINATION CLINIC NORTH HAWAII
COMMUNITY 
HOSIPTAL

885-4444

8am Hatha yoga class outside hisaoka 
gym

333-8275

9:30AM 10:30AM FREE COVID TEST HAMAKUA KOHALA 
HEALTH CENTER

889-6236

12pm 3pm Thrift shop st augustine's 889-5390

2pm 4pm open guided art studio Artists' co-op 783-1158

4:30PM KOHALA CARES FOOD DRIVE HUB PARKING LOT

6pm 6:30pm free rmd taiko classes walker hall 895-2025

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-0404

7PM Alcoholics Anonymous Wylie Hall, ‘Iole Rd 889-6703

THU 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL ZOOM 889-5675

8am Hatha yoga class outside hisaoka 
gym

333-8275

9AM 10:15PM Healing Circle for addicts Nani's Garden 805-452-
9501

4PM FREE FRUIT SHARING MARKET ST AUGUSTINE'S 889-1282

6pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

7PM 8PM Narcotics anonymous meeting Wiley Hall on Iole 805-452-
9501

FRI 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL ZOOM 889-5675

7AM 6PM FREE VACCINATION CLINIC NORTH HAWAII 
COMMUNITY 
HOSPITAL

885-4444

8am Hatha yoga class outside hisaoka 
gym

333-8275

9AM Healing Circle for addicts Nani's Garden 805-452-
9501

1:30PM 4PM FREE VACCINATION CLINIC HAMAKUA KOHALA 
HEALTH CENTER

889-6236

SAT 7AM 8AM AA DAWN PATROL ZOOM 889-5675

8AM 12PM FARMERS MARKET THE HUB 313-338 
-7090

10AM 11PM  free golf lessons north kohala 
golf park

kohalagolf@
gmail.com

Sun 7am 8am aa dawn patrol ZOOM 889-5675

9AM 10:20AM Le’ale’a Coffee Artists' Co-op 989-5995

10AM 11AM Seibukan Karate Academy FARMERS MARKET 889-0404

10am 11am West African Drumming class Artists' Co-op 987-4243

11:30am 12:30pm West African Dance class Artists' Co-op 987-4243

6PM 7:15PM RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING KAVA CAFE 805-452-
9501

Real Estate
& 2ND HOME SERVICES,LLC
“PERSONALIZED PROPERTY SOLUTIONS FOR YOU”

Aiming at more than Real Estate Solutions
Off: 808-889-5505    Cell: 808-989-5995

April@KRE2.com
www.KRE2.com - Free MLS    

Sponsor: Le’ale’a Coffee ~ Free Community Events
Kohala Artists Coop 9:00 – 10:20 AM
1st & 3rd Sunday: Watercolor Art Classes 

2nd Sunday:  Emergency Planning; step by step
4th Sunday: Share your Music|Voice|Instrument

J. Lorenzo Construction
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time

• Residential, commercial,
  industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432
lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

• 35 years of experience 
  with projects done all
  over Kohala

OPEN SATURDAYS 10 AM - 2 PM

Aloha Kohala, 
Project Graduation is BACK! 

Due to COVID restrictions, Koha-
la’s seniors have not been able to 
experience the annual celebration. 
But now we, as a community, can 
bring it back, BIGGER and BETTER 
than EVER! Keep reading to see 
how you can help Kohala’s Class of 
2022.

Project Graduation was estab-
lished in response to escalating 
injuries among graduates involved 
in alcohol and drug related acci-
dents on graduation night. We, the 
Kohala Project Graduation Com-
mittee, and the Class of 2022 are 
planning to continue preventing 
tragedies here on Hawaii Island. We 
are a non-profi t organization that 
encourages making good choices 
throughout the school year. We aim 
to protect our graduates when they 
are most vulnerable. The Seniors 
will be creating memories with 
their classmates that they can cher-
ish for a lifetime at this memorable 
and safe event starting at 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 21, 2022. 

This is an all-night, fun fi lled, 
substance free event consisting of 
an array of activities, such as an ono 
luau dinner, great entertainment, 
and a variety of games and awe-
some prizes. The students’ last eve-
ning together will culminate with a 
bus ride to see the sunrise at Pololū 
Lookout, a tradition in our town. 
This entire evening is parent chap-

Project Grad 2022
eroned. 

The Project Grad Committee 
and the graduating seniors would 
like to respectfully ask for your 
support. 

Here’s how you can help:
1. Participate in a Fundraiser
Purchase any of these items from any 

participating senior, or contact Maile 
Akamu or Trisha Coito to purchase 
(contact numbers are listed below):

Big Costco Pumpkin Pie for $12/ea. 
Sales end 11/8/21.

Ice Pops $20/bag of 10 pops. Taking 
orders beginning January 2022 for 
pick-up end of January/beginning of 
February.

Punaluʻu Cinnamon Bread $10 
each 1-pound loaf. Sales in Feb 2022, 
pick-up mid-March.

Big Island Candies Sale TBD – April. 
2. Make a donation to the Kohala 

Project Grad 2022 through the North 
Kohala Community Resource Center. 
You can make checks payable to the 
Resource Center and include Project 
Grad 2022 on the memo line. Mail to 
NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hāwi, HI 96719.

3. Have your business, or you as 
a person, make a fun donation to be 
awarded to a Senior during the Project 
Grad’s evening raffl  e drawing. 

We appreciate the Kohala Com-
munity and Thank You All for your 
Support!

Any questions, please call either 
of our co-chairpersons, Maile 
Akamu (808) 987-1113 or Trisha 
Coito (808) 987-1780. Mahalo! 
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Gospel of Salvation 
Kohala

Kokoiki Road
Service: Sunday 9:00 AM

Adult Bible Study: Monday 7 PM
Prayer Meeting: Friday 7 PM

Pastor Ilima Moiha
www. gos-kohala.org

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

Kohala Baptist Church

Please join us Sundays for Bible study  
at 9 AM  in the chapel and 

Worship at 10:30 AM outside
 under the Royal Poinsianna tree

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church

Kalahikiola 
Congregational Church

Service every Sunday Morning at 9:30 
followed by pupus & fellowship

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30

Iole road off Akoni Pule Hwy. in 
Kapa’au 1/4 mile past the statue

www.kalahikiolacongregationalchurch.com

889-6703

North Hawaii Hospice is 
looking for volunteers to 

help with our Bereavement 
Program. The program 

provides support for family 
members, partners and 

caregivers for 13 months 
after the passing of a 

loved one. Areas where 
volunteer help is needed 
include monthly mailings 
and regular phone calls

 to check in on the bereaved 
to see how they are doing 
and off er support based 

on the need.

This work can be done from 
your home and on your own 

time. Complete training 
will be provided. The time 

commitment is fl exible 
depending on your 

availability and schedule.

For more information 
and to volunteer please email 

volunteer.manager
@northhawaiihospice.org

or call 885-7547 Telephone 889-6436

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Hawi, Hawai’i  •  The Welcoming Church

Masses: Saturday 5 pm 
Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am

Rev Elias Escanilla
Deacon Thomas Adams

Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church
Kapa’au, North Kohala  

Join our Sunday worship via 
FB livestream at 9:00 AM 

In-person worship with Holy Eucharist limited to 
8 in the church with overfl ow in Walker Hall. 

For more information: 889-5390
Thrift shop: Wed: 12-3PM, Thur: 4-6PM

Face masks are required. Safe distancing.
Community Meal:

Nov 11 & 22 @ 4:30pm till pau
www.staugustineskohala.com

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM

November Service
Eitaikyo Service - dedicated to our 

past deceased members
Sunday Nov. 21, 10 am  

In person. Please contact 
Rev. Masanari Yamagishi 

798-2075

Did you know? 
The Kohala Mountain  

News 
is online at

kohalamountainnews.com

Now SEARCHABLE 
back to 2011

Great menu and 
courtyard seating

Plus delicious coffee 
and fresh baked goods
Have your small party 

in the courtyard

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
7AM TO 2PM

ON THE HiGHWAY iN DOWNTOWN KAPA’AU

889-5546

Pomaika’i
Café

Open: 
Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30

Sat   9 - 3
889~5077

Hair Spectrum
Family Salon

889-5613
rod@rodsrepair.com

Rod’s Repair
Factory Authorized Appliance Service
• Appliances and parts
• Ice makers
• Refrigeration
• Locksmith service

Hinokawa Electric LLC
Serving All of Your Electrical Needs

High Voltage Specialist

• Home stand-by generators
• Generac generators 
• Sales and repairs
• Alternate energy systems
• New homes and renovations
• Trouble calls

Service is Our Business
Aloa # 021349

License C-16154

HANDYMAN
Reasonable, Reliable, 

Efficient

Small Engine repair 
& maintenance, Earth moving, 

driveways, tractor work, 
Household fix-it and repair,
Fences, mowing, you name it!

Fred Puou
987-4493

today??Need a

* Serving Kohala community since 1924
* Needing repairs and painting
* Donations can be made directly to the
   Kohala Koboji Mission at: P.O. Box 265,Kapaau, HI 96755 or on-line:

Save Kohala Koboji Buddhist Mission

www.gofundme.com/f/save-kohala-koboji-buddhist-mission-buildings-hi
    Call 505-449-7161 for more information

scan this code 
to go to the 
gofundme page

By Rikko and Kristina Varjan
We are pleased to announce 

that the Kohala Koboji Shingon 
Mission is the recipient of a grant 
through the Historic Hawaii Foun-
dation to further support the pro-
cess of repairing and preserving the 
Kohala Koboji Mission. 

This grant will most assuredly 
provide protection from the deteri-
orating weather elements that have 
taken their toll on these historic 
buildings. 

It warms our hearts to see this 
initial process of the grant go into 
action with the termite tenting of 
the buildings.

This marks a historic continua-
tion of our eff orts over the past 25 
years to keep the Kohala Koboji 
Mission functioning.

We want to especially thank 
Rev. Miyazaki, the Koboji Minister, 
for his blessings and kindness over 

Kohala Koboji Shingon Buddhist Mission 
Receives Grant for Repairs

the past 25-plus years by providing 
activities, regular services, and espe-
cially his providing for the commu-
nity when family and friends were 
ill or have passed...

As most of you know, being a 
recipient of a grant from the His-
toric Hawaii Foundation is only the 
beginning of our work here.

We are off  to a great beginning 
making the Kohala Koboji Mission 
Temple a comfortable and inviting 

setting with services for genera-
tions to come.

We appreciate any and all sup-
port that members of the commu-
nity would like to off er. Donations 
can be made at:

h t t p s : / / w w w. g o f u n d m e .
com/f/save-kohala-koboji-bud-
dhist-mission-buildings-hi. For 
more information call 505-449-7161.

Thank you for your ongoing 
support. Be well and stay safe.

Photo credit: Rikko Varjan 
The Kohala Koboji Mission is tented using grant monies from the Hawaii Historic Foundation.
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Kohala 
Dental Center

Your health & safety 
have always been our 

top priorities.

 
● Safely providing all dental care
● Advanced infection controls
● Fully vaccinated staff
● Emergency appointments
● Welcoming new patients

 

Doing our part to keep 
Kohala healthy!

Call us today 
to request an appointment

889-6277
HAWAIITRUSTLAW.COM

Story and photo by Silia Emeliano
Mia Kolly, a former substitute art teacher at Kohala Middle School and 

talented local artist, generously donated her painting entitled 
“Kohala Field and Sky.”

Boasting the natural beauty of the familiar ʻĀinakea landscape under a 
typical Hawaiian sky, this beautiful interpretation has found a 

permanent home in the main offi  ce of the school campus.
Should you ever have the opportunity to visit the main offi  ce, 

please stop by to appreciate the talents of Mia Kolly.

Kohala Middle School Principal Trisha Sanborn (left) with 
Mia Kolly, a talented local artist.

A resident of Hāwī, Tony Moiha was the eighth of twelve children. 
Originally from Maui, he and his wife, Ilima, were married for sixty-one 

years. He is survived by his wife, three daughters, thirteen 
grandchildren, and eighteen great-grandchildren. 

Services will be held at the Gospel of Salvation Church in Kahei on 
October 23. A viewing will be held from 10:00–11:00, 

followed by the service, burial and lunch.
The following story is reprinted from the January 19, 2000 edition of the 

Kohala Mountain News. Moiha is pictured to the left of Sproat.

Tony Moiha 1938-2021

Source: Kohala Mountain News

Work of Artist Mia Kolly on Display
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KOHALA MONTHLY CALENDAR NOVEMBER 2021

Email monthly calendar listings to:  kohalacalendar@gmail.com

ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO CURRENT HEALTH CONCERNS

THE 
COQUI CORNERC R
Aloha and Happy Halloween.

      Last month our eradicators worked in areas all over Kohala:
up Kynnersley, in the Ka’auhuhu Road gulch, and at Pratt Road 

from Union Mill to the golf course. They worked at Omachi Road 
and the James Walker Hall area. Residents got help near Ainakea 

and the Kohala Club Hotel. There were quite a few others. 
Mahalo to those of you that are helping at home.

For helpful information on how to eradicate coqui check us out at our
kohalacoquicoalition.org website or at the 

Coqui Information Line at
889-1777

Tax deductible donations are gratefully accepted through the
              NKCRC,P. O. Box 519, Hawi, Hawai’i 96719

We work in cooperation with the State of Hawai’i Department of Agriculture and the County of Hawai’i

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

NKCRC, P.O. Box 519, Hawi, HI 96719 • 889-5523• 
www.northkohala.org

A great way to love Kohala!

NKCRC's 10th Annual Online Auction will go 
LIVE October 29th - November 8th, 2021

If you have goods, services, or skills you would 
like to donate to our auction, please contact us!

Your generosity will continue to support 
the Center and our many projects.

Mahalo!

 is OPEN 
FOR DINNER!!
Thursday & Friday 
nights 6:00-7:30

Take out
Please call for Reservations

889-5555         

date DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

10/26 TUE 3:30 PM 4:30 PM BISAC/KCAD Sign Waving Across Kohala 
Elementary School

889-0404 ext. 104.

10/31 SUN 4:00 PM 6:00 PM Halloween Trunk or Treat 
Drive-Thru

Kohala Village Hub 
Parking Lot

889-0404 ext. 104.

10/31 SUN 4:00 PM 6:00 PM St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church 
Trick Or Treat Drive -Thru

St. Augustine’s 
Parking lot

889-5390

11/3 WED 4:00 PM KOHALA Community 
Access Group

MEETING SENIOR CENTER imuakohala@gmail.com

11/3 WED 4:30 PM NKAG MEETING OLD COURTHOUSE 889-0404

11/8 MON 4:30 PM 6:00 PM Community Meal - take out At St. Augustine Episcopal Church Walker Hall 889-5390

11/9 TUE 6:00 PM Hawaii Farmers Union United facebook.com/KohalaChapterHFUU/ The HUB kohala.hfuu
@gmail.com

11/18 THU 9:00 AM 11:00 AM Sacred Heart Food Basket Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church

889-5115

11/20 SAT 4:30 PM 6:30 PM Free Grindz hot meal Kohala Baptist Church Banyan Tree 889-5416

11/22 MON 4:30 PM 6:00 PM Community Meal - take out At St. Augustine Episcopal Church Walker Hall 889-5390

11/24 wed 4:00 PM Restorative Yoga 
Therapy class

With Carla Orellana - BY request CALL FOR LOCATION 238-6111

11/24 WED 5:00 PM Parks, Water & Roads Group Monthly meeting Old Courthouse 889-6238
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OPEN 
MON TO SAT 8AM - 7PM 

SUNDAY 8AM - 1PM
KUPUNA HOURS: 
WED/FRI 8 - 9AM

HOT DEALS FOR 
10/27 TO 11/09/21

“Always leave with a Smile”

TOTINO PIZZA 
9.8-10.9 OZ

$1.49  $2.49

EZ PEEL SHRIMP 
31/40

$11.79  $15.99

BAYS ENGLISH 
MUFFINS 6CT

$3.29    $4.99

OREO FAMILY OR 
NUTTER COOKIES 

9.1-17 OZ
2/$7 $ 6.29-$6.59

FRANKS FOODS 
RED FRANKS 1LB

$4.39    $6.59

BARBARA’S NATURAL 
CHS PUFFS 5.5-7 OZ

$2.39     $4.19

HONEY MAID 
GRAHAMS 14.4 OZ

$2.49     $3.59

HOLY BAKERY 
PIES 9”

$12.99  $16.69

NATURAL LITE 
OR ICE BEER 15’S

$8.69   $11.29

ALOHA MAID CASE 
24 CT WRAPPED ONLY
$11.89  $13.99

Story and photo by Karolina Garrett 
The 5th grader in our house eyes 

me skeptically when I mumble this 
early Saturday morning, “Time for 
a Wagyu cheeseburger!” Sitting on 
a tall stool at one of the tables in the 
Pomaikaʻi Café garden, he believes 
easier when the plate arrives. 

A ciabatta roll barely encases the 
thick Wagyu meat patty (especially 
marbleized beef), grilled onions, 
tomato slices, cheddar cheese layer, 
and romaine lettuce that tumble 
out the sides when going in for the 
fi rst mouthful. Takes patience to 
secure all the ingredients for large 
bites and no stopping the thousand 
island sauce dripping everywhere. 
Teamed up with the mango frosty—
a creamy “soy-shake,” and bag 
of Hulapeno spicy kettle-cooked 
potato chips, we have full-stomachs 
by 10 a.m. For our ʻohana, Saturday 
mornings evolve into a pocket of 
time to regenerate after the work 
and school week.

Landscaping and pruning in the 
garden for Pomaikaʻi Café create a 
small-scale Zen energy zone with 
even a short citrus tree fruiting. 
After the cheeseburger, I sit with the 
just-brewed frothy cappuccino, and 
maybe the infl uencing caff eine or 
the soothing warm makani (wind) 
bring them, yet extra thoughts zing. 

I start to wonder if our meal is 
political. If we defi ne politics as 
who gets what, when, and how 
then my family sits in some luxury, 
even privilege this morning. 

As the coff ee eff ect tapers down, 

Kapaʻau’s Culinary Garden, the Blessed Café Pomaikaʻi

I realize more clearly that we made 
a choice to be at Pomaikaʻi Café. 
Our family budget (read: frugal) 
allocates funds to spend locally, this 
time at Pomaikaʻi Café, a way to 
participate in Kapaau’s longevity, 
the town’s stretch back into histori-
cal heritage and the future-facing 
way to invest as can, then can on 
behalf of lands, buildings and peo-
ples.

In 2018, Robert Glory Jr. bought 
the café previously known as 
Nanbu Court, located in the Nanbu 
Building, fi rst built in 1898. Glory 
Jr. kept most menu items—cof-
fees, sandwiches, salads, paninis, 
smoothies, bagels, and more—yet 

changed the name to the Hawaiian 
word Pomaikaʻi, or blessed. Born 
and raised in Kohala, Glory Jr. later 
ventured into 20 years helming 
food leadership roles for Costco—
bakery and food court—on Big 
Island, Maui, and Kauai. Today 
he transforms this experience into 
Pomaikaʻi Café’s diverse menu 
selection and effi  ciency since hiring 
two full time employees. 

Early morning time plenty of 
kupūna are talking and sipping 
coff ee at sidewalk tables street side 
on Akoni Pule; morning at the café 
off ers a prized sugary treat since the 
cinnamon rolls are originals, a soft 
doughy texture that cuts easy with 

a fork. Plenty of drizzled icing, too. 
On a diff erent visit, the next garden 
culinary adventure serves up the 
Furikake Salmon Salad sprinkled 
everywhere with mandarin orange 
slices and One-Ton chips. Cen-
tered on a heaping mixed-salad is 
a thick fi let of salmon crusted with 
furikake topping (Japanese sea-
soning)—salty seaweed fl akes and 
toasted sesame seed. 

Sauntering around the diff erent 
nooks and crannies at Nanbu Build-
ing shows you the spatial renais-
sance—viewing the past to reinvent 
the modern—in the works. Branch-
ing out right next door is the Café 
Pomaikaʻi Gift Shop. All varieties of 
snack foods are available plus some 
specialty items like the popular 
jerky made in Kohala. 

Also, Holy Bakery opened in 
1932 in the same building behind 
Pomaikaʻi Café where today’s 
owners aim to increase business. 
Glory Jr. expects to sell their pies in 
his café soon.

Back inside the gift shop what 
mesmerizes you is “Kukulu, a 
traveling exhibition that pays trib-
ute to community pillars through 
photography and the arts.” View 
the poignant photographs of 
moʻokūauhau (genealogy), moʻoleo 
(story), and moʻopuna (grandchil-
dren) that portray “Connections 
through the Generations,” the 
art show’s title, while protecting 
Mauna Kea. Inspiring art and ono 
grindz keep the grateful reminder 
going on how lucky live Hawaiʻi.

Robert Glory, Jr. (left) and his son, Harley, inside the Pomaikaʻi Café. 




