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By Ken Wills
Big Island resident and retired 

public school teacher David Fuertes 
will receive an Honorary American 
FFA Degree for a lifetime of public 
service promoting agriculture. He 
is only the 14th Hawaiian resident 
to receive the award since 1934.

Fuertes will be one of 208 people 
across the U.S. who will be hon-
ored October 28 in Indianapolis at 
the convention of the National FFA 
Organization, previously known as 
the Future Farmers of America.

The awards are given to “indi-
viduals who have provided excep-
tional service on a national level to 
agriculture, agricultural education 
or FFA,” according to the organiza-
tion’s website.

“David is a key figure in agricul-
ture and natural resource policy in 
the state of Hawaii,” Ken Kajihara, 
former state FFA executive direc-
tor, wrote in his nominating letter 
for Fuertes. “With the work he 
does, he keeps youth education at 
the forefront. David has added lan-
guage to numerous bills and state 
policies that brings focus to FFA 
and sets objectives and resources 
for students to travel to mainland 
FFA events.”

Kohala’s David Fuertes Awarded Honorary American FFA Degree, 
Only 14th in Hawaii Since 1934

Fuertes, who retired in 2006 
after more than 30 years as an agri-
culture teacher in the Kohala public 
schools, has continued to promote 
natural farming practices and food 
security and sustainability across 
the state.

In 2010 Fuertes co-founded 
the non-profit Kahua Pa’a Mua 
(www.kahuapaamua.org), based 
in Kapa’au, with his wife Carol. 
The organization’s focus has been 
land-based education for youth 
and adults, combining traditional 
agricultural methods with Korean 
Natural Farming. Kahua Pa’a Mua 
—which means “to build a strong 
foundation” — provides resources 
for families to grow their own food 
and nurtures agricultural entre-
preneurship. Its programs teach 
multi-generational families to grow 
traditional Hawaiian crops, to raise 
backyard chickens and pigs using 
natural farming practices, and to 
set up aquaponics tanks for fish and 
vegetables, according to the web-
site.

Fuertes said he was grateful for 
the recognition of his work. 

“The FFA molded my life to face On October 28, David Fuertes will be honored as the recipient of an 
Honorary American FFA Degree for a lifetime of public service promoting 

agriculture. Photo courtesy: National FFA Organization

By Kije Hazelwood
The agricultural water project 

at the Hoʻea Hydrant has been run-
ning now for a couple of weeks. 
Kirk Eubanks has been monitoring 
and reporting all usage as well as 

Ag Water Project Update

making sure that the rules estab-
lished by the County Water Office 
are being followed. At least 12 farm-
ers/ranchers have taken advantage 
of the ability to load their totes with 

Matthew Medoires draws water to fill his tote at the Hoʻea Hydrant. Credit: 
Kije Hazelwood. Photo credit: Christian Pasco

By Toni Withington
Kohala could become a game 

changer in state efforts to provide 
agriculture water to new and exist-
ing farmers, Bob Masuda, island 
deputy director of the Department 
of Land and Natural Resources 
(DLNR), announced last month at 
a large gathering at the HUB.

The strategy would provide 
sponsored wells on state or county 
land for specific clusters of agricul-
tural operations or farms, which in 
turn would contract outside enti-
ties to operate the distribution of 

New Ag Water Strategy to be Tried by State
non-potable water. 

This is a change from the previ-
ous plan for a district-wide water 
distribution system, such as the 
Kohala Ditch, with a wide-spread 
web of transmission lines.

The first such limited-range 
source is proposed near `Upolu 
Airport Road could be available to 
pump, store and deliver water by 
early 2024. Once the studies and 
permits are completed next spring, 
the project will be turned over to 

By Toni Withington
A request for re-zoning to allow 

for a food truck operation at the 
entrance to Hāwī town was with-
drawn by the applicant Dwayne 
Cravalho a week before it was 
scheduled to be considered for the 
third time by the Leeward Planning 
Conference this month.

The proposal had raised con-
troversy since it was first heard 
by the commission last December. 
Cravalho had twice altered plans to 

Hoʻea Triangle Rezoning Withdrawn
answer the criticism but in a letter 
told the commission of his decision 
to withdraw the application.

The plan was to rezone the 7,500 
square foot triangular-shaped lot at 
the intersection of Hoʻea Road and 
Akoni Pule Highway from agricul-
ture to village commercial and to 
install a food truck with off-road 
parking. The location is next to the 
“Welcome to Historic Kohala” sign 
at the entrance to Hāwī town.

See Ag Water, Page 2

See Hoʻea, Page 2

See Hydrant, Page 2
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Fuertes, continued from Page 2

any problem and turn it into an 
opportunity, while focusing on ben-
efiting the greater good,” Fuertes 
said. “I try to live by the FFA Motto 
each day: ‘Learning to do, doing 
to learn, earning to live, living to 
serve. ’

“This award is meaningful to me 
because I hope it will cause others to 
believe in the FFA program and the 
importance of agriculture. For what 
is a culture without agri-culture?”

A former Hawaii State FFA 
executive secretary, Fuertes has 
also served as chairperson for the 
state’s Department of Business 
Economic Development and Tour-
isms’ (DBEDT) Community Based 
Economic Development Board. He 
has served on numerous county, 
state and federal boards and com-
missions including eight years with 
the State Board of Agriculture.  

Fuertes said his involvement 
with the FFA in high school changed 
the course of his life. 

“As a freshman, I enrolled in an 
agriculture class and was encour-
aged to join FFA. All of the mem-
bers were tasked to learn and recite 
the FFA creed, which was about five 
paragraphs. As a non-academic stu-
dent, it was a challenge. I was able 
to memorize the entire creed. At 
that time, it was just words. Fifty-
six years later, I am able to recite the 
FFA creed, using it as my guiding 
values in mentoring students and 
families working toward the Back-
yard Revolution and enabling new 
farmers. 

“My former high school ag 
teachers, Mr. Takashi Kajihara and 
Mr. Ted Kunimitsu, were my great-
est influencers. They are the main 
reason I became an agriculture 
teacher — to help students believe 
in themselves.”

no-cost water. 
Though restrictions on the 

amount of water to be taken have 
been in effect, the usage hasn’t hit 
the maximum the users are allowed 
to draw in one day. The station is 
open from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
every day. Users are required to 
sign-in, noting the amount that they 
have drawn and are limited to one 
draw per day. The total draws per 
day may not exceed 1,750 gallons, 
and that maximum has not been 
reached on any given day. 

The water is still no-charge, and 
we expect that some of the limita-
tions will be lifted when the Hāwī 
pump is finally replaced. For now 
though, water is available and the 
County grant is covering the charge.

The Hoʻea Pipeline Water 
Association/`Upolu Water Mitiga-
tion is a sponsored project of North 
Kohala Resource Center. 

Funding for this initiative was 
provided by the County of Hawai`i 
Department of Research and Devel-
opment and the County of Hawai`i 
Contingency Fund from District 
9 Councilman Tim Richards. A 
special Mahalo to the County of 
Hawai`i Office of the Mayor.

Mahalo Plenty also to Hawaii 
County Water District, Surety Cor-
poration and Pacific Plumbing for 
their time and materials contrib-
uted. 

Hydrant, continued from Page 1

Ag Water, continued from Page 2

the Department of Agriculture 
(DOA), which will then most likely 
lease the water system to a private 
operator or a cooperative of water 
users.

Masuda said this is the first time 
the state has put together a stand-
alone water project for multiple 
farmers.

“It’s not a one-shot project. If 
successful it could be repeated 
in other areas,” he added. Other 
groupings of farmers could seek out 
well locations for shared ag water.

For `Upolu it could also be the 
first phase in the creation of an agri-
cultural park by carving farm lots 
for lease on the 44.5-acre well site 
parcel and possibly a 404-acre state-
owned land parcel adjoining it. 

The plan is to develop an exist-
ing U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
observation well below Camp 17 
and convert it to an agricultural 
well to supply water for farming, 
dairying and ranching uses within a 
range of land that reaches eastward 
past Hoʻea  Road to the lower lots 
of Hāwī Road and west to Kokoiki. 

It includes the land used by 
the present Clover Leaf Dairy and 
future diary operations on land 
purchased by Meadow Gold Dairy.

The plan is to run a pump 16 
hours per day and supply 384,000 
gallons of water per day to a 
20-foot-tall, 660,000-gallon reser-
voir tank that would be built mauka 
of the well. 

Transmission lines would run 
from the reservoir to the east and 
west boundaries of the property.

From there, the DOA or another 
State agency may choose to oper-
ate the system itself, or more likely, 

it may lease the water system to a 
private operator. Individual farm-
ers or cooperatives would privately 
design and fund simple distribu-
tion facilities beyond those links to 
convey the water to areas of agricul-
tural water demand.

The study found farmers within 
the potential supply area currently 
need more than 500,000 gallons per 
day. Many of the farmers previ-
ously had access to water from the 
private Kohala Ditch.

A landslide in April 2021 wiped 
out a section of the ditch and The 
Kohala Ditch Company has aban-
doned it.

“Beyond `Upolu we are look-
ing at who needs water, rather than 
who lost ditch water,” Masuda said.

Carty Chang, chief engineer for 
DLNR, said efforts will be made to 
keep the cost of water transmission 
down for farmers. The cost may 
range from $2 per thousand gallons 
to the DOA system rate of $0.50 per 
thousand gallons, depending on 
operating costs.

Morris Atta, deputy director of 
DOA, said costs could possibly be 
lowered by using alternative energy 
to run the pump.

Funding for the planning has 
been procured by Senator Lorraine 
Inouye and Representative David 
Tarnas. The cost of the improve-
ments to the well, tank and water-
lines is estimated at $4 million.

Copies of the project Environ-
mental Assessment can be seen at 
the DLNR website. Public com-
ments on the plan should be sent 
to Project Engineer Brandon Kim 
at brandon.kim@hawaii.gov by 
November 7.

Testimony in opposition at the 
first and second hearings on the 
matter far outweighed that in favor. 
In March the commission asked 
Cravalho to consult with commu-
nity members and neighbors about 
the new plan.

The Growth Management 
Group of the North Kohala Com-
munity Development Plan held a 
public meeting in June where Cra-
valho and his planner Daryn Arai 
spoke of the reduced footprint of 
the operation, and again the com-
ments against the rezoning out-
numbered those favorable. 

Objections were to the small 
size of the lot, parking and traffic 
concerns, and the location at town 
entrance. 

One testifier pointed out that the 
paving for the truck and six park-
ing stalls proposed would take up 
almost all the buildable area of the 
lot.

In a September letter to the 
commission, Cravalho replied to 
all the comments forwarded by 
the Growth Management Group. 
In announcing the withdrawal, 
Arai thanked the commission, the 
Planning Department, the Growth 
Management group, and the North 
Kohala community “for the efforts 
that you have all collectively made 
to be a part of this informative pro-
cess.”

Hoʻea, continued from Page 1

Officials check the `Upolu well site in June. Credit: Toni Withington
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By Beth Robinson
The first of many Kohala Com-

munity Plan (KCP) “Talk Story” 
community idea generation ses-
sions took place on October 15 at 
the school cafeteria. A dedicated 
crowd of around 30 people gave 
two hours of their time on a Sat-
urday morning sharing hopes and 
ideas for the Kohala they would 
like to see in twenty years. Those 
present ranged from kūpuna to 
young parents with keiki, born-
and-raised in Kohala to newcom-
ers, all sharing their aloha for 
Kohala.

What is the purpose of the 
KCP Talk Story phase? What will 
happen with all these ideas for the 
Kohalaʻs future?

Every idea offered by a com-
munity member in these sessions 
is recorded and will be shared 
with focus groups working on 
that topic to generate proposals 
for including in the KCP. 

With the 2008 County Com-
munity Development Plan (CDP), 
only issues that fall under the 
Countyʻs General Plan could 
be incorporated into the CDP. 
Important ideas related to educa-
tion, or resources for alcohol and 
drug abuse, were put to the side. 
Because the Kohala Community 
Plan (KCP) is being written by 
the community and for the com-
munity, all goals and issues can be 

Kohala Community Plan Kicks Off Talk Story Sessions

included in our Plan.
The KCP working group has 

high hopes for the Talk Story 
phase, which will continue into 
early 2023. 

In 2006, when Hawaiʻi County 
and their consultant kicked off the 
community input process for writ-
ing the NKCDP, they expected to 
get a participation rate of around 
three percent of the population. 
They were amazed when 12 per-
cent of the population – over 700 
Kohala people – showed up for 
the talk story sessions and gen-

erated over 3,000 ideas for the 
future of Kohala. In large part 
that resulted from the dedication 
of Joe Carvalho, who recruited 
and led the “logistics team” to 
conduct a few large meetings and 
over 60 small groups in homes, 
businesses, community organiza-
tions and schools.

Joe agreed to a hana hou to 
organize the talk story sessions in 
2022. “With social media reaching 
out to more members of our com-
munity, our goal should be to get 
ideas from 1,000 Kohala people 

this time!”, Joe emphasized as he 
introduced the process to the par-
ticipants at the October 15 kick-
off event. Facilitator Giovanna 
Gherardi commented as the idea 
sharing wrapped up, “You folks 
did really good work here today. 
These are really valuable visions 
and ideas for the future and every 
one of these ideas matters.” Par-
ticipants were enthusiastic about 
the morning, and asked about 
plans for more sessions, including 
talk stories with the next genera-
tion at Kohala schools. 

The KCP working group is 
looking for volunteers to con-
tinue the community input phase. 
Please contact Joe Carvalho if you 
want to learn to facilitate talk story 
sessions or just host a talk story in 
your home, business or organi-
zation. A core of people from the 
2006 team have volunteered to 
coach and mentor new hosts and 
facilitators, so please do not worry 
if you have no experience. People 
of all ages, and longtime residents 
as well as newcomers to Kohala, 
are all welcome as both hosts 
and facilitators. Just gathering a 
few neighbors in your carport or 
garage can make a big difference!

For more information and to 
volunteer for the KCP Talk Story 
sessions , contact Joe Carvalho at 
808-443-4588 or by email to 

joe.carvalho@yahoo.com.

Facilitator Giovanna Gherardi leads the discussion at the October 15 
Kohala Community Plan Talk Story. Future sessions are planned, and 

all Kohala residents are encouraged to attend and share their vision for 
Kohala’s future. Credit: Kathy Matsuda
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By Toni Withington
Three revitalized subgroups 

began reporting their activities to 
the Advisory Group of the North 
Kohala Community Development 
Plan (NKCDP) at its meeting last 
month. The group had focused 
since summer on expanding the 
role of the subgroups, which are 
called the “work horses” of the pro-
cess, which is to carry out the goals 
and strategies of the NKCDP.

The newly activated groups will 
cover current issues of Health and 
Wellness; Growth Management; 
and Power, Viewplanes and Erosion 
Control. Also heard were reports 
from the longstanding Community 
Access; Affordable Housing; and 
Parks, Water, Roads subgroups. Still 
under organization is the subgroup 
on Agriculture.

Joe Carvalho of the Access 
Group reported on an additional 
County purchase of preserved open 
space land at Kapanaia. He also 
outlined the stewardship work -- 
planting, fencing and trail improve-
ment -- being done at Hapuʻu. Both 
parcels are part of Kamehameha I’s 
homeland.

For the Parks, Water, Roads 
Group, John Winter spoke about 
the almost-completed construction 
of the new water well at Halaʻula. 
He outlined the work to be done at 
Māhukona Park to remove the con-
demned pavilion and contaminated 

CDP Advisory Group Expands Focus 
on Kohala Issues

soil. A controversy still exists about 
keeping the barbecue grills during 
the demolition.

An Affordable Housing survey 
of residents by the group has 
emphasized the need to reduce the 
cost of building homes, Jack Hoyt 
reported. 

Among many possibilities, the 
group has investigated turning the 
unused commercial land at the old 
sugar mill in Halaʻula into a facil-
ity for the assembly of affordable 
prefab housing. Hoyt said this 
would also create jobs for a skilled 
group of professional builders.

The Growth Management 
Group set the stage for several dis-
trict planning issues, including the 
requested re-zoning of land next 
to the Welcome to Historic Kohala 
sign at Hoʻea Road, the mayor’s 
halting of plans to transfer Old 
Coast Guard Road to the County, 
and the status of the Pololū Valley 
rim subdivision.

Steve Hoffmann, speaking 
for the Power Group, identified 
ten areas of interest with changes 
coming up in Kohala utilities. 
Among them are the HELCO pro-
posed micro-grid and battery stor-
age in Hāwī, the current installation 
of fiberoptic phone lines by Hawaii-
anTel, and research into the pros 
and cons of a 5G cellular grid.

The new Health and Wellness 
Group, led by Alan Brown and 

Sadie Young, intends to look into the 
status of Kohala emergency shelter 
and services, evaluate physical and 
mental health services and work 
with first responders. The group 
is looking for additional members 
interested in health and safety.

Now that some restrictions for 
gatherings have been lifted, all the 
subgroups are reaching out for new 
participants. Like the Advisory 
Group, the subgroups usually meet 
monthly at specific times. Check 
the KMN calendar for times, places, 
and contact information.

Before adjourning the Advisory 
Group, Chairperson John Winter 

assigned a few members the job of 
reviewing the assignment of areas 
covered by the subgroups. When 
the NKCDP was adopted in 2008, 
the Action Committee created sub-
groups based on the categories most 
favored by Kohala residents, which 
in turn are reflected in the various 
chapters of the NKCDP.

The nine-member NKCDP 
Advisory Group meets on the last 
Wednesday of each month at 5 p.m. 
at the Kohala Intergenerational 
Center. Meetings are open to the 
public, and residents are encour-
aged to speak about issues of con-
cern.

DATE: Wednesday, 
September 26, 2022 
TIME: 5:00 p.m.
PLACE:  
Kohala Intergenerational  
Center, Kamehameha Park 
Road, Kapaʻau, HI 96755

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:
1. Community Access
2. Parks, Water, and Roads 
    Utilities 
3. Affordable Housing
4. Growth Management 

Agenda for Upcoming North Kohala 
Community Development Plan 

Advisory Group Meeting
5. Agriculture
6. Health and Wellness
7. Cultural and Historical

BUSINESS:
1. Discuss and finalize Bylaws. 
2. Discuss the revised draft from
    the 8/31 meeting. Seek a final
    draft for approval.
3. Discuss subgroup structures. 
    Continued from the 8/31 
    meeting. Seek a final set 
    of subgroups.
4. Progress report on the Kohala
    Community Project.
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Letters

Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas 
speaks for North Kohala as a 

member of the Hawaiʻi State House 
of Representatives.

See HIRep Update , Page 6

Dangerous Fishing Line to be Recycled
Dear Editor,
A huge THANK YOU to the 

Kohala community for willingly 
engaging and participating in the 
Fishing Line Recycling Program 
that was launched at Māhukona and 
Kapa`a Beach Parks on September 
5. A large ball of fishing lines was 
collected at the end of the month, as 
you can see from the photo.

The lines will be measured and 
weighed by HPA students before 
being shipped to the recycling com-
pany. In the future, we’ll know how 
much line was gathered by our 
community.

Please continue to collect the 
fishing lines, but be safe while 
doing this, then place them in the 
bins for recycling. 

Thank you again, Kohala!
Wendy Noritake

Fishing line collected at Māhukona and Kapa`a Beach Parks will be 
recycled. Credit: Wendy Noritake

By Aimée Watkins
We are heartbroken to share 

the news that our beloved Robert, 
a.k.a. Doc Watkins, has passed. He 
left our physical world to dance 
amongst the angels. His last days 
were spent doing what he loved, 
devouring beauty and spontaneous 
travel. 

Robert’s heart was pure gold; his 
lifetime dedicated to healing, fixing, 
creating and play. He filled every 
second of his rich life doing these 
things and adoring his family. Rob-
ert’s light shines through his grand-
sons’ bright blue eyes, his playful 
and mischievous spirit lives on.  

His creativity shone through 
his love of plants and his ability to 

In Memory of Robert “Doc” Watkins
heal through his decades of public 
service. Service to our country as an 
Army medic, then to this commu-
nity as our Doc.   

Robert touched and saved so 
many lives, especially here in North 
Kohala. Our little town will not be 
the same without his whimsical 
style and eccentric flare glittered 
with a streak of brilliance.   

He loved and lived for beauty – 
beautiful art, music, butterflies and 
gardens; beautiful people.   

Let us all live in his light: shine 
exactly how you want to shine, be 
authentically and beautifully you. 

Dr. Robert Watkins will never 
be forgotten and is forever in our 
hearts. 

Dr. Robert Watkins. Credit: Aimée 
Watkins

Aloha.
The next legislative session 

begins on January 18, 2023. After 
the General Election, the House and 
Senate will organize their commit-
tees and designate Chairpersons 
and leadership assignments. If I am 
fortunate enough to be re-elected, I 
have requested to continue as Chair 
of the House Water and Land Com-
mittee. There are still many issues 
I would like to address within the 
scope of the Water and Land Com-
mittee’s kuleana, including work 

to improve policies and programs 
affecting land use, watersheds, for-
ests, water resources, wildlife, hunt-
ing, agriculture, coastal and marine 
resources, fisheries, coral reefs, har-
bors, boating, ocean recreation, and 
adapting to the effects of global cli-
mate change and sea level rise. 

To prepare for next session, I 
have begun work on possible leg-
islative bills to address concerns 
identified by talking with constitu-
ents, businesses, community orga-
nizations, local nonprofits, state 
resource management agencies, 
fishers, hunters, foresters, wildlife 
managers, cultural practitioners, 
resource conservation advocates, 
ocean tourism businesses, harbor 
user groups, and many others. If 
you have ideas about possible leg-
islation, I am always open to input. 
Please contact me by email or phone 
and share with me your ideas and 
advice. 

During this interim between 
sessions, I have also been tracking 
numerous public construction proj-
ects in the district to build, repair 
and maintain facilities that are used 
by our community. Sometimes, 
projects get delayed for one reason 
or another and part of my job is to 
be advocate with the state agencies 
to make these district projects a top 
priority. I will do everything I can to 

help these projects get through the 
long process of planning, design, 
permitting, construction, inspec-
tion, and successful completion so 
that the public can use these facili-
ties. 

Since Kawaihae North Small 
Boat Harbor is used regularly by 
many North Kohala residents as an 
important facility for fishing, boat-
ing, diving and paddling, here’s 
an update on the major projects to 
repair and upgrade this facility. 

For far too long, the emergency 
warning siren located at Kawaihae 
North Small Boat Harbor (SBH) 
has not been operating properly. 
After a lengthy delay blamed on 
supply chain problems, the Hawaii 
Emergency Management Agency 
has finally repaired the siren and it 
functioned properly at the regular 
siren test at the beginning of Octo-
ber. 

The repaving project at Kawai-
hae North SBH has been success-
fully completed, and the new 
showers and washdown areas were 
installed, and a new system to cap-
ture and drain the washdown water 
and storm water was installed. 
While harbor users are largely satis-
fied with the repaving and showers, 
the drainage system improvements 
have not been satisfactorily com-

October Contributors
Jamie Belmarez, Bishop 

Museum, Lani Bowman, Jack 
Boyle, Nate Cariaga, Frank Cipri-

ani, Joy Fisher, Karolina Maria 
Garrett, Kije Hazelwood, Melisa 

Hicks, Kohala High School, 
Jesse Lucas, Kathy Matsuda, 
Tom Morse, Wendy Noritake, 

National FFA Organization, Maya 
Parish, Christian Pasco, Tim Rich-
ards, Christine Richarson, Beth 
Robinson, David Tarnas, Marian 
Tompkins, Kimi Vakauta, Aimée 
Watkins, Ken Wills, John Winter, 

Toni Withington.

November Deadlines
Ads and News: 11/11/22

Calendar: 11/18/22
Distribution: 11/25/22

December Deadlines
Ads and News: 12/9/22

Calendar: 12/16/22
Distribution: 12/26/22
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County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Tim Richards

Photo courtesy of Tim Richards 
Councilmember Tim Richards 

represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai’i County Council District 9.

pleted. There have been problems 
with the sump by the washdown 
area with significant flooding and 
ponding in the paved area. Whether 
because of flawed design or unex-
pected subterranean conditions, the 
water was not draining effectively 
from the sumps into the water 
table causing the sumps to over-
fill and flood the paved area. After 
pumping out the sump and reduc-
ing the ponding, DLNR engineers 
are currently working to improve 
the drainage by drilling numerous 
horizontal shafts into the walls of 
the sump to increase the infiltra-
tion of the captured water. We will 
need to monitor the effectiveness 
of this modification to make sure 
the drainage works properly and is 

able to accommodate the volume of 
water generated by the vessel wash-
down and showers. 

The separate project to replace 
and upgrade the breakwater and the 
harbor dock is moving forward after 
the legislature successfully appro-
priated over $8 million for the proj-
ect. DLNR reports that they have 
executed a supplemental contract 
with their engineering consultant 
to complete the Draft Environ-
mental Assessment (EA) and addi-
tional design work for repairing the 
breached section of the breakwater. 
The Draft EA is almost completed, 
and the consultant is now finalizing 
permitting documents, plans, speci-
fications, and construction contract 
bidding documents. The estimated 
issuance for the Draft EA is Decem-

ber 2022. This document will be 
published for review and comment 
by the public. I will inform the com-
munity when the Draft EA is pub-
lished so that people can read and 
give input on the proposed project 
and the Draft EA analysis. After all 
public and agency comments are 
gathered, analyzed, and addressed, 
the consultant will prepare and 
publish a Final EA. DLNR says that 
they anticipate the Draft EA and 
Final EA will include a “Finding of 
No Significant Impact” or “FONSI” 
so that a more comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement will 
not be required. Once that Final EA 
is completed and permits secured, 
and construction bids analyzed and 
vendor selected, the estimated con-
struction start date is October 2023 

with completion estimated by April 
2024. All these dates are subject to 
change depending on approvals of 
environmental documents and per-
mits. As the project moves forward, 
I will keep you informed through 
this regular column in the Kohala 
Mountain News as well as my 
e-newsletter. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to 
serve as your State Representa-
tive. I am grateful to be able to do 
this meaningful work. Getting your 
advice and input helps me do a 
better job. So, please contact me 
anytime by email at reptarnas@cap-
itol.hawaii.gov or telephone at 808-
586-8510. You can also subscribe 
to my e-newsletter and access all 
previous issues of the newsletter at 
bitly.com/reptarnas-signup.

MAHALO NUI LOA!
It has been a tremendous honor 

to represent you, the outstanding 
residents of the District of Kohala, 

as your County Councilman for the 
past six years. Your support over 
the years has been phenomenal! 

We all are fortunate to call this 
beautiful place home! Kohala is 
near and dear to my heart and will 
always be home for me. I am for-
tunate to call you all my neighbors 
and friends striving for the same 
result, to protect and provide for 
beautiful Kohala and those who call 
it home.

Over the years it was critical for 
me to build bridges and networks 
with many of you, as well as profes-
sional working relationships with 
those who had an ability to support 
our district and its needs. 

Although some matters could 
not be accomplished as we all 
had hoped, they were strongly 
addressed and brought to the atten-
tion of those with the power to 
effectuate the change we sought. 
Therein the seed was planted; some 
are still sprouting, while others may 
take much more watering to bring 
them to fruition. 

I am hopeful that your incom-
ing Council Member will be able 
to water those seeds and help them 

grow. 
You have always heard me say 

that good information makes for 
good decisions. 

Being able to listen to your con-
cerns, obtain the good information 
from you to facilitate efforts for 
potential results, and find solu-
tions altogether is what separates 
Kohala from the rest of the world. 
You have provided me with good 
information throughout the years, 
and you have been eager to listen 
to and understand the various deci-
sions and positions necessary for 
our community.

 It has always been my position 
to keep my eye on the end game, 
looking at issues from the broader 
perspective in serving Kohala and 
the County of Hawai‘i. 

The community of Kohala is 
a special place with outstanding 
residents that simply want to make 
Kohala the best place to live, work 
and play. 

It is all about you and should 
always be! 

I mahalo each of you for allow-
ing me to represent you, the beauti-
ful people of Kohala! 

By Jesse Lucas
Hau`oli Lā Heleuī! Who is 

ready to go out at night in search 
of kanakē (candy)? Or perhaps 
just hele wāwae (walk) around 
and admire the nā po`oki`i (jack-
o-lanterns)? 

Please beware of nā `ele`ele 
pōpoki (black cats), nā kino iwi 
(skeletons), and nā lapu (ghosts)! 
Whatʻs that? Did anyone else hear 
that `alalā (scream?) 

Be careful out there friends 
and have fun! Oh, and maybe skip 
the hale ho`opahulu (haunted 
house). 

I also just want to share my 
sincere gratitude to the folks of 
Ainakea subdivision who make 
each and every Halloween in 
Kohala a fun, safe, and memora-
ble one for our keiki. 

ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi 
for ʻOkakopa 

(October)

Hau`oli Lā Heleuī! 
(Happy Halloween!)
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See Fun , Page 8

     Meaning Behind the Name:
GrowFAAST is Fish Amino Acid Spirulina Tonic.

Fish Amino Acid, or FAA is derived from a Natural Farming Recipe
where fish is fermented with a sugar source for at least 3 months.

Creating a biologically available food source for plants!
GrowFAAST Liquid Plant Food is made from 4 key ingredients:

Fish Scraps from Big Island, Spirulina Powder from Kona, Brown
Sugar and EM or Effective Microorganisms

(These are naturally occurring organisms that increase the microbial diversity of
the soil ecosystem.)

 

Why This Product is Special:
GrowFAAST is derived from local ingredients and it’s alive! The

bio-availability is what makes this product unique. When applying
GrowFAAST to your garden you are introducing millions of

beneficial microbes that work to break down organic matter into
nutrients your plants can readily uptake. The Fish Amino Acid

alone is loaded with Nitrogen, Calcium, Iron and more, but when
we add the Spirulina it really turns into a complete plant food.
Spirulina contains healthy amounts of magnesium, potassium,
manganese, and small amounts of almost every single nutrient

plants need to thrive!
 
 

Contact us: (808) 889-6808
Info@dragonheartfarm.com     
 www.dragonheartfarm.com

         @thedragonheartfarm

Dragon Heart Farm
Our Featured

Product
GrowFAAST

NEW Discounted Bulk Prices Available 
$35.00/ Gallon BYOB

$150.00/ 5 Gallons BYOB & $1.375.00/ 55 Gallons BYOB
 

NEW
Discounted 
Bulk Rates!!

 Meaning Behind the Name:
GrowFAAST is Fish Amino Acid Spirulina Tonic.

Fish Amino Acid, or FAA is derived from a Natural Farming recipe 
whereby fish is fermented with a sugar source for at least 3 

months, creating a biologically available food source for plants!
GrowFAAST Liquid Plant Food is made from 4 key ingredients: fish 
scraps from Big Island, spirulina powder from Kona, brown sugar 

and EM, or effective microorganisms.
(These are naturally occurring organisms that increase the microbial diversity of 

the soil ecosystem.)

Why This Product is Special:
GrowFAAST is derived from local ingredients and it’s alive! The 

bio-availability is what makes this product unique. When applying 
GrowFAAST to your garden, you are introducing millions of 

beneficial microbes that work to break down organic matter into 
nutrients your plants can readily uptake. The Fish Amino Acid 

alone is loaded with nitrogen, calcium, iron and more, but when 
we add the spirulina it really turns into a complete plant food. 

Spirulina contains healthy amounts of magnesium, potassium, 
manganese, and small amounts of almost every single nutrient 

plants need to thrive!

Contact us: (808) 889-6808
Info@dragonheartfarm.com    
 www.dragonheartfarm.com

@thedragonheartfarm

Dragon Heart Farm

Our Featured
Product

GrowFAAST
$18.99 / Qt  $50.00 / Gallon BYOB

Bulk Prices Available 
 

Join us for an evening of music, dance and 
performances with students and mentors.

Friday, November 25th
5:00PM to 8:00PM at the Kohala Village Inn HUB

For tickets, please contact Kathy Matsuda at Kohala Village Inn
 HUB 808-889-0404 ext.117. $10/person. Children under 12 free. 
$20 ticket comes with a bento box and a refreshing beverage.

Endowments, donations and endorsements are warmly welcomed 
and greatly accepted.Nostalgia Music Consortium Inc. Mahalo Nui Loa!

   Eat steak.
        See friends.
               Have fun.

Thursday nights
Please call 

for reservation
889-5555

By Jack Boyle 
Frank Cipriani’s Nostalgia Jazz 

Lab is getting their groove on. It’s 
now in its third year and moving 
ahead with a new home at Hoʻea 
makai – Kohala Wishing Well LLC 
– and expanding programs. Lead-
ing to their upcoming fundraising 
event in November we interviewed 
the students to get their own words. 
Foremost was Mateo Belmarez, the 
pianist who moved Frank to create 
the Nostalgic Music Consortium, a 
music conservatory where young 
Kohala musicians study jazz piano, 
voice, percussion, bass and techni-
cal production with professional 
mentors in each field.

Our conversation with Mateo 
began with asking him how he 

“The Most Fun Thing You Can Have in Your Life”

found the program, to which his 
response was, “He {Frank} found 
me.” Perhaps this was when the two 
were circling the baby grand Stein-
way piano, which had a temporary 
parking permit at the Kohala Art-
ists’ Cooperative in Kapaʻau in Jan-
uary 2020. Working with the Coop 
and NoKo Theater, with great com-
munity support from Cathy Mor-
gan-Standard, Jack Boyle, Brendan 
McDougal, Show Systems Hawaii, 
Laura La Grassi, most importantly, 
the parents and family of the young 
musicians, the Jazz Lab grew into a 
consortium of professional mentors 
and young students.

Asked about what it felt like 
playing with others in an ensemble 
for the first time, Mateo said, ”It is 

the most fun thing you can have 
in your life.” He has since assem-
bled his own family band with his 
mother, father and uncle (Jamie, 
Bradly and Brandon), with Russel 
Lundgren on percussion adding 
other local musicians. Mateo is well 
on his way to a life as a performing 
musician.

Next to share his experience 
was Kalei Webster, who took our 
call as he stepped out of a jazz club 
in Minnesota. He, too, met Frank 
through sitting on electric guitar 
with Mateo’s group one Saturday at 
the open market, playing “Manha 
de Carnival” from Nostalgia’s song 
list. When asked where he sees his 
music going, he responded,

“I want to record my album. 

I’ve been gigging the last couple 
of years and between my guitar 
playing and singing I just want to 
make a piece of art that I can be 
proud of and then I can go on from 
there. I’m not trained personally in 
studio recording but know how to 
lay down tracks. What I’d like to do 
is get together with a nice producer 
who can help me shape the vision 
of what I want. It’s a whole other 
world of production and sound 
engineering; it would take me for-
ever to learn. In order to get some-
thing, I’m proud that I feel like I’d 
like some help.” Frank reminded 
him Brendan McDougal, the Con-
sortium’s technical producer, has 
a history of recording and “tech-

Kulani Paulo. Credit: Frank Cipriani Nostalgia Jazz Lab Founding Members, 2020-2022. Credit: Jamie Belmarez
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"Feeling run down? "Not yourself?"  
Consider one of our many 
vitamin/mineral cocktails.

Formulated to be administered into your vein.
Used to treat physical and mental health issues.

100% absorbed.
Feel better after one to a few treatments.

Call today (808) 498-4018

wizardry.”  Our next conversation 
was with Joaquim Souza, a young 
bass player from Honoka`a who 
comes to the consortium with his 
niece Kulani, a blossoming vocalist. 
When he spoke about why he came 
to Kohala learn jazz standards with 
the others he said, “I just wanted to 
improve my hobbies, learn a little 
more and get past that step of being 
a beginner.” When asked about how 
Frank’s encouragement or support 
from the other musicians affected 
him, he said, “It made me want 
to explore other kinds of music. 
Percussion, I may want to do that 
someday. I like playing with people 
when we’re all on the same page.”

Regarding eight-year-old Kulani 
Paulo, Frank says, “She has the 
potential of becoming an accom-
plished vocalist. She needs encour-
agement to overcome her shyness 

and build confidence in her singing 
voice. Vocal coaching is available to 
her with our mentoring program. 
She has instinctive near-perfect 
pitch and shows an ability to mem-
orize song lyrics. She should be 
encouraged to continue her NMC 
Scholarship Program and become 
a lead singer with the NMC Jazz 
Group!” When she expressed feel-
ing a little shy, she was asked if she 
would like to sing with others, as 
that might make her less nervous, 
she said, ”…maybe.” We could hear 
the fun in her voice, playing with 
Uncle Frank.

To see Kalae Nicholson’s cool 
jazz demeanor as he leans over his 
drum set is a moment where past 
meets future in the present. Like 
everyone else in the Jazz Lab, he 
is encouraged to develop his own 
style. He told us, “My mom told 

By Maya Parish 
Kohala Food Hub is excited to 

share that we are now accepting 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program) benefits via 
EBT (Electronic Benefits Transfer)! 
SNAP benefits can be used to shop 
online for locally grown produce 
and other SNAP-eligible, locally 
raised and made products, includ-
ing eggs, cheese, butter, bread, 
pesto and many more. SNAP bene-
fits can also be used as payment for 
our Farm Fresh Food subscription, 
a CSA-style weekly bag of rotating, 
freshly harvested local fruits and 
vegetables. 

Food grown right here in Kohala 
that isn’t flown, shipped or even 
trucked here, especially food grown 
using natural and organic methods, 
is significantly more nutrient dense 
than “conventionally” grown food 

Kohala Food Hub Accepts 
SNAP via EBT

from far away. It’s much healthier 
for your body and the natural envi-
ronment. Choosing to eat this way 
also helps support our local farmers 
and keeps money circulating in our 
local economy. 

It is estimated that we import 
85–95 percent of our food in 
Hawai’i. Alongside our local farm-
ers and value-added producers, 
other food hubs, and local food 
businesses and markets across the 
state, Kohala Food Hub is doing 
what we can to contribute to reduc-
ing that percentage. We warmly 
invite you to join us! 

To shop our online farmers 
market or sign up for a subscrip-
tion with Kohala Food Hub, visit: 
tinyurl.com/shopKFH. 

Questions? Email manager@
kohalafoodhub.com or call/text 
(808) 896-3179.

Frank about my playing drums; he 
heard me play and now I’m in the 
Jazz Lab.” Asked about the many 
instruments he’s had his hands on 
he said, “I’m studying everything.”

The ability and art of inspiration 
is one of Frank Cipriani’s greatest 
gifts, which he freely shares with 
North Kohala. It grew out of his 
lifetime love of music, dance and 
community. An accolade Mateo 
gave to Frank as mentor, perhaps 
the greatest compliment to any 
music teacher was, “Before Frank’s 

instructions, I never sang. Now I 
sing all the time.” 

NMC, Inc. is seeking to partner 
with a Hawai’i based philanthropic 
organization, a “perfect fit” mentor 
and consort, to contribute a gener-
ous endowment plan, resources, 
and support to fully develop Nos-
talgia Music Consortium’s program 
planning. 

Tickets for the November fund-
raiser are available through Kathy 
Matsuda at Kohala Village HUB at 
(808)-889-0404 ext. 117.

Kalei Webster. Credit: Frank 
Cipriani

Joachim Souza. Credit: Frank 
Cipriani

Fun , continued from Page 8
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Honokaˊa
45-549 Plumeria Street
808-775-7204

Kohala
53-3925 Akoni Pule Hwy
808-889-6236

Laupāhoehoe
25-2065 Mamalahoa Hwy
808-747-6480

Waimea
65-1190 Mamalahoa Hwy
808-887-6460

Brick by Brick
You can be a part of history and leave a lifelong 

legacy while supporting the restoration of 
the Bond Library building by purchasing a 

commemorative brick. Please go to  
www.engravedbricks.com/campaign/KHC 

where you can preview, order and pay online 
or call Kay Kammerzell at 808-746-4823 

for more info.

NAKAHARA STORENAKAHARA STORE

(808) 889-6449  | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm  Sun: 8am-3pm
Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree

Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts
HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP, & MAUI ONION SALSA

By Christine Richardson
Almost one year ago, we pub-

lished our first article about the 
Bond Library project finally receiv-
ing a lease to restore the building. 
In that year, much has been accom-
plished. The all-volunteer team 
has worked hard to submit all the 
requirements for repair permits and 
a new septic variance, passed our 
review with the Hawaiʻi Cultural 
Resource Commission, determined 
hundreds of details regarding the 
historically correct improvements 
and repairs needed, and raised 
almost $700,000! 

Hazardous material removal 
work will be starting in late Octo-
ber, and we are crossing our fingers 
that work will begin in November. 
We are so eager to get started but 
must wait for the County permits to 
be issued. The total cost for repairs 
is just over $1 million and we are 
confident we will reach this goal.

Speaking of fundraising, have 
you bought your brick yet? 

The Bond Library Restoration 
project team has been working hard 
to get the word out about a mean-
ingful way for the community to 
support the restoration of the his-
toric and beloved Bond Library 

Work on Bond Library to Begin Soon

Bond Library in Kapaʻau, 1934. (Reprinted with permission from Bishop 
Museum)

Building: buy an engraved com-
memorative brick in your family or 
business name, or just any message 
of Aloha. (Please see our ad in this 
issue.)

As part of our restoration work, 
we will be installing commemora-
tive engraved bricks in our front 
entry walkway from the road to the 
front door. We welcome everyone – 
families, businesses, organizations 
– in our efforts to preserve this his-
torical landmark in our community. 
Purchase a brick and becoming a 
part of the legacy. 

So far, we have sold over 150 
bricks and have room for more. 
There is no deadline yet, but we 
believe we will have a cut-off date 
sometime in the New Year. 

We want everyone to partici-
pate in this wonderful opportunity 
to leave a legacy, so get your order 
in now! It is important to note that 
if you have a cultural or personal 
concern about a family name on 
the walkway, please reach out to 
us about alternative ways to dis-
play your brick off the walkway. To 
purchase a brick, just go to: www.
engravedbricks.com/campaign/
KHC, where you can preview your 
brick and pay online. Or call Kay 

Kammerzell at 808-746-4823 for 
order forms and mailing address. 
Look for our table at the farmers 
markets and Takata Store for forms, 
sample bricks and more info.

Don’t want to purchase a brick 
but want to help? Your tax-deduct-
ible donation will be gratefully 
received by the North Kohala Com-
munity Resource Center (NKCRC), 
P.O. Box 519, Hawi, HI 96719. 
(Please be sure to designate the 
Bond Library on your check.) You 
may also go to www.northkohala.
org and donate to the Bond Library 
project online.

With your support, the long-
awaited restoration of the beloved 
Bond Memorial Library building 
in Kapaʻau is becoming a reality. 
When completed, there will be dis-
plays and programming in place 
for a permanent heritage center. 

The Kohala Heritage Center (KHC) 
will be a repository for artifacts; his-
torical documents; photos, books, 
art and other visual experiences; as 
well as serving as a gathering place. 
Here, both youth and kūpuna vol-
unteers will share their knowledge 
and respect for Kohala’s rich his-
tory with both residents and visitors 
alike. The Heritage Center will be 
utilized as a meeting place for local 
nonprofits, school groups, clubs 
and other small group gatherings. 
KHC will help to bring together the 
many ethnicities that make up the 
rich tapestry of North Kohala.

For more info on the restoration 
effort, please send us an email at 
bondlibraryrestoration@gmail.com 
or leave a message at 808-889-0169 
with ideas or ways to help us reach 
this important milestone. We would 
love to hear from you.

By Kathy Matsuda
October was Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month. A group of us 
here in Kohala want to encourage 
women to get their annual mam-
mogram. We honored survivors 

Breast Cancer Awareness in Kohala

Left to right: Kay Kammerzell, Annalene Williams, Kathy Matsuda and 
Tiana Miyamoto honored those who have suffered from breast cancer. 

Both Kay and Kathy are survivors. Credit: Kimi Vakauta

and those who passed due to breast 
cancer with a candle lighting cere-
mony and prayer. If you would like 
to start a support group, please con-
tact Kathy at Kohala Village Hub at 
(808) 889-0404 Ext. 117.
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JEWELRY and FINE CRAFTS

11-4:00 Tues-Sun

Jewelry
Pottery 
Books
Art 
Toys

808.889.0760 Hawi, Hawaii
elements@elementsjewelryandcrafts.com

Lawn Maintenance 
Landscape Maintenance 

Landscape Design & Install 
Green Waste Removal 

Trucking Excavation 
Road Work  
Land Clearing 
Nursery  
Chipping 

808-430-8198

Licensed Contractors CT-35671 
Certified ISA Arborist - Brandon Belmarez WE-12585A

Irrigation 
Fencing 

Carpentry 
Tree Service 

aikanenursery.com

55-3472 Akoni Pule Hwy.   Nursery Open - Mon-Fri 9am-3pm, Sat 9am-1pm

By Karolina Maria Garrett
Over in the kitchen, a few feet 

from the comfy sofa, I can smell 
baking apple pie. As the holidays 
are nearing, exquisite and shared 
foods can be a year-ending reward. 
Why not choose the ono zone of 
food prep done for you? Is pie crust 
friend or foe? 

Types of flour, temperature of 
water added, and shortening that 
lends flavor and texture can take 
work. Sometimes the crust rolls 
out evenly from its original chunk 
of dough if the rolling pin stays 
adept and if the pie crust does not 
crumble. Prep a few apple slices, 
give a hefty sprinkling of sugar, cin-
namon, and then in the oven. Did 
you remember that consummate 
baker’s ingredient—butter? 

Another choice is to select from 
pear, peach, apple, or coconut pie 
that Holy’s Bakery in Kapaʻau has 
distributed to a grocery freezer near 
you—Nakahara, Takata, Arakaki 
and other locales in the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

Returning I am from placing the 
apple pie on the kitchen counter, 
that pie aroma still infusing the air, 
melted butter visible after having 
soaked into the crunchy crust that 
encases chunks of tart apple and 
cinnamon spice. Research for this 
article needs thoroughness so I also 
bake a coconut pie. Quickly I go 
to fill one large spoon with grated 

Holy Generation Pie!

coconut nestled in da kine pie fill-
ing—not too sweet, either. Pie left-
overs go to a neighbor’s place as, 
turns out, too much pie is a thang. 
But I do have one Holy’s Bakery ube 
coconut pie in the freezer for the 
next culinary adventure.

Sourcing pie crust ingredients 
during the Covid pandemic seemed 
impossible, yet Jana Kaholoa`a 
found a way and measured the 
challenge to operate Holy’s Bakery 
as an inheritance her great grandfa-
ther Yoshio Hori (on mother’s side) 
kept beckoning. Sometimes in her 

dreams. 
Jana’s sweet entrepreneurship 

began January 2021, after having 
worked as a realtor for 25 years. 
Weekly she and her crew began 
making 1,500 to 2,000 pies. On her 
leadership, she concludes, “not 
even work, a family thing.” 

She chuckles softly while point-
ing in a storage room: “When I 
was small, I could just sleep on a 
flour bag for the night.” When she 
woke up, an early baker’s morning, 
Yoshio’s son (Jana’s grandfather), 
Yasuo, had made her homemade 

cinnamon bread for breakfast. Jana 
carries Holy’s Bakery into a fourth 
generation.

On a tour through Holy’s 
Bakery, it’s easy to spot a metal con-
traption covered in a baker’s apron 
cloth. For my quizzical look, Jana 
responds: “pie crust maker.” Rolling 
the machine—no electronics to be 
found on this 1930s model—takes 
navigation as 80 pounds or so are in 
motion. Arriving to the main floor 
of the bakery, I lever the pie crust 
handle while Jana places a pie tin. 
What determination Yoshio and the 
family lineage had to create baked 
goods with such basic mechanical 
assistance.  

Today a sparkly automated 
machine crimps the pie crust sides 
and “roller pins” the sheets. In fall 
2022, Jana made the purchase at a 
Las Vegas Bakery Convention that 
she and her family (including her 
grown keiki) attended. Traveling, 
too, was Holy’s Bakery’s pie saint 
Margaret Hori, one of Yoshio’s 
daughters, known as Mugs. Every-
one wore t-shirts portraying Mugs’ 
photo above the caption, “The heart 
and mind behind the pie.” At 92 
years old, she continues to offer pie 
feedback. The butter invention of 
seven pats of butter underneath the 
pie filling and then seven on top, 
was hers, yet now she lives retired 
in a house next door to the Kapaʻau 

Holy’s Bakery’s Margaret Hori and Jana Kaholoa`a stand by new and old 
pie crust makers. Credit: Karolina Maria Garrett

See Holy , Page 11
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See Fire, Page 12

Now Open 
in The Nanbu Building, Kapa'au

Jana Kaholoa'a
REALTOR® Broker | RB-21500

808.895.1045
Jana@BetterIslandLifestyle.com

 Donald F Watson 
 REALTOR® Broker | RB-18770

808.987.0574  
Don@BetterIslandlifestyle.com

Long time Kohala 
Residents working 
for our community

ISLAND
LIFESTYLE

Independently owned and operated

Community Resource Hub
& Online Marketplace

kohalakupaa.com
Visit our website for 
stories about Kohala, 
community resources 

as well as our 
online marketplace

In partnership with Vibrant Hawaiʻi

 K
OHALA KŪPA A

 

bakery. 
Her parents centered their lives 

on Holy’s Bakery. Yoshio and his 
wife, Miyako Yanagida, had eight 
children – six sons and two daugh-
ters. Many in the Hori family, over 
the decades, stayed with baking at 
Holy’s Bakery, later starting their 
own businesses. What we render 
as dessert luxury today (having 
an oven to bake, having wealth to 
purchase pie) began as one fam-
ily’s ingenuity for family prosper-
ity, especially during WWII when 
pastries, breads, and more sold to 
soldiers and business dwellers, as 
in foot traffic on Akoni Pule (then 
Kohala’s civic center), or those stay-
ing at the Nanbu Hotel adjacent to 
Holy’s Bakery (Yoshio’s uncle was 
the building owner). 

Yoshio relied on an inventive 
metal box heated by kerosene as 
the original Holy’s Bakery oven. 
Advancing next to a small wall 
oven—maybe five by four feet —

he stands in one photo, beaming 
while cradling hamburger buns 
on a baking wood paddle. Next, a 
15-feet-tall by 50-feet-wide model 
arrived. Gas flames kept that oven 
lit for several decades. Recently, 
Jana purchased the next generation 
oven and ponders which 100-foot 
wall is best for future facing. Jana’s 
eyes light up when she pictures, 
starting in 2023, baking pumpkin 
and custard pie for seasonal holi-
days. 

This year 15,000 pies are on 
the baking schedule. But numbers 
never supersede Holy’s Bakery’s 
vision— staying focused on home-
made bakery goods. When the 
automated pie crust machine fin-
ishes, a random crust trim might 
need whittling here or there. One 
of the bakers follows through. Each 
pie receives a baker’s blessing as 
one thin brushing of evaporated 
milk covers the top crust to keep an 
even browning. 

Language accents are tricky and 
so when Jana’s great grandfather 
Yoshio, raised in Japan until a teen-
ager and then spending his adult 
years in Kapaʻau, pronounced the 
letter “r”, what was heard was the 
letter “l”. Hori’s Bakery became 
Holy’s Bakery via serendipity, and 
the name remained a blessing. Jana 
Kaholoa`a exudes how baked goods 
are not pie in the sky but edible evi-
dence of a generous baking deity. 
The four generations of Hori family 
lineage motivate her on keeping her 
bakers attuned to the conscientious 
homemade details.

A rolling pin from Yoshio Hori’s era 
is still actively used in pie prep. 
Credit: Karolina Maria Garrett

By Melisa Hicks
New Exhibition “Playing with 

Fire” by Ocean Raku Pottery will 
be at the Kohala Artists’ Coopera-
tive in Kapaʻau from November 5 
through 30. Hours are 12–5 p.m.

Playing with Fire Exhibit will 
feature ceramic art created using 
alternative firing techniques includ-
ing Raku, Naked Raku, Horsehair 
and Saggar firing. Raku ceramics 
originated in Japan over 4s00 years 
ago. Western Raku came to Amer-
ica in the 1960s. The spirit of Raku 
embraces the four elements – earth, 

Playing with Fire

fire, water and air – to create unique 
art objects with a flair of unpredict-
ability.

Clay is formed by hand or wheel-
thrown. It is fired in electric kiln for 
eight hours to harden it. Next, it is 
glazed and fired in a propane Raku 
kiln to 1,850 degrees Fahrenheit. At 
this point the pieces are carefully 
removed from the kiln and placed 
in a reduction chamber with com-
bustibles. The hot piece catches the 
combustibles on fire, creating fire 
and smoke. When cooled, the con-

Art of Melisa Hicks and Mark Somers. Credit: Melisa Hicks
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Weekly Events in  NOVEMBER 2022
DAY START END EVENT VENUE CONTACT

m-s 7am 8am AA DAWN PATROL ZOOM 889-5675

M-S 8:30AM narcotics anonymous rainbow cafe

m-f 7:30am Hatha yoga class call for location 333-8275

MON 9am Senior Club @ CIVIC CENTER kohalaseniors@gmail.com

10am 3pm big island substance abuse 
council

the hub 969-9994
x860

10:30AM 11:30AM FREE PCR TESTING HAMAKUA KOHALA 
HEALTH

930-2751

al anon meetings on zoom https://www.al-anonhawaii.
org/meeting-schedules

TUE 8AM 9am NARCOTICs ANONYMOUS kamehameha park near skate park 
805-452-9501

8AM 9AM Tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

4:30pm 6pm belly dance fitness call for location 238-6111

5:30PM 7PM PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

6pm 7pm free rmd taiko classes walker hall 895-2025

wed 12pm 3pm thrift shop st augustine's 889-5390

2pm 4pm open guided art studio Artists' co-op 783-1158

3:30 pm 4:30pm RMD TAIKO CLASSES (not 1st wed) HUB HALE 889-0404 
ext. 104

4:30PM KOHALA CARES FOOD DRIVE HUB PARKING LOT ALOHAPETER 
@YAHOO.COM

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm spiritual healing service 54-3876 Akoni Pule Ste 4 989-5995

7PM Alcoholics Anonymous Wylie Hall, ‘Iole 889-6703

THU 8am 5pm community harvest dragon heart farm

9AM 10:15PM Healing Circle for addicts Nani's Garden 805-452-
9501

4pm 6pm thrift shop st augustine's 889-5390

5:30pm 7pm PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8PM Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

FRI 8am Narcotics anonymous meeting Wiley Hall 
on Iole

805-452-
9501

8am 9am tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

10am 3pm big island substance abuse 
council

the hub 969-9994
x860

SAT 8AM 12PM FARMERS MARKET THE HUB 313-338 
-7090

10AM 11PM free golf lessons north kohala 
golf park

kohalagolf@
gmail.com

Sun 6pm 7pm Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm 8pm RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING hub barn 805-452-9501

Fire continued from Page 11

Proudly serving North Kohala for over 13 years
Coveniently located next to Kapa'au Pharmacy

Call 808-657-4722
BodyPro is a Covid-19 Compliant Facility

where your Safety is our Priority
www.BodyProTherapy.com

Your North Kohala Neighbor 
& Real Estate Expert

Aloha Neighbor, 
Fall is here and if this is your season to relocate and 

elevate your Big Island lifestyle, I’d be honored to 
guide you throughout your real estate journey.

Richard Kirwin Johnson
REALTOR® | RS-80219
(808) 987-3304
richard.johnson@islandproperties.com

MY RECENT SALES

RESIDENTIAL

RESIDENTIAL

LAND 45.5 ACRES

LAND 3 ACRES

RB-22373

REP. SELLER

REP. BUYER

REP. SELLER

REP. BUYER

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL ON MY 
EXPERTISE TO HELP YOU LOCATE 
THE PLACE OF YOUR DREAMS.

HAWI |  KAPAAU |  HALAULA |  KOHALA

68-378 ELEELE ST.,
WAIKOLOA VILLAGE

11-3741-A ALA OHIA ST., 
VOLCANO

59-139 KOHALA MOUNTAIN 
ROAD, KAMUELA 

59-275 KANALOA DRIVE, 
KAMUELA 

tainer is opened to reveal the newly 
created work. It is always a surprise 
to reveal what’s inside.

Melisa Hicks and Mark Somers 
of Ocean Raku Pottery are Kohala 
residents who moved here from 
California in 2017. They are married 
and have been collaborating artists 
for over 20 years. They were both 
introduced to clay later in life. Mark 
is a golf professional at Mauna 
Lani and Melisa is a veterinarian 

and owner of Kapaʻau Veterinary 
Center. Despite having successful 
careers, they find time to pursue 
their creative endeavors. They have 
studied at La Meridiana Ceramica 
school in Italy, taken several work-
shops and classes and been men-
tored by many artists.

Opening reception for Playing 
with Fire will be Saturday, Novem-
ber 5, from 6–8 p.m. Come meet the 
artists and see the exhibit.

Clay piece in combustibles, part of the art of Raku. Credit: Melisa Hicks
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Gospel of Salvation Gospel of Salvation 
KohalaKohala

Kokoiki Road
Service:Service: Sunday 9:00 AM

Adult Bible Study: Adult Bible Study: Monday 7 PM
Prayer Meeting:Prayer Meeting: Friday 7 PM

Pastor Ilima Moiha
www. gos-kohala.org

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

Kohala 
Churches

Kohala Baptist Church

Please join us Sundays for Bible study  
at 9 AM  in the chapel and 

Worship at 10:30 AM outside
 under the Royal Poinciana tree

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church

Kalahikiola 
Congregational Church

Service every Sunday Morning at 9:30 
followed by pupus & fellowship

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30

Iole road off Akoni Pule Hwy. in 
Kapa’au 1/4 mile past the statue

www.kalahikiolacongregationalchurch.com

889-6703

Telephone   808-889-6436

Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church

Hawi, Hawai’i  •  The Welcoming Church
Masses: Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am

Rev Elias Escanilla

Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
KAPA’AU, NORTH KOHALA  

Join our in-person Sunday worship at
7:00 AM & 9:00 AM

FB livestream at 9:00 AM
Vicar Jennifer Masada presiding 

For more information: 889-5390
Thrift Shop: Wed 12 - 3 pm, Thu 4 - 6 pm

Face masks are required. Safe distancing.
www.staugustineskohala.com

Located at the bottom of  Hawi Rd.

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

 • 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
 •  Propane

CARTOW
KOHALA

889-1061

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM

On the right approx. one mile past the
Kohala Middle School In Halaula

Rev. Masanari Yamagishi 
798-2075

Sun, Nov. 20, 10 am temple service Sun, Nov. 20, 10 am temple service 
Bodhi Day at Kohala Hongwanji 

Dec. 4 with guest speaker Kealoha 
Sugiyama! Public is invited!

Great menu and 
courtyard seating

Plus delicious coffee 
and fresh baked goods
 Have your small party 

in the courtyard

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
7Am tO 2Pm 

ON thE highWAY iN DOWNtOWN KAPA’Au

889-5546

Pomaika’i 
Café

Open: 
Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30

Sat   9 - 3
889~5077889~5077

Hair SpectrumHair Spectrum
Family Salon

889-5613
rod@rodsrepair.com

Rod’s Repair
Factory Authorized Appliance Service
• Appliances and parts
• Ice makers
• Refrigeration
• Locksmith service

Hinokawa Electric LLC
Serving All of Your Electrical Needs

High Voltage SpecialistHigh Voltage Specialist

• Home stand-by generators
• Generac generators 
• Sales and repairs
• Alternate energy systems
• New homes and renovations
• Trouble calls

Service is Our BusinessService is Our Business
Aloa # 021349

License C-16154

 

Sunday	Worship	Service	10	AM	

Wednesday	Spiritual	Healing	Service	7	PM	

54-3876	Akoni	Pule	Hwy	(Kapaau	Vet	Bldg	behind	Akerman’s	Art	

Gallery;	So	of	L&L	BBQ’s	parking	lot)	Rev.	Lee	808-889-5505

Sundays:Sundays: 
Worship Service 10 AM10 AM

Wednesdays:Wednesdays: Spiritual 
Healing Service 7 PM7 PM

54-3876 Akoni Pule Hwy 
((over Kapa’au Veterinary Center)

Call Rev. Lee  808-989-5995
Ekau@protonmail.com

Hear an amazing Hawai’i retired 
detective, with expert investigative 
skills, give eye-witness accounts of 
Spiritual phenomena.  These fulfill 
Revelations 2:17 about our times & 

the future to come in this 
Aquarian age. Oct 5th (Wed) 6 PM Oct 5th (Wed) 6 PM

Did you know? 

The Kohala 
Mountain  

News 
is online at

kohalamountainnews.com

Now SEARCHABLE 
back to 2011

Cyclists competing in the IRONMAN World Championship triathlon head back toward Kona after the turnround 
in downtown Hāwī. The race came back to Hawai`i Island after a two-year Covid-induced hiatus. Credit: Tom 

Morse

Ironman Returns to Hawai`i
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Kohala 
Dental Center

Your health & safety 
have always been our 

top priorities.

 
● Safely providing all dental care
● Advanced infection controls
● Fully vaccinated staff
● Emergency appointments
● Welcoming new patients

 

Doing our part to keep 
Kohala healthy!

Call us today 
to request an appointment

889-6277

HALLOW EEN 
AT  T HE HU B

MONDAY, OCTOBER 31MONDAY, OCTOBER 31
4:30PM - 6:30PM4:30PM - 6:30PM

KOHALA VILLAGE HUB MURALKOHALA VILLAGE HUB MURAL

TRICK OR TREAT BOOTHS
Food & Drinks available for purchase 

from BKHKreations and Chubby's

By Joy Fisher 
Hawaii Writers Guild has 

released the Fall 2022 issue of 
“Member News,” its twice-
yearly publication about the 
achievements of its members. 

“The Guild is proud of its 
members and their accomplish-
ments and takes time twice a 
year to celebrate them,” said Joy 
Fisher, one of the co-editors of 
the publication. 

The online magazine has fea-
ture stories, columns, profiles of 
new members and news about 
new publications by members.

One of the featured stories in 
the new issue traces the gradual 
return to in-person readings 
by our members after the two-
year shutdown, resulting from 
County restrictions on public 
meetings because of COVID-19. 

 “When our in-person read-

Hawaii Writers Guild Announces the 
Fall 2022 Issue of “Member News”

ings got shut down, it was lead-
ership from our North Kohala 
members who helped us adapt 
our activities to online events,” 
Fisher said. 

“And it was the Earth Day 
Celebration, held at the Kohala 
Artists’ Co-operative in North 
Kohala in April of this year, that 
marked a return to public events, 
including in-person readings by 
writers, which included three 
of our members from North 
Kohala,” she added. 

The Fall 2022 issue of 
“Member News” can be accessed 
by the public by going to the 
Hawaii Writers Guild website, 
then accessing the Guild News 
dropdown menu and clicking 
on Member News Three or by 
typing in www.hawaiiwriters-
guild.com/member-news-three.
html.  By Lani Bowman

This past summer during 
open ocean swim race season, 
Sophia Will participated in the 
Triple Crown: three races, each 
one a mile long in open-ocean 
conditions. The first is held at 
Anaeho`omalu Bay, the second 
at Hāpuna Beach and the third 
at the Kailua Pier. 

While she did not place at the 
Anaeho`omalu  swim, she took 
second and first at the two other 
races. With those combined 
times, she had won the Triple 
Crown for her age division. 
Congratulations Sophia!

Kohala Swimmers Lani 
Bowman, Raymond Pajek and 
Jamie Brooks participated in 
the Annual 51.2 Waikiki Rough 
Water Swim on Labor Day. This 
grueling 2.4-mile event tests 
even the best swimmer’s skills. 

Kohala Swimmers Bring Home 
Honors

Starting at San Souci Beach, par-
ticipants swim the entire length 
of Waikiki, fighting currents – 
and occasionally each other – as 
700 swimmers make their way 
to the finish line at the Hilton 
Rainbow Tower.  Congratula-
tions to Lani for placing third in 
her age category! 

Again in September, Kohala 
Swimmers Sophia Wilt, Lani 
Bowman, Raymond Pajek and 
Jamie Brooks participated in the 
Kukio Blue Water Swim.  The 
1.2-mile race starts at Kua Bay 
and ends at Kukio. 

Both Lani and Sophia placed 
first in their age divisions. Ray-
mond placed third in his divi-
sion. 

These swimmers want to 
encourage others to “take the 
plunge” and start swimming for 
fun and fitness! 

The Kohala Swimmers and a young friend: Lani Bowman, Jamie Brooks, 
Raymond Pajek, Helen Levine and Sofia Will. Credit: Marian Tompkins
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NOVEMBER MONTHLY CALENDAR OCTOBER 2022

Email monthly calendar listings to:  kohalacalendar@gmail.com
To Advertise In 

The Kohala 
Mountain 

News 
Call Tom 

(808) 345 0706

Ask us for
Free Home
Valuations!

Heidi Hernandez RS-23485
Owner & Principal Broker

55-3412 Akoni Pule Hwy • Hawi, HI

( 8 0 8 ) 8 8 9 - 5 1 8 1

RB-23657

www.KohalaPacificRealty.com

Kim Flitcraft RS-83443 Anne Meyer RS-84156

Chris Helmuth RB-20690Arnie Klaus RS-85463

J. Lorenzo Construction
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time

• Residential, commercial,
  industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432
lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

• 35 years of experience 
  with projects done all
  over Kohala

date DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

11/2 WED 10:00 AM 10:45 AM Storytime Stories, songs, and activities! For keiki 5 and under. North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/2 WED 2:00 PM 3:00 PM LEGO club Kids can get creative with Legos! North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/2 WED 4:00 PM 7:00 PM KOHALA NIGHT MARKET VENDORS & ENTERTAINMENT HUB MURAL

11/2 WED 4:30 PM NKCDP Kohala Community Access Group THE HUB imuakohala@gmail.com

11/2 WED 7:00 PM Temple of Spiritual Healing Grief support group 54-3876 Akoni Pule Ste 4 989-5995

11/4 FRI 3:00 PM OLENA GALLERY GRAND OPENING 55-498 HAWI RD

11/5 Sat 8:00 AM 1:00 PM Kohala Community Farmer’s Market Kamehameha Park 225-3666

11/7 MON 5:00 PM 6:30 PM Chess Club Beginners and veteran players welcome! North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/8 TUE 6:00 PM Hawaii Farmers Union United facebook.com/KohalaChapterHFUU/ The Hub kohala.hfuu@gmail.
com

11/9 WED 10:00 AM 10:45 AM Storytime Stories, songs, and activities! For keiki 5 and under. North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/10 THU 2:30 PM 3:30 PM Sign Language Class Exact English and ASL. Classes held on the second 
and fourth Thursday of each month. 

North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/14 MON 2:30 PM 3:30 PM Algebra Tutor Need help with homework or want to brush up on 
math skills? A tutor can help!

North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/15 TUE 11:00 AM 12:00 AM Book Club Join the discussion of Satanic Verses and Joseph 
Anton by Salman Rushdie.

North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/16 WED 10:00 AM 10:45 AM Storytime Stories, songs, and activities! For keiki 5 and under. North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/16 WED 2:00 PM 3:00 PM LEGO club Kids can get creative with Legos! North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/16 WED 5:00 PM NKCDP Parks, Water Roads Group MEETING Intergenerational Center imuakohala@gmail.com

11/17 THU 9:00 AM 11:00 AM Sacred Heart Food Basket Sacred Heart Catholic Church 889-5115

11/19 Sat 8:00 AM 1:00 PM Kohala Community Farmer’s Market Kamehameha Park 225-3666

11/21 MON 5:30 PM 6:30 PM Greeting Card Craft Join us for a famly craft night as we create greeting 
cards using recycled books! All materials provided. 

North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/23 WED 10:00 AM 10:45 AM Storytime Stories, songs, and activities! For keiki 5 and under. North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/25 FRI 5:00 PM 8:00 PM Nostalgia Music Consortium Inc. Join us for an evening of music, dance and
performances with students and mentors

HUB BARN 889-0404 ext.117. 

11/28 MON 2:30 PM 3:30 PM Algebra Tutor Need help with homework or want to brush up on 
math skills? A tutor can help!

North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/30 WED 10:00 AM 10:45 AM Storytime Stories, songs, and activities! For keiki 5 and under. North Kohala Public Library 808-889-6655

11/30 WED 3:30 PM NKCDP Utilities Group MEETING Intergenerational Center imuakohala@gmail.com

11/30 wed 4:00 PM Restorative Yoga Therapy class With Carla Orellana - BY request CALL FOR LOCATION 238-6111

11/30 WED 5:00 PM NKCDP Advisory Group MEETING Intergenerational Center imuakohala@gmail.com
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OPEN 
MON TO SAT 8AM - 7PM 

SUNDAY 8AM - 1PM

HOT DEALS FOR 
11/02/22 - 11/15/22

“Always leave with a Smile”

FF PORT 
SAUSAGE 

12 OZ

$4.89
$7.79

AMANO 
CRABMEAT

 10 OZ 

$3.39 
$4.89

SPAM 
LUNCHEON MT 

12 OZ 

$2.99 
$4.59

CHIPS
 AHOY 

7-13 OZ 

2/$6 
$5.99

STAR OLIVE OIL 
XV/LIGHT 
16.9OZ 

$5.49 
$11.19

BAYS ENGLISH 
MUFFINS 

6CT 

$3.69 
$5.49

TYSON B/S 
CHIX THIGHS 

40 OZ 

$6.99 
$11.39

CLOVERDALE 
BACON 
16 OZ 

$6.89 
$10.59

HALEAKALA 
ICE TEA 
GALLON 

$4.99 
$6.69

ALOHA MAID 
JUICES 24 PACK 

WRAPPED 

$12.99 
$16.99

Kohala High School Girls 
Volleyball team came back 
from a winless season last year 
and advanced to the BIIF (Big 
Island Interscholastic Federa-
tion) Division II Hawaii State 
Championship Playoffs. 

Their first game was against 
the top-seed Konawaena, 
which ended with Konawaena 
continuing their undefeated 

KHS Girls Volleyball in State Playoffs

status with a win. The Wild-
cats ultimately took the BIIF 
Championship. A subsequent 
Cowgirl loss to Kaʻu ended the 
season with the team coming 
in fourth place. Well done on 
your accomplishment, Cow-
girls!

The team is coached by 
Chyler Imai, Head Coach and 
Gary Romero, Assistant Coach.

The Kohala High School 2022-2023 Girls Volleyball Team.
Left to right: Kailani Valenzuela Conte, Camille Fuertes, Jayline Salvador, 
Sydnie Marquez, Tatiana Sugse, Savannah Kupkaa, Liana Pine-Ramos 

and Mahea Pang.
Missing: Maile Karratti and Terongomau Kawe. Photo courtesy: Kohala 

High School

Freshman Tatiana Sugse stretches over the net for the ball. Credit: Nate 
Cariaga


