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ClimbHI Recognizes Leading Hawai‘i
Schools, Educators and Businesses

Protecting Kohala Mountain
Forest and Watershed

Hawai‘i schools, educators and businesses were honored at the firstannual ClimbHI Bridge Awards Brunch on Oct. 11, 2022, at the Prince
Waikiki.
Left to right: Fern White, West Hawai‘i Complex Area Career and
Technical Education District Resource Teacher; Maurea Walsh,
James Campbell High School, both honored as 2022 ClimbHI Bridge
Outstanding Educators; with Julie Morikawa, President of ClimbHI.
(Courtesy ClimbHI)

What difference can a fence make? Fenced in 2004, Kilohana stream unit
neighboring ‘Eke has thrived under pig-free conditions as indicated by the
abundance of native plants covering the ground, such as ʻamaʻu, maile
and hāpuʻu. (Mahina Patterson)

Awards Brunch in October at the
Prince Waikiki. Fern White, West
Hawai‘i Complex Area Career
and Technical Education District
Resource Teacher, was among the
educators honored.

Broadband Comes Big Time to
Kohala

art “fioptics,” as they call it. Also,
because Kohala is one of the favorite places of the man in charge.
“We’ve known since COVID
that rural areas have felt the greatest need for broadband,” said
Jason Thune, Vice President of
Fiber Strategy and Deployment,
who is spearheading Hawaiian
Telcom’s statewide fiber expansion.
“We want to level the playing field in technology located in
schools, the medical field and personal connections in families,” he
said in an interview.
It also helps that a federal grant
is taking care of 10 percent of the
cost of installation in rural areas.
See Broadband, Page 2
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By Toni Withington
Have you seen the big white
trucks and workers stringing new
wire on our highway poles? It’s
fiber optics coming to Kohala,
one of several selected rural areas
chosen by Hawaiian Telcom to get
the latest, fastest telecommunication access.
When that new wire is strung
by your house, you can get phone,
internet and television at a quality
up to 10 times higher than many
places on Oʻahu and up to seven
times faster than cable company
streaming.
Why Kohala? Because Hawaiian Telcom decided to put
Hawaii’s remote places at the
head of the line to get state-of-the-

inside the fence will be conducted
by TKC’s watershed stewardship
technicians in collaboration with
regional hunters over a period of
several months.
Removing pigs from ‘Eke will
allow native plant species to naturally regenerate and support new
growth while also protecting,
replenishing, and cleansing water
sources, according to Jake Merkel,
Kohala watershed field supervisor at The Kohala Center.
TKC will also host community
workshops at the Koaiʻa Sanctuary on removal of invasive plants
and care in the transplanting of
native species.
The forest to be fenced is part
of the Kawaihae and Honokoa
watersheds, a swath of 31,013
acres stretching from the summit
of Kohala Mountain to the Kawaihae coast. The four-year long project was prioritized by the Kohala
Mountain Watershed Management Plan.
See Forest, Page 2

PO

I

D

By Jennifer Sudick
Hawaiʻi nonprofit ClimbHI,
in partnership with community,
business and education leaders statewide, honored Hawai‘i
schools, educators and businesses
at the first-annual ClimbHI Bridge

By Toni Withington
A project to remove feral pigs
and non-native plants from a
614-acre tract of land high on
the Kohala Mountain is expected
to boost the health of the forest
and improve the quality of water
resources in leeward Kohala.
The State Department of Health
last month granted $234,000 to
the Hawaiʻi Department of Land
and Natural Resources (DLNR),
in partnership with The Kohala
Center (TKC) for the ‘Eke project.
Located several miles mauka
of the Koaiʻa Corridor and Tree
Sanctuary, which is near the 5.5mile marker on the Kohala Mountain Road, the land is the home
to the headwaters of Keawewai
and Luahine streams. It has been
heavily eroded and impacted by
invasive plants.
A perimeter fence will be
constructed to protect ‘Eke from
hooved animals on land owned
by the Queen Emma Land Company and the State of Hawaiʻi.
Hunting and trapping of the pigs
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“Our fencing work has been
ongoing for well over a decade
and has involved numerous
regions of the Kohala Mountain
including Laupāhoehoe Nui and
the Honokoa and Pelekāne watersheds,” said Liam Kernell, spokesperson for TKC.
“This specific project only
involves work in ‘Eke, but the
work will also have benefits for
ʻāina and communities makai, as
one desired outcome is for the
native forest to attract, capture,
Broadband, from Page 1

Getting new fiber optic lines this
month are Ka’u and parts of Puna,
as well as rural areas of Maui,
Molokaʻi, and Kauaʻi.
In Kohala the hookup will be
made available over time from
Waikama Stream in Niuliʻi to Old
Coast Guard Road in Puakea.
Outlying roads will be eligible
before the town areas, Thune said.
My family signed up for service early this month and three
days later the new wires, box
entry and jacks were installed.
Our phone and internet went
from a measly 0.7 megabytes per
second (Mbps) of upload speed
to 500 Mbps instantly. Except for
a raise in our monthly phone bill,
the installation cost nothing. With
it came a new modern router. Free.
By comparison Spectrum’s fastest
upload speed is now 25 Mbps.
Thune, who has visited Kohala
with his family many times, said
the glass core wire being strung
here will probably be the last
needed in our lifetime because it
can carry many times more bandwidth than most users now need.
Service can be expanded along
with customers’ needs.
He also pointed out that the
system uses no radio waves
for transmission, unlike the 5G
system that has yet to come to
Kohala.
The white trucks stringing the
main lines on poles in Kohala are
those of a company contracted
for that work, since the service
is being set up in several areas,
but the installation of individual
equipment and lines is being done
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and retain more moisture and
thus fresh water.”
The Kohala Watershed Partnership, which conducted many
of the projects, was originally
formed by TKC, but recently
reorganized under The Research
Corporation of the University of
Hawai‘i, overseers of almost all
the watershed partnerships in
Hawai‘i.
Additional ‘Eke project partners and funders include Parker
Ranch, USDA Forest Service, and
South Kohala Coastal Partnership.
by Telcom employees.
In describing the new service
lines, Thune pointed out that
the system uses one fifth of the
electricity of the old copper wire
system. The power generators are
70 to 80 percent more efficient.
One cabinet sized generator can
service 600 customers.
“Hawaiian Telcom wants to be
carbon negative by 2040,” Thune
said.
Meanwhile my husband is
streaming movies without a glitch
for the first time and I’m attending Zoom meetings without being
interrupted by reminders that my
signal is weak. With legislature
coming up, it is good to know
that the transmission quality of
my testimony will be on par with,
and maybe better than, those from
Oʻahu.
Better yet, many businesses
and public areas will offer broadband access, so we won’t have to
go to the library to reach out.
So how are the hookups scheduled? We called the company
when the line came down our road
because we wanted to switch to a
pole closer to our house. But we
could have waited to get a promo
mailing from HawaiianTel letting
us know that our house qualified
for a 30-day trial with “satisfaction guaranteed.”
To check your status, scheduling or sign-up, call (808) 643-0870.
Thune, who lives on Oʻahu,
says he’ll be back because he
loves the view at Pololū Valley,
the pizza at King’s View and the
foamy coffee at the Hāwī Coffee
Mill.

NKCDP Advisory Group Meeting
By Lynda Wallach
The CDP Advisory Group
held its third meeting on October 26 under the leadership of the
group secretary, Alan Brown. The
meeting focused on the reports of
seven subcommittees which are
responsible for implementing the
goals and strategies of the North
Kohala Community Development
Plan (NKCDP).
Toni Withington reported
on the work of the Community
Access Group. This subgroup has
been very active for many years,
working to preserve access to land
of historical, cultural and recreational importance to the people of
Kohala. Their efforts, in conjunction with the County and other
preservation groups, have led to
the preservation of much of the
corridor between Kauhola Point
(Lighthouse) and Niuliʻi. As of
this date, Kauhola Point, Hapuʻu
1 and 2, Kapanaia and Niuliʻi have
all been preserved. Hapuʻu 3 and
Halelua are in negotiation with
the County. When asked who is
responsible for maintenance of the
purchased properties and where
the maintenance funds come from,
Withington explained that Kohala
Lihikai, an umbrella group, is
responsible for stewardship of
several of the properties and that
the funds come from a Stewardship Fund financed by a quarter
percent of County property taxes.
She stressed that the lands are all
designated open space, so maintenance does not include any kind
of development but rather restoration of historic sites, native
plants, and fire and erosion protection. Creation and maintenance
of public access trails are some of
the responsibilities of the Access
subgroup and most of the work to
this point has been done by volunteers.
Withington also gave the
report from the Parks, Water and
Roads Group. She began with an
overview a state pilot project to
have new State or County wells
provide ag water to clusters of
farms throughout the district.
Details of this new ag water strat-
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egy can be found in the October
issue of this newspaper. She said
that the group had encouraged
the County Department of Transportation to begin repaving the
Kohala Mountain Road between
miles 6.40 and 10.43 earlier than
2025 as originally planned, and
it appears that preparations have
already begun. Finally, as many of
you are undoubtedly aware, new
speed bumps have been installed
at Kamehameha Park.
The Growth Management
Group stated its intention to
become involved in the Planning
Department’s
eighteen-month
long project to revise the zoning
and subdivision codes. The
group has started a review of the
NKCDP to look for recommendations for change in the ordinance.
The recommendations affect several sections of the CDP besides
Growth Management, including
Infrastructure, Agriculture and
Affordable Housing.
Jack Hoyt said that the Affordable Housing Group has been
discussing the conflict in the CDP
between growth management
goals, the need for more housing, and how Ag-20 zoning serves
gentrification more than the preservation of agriculture. He stated
the concern that ag land is being
chopped up into 20-acre parcels,
which are not affordable for local
residents but are being bought by
people from the mainland for primary residences or second homes
with very little agricultural activity actually going on.
Steve Hoffman brought up the
fact that very little ag activity on
large land parcels still results in
the property being defined as ag
for tax purposes. He proposed
that the Advisory Group set up
a task force to study the current
laws regarding ag land use, how
they relate to property taxes, and
whether current laws regarding legitimate ag use are being
enforced. Voting on the proposed
task force will be taken up at the
next meeting.
When asked whether the
See NKCDP, Page 3
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Water Department intends to lift
the decades-long moratorium
on new water meters, Hoyt said
that the department is saying that
once the new Halaūla well has
been completely tested, hopefully
by next spring, applications for
new water meters will be opened
up with priority given initially
to CPR owners and fully permitted second homes who currently
share water meters.
The report of the Health and
Wellness Group brainstorming
session pointed to the fact that
many of the things affecting health
and wellness are also things being
addressed by the other subgroups

including affordable housing; the
consistency and affordability of
utilities such as electricity, water
and internet; and the availability
of community facilities such as
parks and public transportation.
In addition, they discussed the
availability of various health facilities, education, emergency and
safety. Alan Brown said the group
will focus on “where we stand
now and what we can do better.”
The next meeting of the
NKCDP Advisory Group will be
at 5:00 on Wednesday, November
30, at the Kohala Intergenerational
Center. Input from the community is important so residents are
encouraged to attend.

North Kohala Community
Development Plan Advisory Group
DATE: Wednesday,
November 30, 2022
TIME: 5:00 pm
PLACE: Kohala
Intergenerational
Center, Kamehameha
    Park Road, Kapa‘au,
HI 96755
AGENDA
REPORTS and OTHER
PRESENTATIONS
● Subcommittee Reports
● Community Access
● Parks, Water, and Roads
● Utilities

● Affordable Housing
● Growth Management
● Agriculture
● Health and Wellness
BUSINESS:
● Discuss Subgroup structures
and annual reports.
● Set up a task force to study
agricultural use on ag-zoned
land and tax rates.
● Discuss where community
focus belongs on invasive
species.
● Progress report on the
Kohala Community Project.
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Re-paving Begins on Kohala
Mountain Road

By Toni Withington
Traffic over Kohala Mountain
Road, Highway 250, will have to
deal with delays for the next couple
of months as the State Highways
Division re-paves a four-mile section around the summit. Portions
of the area between mile markers
9 and 13 will be subject to one-lane
traffic between the weekday hours
of 8:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Flaggers will control traffic movement
between those hours.
This is the area between the
narrow bridge, the summit, the
scenic lookout and the narrow
curving section of the highway. Its
condition has been rated “poor”
for several years.

Revitalized Agriculture SubCommittee Kicks Off to A Great Start
By Libby Leonard
On November 3, the CDP
Advisory Committee’s first Agriculture Subcommittee meeting
took place in the afternoon at
the HUB Barn. The meeting was
organized by Kohala ag leaders
Maya Parish and David Fuertes. It
included a brainstorming session
of upcoming focuses for future
meetings, alongside discussions
of the upcoming ʻUpolu Well project and its draft environmental
impact statement.
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Facilitated by Fuertes, the
meeting was well-attended by 24
farmers, ranchers and advocates
from across Kohala, who kicked
off the hour by writing down
their three major interests in agriculture to further discussion and
outline future meeting topics.
Some of the interests involved
land, sustainable agriculture
methods, diversified agriculture,
agriculture housing, value-added
manufacturing, equity, and land
See Ag Page 3
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highways chief engineer Harry
Takiue moved the repairs forward
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September before the starting
date was again moved forward to
November 14.
Work will be suspended on
weekends. Because of unpredictable weather conditions, Highways Division would not say
when the paving would be finished.
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remediation. The most popular
topic, however, was ag water.
With the loss of the Kohala
Ditch in 2021, many farmers and
ranchers are still suffering and
struggling to get much needed
water for their operations, in spite
of the usage of the hydrant near
Hualua Road.
Currently, the draft environmental impact statement by the
Department of Land and Natural
Resources – which is a document
that covers engineering analysis,

testing reports, cultural reports,
archeological
and
biological
reports – called for public comments by November 7 on the well
that will be located near ʻUpolu
airport, which would serve those
around Hoʻea and Kokoiki.
The well, which is currently
owned by the United States Geological Survey (USGS), will be
turned over to the Department
of Agriculture (DOA). The DOA
plans to potentially have a third
party operate it with individual
farmers responsible for getting

the infrastructure from the end of
the water lines to their farms.
The interest in the impact
statement towards leasing to the
third-party operator was “moderately high” based on surveys sent
out to the community. However,
out of the forty surveys sent, their
information was based upon only
the ten parties who responded, so
might not reflect the majority.
At the meeting, some wondered who this third party would
be, others spoke about the need
for a standpipe so those who don’t
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live in the area can also access the
water instead of those just in the
vicinity of the well.
There was also discussion
about the state needing to offer
funds to help create easements
and fund lines so farmers can
more readily access the water.
The meeting ended positively
with many enthusiastic about collaborating together to help build
Kohala’s agricultural future.
The next meeting will be
December 1 at 4:30 p.m. at the
Kohala Village HUB Barn.

North Kohala Tool Library Update
By Lani Bowman
Mahalo to our Kohala community and beyond who have
helped make the establishment of
the North Kohala Tool Library a
reality! We are so appreciative of
the many gifts…monetary, equipment, kokua, time, talent and
support that we have received.
We continue to spruce up the
tool library, which is located
at the old Sunshine Hardware
building in Kapaau, across from
Kamehameha Park. We are in the
process of collecting and inventorying tools that we have received.
This effort includes sorting, organizing, testing, labeling and cata-

loging donated tools. We have
established regular hours during
our set up phase when we will
have volunteers helping with
our inventory and accepting tool
donations.
If you would like to come by
and donate tools, someone will
be there Mondays 4:00 p.m. - 5:30
p.m. and Thursdays 8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m.
As an exciting step forward, we
have connected with the Honolulu Tool Library and they have
generously invited two of our
committee members to Oʻahu to
receive training as tool librarians.
We will glean knowledge from
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a well-established tool library
which will set us on the right track
be the next successful tool library
here in Hawaiʻi! We are so grateful to the Honolulu Tool Library
for their willingness to share and
assist us on our journey as we get
off the ground.
Currently, we are looking for
volunteers with various skill sets
to help run the many facets of
the tool library. Some of our most
pressing needs are web design,
bookkeeping, shop volunteers
and tool repair. If you are interested helping, please contact
David Gibbs, 808.987.3116, or
email nktoollibrary@gmail.com.

The year-end holiday season
has begun, and we humbly ask
that during this season of giving
you consider the North Kohala
Tool Library. Donations can be
made through the North Kohala
Resource Center’s website or with
a check with NK Tool Library in
the memo.
If you’d like to give the gift of
giving and donate in someone’s
name, please email us at nktoollibrary@gmail.com so we can send
a mahalo to the recipient.
We are hoping to open our
doors in early 2023, thank you
for your patience, support, and
enthusiasm!
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Future KMN Deadlines

Letters

Mr. Duncan Anderson teaches seventh grade at Kohala Middle School. Every year he asks his students
to choose a problem on Hawai`i Island they would like to help solve. Students spend the earlier part of the school year
researching and doing projects related to their chosen topic. Toward the end of the year, the students are charged with
bringing their message out to the community in whatever way they see fit. Part of that goal can be accomplished by
writing a Letter the Editor for publication in the Kohala Mountain News. The following are some of those letters.
Additional letters from other students will be published in upcoming issues.

Cyber Safety

Dear Editor/ Tech Users of Kohala,
Hello, my name is Mason, and I want to address the problem of the
lack of cyber safety. Do you know that anyone who uses a computer
is vulnerable to threats by hackers and online predators? And do you
know the dangers that hacking and viruses create? Those online predators, viruses, and hackers could even destroy, copy or corrupt your
personal information. People’s computers are a resource to learn, not a
resource to watch YouTube, not a resource to steal info from people, not
a resource to bully people, and not a resource to blast music.
In a study in 2013, 24% of PCs aren’t protected, a big leap from the
17% lacking protection in a study from a year before. Also, some people
think that your search history is easy to remove and not permanent.
But they are wrong and that info can be leaked into the internet if you
are not careful. The very worst outcome that has been happening is
that one Pacific Northwest school is always being hacked. Schools are
very careful though since they took note of this problem. But every
time someone does x-out a tab, the school can still see it, making the
student in question be able to be held accountable, and that is great, to
some extent.
The outcome I’d like to see would be early education on the subject
more than usual, with VPNs and antivirus and anti-malware software
being downloaded onto all computers, and the word being spread
about this issue.
I thank you for your time and bid you a good day. I also hope you’ll
be able to spread the word.
Many thanks,
Mason Luke Bumanglag

Child Abduction

Aloha, I am a 7th-grade student at Kohala Middle School. I
am writing about child abduction
in Hawaii. Back when I was eight
years old, I survived an attempted
abduction in the Philippines. This
is why I chose this topic, to help
spread awareness. Kidnapping is
one of the most common crimes
committed across the globe. In
Hawaii, about 2,000 children are
reported missing each year. Talking to your children about what to
do in case it happens can make all
the difference. My mom always
would tell me: “Never trust
strangers”. If it does happen run,
scream, attract attention.” Her
words helped me get away from
the deranged man that tried to
abduct me.
I’m glad that I’m still alive
today and I want other kids to
survive this too. Please help me
spread the word.
Mahalo,
Margarette Afaga

Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas

Representative David Tarnas
speaks for North Kohala as a
member of the Hawaiʻi State House
of Representatives.

Aloha North Kohala! Now
that the 2022 General Election is
over, Hawai’i has elected a new
State government administration
and legislature with Governor
Josh Green, Lieutenant Governor
Sylvia Luke, State Senator Tim
Richards and State Representative
David Tarnas. I am grateful to be
part of this team.
I look forward to working
with our new State administration. The Governor is appointing
the directors and deputy directors
of all eighteen executive departments along with numerous other
appointed administrative positions. Once these new administrative appointees are announced,
the Governor and his team can
start their work. The State Senate
will conduct hearings and vote
on these appointments as part of

their Constitutional responsibility to provide advice and consent
for Governor’s appointees. In the
meantime, the new agency leadership will begin meeting with
legislative leaders regarding the
administrations’ biennial budget
appropriation request and other
potential legislation.
With all legislators elected,
House and Senate leadership are
choosing the members to lead and
serve on each of the legislative
committees. I hope to continue
as Chair of the House Water and
Land Committee, which is responsible for writing the laws to guide
how the State adapts to the effects
of global climate change such as
sea level rise, warming oceans,
more intense storms, longer
droughts and more wildfires.
The Committee’s scope of work
includes watershed management,
land use, public land leases, forestry, wildlife, parks and trails.
The Committee also addresses all
coastal and marine issues including fisheries, coral reefs, coastal
erosion, water quality, small boat
harbors and coastal erosion. All
these issues covered by the Water
and Land Committee are top priorities for North Kohala.
Looking forward to the 2023
legislative session, I have already
begun working on potential legislation with other legislators,
agency representatives, experts,
constituents, advocates and other
stakeholders. The outgoing Ige
administration prepared a twoyear State Budget that is being

Page 5

submitted to the legislature for
consideration. The House Finance
Committee and Senate Ways and
Means Committee will have legislative hearings on this proposed
budget and the incoming Green
administration will provide testimony to suggest amendments
and answer questions from Committee members.
I urge the legislature to take
a conservative fiscal approach to
the State Budget since there are
still significant negative economic
impacts being felt from the pandemic, the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, and rising energy costs.
In addition, the looming prospects
of a regional and global economic
recession will significantly affect
how the State economy will grow
or contract.
It is the task of the State Council on Revenues to forecast state
revenue projections, which provide the basis for the new State
Budget. Since Hawai’i is constitutionally required to have a
balanced budget with no deficit
spending, State Government can’t
spend more money than is generated in State tax revenues. In the
last several months, the Council met on September 6 to issue a
General Fund Forecast and again
on October 27 to issue a Total Personal Income Forecast. Information about these meetings and all
related technical documents are
available online on the Hawaii
Department of Taxation Council
on Revenues website. The CounSee HIRep Update , Page 6
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cil on Revenues will next meet
on January 5, 2023 to consider
making any adjustments to these
projections.
As details are released about
the proposed State Budget, I urge
everyone to review these documents and let me and other legislators know your thoughts. You
can provide legislative testimony
online since the legislature plans
to continue using the hybrid
system of committee hearings
allowing people to give testimony
in person as well as via Zoom over
the internet.
Since the 2022 legislative session ended six months ago, I have
met with many North Kohala
residents to discuss potential legislation and specific appropriations that would address concerns
facing our community. Over the
next couple of months, I will continue to prepare for the 2023 legislative session, which starts on
January 18.
Please share with me your
ideas and recommendations by
contacting me anytime at reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov or at
808-586-8510. You can also get
regular legislative updates in my
e-newsletter. Please subscribe and
access past issues at bitly.com/
reptarnas-signup. I am grateful
to continue serving as your State
Representative. Mahalo nui loa
for your support.
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County Council Update

From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Cindy Evans

Councilmember Cindy Evans
represents North Kohala as part of
Hawai’i County Council District 9.
(Courtesy Cindy Evans)

Aloha,
Hope this finds you well. It’s a
challenging time and a bit unset-

tling when we see prices rising.
Now is the time to get into the
details of what we do, how we do
it and why we do it. Tomorrow is
a new day and an opportunity to
make things better. As your representative on the County Council,
I will ask the questions, listen to
you, and work to improve County
programs and services.
On December 5 I will be sworn
in to represent District 9. I have
decided to designate locations
and times for public engagement
in Kapaʻau, Waimea, and Waikoloa. With the assistance of County
staff, I am working towards opening a district office in Kapaʻau at
the Old Courthouse next to the
police station. In addition, I am in
discussions to have office hours
weekly in Waimea and monthly in
Waikoloa. Will keep you posted.
Check out the County web-

site to find out more about your
County Council, contact information, past actions taken by the
Council, and current issues being
considered. You can livestream
County Council meetings. I would
appreciate your feedback on how
to improve the website and make
it easier for you to provide input.
Suggestions and comments are
always welcome.
My staff and I look forward
to working for the residents of
District 9. On December 5, I will
have an official email and Hilo
office phone number. Until then,
I recommend you write down
any questions, concerns, ideas or
comments you have. Sorry for the
inconvenience. If you can’t wait,
call me and leave a voicemail at
808-345-5810.
Be safe. Be well.
Regards, Cindy Evans

Viewpoint - Rentals in Kohala
By Holly Algood
A week doesn’t go by without
someone asking me, “What rentals do you have?” Usually I have
to say, “Sorry, nothing open at
the moment.” We definitely need
more long term rental units in
North Kohala.
Our island has always needed

good rental units for permanent
residents and newcomers. However, during the COVID-19 pandemic our Big Island became an
even more popular place, since
we were late to have major outbreaks of COVID. As real estate
prices soared, people were buying
properties in record numbers to

distance themselves from larger
cities with larger outbreaks. At
the same time, workplaces moved
from office buildings to homes.
With rising real estate prices, a
number of homes that had been
long-term rentals were sold, leaving tenants with the difficult task
See Rentals , Page 7
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"Feeling run down? "Not yourself?"

Consider one of our many
vitamin/mineral cocktails.
Formulated to be administered into your vein.
Used to treat physical and mental health issues.
100% absorbed.
Feel better after one to a few treatments.

Call today (808) 498-4018
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GrowFAAST
GrowFAAST
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of finding suitable rentals in places
they had grown to love and had
family and friends. With higher
property prices, rents increased
and, simultaneously, the number
of rental units dwindled.
So what are the types of rentals on the Big Island? For the
purposes of this article, Iʻll cover
residential rentals, not commercial rentals for businesses and
industry. The two major categories of residential rentals are longterm and short-term.
For the most part, long-term
rentals are properties that rent for
a minimum of six months and typically last one year; however, lease
length can be specified for longer
time periods in the rental agreement. Any rental for less than six
months is considered short-term,
also known as a vacation rental.
Short term rentals now require
a STVR (Short Term Vacation
Rental) license, which is available
through an application process at
the Hawaiʻi County Offices. STVR
licenses require that the property
is in a Permitted Zoning District
or that the owner live on the property. However, there are additional restrictions which can be
identified during the application
process.
In addition to length of rental
time, long-term and short-term
rentals are differentiated by the
amount of tax the State collects
on the rents. Owners are required
to pay GE, or General Excise, tax.
This tax is currently 4.712 percent
in Hawaiʻi County and can be
included in the rent. Short-term
rentals must include the mandatory Hawaiʻi State TAT, or Transient Accommodations Tax, in
addition to the GE tax. This State
tax is currently 10.25 percent. As
of January 1, 2022 a new County of
Hawaiʻi TAT of 3 percent has also
been added, making the total tax
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on STVR rentals 17.962 percent.
Whether the owner of the rental
property lives in Hawaiʻi or not,
they are required to file a Hawaiʻi
State Tax return and there is no
Statute of Limitations for audits,
so it is most wise for owners to
pay these taxes when due to avoid
future penalties and interest. Any
print or digital advertising of
STVRs must include the owner’s
STVR license number. This regulation passed within the last few
years, since so many people were
doing STVRs without licenses.
The laws for short-term vacation rentals have become more
restrictive over time. Why? People
complained that the increase
in vacation rentals directly correlated to reduced numbers of
long-term rentals for our local
families and workers; unfavorably changed the dynamic of some
residential neighborhoods; and
some owners were operating illegally with unpermitted buildings
and/or not paying taxes. According to a recent search, our small
area of North Kohala has over
1,000 short-term vacation rentals
as listed by airbnb and VRBO.
People are questioning if it
would make sense to have more of
these properties rented long-term
so that we arenʻt losing residents
who can no longer find rentals,
which in turn limits the number
of available workers in our area.
Owners of short-term vacation
rentals say the income and flexibility of vacation rentals is better
for them.
When owners live on the same
property as their rental units the
rentals are called hosted-rentals.
If hosted, short-term vacation
rental requirements are loosened
with the rationale in part being
the rental is less likely to be a
noisy party house if the owner is
on-site. However, County officials
have hinted that hosted-rental

licenses are likely to be re-evaluated and restrictions tightened in
the future.
Who qualifies to rent properties? Any owner can decide to rent
the whole or part of their property
as a long-term rental, but shortterm rentals are more complicated. An owner of one property
can rent the property themselves
or hire a licensed real estate property manager.
If an owner rents more than
one property, they are required
by the State to have the properties
managed by a licensed property
manager. Property managers must
keep updated on laws that dictate
required safety codes, discrimination laws, what can and cannot be
included in a lease, tax laws, and
real estate rental laws. If owners
rent the properties themselves, it
is important they are updated on
these laws and tax requirements
to avoid fines.
Why should property owners
consider renting their properties? First of all, the income is
steady and if properly managed,
the home stays well-maintained.
When properties remain vacant,
our Hawaiʻi weather, flora, and
vermin population take over.
Homes here like to be occupied
and typically remain in better condition with people in them. Lastly,
it is actually a community service
at this time when rentals are few
and far between.
My spouse and I have provided residential rentals for years
and take pride in knowing we’ve
improved the properties and provided homes for people in need,
while getting a nice income. We
win, the tenants win, and the
neighborhood wins.
Consider renting your home or
a portion of it long-term. Iʻm sure
it would make someone or some
family very happy and help keep
good workers local.

Page 7

Mālama Māhukona
Pushes County to
Begin Park Planning
By Toni Withington
Planning for a new park at
Māhukona took a step forward
even though demolition of the old
pavilion is once again stalled.
At its monthly meeting with
the Department of Parks and
Recreation (P&R), the Friends of
the Park group called Mālama
Māhukona insisted that community planning of the new park
amenities move forward. With the
creation of the email malamamahukona@gmail.com, the group
intends to gather community
ideas and information as it produces a greater internet presence.
“To move this forward we need
to do out community homework,”
said Cheryl Rocha.
The first focus will be on the
collecting of historical and cultural information – stories – about
the 15-acre park area by connecting with longtime users of the
park as well as those with family
ties to the former village near the
site.
This will be followed by community discussions about the
activities desired for the new park
and finally recommending the
amenities and structures to meet
those needs.
“At this point we are open
minded about what will be at the
park,” said Noelani Rasmussen,
chair of the group. “History, culture and education can be part of
the mix as well as recreation.”
Mālama Māhukona intends
to reach out to neighboring
Lapakahi State Historical Park
and those organizations planning
the Māhukona Navigation and
Ecological Complex on the land
See Māhukona, Page 8
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between Māhukona and Kapaʻa
parks.
The group will be supporting
“Mālama I Ke Kai,” a community
beach cleanup in January directed
by Lydia Zuniga. It will be a
work-and-play day with a keiki
fishing tournament honoring
Patti Ann Solomon, who was a
key founding member of Mālama
Māhukona.
Grateful that planning of the

new park is underway, the group
was told by P&R Deputy Director
Michelle Hiraishi that demolition
of the 70-year-old condemned
pavilion has been delayed again.
The County has contracted a firm
to remove the lead-painted structure and dieldrin-contaminated
soil around it, but P&R is waiting
for approval of the State Historic
Preservation Division (SHPD).
P&R Chief Planner James
Komata sent the demolition docu-
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ments to SHPD on October 12 and
reported that it would take one
to two months to clear. Hiraishi
said the soil removed would be
replaced by other soil in the process.
This news brought a gasp
from the group that objected to
the importing of soil from outside
the district that might be contaminated by coqui frogs, fire ants or
invasive plant species. Hiraishi
said she would make sure that

didn’t happen.
She also repeated the promise
that new barbecue grills would be
installed to replace those removed
as soon as the demolition is done.
Mālama Māhukona group
asks the community to share any
information, pictures and/or
memories of personal Māhukona
stories, or suggest comments and
ideas about the new park plans.
All can be sent to malamamahukona@gmail.com.

North Kohala Community Resource Center Announces Expansion
to Better Support Mission
The North Kohala Community Resource Center, a nonprofit operating for the past 20
years on Hawaiʻi Island, recently
announced an expansion that will
better support the organization’s
mission to support successful
community projects that benefit
North Kohala.
NKCRC has signed a two-year
lease effective January 1, 2023
with Kohala Village LLC, more
commonly known within the
community as “The HUB.” The
lease consists of several buildings including three cottages, the
“Hale” and the “Barn,” which is
already a popular venue for community gatherings ranging from
political forums and hula halau

performances and practices to
wedding receptions and graduation parties.
Lease of these facilities by
NKCRC will help develop a transitional path to better financial
sustainability through rental revenue streams while also enhancing community engagement and
enrichment projects and programs to benefit the North Kohala
community. This will also provide
a home for the Kohala Resilience
Hub. In partnership with Vibrant
Hawaii, the Kohala Resilience
Hub is part of an island-wide network of trusted, people-powered
spaces that provide resources to
build more connected and prepared communities.

GRATITUDE
(Gra-ti-tude) noun.

The positive state of being grateful; an overwhelming
feeling of appreciation and thankfullness; and the
desire to return kindness to others.

“This new union between
Kohala Village LLC and NKCRC
creates a world of opportunity
for our organization and our
community,” said Kelly Ah Hee,
NKCRC’s board president. “We
are grateful to be able to offer
new possibilities that will better
serve our existing projects, open
doors for projects yet to come and
exponentially expand NKCRC’s
positive impact within the Kohala
community.”
The mission of NKCRC is to
support projects that benefit the
North Kohala community. Established as a 501(c)(3) non-profit
more than twenty years ago, the
Center currently provides training
and bridges to funding for dozens

Be a part of North
Kohala’s 24th Annual
Business Directory
Together with the Waimea/
Hamakua Directory, reach over
15,000 homes & businesses in
North Kohala, Waimea & Hamakua.

We remain humbled by the generosity of our
community and the many who contribute
to help us continue our work.
Please visit our website for more information
and to make a donation.
www.northkohala.org
info@northkohala.org
808.889.5523

H E A LT H Y G R A B ' N G O F O O D
Kohala Trade Center, Hawi
Next to Paradise Postal

Local Foods
Products
Produce
Meats
& More

Pomaika’i

Café
Great menu and
courtyard seating
Plus delicious coffee
and fresh baked goods
Have your small party
in the courtyard

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Many options to fit your budget
starting at just $35/year
Reserve your space today at
www.HIRBD.com
or call 895-8769

7am to 2pm

On the highway in downtown Kapa’au

889-5546

KOHALA
PHYSICAL
THERAPY
Kohala Physical Therapy is pleased to announce
Dr. Douglas White has been appointed to the faculty of Hawaii
Pacific University Doctor of Physical Therapy Program.
He is also seeing patients in our Hawi office.
He specializes in Orthopedic conditions and
Diagnostic Musculoskeletal Ultrasound Imaging.
We accept most insurance plans.

Mon - Fri 10-6
Sat & Sun 9-4

ORGANIC SMOOTHIES

of projects in the rural community
on the north corner of the Island
of Hawaiʻi. Supported by three codirectors and a dedicated board
of directors of community members with diverse backgrounds,
current Center projects include
after-school programs, affordable housing, agriculture, kūpuna
(elders), cultural celebrations, athletics, and more. Donors who are
aligned with NKCRC’s history
and values support its longterm
sustainability through donations,
an annual online auction, golf
tournament and Legacy Planned
Giving.
To learn more visit NorthKohala.org, email info@northkohala.
org or call 808-889-5523.

When Experience Matters We Have You Covered
KohalaPhysicalTherapy.com

808-937-4930

808.796.3221
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There’s No Place Like Home for Holiday Shopping

Hearts aren’t only for Valentine’s Day. Let your sweetheart know how much
they mean to you by giving them a lovely ceramic heart. (Diann Wilson)
By Diann Wilson
It’s hard to believe, but it is that
time of year again – time for holiday
shopping. Why not shop locally?
By making your purchases nearby,
you can save time and money all
while supporting our local artisans.
In addition to all the wonderful
shops in Hāwī and Kapaʻau, there
are other places you can go. For
starters, why not consider our very
own Hāwī Farmers Market? The
market is held every Saturday from
8 a.m. to noon and you can find an
abundance of gifts there. In addition to fresh produce and bread,
this year the market will offer a
variety of items made by resident
artists.

Members of the North Kohala
Artists’ Cooperative will have a
table at the market every Saturday
in December. The table will have
items representing ten of the Coop
artists A few of the members who
will have their work available for
sale, include: Helen White, Emily
Beeson, Donna Maltz, Melisa Hicks
and Mark Somers.
This is the first time that Coop
members are making a collaborative effort to sell a wide representation of works at a location other
than the Coop gallery. The farmers
market offers a good opportunity
to show the community what the
Coop artists have to offer, but in a
different setting and during differ-

ent hours than at the gallery.
Items that will be sold at the
farmers market include ceramics, paintings, cards, metal work,
photos and ornaments. Prices will
be wide-ranging to ensure that
there is something for everyone’s
budget.
In addition to the farmers
market, the North Kohala Artists
Cooperative gallery will feature a
holiday market. The coop gallery is
open daily from 12 noon to 5 p.m.
and the holiday market will run
from December 5 to December 24.

Members who will have items
at the gallery include Catalina Cain,
Diann Wilson and Helen White.
Some of the holiday themed items
that can be found for sale include
soap, ornaments, holiday cards,
jewelry, and candles.
The North Kohala Artists’ Cooperative is located at 54-3676 Akoni
Pule Hwy, Kapaʻau. Tucked behind
Hot Glass Hawaii, the gallery
includes art made by over 25 members of the community. Show some
love for where you live and shop
locally this year!

MI RANCHITO

Hair Spectrum

MEXICAN CUISINE

Family Salon

Lunch and Dinner
11:30 am - 4:00 pm
& 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
daily except Sundays
Dine-in in our spacious
new dining room
Downtown Hawi

756-4636

Open:
Tue - Fri 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9 - 3

889~5077

New Listing in Escrow in 2 Days
55-536 Hualua Rd., Hawi
MLS 666244
$1,400,000 2 Houses on 1 Acre+

open 10-5
all through
December,
Across from the
Kapa'au P.O
artwork by Sophia Fuller, age 10

(808) 854-1058

Holly Algood, PB
RB 22414

808-557-0354 cell
holly@algoodhi.com

Brick by Brick

You can be a part of history and leave a lifelong
legacy while supporting the restoration of
the Bond Library building by purchasing a
commemorative brick. Please go to
www.engravedbricks.com/campaign/KHC
where you can preview, order and pay online
or call Kay Kammerzell at 808-746-4823
for more info.

www.algoodhi.com
55-3410 Akoni Pule Hwy,
Building 2, Hawi, HI 96719
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Kohala’s Arboretum
by Tom Morse

Kohala arboretum as seen from the street. (Tom Morse)

Passing the electric station on
the Mountain Road heading out
of Kohala, you probably have
noticed the large number of new
trees planted on the makai side.
The brainchild of Maliu Ridge
resident Patricia Benjamin, she
hopes it to become an educational
arboretum.
She has had a passion for plants
all of her life. She was inspired
by Honolulu horticulturist Heidi
Bornhorst and genealogist Marie
Solomon.
Moving to Maliu Ridge in 1996
with her husband, Jonathan, she
hired local workers to plant native

species trees and shrubs on her
property.
She established a relationship
with Nina Gutmanis in Mountain
View, owner of Grow Native, who
supplied the plants.
In 2019, Patricia and Jonathan
were able to purchase twenty-six
acres at an elevation of 1,200 feet
extending from Red Cinder Road
to Kohala Mountain Road. Grow
Native, along with the Hawaii
State Tree Nursery, were able to
sell Patricia a variety of native
species in containers for the arboretum.
The incoming plants are first

inspected to assure that no frogs
or insects are present. The edges
of the planting hole are scarified.
Organic compost is added around
the planting. A shade cloth is
erected to protect from wind,
sun and dust until the plants are
established. All weeding is done
by hand to avoid damaging the
plants. Spray hoses are added
facing outward from the trunk
to spray around the roots. The ag
water is sourced from the County,
and travels down the arboretum
by gravity on the 125-foot drop on
the site.
As plants mature, their seeds
are collected and then propagated

in a greenhouse below the arboretum.
Avoiding any toxicity, only the
following are used in a 2.5-gallon
water-filled sprayer:
- One-quarter teaspoon cayenne to kill whitefly
- One tablespoon baking soda
to avoid mold and fungus
- A crushed aspirin to control
aphids
- One tablespoon of vegetable
oil to aid in mixing the ingredients
Solar lights are used to avoid
the coconut rhino beetle, as they
only feed in the dark.
Alcohol is applied to the ohia
trees to prevent Rapid ʻŌhiʻa
See Arboretum , Page 11

The Kohala arboretum crew. (Tom Morse)
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December 7, 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

• PLUS •
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The Shadow of Mila’s Strings
By Michael Foley
I see the shadow of Mila’s strings
pressed against the velvet lining
his open guitar case like a door ajar
saying I’ve just arrived
but I’m ready to leave
the lid is wide open ready
to receive that request for a song
written in ink so bold
on a hundred dollar bill
at least that’s the idea
his ice breaking conversation
always melted our hearts
always fresh like the repertoire
Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah
or My Diamond Back El Camino
dropped into a sea of slack key
falsetto for once misnamed
because the high notes don’t lie

Patricia Benjamin. (Tom Morse)

Death.
Patricia increased her staff,
shown in the adjacent photo, and
now has about 1,400 trees and
shrubs planted on the expanded
site. All of them, except some
windbreaks, are native.
The crew plants, waters,
weeds, propagates, composts and
operates equipment.
When the trees and shrubs
have been in place for about
another two years, she plans to
open the arboretum for guided
tours, especially for the commu-

nity’s children. Her goal is to support Kohala with education.
She has set the project up as
non-profit 501(c)(3). Besides providing her own funding, she will
be seeking grant monies to perpetuate the project. A Board of
Directors has been setup to guide
the project in perpetuity.
“There is an energy in plants
that we all absorb” says Benjamin.
“They provide life-giving beauty
and strength. I believe that the
Hawaiian culture and the ‘āina
are intertwined.”

most of us come here saying nothing
keeping to ourselves
hiding inside the amplification
so we let him carry the tune
we don’t even understand the words
most of the time—I keep asking myself
what is this place I find myself
where people are just trying to get by
he looks out and sees us
with our loss there on our sleeves
our found here in our eyes
if we disappeared
he’d still keep playing
what’s that saying
just that he’s brought that too
this possibility this chance
that something between us
will pick up another chord
a vibration that’ll keep moving
right on up the hill through the night

into the dark under the starry sky
I turn into the place called home
and wonder is the soul inside or out
am I the impression left
when the lid is closed tight
pressed down against my strings
right now I’m feeling small
my voice is so far inside
I can hardly hear it so far
I’m beginning to wonder
if I understand what’s going on
this coming together
this coming apart
don’t tell me the music is magical
and the singer is only the messenger
this is the crazy thing
this coming down to earth
half believing it’s not a dream
what’s it going to take
to get ahold of this connection
business
tonight it rained and we got closer
closed those distances we call ourselves
hey it was a taste in the end
we paid our bills mine yours
left our respective tips there
on the wet tables and then it cleared
we look up see planets we can name
galaxies we can’t
the crazy thing this looking up
all those lines we didn’t understand
Hawaiian or English it doesn’t matter
inside all language there’s another
language
let’s just say we took our cells to the
gig
and Mila’s songs pressed themselves
against our velvet minds

Rod’s Repair

Factory Authorized Appliance Service

KOHALA
COMMUNITY
FARMERS MARKET

Kamehameha Park
Kapa’au Saturdays
8am - 1pm

Sponsored by: Kohala Community Foundation (501c)3

First & Third Saturdays

Local Farmers
Market

•
•
•
•

Appliances and parts
Ice makers
Refrigeration
Locksmith service

Service is Our Business
Aloa # 021349

Hinokawa Electric LLC
Serving All of Your Electrical Needs

•
•
•
•
•
•

Home stand-by generators
Generac generators
Sales and repairs
Alternate energy systems
New homes and renovations
Trouble calls
License C-16154

High Voltage Specialist

889-5613

rod@rodsrepair.com
Taking New Vendor Applications
Wanting Vendors For:

HĀMĀKUA-KOHALA HEALTH
LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR

TOBACCO TREATMENT PROGRAM, CALL (808) 889-6236

“Caring for your ‘ohana, Caring for you”

Local Baked Godds & Pastries,
Pickles/Ulu/Banana Chips,
Fresh Fish & Dried Fish/Eggs,
Garden Veggies/Avo’s, Papayas,
Bananas, Mac Nuts ect.
Starter veggie plants
from organic seeds,
Made on the Big Island
- Clothing, Jewelry, Arts & Crafts,
Local Musician’s/Local Fundraising

For More Information
Call Faye Yates: 808.225.3666
LOCAL VENDORS WELCOME!

BUY LOCALLY

KOHALA
COMMUNITY

FARMERS MARKET
Kamehameha Park
December 7 & 21
January 4 & 18
Shade, parking,
restrooms
Goodies Galore
for All!

New Vendors welcome!
Please call Faye Yates
@ 808-225-3366
Electric avail
Musicians welcome!
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Kohala Coconut Celebration
Coming in December

Weekly Events in DECEMBER 2022
DAY START

END

EVENT

VENUE

CONTACT

m-s 7am

8am

AA DAWN PATROL

ZOOM

889-5675

M-S 8:30AM

narcotics anonymous

rainbow cafe

MON 9am

Senior Club @ CIVIC CENTER

kohalaseniors@gmail.com

big island substance abuse
council

the hub

al anon meetings on zoom

https://www.al-anonhawaii.
org/meeting-schedules

10am

TUE

3pm

By Joey Gamiao
Kohala loves coconuts! On
September 3rd ‘Ohana Niu sponsored the World Coconut Day Celebration at Keokea Beach Park.
The all-day event featured coconut tasting, free coconut trees and
interactive demonstrations. Special thanks to Holly Algood for
helping inspire the celebration.
Lukulele was instrumental with
the sounds and blessed us with
a beautiful performance. Mahalo
plenty to Aunty Maile who was
kind enough to start the day with
her “Tree of Life” talk that told
of the many different parts of the
coconut tree and how each part
relates to own bodies. We were
lucky to be blessed with a special
appearance by Leia who made
Ali’i style kava. The event also
featured a free fruit, plants, and
seed share with a great variety of
cuttings and seeds distributed to
our community. Many thanks to
all the donors who brought things
to share and to everyone who
planted seeds and cuttings.
Attendees had the opportunity to learn about all the stages
of coconuts, how to identify when
a coconut is ready to harvest, and
which tools are best for each stage

To Donate
to
Ohana Niu

of maturity. In addition, tools
were made available to use so
people could learn how to process
their own coconuts and discover
the most efficient ways to utilize
every aspect of this amazing food.
Thanks to Larry Popkey’s welding expertise, Kohala is home
to the best coconut huskers on
island. After the coconuts were
husked and scooped, we demonstrated the tools used for coconut bowl making, and the keiki
learned how easy it is to make
fresh tasty coconut milk. The
potluck featured delicious coconut milk pumpkin curry, stir fry
with coconut noodles, and fresh
fruits from Kohala. Sasha Grant
of Wai Kahe Nursery, home of the
largest dwarf coconut orchard in
Hawaii, brought dwarf coconuts
for purchase and spoke about the
importance of coconuts as a valuable food source. We enjoyed live
demonstrations of coconut husk
strand jewelry making and frond
basket weaving from talented
local artists Camille Ackerman
and Sylph Nightbloom. Throughout the day over 150 coconuts
were given away and over 30
coconut trees were gifted to the
community for planting.
In case you missed it, you have
another chance to come celebrate!
On Sunday, December 11, ‘Ohana
Niu along with our community
donors will be hosting another
Coconut Celebration to spread
coconut awareness in Kohala and
share the abundance. The event
will be held at Keokea Beach Park
pavilion from 11am - 5pm. This
will be a festive, family-friendly
holiday gathering with music,
food, and demonstrations. We are
asking people to bring potluck
food, plants and seeds to share.
Please park at the top and walk
down to the celebration if you can,
and leave the lower parking lot
open for our kūpuna and families
enjoying the park. If you would
like to donate, volunteer or have
questions, please email coconutfamily@protonmail.com. Mahalo
and we hope to see you there!

9am

NARCOTICs ANONYMOUS

kamehameha park near skate park
805-452-9501

8AM

9AM

Tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer

outside hisaoka gym

895-0737

yoga/pilates beginner class

call for location

333-8275

4:30pm

6pm

belly dance fitness

call for location

238-6111

5:30PM

7PM

PICKLE BALL

Hisaoka Gym

333-8712

6pm

8pm

Table tennis/ping pong

Old Court House

889-1099

6pm

7pm

free rmd taiko classes

walker hall

895-2025

3pm

thrift shop

st augustine's

889-5390

2pm

4pm

open guided art studio

Artists' co-op

960-3597

3:30 pm

4:30pm

RMD TAIKO CLASSES (not 1st wed) HUB HALE

889-0404
ext. 104

KOHALA CARES FOOD DRIVE

HUB PARKING LOT

ALOHAPETER
@YAHOO.COM

Seibukan Karate Academy

HISAOKA GYM

889-1828

7pm

spiritual healing service

54-3876 Akoni Pule Ste 4

989-5995

7PM

Alcoholics Anonymous

Wylie Hall, ‘Iole

889-6703

community harvest

dragon heart farm

yoga/pilates beginner class

call for location

333-8275

wed 12pm

4:30PM
6PM

THU

8am

7:30PM

5pm

8am

FRI

SAT

969-9994
x860

8AM

8am

Coconut starts are ready to be shared with the community at the World
Coconut Celebration. (Rebecca Woods)

November 24, 2022

9AM

10:15PM Healing Circle for addicts

Nani's Garden

805-4529501

4pm

6pm

thrift shop

st augustine's

889-5390

5:30pm

7pm

PICKLE BALL

Hisaoka Gym

333-8712

6pm

8PM

Table tennis/ping pong

Old Court House

889-1099

Narcotics anonymous meeting

Wiley Hall
on Iole

805-4529501

8am
8am

9am

tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer

outside hisaoka gym

895-0737

10am

3pm

big island substance abuse
council

the hub

969-9994
x860

8AM

12PM

FARMERS MARKET

THE HUB

313-338
-7090

10AM

11PM

free golf lessons

north kohala
golf park

kohalagolf@
gmail.com

yoga/pilates beginner class

call for location

333-8275

Sun 8am
6pm

7pm

Seibukan Karate Academy

HISAOKA GYM

889-1828

7pm

8pm

RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING

hub barn

805-452-9501

Eat steak.
See friends.
Have fun.
Thursday nights
LIVE MUSIC

Please call for reservation

889-5555

November 24, 2022
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Kohala High School’s Culinary Students Had A Busy
Two Weeks Of Events!

By Traci Figueroa, KHS Culinary
Teacher
There are four Kohala High
School Culinary Capstone students who started their mentorship with Mauna Kea Beach Hotel
this October. Hailey KauanoeGaldones, Mark Salvador, and
Ralph Francisco are under Chef
Michael Morehouse in the baking
department. Mark Rico is even
being mentored by a Kohala High
School alumni, Chef Ryan Brannigan. I would like to thank Keith
Mallini, Assistant Director of
Food and Beverage, and Mr. Craig
Anderson, VP of Mauna Kea
Beach Hotel, who both helped to
make this connection with our
culinary students and program.
I selected Natural Resource/
Culinary capstone student Hailey
Kauanoe-Galdones to enter a
Chef Challenge hosted on October 22 by Mayor Mitch Roth. The
chef challenge participants came
from Honokaʻa, St. Joseph, and
Kohala High Schools. Students
were paired with and mentored
by chefs on the Kohala Coast.
Hailey’s chef was Chef Jayson
Kanekoa from the Marriott. The
Chef Challenge Competition was
just like the television program
“Chopped.” They were required

Gospel of Salvation
Kohala
Kokoiki Road

Service: Sunday 9:00 AM

Adult Bible Study: Monday 7 PM

Prayer Meeting: Friday 7 PM
Pastor Ilima Moiha
www. gos-kohala.org

Hailey Kauanoe-Galdones won first place in the Chef Challenge, in
which high school culinary students were paired with Kohala Coast
chefs. She was teamed up with Chef Jayson Kanekoa from the Waikoloa
Beach Marriott. Left to right: Chef Jayson Kanekoa; Pomaika’i Bartolome,
Executive Assistant County of Hawai’i Mayor’s office; Hailey KauanoeGaldones; and Vivian Emmons, winner in the Keiki division in the 2021
Chef Challenge. (Traci Figueroa)

to use three proteins and local
vegetables, which were revealed
that day. They themed their menu
“Mauka to Makai.” The menu
included an appetizer and entrée.
Haileyʻs “Smoked Mauka”
appetizer was smoked pork with
a fruit relish that consisted of persimmons and tomatoes. She also
included pickled radishes and
sauteed Hāmākua mushrooms.

Did you know?
The Kohala Mountain
News is online at

To Advertise In
The Kohala
Mountain
News
Call Tom
(808) 345 0706
CARTOW
KOHALA
• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,
and Lock-out Service
• Vehicle Repairs
• Oil Changes and Service
• Equipment Hauling
• Vehicle Safety Inspections
• Propane
Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday
Located at the bottom of Hawi Rd.
KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

889-1061

Her “Rancher and Fisherman”
entrée was a prime-cut ribeye with
garlic shrimp resting on a smoked
sweet potato mash with a slice of
pickled radish, complemented by
locally grown baby carrots garnished with a beet tuile [baked
wafer] and slab of butter.
Hailey and Chef Kanekoa came
first place in this competition! Way
See Culinary , Page 14

J. Lorenzo Construction

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
AT ITS BEST

kohalamountainnews.com

Now SEARCHABLE
back to 2011

Kohala
Churches

• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time

We have an open
position:

North Hawaii Hospice is looking for
patient and office volunteers.
Patient volunteers help patients and
their families by providing respite care,
North Hawaii
Hospice
is
companionship
and emotional
support.
seeking dynamic
individuals
Volunteers
can also help
with grocery
shopping,
light household
with hospice
heart chores
to joinor
meal
preparation.
Hospice
provides
our team of professionals
in-depth and detailed training via an
providing home hospice
on-line training program to give you the
care toand
community
confidence
knowledge to
members
in their
homes.
work
with Hospice
patients
and their
families. Additionally, Hospice staff
Per Diem
CNA
(South
members
are always
available
to assist
Kohala,
North Kohala,
and
answer questions.
During the
pandemic,
Hospice also makes
Hamakua)
available masks, gloves and cleaning
supplies
forHawaii
volunteers.
Patients is
and
North
Hospice
their families are screened and
seeking
a Certified
volunteers
are only
placed in homes
Nursing
Assistant
for
where they
will feel safe.

• 35 years of experience
with projects done all
over Kohala
• Residential, commercial,
industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432

lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

fill-able employment
To volunteer:
applications

please call 885-7547 or email
https://northhawaiihospice.
volunteer.manager@
org/careers/
northhawaiihospice.org

Across from Makapala Retreat

Please join us Sundays for Bible study
at 9 AM in the chapel and
Worship at 10:30 AM outside
under the Royal Poinciana tree

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416
Follow us on

Kohala Baptist Church

Kalahikiola
Congregational Church

Service every Sunday Morning at 9:30
followed by pupus & fellowship

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30
Iole road off Akoni Pule Hwy. in
Kapa’au 1/4 mile past the statue
www.kalahikiolacongregationalchurch.com

889-6703

Kohala SDA Church
WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM
Potluck-Fellowship
Lunch every Sabbath
55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI

(808)889-5646

Kohalasda.com

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM
Bodhi Day Service
Sunday, Dec, 4, 2022, 10 am
Guest Speaker Kealoha Sugiyama
On the right approx. one mile past the
Kohala Middle School In Halaula

Rev. Masanari Yamagishi
798-2075

ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

KAPA’AU, NORTH KOHALA

Join our in-person Sunday worship at
7:00 AM & 9:00 AM
FB livestream at 9:00 AM
Vicar Jennifer Masada presiding
For more information: 889-5390
Thrift Shop: Wed 12 - 3 pm, Thu 4 - 6 pm

the Kohala, Waikoloa,

Volunteers
areHamakua,
an essentialand
part of
Waimea,
the Laupahoehoe
care we provide at
Hospice,
area to
and our volunteers truly feel that
work
Mondays,
they always come away with more
Wednesdays,
and Fridays.
than
they give. Please
volunteer,
help a neighbor, or reach out to a
friendFor
withdetailed
the confidence
to offer
position
compassionate
support
and
information
and to download
guidance during a difficult time.

Kohala Baptist Church
‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’
(Matthew 11:28)

Face masks are required. Safe distancing.
www.staugustineskohala.com
Glad Tidings
✞ Celebrating the
Sunday Worship Service 10 AM
Meaning
of the Season
Wednesday Spiritual Healing Service 7 PM
Sunday
Worship
10 AM
54-3876 Akoni
Pule Hwy (KapaauService
Vet Bldg behind Akerman’s
Art
Gallery; So of L&L BBQ’s parking lot) Rev. Lee 808-889-5505
Wednesday Spiritual
Healing Service 7 PM
(1st Wed Grief support group)
54-3876 Akoni Pule Hwy
(Kapa’au Vet Bldg,)

Call Rev. Lee 808-989-5995

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

Hawi, Hawai’i • The Welcoming Church

Masses: Saturday 5 pm
Sunday 7 a.m. • 9:30 am
Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Rev Elias Escanilla
Telephone 808-889-6436
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ing their BBQ dishes. This was an
experience and awesome opportunity for our Kohala High School
culinary students.
Students engaged with their
chefs, HCC Hilo Culinary Students and hotel kitchen staff
through this event.
On November 2, I had the
opportunity to take two culinary
students to HCC at Pālamanui for
a demonstration by the Mauna
Lani Auberge Hotel executive
chef. Students learned different
styles of cooking and the history
behind the food that they had
helped prepare. Chef Paul and
Chef Kathy, who are the instructors at HCC campus, also talked
to the two culinary students about

November 24, 2022
the opportunities of attending
HCC at Pālamanui. Our Kohala
High school students also talked
to the two HCC culinary students
that are in their second year of the
culinary program.
One of the students also
attended Kohala High School and
took two years of the culinary
program classes with me.
On December 9, at Kohala
High School library from 4-6
p.m., the culinary program will
be holding a Kohala Cultural
Gingerbread House with Cookies
event. Each group of students will
be making a gingerbread house of
multicultural villages for display.
Come and vote for your favorite
gingerbread house.

Fall Family Fun Night

KHS Culinary student Jennifer
Apollo uses a mortar and pestle
to crush ingredients for the meal
she is helping to prepare at the
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel under the
supervision of professional chefs
from the Hawai’i Food and Wine
Festival. (Traci Figueroa)

to Go, Hailey! Afterward, Hailey
shared what she got out of this
experience, saying, “I was able to
learn how to think fast and be on
my toes the whole time. Since this
competition was random and they
picked our proteins, it was hard to
think what to make in such a short
amount of time. But with my
great partner/chef it was a relief
to have someone on my side to
help. I also learned many different skills in the art of cooking, like
how to make a homemade smoker
on a stovetop and how to pickle
radishes quickly with all the flavor
there. We used vacuum-sealed
bags for our steak and vegetables
as well as the pickled radishes. It
helped force the flavor into the
meat and vegetables in the limited
time period we had. I also got to
observe how to make a beet tuile.

KHS Culinary student Mark Rico
(right) assisted Chef Nancy
Silverton of the Mozza Restaurant
Group in Los Angeles during the
Hawaii Food and Wine Festival.
(Traci Figueroa)

All in all, I gained better connections with professional chefs and
techniques to use in the kitchen.”
On October 27, Kohala High
School had their Family Fun
Night-Open House. The culinary capstone students prepared
Country Beef Stew and Ranchers’ Lemon Cookie. Students used
local protein, vegetables, and
fruits for their menu, including
lemons from the school farm and
ʻulu from a teacher’s farm. Students prepared 225 bowls of stew
with lemon cookies.
On October 28, nine culinary
students attended an event at the
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel.
Students had the opportunity
to assist chefs from the Hawaiʻi
Wine Festival. Students also had
the opportunity to work in the
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel kitchen
and assist professional chefs from
around the state with display-

Mele Kalikimaka
from
to
Us
You

Kohala Real Estate & 2nd Home Services

Real Estate

& 2ND HOME SERVICES,LLC

“PERSONALIZED PROPERTY SOLUTIONS FOR YOU”

April Lee, RB, BA, CCIM,
ABR, E-Pro, Green®
808-989-5995
www.KRE2.com-Free MLS
46 years of Home Shopping Fun

A student plays Jenga at the Fall Family Fun Night. (Brenda Swan)

By Brenda Swan
Kohala High School hosted a
Fall Family Fun Night on Thursday, October 27, at the STEM complex. Families were invited to pick
up report cards, meet with teachers and talk story with community partners. The Culinary and

Capstone students served homemade stew, the Yearbook class
hosted a photo booth, and everyone enjoyed live music by KHS
student James-Conrad Kaai, backyard games, a pumpkin raffle,
favorite scarecrow voting, and a
hay ride farm tour.
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MONTHLY CALENDAR DECEMBER 2022
date

DAY

START

END

EVENT

DESCRIPTION

VENUE

PHONE

11/28

MON

5:30 PM

6:30 PM

Ancient Hawaiian Lunar Calendar

use journaling to learn about your wahi pana or
special and celebrated place.Presented by Tumu
Naleialoha, Hula consult. Masks requested.

North Kohala Public
Library

808-889-6655

11/30

WED

5:00 PM

CDP

Advisory Group MEETING

intergenerational Center

imuakohala@gmail.com

12/1

THU

4:30 PM

CDP

AGRICULTURE SUB-COMMITEE

THE HUB

imuakohala@gmail.com

12/2

FRI

6:30 PM

FREE MOVIE NIGHT

PINOCCIO

HUB BARN

889-0404 ext. 104

12/3

Sat

8:00 AM

1:00 PM

Kohala Community Farmer's Market

Kamehameha Park

225-3666

12/3

SAT

6:00 PM

8:00 PM

ART SHOW

OPENING NIGHT

Artists’ cooperative

854 1058

12/5

MON

5:00 PM

6:30 PM

Chess Club

Beginners and veteran players welcome!

NK Public Library

808-889-6655

12/7

WED

10:00 AM

10:45 AM

Storytime

Stories, songs, and activities! For keiki 5 and under.

NK Public Library

808-889-6655

12/7

WED

4:00 PM

7:00 PM

KOHALA NIGHT MARKET

VENDORS & ENTERTAINMENT

HUB MURAL

12/7

WED

4:30 PM

CDP

Kohala Community Access Group

THE HUB

imuakohala@gmail.com

12/7

WED

4:30 PM

SANTA’S WORKSHOP

TOY DRIVE

HUB BARN

889-0404 ext. 104

12/7

WED

7:00 PM

Temple of Spiritual Healing

Grief support group

54-3876 Akoni Pule Ste 4

989-5995

12/8

THU

2:30 PM

Sign Language Class

Exact English and ASL.

NK Public Library

808-889-6655

12/13

TUE

6:00 PM

Hawaii Farmers Union United

facebook.com/KohalaChapterHFUU/

The Hub

kohala.hfuu@gmail.
com

12/14

WED

10:00 AM

Storytime

Stories, songs, and activities! For keiki 5 and under.

NK Public Library

808-889-6655

12/14

WED

5:00 PM

CDP

GROWTH MANAGEMENT GROUP

Intergenerational Center

imuakohala@gmail.com

12/15

THU

9:00 AM

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church

889-5115

12/16

FRI

5:00PM

THE HUB

imuakohala@gmail.com

12/17

Sat

8:00 AM

1:00 PM

Kohala Community Farmer's Market

Kamehameha Park

225-3666

12/20

TUE

11:00 AM

12:00 AM

Book Club

Visit https://www.librarieshawaii.org/branch/
north-kohala-public-library/ for info

North Kohala Public
Library

808-889-6655

12/21

WED

10:00 AM

10:45 AM

Storytime

Stories, songs, and activities! For keiki 5 and under.

NK Public Library

808-889-6655

12/21

WED

3:30 PM

CDP

UTILITIES GROUP meeting

intergenerational Center

imuakohala@gmail.com

12/21

WED

5:00 PM

CDP

Parks, Water Roads Group MEETING

Intergenerational Center

imuakohala@gmail.com

12/22

THU

2:30 PM

3:30 PM

Sign Language Class

Exact English and ASL.

NK Public Library

808-889-6655

12/28

WED

10:00 AM

10:45 AM

Storytime

Stories, songs, and activities! For keiki 5 and under.

NK Public Library

808-889-6655

12/28

wed

4:00 PM

Restorative Yoga Therapy class

With Carla Orellana - BY request

CALL FOR LOCATION

238-6111

12/28

WED

5:00 PM

CDP

Advisory Group MEETING

Intergenerational Center

imuakohala@gmail.com

6:30 PM
3:30 PM

10:45 AM
11:00 AM

Sacred Heart Food Basket
CDP

HEALTH & WELLNESS GROUP

Email monthly calendar listings to: kohalacalendar@gmail.com
Kohala
Dental Center

Your health & safety
have always been our
top priorities.
● Safely providing all dental care
● Advanced infection controls
● Fully vaccinated staff
● Emergency appointments
● Welcoming new patients

889-6277
Call us today
to request an appointment

Doing our part to keep
Kohala healthy!

● Groceries ● General Merchandise ● Fishing & Diving Supplies
● Fresh Flowers & Arrangements ● Hawaiiana
Monday - Saturday 8 to 7, Sunday 9 to 5
Across from the Middle School in Halaula ● 889-5262

NAKAHARA STORE
Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts

HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP, & MAUI ONION SALSA

Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree
(808) 889-6449 | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm Sun: 8am-3pm

KOHALA
VET CLINIC
Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm

889-6405

Dr. Daryl Stang

rokuhawaii@gmail.com
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KHS Principalʻs List and Honor Roll

Congratulations to these Kohala High School students who earned top marks to make the
2022-23 first quarter Principal’s List & Honor Roll:
Principal’s List, GPA 4.0 and above:
●Arraujo-Medeiros, Promise ●Belmarez, Mateo ●Cornejo, Lluvia
●Douglas, Zalea ●Emeliano, Gabriel ●Emeliano, Trini ●Hansen, Titan
●Kauanoe-Galdones, Hailey ●Kimball, Christine ●Lum, Yvanka
●Matsuda, Dennis ●Nakamura, Kiona ●Perez, Anthony ●Perez, Eden
●Perez, Lulia ●Pinho, Camille ●Sandlin, Julian ●Sasaki, Averie
●Stenson, Edward Jr. ●Vakauta, Lei ●Van Housen, Adela
Honor Roll, GPA 3.0 and above:
●Afaga, Kristine Joy ●Afaga, Makenzie ●Akana, Tiani ●Alejandro,
Trycen-Anthony ●Alejandro-Cazimero, Faith ●Ancheta Morin, Ezra
●Angelo, Taniel ●Apollo, Jennifer ●Apostadiro, Chevez ●Ariola, Jazelle
●Asencion, John Riley ●Bartsch, Taeya ●Basilio, Judean ●Basilio,
Jussaine ●Bautista, Alyssa Marie ●Bermudez, Natasha ●Blanco, Aidan
●Blanco, Ascher ●Bolosan, Aadyn ●Bosque, Roman ●Camara ,
Weston-Jon ●Cambra, Anela ●Cambra, Saphira ●Canine, Keegan
●Caravalho, Kaydance ●Caravalho-Soares, Kenneth ●CaravalhoSoares, Shardae ●Carvalho-Fernandez, Mahina ●Casimiro, Mark
Niko ●Castillo, Isaiah ●Ching, Kody ●Cordeiro, Faith ●Cureg, Princes
Rain ●Damasco, Barbie Def ●Damasco, Shaina Mae ●Dela Cruz, Zuri
Anaya ●Domingo, Hazel ●Drew, Justin ●Drew, Nicole ●Duque, Malachi ●Edayan, Elias ●Fernandez, Joden ●Fernandez, Zaeden ●Ferris,
Gene ●Francisco, Ralph Janssen ●Fuertes, Camille ●Galam, Maekayela
●Godoy, Madisyn ●Handy, Dezyrae ●Hawkins, Haley
●Heu-Mathieu, Amillio ●Hirano, Kaylee ●Hirayama, Kylea ●Hoopai,
Megan ●Hoshida, Khloe ●Ishimine, Ava-Grace ●Ittner, Kayzen ●Jose,
Jensel Merice ●Kaai, Anthony ●Kaai, James-Conrad ●Kahalioumi,
Kuokalani ●Kaitoku, Daylan ●Kaolowi, Keycinth ●Kapeliela, Kassidy
●Kauanoe-Galdones, Cyann ●Kauka, Landon ●Kauka, Layden ●Kawe,
Terongomau ●Kekoa, Jaylah ●Keliikipi, Halia ●Kolly, Elia ●Kuhr, Cyrus
●Kupukaa, Savannah ●Lactaoen, Kelii ●Leitch, Adriana ●Lewis, Jersey
●Lewis, Landon ●Lucas, Noreen ●Luga-Benedicto, Keith ●Mackillop,
Solomon ●Majors, Natalie Mae ●Manantan, Jordan ●Marquez, Sydnie
●Masalosalo, Medina Emilia ●Matsuda, Kenneth ●Matundan, Rheann

●Medeiros, Jeremiah ●Merck Pua, Tomaya ●Miller-Akina, Tyani
●Millet, Ashley ●Moran, lillia ●Morris, Dillan ●Murry, Dante
●Nicolas, Princess Shalei ●Oandasan, Dillon ●Paaoao, Kainalimu
●Pagud, Manutea ●Pang, Mahea-lani ●Pang, Makaialeaukahi
●Pascual, Tyler ●Perez-Bobek, Halia ●Pine-Ramos, Liana ●Prentice,
Jean Luke ●Ramos, James ●Ramos-Salvador, Jason ●Rees, Soul
●Reynolds, Prince ●Rico, Mark James ●Roxburgh, Uriah ●Ryder, Alyssa
●Salazar, Kaisha ●Salvador, Jayline ●Salvador, Michael Jr. ●Salvador,
Mark Joshua ●Salvador-Glory, Kiani ●Salvador-Libron, Isaac ●Sandlin,
Jaden ●Santiago, Kaneesha ●Secuya, Destinee ●Sol-Camara, Arlen
●Soriano, Adriana Jayne ●Sugse, Tatiana ●Tabiolo, Elijah ●Tabiolo,
Royden ●Tayan-Germano, Daysha Lynn ●Tayan-Mathews, Chauncie
●Terrell, Pela ●Terry, Kadyn ●Terry, Kiara ●Thomas, Keilla ●Valdez,
Erinielle Irish ●Valenzuela-Conte, Kailani ●Valenzuela-Conte, Keale
●Van Berg, River ●Viernes, Aukai ●Wilson, Hezekiah ●Yamamoto,
Kainalu ●Yanos, John C ●Yee, Teyla-Rose ●Yundt, Izzabella

‘Ōlelo Hawaiʻi for Nowemapa
(November)
Hau`oli Lā Ho`omaika`i (Happy Thanksgiving!)

By Jesse Lucas
Hau`oli Lā Ho`omaika`i! Who is ready for a kupaianaha (wonderful) time getting together with `ohana (family) and hoaaloha (friends)?
Letʻs luana (enjoy) and ho`omaika`i (be grateful) for each other. Letʻs
eat plenty of pelehū (turkey) and mea ho`opihapiha (stuffing), `uala
(potatoes), and pai pū (pumpkin pie). I really love that we have time
now to reflect and be thankful for all the wonderful things going on
in our lives. Next month is a time to act on all we are grateful for and
hā`awi (give) to our community, friends and loved ones. I want to share
one last thing that Iʻm really grateful for! The World Cup of soccer is
hana i kēia manawa (happening now)! This is the mua (first) and paha
(probably) only time the tournament will take place during Makahiki
(the season of harvest and peace).

unwrap rates
as low as
APR*

5.00%

Bring their
wish lists to life
$30,000

Rooted in Trust. Committed to You.

With Holiday Loans up to
HCFCU can help put a little more joy
under your Christmas tree.

ayg
d
o
t
y
l
p
p
A scannin !
by e QR code /loans
th mmfc u.com
hico

This credit union is
federally insured by NCUA.

Get started today!
hicommfcu.com | (808) 930-7700
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. APR is for a
12-month term. Your APR will be based on your credit
worthiness. Other rates and terms available, subject to
credit approval. Payment example: For a $1,000 personal loan with a term of 12 months at 5.00% APR,
the monthly payment will be $85.61 and total interest
paid will be $27.28. HCFCU membership is required.

