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By Toni Withington
Hāmākua Health Center, Inc. 

this month announced plans to 
build an expanded clinic and medi-
cal research learning center on the 
site of the old Kohala Club Hotel. 
The nonprofi t corporation doing 
business as Hamakua-Kohala 
Health currently rents the clinic 
space near Kohala Hospital and 
plans to build the facility in three 
phases, possibly moving into the 
fi rst structure by next year.

The ambitious $15 million proj-
ect would provide 42 full time jobs 
including physicians, nurses, phar-
macist, dentist, a Hawaiian healing 
director and lomi lomi massage 

Plans for a New Kohala Health 
Clinic Revealed

therapist, as well as support staff . In 
addition, the facility would become 
a training and research center in 
association with the University of 
Hawaii John A. Burns School of 
Medicine.

“We’re going to try to get as 
many people into training as we 
can,” said Irene Carpenter, CEO of 
Hamakua-Kohala Health. “There 
will be more doctors, more services 
and more staff , so we’re creating 
jobs right here in Kohala.”

Details of the plans were 
revealed in the center’s application 
for a Special Permit and Use Permit 
which was to be heard before the 

The Hawai’i Fire Department 
put into service two new ambu-
lances last month, with one of the 
ambulances assigned to the North 
Kohala Fire Station. The 2022 Ford 
F-350 ambulance was blessed by 
Kohala Baptist Church Pastor Steve 
Hedlund on March 6 at North 
Kohala fi re station before being 
put into service. Medic 15 was pur-
chased in 2019, but due to supply 

New Ambulance for North Kohala

chain issues was not completed 
and received by Hawai’i County 
till February 2023. Fire Captain Joe 
Souza states “How appreciative we 
are to be involved in the procure-
ment process to acquire our new 
ambulance.  This ambulance will 
assist our department to provide 
the Kohala community advanced 
life support services for years to 
come… Mahalo!”

Credit: Hawaii Fire Department
North Kohala “C” Platoon with their honored guests. 

Captain Troy Gibson, Firefi ghter Marcus Oshiro, honored guests Pastor 
Steve Hedlund and his wife Yumi Hedlund, Firefi ghter Paul Daub, Fire 
Equipment Operator Helaku Hedlund and Fire Medical Specialist Max 

Simon.By Libby Leonard and Toni Withington 
Late last month, the Department 

of Land and Natural Resources 
Division of Forestry and Wildlife 
(DOFAW) and Oʻahu-based com-
munity planning consultant Town-
scape Inc., convened a community 
meeting at the Kohala Intergenera-
tional Center (KIC) to get feedback 
and ideas for the Pololū Planning 
Project.

The room was packed with 
over eighty people signed in, some 
standing, and others spilling out-
side KIC’s doors.

The purpose of the project–
which has been funded by the 
legislature through a Capital 
Improvement Project (CIP) allo-
cation–is to fi nd ways to mitigate 
impacts to both the trailhead and 
valley resulting from the large infl ux 
of visitors. They plan to do this by 
consulting kūpuna, Pololū’s lineal 
descendants, cultural practitioners, 
students and other residents in the 
planning process.  

Townscape, Inc., which has 
worked with several state agencies 
and Native Hawaiian organizations 
involving resource management, 
started the process last fall with a 
community assessment. The goal is 
to understand community values, 
visions, issues and needs. In Feb-
ruary, the planners visited Kohala 
schools to engage students. 

Townscape representative 
Gabrielle Sham, who facilitated 
both the April 27 in-person meeting 
and a later online video meeting, 
posted some of the student feed-
back during a slideshow presen-
tation, which included drawings 
from area youth and stories of an 

Community Voices Heard at Meeting 
for Pololū Planning Project

easier time at Pololū. They recalled 
when local families could just walk 
to the beach–a pastime many say 
has been impeded due to the uptick 
in number of visitors.

The presentation also consisted 
of outlining issue areas such as 
sanitation (no restrooms), trail and 
natural hazards, parking conges-
tion and safety, a sense of place, 
and impacts to natural and cultural 
resources. 

In the last several years, due to 
what many believe is attention on 
social media, Pololū has seen  up 
to a thousand visitors a day. This 
has led to littering, trail erosion and 
numerous safety issues resulting in 
rescues due to fl ash fl oods, danger-
ous shoreline currents and other 
hazards.

While some of this has been 
mitigated through education and 
awareness, thanks to Pololū trail 
stewards Sarah Pule-Fujii, Paul 
Ishukuro, Jordan Borlan and others 
who came before them, many issues 
remain.

As Sham opened the fl oor for 
comments, many called to restrict 
access to visitors with some suggest-
ing issuing permits, reservations or 
fee systems that would only allow 
a certain number of people to visit 
a day. Others proposed a shuttle 
system from a parking area closer 
to town. Several asked to allow only 
residents into the valley.

“It’s not just about protecting 
Pololū but safeguarding it from 
people who have no regard for what 
they are doing out there,” said com-
munity member Michael Hawkins 
who was concerned about what 

By Libby Leonard
Townscape representative Gabrielle Sham facilitated the community 

meeting discussing issues at Pololū Valley. 

See, Pololū Page 2
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people were doing in the valley. 
Keone Emiliano asked if DLNR 

could place someone in the valley, 
such as a park ranger.

Jackson Bauer of DOFAW’s Na 
Ala Hele Trail System said there 
was a grant in place to expand the 
trail steward program that would 
place more stewards in the valley. 
He also added that DLNR has hired 
13 new enforcement offi  ces that he 
hoped would be helpful. 

Another area woman called for 
Pololū to have a wilderness des-
ignation that would aff ord certain 
protections to the land. 

She added that it is an important 
Indigenous place where Indigenous 
values need to dictate what’s going 
on. 

Indeed, a lot of Kohala’s Native 
Hawaiian residents spoke up about 
its cultural value. 

“Pololū trail was built by 
Hawaiians,” said Jeff  Coakley. “I 
taught my sons how to fi sh Pololū, 
but they no can pass it down. The 
parking lot at Pololū should be for 
Kohala people only. So that they 
can continue to preserve their cul-
tural lifestyle.” 

Resident Kanani Alpis said, 
“That is a cultural practice site. It 
has been that way for decades and 
eons before I set foot here, before 
we made this a Westernized home.” 

She later added that if there are 
going to be tourists, there needs to 
be better education. “If we were in 
someone else’s culture, we would 
respect the culture the same way. 
That’s all we’re asking as Hawai-
ians. If you want to partake in the 
things that we do, we love our cul-
ture so much, come learn, let us 
educate you, but don’t feel entitled 
to make changes.” 

Increased education of visi-

tors was called for by many of the 
29 speakers. Many also called the 
valley a sacred place.

Days later, at a Zoom planning 
session held for those who could 
not make it in-person, a prime 
topic was the dangerous traffi  c on 
the winding road approaching the 
valley. 

“The road was not designed 
for that much traffi  c,” said Beldon 
Kealoha. “I’m worried about our 
children’s safety. We need to limit 
the number of people who drive 
there.”

Pololū Steward Sarah Pule-Fujii 
said she is fi ne that people come to 
the lookout but prefers that nobody 
goes down the trail. She expressed 
concern about unregulated bike 
tours and drivers not yielding on 
the one-lane bridges.

Pule-Fujii is also part of the Pro-
tect Pololū hui, who recently rolled 
out the hashtag social media cam-
paign #Pololūneedsrest after their 
annual E Lei ‘O Pololū Day, where 
their social media post announce-
ment said they received many 
signs that day, and that this was the 
overall message coming from their 
kūpuna.   

“Ninety-nine percent of the 
people who come to this place say 
it’s beautiful, it’s stunning, the most 
beautiful place on the island. We 
need to keep it that way,” said Pule 
Fujii during the Zoom session.

The projected timeline for the 
Pololū Planning Project includes 
two more open community meet-
ings, which will result in a draft 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
in the fall of 2024. That document 
will also be open for public com-
ment.

The current draft vision state-
ment on the project website says: 
“Pololū is a wahi pana (sacred 
place) that is respected for its histor-
ical and cultural values, where its 
strong sense of place, scenic spaces, 
and resources are protected, allow-
ing it to continue to perpetuate the 
way of life for the people of Kohala 
for current and future generations.” 

Comments about Pololū Valley 
can still be submitted in writing. 
Go to https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/rec-
reation/nah/hawaii/pololu-plan-
ning-project, or write to Gabrielle 
Sham at Townscape, 900 Fort Street 
Mall, Suite 1160, Honolulu, Hawaii 
96813.

To join the mailing list for 
updates, please fi ll out the form at 
bit.ly/3pxiY6y.

Community members shared their 
thoughts and feelings about how to 

manage the current situation. 

Leeward Planning Commission on 
May 19.

The project will take place on 
about 4 acres of a 5.7-acre parcel on 
the corner of Akoni Pule Highway 
and Maluhia Road. A portion of 
Waikalaupala Gulch runs through 
the property. Two buildings con-
structed prior to 1921 and a utility 
building of the former Kohala Club 
Hotel will be demolished. A fourth 
building, visible from the driveway, 
will remain and be used as a care-
taker’s residence and storage.

The fi rst phase will include con-
struction of a transition clinic on 
the makai portion of the property 
with access via Maluhia Road. The 
single-story structure will include 
eight examination rooms and facili-
ties for pediatric, dental, and behav-
ioral care, as well as a pharmacy 
and offi  ces.

The second phase will see the 
addition of a two-story permanent 
clinic over the site of the existing 
hotel structure. It will include 13 
examination rooms, a Hawaiian 
healing center, dental offi  ces, and 
several large research and educa-
tional areas.  

When it is completed, expected 
date in 2025, the transitional clinic 
will be demolished and the mate-
rials re-purposed, the application 
says.

The fi nal phase will be construc-
tion of a two-story workforce hous-
ing structure located at the back 
of the property. The 5,700 square-
foot building will include eight 
bedrooms, each with a bathroom, 
kitchen, dining and living space, as 
well as extensive lanai areas. It is 
expected to be used as temporary 
housing for contract workers, trav-
eling multi-disciplinary researchers 
and trainees working at the clinic. 

Eventually the completed proj-
ect will include a much-widened 
driveway entrance off  Akoni Pule 
Highway, extensive parking, a 
courtyard, and a garden for healing 
plants.

Laurel Swan, who lives in 
North Kohala and heads the 
Waimea branch of Honolulu-based 
WhiteSpace Architects, will serve as 
the project architect.

An archaeological survey of the 
property revealed some cement 
remnants of plantation use. The 
buildings were used for medical 
offi  ces at some time in their long 
history. 

The report said “no further work 
recommended” to the State Historic 
Preservation Division.

The Planning Department is 
expected to support approval of 
the permits to the Leeward Plan-
ning Commission. However, when 
it comes to wastewater, the depart-
ment noticed that instead of pro-
viding two septic tank systems 
as proposed, the Department of 
Health may be requiring a single 
wastewater treatment plant.

Written testimony in favor of 
the new clinic project has been sent 
by Friends of the Future, the prin-
cipals of Kohala Middle School and 
Kohala High School, Partners in 
Development Foundation, Kohala 
Village LLC, Big Island Substance 
Abuse Council, and the Growth 
Management Group of the North 
Kohala Community Development 
Plan Advisory Group.

 CEO Carpenter said, “We are 
currently fundraising and accepting 
donations.”

Hāmākua-Kohala Health has 
four locations on the Big Island in 
Waimea, Honokaa, Laupahoehoe 
and Kohala. It has already raised 
$7 million for rebuilding its clinic in 
Honoka’a.

Clinic, from Page 1

By Jesse Lucas
Hau`oli ka Lā Ali`i Kamehameha (Happy King Kamehameha Day). King Kamehameha 

Day is on Iune (June) 11th. This year the lānui (holiday) happens on a Lāpule (Sunday). 
Iʻm looking forward to a return to the traditional events of the ho`olaule`a (celebration). 

In particular, the huaka`i (parade) with pa`u riders (women horseback riders). The 
pa`u riders wear long skirts and each wear a color that signifi es one of the eight islands;  
`ula`ula/red (Hawai`i), `ākala/pink (Maui), `āhinahina/gray (Kaho`olawe), `alani/orange 
(Lāna`i), `ōma`oma`o/green (Moloka`i), melemele/yellow (Oahu), poni/purple (Kaua`i), 
and ke`oke`o/white (Ni`ihau). I hope everyone has time to witness this event in person, 
it has been a while.

ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi for Mei 2023 (May)
Hau`oli ka Lā Ali`i Kamehameha 
(Happy King Kamehameha Day)
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By Toni Withington
Thirty-nine years ago, the 

County of Hawaii required the 
developer of the Kohala Water-
front subdivision to come up with 
a public access plan along its shore. 
Even though a parking area was 
built, and fi shermen and hikers con-
tinued to walk along the rough trail 
in front of million-dollar homes, the 
draft plan only this month made its 
way to the Planning Department.

The trail to this point was not 
without controversy. And provi-
sions of the plan are more than 
likely to be challenged because it 
varies in several ways from public 
access plans that have been recently 
approved by the County.

The most active players in the 
back and forth that led the Kohala 

Waterfront Public Access – Better Late than Never

Waterfront Community Associa-
tion to fi nally locate the trail on 
the ground and submit the writ-
ten plan have been the North 
Kohala Community Access Group 
(NKCAG), the Kailapa Commu-
nity Association, and residents of 
Kohala Estates. Staff  members of 
the Planning Department and the 
Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail 
have acted as mediators.

Kohala Waterfront is one of 
two subdivisions makai of Akoni 
Pule Highway between Kawai-
hae and Kapa’a Park and the only 
one with houses built out. Con-
troversy started when one owner 
built a massive stone wall along the 
length of the shoreline, leaving only 
an unstable narrow space for the 
trail. Another owner constructed a 

Photo: Toni Withington
Stone walls were built at Kohala Waterfront subdivision alongside the 

traditionally used fi shermen’s trail.
Stone walls encroach on the access trail at the Kohala Waterfront 

development. 
gravel trail makai of where it had 
traditionally been, and where the 
subdivision map had placed it. The 
County cited the owner for the vio-
lation. 

The community association, 
which has been working coop-
eratively with the County and Ala 
Kahakai for three years, was asked 
to move the trail inland where it 
crossed a steep drainage gulch. 
Then another place where it was 
too close to a cliff  edge, the trail 
was moved mauka. Members of the 
watchdog groups are expected to 
hike the trail soon, now that the trail 
surface has been improved.

That leaves the wording of the 
agreement document, which pro-

vides no public easement and has 
the landowners, many who don’t 
live here, fully maintain the trail 
and parking lot. This has been criti-
cized by some for not allowing any 
oversight of the condition of the 
trail by the County or Ala Kahakai. 
In addition, the plan does not 
include provisions for moving the 
trail inland in the event of erosion 
of the sea cliff  along which most of 
the trail is located.

A Planning Department spokes-
person confi rmed that the public 
access plan has not been accepted 
by the County yet. The NKCAG 
will discuss the matter at its next 
meeting on June 7 at 4:30 p.m. at the 
Senior Center (Old Courthouse).
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Come in 
and try 

our 
Aloha 
Cuba 

sandwich

Please call 
for a reservation

889-5555

Mr. K’s Recycle & Redemption
ELECTRONICS RECYCLING

COLLECTION

Fri, June 9 & Sat, June 24, 2023
10:00am-3:00pm

at NEW LOCATION! 73-5631 Kauhola St., Kona
* FREE EVENT open to public *

Businesses, government agencies and non-profi t organizations
MUST MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

and there is a limit of one pallet load per these customers. 
To schedule an appointment, call 808-969-1222

For more info visit
www.mrksrecyclehawaii.com/electronic-waste.html

ACCEPTABLE DEVICES:
• Computers, laptops, tablets

• TVs and monitors (plasma, CRT, LCD & LED)
• Uninterruptible Power Supply Systems

• Computer keyboards & mice
• Printers, copiers, fax

• Mobile & Landline phones
• Digital cameras

• VCRs, DVD/Blue-ray players
• Stereo components (no speakers)

• Items NOT on this list will NOT be accepted for recycling.

By Toni Withington
Plans to expand the Hawaii 

Island Retreat at Honopueo-
Hanaula from 16 to 36 units met 
with several obstacles this month. 
Requested revisions to the spa’s 
public access easement have come 
to light as well as an additional 
opposition from a neighbor.

Owner of the retreat, Ahu 
Pohaku Ho’omaluhia LLC, has 
asked the Leeward Planning Com-
mission to amend the Special 
Permit and Special Management 
Area permit which allow operation 
of the retreat on agricultural land 
and also provide for vehicle public 
access to the land and pedestrian 
shoreline access along the coast.

Road to Permits Expanding Coastline Retreat Gets Bumpy
At earlier hearings on the matter, 

three adjoining landowners called 
for a contested case hearing, a 
quasi-judicial meeting to make rec-
ommendations to the commission. 

Another landowner, William 
Merton, has also petitioned the 
commission for standing in a con-
tested case. 

Most of the comments Merton 
cited in previous testimony were 
concerns about the safety, main-
tenance, and liability of Maluhia 
Road, which the retreat shares with 
adjoining properties.

Two committees of the North 
Kohala Community Development 
Plan Advisory Group have pro-
duced a report that calls for updat-

ing the 2009 Grant of Public Access 
Easement (GOPAE) to the county to 
be consistent with current rules and 
standards required for shoreline 
access. The Growth Management 
Group produced a report compar-
ing the previous public access plan, 
which covers several oceanfront 
properties in addition to that held 
by Ahu Pohaku Ho’omaluhia, to 
four other GOPAEs the County has 
approved in North Kohala subdivi-
sions since that date. 

The Kohala Community Access 
Group reviewed the report and is 
drawing up recommendations for 
updating the easement document. 
Jeanne Sunderland, representative 
of the owner, has told both groups 

that she is open to the redrafting to 
ensure continued public access at 
the retreat site.

Changes being recommended 
include providing designated 
spaces for parking, widening the 
trail requirement, providing inspec-
tion oversite by the County, and 
establishing rules for moving the 
trail in the event of erosion of the 
cliff .

The amendments to the permits 
involve adding units at the retreat 
by building 20 individual one-to-
two-person hale scattered among 
two existing orchards. 

The contested case hearing on 
the matter had not been scheduled 
at the time of KMN deadline.

On Saturday, June 24, the road will be closed 
for a short time, beginning at the intersection of 
Kynnersley Road and Akoni Pule Highway and 

ending at Roots Skatepark in Kamehameha Park. 
The closure is part of bringing back a very fun event, 

“Go Skate Day Parade” presented by Roots Skate Park.
The North Kohala Hawaii Police Department will close the main 

highway to hold a skateboarder parade in Kapa’au 
starting promptly at 10 a.m. 

Road closure will be lifted at 10:30.
Join us as we skateboard northbound on both lanes of 

Akoni Pule Highway 270 from Kynnersley Road 
to Roots Skate Park.

Notice Of Road Closure June 24 for Go Skate Day

Photo courtesy Roots Skatepark
The roadway between the Kynnersley Road and Akoni Pule Highway 

intersection and Roots Skate Park in Kamehameha Park will be closed 
to traffi c from 10:00 to 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, June 24, for the Go Skate 

Day Parade. 
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Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas 
speaks for North Kohala as a 

member of the Hawaiʻi State House 
of Representatives.

Aloha. The 2023 legislative ses-
sion has ended with signifi cant 
progress made on numerous issues. 
Over the course of four months, the 
Legislature worked cooperatively 
to introduce, hear and pass mea-
sures that address many pressing 
issues and needs of the State. The 
House of Representatives alone 
introduced 1,514 House Bills, 208 
House Concurrent Resolutions, 
and 225 House Resolutions for con-
sideration. When the Legislature 
adjourned on May 4, it had passed 
274 bills focused on various mat-
ters impacting the State, including 
the following noteworthy achieve-
ments:

1) Providing Hawaii’s working 
families with over $703,000,000 in 
targeted tax relief for the next fi ve 
years;

2) Appropriating $100,000,000 
for the Hawaii Green Infrastructure 
Authority to provide solar loans to 
low-income families;

3) Appropriating $3,500,000 per 
fi scal year for the Child and Adoles-
cent Crisis Mobile Outreach Team 
Pilot Program;

4) Depositing $280,000,000 into 
the Rental Housing Revolving Fund 
and $100,000,000 into the Dwelling 
Unit Revolving Fund to support 
aff ordable housing infrastructure;

5) Appropriating $170,000,000 
to plan and build teacher housing 
across the State;

6) Appropriating $194,200,000 
to protect, manage, and restore the 
State’s natural resources;

7) Increasing the Medicaid reim-
bursement rates to 100% of Medi-
care rates;

8) Appropriating $10,800,000 
each year for homelessness pro-
grams;

9) Appropriating $38,800,000 for 
the Preschool Open Doors program;

10) Securing over $93,000,000 in 
federal funds to expand broadband 
infrastructure;

11) Taxing vaping products simi-
lar to other tobacco products, which 
is projected to generate $15,000,000 
per year in revenue and disincen-
tivize use among youth and young 
adults;

12) Strengthening the State’s 
reproductive health care services 
and protections;

13) Implementing fi rearms regu-
lations that strive to balance indi-
vidual rights with public safety; 
and

14) Improving the standards 
of conduct for public offi  cers and 
employees.

As I’ve reported before, the 
Commission to Improve Standards 
of Conduct (“CISC”) was convened 
during the 2022 Legislative Ses-
sion by the State House after two 
members of the Hawai’i State Leg-
islature plead guilty to corruption 
charges related to taking bribes to 
infl uence policy matters. The CISC 
was composed of representatives of 
the Ethics Commission, Campaign 
Spending Commission, Offi  ce of 
Elections, Common Cause, League 
of Women Voters, and other stake-
holders.

The CISC made 33 recommen-
dations that were introduced in 
bills either in whole or part. Many 
other bills were introduced with the 
same or similar language from the 
CISC recommendations address-
ing ethics and government reform 
issues. The legislature consid-
ered these good government bills 
related to government transpar-
ency and preventing public corrup-
tion proposed by CISC, the Ethics 
Commission, Campaign Spending 
Commission, Offi  ce of Elections, 
the Offi  ce of the Attorney General, 
Offi  ce of the Honolulu Prosecutor, 
individual legislators, and other 
State agencies. 

Of the 33 recommendations 
in the Commission to Improve 
Standards of Conduct’s Find-
ing and Legislative Proposals, 20 
were addressed fully by the leg-
islature and two were partially 
addressed. Of the eleven that were 
not addressed by the legislature, six 
were passed by both the House and 
Senate but died in conference, one 
was not approved by the House, 
two can be implemented at the dis-
cretion of Committee Chairs, one 
was addressed through changes 

to the House Rules, and one was 
determined to be the responsibility 
of the Counties. 

The legislature adopted many 
of the proposed bills to strengthen 
State laws to prevent public corrup-
tion, including SB228 that addresses 
three of the CISC recommenda-
tions: (1) Establishes the off ense 
of fraud as a Class B felony, (2) 
establishes the off ense of making 
false, fi ctious, or fraudulent claims 
against the State or any County as 
a Class C felony, and (3) establishes 
the off ense of using or making false 
statement or entries in matters 
within the jurisdiction of the execu-
tive, legislative, or judicial branch 
of the State as a Class C felony. As a 
complement to the changes made in 
SB228, the legislature also approved 
HB 710, which establishes a felony 
off ense for obstructing an investi-
gation into the crimes established in 
SB 228.

In the end, the legislature 
approved over thirty government 
reform bills in the following subject 
areas:

1) Government Transparency: 
HB712 and SB1513; 

2) Ethics Reform: HB717, HB140, 
HB141, HB137, HB138, HB142 
SB1493, SB182, and HR8 which 
urges the Counties to devote suffi  -
cient funding to the County ethics 
boards/commissions.

3) Campaign Finance Reform: 
HB97, HB90, HB93, HB99, HB91, 
HB92, SB203, SB51, SB1189, and 
HB463; 

4) Public Corruption Prevention: 
SB228, HB710, HB986 and HB983; 
and 

5) Election Integrity: HB130, 
HB1294, SB19, SB141, SB1076, 
SB1541 and SB179

Now that the 2023 Legisla-
tive Session has adjourned, I will 
begin my work during the interim 
on various ongoing matters in the 
jurisdiction of the House Judiciary 
and Hawaiian Aff airs Commit-
tee, including the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands’ execution 
of a $600,000,000 appropriation to 
address its benefi ciary waiting list. 

I am grateful to serve as the 
State Representative for Kohala. 
Please share your concerns or ideas 
about legislative bills or commu-
nity issues by contacting my offi  ce 
at 808-586-8510 or emailing me at 
reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov. You 
can also subscribe to my regular 
e-newsletter by going to bit.ly/rep-
tarnas-signup. I am always glad to 
hear from you. Mahalo!

County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Cindy Evans

There is a lot of chatter among 
elected offi  cials across the nation, 
state and Hawai’i County Council 
about climate change. Our Mayor 
and your Council are considering 
Bill 48 to create a new offi  ce that 
supports County operations and 
programs by making recommenda-
tions based on principals of sustain-
ability, climate change mitigation 
and adaptation, resilience, environ-
mental justice and equity. I want 
to highlight one key component of 

this Bill… How we address change 
while at the same time creating pol-
icies that do not inadvertently and 
disproportionately impact low- and 
moderate-income individuals and 
families? 

Another component of the Bill 
is the use of technology to under-
stand the health of our native for-
ests, for example. We need the 
forests to create rain and moisture 
that supports our water aquifers 
and our ecosystem, so embracing 

new methods to monitor and ana-
lyze data will assist government 
in making informed decisions. I 
am encouraged that our County is 
embracing technology and method-
ology. Next? The challenge to fi nd 
employees who are trained and 
want to work for the County.

Linked below is the County’s 
Draft of the Integrated Climate 
Action Plan for our island. It focuses 
on greenhouse gas reduction, cli-

May Contributors
Ailee Afaga , Evin Bumanglag, 

Easterine Edmond, Cindy Evans, 
Virginia Fortner, Randee Golden, 
Becki Jankowski, William Kaye, 
KHS Science Students, Michael 

Lam, Libby Leonard, Jesse Lucas, 
Catherine Morgan, Anne Padilla, 
Richey Riggs, Na i Rivera, Ashley 
Spencer, Steven Stenson, Brenda 
Swan, David Tarnas, Lynda Wal-
lach, Malia Welch, John Winter, 

Toni Withington.

June Deadlines
Ads and News: 6/9/23

Calendar: 6/16/23
Distribution: 6/23/23

July Deadlines
Ads and News: 7/7/23

Calendar: 7/14/23
Distribution: 7/21/23
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Councilmember Cindy Evans 
represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai’i County Council District 9. 

(Courtesy Cindy Evans)

Kohala 
Dental Center

Your health & safety 
have always been our 

top priorities.

● Safely providing all dental care
● Advanced infection controls
● Fully vaccinated staff
● Emergency appointments
● Welcoming new patients

Doing our part to keep 
Kohala healthy!

Call us today 
to request an appointment

889-6277

mate adaptation and features 
actions to build local resilience to 
climate change. Our County Depart-
ment of Research and Development 

is requesting feedback through June 
1. Visit www.rd.hawaiicounty.gov/
economic-development/climate-
change-action to check it out!

This month and next the County 
Council is working on next year’s 
budget and responding to Mayor’s 
submittal of fi nal capital budget 
and operating budget for fi scal year 
2023-2024, which starts July 1. There 
is an increase in funding to train 
current staff  to assume new respon-
sibilities and embrace technology. 
Personally, I fi nd this an exciting 
time for the County but know there 
are growing pains.

Staff  and I are here to listen, 
assist, and work with you on County 
issues. Please visit one of our four 
locations, call (808)889-6512, or 
email cindy.evans@hawaiicounty.
gov. I remain optimistic that with 
citizen involvement and transpar-
ency we will tackle the external 
infl uences that are impacting our 
island. 

To subscribe to District 9 
monthly newsletter, visit eepurl.
com/iqadLA.

MEETING TIME: Wednesday, May 31, 4:30 p.m.
PLACE: Kohala Intergenerational Center, Kamehameha Park Road, Kapa‘au, HI 96755

AGENDA
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS
Kohala residents are encouraged to attend and voice their opinion on issues. They may 
even recommend actions and suggest subjects not presently addressed.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS (please see accompanying article on issues being addressed)
● Affordable Housing: Addresses the housing needs for families in Kohala.
● Agriculture:  The future of agriculture in our area.
● Community Access: Exploring ways for Kohala residents to have more 
   mauka and makai access.
● Growth Management:  Addresses zoning, permits and variance requests 
   and how they affect us.
● Health and Wellness: Addresses Kohala health care infrastructure 
   and emergency response.
● Parks, Roads, View Planes and Erosion Control:  Addresses many 
    infrastructure problems and projects.
● Utilities:   Addresses all utility and waste stream issues.
● Investigatory Subcommittee on Re-zoning and Agricultural Property Tax Rates:
 Works on Kohala input to the ongoing County reassessment of zoning 
 and agricultural tax rate reduction criteria. 

NEW BUSINESS

PUBLIC INPUT AND AGENDA SUGGESTIONS FOR THE NEXT MEETING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NORTH KOHALA COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN ADVISORY GROUP

By Lynda Wallach
The April 26 meeting of the CPD 

Advisory Group was devoted to 
the reports of the various subcom-
mittees.

The Aff ordable Housing Group 
has been focusing on Community 
Land Trust (CLT) options. Obtain-
ing suitable land continues to be 
one of the major obstacles facing 
eff orts to build aff ordable housing. 
The group met over Zoom with 
Jim and Loreeta Wickenden, who 
have recently used their company 
in conjunction with Hale O Hawaiʻi 
to build an aff ordable house using 
a method modeled on a successful 
Maui CLT. 

The new owner was able to pur-
chase the home from the Trust for 
$190,000, which includes a 99-year 
renewable lease on the land held by 
the CLT. The longer the owner stays 
in the home, the more equity they 
accumulate. If the house is sold, the 
balance of the increase goes back to 
the CLT. 

The group also met with Terra 
Sutton, who was part of a group 
that formed in 2000 to work on 
aff ordable housing in Kohala. That 
group created the Kohala Commu-
nity Land Trust (KCLT) in 2003 but 
by 2006 the group had disbanded. 
The subcommittee is looking into 
renewing the KCLT as a blueprint 
for the future.

The Agriculture Group is in the 
process of sending out mahalo let-
ters to the leaders, vendors, spon-
sors and participants that together 
made the North Kohala Agricul-
ture Visioning/Strategic Planning 
Session such a great success. The 
County is synthesizing the data 
which the group plans to review at 
its next meeting after which they 
will decide how to share the results 
with the community. They will also 
be considering funding and fun-
draising for some of the priority 
actions that came out of the event. 
They are also thinking about how 
they best create an impact at the 
next legislative session.

Joe Carvalho of the Community 
Access Group said that contracts 
are being written for the purchase 
of Halelua (the Vipassana prop-
erty) by the County. When the sale 
is complete, all the shoreline from 
Kauhola Point to Kapanaia will be 
publicly owned. Kohala Lihikai 

CDP Advisory Group April 26, 2023
will be working with the commu-
nity on plans for the stewardship of 
the property.

The contested case regarding 
the Hawaii Island Retreat grant 
of public access easement is likely 
not to be settled until this summer. 
The owner has committed to make 
any requested modifi cations to 
the Grant of Easement (GOE) and 
Grant of Public Access Easement 
(GOPAE). Community Access has 
expressed support for the project. 
The Growth Management Group 
is also reviewing the GOEs and 
GOPAEs.

The sale of 35.5 acres at Lama-
loloa to the National Park Service 
closed in April and the land is now 
conserved. The container has been 
moved.

Parker Ranch has listed for sale 
269 acres of its land at Kukuipahu, 
from the highway to the ocean next 
to the gated subdivision Ranches at 
Puakea. It is advertising the prop-
erty as ideal for a “gated, upscale 
community” of up to thirteen lots, 
all with ocean views. The subcom-
mittee is anticipating a lot of discus-
sion on this.

The Growth Management Group 
has reviewed the proposed amend-
ments to the Shoreline Setback reg-
ulations proposed by the Planning 
Department and has determined 
that they seem to be in line with the 
eff ects of climate change. 

In keeping with their primary 
focus on community emergency 
preparedness, the Health and Well-
ness Group viewed the contents of 
the CERT supply storage container 
at Kamehameha Park. John Winter 
plans to install new shelving, after 
which the group will inventory and 
organize the items. Cindy Evans 
has obtained a grant of $5,100 for 
additional emergency supplies and 
equipment. CERT is always looking 
for new members and will have an 
informational table at the Kohala 
Night Market.  

John Winter of the Parks, Roads, 
Erosion Control and View Planes 
Group reported that the new pump 
at the pool is working fi ne. Sand 
has been added to three of the 
fi ve fi lters and the other two need 
minor repairs. The parts have been 
ordered. Jeff  Coakley has asked 
Parks and Recreation (P&R) to look 

See NKCDP Page  7



Real Estate
& 2ND HOME SERVICES,LLC
“PERSONALIZED PROPERTY SOLUTIONS FOR YOU”

April K. Lee, RB, BA CCIM, GREEN R
808-989-5995 www.KRE2.com/april@kre2.com

Personalized Property Solutions for You

Sold in 2 Days $1.19M
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NAKAHARA STORE

(808) 889-6449  | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm  Sun: 8am-3pm
Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree

Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts
HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP, & MAUI ONION SALSA

into chlorination and pH control 
systems.

Winter shared a map of water 
wells that may be considered as 
water sources for bicyclists using a 
possible new bike trail from west of 
Hāwī to Kawaihae.

The State Historical Society is 
still holding up the demolition of 
the pavilion at Māhukona with no 
expressed timeline. P&R has an 
option to invoke the 45-day “move 
forward” policy when another 
agency fails to act in a timely fash-
ion; however, they have been reluc-
tant to do so because “we do not 
want to go that route (in an eff ort 
to maintain a good relationship).” 

In response, the Advisory Group 
voted unanimously to send a letter 
to the Director of P&R, expressing 
the extreme frustration of the com-
munity with the delay and urging 
him to invoke the move forward 
policy. Moreover, the existing pavil-
ion presents the real possibility of 
County liability for any vandalism 
or injury that may occur.

The Utilities Group reported that 
construction of the well and reser-
voir at Halaula are complete and 
with only fi nal permitting remain-
ing to be done. Once redundancy is 
achieved, the group will be talking 
to the Department of Water Supply 
about their allowing second meters 
for properties with legal homes.

The group is also addressing 
the issue of wastewater. Hawaii’s 
Act 125 calls for an end to all cess-
pools by 2050, which will impact 
almost all Kohala home and busi-
ness owners. 

All homeowners wanting to sell 
or refi nance their properties will 
be under increasing pressure to 
replace their cesspools. Some lots 
may not be big enough to handle 
septic tanks and leach fi elds. More-
over, the cost of conversion to septic 
tank systems or the construction of 
sewer lines and treatment plants is 
very high. The group has decided to 
explore alternatives that are appro-
priate to Kohala’s rural setting 
and to begin sharing information 

with organizations throughout the 
county since, with 55,000 cesspools 
on Hawaii Island, this is a county-
wide issue.

The subgroups tackle real issues 
impacting the citizens of Kohala 
and they all welcome new members. 
Community members are encour-
aged to get involved in group that 
is dealing with an issue that inter-
ests them and to attend the meet-
ings of NKCDP Advisory Group. 
Subgroup meeting times and places 
can be found on the calendar page 
in this paper. The next meeting of 
the Advisory Group will be at 4:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, May 31, at the 
Old Courthouse (behind the King 
Kamehameha statue.)

NKCDP, from Page 6

By Anne Padilla
Kohala Hospital is proud to 

announce the appointment of Maria 
Mundell, RN, MBA, as its new Assis-
tant Hospital Administrator for 
Clinical Services, eff ective January 
1, 2023. Mundell received her Nurs-
ing and MBA in Healthcare degrees 
from the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa and Hilo, respectively, and 
is well known in the Kohala area 
as “Miss Bunyi” from her time as a 
high school teacher and track coach 
at Kohala High School. 

Before joining Kohala Hospital 
(KOH), Mundell worked in nurs-
ing and education at Kona Com-
munity Hospital (KCH). In her 
new role, Mundell will oversee all 
clinical operations at Kohala Hos-

pital, including developing and 
implementing strategies to improve 
patient care, safety, and outcomes. 
Mundell’s initiative, experience, 
and commitment to healthcare 
delivery in Kohala were key fac-
tors in her selection for the position, 
according to Diane Hale, Regional 
Chief Nurse Executive who over-
sees both KCH and KOH. Kohala 
Hospital Administrator Gino 
Amar also cited Mundell’s energy, 
team player skills, and ability to 
empower people as important qual-
ities that make her an excellent fi t 
for the role.

Kohala Hospital, a 25-bed criti-
cal access hospital, provides acute 
medical services, skilled nursing, 
and long-term intermediate care 

beds to the greater Kohala neigh-
borhood, supported by an array 
of wraparound services, including 
physical therapy, complex wound 
and antibiotic therapies, and imag-
ing services. Mundell aims to 
improve overall patient care out-
comes in the greater Kohala area by 
leveraging and strengthening the 
existing partnership between KOH 
and KCH, both of which are part of 
the West Hawaii Region under the 
Hawaii Health Systems Corpora-
tion. 

One way Mundell plans to 
achieve this is by highlighting the 
skilled nursing facility services at 
Kohala Hospital, which can help 
alleviate waitlist patients at KCH, 
a problem other facilities also 
experience nationwide. Addition-
ally, Mundell aims to empower 
and invest in the current team by 
opening uptraining and opportu-
nities for the clinical staff  to off er 
patients more comprehensive acute 
services right at Kohala Hospital. 
“The potential at Kohala Hospital is 
incredible,” said Mundell. “We can 
become the beacon of healthcare in 
the Kohala and Kona area through 

our strengthened West Hawaii 
Region partnership.”

Kohala Hospital Appoints Maria Mundell as Assistant Hospital Administrator

Credit: Kohala Hospital
Maria Mundell is Kohala 

Hospital’s new Assistant Hospital 
Administrator for Clinical Services. 
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See KHCF, Page 9

Mahalo nunui to everyone that helped to
make the 6th annual North Kohala
Community Resource Center's golf
tournament a sweet success!

First place-Mel Macy, Geoy Purdy, Jason
Macy and Mauae Purdy (Pictured)
Second place-Felix Asia, Chad Osaki, Jon
Thiebault, and Mike Zierdt
Third place-John Bartholomew, John
Kushi, Ted Young and Al Tanaka
Closest to the pin:
hole 5 - Mike Milare
hole 7 - Al Tanaka
hole 13 - Ed Doherty
hole 16 - Jon Tiebaut
Longest drive wahine - Michelle Q.
Longest drive kane - Mauae Purdy

Winner Winner

northkohala.org~808.889.5523

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR WINNERS!
Extra special mahalo to John Watterson for

the beautiful handcrafted trophies!

Phone: 808-889-0668
NOW OPEN EVERY DAY 9AM - 8PM

on the highway in Kapa`au
www.kohalall.com

By William Kaye
This is a story about how the 

Kohala Hospital Charitable Foun-
dation and the Hāmākua-affi  liated 
Kohala Clinic came to be. This story 
is not meant to be about me, but 
how the North Kohala community 
came together. I was merely facilita-
tor and coordinator. 

I retired as Professor of Surgery 
and Medicine at Brown Medical 
School in Providence, Rhode Island 
in December 1999. We moved to 
Kapa`au in February 2000. I was 
never licensed, nor did I desire 
to practice medicine, in Hawaii. I 
came here to retire, garden and do 
volunteer work.

I joined the Kohala Hospital 
Auxiliary. Herbert Yim, the admin-
istrator of Kohala Hospital, a sub-
sidiary of Hawaii Health Systems 
Corporation (HHSC), had worked 
tirelessly with Washington to have 
the hospital fi nally declared a criti-
cal access hospital, thus guarantee-
ing its survival. 

Because it was diffi  cult for 
HHSC to provide funding for capi-
tal requests – and realizing the need 
to protect the public health of the 
North Kohala community and the 
future of Kohala Hospital – Mr. Yim 
asked me to set up a Kohala Hos-
pital Charitable Foundation similar 
to the foundation at Kona Hospital. 

A small group of us, which 

How Kohala Hospital Charitable Foundation and the 
Hāmākua-affi liated Kohala Clinic Came to Be

included Keli`i Sine, Robert Wat-
kins, Burton Martin, Alan Axelrod 
and Greg Harmon, met beginning 
in April 2002. 

Bylaws were written, a board 
was formed with elected offi  cers, 
the Foundation was incorporated 
in the State of Hawaii and chari-
table 501(c)(3) status was obtained. 
According to the bylaws, the Foun-
dation was organized exclusively 

for charitable, scientifi c, and/or 
educational purposes to provide 
assistance to Kohala Hospital, 
its programs, facilities, staff  and 
patients.

Offi  cers of the newly formed 
Foundation participated in the 
Kohala Fair in October 2002, inform-
ing about the Foundation and invit-
ing Kohala residents to adopt the 
hospital. The Foundation held its 

fi rst silent auction in March 2003 at 
the Puakea Ranch home of Robert 
Watkins and Jean Sunderland, with 
a sumptuous buff et provided by 
Jean Sunderland. Items for the auc-
tion were donated primarily by the 
merchants of Hāwī and Kapa`au. 
The money raised was deposited 
into a special account to begin the 
accumulation of funds for the Foun-
dation and Kohala Hospital. 

From the beginning in 2002 to 
the present, the Foundation has 
grown. It recently funded a new 
emergency department at Kohala 
Hospital. 

In 2003 I learned that the one 
D.O. and the two M.D. physicians 
in North Kohala who practiced tra-
ditional allopathic medicine were 
planning either to retire or leave 
the community, which would mean 
there would be no M.D. or D.O. 
physicians in North Kohala. I also 
learned that West Hawaii was con-
sidering a proposal for a commu-
nity health center. I attended the 
fi rst meeting in Kona, during which 
Susan Hunt, the CEO of Hāmākua 
Health Center, described federally 
qualifi ed community health centers 
which were funded by the govern-
ment and provided health care to 
all, regardless of ability to pay. It 
became clear to me that it made 
more sense to work with Hāmākua 

Courtesy of William Kaye
Left to right: William Kaye, Keli`i Sine, Alan Axelrod, Burt Martin, Greg 

Harmon at the 2002 Kohala Fair.
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www.algoodhi.com Holly Algood, PB  
RB 22414
808-557-0354 cell
holly@algoodhi.com

FOR RENT              55-3308 Puu Mamo Drive, Hawi, HI                 5/15/23 - 01/15/24
Separate main home and guest house in Maliu Ridge

Features: 4+ Bedrooms, 3.5 Bathrooms, 4,093 sqft interior 1.70 acres land.
Spectacular ocean views; timber frame construction; chef's kitchen; beautifully furnished; 

high ceilings; expansive covered lanai for protected indoor/outdoor living; four elegant bedrooms 
plus a large loft area; fruiting citrus trees. Situated for privacy at a higher elevation
Wonderful details including hardwood fl ooring throughout, elegantly decorated, 

quality appliances, higher-end construction, paved driveway.
$5,500 per month includes electric, gas, 

water, WIFI and lawn care
We’re happy to serve all your 
farm animal veterinary needs! 

Lutz Hunyadi, DVM, MS, DACVIM
& Emily Sundman, DVM, DABVP

808-369-9531
advancedequinediagnostics@

gmail.com

Did you know? 
The Kohala Mountain  

News is online at
kohalamountainnews.com

Now SEARCHABLE 
back to 2011

to expand care to Kohala. I soon 
begin a dialogue with the Hāmākua 
CEO and the chairman of the board. 
For Hāmākua to consider moving 
into Kohala, they requested that we 
conduct a needs survey and pro-
vide an invitation for Hāmākua to 
come into Kohala.  

Because providing physicians 
and healthcare for North Kohala 
were not the purpose of the Foun-
dation, I resigned from the Foun-
dation to devote my full eff orts to 
bringing Hāmākua into Kohala.

Some North Kohala residents 
– including Diana Moriarty, Ida 

Otake, Anne Fojtasek, Vivian 
Moku, Pastor `Ilima Moiha and Vi 
Lamog – who were concerned about 
healthcare in North Kohala joined 
together as a task force. The purpose 
of the task force was to survey the 
North Kohala population to assess 
their abilities to access medical and 
dental healthcare, and whether they 
wanted a federally qualifi ed clinic 
that provided healthcare regardless 
of ability to pay. 

They developed a simple, one-
page questionnaire with only 11 
questions written in easily under-
standable language. Except for 

asking if the respondent lived in 
North Kohala, personally identify-
ing information was excluded.

Between August and November 
2004, surveys were administered 
to adult (18 years or older) North 
Kohala residents. 

The people targeted for the 
survey were participants at the 
October 2004 Kohala Fair in Hāwī, 
North Kohala merchants, mem-
bers of church groups, the Hawai-
ian Civic Club, the Kohala Seniors 
Club, Kohala Community Athletic 
Association, visitors to the Public 
Health Clinic in Kapa`au, the dental 
van at St. Augustine Church and 
the Hawaii Food Bank in Hāwī. 
To achieve compliance, all surveys 
were completed on the spot; none 
were handed out to be taken home; 
none were mailed. 

Surveys were completed by 481 

North Kohala adults. Respondents 
were unable to meet medical needs 
for several reasons: no insurance for 
23 percent, inability to pay for 27 
percent, and transportation prob-
lems for 9 percent. In the previous 
year, one or more people in 32 per-
cent of households needed, but had 
gone without, medical care. Ninety 
three percent thought that we 
needed a community health center 
for North Kohala.

In 2006, Hāmākua purchased the 
Kohala Clinic, which became part 
of Hāmākua-Kohala Health, along 
with clinics in Honaka`a, Waimea 
and Laupahoehoe. Plans are ongo-
ing for a new facility in Kapa`au.

This is how North Kohala 
worked together to produce two 
success stories of Kohala Hospi-
tal Charitable Foundation and the 
Kohala Clinic. Way to go, Kohala! 

KHCF fom Page 8

Courtesy of William Kaye
William Kaye with surveys at the 2004 Kohala Fair.

Summer is here and so is the Summer Reading Challenge! The North 
Kohala Public Library is kicking things off  with “A Storybook Adven-
ture” on June 5 at 2:30 p.m. You are the game piece, and each roll of 
your dice gets you and your reading buddy closer to safety. But beware, 
some of those book characters are trickier than they seem! This family 
program will feature water activities, so please come prepared. 

The library will be hosting a variety of programs throughout the 
summer, from ongoing favorites such as story time every Wednesday 
at 10:00 a.m., to special events such as Boyd Bond providing a histori-
cal lecture on King Kamehameha on Monday, June 19, at 5:00 p.m. All 
programs are free and open to the public! You can pick up a calendar of 
events at the library, fi nd program dates online at LibrariesHawaii.org, 
or check out the weekly and monthly calendars in the Kohala Mountain 
News. 

Summer Reading is a fun and simple way to exercise your brain and 
encourage lifelong learning and reading. The Summer Reading Chal-
lenge runs from June 1 to July 31. Anyone interested in participating 
can sign up online through LibrariesHawaii.org/SummerReading or 
in person at any public library. Just keep track of how much time you 
spend reading and remember all kinds of reading counts for Summer 
Reading, not just library materials. 

For more information, stop by the library or call (808) 889-6655. We 
hope to see you this summer! 

Public Library Summer Reading 
Challenge 2023



The Kohala Mountain NewsPage 10 May 26, 2023

By Becki Jankowski, Malia Welch and 
Cathy Morgan-Standard

A longtime Kohala resident, a 
well-known and respected painter, 
a passionate musician and social 
activist, Ted “Jan” Jankowski/
Janson recently died. He was 76 
years old. He is survived by his 
wife, painter and educator Rebecca 
Buck Jankowski; and his son Tito 
and daughter-in-law Shova, who 
are now living in San Francisco. His 
twin sister, Theodora Janson, lives 
in Owen Sound, Canada, and his 
brother, Jonathan Janson, lives in 
Rome, Italy.

Jan and Becki’s marriage was 
built upon their love for painting 
and their willingness to live a simple 
life, aff ording them the precious gift 
of time to make art. They met while 
studying impressionist color with 
Henry Hensche at the Cape School 
of Art in Provincetown, an art 
colony in Massachusetts. For many 
years they followed a seasonal art 
circuit from New England to Flor-
ida, living and painting from their 
car and sailboat. After their son Tito 
was born in 1986, they searched 
for a place where they could paint 
year-round outdoors. 

Eventually, their search led them 
to Kohala. Early on they lived at the 
Kohala Girls School at `Iole. When 
the Ainakea subdivision was being 
built, they entered a lottery for an 
option to buy one of the available 
homes and won. 

They joined a community of 
other expectant homeowners wait-
ing for loans to go through. By and 
by, after camping at Māhukona, 
they took possession of a modest 
home Rebecca still lives in today. 

Kohala people remember seeing 
them up on Mountain Road or in 
Waimea, with the wind blowing 
their canvases (which were strapped 
to their big, old, paint-speckled car), 
furiously painting the gorgeous 

Theodore “Jan” Janson/Jankowski, Artist

views below. Or sitting quietly on 
the seawall at Māhukona, capturing 
scenes of the action on the pier or 
the stately old Railroad building. 

Ted often parked up on the 
Kaʻauhuhu Homestead Road, look-
ing down on a bucolic Hāwī Town 
nestled in green fi elds, rimmed by 
tall pines, stretching to the sea. He 
painted this beloved landscape 
hundreds of times.

There were years when he 

positioned his easel at the Kohala 
Coff ee Mill, painting portraits of 
anyone willing to model, and then 
giving hundreds of works away. 
Art was his obsession, his passion, 
and his lifeline. A day did not go by 
that Ted did not make art or sing 
his kooky, inventive songs like, “I 
Found Out the Hard Way,” “Wing 
Dang Jammy,” “French Fries and 
Alcohol,” “Too Skinny for Tattoos,” 
and “I Got an Email From Jesus.” 

Hundreds of his original songs have 
been played weekly for fi fteen years 
by DJ Denis Howard on his Friday 
morning show “Morning Maine” at 
station WERU in Blue Hill. 

In 2008, Ted and Becki joined ten 
other local artists to form the Kohala 
Artists Co-operative, then located 
at “Kenji’s House” in Kapaʻau. His 
dual abstract and impressionist 
paintings and constructions enliv-
ened the gallery, always bringing 
a new perspective on his subject 
matter. Ted sent his work all over 
the world, intending to take his 
place, with other great artists, in as 
many museums as possible. 

The Kohala Artists Co-operative 
will honor Ted’s/Jan’s lifework 
with a two-part retrospective show 
entitled, “JANKOWSKI: Paint, Pas-
sion, Persistence.”

Please join us for the opening 
on Saturday, June 3, from 6-8 p.m. 
June’s Show will be “Through the 
Eyes of Cowboy Van Gogh: People 
and Places of Kohala.” Some of the 
over 600 sunlit portraits Ted painted 
at the Kohala Coff ee Mill and local 
landscape paintings will be shown. 
July’s Show will feature his “Flow-
ers of Fatima,” “Goongala,” “Feed 
the Children,” and “Waterworld” 
series. 

We encourage you to come 
and view the enormous scope of 
this great artist’s work. He will be 
remembered with a dedicated brick 
on the walkway into the newly 
renovated Bond Library Heritage 
Center, lovingly given by the artists 
of the Co-operative.

Saturday, June 24, the family 
invites all who knew him to attend 
a mass for Theodore at the Sacred 
Heart Parish in Hāwī. Please don’t 
wear beachwear. Public visitation 
is at 9:00 a.m. with mass at 10:00, 
followed by a potluck gathering 
at noon at the Kohala Village HUB 
Barn. 

Courtesy of Becki Jankowski
Theodore “Jan” Janson/Jankowski
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LAST CALL 
TO BUY A BRICK... 

We are getting ready to close 
this wonderful campaign to 

support the Bond Restoration. 
Please get your order in today! 

Closes JULY 1ST.

You can be a part of history 
and leave a lifelong legacy 

while supporting the 
restoration of the 

Bond Library building 
by purchasing a 

commemorative brick. 
Please go to  

www.engravedbricks.com/
campaign/KHC 

where you can preview, 
order and pay online 

or call Kay Kammerzell 
at 808-746-4823 
for more info.

MI RANCHITOMI RANCHITO
MEXICAN CUISINE

Lunch and Dinner
 11:30 am - 4:00 pm 
& 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
daily except Sundays

Dine-in in our spacious 
new dining room
Downtown Hawi

New Phone Number
808-289-1465

By Randee Golden
“We have lost another remark-

able woman,” a friend commented 
on an April 26 social media post 
that shared about the passing of 
long time North Kohala resident Dr. 
Susan vdH Barnes. Born on Febru-
ary 25, 1943 in New York City, this 
woman with an amazing smile and 
huge heart left this world 80 years 
later from her beloved Kohala, 
which she made a better place for 
many.

Susan began visiting North 
Kohala in the mid 90s, when she 
invested in her fi rst home on Kap-
anaia Road. At that time she was 
still working as a professor in the 
Hutchins School of Liberal Stud-
ies at Sonoma State University in 
Northern California and running a 
private psychotherapy practice. In 
2004, after 32 years at the Univer-
sity, Susan retired to Hawi full time.

While she was sprouting roots 
here, this professor met Kumu 
Raylene Kawaiaeʻa and ended up 
pursuing her interest in Jungian 
symbology through the study of 
Hawaiian mythology. She joined 
Kumu Raylene’s new halau, Na 
Huapala ‘O Hawaiʻi Halau ‘O 
Haʻalelea. Though hula never 
became her thing, she stayed friends 
with Raylene and a supporter of the 
halau throughout the years.

This mana wahine shared many 
passions while she lived here. She 
created a beautiful home along 
with her small farm featuring many 
lei fl ower gardens and a variety of 
fruit trees. Known for her crown, 
gardenia and pikake lei, she would 
always make beautiful adornments 
for her friends on their birthdays. 
If gardenias were blooming, she 
visited with beautiful blossoms to 
share. 

Susan’s involvement in Kohala 
life was varied and shifted while 

Her Smile and Lei Will Be Missed

Courtesy of Susan Barnes
Dr. Susan vdH Barnes.

here. In the early years, she was a 
regular member of the Kohala Book 
Club, where she developed some 
enduring friendships. 

This active senior was also 
involved with the women’s gym 
created at Bozoʻs, the former gas 
station in Kapaʻau. When that busi-
ness ended, Susan worked hard to 
get equipment saved and moved 
to Kamehameha Park, where she 
faithfully worked out and cared 
for the exercise room. You would 
also fi nd Susan in yoga and Pilates 
classes, growing strength as well as 
more friendships.

In recent years, golfi ng became 
her passion and Susan could be 
seen at the North Kohala Golf Park 
on Sunday mornings driving one 
of Mary Lou Greisser’s carts and 
enjoying when a few good balls 
were hit. She was a generous sup-
porter of Kohala’s links, and always 
appreciated the folks who cared for 
the place. 

When Susan believed in some-
thing, she put forth eff ort to make 
it happen. Since the Kohala Ditch 
closed, she worked with the Hoʻea 
Water Hui to fi gure out how to get 
water to the area farmers. She was 
always interested in community 
happenings and made regular dona-
tions to the North Kohala Commu-
nity Resource Center. A lover of art, 
she supported her favorite artists in 
Kohala, gathering a beautiful col-
lection of island-inspired artwork. 

Creating art was an important 
part of Susan’s life, and during her 
retired years she spent time learn-
ing lauhala and coconut weaving 
and painting. Yet the creations we 
remember the most are those heart-
felt whimsical lei that she patiently 
sewed from her beloved garden. 

Susan’s two daughters, Sarah 
and Becky Graff , will be work-
ing with her friends to plan a cel-
ebration of life for Doctor Barnes, 
tentatively at the end of summer. 
Donations can be made on Susan’s 
behalf to your favorite project of the 
North Kohala Community Resource 
Center or one of Susan’s favorites, 
the North Kohala Golf Park.

Meanwhile, when you play 
golf, smell a gardenia, wear a lei, or 
watch sunset from Kapaʻa, send a 
little shout out to this kind, smiling 
woman who loved North Kohala 
and its people. 
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Weekly Events in  MAY 2023
DAY START END EVENT VENUE CONTACT

M-S 8:30AM narcotics anonymous rainbow cafe

MON 9am Senior Club @ CIVIC CENTER kohalaseniors@gmail.com

10am 3pm big island substance abuse 
council

the hub 969-9994
x860

4:30PM RMD TAIKO CLASSES HUB HALE 889-0404 
ext. 104

5:30PM Defiant Brats (WOMENS' AA) KAMEHAMEHA PARK PAVILLION 
behind TENNIS court

al anon meetings on zoom       https://www.al-anonhawaii.org/meeting-schedules

TUE 8AM 9am NARCOTICs ANONYMOUS kamehameha park near skate park
805-452-9501

8AM 9AM Tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

8am yoga/pilates beginner class call for location 333-8275

4:30pm 6pm belly dance fitness call for location 238-6111

4:30pm Kohala cares food drive st augustine's ALOHAPETER
@YAHOO.COM

5:30PM 7PM PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

wed 10AM 11AM STORY TIME NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

12pm 6pm thrift shop st augustine's 889-5390

2pm 4pm open guided art studio Artists' co-op 960-3597

2PM 3PM LEGO CLUB 6/7 & 6/21
BOARD GAMES: 6/14

NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

3:30 pm 4:30pm RMD TAIKO CLASSES (not 1st wed) HUB HALE 889-0404 
ext. 104

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm spiritual healing service 54-3876 Akoni Pule Ste 4 989-5995

7PM Alcoholics Anonymous Wylie Hall, ‘Iole 889-6703

THU 8am 5pm community harvest TOUCHING THE EARTH FARM

8am yoga/pilates beginner class call for location 333-8275

9AM 10:15PM Healing Circle for addicts Nani's Garden 805-452-9501

5:30pm 7pm PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8PM Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

FRI 8am Narcotics anonymous meeting Wiley Hall on Iole 805-452-9501

8am 9am tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

9:30AM 10:45AM YOGA   HUB HALE 202 746 0439

10am 3pm big island substance abuse council the hub 969-9994-x860

SAT 8AM 12PM FARMERS MARKET THE HUB 313-338 -7090

10AM 11PM free golf lessons north kohala 
golf park

kohalagolf@
gmail.com

Sun 8am yoga/pilates beginner class call for location 333-8275

6pm 7pm Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm 8pm RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING hub barn 805-452-9501

J. Lorenzo Construction
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time

• Residential, commercial,
  industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432
lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

• 35 years of experience 
  with projects done all
  over Kohala

"Feeling run down?" "Not yourself?"  
Consider one of our many 
vitamin/mineral cocktails.

Formulated to be administered into your vein.
Used to treat physical and mental health issues.

100% absorbed.
Feel better after one to a few treatments.

Call today (808) 498-4018

Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

20242023

A BEAUTiFUL TRADiTiON 
AND SERViCE TO OUR 

COMMUNiTiES

. Delivered free to every postal 
patron and to all West Hawai’i 

Resorts. Listings begin 
at just $35/year. 

Now a summer publication! 
Reserve your space at www.HIRBD.com 

or CALL 808-895-8769.

be a part of the 23rd annual editions

● Groceries ● General Merchandise ● Fishing & Diving Supplies 
● Fresh Flowers & Arrangements ● Hawaiiana

Monday - Saturday 8 to 7, Sunday 9 to 5
Across from the Middle School in Halaula ● 889-5262

By Brenda Swan
Kohala High School swept the 

top spots in the state of Hawaii in a 
year-long Stock Market Game. Stu-
dents Zanaiyah Murai and Averie 
Sasaki place fi rst with Lucius 
Nicholas and Mahea Pasco plac-
ing second among the state’s high 
schoolers.

The U.S. History students, along 
with their teacher Amber Corrales 
and KHS, were honored in recog-
nition of their outstanding perfor-
mance. 

Playing individually or in teams 
of up to fi ve, students use a simula-
tion with an imaginary investment 
of $100,000 to trade stocks, bonds, 
mutual funds, and exchange-traded 
funds on the New York Stock 
Exchange and NASDAQ.  Stu-
dents conduct research and follow 
global news that can impact fi nan-
cial markets, then place trades in 
real-time via computer or the SMG 

KHS Students Are Stock Market 
Game Winners

(Stock Market Game) smartphone 
app, competing with peers in their 
classroom and with teams across 
the state to increase their portfo-
lio value. In addition, students can 
choose socially responsible invest-
ments by selecting companies in 
alignment with the United Nations’ 
Sustainable Development Goals.

In the simulation, the fi rst-place 
team, Zanaiyah Murai and Averie 
Sasaki, earned $109,447.49. The 
second-place team, Lucius Nicho-
las and Mahea Pasco, came in with 
$108,673.05 in earnings over the year.

Students participating in Stock 
Market Game learn fi rst-hand the 
value of long-term investing via 
an online educational program 
used by Hawaii teachers to boost 
students’ math, economics, and 
personal fi nance knowledge, while 
also improving their test scores and 
instilling essential skills for fi nan-
cially independent futures.
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WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

Kohala 
Churches

Kohala Baptist Church

Please join us Sundays for Bible study  
at 9 AM  in the chapel and 

Worship at 10:30 AM outside
 under the Royal Poinciana tree

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church

Kalahikiola 
Congregational Church

Service every Sunday Morning at 9:30 
followed by pupus & fellowship

Prayer time Tuesdays at 11:30

Iole road off Akoni Pule Hwy. in 
Kapa’au 1/4 mile past the statue

www.kalahikiolacc.com
info@kalahikiolacc.com

Telephone   808-889-6436

Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church

Hawi, Hawai’i  •  The Welcoming Church
Masses: Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am

Rev Elias Escanilla

Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm
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Located at the bottom of  Hawi Rd.

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
 •  Propane

CARTOW
KOHALA

889-1061

North Hawaii Hospice is 
looking for patient and off ice 

volunteers.  Patient volunteers 
help patients and their 

families by providing respite 
care, companionship and 

emotional support.  

Volunteers can also help with 
grocery shopping, light 

household chores or meal 
preparation.  Hospice provides 
in-depth and detailed training 
via an on-line training program 

to give you the confidence 
and knowledge to work with 
Hospice patients and their 

families.  

Volunteers are an essential 
part of the care we provide at 
Hospice, and our volunteers 

truly feel that they always 
come away with more than 
they give.  Please volunteer, 

help a neighbor, or reach out
 to a friend with the 
confidence to off er 

compassionate support and 
guidance during a diff icult time. 

 info@northhawaiihospice.org889-5613
rod@rodsrepair.com

Rod’s Repair
Factory Authorized Appliance Service
• Appliances and parts
• Ice makers
• Refrigeration
• Locksmith service

Hinokawa Electric LLC
Serving All of Your Electrical Needs

High Voltage Specialist

• Home stand-by generators
• Generac generators 
• Sales and repairs
• Alternate energy systems
• New homes and renovations
• Trouble calls

Service is Our Business
Aloa # 021349

License C-16154

Open: 
Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30

Sat   9 - 3
889~5077

Hair Spectrum
Family Salon

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM

OUR BON DANCE IS ON! July 1, 6:30 pm! 
Come dance with us to celebrate and 

remember our ancestors - see you at temple!
Rev. Masanari Yamagishi 
(808)798-2075

June service 
Sunday June 21, 10 am

Sunday Worship Service 10 AM
Wednesday Spiritual Healing 

Service 7 PM
(1st Wed Grief Support Group)

54-3876 Akoni Pule Hwy 
(Kapaau Vet Bldg behind Ackerman Gallery) 
Scientifi c Evidence for Personality 

Survival beyond the grave.
Rev. Lee 808-889-5505

Letters
Mr. Duncan Anderson teaches seventh grade at Kohala Middle School. Every year he asks his students

to choose a problem on Hawai`i Island they would like to help solve. Students spend the earlier part of the school year 
researching and doing projects related to their chosen topic. Toward the end of the year, the students are charged with 

bringing their message out to the community in whatever way they see fi t. Part of that goal can be accomplished by writing 
a Letter the Editor for publication in the Kohala Mountain News. The following are some of those letters. 

Additional letters from other students will be published in upcoming issues.

Dear new skateboarders,
Hi, my name is Steve. I’m in 

seventh grade and I will be writ-
ing about skateboard safety. 
The problem is that new skate-
boarders don’t wear safety 
gear. When they fall, they can 
get really hurt, break something 
or even die. About 15 people a 
year die from skateboarding. 
The most important thing is to 
wear a helmet because the head 
is the most important thing to 
protect. Some people think it’s 
uncool to wear safety gear but 
what’s most important is your 
life. If people wear helmets and 
pads while skateboarding, fewer 
people will get hurt and die.

Thank you for reading! 
Sincerely, 
Steven

Skateboard Safety

Hi, my name is Nai. I am writ-
ing about hunting safety. Here 
are some tips to stay safe. 

When hunting, always wear 
bright clothes so other people 
can see you. Make sure your 
gun safety is on if you are not 
shooting the gun. Aim your gun 
at the animal you are going to 
shoot. Never aim the gun at any-
body. Can you hunt with a gun 
in Hawaii? Yes, but you need a 
gun license. To get your license 
you will need to take a Hunting 
Safety Class online or in person. 
Getting your license is impor-
tant. Hunting can be fun if you 
follow the rules and always 
think safety first. Do it right 
and get plenty smoke meat.

Mahalo, 
Nai Rivera

Hunting Safety

Dear people of Kohala, 
Social media is a big problem. 

TikTok, Instagram, Facebook and 
Twitter can cause depression and 
make you have body dysmorphia 
(a mental health condition that 
causes you to worry about your 
body). 

Over the years social media is 
getting worse and worse. People 
get addicted to it and when they 
see people that have a better 
body than they do, they tend to 
get insecure. It could cause you to 
starve yourself and make you have 
an eating disorder.  

Please don’t let your child have 
a social media account at a young 
age. Furthermore, monitor older 
children’s use of their accounts. 
Thank you for taking your time to 
read my letter!

Sincerely, 
Ailee Afaga 

Social Media
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Nellie Villena serves as Assistant Offi ce Manager at our Hāmākua-Kohala Health, 
Kapaʻau site. She has been a nurse for more than 40 years. “As a nurse I love working 
at Hāmākua-Kohala Health because of the patients we serve and my fellow colleagues I 

get to work with daily, working in the healthcare fi eld is challenging yet very rewarding.” 
-Nellie

The following exam was given to Kohala High School students in 
Mr. Douglas’s science class. Their answers describe the way they believe their 

planet would be run if they were in charge. 

Environmental Manifesto Exam

“You have been elected the 
Prime Minister of Mars. This planet 
is the new home for humans in the 
year 3000. You and your people 
have been given a serum that 
extends your life by 500 years to 
ensure fi delity in leadership. Your 
mission is to ensure that humans in 
the year 3000 will have a habitable 
and fully sustainable planet to live 
on. Earth’s systems  have already 
stopped making oxygen due to 
massive coral deaths and bleach-
ing events, natural farms have all  
failed, the fi sh in the ocean are all 
gone, people on earth are already 
fi ghting for their lives and global 
war has taken place. People are 
grouping by ethnicity and exclud-
ing others. People are hoarding 
food, seeds stocks, air containers, 
and water and arming themselves 
with large weapons. You need to 
develop 10 laws that your people 
and you willingly abide by to create 
a sustainable and inclusive culture 
on your planet.” 

LAWS
The most common laws thus far 

have been:
Law 1: Maintain stable ecosys-

tems.
Law 2: Recycle and reuse every-

thing, no waste is allowed. 
Law 3: Everyone must grow 

food and plants.
Law 4: No smoking, drugs or 

alcohol.
Law 5: Renewable energy only.
Law 6: No weapons or violence.
Law 7: Help each other and 

everyone works together.
Law 8: No toxins. 
Law 9: Mandatory education for 

all. 
Law 10: No discrimination of 

people.
PROMISE

What is your 500-year promise 
from you to your people on Mars? 

Student 1: My promise to you is 
that this world is going to last way 
longer, and I will make sure every-
one lives for all 3,000 years. 

Student 2: My 500-year prom-
ise is to make Mars livable for my 
people. 

Student 3: My 500-year promise 
is that we are going to turn Mars 
into our very own Earth and dis-
cover unusual things that we have 
never seen before. Our experience 
in our new home is going to be out 
of the ordinary. My promise to you 
is that you are going to experience 
nothing like ever before, exploring 
universes. 

Student 4: Life here on Mars will 
be incomparable to the lives once 
lived on Earth. 

Student 5: We live safely and 
stably. We will unite as one to create 
a stable community. We will live in 
peace and take care of our land. 

Student 6: My promise to my 
people is for my people to be safe 
and have freedom. Everyone needs 
to do their part and make sure all 
laws are followed. This is our last 
chance to continue the human race. 
Mars is our new earth and will be 
for the rest of eternity. I promise to 
keep everyone safe and regulate all 
our bad choices we made on earth. 

Student 7: I promise to improve 
upon our ancestors’ mistakes by 
enforcing what they did too late. 
Here, everyone will contribute to 
the new era of Mars…dead or alive. 

Student 8: Mars will be a safe, 
stable and habitable planet. Every-
one will respect each other and 
put aside their diff erences. Mars is 
ensured to never become like our 
old planet, Earth. 

Student 9: Mars will be and stay 
habitable for the future generations 
to come. 

Student 10: I promise to you, the 
people of Mars, that I will make a 
sustainable, thriving, and abundant 
planet with absolutely no worry or 
risk of climate change for thousands 
of generations to come.

Student 11: I promise to try my 
best to keep everything as non-toxic 
as possible for both the economy 
and its people for as long as I am 
here. 

Student 12: My promise is that 
Mars will be a safe place, and no 
one will be left out or hungry.   

Student 13: I promise that every-
one will be happy with what they 
have and be the best version of 
themselves. Suff ering won’t be a 
thing since everyone will be busy 
with themselves having the time 
of their life. Overall, I promise true 
freedom for my people on Mars. 

Student 14: I promise that every-
one will get their say in the laws 
that are upcoming. Freedom of 
speech. Not one person will get to 
decide everything.   

Student 15: I promise that life 
here will be diff erent, and that the 
planet’s health will be prioritized 
over our comforts. 

– Kohala High Science Students, 
2023

Dear Editor, 
Hello, I am Evin Ryder Bumanglag, a 7th grader at KMS and I’m 

choosing to write to you about gamer rage and the downsides of 
gaming! 

Parents, this article is for you and your millennials. If you and/
or kids play video games, you know if you get killed in the game, 
you’ll get pissed and want to fly your electronics in the trash. It’s 
widespread in online games and battle royale games. Gamer rage 
gets a little more extreme if you’ve been on the game for more 
than an hour. 

Here are some things to help prevent gamer rage and the other 
downsides of gaming. 1) Time Limits, an hour should be enough time 
for a game after that, time to turn off the gaming! 2) Parental 
Controls, installing parental controls will help limit the amount of 
gaming the person is exposed to. 3) UV glasses and Hylo Fresh 
eye drops, these products will help to lessen eyestrain! Lastly, 
4) Multiplayer Games, these games will help you keep each other 
safe from getting too mad. I hope these tips keep you safe in the 
gaming community. 

Sincerely, 
Evin R. Bumanglag 

Gamer Rage

Vaping
Aloha KMN Editor, 
My name is Easterine Edmond and I am a student from Kohala 

Middle School. I have chosen to write about the dangers of vaping. 
Although it might be a common topic to write or talk about, 

I chose it because vaping affects many people and their health. 
Currently, there are nearly 82 million people in the world that are 
vaping. This includes pre-teens, teenagers and adults. 

Vaping is really harmful to the human body because it’s full 
of metals and chemicals that can be linked to serious diseases 
and infections. For example, flavorings that are added to vapes, 
such as diacetyl, are linked to a very serious lung disease that 
can cause death. Vaping often can raise your blood pressure, spike 
your adrenaline and weaken the heart, which increases your heart 
rate and the chance of having a heart attack. 

If more people quit vaping it could help change their life in a 
positive direction. Help me spread the word about the dangers of 
vaping!

Mahalo, thank you for reading my letter, and I hope you’re 
having a great day or night! 

Sincerely, 
Easterine Edmond 



date DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

5/31 WED 4:30 PM NKCDP Advisory Group MEETING Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

6/1 THU 4:30 PM NKCDP AGRICULTURE  SUB-COMMITTEE KOHALA FOOD HUB imuakohala@gmail.com

6/3 Sat 8:00 AM 1:00 PM Kohala Community Farmer's Market Kamehameha Park 808-225-3666

6/3 Sat 8:00 AM 11:00 AM Thrift Shop St Augusines 808-889-5390

6/3 SAT 6:00 PM 8:00 PM Jankowski - Cowboy van Gogh Exhibit: Kohala faces and places Artists’ cooperative 808-854-1058

6/5 MON 5:00pm 6:30pm Chess Club All ages welcome! NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

6/5 MON 2:30pm 3:30pm Summer Reading Kick-Off Play a life size board game where you are 
the game piece! 

NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

6/7 WED 4:00 PM 7:00 PM KOHALA NIGHT MARKET VENDORS & ENTERTAINMENT HUB MURAL 808-889-0404 ext. 104

6/7 WED 4:30 PM NKCDP Kohala Community Access Group Intergenerational Center imuakohala@gmail.com

6/7 WED 7:00 PM Temple of Spiritual Healing Grief support group 54-3876 Akoni Pule Ste 4 808-989-5995

6/13 TUE 9:00 AM NKCDP AFFORDABLE HOUSING GROUP POMAIKA`I CAFE imuakohala@gmail.com

6/13 TUE 11:00am 12:00pm Book Club Heaven, My Home by Attica Locke NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

6/13 TUE 6:00 PM Hawaii Farmers Union United facebook.com/KohalaChapterHFUU/ kohala.hfuu@gmail.com

6/14 WED 5:00 PM NKCDP GROWTH MANAGEMENT GROUP Intergenerational Center imuakohala@gmail.com

6/15 THU 9:00 AM 11:00 AM Sacred Heart Food Basket Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church

808-889-5115

6/15 THU 4:00 PM NKCDP HEALTH & WELLNESS GROUP KAM PARK SMALL PAVILLION imuakohala@gmail.com

6/17 Sat 8:00 AM 1:00 PM Kohala Community Farmer's Market Kamehameha Park 808-225-3666

6/19 MON 5:00pm 6:30pm Boyd Bond: King Kamehameha Learn about the life and legacy of 
King Kamehameha!

NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

6/21 WED 3:30 PM NKCDP UTILITIES GROUP Intergenerational Center imuakohala@gmail.com

6/21 WED 5:00 PM NKCDP PARKS, ROADS VIEW PLANES GROUP Intergenerational Center imuakohala@gmail.com

6/24 Sat 10:00 AM 10:30 AM Go skate day Road closure Akoni Pule HWY

6/26 Mon 4:30 PM Community Meal Sit down or take out St Augusines 808-889-5390

6/26 MON 5:30pm 6:30pm Talk Story: Hawaiian Lunar Calendar Learn about the Hawaiian Calendar. NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

6/28 WED 2:00pm 3:00pm Keiki craft Explore Ultraviolet light with UV beads! NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

6/28 wed 4:00 PM Restorative Yoga Therapy class With Carla Orellana - BY request CALL FOR LOCATION 808-238-6111

6/28 WED 4:30 PM NKCDP Advisory Group MEETING Intergenerational Center imuakohala@gmail.com
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To Advertise In 
The Kohala 

Mountain 
News 

Call Tom 
(808) 345 0706

OUR SERVICES
  ● Roof Cleaning
  ● Fence Cleaning
  ●Window Cleaning
  ● Solar Panel Cleaning
  ● Concrete and Flat 
   Surface Cleaning
  ● Gutter Debris Removal
  ● Exterior Side Walls
  ● Residential & Commercial

exteriorpros808.com
808-896-9205
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Rooted in Trust. Committed to You.

Our auto loan process is now 
easier than ever:

FLEXIBLE
Purchase a vehicle from 
your preferred dealer or 
from a private owner

CONVENIENT
Apply online, anytime,
anywhere

READY TO ROLL!
Get a License To Buy
pre-approval before
car shopping

808) 930-7700

Trust. Committed to Y

Purchase a vehicle from
your preferred dealer or
from a private owner

Apply online
anywhere

Y TO ROLL!
To Buy

pre-approval before
car shopping

Scan the QR code 
to get started!

An auto loan from 
HCFCU can help 
put you in your dream 
car, and on the road 
to good times!

Can you see
yourself in
a New Car?

Insured by NCUA.

By Virginia Fortner
Where can you relax, improve 

fi tness, enjoy ocean views, and meet 
friends to play all day for zero to 17 
dollars?  If you answered North 
Kohala Golf Park (NKGP) or Kohala 
Winds Disc Golf Course, you may 
be one of the 20-or-so daily users 
of Kamehameha Park’s northern-
most gem. Drive past the skate park 
and through the open gate with a 
“E Komo Mai” sign. A friendly vol-
unteer will likely greet you with 
their fi rst name, whether you wish 
to walk the grassy expanse, borrow 
clubs, or get a tip on improving 
your swing. Most players and vol-
unteers are known on a fi rst name 
basis. 

The golf course began decades 
ago with six holes laid out along 
Pratt Road and a gulch. Since 2016, 
the NKGP Restoration Project has 
been entirely developed and main-
tained by volunteers. The entire 
project wouldn’t have gotten off  
the ground without commitment—
fi nancial and otherwise—from 
Debra Imonti and John Watson. 
When they moved to the mainland, 
countless others contributed time, 
money and eff ort to provide a spe-
cial place for families to get some 
exercise while swinging a club or 
tossing a disc. 

Tim was asked about stretching 
the course into nine holes. He saw a 
way, and nine par-three holes came 
into being. Christine and North 
Kohala Community Resource 
Center championed the project. 

North Kohala Golf Park: Volunteers’ Best Kept Secret

Hilton Grand Vacations provided 
tree trimmers and bins to haul 
away old equipment. Their volun-
teers painted and clean buildings. 
Todd knocked down massive weed 
growths. Jesse ran a weed-eater 
under countless trees. Jimmie built 
the putting green. 

Mary Lou provided golf carts. 
Aikane taught Tim and Donna how 
to safely operate the Skag to mow 
the fairways and the rough. Bob 
cleaned up fallen fronds. Over the 
years, local golf courses donated 
equipment, fl ag pins, balls and 
clubs.

Many tireless, generous souls 
continue contributing to upkeep 
with Chelsea and Abe LaFrance, 
the present managers. Harold goes 

above and beyond to maintain the 
park in its exemplary condition 
against wild pigs’ damage and 
encroaching vegetation. John, Tim, 
Mike and others regularly main-
tain the park with the help of con-
tributions of many toward costs of 
fuel, mowers, blades, etc. In recent 
weeks,  Theresa and Glen, on their 
yearly extended visit from Alaska, 
off ered to organize a fundrais-
ing tournament for much-needed 
equipment.  

Open Houses and Fun Tourna-
ments celebrated the park’s expan-
sion to nine holes in 2017, and again 
in 2018 to include the now-popular 
disc golf. Participants enjoyed food, 
music, and prizes. Diann, Steve, 
Brian, Sharon, and Susan helped 

make Opening Day a success. A 
local food truck donated profi ts 
back to the club. 

Volunteer lists could go on and 
on. Whether named or not, all 
eff orts are invaluable and appreci-
ated. 

Beginners and near-pros of any 
age can enjoy welcome breezes, 
sweeping views, ocean glimpses, 
and the newest challenge of send-
ing discs closer to the blue baskets 
(the closest is 222 feet, while the16th 
is par 4 at 434 feet). Kama’āina on 
early morning walks point out 
errant golf balls. Kona people like 
Penny and coach Frank urge you to 
play through as they trim around 
trees while playing nine holes 
twice. A local picks up ripe guava 
for jam-making, leaving it easier to 
fi nd balls landing in groves of trees. 
Non-golfers relax at tables under 
inviting shade for golfi ng friends or 
family to fi nish their rounds. 

Visitors from mainland and 
other countries, new residents, and 
locals will tell you they started play-
ing on this course. They usually add 
“No other course is as aff ordable, 
safe, or beautiful!” Its community 
eff ort stretches far beyond Kohala. 
Come down and hit a bucket of 
balls. Add your name as a volun-
teer or tell them how much Kohala 
appreciates their eff orts.

For more information about 
programs – including the PGA Jr. 
League – and memberships, visit 
northkohalagolfpark.org or call 
808-937-0768. 

Photo courtesy of North Kohala Golf Park
A disc basket at the North Kohala Golf Park waits for a hole-in-one! 




