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By Toni Withington
Construction of the ʻUpolu agri-

culture water well sloshed ahead 
with the release of $1.5 million for 
construction of the pumping system 
and storage tank. 

The project is located near 
ʻUpolu Airport Road. 

When completed, it will provide 
aff ordable water for farming, ranch-
ing and dairying in the area. 

Governor Josh Green turned the 
funds over to the Department of 
Land Natural Resources (DLNR), 
which is overseeing the planning 
and construction of the ʻUpolu well 
project. 

When completed, DLNR plans 
on transferring ownership of the 
pumping system and storage tank 
to the state Department of Agricul-
ture to manage operations.

The well is expected to be the 
fi rst of several wells providing 
agriculture water to farms in other 
parts of Kohala. The system will 
replace water that was lost when 
the Kohala Ditch was severely dam-
aged in a 2021 landslide. 

Since that time, there has been 
no permanent fl ow in the ditch 
and it cannot be used for irrigation, 
dealing a heavy blow to Kohala’s 

State Releases Funds for 
ʻUpolu Ag Water Well

farmers and ranchers.
Using an existing but unused 

U.S. Geological Survey observation 
well, the pumps can supply 475 gal-
lons per minute, or 384,000 gallons 
per day. 

A 20-foot-tall, 660,000-gallon 
reservoir and water lines running 
to the east and west are planned to 
be built. 

Farmers or cooperatives would 
privately design and fund pipelines 
to convey the water to their areas.

DLNR has received bids on the 
construction contract and will soon 
be making the decision to award the 
contract. 

Once the contractor is selected, 
permits from the County are needed 
to proceed. 

Representative David Tarnas, 
who helped procure the funds 
though the legislature this year, 
said, “The Kohala community has 
made it clear that providing aff ord-
able agricultural water to producers 
in Kohala is a top priority.

“While this well alone won’t be 
able to supply everyone who needs 
and wants irrigation water, it is an 
important part of the overall strat-
egy to support Kohala’s sustainable 
agricultural economy.”

North Kohala Tool Library 
Welcomes You!

By David Gibbs
The North Kohala Tool Library 

(NKTL) is ecstatic to announce that 
after nearly two and a half years 
of development and hundreds of 
hours of hard work by our amazing 
volunteers, we are offi  cially OPEN 
and eager to serve Kohala! Mahalo 
to our Kohala community for all 
the patience and support they 
have extended to us, whether it be 
through monetary donations, tool 
donations, volunteer time or even 
just enthusiasm, feedback and kind 
words of encouragement. Here’s 
how the tool library works:

First, become a member! Mem-
berships are available to North 
Kohala residents and are donation-
based with a minimum suggested 
yearly donation of $30 per year (less 
than the cost of gas for a round trip 
to Kona!). While we suggest a yearly 
minimum donation, we understand 
that extra cash isn’t always easy to 
come by and will never turn anyone 
away for lack of funds, so please 
don’t be scared off  by the donation 
suggestion. Our main goal is to get 
tools into your hands! You can sign 
up on our website, www.nktool-
library.org, or visit us in person to 
sign up to become a member. 

Next, visit our friendly tool 

librarians to check out our tool 
inventory OR browse our search-
able online tool database. We don’t 
just have construction tools, we also 
have hobby and craft tools, catering 
equipment, landscaping tools, etc. 
Expand your idea of what qualifi es 
as a tool to “any item that can help 
one complete a project or task!” 
Most tools are completely free to 
borrow for one week and late fees 
are accrued at $1 per tool, per day. 
Some “super tools” have higher 
maintenance requirements and 
therefore have a maintenance fee, 
shorter loan periods, and higher 
late fees associated with borrowing 
them.

For now, our open hours are 
Monday 4:00–5:30 p.m., Thursday 
8:30–10:00 a.m., and Saturday 8:00–
10:00 a.m. You can also call or text us 
at 808-213-7779 for an appointment. 
We hope to increase our operational 
hours as our volunteer base grows 
and our capacity increases. (We 
are looking for volunteers; see our 
website for more info.) We are in the 
“old Sunshine Hardware building” 
at 54-3842 Akoni Pule Highway 
near the entrance to Kamehameha 
Park. 

NKTL is a nonprofi t project fi s-

Photo by Leah Gibbs
North Kohala Tool Library Volunteers include (left to right) David Gibbs, 
Clark Jones, Jack Boyle, Wes Kalima and Karen Smagala. Not pictured: 

Alicia Veloria, Lani Bowman, David Frecker, Eileen Hartwings, and 
numerous other generous volunteers and advisors.

By Toni Withington
Additional information about 

the cesspool conversion mandates 
will be presented Wednesday, 
November 15, at an open meeting 
at 5:00 p.m. at the Senior Center 
(Old Courthouse) in Kapa’au.

Ramzi Mansour, Hawaii County 
Director of Environmental Man-
agement, will be the main speaker 
at the monthly meeting of the Utili-
ties Group of the North Kohala 
Community Development Plan.

All cesspools in Hawaii must 
be converted to either septic tanks 
or other wastewater treatment sys-
tems by the year 2050. 

The conversions, that will aff ect 
almost all homes and businesses in 
North Kohala, are due to federal 
and state regulations, leaving it to 
the counties to facilitate.

A successful Cesspool Con-
version Forum was conducted by 
the Utilities Group in August, but 
because of a storm, Monsour par-
ticipated in an online transmission 
that was not heard adequately by 

Cesspool Conversion 
Follow-up Session

all the 70 participants. Monsour will 
repeat the County’s role in facili-
tating the conversions, including 
eff orts to help residents fi nance the 
changeovers. He will also answer 
questions from the public. 

Cesspools have long been 
considered substandard because 
they don’t treat human waste, 
but merely dump it in the ground 
nearby. The concentration of raw, 
untreated sewage can contami-
nate oceans, streams and ground-
water from which we pump our 
household water. Pathogens found 
in untreated sewage can impact 
human health by contaminating 
drinking water. 

Nitrates can damage land or 
aquatic ecosystems, including coral 
reefs. Most of the 88,000 cesspools 
in Hawaii serve only single-family 
residences and are not regulated 
by the Federal Environmental Pro-
tection Act, but almost all states, 
including Hawaii, are taking action 
to protect drinking water and ocean 
resources. 
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Ready for a Burger?

Please call 
for a reservation

889-5555

Woo-Woo Shop

CELEBRATION
One Year Anniversary Event

11/11/23  from  11:11am – 3:33 pm
Browse for Crystals, Drums, Native Flutes, 

Handpan, Singing Bowls, Fairy Doors, 
Essential Oils, Jewelry and Items That Can 
Help You Experience Peace and Deep Joy.
808-796-3333                 www.ryvhawaii.com
Downtown Hawi, next to Algood Hawai’i.

cally sponsored by the Friends of 
the Future, a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t 
umbrella organization. To date, all 
funds have been acquired through 
generous community donations, 
fundraising, tool sales, and a grant 
through County Councilmember 
Cindy Evans and the Contingency 
Relief Fund. 

We need more funds to help us 
keep the doors open as we continue 
to pay for rent, liability insurance, 
utilities, tool repairs and purchases. 
Tax-deductible donations can be 
made by visiting our website and 
clicking on the “DONATE” button. 
Gently used tool donations are 
also always welcome and can be 
dropped off  during open hours or 
by appointment. 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, 
November 19, from 11 a.m. – 2 
p.m., when NKTL will be hosting 
a carwash fundraiser at our loca-
tion. You can meet the volunteers 
and become familiar with the tool 
library.

Again, mahalo to our Kohala 
community for all  your support. 
We hope you come visit us, check 
out a tool, feel inspired to tackle a 
new project, or share your sugges-
tions for improvement and helpful 
tools we should consider adding 
to the library. We look forward to 
seeing and serving you at your 
community tool library!

For more information or to con-
tact us, email librarian@nktoolli-
brary.org, call or text 808-213-7779, 
or see www.nktoollibrary.org.

Story and photo by Libby Leonard
Last month, education-based 

agriculture nonprofi t Kahua Pa’a 
Mua hosted a two-day planning 
workshop for their new program, 
Ulu Hou II at Makapāla Retreat 
Center. 

Funded by Kamehameha 
Schools, and in partnership with 
four high school agriculture pro-
grams across the county, the goal of 
the workshop was to develop stu-
dent-led food production projects 
that incorporate Native Hawaiian 
practices and modern technology.  

“If we can connect agricul-
ture with culture, that is going to 
be more sustainable,” said David 
Fuertes, executive director of Kahua 

Kahua Pa’a Mua Kicks Off Culture-Based Agriculture 
Program with County High Schools

Pa’a Mua.   
The program comes after their 

partnership with Kamehameha 
Schools on the original Ulu Hou 
program. 

That program resulted in devel-
opment of their Ho’okahua Ai 
youth mentorship program, which 
mentors students ages 13 to 18 into 
career-based post-secondary edu-
cation degree programs through 
hands-on learning about animal 
husbandry and crop production on 
the nonprofi t’s farm.

Ulu Hou II continues to foster 
entrepreneurship with the hopes of 
increasing the students’ connection 
to their cultural identity, and their 
responsibility towards Hawai’i and 

their communities, through their 
project-based learning.

Those in attendance were agri-
culture teachers and student leaders 
in the FFA (formerly Future Farm-
ers of America) organization from 
high schools in Hilo, Ka’u, Kea`au 
and Kohala. 

Each school also brought 
kūpuna mentors from their areas 
that would help ground and guide 
their projects with their cultural 
expertise. 

“We’ve got to look to Native 
Hawaiian culture and values, and 
build the education system around 
that,” said Ken Kajihara, who is 
serving as the program evaluator, 
as well as a speaker and facilitator 
on the fi rst day of the event.

Kajihara said Ulu Hou empha-
sizes the importance of “ma ka hana 
ka ʻike,” or “in doing one learns” 
in terms of the project’s hands-on 
approach to learning, which is one 
of the tenets of Nā Hopena A‘o, a 
culturally responsive, place-based 
education framework introduced 
by the Department of Education in 
2015. 

The framework also involves 
interdependent outcomes based 
on increasing a sense of belonging, 
responsibility, excellence, aloha, 
well-being, and connection to 
Hawai’i alongside its history and 
culture.

Other speakers that day were 
former FFA state offi  cer Chynna 
Chun and cultural practitioner 
Bronson Kainoa Azama– both of 
whom will also serve as consultants 

for the duration of student projects–
as well as Olohana Foundation’s 
videographer Chris Schaeff er, who 
taught the importance of docu-
menting progress.

After speakers were done, stu-
dents, teachers, and kūpuna men-
tors all broke out into separate 
groups where they identifi ed chal-
lenges, needs and hopes for one 
another for the next nine-months. 

“Every one of you is unique, 
we have a kuleana (responsibil-
ity). No one can do it but us. That’s 
why we’re here, to fi nd our kuleana 
through the realm of aloha, and 
this is the portal where we begin 
this journey together,” said Jennifer 
Holani, one of the kūpuna mentors 
for Kea’au High School. 

The following morning, stu-
dents, teachers and mentors were 
taken to Laupahoehoe Point Park 
to do a Hi`u Wai ceremony, which 
symbolizes a rebirth, led by Azama. 
It involves dedicating time to think-
ing about their lives and the people 
that came before them.  

Upon return to Makapāla, each 
school broke down into groups to 
come up with their nine-month 
projects, which will involve creat-
ing value-added products while 
utilizing traditional growing meth-
ods and chant and protocol. 

Led by advisor TJ Giel, along-
side students Kenneth K Matusda 
and Daylan Palacay-Kaitoku, 
Kohala High School chose to grow 
kalo for a farm-to-school cafeteria 
initiative. Their kūpuna mentor will 

Leaders and participants in Kahua Pa`a Mua’s Ulu Hou II initiative, a project aimed at developing student-led food production projects that incorporate 
Native Hawaiian practices and modern technology.  

See, Kahua Page 3
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4.75%APY* 4.25%APY*
2 Ways to Earn

9 Month 
Share

Certificate

18 Month 
Share

Certificate

Money does grow 
on this tree.

*APY = Annual percentage yield.  APY is accurate as of 
September 5, 2023 and is subject to change without no-
tice. Minimum opening deposit for the 9-month certificate 
is $1,000.00.  Minimum opening deposit for the 18-month 
certificate is $500.00.  An early withdrawal penalty 
may be imposed for early withdrawals. Fees may reduce 
earnings on the account. Certain terms and conditions 
apply.  Membership in the Credit Union is required. Federally 
insured by NCUA.

hicommfcu.com  |  (808) 930-7700 

Federally insured by NCUA

Open a high-earning 
Share Certificate from 
HCFCU & watch your 
savings grow!

Scan the QR code 
to start earning today!

be Ka`iana Runnels. 
Other projects ranged from rais-

ing pigs to growing sweet potato, 
kalo, ingredients to make haupia, 
and other products to be marketed, 
sold or shared in the community or 
at the schools.  

Schools receive $1,500 to $2,500 
for these startups depending on the 
scope of the project, while each stu-
dent is also compensated $200. An 
additional $500 per school is later 
put toward a banquet for students 
to present their project at a year-end 
FFA banquet.  

Projects will also be documented 
on video to be archived with the 
Department of Education for other 
educators to access.

“You are the leaders of the 
schools,” said Kea`au teacher Ter-
ence Moniz, who was once Fuertes’ 
student and a young member of the 
FFA himself.  

“Our purpose is that we can 
create this framework and venue for 
you, so you can better yourselves, 
and where you can work with the 
kūpuna, so you can preserve the 
value and wahi pana (special place) 
of Hilo, Kea`au, Kohala and Ka’u,” 
said Fuertes, who added that he 
hopes the students will continue to 
advocate for culture and agriculture 
20 years from now.

Kahua Pa`a Mua would like to 
thank Kamehameha Schools for 
entrusting them with this kuleana, 
and for their long-standing sup-
port that allows them to assist in 
the schools’ growing of the next 
generation of ‘ōiwi (leaders) in our 
communities. 

By Betty Meinardus
Let me introduce you to our 2023 

Kohala Hospital Charitable Foun-
dation (KHCF) Board of Directors:

Dixie Adams, President.
Shoshana Matsumura, Vice 

President.
Rebecca Miller-Steele, Record-

ing Secretary until the end of 2023.
June Marr, Recording Secretary - 

will fi ll the vacated position.
Cindy Sakai, Treasurer.
Betty Meinardus, Correspond-

ing Secretary.
Donna Beumler, Special Advi-

sor.
Sara Cameron, Health Advisor.
Our KHCF Mission Statement 

reads: “To raise funds to help imple-
ment improvements to Kohala Hos-
pital’s facilities, in order to deliver 
quality care to the Kohala commu-
nity.” We plan to continue to do 
whatever we can to live up to our 
mission. Most of our board mem-
bers have served for many years 
and have successfully completed 
many projects, including the con-
struction and expansion of the new 
Emergency Department and the 
installation of the front garden and 
walkways.

Last spring, we were fi nally able 
to hold our fi rst board meeting after 
the long COVID lockdown. We 
were joined by Gino Amar (CEO of 
Kohala Hospital), Clayton McGhan 
(regional CEO of West Hawaii 
Hospitals), Maria Mundell (chief 
nursing supervisor), and Kaneala 

Your Donations at Work at Kohala Hospital 
Charitable Foundation

Rodrigues (assistant administrator 
for support services). We spoke at 
length about our shared mission 
and values, the needs of Kohala 
Hospital, and the importance of 
working together. It was a very suc-
cessful meeting, and we all left with 
a sense of renewed optimism and a 
clear path forward to continue to do 
whatever we can to assist Kohala 
Hospital in its quest to off er state-
of-the-art healthcare services to our 
community.

Among the projects now in 
the works, the board is providing 
custom furnishings (handmade by 
local craftswomen) to enhance the 
“day room,” where many long-term 
patients spend a great deal of their 
time. The board is also fi nancing the 
purchase of important items, such 
as new mattresses, and a much-
needed blanket warmer. In addition, 
we are committed to assisting with 
funds for online continuing edu-
cation of Kohala Hospital’s hard-
working healthcare professionals 
and are  looking into making schol-
arship aid available for local stu-
dents who are interested in careers 
in the healthcare fi eld and wish to 
remain in our community.

These are our immediate plans, 
and as you can see, we are well on 
the way to help our much beloved 
Kohala Hospital however we can.

And fi nally, a heartfelt Mahalo 
to our long time Recording Secre-
tary Rebecca Miller-Steele, who is 
moving to the mainland. We thank 

you Rebecca, for your wisdom and 
your wonderfully produced min-
utes. You made sure that new board 
member June Marr, who takes over 
your position, will be just as suc-
cessful. You will always be our 
cherished friend and we are forever 
grateful to you for all your hard 
work over the years on behalf of 
Kohala Hospital. 

The Foundation sends our 
best wishes for good health to 
our Kohala Community. For more 
information about KHCF, please go 
to kohalahospitalcharitablefounda-
tion.org.

Located at the bottom of  Hawi Rd.

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
 •  Propane

CARTOW
KOHALA

889-1061



The Kohala Mountain News October 27, 2023Page 4

Wai mele Honey and Jun
Waimea Butcher Shoppe
Pu’u Kumau Beef Club

Maui Nui Venison
Makani Kai Farms

Double D Ranchers
Aina Culture Farms

Lone Palm Sprout Farm
Art Bros’ Hawaii

Spicy Ninja Sauce
Auntie Terry’s Garden
Sundog Sourdough
Big Island Mexican

DK Trucking
Kamuela Tomatoes

Takata Store
Kohala Grown

Big Island Macadamia
Beekine Honey

Hilo Products Inc.
Kamalawai Aquaponics
Mother Natures Miracle

Honaunau Market
Tropical Dreams Ice Cream
Sustainable Island Products
Our fishermen and Hunters:

Adam and AJ Harrison, Lance and 
Weston Cazimero, Lopaka Kuali’i, 

Leighton Bell, Kanaloa 
Black-Kaleleiki and Many more.

From all of us that work here and 
the families we support!

From all of us that work here and 
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Waimea Butcher Shoppe
Pu’u Kumau Beef Club
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Makani Kai Farms

Double D Ranchers
Aina Culture Farms
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Art Bros’ Hawaii

Spicy Ninja Sauce
Auntie TerryTT ’s Garden
Sundog Sourdough
Big Island Mexican

DK Trucking
Kamuela TomatoesTT

Takata StoreTT
Kohala Grown

Big Island Macadamia
Beekine Honey

Hilo Products Inc.
Kamalawai Aquaponics
Mother Natures Miracle

Honaunau Market
Tropical Dreams Ice Cream
Sustainable Island Products
Our fishermen and Hunters:

Adam and AJ Harrison, Lance and 
Weston Cazimero, Lopaka Kuali’i, 

Leighton Bell, Kanaloa
Black-Kaleleiki and Many more.

By choosing us, you’re 
supporting clean healthy local 
foods prepared with care using 

ingredients from a growing list of 
Island sources like:

the families we support!pp

MAHALO NUI

We make all our own 
sauces, salsas, and spreads 
from scratch using the 
freshest ingredients we can 
find that are always 
non-gmo and organic and 
local whenever possible. 
We don’t use canola, peanut 

or other crud seed oils 

here in ANYTHING, including 
our fries. Nope nope nope.

. Dairy Free?  Egg 

Free? Vegan?  Let us know and we’ll 
give you some options!

808.315.1542
 54-3866 Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapaau, HI 96755

Tuesday - Saturday 11-7:30

We only use local grass-fed 
beef tallow, Ghee, coconut 
or avocado oil. 

Olu Olu Mai O’e

By Toni Withington
Working together to steward 

the preserved lands along Kohala’s 
leeward shore was the topic of the 
second meeting of the stakeholders 
of the many preserved lands makai 
of Akoni Pule Highway.

With 16 miles of shoreline now 
in the hands of public agencies, 
land trusts or nonprofi t organiza-
tions, representatives met again this 
month to share existing projects and 
talk about how to work together 
to see the coast not for lot parcel 
boundaries, but for its cultural, his-
toric and recreational values.

Connectivity was the key word. 
Ancient trails, jeep roads, and pos-
sible future improved trails and 
bikeways expected to crisscross 
land between historic sites, some of 
which precede Western contact.

The 16 participants included 
representatives from county and 
state parks departments, the state 
Na Ala Hele Trail system, and the 
Ala Kahakai National Historic Trail, 
which is part of the National Park 
Service.  

Local representation included 
the steward of Māhukona, soon to 
belong to the Hawaii Land Trust 
(HILT), and local groups as well as 
Kohala Lihikai, the nonprofi t that 
stewards seven land parcels, includ-
ing several along the leeward coast.

The get-together was sponsored 
by Mālama Māhukona (Friends 
of the Park) and Ke Ala La, a non-
profi t seeking to improve the safety 
of the highway by the building of 
bicycle and pedestrian paths. 

Michelle Hiraishi, deputy direc-

Connecting the Resources of the Leeward Coast
tor of County Parks and Recre-
ation, said the demolition of the 
Māhukona Park pavilion is still 
being held up by the State Historic 
Preservation Division. 

One more evaluation of recon-
naissance level survey needs to be 
done, she said. A representative 
of Mālama Mahukona said it has 
prepared a timeline for the plan-
ning, permitting and building of 
the new park. It has called on agen-
cies to complete an archaeological 
inventory of the 15-acres before the 
community planning decisions are 
contemplated.

Jaime Raduenzel of the State 
Parks Division said work is pro-
ceeding to clean and refurbish the 
welcome building at Lapakahi His-
torical Park. She is also working 
with HILT to bring Kohala High 
School students to the park for proj-
ects.

Aric Arakaki, superintendent of 
the Ala Kahakai National Historic 
Trail, said the recent purchase of the 
Lamaloloa land has spurred their 
reaching out for funds to steward 
the land, possibly in conjunction 
with Kohala Lihikai. He said their 
offi  ce has transparent community-
centric planning as the core of their 
work.

Jackson Bauer of the Na Ala Hele 
Trail system said he wants to work 
with community groups and agen-
cies to legitimize some of the access 
trails and jeep roads to be able to 
get to the coast to fi shing and recre-
ation. He said the recent brush fi res 
have removed vegetation in areas 
that he and Ric Gmirkin, archaeolo-

gist for Ala Kahakai, had been able 
survey to locate many more ancient 
trails and habitation sites that had 
been cataloged. 

Gail Byrne Baber of Kohala 
Lihikai described stewardship pro-
grams at Pao’o and Kaiholena with 
high school students such as doing 
user studies and learning how to 
map ancient trails using GPS tech-
nology. Wildfi re mitigation is also 
a program that allows for clearing 
of dead undergrowth to allow the 
taller live kiawe to provide shade 
and water retention in the soil. With 
good maps of historic sites, fi re-
fi ghters can make better decisions 
on where to bulldoze fi re breaks, 
she said.

Keone Emeliano, steward of the 
642 acres of land between Māhukona 
and Kapa’a parks, described the 
ongoing invasive plant cleanup and 
native plant restoration engaging 
students and community groups. 

Even before the sale to HILT 
becomes fi nal, the land is being 
used for cultural practices of many 
kinds. He displayed a conceptual 
map of the land showing possible 
sites restored for groves of coastal 
sandalwood and wiliwili trees, as 
well as other native plants.

Carter Collins of Ke Ala La 
talked about eff orts to improve car 
and bike safety along the highway 
by thinking about where to locate 
safe scenic lookouts, turning lanes 
into Lapakahi and Māhukona and 
installing cultural interpretive 
signs. 

He described a vision for a safe 
hike and bike trail between Hāwī

and Kawaihae. Bob Losey, also of 
Ke Ala La, showed maps and talked 
about working with The Depart-
ment of Transportation to establish 
the location of the highway ease-
ment, which is from 60- to 100-feet 
wide, he said.

La Crivello, a map expert for Ala 
Kahakai, showed detailed maps 
she is making for each ahupua’a, or 
land division. The ongoing work is 
in collaboration with many of the 
participants in the fi rst connectivity 
meeting.

The meeting was moderated by 
Meredith Speicher of the National 
Park Service Rivers, Trails and Con-
servation Assistance Program.

Enjoy a hot and cheesy 
New York style pie under 
the Banyan Tree in Hawi

OPEN!!!
SUN & MON 11-8PM

(808) 313-0415
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Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

For the last six months or so we 
have been seeing and running over 
plastic bags on upper Kynnersley 
Road, the Kokoiki stretch and, more 
recently, on Akoni Pule Highway 
between Aloha Gas and Kame-
hameha Park. I have heard that the 
bags are fi lled with cat litter or cat 
poop. 

I have called the County and 
they have removed them a couple 

From Concerned Long Time Community
of times but I am still seeing them 
and running over them. The con-
tents of the bags get splattered on 
our beautiful roads and I see the 
plastic all tattered and torn in the 
grass and stuck in the trees and 
leaves. I am wondering if I should 
go to the police to see if they can do 
something about this littering. Isn’t 
there a fi ne for littering? 

Our town is being beautifi ed 

every day and County workers take 
pride in the work they do to make 
our town beautiful, but people are 
still trashing it.

Please dump that stuff  around 
your own yard or, if not, put it in 
your opala. 

This is your town too, why do 
you want to make our roads ugly?

Kaui Nakamura

Viewpoint
Information and opinions expressed in viewpoint articles are the responsibility of the author and do not necessarily refl ect the 

position of the Kohala Mountain News or its staff .

By Deborah Withers
The call to action by the gover-

nor’s offi  ce to the Hawaiian Chap-
ter of the National Association of 
Social Workers went out on August 
ninth, the day after the wildfi res 
swept through Lahaina. We were 
asked to assist in staffi  ng a team of 
licensed clinical social workers to 
provide trauma treatment at shel-
ters to persons displaced by the 
wildfi res. I completed the required 
Psychological First Aid Course, a 
Cultural Competency Course and 
a Children’s Grief Training held at 
the Hawaiian Preparatory Acad-
emy and signed up for an in-person 
shift through the Offi  ce of Wellness 
and Resilience, the fi rst of its kind 
in the nation to be legislated state-
wide in July of 2022. It was cre-
ated to help solve some of the most 
pressing problems in Hawaii from 
the youth mental illness crisis and 
addiction to houselessness.

On my fi rst trip, one month after 
the fi re, I took an early Mokulele 
fl ight from Kona and arrived at the 
Lahaina Civic Center where I was 
assigned to a team which included a 
Department of Health worker from 
Puna, a clinician from Oʻahu, a psy-
chotherapist from California with 
ties to Maui, and two clinicians from 
the US Public Health Service. We 
were assigned to the Royal Lahaina 
and the Hyatt Hotels to contact 
people living there who had lost 
their homes. There were Red Cross, 
FEMA, Kaiser and Queens’ sta-
tions set up in the lobbies. We took 
cups of fresh pineapple donated 
by Maui Gold Pineapple door to 

Kokua Maui
door to off er any help that might 
be needed, and to talk story. Their 
main concerns were the uncertainty 
and fear around where they would 
next be housed, and how long they 
could stay at the hotels. I returned 
home that evening with a woman 
I’d seen on my fl ight that morn-
ing. She was a young doctor from 
Kaiser who’d been to Lahaina and 
back three days in a row and told 
me the Kaiser facility on Maui was 
destroyed.

My second trip was exactly one 
month later, the fi rst week the burn 
zones were fi nally opened to resi-
dents, allowing them to return to 
their home sites. This time I went 
with the group Maui Medic Heal-
ers Hui, a grass roots Kanaka Maoli 
led group formed in 2019 to pro-
vide street medicine to protectors 
of land, water, iwi and Hawaiian 
rights. They had been stationed at 
Mauna Kea for eight months tend-
ing to our lahui [people], and then 
mobilized immediately in response 
to the Lahaina wildfi res. I was on a 
team of three licensed mental health 
clinicians and one registered nurse, 
all Maui residents. 

We met at the Lahaina Clinic 
where we received instructions for 
our shift and had a blessing with 
ti and chanting by Noelani Ahia, a 
healer trained in Traditional East-
ern Medicine, and the founder 
of Maui Medic Healers Hui. We 
donned PPE – which included a 
hazmat suit, gloves, goggles, a res-
pirator and booties – and loaded up 
two golf carts with more PPE, cold 
scarves, electrolyte packs and medi-

cal equipment, and headed to the 
zones that were open.

The fi res had made a random 
path, leaving some streets with 
every other house intact, and 
houses on one side of a street look-
ing untouched while the other side 
was reduced to ash. I was taken 
aback to see groups like Samari-
tan’s Purse, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
The Billy Graham Rapid Response 
Team, and Scientologists milling 
around the residents. We off ered 
PPE, modeling how important it 
is for their health and safety in the 
toxic atmosphere. We were there for 
emotional support and the chance 
to talk story in this extremely dif-
fi cult time. We witnessed tremen-
dous sadness, grief and trauma, 
with people seeing for the fi rst time 
their destroyed childhood homes, 
others sifting through ash to fi nd a 
ring or their grandmother’s dishes. 
There is not much to salvage.

There is a lot of support and 
training being off ered and devel-
oped for volunteers, with daily 
and weekly debriefi ng Zoom meet-
ings. There are suggestions for 
volunteers to develop programs, 
especially to help residents who 
were displaced from the hotels and 
living in the new tent shelter to 
gather and socialize. There is a fl uid 
and rapidly evolving, almost daily, 
response to changing needs.

It was important for me to be 
present with people facing such loss 
as they re-entered their home sites. 
Unfortunately, the long-term eff ects 
of trauma will be felt for years to 
come.

Aloha. The State recently took an 
important step to provide aff ordable 
agricultural water to Kohala farmers 
by starting the project to convert an 
existing observation well at ‘Upolu 
into a production well. This project 
has been a long time in the making 
and is the result of community input 
at numerous meetings and in govern-
ment studies. 

The need to fi nd a long-term solu-
tion to provide aff ordable agricultural 
water in Kohala has been recognized 
for many years. In 2017, the State 
began work on the North Kohala 
Agricultural Water Study to “defi ne 
resources, processes and procedures 
to allow viable agricultural endeavors 
of all sizes and access to water that 

is cost eff ective, economically sound 
and legally compliant.” Waimea 
Water Services was hired by the State 
to do the work; they identifi ed poten-
tial sources of water, met with users 
of agricultural water to determine 
demand, and had several community 
meetings to update residents on their 
work.

The report concluded that “…
for the most part, the management 
of water in Kohala, as a system, has 
ceased. Fortunately, the resources 
remain…. The biggest challenges in 
Kohala are the lack of systems plan-
ning and expertise needed to rebuild, 
build and manage multi user/multi 
land owner facilities that can provide 
legal, sustainable, and cost-eff ective 

water.” The report made recommen-
dations for the short-term, mid-term, 
and long-term. One of the recommen-
dations was to drill a new water well 
in the Hāwī area that would be con-
nected to the County Department of 
Water Supply (DWS) water system to 
supply agricultural water users with 
DWS water at a discount.   

As the legislature was consider-
ing appropriations for this project, 
the Kohala Ditch suff ered signifi cant 
damage from a landslide in April 
2021, and the fl ow of water stopped. 
Without a functioning Kohala Ditch, 
the legislature and leadership of the 
Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR) decided to shift 
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Councilmember Cindy Evans 
represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai’i County Council District 9. 

(Courtesy Cindy Evans)

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas 
speaks for North Kohala as a 

member of the Hawaiʻi State House 
of Representatives.

focus to urgently identify a new water 
source that could provide agricultural 
water to the users who relied on the 
Kohala Ditch water.  

The decision was made to improve 
an existing observation well that 
was developed by the U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey (USGS) on a state-owned 
parcel located by the ‘Upolu Airport 
Road. DLNR directed its consultant 
to do the planning and design for the 
project. 

This included the preparation of 
a Final Environmental Assessment 
(EA), published in December 2022.  
The report is available online here:

https://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/
erp/Doc_Library/2022-12-08-HA-
FEA-Upolu-Well-and-Agricultural-
Water-Distribution-System.pdf

Four months after the publication 
of the Final EA, the community met 
to discuss the future of agriculture 
in Kohala at the Kohala Agricultural 
Visioning Event held at Hisaoka Gym 
in March 2023. 

The main topics were water, land, 
food production and processing, 
energy, farmer wellness, food secu-
rity, and housing. While the partici-
pants recognized that all these issues 
needed to be addressed, providing 
aff ordable agricultural water was 
identifi ed as one of the top priorities 
to ensure a sustainable future for agri-

culture in Kohala. 
Without the Kohala Ditch, Koha-

la’s agricultural producers were 
struggling to survive without a 
dependable source of aff ordable irri-
gation water, and there was no easy 
solution within reach.

With this groundswell of com-
munity support and encouragement, 
it was clearly time to take decisive 
action. Just a few months later, in May, 
the legislature successfully appropri-
ated $1,500,000 in capital improve-
ment project funds to develop ‘Upolu 
Well into an agricultural water pro-
duction well. Refl ecting the urgent 
need for this project, just four months 
later, in September, Governor Josh 
Green released the funds for the proj-
ect to move forward. 

From my perspective, the Kohala 
community has made it clear that 
providing aff ordable agricultural 
water to producers in Kohala is a 
top priority. Making the improve-
ments to this former USGS observa-
tion well at ‘Upolu to bring it online 
as a production well for agricultural 
water supply is an important mile-
stone. Bringing this well to produc-
tion capacity should help to provide 
agricultural water to the producers in 
the surrounding area. While this well 
alone won’t be able to supply every-
one who needs and wants irrigation 
water, it is an important part of the 
overall strategy to support Kohala’s 
sustainable agricultural economy. 

DLNR is currently overseeing 
the planning and construction of 
the ‘Upolu Well project. The Depart-
ment has already hired an engineer-
ing consultant for project planning 
and design and collaborated with the 
Department of Agriculture (DOA) on 
design reviews. DLNR has received 
bids on the construction contract and 
will soon be making the decision to 
award the contract. Once the contrac-
tor is selected and the contract fi nal-
ized, they will need to secure some 
permits from the County to proceed.

When completed, DLNR plans on 
transferring ownership of the pump-
ing system and storage tank to DOA 
to manage operations. Once online, 
the well will pump water through the 
current distribution piping, which 
extends to the Cloverleaf Dairy prop-
erty line. The well will be capable of 
providing aff ordable irrigation water 

to several agricultural operations in 
the area.  I am grateful to the DLNR 
and DOA for working to support our 
Kohala farmers.

Mahalo for allowing me to con-
tinue serving as the State Represen-
tative for Kohala so I can help secure 
funding for public infrastructure proj-
ects like the ‘Upolu Well to provide 
agricultural water to Kohala farm-

ers. As I prepare for the 2024 session, 
please share your concerns or ideas 
about legislative bills or community 
issues by contacting my offi  ce at 808-
586-8510 or emailing me at reptar-
nas@capitol.hawaii.gov.  

You can also subscribe to my reg-
ular e-newsletter by going to bit.ly/
reptarnas-signup. I am always glad to 
hear from you anytime.

I’m so grateful we live in Hawai’i, 
watching from a distance the fi ghting 
in Ukraine and Israel. On our home 
front we have a long road to recovery 
from our recent wildfi res and their 
impacts. Grief takes time. 

Government is responding to 
assist with housing, food, unemploy-
ment, restarting the Maui economy, 
and cleanup. 

Hawai’i Island County offi  cials 
are working on improving emergency 
communication, increasing outreach 
to homeowners on how to lower risk 
for fi re, and working with local vol-
unteers on assistance with response. 
I have attended numerous meetings 
and there have been great sugges-

tions. Now we have to execute. I will 
be involved in pushing for change 
and local support.

We are beginning a series of holi-
days. Some of our neighbors may 
struggle during this time with griev-
ing a loss or with domestic violence. I 
encourage you to take care of yourself 
and know that you have a lot of sup-
port in the community. 

There are a lot of programs and 
services available to you. My go-to 
resource is 211, which provides infor-
mation and referral to callers on 
where to obtain assistance from local 
and national social service programs.

Another thing is to drive cau-
tiously or not drive at all. Please 
remember that driving under the 
infl uence is taking a major risk. Also, 
speeding and passing both increase 
risk of accident. 

Speaking of roads, we have an 
update on two initiatives. One bill 
is in process to address commercial 
bicycle tours on Kohala Mountain 
Road and the road to the Pololū
Valley lookout. The second piece of 
legislation addresses speed limits 
now that the County has jurisdiction 
over Akoni Pule Highway from Hāwī
town to the Pololū Valley lookout. We 
are required to adopt speed limits in 
our code. The Department of Public 
Works is evaluating traffi  c safety. I 
have asked for a community meeting; 
the date is yet to be determined.

Together we get things done. Let 
us know your concerns and sugges-
tions. Jessica staff s the district offi  ce at 
808-889-6512. Jacob staff s the council 
offi  ce at 808-961-8564. I am grateful 
for the opportunity to represent you. 

Be safe. Be well. Be kind.

County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember 

Cindy Evans
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By Beth Robinson
It has been a year since the fi rst 

of many Kohala Community Plan 
(KCP) “Talk Story” idea genera-
tion sessions took place on Octo-
ber 15, 2022 at the school cafeteria. 
Every idea off ered by a commu-
nity member in these sessions was 
recorded. With almost 200 commu-
nity members interviewed, we have 
a clear picture of what is reaffi  rmed 
from the 2006 round of Talk Stories, 
and where the Kohala community 
has new concerns or views.

Here is a general summary of 
what the process documented. First, 
“Keep Kohala Kohala” is still what 
we want. In the 2008 North Kohala 
Community Development Plan 
(NKCDP) the consultants wrote: 
The phrase “Keep Kohala, Kohala” 
was expressed many times by com-
munity members throughout the 
planning process…The Kohala 
community generally believes that 
“Keeping Kohala, Kohala” means 
maintaining the Kohala lifestyle.”

Doing the process ourselves 
without the consultant, we can be 
more specifc than “Kohala life-
style.” The Talk Story participants 
were clear. Keeping Kohala, Kohala 
can only happen if: (1) Kohala 
people can remain in Kohala; (2) 
Kohala people can eff ectively edu-
cate newcomers into the values 
and community norms; (3) Kohala 
remains multi-cultural; and (4) 
Kohala places are accessible to 
Kohala people for traditional activi-
ties like hunting, fi shing, gathering, 
ceremony as well as recreational 
use and family occasions.

It is clear through the Kohala 
Community Plan process of review-
ing the Countyʻs 2008 NKCDP that 
goals were achieved and commu-
nity needs met more as a result of 
community eff ort than through 
County initiative. In 2023 talk story 
sessions we said things like (1) the 
General Plan and Zoning codes 
should facilitate solutions appro-
priate to rural communities, not 
obstruct them; (2) the County needs 
to fi gure out how to respond more 
quickly; and (3) we welcome gov-
ernment assistance for big infra-
structure goals like park upgrades 
and cesspool conversion...but with 
a collaborative approach. Commu-
nity voices and ideas need to be 

Update on the Kohala Community 
Plan and Talk Story Sessions

heard and included from the outset.
There was a consensus that 

Kohala can and should be more 
self-governing, perhaps through 
a “village” decison making model 
or some kind of town council. 
There was also consensus around 
a goal that “Kohala could lock the 
roads and be self suffi  cient” as was 
repeated multiple times.

Another insight was that much 
of what we achieved was through 
a proactive, collaborative land 
stewardship approach, rather than 
getting bogged down in the reac-
tive County land use planning 
process where a meeting to get the 
communityʻs input is only a box 
to be checked. For example, the 
Access Group kept its focus on the 
priority goals, then worked with 
County, State, Federal agencies, 
non-profi t resources, landowners, 
and community to achieve those 
preservation goals. Kohala has the 
leadership and skills to get things 
done.

The 2023 Talk Story participants 
think we should apply this approach 
to new goals. Some examples given 
were: (1) restore streams, water-
ways, forests, native food systems; 
(2) include ocean resources related 
to land stewardship as part of each 
ahupuaʻa; and (3) use knowledge of 
Kohala kūpuna, both Hawaiian and 
plantation era, to manage todayʻs 
challenges.

The timing is perfect, as the 
County just released a draft General 
Plan 2045 with comments due by 
the end of November. Kohalaʻs Talk 
Story ideas have been categorized 
into ten focus area and shared with 
community focus groups working 
on each topic to generate propos-
als to be included in the Kohala 
Community Plan. In other words, 
thanks to the Kohala Community 
Plan eff ort, we can comment on the 
draft General Plan looking at what 
we expect to include in the eventual 
update to the 2008 North Kohala 
Community Development Plan. 
(See related story on the County Gen-
eral Plan Roadshow in this issue.)

You can fi nd the focus groups 
and a summary of the ideas online 
at KohalaCommunityPlan.org. All 
are welcome to participate in the 
groups where you have interest and 
desire to contribute!

By Kohala Community Plan Working 
Group

In September, the County of 
Hawaiʻi Planning Department 
released the draft General Plan 
2045 for review by the public. This 
is the fi rst time the Hawaiʻi County 
General Plan has been updated 
since 2005. The district Commu-
nity Development Plans, includ-
ing our North Kohala Community 
Development Plan (NKCDP), apply 
the General Plan to our particular 
needs. It is important that as a com-
munity we review and make sug-
gestions to be sure the General Plan 
will enable and support the goals 
and projects that are priorities for 
our Kohala community. 

Important sections of the Gen-
eral Plan include Housing, Agri-
culture, Health and Wellness, 
Education, Parks, and Wastewater 
Systems. Specifi c recommendations 
for land use planning including 
zoning code changes, and a Climate 
Change response plan, are also sec-
tions of the General Plan 2045.

There are several ways to review 
the draft General Plan and contrib-
ute. The County has an interactive 
website where the public can view 
and comment on the General Plan. 
You can even view and respond to 
other citizen comments. The link to 
the website is cohplanning.konveio.
com.

If you prefer to talk with County 
planners and give them your feed-
back in person, there is a “Road-
show” event scheduled for the 
Kohala Intergenerational Center at 
Kamehameha Park on Thursday, 
November 2, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

The County of Hawaiʻi General 
Plan was in the process of being 
updated in 2019, before being put 
on hold due to the pandemic. When 
the previous draft General Plan was 
presented in Kohala, the County 
planners were overwhelmed by the 
turnout. Letʻs make sure Kohalaʻs 
voice is strong once again! Every 
residentʻs opinion counts.

The County will accept public 
feedback until March 1, 2024.

County Schedules Draft General 
Plan Road Show

By Lynda Wallach
The September 27 meeting of the 

North Kohala Community Devel-
opment Plan Advisory Group was 
called to order by Chairman John 
Winter.

Jack Hoyt, reporting for the 
Aff ordable Housing Group, 
expressed the group’s frustration 
that, although there has been an 
increased focus on the lack of aff ord-
able housing at the highest levels of 
state and federal government, no 
action has been taken by the state 
legislature and discussions never 
make it out of committee. There are 
still hurdles facing the next phase 
of the Kohala Self-Help project and 
the County has yet to come up with 
concrete plans. The group meets the 
second Wednesday of the month at 
9:00 am at the Pomaika’i Cafe. Next 
meeting: November 14.

Joe Carvalho of the Community 
Access Group (CAG) said that the 
open stewardship position at Pololū
has been fi lled. Kohala Lihikai has 
gotten approval for the 2021–2023 
stewardship grant for the Hapu’u 
to Kapanaia coastal properties, 

NKCDP AG MEETING
but still has not received the funds 
from the County. The Hawaii Island 
Land Trust (HILT) is close to reach-
ing its fundraising goal for the pur-
chase of the land between Kapa’a 
and Māhukona. Community meet-
ings are taking place at Māhukona 
every Wednesday from 9:00 – 11:00 
a.m. until December 13 to talk story 
over Hawaiian culture, Māhukona 
history, and HILT’s eff orts to pro-
tect the 642 cultural, historical, and 
environmentally signifi cant acres of 
Māhukona land in perpetuity. CAG 
is working to nominate the PONC 
purchase of eighty-eight acres east 
of Upolu Airport. The group meets 
the fi rst Wednesday of the month 
at 4:30 at the Senior Center. Next 
meeting: November 1.

Boyd Bond gave the fi rst report 
from the newly reconstituted Cul-
tural and Historic Preservation 
Committee. One of their fi rst priori-
ties would be to begin an inventory 
of known cultural and historic sites 
in North Kohala. Bond stated that, 
although the emphasis has been 
on Native Hawaiian sites, there are 

See NCKDP, Page 8
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many other cultures represented 
in our community that may have 
places of cultural signifi cance that 
they believe are also worthy of pro-
tection. Noting what happened in 
June when the owner of the historic 
Bond Homestead was stopped by 
residents from continuing non-per-
mitted deconstruction of historic 
buildings, Bond said it was impor-
tant that the community is aware of 
where these important sites are to 
protect them. Winter quoted from 
page one of the NKCDP to stress 
the importance of this group: “In 
order to honor and preserve an 
unparalleled historical heritage that 
includes heiau, ancient settlements 
and other sites of great signifi cance 
to the Hawaiian people and its 
uniquely multi-ethnic community, 
North Kohala shall be regarded as 
a Cultural and Historical preserva-
tion Community. Thus, all decisions 
regarding the development of land 
shall be required to assess and dis-
close their potential impact on the 
cultural sites and resources within 
the district and shall be in keeping 
with the heritage and culture of 
North Kohala.” The group meets at 
the Hawaii Island Retreat. Meeting 
times: TBD.

The Growth Management 
group reported on their walking 
tour of the public access trails at 
the Hawaii Island Retreat Center. 
They recommended adequate 
vehicle access, a parking area, and 
trails along the shore and to the 
gulch be provided. The County 

has approved permits for the new 
Hāmākua-Kohala Health Center. 
The group meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 5 p.m. 
at the Senior Center. Next meeting: 
November 8.

Alan Brown, reporting for the 
Health and Wellness group said 
that they are working with Kathy 
Matsuda of the Kohala Resilience 
Hub in several areas, including 
improving emergency prepared-
ness and increasing community 
awareness of the services available. 
He said that the Big Island Sub-
stance Abuse Council (BISAC) now 
has a presence at the Kohala Middle 
School, and that services are still 
needed to meet the basic require-
ments of food, shelter and safety for 
people in Kohala who are recover-
ing from alcohol and drug abuse. 

The group is also following 
the progress of the the Hāmākua-
Kohala Health Center. Special 
permits have been approved but 
building permits are still needed for 
the transitional clinic and for wid-
ening the driveway. The timetable 
which had Phase 1 completed by 
the end of 2023/early 2024 has had 
to be revised. The group meets the 
fi rst Friday of the month at the Hub. 
Next meeting: November 3.

John Winter reporting for Parks, 
Roads, Erosion Control and View-
planes (PREV) said that prog-
ress on the pavilion demolition 
and replacement is slow and that 
monthly meetings with Parks and 
Recreation continue. The group 
meets the third Wednesday of the 

month at 5:00 at the Senior Center. 
Next meeting is changed to 3:30, 
November 15.

The Utilities group is planning 
another cesspool conversion infor-
mational meeting with Ramzi Man-
sour, the head of Public Works, on 
November 15 at 5:00 at the Senior 
Center. The group hopes to have 
the absolute minimum cost of a 
septic system by that date. The 
group has contacted the Depart-
ment of Water Supply to schedule a 
meeting regarding the lifting of the 
water meter moratorium imposed 
by DWS for newly subdivided lots, 
fi xing old leaking lines and new 
lines for existing “spaghetti line” 
customers. The contractor bids 
for the battery part of the HELCO 
micro grid project were unsatisfac-
tory so a new request for proposal 
will be issued. This delays further 
the revised completion date of Sep-
tember 2025. Only when the bat-
tery system is completed, HELCO 
will be able to address replacing the 
70-year-old transmission line serv-
ing North Kohala. The group usu-
ally meets the second Wednesday 
of the month at 3:30 at the Senior 
Center but has changed to 5 p.m. on 
November 15 for the (second) cess-
pool conversion discussion.

Information on the work of the 
Advisory Group and the various 
subgroups can be found on their 
website: kohalacommunityplan.
org. 

The next Advisory Group Meeting 
will be held on Wednesday October 25, 
at 4:30 at the Senior Center.

MEETING TIME: Wed, October 25, at 4:30 p.m.
PLACE:   Senior Center (behind the statue), Kapa`au

AGENDA

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PUBLIC COMMENTs ON AGENDA ITEMS
Kohala residents are encouraged to attend and 
voice their opinion on issues. They may even recom-
mend actions and suggest subjects not presently 
addressed.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS (Please see accompanying 
article on issues being addressed.)
Affordable Housing – Addresses the housing needs 
for families in Kohala.
Agriculture – The future of agriculture in our 
area.
Community Access – Exploring ways for Kohala 
residents to have more mauka and makai access.
Growth Management – Addresses zoning, permits 
and variance requests and how they affect us.
Health and Wellness – Addresses Kohala health 
care infrastructure and emergency response.
Parks, Roads, View Planes and Erosion Control 
– Addresses many infrastructure problems and 
projects.
Utilities – Addresses all utility and waste stream 
issues.
Investigatory Subcommittee on Re-zoning and 
Agricultural Property Tax Rates – Works on 
Kohala input to the ongoing County reassessment 
of zoning and agricultural tax rate reduction 
criteria. 

NEW BUSINESS

PUBLIC INPUT AND AGENDA SUGGESTIONS FOR THE NEXT 
MEETING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NKCDP AGENDA
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www.algoodhi.com
55-3410 Akoni Pule Highway, Building 

PO 190694, Hawi, HI 96719
With gratitude from our 
families to yours for your 

connection, friendship and 
contributions to 
our community.

We wish you 
a most 

wonderful 
Thanksgiving

for supporting our church &
the North Kohala community!

Episcopal Church in Kapa‘au, Hawai‘i
ST. AUGUSTINE’S

A place to BE the love of God and to FEEL the love of God.

MAHALO!
A BIG MAHALO from St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church 
to our SILENT AUCTION PARTNERS who generously 
supported our Annual Bazaar held on Sep. 23, 2023. 

Kohala UTV Adventure Tour
Takata Store
Kat’s Kutz
Kohala Coffee Mill 
Waimea Coffee Company
Maurine Gomes
Virginia Fortner
Educational Services
Mauna Kea Resort
Westin Hapuna Resort
Hot Glass Hawaii
Mi Ranchito
KTA
Kohala Grown Market

Arakaki Store
Sunshine Hardware
Rebecca Bartholomy
Nakahara Store
Kohala Tax LLC
Kathy Matsuda
Elements
Pueo’s Garden
Ebikes Hawaii
Gomes Guitars & Ukeleles
Raise Your Vibration
L&L
Diann Wilson
& Steve Hoffman

Hāmākua-Kohala Health and 
its Board of Directors appointed 
new Interim Chief Executive 
Offi  cer Catherine Marquette, 
Family Nurse Practitioner and 
Medical Director, to lead the 
four health centers located in 
North Hawaiʻi. 

Cathy Marquette has been 
a health care provider of the 
Honokaʻa clinic site for more 
than thirty years, starting at 

Hāmākua-Kohala Health Appoints New Senior Management Team
the health center in 1993 at the 
former Hāmākua Health Center.

Additional members to 
the Senior Management Team 
of Hāmākua-Kohala Health 
include recently appointed 
Chief Financial Offi  cer Sharon 
Espejo, Human Resources Direc-
tor Arlene Cruz, Director of 
Information Technology Alexis 
McDougall, Public Relations 
Director Kai Carvalho, Execu-

tive Assistant Stephanie Dullum, 
and Clinic Operations Manager 
Regina Gantala.

The 100+ staff -member orga-
nization provides care for more 
than 7,950 patients at clinic sites 
located in Honokaʻa, Kohala, 
Laupāhoehoe, and Waimea.

 Services include primary 
care; behavioral health; pediat-
rics; dental services for all ages; 
cultural health program; wom-

en’s health, including prenatal 
care; tobacco treatment program; 
care coordination; family plan-
ning; and health insurance 
enrollment.

Plans for the future of the 
Hāmākua-Kohala Health centers 
include a pharmacy in Honokaʻa, 
and a new health and teaching 
center in Kohala. 

For more information, visit 
www.hamakua-health.org.

The Hawai‘i Police Depart-
ment, in collaboration with the 
State Department of Transporta-
tion and the County of Hawai‘i 
Planning Department, wishes to 
inform the public of an upcoming 
island-wide enforcement initia-

Vending and Other Commercial Activities on State and County Highways
tive focused on the illegal use of 
state highways and county road-
ways for commercial activities, 
including street vending.

This enforcement initiative 
aims to ensure that our roadways 
and highways are utilized for their 

designated purposes. While we 
recognize the value and appeal 
of local vendors in enhancing the 
vibrant culture of our island, it is 
essential to maintain order and 
consistency in the use of public 
spaces.

Hawaii County Code 22-22.5 
(Commercial use of County 
Roads) and Hawaii Revised Stat-
utes Section 264-101 (Vending 
from Highway Prohibited) are 
applicable to roadside vendors. 
Violators may be issued a citation 
and given a notice to appear in 
court.

Beginning Friday, December 1, 
authorities will actively monitor, 

address and enforce regulations 
prohibiting unauthorized com-
mercial activities on state high-
ways and county roadways across 
Hawai‘i Island. Those found in 
violation could face criminal pros-
ecution and fi nes up to $1,000.

The Hawai‘i Police Depart-
ment appreciates the community’s 
understanding and cooperation in 
this matter. For questions or fur-
ther information regarding this 
initiative, please contact Kona 
Community Policing Sergeant 
Brandon Mansur at (808) 326-
4646, extension 256, or via email at 
brandon.mansur@hawaiicounty.
gov.

NAKAHARA STORE

(808) 889-6449  | Mon-Sat: 8am-7pm  Sun: 8am-3pm
Located in historic Hawi by the banyan tree

Groceries. Snacks. Hawaiian Gifts
HOME TO OUR FAMOUS OVEN ROASTED CHICKEN,
CHAR SIU PORK, CLAM DIP, & MAUI ONION SALSA
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Breast Cancer Awareness Event

Calling All

Admission FREE event!

"All Ladies 16+ years and Older"

Don't forget your Pink Ladies attire!

Health Screenings

Massage
Nail Painting

Entertainment
Food & much more!

Date and Time:
November 3, 2023

5:00pm to 8:00pm

Venue
:

Honoka'a Gym Complex
45-541 Lehua St. Honoka'a, HI 96727

Pre-register here!

North Hawaii Hospice is 
looking for volunteers to 

help with our Bereavement 
Program. The program 

provides support for family 
members, partners and 

caregivers for 13 months 
after the passing of a 

loved one. Areas where 
volunteer help is needed 
include monthly mailings 
and regular phone calls

 to check in on the bereaved 
to see how they are doing 
and off er support based 

on the need.

This work can be done from 
your home and on your own 

time. Complete training 
will be provided. The time 

commitment is fl exible 
depending on your 

availability and schedule.

For more information 
and to volunteer please email 

volunteer.manager
@northhawaiihospice.org

or call 885-7547

New book
by Kohala author
Diann Wilson:
Goodbye big city, 
hello big island

now available on 
Amazon

By Virginia Fortner
On October 7, eager Kohala 

readers walked past Diann Wil-
son’s garden palms anticipating a 
book launch. They were not disap-
pointed as they snatched up copies 
of “Goodbye Big City Hello Big 
Island.” Its cover, featuring a photo 
taken by Diann, showed an even 
more unusual palm. Its trunk twists 
off  in unexpected directions, as do 
her chapters. 

Over pupu, Diann and hus-
band, Steve, kept the captivat-
ing stories coming. He proposed 
a toast, ending with “because I’m 
not beat up too badly in the book.’ 
Diann’s hearty laugh punctuated 
her answer to, “Why did you write 
about Hāwī?”

“My corporate friends didn’t 
think our move here would last. 
We’ve been here eight years, nut 
and fruit farming. All this from a 
dream that we didn’t know we had 
until it came true.” 

To prove her point, we read the 
thumbnail sketch on the back of her 
book cover. “A sisters’ trip to cel-
ebrate retirement from the corpo-
rate rat race ends in an accident that 
leads to an impulsive decision. Big 
city life is exchanged for (Kohala 
living)…”

Upon moving to Hāwī in 2015, 
Diann threw herself into local activ-
ities. Kohala Library’s Book Club, 
qi gong, belly dancing, golf, swim-

Big Island Author Launches Book
ming and a writing group. She 
started piano lessons and joined the 
Artists' Coop, sewing island-motif 
placemat sets. From day one, part of 
her considerable daily energy went 
to working the land and remodel-
ing the house. 

No stranger to writing, Diann 
had already had several newspaper 
and literary journal articles pub-
lished. She also co-authored “The 
Other Blended Learning: A Class-
room Centered Approach.” That 
knowledge helped when she fi lled 
in at Kohala Elementary as substi-
tute teacher. 

The Hawaii Writers Guild 
elected her president from 2019–
2021, when Big Island board mem-
bers allegedly learned what it 
meant to follow an agenda. She still 
hosts the “Write On!” show on the 
Hawaii Writers Guild’s YouTube 
channel.

Settling into Kohala life, Diann 
met Helen White, a talented local 
nature artist who hasn’t lost her 
Australian-born accent. Her mixed 
media illustrations enhance the 
book’s short stores chronicling 
ever-present chickens in “Fearless 
Farming”; the dog that still greets 
visitors with a squeaky toy in its 
jaws in ”New Tricks”; a sketch of 
Diann herself contrasting yoga in 
her mainland health club with chair 
yoga in “Namaste”;  and Diann’s 
“Build It” Hoe`a Road Farmstead. 

The tone of the book, while evoking 
belly laughs and showing an author 
who brings poking fun at yourself 
to a new level, keeps the tone that 
lists her explanation of joy. She 
reports, “A note left on my farm-
stead began, ”Dear kind lady.…”

The 2023 book’s short chap-
ters stand alone or can be read as 
an entire city-dweller’s transition 
to island-living surprises. Be pre-

pared to chuckle as you fi nd situ-
ations you’ve lived. Humor (her 
husband’s broken ribs are featured 
in “Lucky Breaks”) is ever-present. 
Her writing is sound. And the price 
is right: $16. The book is now avail-
able at North Kohala Artists' Coop-
erative in Kapa`au, at Elements in 
Hāwī, on www.Stone Compass-
Press/GoodbyeBigCityHelloBig 
Island, or on Amazon. 

In Memory of Ricky Ching
Taric “Ricky” Kealuhelemauna Nihipali 
Raymond Ching was born on October 

25, 1996, in Kona, Hawaii. He was a very 
skilled and talented athlete who played 

football, baseball and soccer for the Kohala 
Cowboys. He graduated from Kohala High 

School in 2014 and enlisted in the Army 
Infantry Division in 2015. Ricky passed 
away on July 23, 2023, in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. He was loved by his mother, 
Johnelle “Amoo” (Godfrey) Kainoa of 

Kawaihae; father, Darrell (Amber) Corrales 
of Kohala; birth mother, Lurline Raymond of 
Waikoloa; grandmother, “Honey Pat” Ching 

of Kohala; daughter, Christina Cirian of Las Vegas, Nevada; brothers 
Sione Ching, Kekoa (Kristian Ellazar) Ching, and Keanu Kainoa of Kohala; 

and sisters Micharline (Rudy) Kunishige of Hilo, and Leilani Salvador of 
Honoka’a. He was caring, genuine and a Hawaiian Braddah that was so 
full of Aloha who was cared for and loved by numerous aunties, uncles, 

cousins, nieces, nephews, and many braddahs and sistahs who was 
always there for him.Celebration of Ricky’s life will be on Saturday, Octo-

ber 28, at Keokea Beach Park. 
Visitation starting at 10 a.m. Service at 11:00 a.m.
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See Pizza, Page 12

Kohala Trade Center, Hawi

  Local 
  Foods
  Products
  Produce
  Meats
  Smoothies
  & Hot Deli
Mon - Thur 10-6, Fri 10 - 8
Sat 10 - 6 & Sun 10 - 5

Hot Lunch Menu 11- 3       808-937-4930

HEALTHY GRAB 'N GO FOOD

Story and photos by Karolina Garrett
When that Sunday afternoon 

arrives, or even Monday evening, 
and most cooks in your house have 
scampered, the newish Hāwī food 
save is KO Pizza. The establish-
ment delivers New York style pizza 
directly to the food truck window, 
where you are standing under the 
banyan tree on Hāwī Road. Owner 
Kelly Woods admits that “our heart 
and soul has gone into the pizza 
truck. Pizza is the people’s food.”

Woods and her pizza business 
partner Oliver Van Zandt gathered 
momentum when returning in 2016 
to live on Big Island as a couple, yes, 
hoping to purchase a home in the 
Kohala area. And that meant secur-
ing second jobs above and beyond 
their full-time commitments. Yet 
they wondered if another avenue or 
street existed, as in aff ordable street 
food priced accessibly for locals? 
And so, a knock out idea baked. 
Welcome to KO pizza.

Oliver’s is a third generation Van 
Zandt family, thriving in Kohala. He 
and Kelly reunited with that ongo-
ing family history when crossing 
2,800 miles of Pacifi c ocean to rejoin 
Hawaiian shores. A few years ago, 
when his grandparents needed 
more health attention, Oliver moti-
vated Kelly to make Hawai’i home 
again, to reconnect with and sup-
port family, in their return to where 

Heart and Soul, Rock ‘n’ Roll Pizza—Serving Knock Out Slices in Hāwī

each was born and raised.
It remains a truism that startups 

encounter challenges, meaning the 
KO Pizza food truck road has had 
some bumps. Building the food 
truck from its origins as just four 
wheels meant Oliver next had to 
design new walls and a roof. Rather 
than a “had to” point-of-view, these 
two adopted a “want to” build cre-
ative spirit that delivers on a dream. 
So, for one year while working their 
day jobs and earning those funds, 
the food truck evolved to being 

mostly complete, based on cash fl ow 
and a business loan. Some upgrades 
are still in the future works.

In an already-hectic day, Kelly 
made the phone calls that matter 
most yet bring uncertainty: how 
small businesses quest forward. 
Would Kohala Surety allow them to 
open for business under the banyan 
tree adjacent to Minit Stop on every 
Sunday and Monday from 11 a.m. to 
8 p.m.? 

So far, the answer is yes. Would 
the right insurance company pres-

ent a policy that covers food trucks? 
One has been located and at a cost, 
another one to juggle. Would the 
heavy and huge brick pizza oven 
in Hilo be possibly extracted from 
a building there and delivered to 
Hāwī? Possible when one business 
partner has construction connec-
tions. And would the vigilant food 
truck health inspector award the 
paper? The required green card now 
sits high on a shiny metal wall.

Despite midnight wonderings if 
KO Pizza could even work, Kelly 
and Oliver stayed true north while 
sourcing the prized pizza item—that 
would be the dough. The couple met 
at Rock & Roll Pizza in Moorpark, 
California, working together for ten 
years. Served at this restaurant was 
the classic thin crust New York style 
dough. Magic is in the ratio of fi ve 
basics combining to align just-so: 
fl our, warm water, yeast, olive oil, 
and salt. Kelly and Oliver source 
their dough from a former mainland 
pizza colleague and stock enough 
for weeks forward in a commercial 
food kitchen freezer.  

Standing outside the pizza truck 
on Hāwī Road, what you observe 
watching the culinary acolytes 
in action—Mashayla Van Zandt 
and Eric Steinhoff —is KO Pizza 
got hustle. Mashayla balances the 
phone on her shoulder while writ-

KO Pizza owners Kelly Woods and Oliver Van Zandt.
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Weekly Events in  november 2023
DAY START END EVENT VENUE CONTACT (808)

M-S 8:30AM narcotics anonymous rainbow cafe

MON 8:30am 10am tool library 54-3842 Akoni Pule Hwy 213-7779

9am Senior Club @ CIVIC CENTER kohalaseniors@gmail.com

11:30am senior dance classes KIC 238-6111

4:30PM RMD TAIKO CLASSES HUB HALE 895-2025

5:30PM Defiant Brats (WOMENS' AA) Ainakea Home 747 9627

TUE 8AM 9am NARCOTICs ANONYMOUS near skate park 805-452-9501

8AM 9AM Tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

8am yoga/pilates beginner class outside hisaoka gym 333-8275

4:30pm 6pm belly dance fitness call for location 238-6111

4:30pm Kohala cares food drive st augustine's ALOHAPETER
@YAHOO.COM

5PM 6PM CHOIR PRACTICE  st augustine's 889-5390

5:30PM 7PM PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

wed 10AM 11AM STORY TIME NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

12pm 6pm thrift shop st augustine's 889-5390

2pm 4pm open guided art studio Artists' co-op 960-3597

2PM 3PM LEGO CLUB 11/1 , 11/15, BOARD 
GAMES: 11/8, 11/22 , CRAFT: 11/29

NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

3:30 pm 4:30pm RMD TAIKO CLASSES (not 1st wed) HUB BARN 895-2025

6PM 8PM Meal and Bible Study Kalahikiola Church 218-4872

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm spiritual healing service 54-3876 Akoni Pule Ste 4 989-5995

7PM Alcoholics Anonymous Ainakea Home 747 9627

THU 8am 5pm community harvest TOUCHING THE EARTH FARM

8am yoga/pilates beginner class outside hisaoka gym 333-8275

9AM 10:15PM Healing Circle for addicts Nani's Garden 805-452-9501

4pm 5pm tool library 54-3842 Akoni Pule Hwy 213-7779

5pm open circle meditation (not 2nd) keokea beach park 889-5390

5:30pm 7pm PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8PM Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

FRI 8am Narcotics anonymous meeting Wiley Hall on Iole 805-452-9501

8am 9am tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

9:30AM 10:45AM YOGA   HUB HALE 202 746 0439

SAT 8AM 1PM COMMUNITY FARMERS MARKET KAMEHAMEHA PARK 225-3666

8AM 12PM FARMERS MARKET THE HUB 313-338 -7090

8am 10am tool library 54-3842 Akoni Pule Hwy 213-7779

Sun 8am yoga/pilates beginner class outside hisaoka gym 333-8275

6pm 7pm Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm 8pm RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING hub barn 805-452-9501

Pizza, from Page 11
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    Rocky Mnt. Growler       Lil’ Buddy              Wild Flow

Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

ing an order and saying thank you 
to a customer standing outside the 
pizza truck window and handing 
a quantity of grated mozzarella 
grabbed from the freezer to Eric a 
few feet away and then removing a 
few slices from the 550-degree brick 
oven. We got pizza making, baking, 
and delivering calisthenics inside 
this food truck. Her pizza colleague 
Eric occupies a key niche as the pizza 
chef. Fresh dough gets an air toss, 
cornmeal sprinkled on a wooden 
pizza spatula, dough placed here, 
one scoop tomato sauce, (propri-
etary) spice ingredients sprinkled, 
shredded cheese arranged…and 
voila, whole pizza success.

One crunchy thin crust slice 
gives fl avor room to savor melted 
cheese and tomato depth with spicy 
pepperoni. (Pizza slices that are 
more bread than other ingredients 
are not this.) Today’s food research 
(a writer’s labor) was that I had to 
order a second slice—Portuguese 
sausage with onion. Again, New 
York style thin crust means a fold in 
the slice’s middle and bites combin-
ing piping gooey cheese, onion, sau-
sage, and tomato all in one savory 
adventure are quite rewarding.

The KO pizza team savor their 
culinary success so far. Mashayla 
stays jazzed that her pizza work is 
“connecting with local community 
in this unique experience.” Music 
blares at the right decibels and 
makes for festive vibes. She appreci-
ates that families bring whole pizzas 
to the grassy lawn, enjoying a meal 

outdoors. Eric fi nds that joining a 
food start-up in its entrepreneurial 
roots demonstrates how to succeed. 
New to pizza chefi ng, he values 
pizza learning, and being heard by 
the bosses. Those two close up shop 
for the day, since Kelly and Oliver 
arrive around 5 p.m. to create and to 
serve the last pizzas of the day.

KO Pizza open every Sunday 
and Monday, 11 a.m. until 8 p.m. 
Phone orders accepted: 808-313-
0514. https://www.kopizzahawaii.
com.  

KO employee Mashayla Van Zandt 
with a fresh pizza.



The Kohala Mountain News Page 13October 27, 2023

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

Kohala 
Churches

Kohala Baptist Church

Please join us Sundays for Bible study  
at 9 AM  in the chapel and 

Worship at 10:30 AM outside
 under the Royal Poinciana tree

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church

Telephone   808-889-6436

Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church

Hawi, Hawai’i  •  The Welcoming Church
Masses: Saturday 5 pm 

Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am

Rev Elias Escanilla

Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm
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889-5613
rod@rodsrepair.com

Rod’s Repair
Factory Authorized Appliance Service
• Appliances and parts
• Ice makers
• Refrigeration
• Locksmith service

Hinokawa Electric LLC
Serving All of Your Electrical Needs

High Voltage Specialist

• Home stand-by generators
• Generac generators 
• Sales and repairs
• Alternate energy systems
• New homes and renovations
• Trouble calls

Service is Our Business
Aloa # 021349

License C-16154

Open: 
Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30

Sat   9 - 3
889~5077

Hair Spectrum
Family Salon

All Meetings ALSO ON ZOOM
54-3876 Akoni Pule Hwy 

Behind Ackerman Gallery; S of L&L BBQ

Notify Rev. Lee:
TSHE.org@Protonmail.com 

808-989-5995
“There is no death; 

there are no dead.” Get Proof. 

Sunday Worship 
Service 10 AM

Wednesday Spiritual 
Healing Service 7 PM Kalahikiola Church

Sunday Worship and 
Children’s Program 9:30 am

Tuesday Prayer 11:30 am
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm

53-540 'Iole Rd., Kapa'au
www.kalahikiolacc.com

Pastor Mark Blair
E Komo Mai!

“since 1832, proclaiming Jesus Christ 
to Kohala”

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM

November Service
Sunday, Nov 19, 10 am

On the right approx. one mile past the
Kohala Middle School In Halaula
Rev. Masanari Yamagishi 
(808)798-2075

ACCOUNTING, PAYROLL,
TAX PREPARATION

Shanna Baldos 
Located in Honaka'a

Ho'okipa Financial
Connections, LLC

Email: info@hookipafc.com
Website:www.hookipafc.com

808-854-4995

By Virginia Fortner
Where can you hear the latest 

plans for Kohala, learn a fun balance 
exercise, sing with ukuleles, and 
have a light meal each week? The 
answer is “Behind Kamehameha’s 
statue, Monday mornings, 9-11:00 
a.m. at the Kohala Senior Citizens 
Club meeting!

In the Know
Since Charles Kitz’s presidency 

in 1969, kūpuna age 55 and older 
have met regularly. They hear 
speakers about what’s new, with 
folks like Toni Withington show-
ing Ali’i Trail acquisition or Bob 
Martin before the local KNKR 96.1 
FM radio station was launched. 
Tim Richards recently described his 
new job as Hawaii state senator and 
asked for suggestions from wise lis-
teners. 

Young people’s ocean clean-
up projects, documentary-making 
hopefuls’ interviews about history 
of cane fi eld days, and the latest 
grant-writing projects enlighten 
members. It works two ways; 
seniors often share their advice. 
County health experts frequently 
bring materials and information for 
enhancing lifestyle and well-being 
during golden years.

Up for Fun
Perhaps you saw the Western-

Senior Citizens Live On
ers line dancing “Electric Slide” at 
the Hub’s First Wednesday. Those 
fancy steps were the result of 
weekly classes with Ginger, who 
donated her time. They will be 
ready for the next all-island dance 
moment. Monthly Bingo is also 
popular. Everyone takes home a 
prize. Some are gift certifi cates from 
Kohala merchants.

Past activities include monthly 
movie night, hand painting tees, 
and decorating Easter bonnets for 
a Spring parade—with prizes, of 
course. Popular president Faye’s 
husband has served as grill chef for 
numerous Spencer Beach picnics. 
You can learn hanafuda and other 
card games or harmonize to Car-
ma’s uke in the shade. 

County-wide Casino Days, 
Spooktacular events, bon dances, 
and gate/ground/softball tourna-
ments fi ll buses for fi eldtrips to Hilo 
or Kona. RSVP (Retired Seniors Vol-
unteer Program) thank you lunch, 
Thanksgiving at Puakea Ranch with 
prime rib and lobster, and Christ-
mas brunch at Mauna Kea stand 
out as reasons they would don the 
latest fi nery and let their hair down 
before Covid. 

Programming is resuming grad-
ually now, with masks optional. 
Delightful Island Breeze’s hula 
dinner at Makapāla may resume 
this season, and the club has car-

pool plans to attend the Kahilu The-
atre’s Tuesday monthly $5 movie.  

Before the summer break, 
Seniors baked and brought rum-
mage sale items for a Saturday sale 
in Kamehameha Park. The pasteles, 
maki and varieties of sushi all sold, 
as did most of the plants. Seniors 
have green thumbs!

Remembering and Learning
Memories of growing up in 

Kohala are hit topics that draw a 
lot of participation at Senior Club. 
One year, programming featured 
each of the heritages represented in 
the membership. Costumes, dances, 
foods, skits, and talk story brought 
learning while celebrating, keep-
ing our ethnic  backgrounds alive. 
If you are curious about the taste 
of Stone Soup, ask Lana. Which 
kupuna has the most candles on 
the monthly birthday cake? Ask 
percussionist Dora. Who knows a 
rascal hula song to make you smile? 
Ask Sue. 

Welcoming New Members
Come join us! You might learn 

how to avoid scams, acquire gar-
dening techniques, or catch up on 
Kohala’s latest land-use proposal. 
This writer fi rst attended in 2012 
and has renewed her $25 member-
ship yearly. She considers it one of 
our island’s best bargains.

Weekly Bible study @ 2pm
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Kohala 
Dental Center

● New Patient Exams ● Teeth Whitening
● Crowns & Bridges ● Full/Partial Dentures
●Veneers ● Composite Fillings ● Implants
● Root Canal Therapy ● Wisdom Teeth

Welcoming New Patients
Call us today to request an appointment

808-889-6277

Your smile is our top priority

kohaladental.com

 New Location
For appointments call: 808 498-4018

Open 12-5, Monday - Friday

• Full Medicinary
   (Physician-grade supplements)

• Herbal Medicine

• Homeopathy
• Hyperbaric Therapy
• Hydrotherapy

• IV Medicine
• Ozone
• Ultrasound

Naturopathic Physician

Rare opportunity to own a private sanctuary in Kapanai’a 
Bay area of historic North Kohala. Exquisite 2-BR, 

2.5-Bath home fi lled with high-end appliances and 
features. Expansive covered lanai with stained/stamped 

concrete designs outlined by sod, and accented by a stone 
Buddha statue. Hundreds of native and orchard plants. 
Possible separate living space in walled-off  third bay 

of 1200 sq ft garage. Built in 2021. Mowers, appliances 
and equipment included. Call to see! 
MLS 704002, 8.78 acres, $1,750,000

Photo by Tom Morse
The 2023 Kohala High School Varsity Football Team. 

1 Perez, Tiras; 2 Anchetta-AhPuck, Sheldon; 3 Parks, Leo; 4 Ramos-Salvador, Leroy; 5 Cazimero-Bautista, Ryzen; 6 Reyes, Aukai; 7 Peritore, Paul; 8 
Ittner, Kayzen; 9 Yamamoto-Perez, Ayzen; 10 Antonio, Isaiah; 11 Catrett, Kahaka; 12 Wilson, Hezekiah; 13 Viernes, Alston; 14 Kahalioumi, Kuokalani; 

15 Manantan, Jordan; 21 Caravalho, Akoni; 22 Durfl ionger, Micah; 23 Sabastian, Drake; 25 Murry, Dante; 27 Sulliban, Tyler; 32 Kaai, James; 50 
Incillio-Cummins, Kamalu; 53 Barayuga, John; 54 Blanco, Asher; 55 Mattos, Wiley; 56 Mederios, Jeremiah; 57 Hooke, Nainoa; 58 Cabral, Benjamin; 

64 Rabang, Wyatt; 65 Camara, Payton; 68 White, Joshua Kasauwai; 69 Acacia, Zayden; 75 Duque, Denali.

Head Coach: Earl Hoshida 
Asst Coaches: Wilton Camara, Kaina Matthey, Corey Chu, Jason Ontiveros, Edwin Valenzuela 

Managers: Khloe Hoshida, Shalei Nicolas, Kassidy Kapiliela 
Athletic Trainer: Robin Marquez

Stats: Khloe Hoshida, Ethan Perez

2023 Kohala High School Football Roster
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Email calendar listings to:  kohalacalendar@gmail.com

MONTHLY CALENDAR NOVEMBER 2023

To Advertise In 
The Kohala 

Mountain 
News 

Call Tom 
(808) 345 0706

Subscribe to our montly calendar on https://kohalamountainnews.com/events/month/

OWNER / PRINCIPAL BROKER
REALTOR(B) RB-23485

Heidi Hernandez

808-493-7644 cell
808-889-5181 office

KohalaPacificRealty.com

Located in Downtown Hawi
SERVING HAWAI’I SINCE 1984

Mountain Views
Lots #23&#31
in Desirable Hanaula Village

Located at the end of a cul-de-sac, LOT#23
occupies a prime location in the neighborhood,
capturing expansive views at a higher elevation
than many of the surrounding properties.
$350,000 |MLS#670668

Also tucked off the spur of the main boulevard,
LOT#31 is the largest lot in Hanaula. A manicured,
level lot with good orientation to take advantage of
the island breezes.$340,000|MLS#670666

Build your dream home in this lovely
neighborhood near Kapa’au and Hawi. Enjoy
mountain views from this serene, walkable area.
Minutes to shops, galleries, parks, and hiking.
Underground utilities, Spectrum Internet, and
reasonable CCRs make this a terrific site for your
custom home. Come see what others already
know: It’s Kohala country life at its finest.

LOT #31 | 54-3719 LEHUULA CIR 0.28 ac

LOT #23 | 54-3700 LEHUULA CIR 0.24 ac

J. Lorenzo Construction
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time

• Residential, commercial,
  industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432
lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

• 35 years of experience 
  with projects done all
  over Kohala

date DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

10/29 SUN 8:30 AM 4:30 PM ELECTRONICS RECYCLING ONE DAY SPECIAL EVENT PARKER RANCH CENTER

11/1 wed 9:00 AM 11:00 AM Māhukona talk story sessions register at https://www.hilt.org/mahukona Māhukona

11/1 WED 4:00 PM 7:00 PM KOHALA NIGHT MARKET VENDORS & ENTERTAINMENT HUB BARN 808-895-2025

11/1 WED 4:30 PM Kohala Community Access Group NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

11/1 WED 7:00 PM Temple of Spiritual Healing Grief support group 54-3876 Akoni Pule Ste 4 808-989-5995

11/2 THU 5:00 PM 7:00 PM Draft General Plan Road Show https://cohplanning.konveio.com/ KIC

11/3 FRI 3:00 PM 6:00 PM Down to earth studio Opening reception: Helen White DOWN TO EARTH STUDIO 808-366-5335

11/3 FRI 4:00 PM HEALTH & WELLNESS GROUP NKCDP OLD COURTHOUSE imuakohala@gmail.com

11/4 Sat 8:00 AM 11:00 AM Thrift Shop St Augusine’s 808-889-5390

11/4 SAT 6:00 PM 8:00 PM WINGS, WOOD & WATER OPENING RECEPTION Artists’ cooperative 808-854-1058

11/6 MON 10:00 AM Kohala Culture and History Group NKCDP ISLAND RETREAT imuakohala@gmail.com

11/6 MON 5:00 PM 6:30 PM Chess Club All ages welcome! NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

11/8 WED 9:00 AM AFFORDABLE HOUSING GROUP NKCDP POMAIKA`I CAFE imuakohala@gmail.com

11/8 WED 5:00 PM GROWTH MANAGEMENT GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

11/13 MON 2:00 PM 3:30 PM Jewelry Making Limited space, RSVP required. NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

11/13 MON 5:30 PM 7:00 PM Jewelry Making Limited space, RSVP required. NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

11/14 TUE 11:00 AM 12:00 PM Book Club All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr. NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

11/15 WED 3:30 PM PARKS, ROADS VIEW PLANES GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

11/15 WED 5:00 PM UTILITIES GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

11/16 THU 9:00 AM 11:00 AM Sacred Heart Food Basket Sacred Heart Catholic Church 808-889-5115

11/18 Sat 8:00 AM 1:00 PM Kohala Community Farmer’s Market Kamehameha Park 808-225-3666

11/19 Sat 11:00 AM 2:00 PM Tool library Fundraiser - carwash 54-3842 Akoni Pule Hwy 808-213-7779

11/19 WED 4:30 PM Advisory Group MEETING NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

11/20 MON 5:30 PM 6:30 PM Hawaiian History Talk Story King Kamehameha part 3. NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

11/21 TUE 3:00 PM 4:00 PM Keiki science with HWC Making bird feeders. NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

11/24 FRI 3:00 PM 4:00 PM Science with HWC Making Bird feeders. NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

11/26 5:30 PM MINI CONCERT St Augusines 808-889-5390

11/28 TUE 6:00 PM Hawaii Farmers Union United facebook.com/KohalaChapterHFUU/ HUB BARN kohala.hfuu@gmail.com

11/29 wed 4:00 PM Restorative Yoga Therapy class With Carla Orellana - BY request CALL FOR LOCATION 808-238-6111
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OPEN MON TO SAT 8AM - 7PM
SUNDAY 8AM - 1PM
(808) 889-5413

HOT DEALS FOR 11/1 - 11/14/23 

“Always leave with a Smile”

TYSON BONE/

SKINLESS 

THIGHS 
40 OZ

$6.89
$11.39

BEST FOODS 

MAYO 

30 OZ 

$5.99 
$8.99

GOLD MEDAL 

ALL PURPOSE 

FLOUR 5 LBS

 $3.99 
$7.99

BANQUET 

SALISBURY 

STEAKS 27 OZ

 $4.99
$8.49

MERIGOLD 

ORANGE 

JUICE 64 OZ 

$4.49
$5.99

FRANKS 

FOODS 

KALUA 1 LB

 $6.89
$10.59

MAEBO ONE 

TON CHIPS 

4 OZ 

$2.99
$4.19

CHIPS AHOY 

COOKIES 

7-13 OZ 

2/$6 
$6.49

ARIZONA 

GREEN TEA 

CANS 22 OZ

 $1.49 
$2.19

DASANI 

WATER 

24 PK 

$6.99
$14.49

Celebrate our 100th year  anniversary with a weekly 
drawing to win a $100 Gift Certificate Giveaway.
Fill out your entry form. One winner per week.

Drawings July 10 through December 29.
Winners will be contacted on Fridays

By Libby Leonard
On September 30 at Kame-

hameha Park, Roots Skatepark’s 
Wahine Skate Club hosted its 
fi rst Mo`olelo Potluck in honor of 
Hawaiian history month, featur-
ing area kupuna Jeff  Coakley, who 
came to share some of that history 
and what it was like living during 
the plantation era in Kohala.

The event was organized and 
emceed by skate club mentor 
Kanani Alpis who, alongside fi ve 
other mentors, started the all-girl 
skate club over the summer. The 
club currently has 16 girls from ele-
mentary school to high school. 

The event was well-attended 
by several skatepark parents and 
their keiki, who sat attentively lis-
tening to Coakley as he shared 
about Queen Liliuokalani and Ber-
nice Pauahi Bishop, who was the 
founder of Kamehameha Schools, 
where Coakley graduated in 1964. 

Coakley also shared about the 
importance of Hawaiian language, 
and reminisced about what he did 
for recreation living in Kohala when 
he was younger. This included sto-
ries of swimming in Queen’s Bath 
in Halawa and diving at ‘Upolu, 
Kapa’a and Pololū, where he and 
friends would go to catch o’opu fi sh 
and a’ama crabs. 

He also spoke about going hunt-
ing in the forest reserve in many 
areas closed off  to the public today, 
but back then you could go freely. 

When asked by one of the 
attendees if anyone skateboarded 

Wahine Skate Club Hosts Event for Hawaiian History Month

back then, Coakley smiled and 
said that he and others built their 
own out of two by fours and roller 
skates.   

Dennis Matsuda, who was born 
and raised in Kohala, was also sup-
posed to be in attendance, but was 
on the continent. He, however, 
allowed Alpis to share some of his 
story, which he had typed ahead of 
time. In it, he spoke of how the park 
used to be cane fi elds and a location 
for Makahiki season.

Makahiki season is tradition-
ally a time of rest and rejuvenation 

that involves celebrations, harvests, 
sports and renewing community 
bonds. 

Wahine Skate Club mentor Jes-
sica Goodoni was also asked to 
share about her upbringing in 
Kohala with her mother, who was 
a marine biologist, and father, who 
was a boat captain. Both moved 
here from the continent before she 
was born. She said they studied 
Hawaiian culture that they used 
to educate on boat tours, and were 
mentored by the Veloria family, 
who became their hanai `ohana.

Goodoni said that it’s not about 
how you can change Hawai’i, but 
how Hawai’i changes you, and ref-
erenced the book Thinking Like an 
Island, which promotes “i ka nānā
no a ‘ike” or “by observing one 
learns.”

Along the tables, keiki were able 
to peruse several books of promi-
nent Hawaiian fi gures, as well as 
legends about Hawaiian Gods like 
Kāne and Kanaloa, and La’ieikawai. 

“It’s very important for our 
youth to hear these stories,” said 
Alpis, who added that she hoped 
to have more of these events in 
the future with other kūpuna as a 
means to continue to help perpetu-
ate their stories.  

Wahine Skate Club meets every 
Wednesday from 3–5 p.m. for group 
skate. New participant registration 
will open December 27 and close 
January 7. Email kkeliikipi808@
gmail.com for more information. 

Roots Skatepark will also hold a 
youth-led skate contest on October 
29 from 10–2 p.m. 

Wahine Skate Club mentor Kanani Alpis strikes a pose.

Did you know? 
The Kohala Mountain  

News is online at
kohalamountainnews.com

Now SEARCHABLE 
back to 2011




