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Cowboys Bring Home HHSAA D2 State Championship Again
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The 2023-2024 Kohala Cowboys Basketball team poses with their State Championship trophy.

Mayor and DEM Address Mandated
Cesspool Replacement

"Upolu Point Faces PONC Scrutiny

Mayor Mitch Roth.

Stories and photos by Lynda Wallach
The State of Hawaii has man-
dated the replacement of all cess-
pools by 2050. Why, you may ask,
are we worrying about something
that won’t happen for twenty-six
years? Given that there are approxi-
mately 88,000 cesspools in the
state with approximately 48,000 on
Hawaii Island, the enormity of the
task becomes apparent and sud-
denly fifty years doesn’t seem like
such a long time. In fact, if con-

versions were started now, 2,000
would have to be completed each
year to meet the 2050 deadline. That
is why Mayor Roth and representa-
tives from the Department of Envi-

ronmental Management (DEM),
headed by Ramzi Mansour, have
scheduled two rounds of meetings

in various communities throughout
the island to introduce the public
to the proposed Integrated Waste-

water Management Plan and to
See Cesspool, Page 2

Photo by Toni Withington

Rough waters off "Upolu Point.

By Toni Withington

The “Upolu Point nomination of
88 acres of land next to the “Upolu
Airport was heard by the county’s
Public Access, Open Space and
Natural Resources Preservation

Commission March 11. Nine other
projects around the island were
presented to the commission, all
competing for a slot on the mayor’s

See Upolu, Page 2
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The coaching staff from left to right.
Asst. Coach Paul Antonio Ill, Asst. Coach/Athletic Trainer Robin Marquez,
Head Coach Kihei Kapeliela, Asst. Coach Reeve Cazimero and Asst.
Coach Elijah Antonio.

On March 5, the Kohala High
School Boys Basketball team beat
Seabury Hall 49-45 in overtime play
to clinch the Hawaii High School
Athletic Association (HHSA) D2
State Championship. This was the
team’s second straight, and third
overall, HHSA championship win
in four years.

Player,

Year

#1 Isaac Salvador-Libron,
Junior

#2 Landon Kauka,
Senior

#3 Dillon Oandasan,
Sophomore

#4 Layden Kauka,
Sophomore

#5 Jayden Hook,
Junior

#10 Jordan Manantan,

Upolu, from Page 1
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Sophomore

#11 Isaiah Antonio,
Junior

#12 Hezekiah Wilson,
Junior

#22 Lucky Kobeney,
Sophomore

#23 Justin Drew,
Junior

#32 Royden Tabiolo,
Sophomore

Head Coach: Kihei Kapeliela
Asst. Coaches: Reeve Cazimero,
Paul Antonio III, Elijah Antonio,
Robin Marquez

Statisticians: Nohea Lee, Hinano
Lewis, Kat Belleci

Team Chaplain: Pastor Mike Kai
Team Mom: Malia Salvador
Team Dad: Nario Libron
Athletic Director: Jayme Carvalho
Principal: Amy Stafford
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Photo by Keith Wallis

The view from “Upolu East, looking diagonally across the property toward
southwest corner.
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808-430-8198
alkanenursery.com

Contractor CT-35671, Isa Certified Arborist - Brandon Belmarez WE-12585A
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LANDSCAPING
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CHIPPING

IRRIGATION
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TRUCKING

ROAD WORK

...AND MORE

priority list for %ublic acquisition.

The list is the first step in the
qualification for eventual use of the
county’s 2% Open Space Fund for
either purchase, conservation ease-
ment or as matching funds for the

urchase. The fund currently has
14.7 million.

Speaking in favor of the “Upolu
nomination were Clarence Keali’i
and Gale Ku'uleialoha Perez of the
‘Aha Hui Panohu ‘Ula o Kohala na
Kupuna Council. The name means
“Bridging the past and the future.”
In spelling out the importance of the
entire “Upolu area to the Hawaiian
culture and history, Clarence said
that the area is considered the Kala-
huimaka, meaning literally “the
eye of the nation” and figuratively
“where it all began.” The name was
passed along by Franklyn Kapa-
ona, whose ancestor Kapaona was
half-brother of Kamehameha. The
Perezes detailed the connection of
the place to Kohala and Hawaiian
history.

Chauncey Wong Yuen, Hawaii
Island director of the State Airport
Division, talked about the suc-
cessful collaboration with Kohala
Lihikai since 2011 to steward the
mile-long trail makai of the air-
port. He cited the increase of native
plants and installation of check
dams to slow down runoff into the
ocean. He especially appreciated
the use of Koﬁala students in the
restoration and signage.

Then Wong Yuen, who has
family ties to Kohala, pulled out
his ukulele and sang the famous
song “Paliakamoa,” written by
Ellen Kealoha Waianuhea Kalaukoa
Naipo and Elizabeth Kealaikiikai-
ulani Naipo Kalaukoa Kamahoahoa
of Kohala Puepa, both direct ances-
tors of the Perezes. The song refer-
ences a village near “Upolu.

Commissioner Kamuela Plun-
kett, representing the Kohala Dis-
trict, said the song was a highlight
of the 6-hour long meeting.

Rick Gmirkin, arcﬁaeologist
for the Ala Kahakai National His-
toric Trail, confirmed the presence
of some archaeological sites in
the area, though many have been
plowed below the surface during
the sugar plantation era. He said
the National Park Service has des-
ignated “Upolu Point as the north-
ern head of the 175-mile trail that
reaches around the western part of
the island through Hawaii Volca-
noes Park.

Kohala-born Kanoa Withing-
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Frank McClure

Come join us for the
Opening Reception
Friday, April 5, 2-5pm

Open daily 10-5
Hawi, at the Hawi Road Intersection
@ @olenagallery.4636
www.olenagallery.com
(808) 345-1779

Our Featured Artist for

ton said, “To me "Upolu Point is an
iconic place of Kohala. The saying
goes ‘Lele O Kohala me he lupe la’
- ‘“The spirit of Kohala soars like a
kite’. At the airport near ‘Upolu
Point and I remember waiting for
Royal Hawaiian flights to visit my
grandparents as a kid. But it was
standing in the wind at “Upolu
Point where I first got the sense
that I could fly, that I could ride the
wind and truly fly. "Upolu Point is
iconic of Kohala because it embod-
ies the spirit of the place.”

Withington  recently  partici-
pated in a project with the Intuitive
Machine’s landing of the Odysseus
observatory on the moon.

Charles Anderson, representa-
tive of the landowner EWM Enter-

rises, said Ernest W. Moody and

e were cooperating with the pres-
ervation of the lang in open space
because they realize the importance
of the place to the people of Kohala
and their history. Several previ-
ous successful purchases of coastal
open space land in North Kohala
and Ka'u have been completed with
EWM Enterprises.

Many Kohala residents submit-
ted written testimony in favor of
preservation. They cited the high
recreational use of the unfenced
{Jortion and the importance of the
and to the history and culture of
the whole "Upolu area.

Toni Withington, spokesperson
for the four Kohala groups that
have nominated Kohala lands to
the PONC priority list since 2009,
answered questions from commis-
sioners about the information in the
20-page submission. The groups she
represented are Kohala Lihikai, Ka
Makani o Kohala Ohana, Malama
Kohala Kahakai, and Maika’i
Kamakani o Kohala.

She corrected one error that
identified a village of 233 people
once located on this land as Eaving
been subsequently found to be in
the adjoining ahupua’a of “Upolu.
It is believed there was a village in
this ahupua’a of Kealahewa, but the
location is uncertain.

A site visit of the property by
commissioners is scheduled for
later this month.

The other projects nominated
were the Kawainui Makai water
falls land near Onomea, an agricul-
tural easement of Nani Kai Hoku
farm in Kohala, the Minuke Ole
Corral Bull Pen in South Kohala,
three projects in North Kona, one in
South Kona and one in Ka'u.
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BEM Project Updates
by Director Ramzi Mansour

. Important meeting regarding Puakd and
South Kohala Regional Wastewater Master
Plan

» Monday, April 8, 5:30 PM, at Waikoloa
Elementary and Middle School

» WW Master Plan Public Comment Period:
Now to April 22, 2024

» Project Website:
https://www.dem.hawaiicounty.gov/projects

»  Final Plan; Summer, 2024

.!‘ |

Department of Environmental Management Director Ramzi Mansour.

what the conversion means for our
island, our communities and every
household with a cesspool.

The first of these official meet-
ings in Kohala was held at the Inter-
generational Center on Wednesday,
February 28.In his opening remarks,
the mayor stressed that this is not
something that we can just kick
down the road and that unless we
start planning now, we will be in
big trouble later. He also stated that
another purpose of these meetings
is to get community involvement in
the planning and decision-making
process.

Cesspools are underground
Fits used to dispose of household
iquid waste into the ground, in
many cases reaching and spread-
ing into the water table. Fifty-three
million gallons of sewage from
cesspools drain into the Hawaiian
environment daily. Over 90 percent
of our drinking water comes from
groundwater and the waste from
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cesspools can cause illnesses and
skin infections. Recent testing has
found cesspool contaminants in the
drinking water of some areas of the
state. Cesspool waste also impacts
aquatic plants and animals, pollutes
the water we swim and fish in and
has an economic impact because the
health of the community and the
environment are keys to Hawaii’s
economy and unique culture.

Though many of us may not
be around in twenty-six years, it is
up to all of us to help preserve the
environment for future generations.
Ramzi Mansour, also addressing
the question of “why now?”, said
that whenever you apply for a
building permit to make improve-
ments to your property, you will
not be issued the permit unless you
convert your cesspool.

Three alternatives to cesspools
were presented. The first is to con-
nect to a municipal sewer system.
This is clearly not an alternative
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for Kohala since we are not close to
any existing sewer system. Mayor
Roth statec? that estimates to pro-
vide a sewer system for just the dis-
trict of Puna ranged from four and
eleven billion dollars, so building
sewer systems for most of Hawaii
County is obviously not a pos-
sibility. A second alternative is to
create a shared wastewater treat-
ment plant that could serve fifty to
several hundred households. This
alternative also has its challenges: a
Sewer Improvement District would
have to be created requiring neigh-
borhood coordination, land would
need to be acquired to house the
facility, upfront costs would be sig-
nificant and licensed, skilled opera-
tors would be required. This, too,
is prohibitively expensive in most
cases.

This leaves the final alternative,
a Department of Health (DOH)
apé)roved onsite system or indi-
vidual wastewater system (IWS),
most typically a septic system, as
the one most appropriate for North
Kohala residents. The costs for
an onsite system are borne by the
homeowner, who is also respon-
sible for operating and maintaining
the system. The site, which must be
at least 10,000 square feet, must be
evaluated by a licensed engineer to
determine possible system options.

The engineer submits the plans
to the State Department of Health,
Wastewater Branch for approval.
There is no County permit needed
for conversion, only a DOH permit.
Once the plans are approved, a
licensed contractor must be hired
to construct the system. The cost
for IWS conversions at this time is
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estimated to be between $15,000
to $70,000 and are site dependent.
Hawaii County is exploring grant
and low interest loan options for
County projects and federal fund-
ing opportunities for high priority
cesspools and help for the finan-
cially burdened. The waitlist for
the current DOH $20,000 grant pro-
gram is filled but other state finan-
cial support programs are still being
sought. Financing and funding are
some of the topics that will be cov-
ered at the next DEM meeting to be
held sometime in April or May.

A final item on the agenda was
a review of the current House and
Senate bills that address the waste-
water issue. There was one that gota
strong reaction from the communi
members in attendance. HB2743, in
addition to mandating that each
county develop a wastewater man-
agement plan and identify priority
areas for sewering, stipulates that
beginning in July 2025 there will
be a monthly fee for properties that
still have cesspools. Attendees were
encouraged to contact their state
senator or representative.

The session was very informa-
tive and there were many ques-
tions. Though the presenters were
able to answer several, this is the
beginning of a long process and
many decisions are yet to be made.
For current information you can
go to the DEM website https://
www.dem.hawaiicounty.go /proj-
ects/integrated-wastewater-man-
agement-plan or email cohdem@
hawaiicounty.gov.

Also, watch for the announce-
ment of the next DEM session and
plan to attend.
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Series of Electrical Power Outages Explained

By Toni Withington

It seems Kohala’s had a lot of
power outages this year. Wildfires
too. It all adds up to questions
of why. Representatives of the
Hawaiian Electric Company were
invited to a recent meeting of the
CDP Utilities Group at the Judi-
ciary Building and provided lots
of information - ironically, during
a power out.

Efforts the company is making
with wildfire mitigation were
spelled out and the varying rea-
sons for the eight power outages
experienced since January were
explained. In some ways they are
connected. Kevin Waltjen, Direc-
tor of Hawaiian Electric, said
some of the outages were based on
safety measures that automatically
switch off power when a problem
is detected by the system.

Hopefully this will eliminate
notorious “brown outs.” This will
also reduce the likelihood of ener-
gized lines and sparks falling to the
ground, which have been attrib-
uted to the starting of the Lahaina
fire last August and the extra-large
fire that is still tearing through
parts of Texas.

With the new wildfire measures
to be added here, the system will be
more sensitive to problems. It will
help the company to identify the
location of the problem better and
fix it before power can be restored.
But safety provisions may extend
the time repairs take.

It could mean more and longer
outages, Waltjen explained.

Tacos

Two pack: 16 Three Pack: 21

Served with housemade chips and organic black beans
Sub in fries or salad for +2
Sub tortilla for chesse shell +2

**Fish Tacos: Fresh catch lightly seasoned
and pan seared with cabbage slaw,
cilantro-lime aioli and mango salsa #*#
Kalua Pork Tacos:

pulled-pork oozing with cheese,

Local kalua style

pickle-relish aiocli, cabbage slaw and
pineapple-salsa

Carne Asada Tacos:Carne asada smothered
in love with cheddar cheese, cabbage slaw,
lime crema and salsa fresca.

Tofu Tacos: Marinated Tofu lightly
seascned and pan seared with cabbage slaw,
cilantro-lime aioli and mango salsa and a
side of Vegan sweet potato salad.
VEGETARIAN

Hot Dogs

Nuthin but the Doqg in me: An all-beef
classic hot dog wrapped up and ready to
go. $4

Hot Diggity Gill's Dog: An all-beef classic
hot dog with pickle relish, onions,

mustard & pepperoncinis. Served with
$11
LA Charger Dog: An all-beef classic hot

dog with applewood smoked thick cut bacon,

fries.

jalapefios, caramelized onion and mustard.
Served with $13

VEGAN Poodle: An all-plant based vegan
dog served plain with a side Comes with a
side of purple sweet potato salad. VEGAN
513

fries.

Keiki Dng: An all-beef classic hot dog
with nada on it so you can do it all
yourself! Served with fries. $8

David Kurohara, Community
Consultant for the company, said
they are working with emergency
management agencies and commu-
nities to develop long-term actions
which include power shutoffs that
can be done safely.

In January, the Public Utili-
ties Commission adopted a $190
million resilience plan as the first
phase of a program to harden the
system against wildfires, hurri-
canes, tsunamis and flooding. Half
will be paid by the federal govern-
ment.

Hawaiian Electric has identi-
fied hot zones at risk for wildfires,
including most of Kohala’s lee-
ward coast, which has experienced
two brush fires already in March.
Installation of weather stations and
infrared cameras will be installed
on poles in these high-risk areas
first. During heavy weather events,
spotters will be sent to strategic
locations. Electronics like fault cur-
rent indicators will identify the
location of the problems.

Meanwhile the company has
undertaken efforts to reduce sag in
lines, treat poles to make them fire
resistant, replace old poles, recon-
figure lines to minimize potential
touching, and managing vegeta-
tion around the lines.

In another direction, the com-
pany is working with critical cus-
tomers, such as hospitals, water
system pumps, and community
resources, to offer the best backup
systems during outages. This
includes protection for cell phone

Burgers

burgers served with fries unless vegan!

**Maui Venison Burger: % pound Maui Nui

venison, cooked in Ghee with cheddar
cheese,
lettuce, tomato and onion.

organic sundog brioche. $25

. Add bacon, caramelized onions or

whatevah you like for a few
dallaz more.

**Auntie K’s Fish Burger: our fresh catch,

battered and fried in avocado oil on

sundog brioche with tartar sauce, cabbage

and slice of cheddahhh. $19

VEGAN ULU burger: our homemade ulu patty

& macnut cheese with local lettuce,
and onion ¢n a Sundog vegan bun with

chipotle aioli and a side of our sweet

potato salad. VEGAN 520

Stacks and Wraps

Served stacked on fries or wrapped in a giant

tortilla with our housemade chips and black
: & beans.
**Hawaiian Superman: Fresh Catch,
furikake tallow fries, the most ono

pineapple salsa, a blast of ocur

irresistible tree-braddahs aioli and some

21
Cali Vibes Carne Asada: Carne Asada,

fresh cilantro.

tallow fries, shredded cheeses and black

beans with a drizzle of lime crema and

some yummy salsa-fresca.$21

**Also, DUh we have to say that;
Consuming raw or uncocked seafood

may increase your risk of foodborne

illness

SECRET PHRASE:
Winnah winnah taco dinnah

homemade burger sauce and local
Served on an

towers.

“You can’t see electricity, which
makes it harder to protect,” said
Waltjen.

He went on to describe the eight
outages Kohala has experienced
this year. Here are the details:

January 11 — Lightning caused
a tree limb to lean on a wire on
Mountain Road during the night.
The power was turned off to allow
removal of the limb. Kohala was
without power for an hour and
nineteen minutes.

January 29 — One of the compa-
ny’s generators tripped off unex-
pectedly. This caused an automatic
safety system to disconnect some
parts of the island to rebalance
the supply of power and avoid
cascading outages. Once backup
generators were started, the power
was restored. Kohala was without
power for a half hour.

January 30 - Another tree
landed on a wire in town during
the morning. The auto balance
turned off the power from Hala'ula
toward Polola for an hour.

February 3 - Corrosion and
deterioration caused an automatic
outage for 31 customers. It was
replaced and power restored.

February 8 - An unknown
cause automatically tripped off the
power to Kohala from 11:30 p.m. to
3:30 a.m. The line was inspected,
and the cause was not located, but
power was restored successfully.
Under the proposed new safety
system, the problem will have to
be identified before power can be

Ono Grindz

**Bahn Mi: Fresh catch, pulled pork or

restored.

February 13 — An unknown
cause tripped off a generator else-
where on island, and the automatic
system balanced power usage by
cutting off some areas around the
island for shorter periods. Kohala
was out for 30 minutes.

February 16 — A fuse at one of
several partnering generation facil-
ity blew and Kohala was without
power until it was replaced.

February 21 — A deteriorating
line was located by a spotter. The
company notified as many users as
possible in Kohala on short notice
that power would go out between
3 and 7 p.m. The line was manu-
ally tripped off. Repairs were com-
pleted before 6 p.m.

“You guys have had a lot of out-
ages,” Waltjen commented. Part
of it has to do with the single line
coming over the mountain being
over 70 years old.

Efforts to make Kohala energy
resilient by building a mini grid
battery storage facility in Hawi
last year took a step backward. The
energy storage system was to make
replacement of the old line feasible.
It is now well behind the original
schedule.

Jennifer Zelko, director of
Government and Community
Affairs, explained that specifica-
tions for building the system are
being rewritten because an earlier
attempt did not produce a bidder
within the organization’s budget.
She did not know when the bid-
ding process would begin again.

GUL's

tofu, seasoned in a delicious lemongrass

marinade on top of a SunDog Sourdough
pickled We
carrot, aina-culture turmeric onion and

Baguette with shredded cabbage,

cucumber topped with lemongrass aioli,
Comes with

fresh cilantro and sriracha.

a side of purple sweet potato salad.**

$21

*Fresh Catch Bowl: Today's fresh catch

topped with a yummy chipotle-aioli,
cabbage slaw, mango salsa and black
beans.

your day!** $21

tomato
Pulled Pork & Goat Quesadilla: Local
Caramelized

Kalua Pork, Goat Cheese,

Onions, Cl
and some cilantro. Served with
housemade chips,

Lime-Crema. $19

*Fish n’ Chips: Today's fresh catch in

chilled beer batter fried in avocado oil

with a mound of our tallow fries,

homemade tartar sauce and a lemon wedge
521

to kick it up a notch.

Comes with some fries to brighten

pineapple salsa and

all
sauces, salsas, and spreads
the
freshest ingredients we can
find that
non-gmo and

make our own

from scratch using

are always
organic and

local whenever possible.

We don’t use canola, peanut
or other crud seed oils
here in ANYTHING,

our fries.

including
Nope nope nope.
We only use local grass-fed
beef tallow, Ghee,
or avocado oil. pairy Free? Egg

Free? Vegan?

coconut

Let us know and we’ll
give you some options!

Tuesday - Saturday 11-7:30

assic Quesadilla Cheese blend.

808.315.1542
54-3866 Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapaau, HI 96755
April Daily discounts for
Kama'aina.
WHISPER the secret phrase
to unlock your 20%
discount!

LIVE MUSIC FRIDAY AND
SATURDAY NIGHT ON
OUR LANAI
starting at 4:30pm

We offer special
discounts to Born and
Raised Kohala
Residents, Farmers,
Teachers, booster card
holders and anyone that
can do a Kickflip.
SECRET PHRASE:
Winnah winnah taco dinnah



March 22, 2024

The Kohala Mountain News

Page 5

Plea to Dog Owners

Dear Editor:

I often walk my dog at
Mahukona and “Upolu, where I can
enjoy watching whales. It's an area
where dogs are often off leash. It's
also where my dog was attacked.

My dog is on a leash. When
I see other dogs I stop, so hope-
fully owners know to also leash

their dogs. That doesn’t always
work so now I also carry pepper
spray and hope to never have to use
it.

Even “friendly dogs” or ones
who “have never attacked before”
are unpredictable.

I would like to urge those who
walk their dogs to PLEASE keep

their dog(s) near to them, carry a
leash, and leash their dog(s) WIXen
they see other dogs or people so
that we can all enjoy watching the
whales and walking those areas
without fear.

Mabhalo,
Sandie Rossi

Letters from Kohala Middle School Students

My. Duncan Anderson teaches seventh grade at Kohala Middle School. Every year he asks his students to choose a
problem on Hawai'i Island they would like to help solve. Students spend the earlier part of the school year researching and
doing projects related to their chosen topic. Toward the end of the year, the students are charged with bringing their mes-
sage out to the community in whatever way they see fit. Part of that goal can be accomplished by writing a Letter the Editor
for publication in the Kohala Mountain News. The following are some of those letters.

Dear people of Kohala,

Aloha, my name is Cael Kaua-
noe-Galdones and I am here to tell
you about fire safety. Fire is a very
dangerous element which can lead
to serious injuries and burns and
maybe even certain death. I have
chosen this topic because of recent
events happening in Lahaina.

What if you didn’t know a mas-
sive fire hazard emerged and caused
our town to combust in fire. Maybe

Dear Kohala Mountain News,

Aloha, my name is Mia. I am in
7th grade at Kohala Middle School.
I'm writing about verbal bullying
because it happens at almost every
middle school. Along with other
forms of bullying, verbal bully-
ing doesn’t only happen in middle
school, it also occurs in elementary
and high school.

Aloha, my nameis TaiandIam a
Kohala Middle School student who
chose to write about cyberbullying.
I chose to write about this because it
is a huge problem across the world
and it needs to stop.

Cyberbullying is a serious issue
that has become increasingly preva-
lent in today’s society. It is defined
as the use of digital technology to
bully or harass another person.
Cyberbullying can take many
forms, such as sending offensive
or threatening messages or photos,
spreading rumors, or public sham-
ing on social media. It can be very
damaging to the individual being

Fire Safety in Kohala

that day there were very strong
winds which took the fire and made
it spread all around. Many people
in our community could die or be
burnt. Kohala, we can keep wild-
fires from spreading by taking care
of rubbish and dead branches in
our yards. Be very careful when
lighting campfires. We can help this
problem by buying more fire extin-
guishers to help with house fires.
We can also help by adding more

Verbal Bullying

Over twenty percent of middle
school and hi ﬁ school kids report
being bullied each school year.
Verbal bulllying is the most common
way to bully someone. Verbal bully-
ing occurs anywhere. When some-
one is verbally bullying, they use
words to hurt you, harass you, or
even threaten you.

When someone is saying hurt-

Cyberbullying

targeted, leading to depression,
anxiety, and even suicide in some
cases.

The effects of cyberbullying are
far—reachin%land can be just as dam-
aging as physical bullying. It can
cause victims to experience feelings
of fear, shame, and helplessness,
leading to physical and emotional
harm. Cyberbullying can also have
long-term effects, such as damag-
ing one’s social reputation and selt-
esteem, leading to social isolation
and a lack of trust in others.

For these reasons, it is impor-
tant to take cyberbullying seriously
and to do what we can to prevent it.

Viewpoint

water hydrants or underground
power lines. You can help by learn-
ing more about fire safety at

www.redcross.org/get-help/
prepare-for-emergencies / types-of-
emergencies/ fire.

You can also help by giving it
your all and letting others know
about what I am saying right now.
Thank you, people of Kohala, and
help save many lives.

Sincerely, Cael

ful things to you, you should go tell
someone you trust that someone
is saying bad things to you. Don’t
keep it to yourselt. Telling some-
one is the best thing to do because
verbal hurtful words can lead to
depression or even suicide.

Thank you for taking time read-
ing my letter.

Sincerely, Mia Hayes

Parents, educators, and other adults
in a child’s life should be aware of
the signs of cyberbullying and take
steps to protect the children. This
may include teaching children how
to identify cyberbullying and how
to respond safely, as well as moni-
toring their digital activities and
talking to them regularly about
their online experiences.

By taking a proactive approach
to ad)cliressing and I}1)1‘eve1r1’ci1r1g cyber-
bullying, we can help create a safe
and supportive environment for all
just by being nice to each other.

Sincerely,

Tai Murry

Information and opinions expressed in viewpoint articles are the responsibility of the author and do not necessarily reflect the

position of the Kohala Mountain News or its staff.

Kohala Ditch Solutions

We farmed in North Kohala,
using Kohala Ditch water, for 22
years before the Ditch was shut
down. The lack of ditch water has
been devastating to our farm.

I was heartened by Governor
Green’s commitment to bring back
the ditch within a pipe system to
conserve the muc}il-lower—ﬂow
water sources that will be available
and accessible.

However, on December 13, 2023,

I attended an informational meet-
ing about the over-budget “Upolu
Well Ag water project that Rep.
David Tarnas is pushing}:l

It became clear at the meeting
that — due to the elevation, lack of
easements, very higk}: water-pump-
ing costs, etc. — this $2,000,000-
$3,000,000-plus  (when it's full
completed) tax-payer-funded weﬁ
project will only serve one entity,
the large-corporation Meadow

Gold Dairy from O‘ahu. Meadow
Gold has already recently drilled
their own commercial wel?ljust east
of the "Upolu well, which is sup-
plying the old Cloverleaf Dairy that
they’re acquiring.

Mr. Tarnas poo-pooed the Kohala
Ditch restoration and other repre-
sentatives’ efforts to get the Kohala
Ditch restored. The Kohala Ditch

See Ditch, Page 5

(Future KMN Deadlines)

It’s important for the Kohala
Mountain News to receive ads and
news submissions by the following
deadlines. Otherwise, submissions

may not be accommodated.

April Deadlines
Ads and News: 4/12/24
Calendar: 4/19/24
Distribution: 4/26/24

May Deadlines
Ads and News: 5/10/24
Calendar: 5/17/24
\_ Distribution: 5/24/24 )

Our purpose is to enhance
and strengthen the community
by fostering continuous

communication and
understanding among the
various cultures, residents and
constituents.

www.kohalamountainnews.com
ABOUT US

Layout & Calendar Editor

Annalene Williams @ 339-495I
kohalacalendar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Jill Kupitz ® 896-2332
jillkupitz@gmail.com

March Contributors
@KohalaCowboysBasketball,
Mia Akau-LaClair, Jeff Allen,
Bryan Campbell,
Jim Channon, Cindy Evans,
David Gibbs, Mia Hayes, Tim
Head, Johnelle Kainoa, Cael
Kauanoe-Galdones, James
Komata, Lucas Manuel-Scheibe,
Tai Murry, Cheryl Rocha, Sandi
Rossi, Jocelyn Scheib, Lynda
Wallach, Keith Wallis, John
Winter, Toni Withington.

Current Circulation 4,000

Letters to the Editor
and Viewpoint articles
must address issues
affecting North Kohala
and be accompanied by
the author’s name, address
and telephone number.
Letters and Viewpoints are
subject to editing, and shorter
submissions will receive
preference for publication.

For a twelve month
subscription, please send your
check for $36, made out to the

Kohala Mountain News,
P.O. Box 639, Kapa'au HI 96755.
Be sure to include a note
stating the name and mailing
address of the recipient.

All material, either in part or in whole, is
protected under U.S. copyright laws. ©2024.
Kohala Mountain News
P.O. Box 639,

Kapa’au, Hawai‘i 96755
N\ )
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Hawai‘i State House of Representatives Update

From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas
speaks for North Kohala as a

member of the Hawai'i State House
of Representatives.

Aloha. The legislative session
has reached its midpoint, when
House Bills have crossed from the
House to the Senate, and Senate
Bills have crossed from the Senate
to the House. Here are some of the
bills the State House approved relat-
ing to the economy, housing, public
safety, education, fire prevention,
mental health, and agriculture.

ECONOMY:

HB 1956 HD1: Establishes a
Business Revitalization Task Force
to identify methods to improve
Hawai‘i’s general economic com-
petitiveness and business climate,
including by mitigating regulatory
and tax burdens.

Ditch, from Page 4

system is the only realistic option to
suppl}y water to the vast majority of
farm land across North Kohala, and
once rebuilt with enclosed piping,
could supply water to farmers and
ranchers again at a FRACTION of
the cost of pumping water up from
any deep commercial water well
because it is a simple, reliable, grav-
ity feed system. We’ve all witnessed
how much trouble the Department
of Water Supply has had, with
many millions of dollars of revenue,
just to keep the few North Kohala
wells pumping.

HB2779 HD1: Incrementally
increases the amount of the Income
Tax standard deduction for taxable

ears beginning after December 31,
2026, through taxable years begin-
ning after December 31, 2033.

HB2771 HDI1: Appropriates
funds for the Hawaii Healthy Food
Incentive Program, also known as
DA BUX Double Up Food Bucks,
which provides matching funds
to federal Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) benefi-
ciaries who use SNAP funds to pur-
chase fresh fruits and vegetables at
certain food retailers.

HOUSING:

HB1808 HD1: Expands the coun-
ties” authorization to develop, con-
struct, finance, refinance, or provide
mixed-income projects and mixed-
use developments.

HB1833 HDI1: Appropriates
funds to provide loans or grants
for mixed-income rental projects or
units in mixed-income rental proj-
ects for qualifying individuals and
families.

PUBLIC SAFETY:

HB1856 HD2: Authorizes each
county to adopt ordinances to reg-
ulate or restrict access to streets,
highways, thoroughfares, or roads
under certain circumstances.

HB1774 HD2: Establishes and
funds a Silver Alert Program to
help locate and safeguard missing
persons who are sixty years of age
or older, cognitively impaired, or
developmentally disabled.

EDUCATION:

HB1653 HDI1: Provides auto-
matic salary step increases for
public school teachers and educa-

Just the one “Upolu Well (which
will only serve one entity) will cost
the taxpayers almost half of the
projected cost to rebuild the Kohala
Ditch.

I fear the exorbitant taxpayer
cost to drill and power "Upolu Well
— with 99.9 percent of tﬁe North
Kohala farmers and ranchers left
out of any benefit — will just serve to
sour the drive and effort to rebuild
the Kohala Ditch.

I want all the farmers and ranch-
ers to be aware of this!

Jeff Allen

Hawi

NI B NRH SRR IS5 B4

COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER
REGISTRATION IS OPEN

7th ANNUAL CHARITY
LF TOURNAMENT

e?aHAPUNA GOLF COURSE
) MAUNA KEA RESORT

APRIL 6, 2024

7:30am Sign-in | 8:30am Shotgun Start | Scramble Format.
As a charity tournament, and to welcome all levels of play,
scoring will be Peoria method. Handicaps not required

REGISTER:

northkohala.org/golf

¥

R 808 889 5523 Ktk

Our 2024 tournament offers multiple opportunities to compete for numerous
prizes including a HOLE-IN-ONE prize valued at $20,000 cash;
$10,000 to the player and $10,000 to NKCRC!

tional officers who have satisfacto-
rily completed a certain amount of
service and complied with certain
requirements, pursuant to collec-
tive bargaining agreements.

HB1534 HD1: Establishes and
appropriates funds for the Hawaii
Registered Teacher Apprentice-
ship Program to support, recruit,
develop, and retain teachers for the
State’s public schools.

HB1827 HD2: Appropriates
funds to support health care work-
force development programs, spe-
cifically the Public High School
Health Care Workforce Certificate
Program and Glidepath Program
for Certified Nurse Aides. Appro-
priates funds to renovate and equip
certain public high school class-
rooms to be used for health care
training.

HB1535 HD1: Provides schol-
arships for the unmet needs of
qualified students at any four-year
University of Hawai‘i campus who
meet certain criteria.

FIRE PREVENTION:

HB1843 HD2: Establishes and
funds the Office of the State Fire
Marshal to direct statewide efforts
in preventing and responding to
fires.

Requires the State Fire Council
to submit a report to the Legislature
that includes an organizational plan
for the Office of the State Fire Mar-
shal, a description of the roles and
division of responsibilities between
the State and counties and the
Office of the State Fire Marshall and
State Fire Council, and a proposed
operating budget for the Office of
the State Fire Marshall.

HB1841 HD2: Appropriates
funds to the Department of Land
and Natural Resources for operat-
ing expenses, equipment, the estab-
lishment of positions, and capital
improvement projects to support
wildfire prevention, emergency
response, and post-fire restoration.

HB1842 HD1: Increases the max-
imum fine for violations of fire pro-
tection laws. Specifies that each day
a violation exists or continues to
exist shall constitute a distinct and
separate offense.

Raises the criminal penalty for
the offense of arson in the fourth
degree to a Class C felony if the
offense was committed during the

ELEMENTS

JEWELRY and FINE CRAFTS

Open 11 - 4:00
Tues. - Sat.

Jewelry - Pottery
Books ¢ Art - Toys

period and within the geographic
area in which a red flag warning
was in effect.

Provides that the state of mind
requirement is not applicable to the
fact that the red flag warning was
in effect and that the actor is strictly
liable with respect to the attendant
circumstances that the red flag
warning was in effect.

MENTAL HEALTH:

HB1831 HD1: Establishes and
funds a Behavioral Health Crisis
Center Pilot Program to redirect

ersons experiencing a mental
ealth or substance use disorder
crisis who are involved with, or
are at risk for involvement with,
the criminal justice system to the
appropriate health care system and
services.

Authorizes the Department
of Health to establish or contract
with behavioral health crisis cen-
ters in each county to provide care,
diagnosis, or treatment for persons
exgeriencing a mental illness or
substance use disorder crisis.

AGRICULTURE

HB2144 HD1: Establishes the
Access to Local Value-Added Prod-
ucts Act to allow homemade food
operations to sell homemade food
products, under certain conditions,
upon registering with and receiv-
ing a permit from the Department
of Health.

HB2644 HD2: Appropriates
funds to support the Hawai'i Ant
Lab in mitigating the effects of Little
Fire Ants in the State through the
establishment of additional posi-
tions in the Hawai‘i Ant Lab on
O"ahuy, increasing public awareness
regarding Little Fire Ant infesta-
tions and treatments, and support
for operations of the Hawailt Ant
Lab.

As the legislative committees in
the House and Senate consider bills
during this second half of the ses-
sion, I encourage you to provide
testimony. You can track the leg-
islation on the legislative website
www.capitol.hawaii.gov.

Please contact me anytime with
concerns about legislation or State
Government by email at reptarnas@
capitol.hawaii.gov or by phone
at 808-586-8510. Mahalo for the
opportunity to serve as your State
Representative.

HAWI, HAWAII

808.889.0760

S S =

elements@elementsjewelryandcrafts.com
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County Council Update

Councilmember Cindy Evans
represents North Kohala as part of
Hawai’i County Council District 9.
(Courtesy Cindy Evans)

Aloha North Kohala,

The County Administration
has extended the comment period
on the County’s Draft General Plan
until April 1, so please remember
to enter your comments on their
website:  cohplanning.konveio.
com / gp-draft.

The 2045 General Plan will be
the primary policy document for
County agencies, planning com-
missions, elected officials, land-
owners, developers, and citizens
to guide land use policy decisions
for our island. Notably, no public
improvement or project, or subdi-

HUB BARN
AND FIELD

RENTALS

Great for Weddings | Retreats | Reunions | Concerts | Productions

| Events | Celebrati

www.northkohala.org/krh-rentals

From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Cindy Evans

vision or zoning ordinance, shall
be initiated or adopted unless the
same conforms to and implements
the General Plan. Hawai'i County
Charter states that “zoning, sub-
division, and other ordinances
shall contain the necessary provi-
sions to carry out the purpose of
the general plan.”

The Public Works Director
responded to my request and
came to North Kohala to discuss
Akoni Pule Highway, triggered by
the County taking over jurisdic-
tion in a highway swap with State
Department of Transportation.
Key locations are being studied to
design traffic calming for pedes-
trian and driver safety, including;:

1) the side Road from Akoni
Pule Highway to Kohala High
School and intersection,

2) speeding and drop area in
front OF Kohala Middle School,

3) speeding on Kynnersley
Road,

4) multiple driveways at/near
Akoni Pule Highway and Union
Mill Road, and

5) a non-conforming intersec-
tion (Hawi Road and Old Haw1
Road) and Akoni Pule Highway.

The Traffic Safety Division is
planning and designing proposed
changes. The County will soon
share for our review.

o

K®HALA  NORTH KO

RESILIENCE HUB

COMMUNITY RESOURC !

31 A3 [S A SIS A IS A SIS A SIS A SIS SIS A SIS A 2SS 2=
For booklngs: % rentals@northkohala.org 2808 889 5523

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

Adjacent to Aloha Gas

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang

rokuhawaii@gmail.com

Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa“au
Open M-F 8am -5pm

B | A=

What happened with HEL-
CO’s battery backup proposal?
North Kohaf; is served by a 34.5
kilovolt sub-transmission line
built in the 1950s. The line spans
24 miles, from the Waimea Sub-
station to the Hawi and Halaula
Substations and extends to the
Hawi Renewable Development
wind farm. It is a radial line and
the only line sending electricity
to North Kohala. Annual main-
tenance work and emergency
repairs re%uire power outages.

HELCO'’s preferred solution
was developed in conversations
with the community, government
officials, and industry experts.
Hawaiian Electric would own
and operate a microgrid control-
ler but contract for a third-party
battery energy storage system
(BESS{whiCh would be an energy
source for the microgrid. In Octo-
ber 2021, the company issued a
Request for Proposals seeking a
5- and 30-megawatt-hour stand-
alone BESS. The proposals did
not meet the RFP’s criteria. With
no selected bidder, the RFP was
closed in August 2023. The com-
pany is determining the appropri-
ate next steps and will provide
updates as information becomes
available. HELCO remains com-
mitted to a microgrid project to
improve reliability and resilience
in North Kohala. A microgrid
would allow Hawaiian Electric
to continue to serve customers
in North Kohala during outages
of the radial line connecting the
area to the main power grid. It
also would allow the flexibility
to rebuild the line over multiple
years, which would lower the
costs of the rebuild. Other benefits

would be fewer and shorter out-
ages for the area.

Project information and details
on the North Kohala Energy Stor-
age RFP are available on Hawaiian
Electric’s website: hawaiianelec-
tric.com.

On the topic of Mahukona, the

County continues to engage users
about upgrades and restoration
of the Cpounty park. I acknowl-
edge the challenges of remov-
ing derelict structures, including
those with hazardous materials
and subject to regulations. I'm
?rateful to the user groups who
ove this park and understand
its history. This park is in transi-
tion from increased usage. Social
media, housing development in
the region, and the recent land
purchase by Hawaii Island Land
Trust of the adjacent lands mauka
of the pier will require continued
community engagement about the
future use of the park. Notably,
the State of Hawai'i Department
of Land and Natural Resources
has jurisdiction on the ocean side
of shoreline.

Restoration of the crane has
been an ongoing project and the
crane has been replaced. How will
the County proceed with protec-
tion measures to ensure best prac-
tices for public safety on the pier
and access into the ocean? Direct
any questions and comments to
the administration, specifically
Deputy Managing Director Bobby
Command at bobby.command@
hawaiicounty.gov and cc me at
cindy.evans@hawaiicounty.gov

My staff and I are here to help.
Jessica: 808-889-6512 Blake: 808-
961-8564 and my cell: 808-345-
5810. Take care.

H Arakaki Sivre. boo

e Groceries o General Merchandise e Fishing & Diving Supplies
e Fresh Flowers & Arrangements e Hawaiiana

Monday - Saturday 8 to 7, Sunday 9 to 5
Across from the Middle School in Halaula e 889-5262

Kohala
Dental Center

Your smile is our top priority

e New Patient Exams e Teeth Whitening
e Crowns & Bridges e Full/Partial Dentures
e\eneers e Composite Fillings e Implants

e Root Canal Therapy e Wisdom Teeth

Welcoming New Patients
Call us today to request an appointment

kohaladental.com

808-889-6277
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March NKCDP Advisory Group Meeting Notes

By Lynda Wallach

The monthly meeting of the
North Kohala Community Plan
Advisory Group (NKCDP AG) was
held on Tuesday, March 5, at the
Kohala Judiciary Building. Reports
from the various subcommittees
were the main order of business.

The Affordable Housing Group
has been reviewing the housing
goals in County’s Draft General
Plan and comparing them to the
Homes for Kohala objectives as
stated on the Kohala Community
Plan website: https:/ /kohalacom-
munityplan.org/housing.

Jack Hoyt will be submitting
comments to the General Plan on
behalf of the group and members of
the group were also encouraged to
submit their own comments.

The group also agreed to submit
a letter in support of the applica-
tion by The Hawaii Island Com-
munity Development Corporation
(HICDC) for an extension of their
deadline for final subdivision
approval of Self Help Phase 3,
which is expected to provide forty
units within five years on eighteen
acres makai of Self Help 2.

The group meets the second
Wednesday of the month at 9:00
a.m. at the Pomaika'i Cafe.

The Agricultural Group has
formed several action working
groups to tackle the priorities that
were identified by the community
at the agricultural visioning events
last year. The first four groups will
address issues involving land, pro-
duction, housing and farmer well-
ness.

The Hawaii County Research
and Development Department had
provided facilitator training to the

roup and other interested mem-
%ers of the community, which will
help them move their projects for-
ward.

The group also hopes to bring
the Master Preservers Workshop
to the Kohala Food Hub certified
kitchen, which should be coming
online in the next few months. The

roup meets the first Thursday of
the month at 4:30 p.m. at the Kohala
Food Hub.

Toni Withington of the Commu-
nity Access group provided infor-
mation on Pololtt and the lookout,
which has been averaging 550-600

- NI
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visitors per day.

Townscape held its second

public meeting on January 29 to

et community feedback. While
there was a lot of disagreement and
negative feedback on access at that
meeting, there seemed to be more
consensus around possible solu-
tions at a follow-up virtual meeting
in February.

One of the ideas that was pre-
sented was the possible purchase of
the old mule station and the parcel
adjoining it to provide more park-
ing and to possibly separate the
lookout from the trailhead.

There was some discussion
of how that purchase might be
financed Townscape will be holding
a third meeting before they finalize
their report.

There has been much discussion
about the dangers commercial bike
tours present on Akoni Pule High-
way from Kapa‘au to Pololti and on
the Mountain Road.

Councilwoman Cindy Evans has
proposed a bill that would prohibit
commercial bike tours on those two
roads.

The result of the committee dis-
cussion of this bill was announced
during the AG meeting: there were
four votes for, four against and one
excused. It will be passed on to the
full County Council. Information
as to when the bill will come before
full Council will be provided once
the date is known so that members
of the community can provide testi-
mony. The group meets on the first
Wednesday of the month at 4:30
p.m. at the Senior Center.

Growth Management has made
a list of recommended changes to
the Draft General Plan to change
the designation for some areas near
Hawi town, Kahei Road and Kyn-
nersley from agricultural to resi-
dential (urban) to make it possible
to build affordable housing. It also
recommends changing some areas
where there is only farming activit
or o]i)en land from urban to agricul-
tural.

The owner of the proposed Haw1
Nani subdivision has not applied
for any County permits. The group
meets the second Wednesday of
the month at 5:00 p.m. at the Senior
Center.

The Parks, Roads, Erosion Con-

N
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trol and View-planes (PREV) group
is strategizing on how to get swim-
mers and boaters together to sug-
gest some management rules that
all can agree on once the new boat
winch is installed at Mahukona.
The group meets the third Wednes-
day of the month at 5:00 p.m. at the
Senior Center.

HELCO met with the Utili-
ties group to discuss the status of
the program to insure Kohala has
redundancy during a power outage.
Ironically, they were here in the
midst of a power outage so had to
make their presentation in the dark.
Hopefully the point was made.

Our power line along the Moun-
tain Road was built in the 1950s
which can result in some unreliabil-
ity. Because of the fires in Maui and
Fossible fire dangers when a power
ine goes down, HELCO is no longer
using its automated system which
would immediately re-energize an
interrupted line.

Now someone has to drive out
to the line and check it out before it
can be restarted.

A proposed second line along
Akoni Pule Highway died because
of view-planes objections and
issues with Hawaiian Homelands
and cultural sites. The microgrid
Erogram was tabled in August 2023

ecause the bids to build the system
were too high.

They will try again to put out

Requests for Proposal that will
hopefully be more reasonable.
HELCO maintains a web page for
the microgrid project: https://
www.hawaiianelectric.com/about-
us/our-vision-and-commitment/
investing-in-the-future/north-
kohala-microgrid.

The Department of Environ-
mental Management to came to
Kohala on Fe%ruary 28 to update
the residents of the Bi§ Island on
the upcoming Master Plan for cess-
pool conversion. More details on
this presentation can be found in
another article in this paper.

A representative from the
Department of Water Supply
(DWS) will attend the next Utilities
meeting to discuss the water meter
moratorium that DWS has said it
would end once the Halaula well
came online. The group meets the
third Wednesday of the month at
3:30 p.m. the Senior Center.

Following the subgroup reports,
elections were held for AG officers
for the coming year. John Winter
will continue as Chair, David
Fuertes will continue as Vice Chair
and Allen Brown will take over as
Secretary.

The next meeting of the NKCDP
AG will be on Tuesday, April 2, at
4:30 p.m. at the Judiciary Building
near the police station. The mem-
bers of the community are encour-
aged to attend.

Come in and try
our Juicy Meatloaf
with Mashed Potatoes

Pleage call for
dinner reservations

889-9599

2 Presents the Big Island's best live music & entertainment
accompanied by a dinner menu & full craft bar.To make
reservations purchase tickets online at BlueDragonTavern.com
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Keeping North Kohala Neighborhoods Safe

The Coffee with a Cop event at Pomaika'i Café gave community
members interested in safety an opportunity to converse with local
Hawaii Police Department (HPD) and Department of Land and Natural

-By Cheryl Rocha
Keiki ID program Officers Tagaca (left) and Bartsch and Neighborhood

Watch representatives Nani Rasmussen (left) and Cheryl Rocha had a ! ! 0 ]
table set up at the Kohala Family Fun Day. Resources (DLNR) officers. HPD Community Police Officer Dayton
Tagaca, HPD Resource Officer Jonathan Bartsch, HPD Officer Justin

Cabanting, HPD Officer Kalika Respicio, and DLNR Officer John Kahiapo
N KC D P ADVl SO RY G RO U P AG E N D A engaged £|:/]viz‘h interest. Ideas and concerns were presented to our officers,
with one idea sparking a Kapa au Neighborhood Watch (NHW) from

MEETING TIME: Tuesday, April 2, 2024, Hospital Road to Kohala High School. Kathy Matsuda is the Coordinator

for Kapaau NHW, Kanani Keliikipi is the Block Captain for Kapaau NHW,
at4:30 p.m. Growth Management - Addresses zoning, p P L p

PLACE: Judiciary Building and Daniel and Melanie Diego are the Coordinators for Kynnersley NHW.
(near the police station), Kapa'au

AGENDA
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS
Kohala residents are encouraged to attend
and voice their opinion on issues. They may
even recommend actions and suggest
subjects not presently addressed.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS (Please see
accompanying article on issues being
addressed.)

Affordable Housing - Addresses the
housing needs for families in Kohala.

Agriculture - The future of agriculture
in our area.

Community Access - Exploring ways for
Kohala residents to have more mauka and
makai access.

HINOKAWA
ELECTRIC LLC

License C-16154 (C-38804
P.O. Box 280
55-768 Hawi Rd.
Hawi, HI 96719
rod@hinokawaelectric.com

808-960-5738
Locksmith
808-889-5613
High Voltage Specialist
Parts Department
888-581-0343 | 887-733-9123

GENERAC lﬂ
e e Fip g '
CHAMPION o=
; Elihx;r_}z'erd Sales - x
& Service Dealer —
(]
To Advertise In

The Kohala
. Mountain
News
Call Tom
(808) 345 0706

permits and variance requests and how they
affect us.

Health and Wellness - Addresses Kohala
health care infrastructure and emergency
response.

Parks, Roads, View Planes and Erosion
Control - Addresses many infrastructure
problems and projects.

Utilities - Addresses all utility and waste
stream issues.

Investigatory Subcommittee on Re-zoning
and Agricultural Property Tax Rates - Works
on Kohala input to the ongoing County
reassessment of zoning and agricultural tax
rate reduction criteria.

NEW BUSINESS

PUBLIC INPUT AND AGENDA SUGGESTIONS
FORTHE NEXT MEETING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Algood Hawar, u

REAL ESTATE IS OUR KULEANA

www.algoodhi.com

55-3410 Akoni Pule Highway, Building 2
PO 190694, Hawi, HI 96719

' SMALL ANIMAL MEDICINE
DENTAL - SURGERY - X-RAY

a 808 889-3488

L
I bl Y

32 ¥ Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri  9:00 - 5:30 .."'
> ¥ www. kapaauvaiermarynenler.num e

55-784B Hawi Road
3 Bedrooms; 2 Bathrooms on One Acre. Secluded at
end of Water Department Road. Surprisingly large spaces
inside with huge enclosed wraparound lanai.
MLS 704993 Fee Simple $825,000

Hawi Rd, #A,

This recently cleared 1.335 acre CPR lot on Hawi Road
between Akoni Pule Highway and Kohala Mountain Road
can be a perfect spot for you to build your dream Hawaii

home. MLS 704151 $449,000

HOLLY ALGOOD, PB :
RB22414 | Algood Hawaii LLC B

Cell 808-557-0354 &
holly@algoodhi.com 4
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A Rite of Passage on Kaimu Trail

The following story was originally printed in the January 27, 2017 issue of the Kohala Mountain News.

A Story Years in the Making...
By Tim Head

Once there was a roving reporter
who lived near the end of the road.
One day he met an old man who told
him a story about some boys who had
a very dangerous encounter with a
wild pig in the mountains. But the
reporter was busy with other stories
at the time and said to himself, “I will
talk to this old man again later.” The
old man died before the reporter spoke
to him again. But the story continued
to run through the reporter’s mind
and would not go away. So, seven
years later, he decided to find others
who could cochirm and add to the
story. He searched through the whole
realm and could find no one who
remembered the tale. Then he found
the old man’s brother who lived in a
cabin at the end of the road. He had
been present that day long ago in the
mountains. ..

Rite of Passage on Kaimu Trail
A True Story

Nearly sixty years ago, when an
unarmed troop of ten Boy Scouts
came face to face with a large wild
boar on a narrow path deep in the
Kohala Mountains, everyone was
frozen in terror.

The journey into the rugged
mountains was part of a merit
badge test put together by their
scoutmaster, himself an Eagle Scout
and a skilled woodsman who knew
the terrain well. The plan was to
take the scouts into tropical wilder-
ness - nearly to the rim of distant
Waimanu valley - and live off the
land for a few days.

They set out on foot from the
Pololu lookout, each carrying a
full pack filled with tents, sleeping
bags, clothes, but no weapons. This
was an adventure, not a pig hunt.
After two nights of camping and
fishing for prawns in the streams,

SUNSHINE

they passed Awini and Kaukini
cabins, and then Waikoloa gulch,
which marked the end of the ditch
trail system. From there on, headed
for Waimanu and Waipio valleys,
the trail became a narrow footpath.

The scoutmaster told the boys
they might have to brave dangers.
Part of éle test. In addition to slip-

PAHU

lllustration by Jim Channon

pery footing and steep palis, there
were wild animals. He reminded
them that feral cattle roamed the
mountains. The traditional “fight
or flight” response often would
not work. Best to step off the trail,
make yourself small and let the
beast pass. Wild boars were even
more lethal and numerous. Slashed

PA'AHANA

STORY BY KA LA CORP
ILLUSTRATED BY KRISTI KRANZ

by razor sharp boar tusks, a hiker
could quickly }ljaleed to death.

When they reached Kaimu gulch
they saw a narrow path winding
down the mountain. One of the
boys said, “I sure hope we don't
meet any wild boars.” Perhaps it
was a premonition. A few moments

See Rite, Page 11
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Kohala Mountain News file photo
Kindy Sproat

later their dog sounded the alarm.
A 200-pound boar emerged from
under a hapu log, stepped onto the
path and started up directly toward
them. The troop froze in fear and
dread. After a moment’s hesitation,
the animal charged.

The scoutmaster was bringing
uE the rear and was not in sight.
The path was no more than two feet
wide. There was nowhere to “step
off the trail”. No trees to climb.
Sheer cliffs soared above and below.
As the boar continued his terri-
fying approach, an older brother
(who hac{) come along to help out)
shouted from behind, “Everyone sit

down!”
With barely an instant to react
or think, the boy in the front of the
single line of hizers, turned around
and sat down. His expedition back-
pack faced the boar. The other boys
grabbed hold of him as the boar
arrived. WHAM! The pig crashed
into the scout, slashing his pack. To
their credit, no one tried to escape.
All hands were outstretched to pro-
vide support and solidarity.
The boar shook his head and
stepped back a few steps, then
charged again. WHAM! Again the
scouts reached beneath their fear
to find strength, determination and
courage to hold their ground - and
to avoid getting knocked off the
sheer cliff - just inches away. After
this second unsuccessful charge, the
boar retreated a few yards down the
path, as if to consider his options.
Everyone was hoping that he would
just leave.
During this brief break, a large
ack was handed forward. The
irst boy in line had just put on the
additional padding when the call
rang out “Here he comes again!”
The horrified scouts braced for a
third assault. WHAM!! The teenag-
ers were like a rock. This time the
Eig did not leave. He stood with

is nose near the expedition pack,
looking for a way to get around the
troop. At this moment Older Brother
worEed his way forward, holding
a guava walking stick. He leaned
over the scouts in front, found the
animal nearly on the edge and gave
him a sharp shove with the stick.

‘[._

Mr. K's Recycle & Redemption
ELECTRONICS RECYCLING

COLLECTIO

New March Schedule
Tues., Thurs. & Sat.
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
73-5631 Kauhola St., Kona
*FREE. Open to public *
Businesses, government agencies and non-profit organizations
MUST MAKE AN APPOINTMENT
To schedule an appointment, call 808-969-1222
Households do not need an appointment.
For more info visit
www. mrksrecyclehawaii.com/electronic-waste.html

ACCEPTABLE DEVICES:
* Computers, laptops, tablets
* TVs and monitors (plasma, CRT, LCD & LED)
* Uninterruptible Power Supply Systems
e Computer keyboards & mice
* Printers, copiers, fax

* Mobile & Landline phones
* Digital cameras
* VCRs, DVD/Blue-ray players

» Stereo components (no speakers)
¢ ltems NOT on this list will NOT be accepted for recycling.

State of Hawai‘i Electronic Device Recycling & Recovery Law https://health.hawaii.gov/ewaste/

The pig stepped back and vanished
without a sound down a four-hun-
dred-foot pali.

The scouts picked themselves up
from the trail and dusted off their
fear. The first boy, whose pack was
nearly demolished by the boar’s
sharp tusks, miraculously escaped
without a scratch. He looked at his
comrades, grinned and said, “Well,
I think we’ve earned our merit
badges.” The scouts exchanged exu-
berant laughter and sighs of relief.
They had passed the test. They had
faced the dragon and survived.

Older Brother put it plainly.
“Sometimes in life the best choice is
not to charge forward or not to run
away, but to just sit down.”

Continuing down the path
they came to a suspension bridge
across a chasm. There were a few
redwood planks missing. No pig
would venture onto such a brid};;e.
For the boar, the trail had become a
dead end. Perhaps that is why the
animal was so desperate to push the
scouts out of his way. It was his only
option.

What happened that day was
much more than a hair-raising
scrape with a wild beast in the
woods. Consider the elements of a
classic rite of passage. The narrow
path can be seen as a “threshold
of passage” where the youngsters
entered a dangerous wilderness
empty handed - without the advan-
tage of human weapons technolo%y.
Then came the three challenges by
the beast, which were overcome by
the collective “brave heart” of the
troop that manifested the archetype
of the maturing male, who stepped
forward to dispatch the obstacle
from their path. Having passed
through such a profound experi-
ence, the teenage boys earned much
more than a merit badge. They
emerged from those mountains as
goung men - forever changed and

onded for life.

Reporter’s Postscript

The “scoutmaster” in this story
was Bill Sproat, water luna for the
Kohala Ditch in 1949. The “older
brother” was Bill’s second son, Dale,
home on leave grom the Navy. Dale’s
two younger brothers, Kamaka and
Kindy, were also among the ten
scouts. Two others were Wallace
Ching and a scout remembered only
as Paiasu. The names of the remain-
ing scouts have faded from memory,

including the “lead boy” whose pack
absorbed the boar’s three charges.

Dale Sproat first told me this tale
seven years ago when I was doing
research for some stories on pig
hunting in Kohala. I asked him who
else was there. He responded, "My
Alzheimer’s... can’t remember. All
dead now.”

When the Kohala Mountain News
discontinued publication in 2001, I
stopped writing. With the reemer-
gence of this newspaper, 1 decided
to pursue what had become for me a
compelling story. In the meantime,
Dale had died, and so had Kamaka
and Wallace. I found no one among
the old timers in Kohala who remem-
bered the tale. Sometimes a reporter
follows a trail to a dead end. Maybe
I had a fragment, not a story. And I
needed another eyewitness account to
call it a true story.

Very near my house the old Igov-
ernment road stops at the Pololu look-
out — a dead end. Perched above the
parking lot overlooking the valley and
the windward coastline is a dwell-
ing — the home of Kindy and Cheryl
Sproat. 1 had been postponing an
interview with Kindy because he has
been in poor health lately, and I didn't
want to disturb him. But the clock
was ticking. With the story pump-
ing through my veins, I ended up on
his porch unannounced and was gra-
ciously welcomed.

For anyone seeking factual infor-
mation about a long-ago event, there
are three words that make the search
worthwhile. In response to my first
question Kindy smid, “I was there.”
Much of the detail of this story comes
from Kindy and closely matches what
his older brother Dale told me in
1999.

Some people may have difficulty
enjoying stories that end with the vio-
lent death of something or someone.
Clyde “Kindy” Halemaumau Sproat
has survived many bloody encoun-
ters with pigs during his seventy-six
years. Sitting on his porch in 2007,
in the sunset of his life, he thought
about that day more than a half a
century ago when the pig went over
the pali. Holding an old guava hiking
stick in his hands, Kindy looked out
over the ridges towards Honokane Iki
where he was born. In an expression
of empathy he said, “The boar seemed
like he was just as scared as we were.”

EBIKES OO HAWAII

Located In 4% Hawi Town
RENTALS

Rocky Mnt. Growler

Lil’ Budd

Call or Text: __80_3-_’796-0620
ebikeshawaiibigisland.com
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Hoa‘aina Stewardship Days at Niuli'i

Community members of all ages
are invited to join in the Kohala
Center’s 2024 Hoa‘aina Steward-
ship Experiences.

These guided, half-day learning
journeys are designed to deepen
our pilina with Kohala’s natural
and cultural landscape, create space
for meaningful exchanges between
place and people, and share in

J. Lorenzo Construction

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION
AT ITS BEST

* Reasonable prices

e Fast turnover time

* 35 years of experience
with projects done all
over Kohala

¢ Residential, commercial,
industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo

Lic# BC13017
896-0432

lorenzoboyz @gmail.com

N e =

'phot curtesy of https://www. instagr. Eom;tekohalacenter/

malama “@ina in this moku we call
home.

Our Hoa'aina Stewardship Days
in Niuli'i take place on ‘aina gifted
to The Kohala Center in 2016. Par-
ticipants will meet and get to know
ohiohikupua (lauhala) and the ulu
hala (hala groves) of Niuli‘i, build
foundational skills of hana lauhala
(working with and caring for lau-
hala), and ulana lauhala (lauhala
weaving) to perpetuate these tra-
ditional practices and strengthen
pilina between ‘aina and kanaka.

Contact Mia Akau-LaClair at
808-887-6411 or makaulaclair@
kohalacenter.org for more informa-
tion.

Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
March 16
(Registration opens March 4)
April 13
(Registration opens April 1)
May 18
(Registration opens May 6)
June 15
(Registration opens June 3)
Visit koha.la/hoaaina2024
to register.

HEALTHY GRAB 'N GO FOOD

Kohala Trade Center, Hawi

Local
Foods
Products
Produce
Meats
Smoothies
& Hot Deli

Mon - Thur 10-6, Fri10-8
Sat10-6&Sun10-5

Hot Lunch Menu 11-3

808-937-4930

WEEKLY EVENTS IN APRIL 2024

END  EVENT VENUE CONTACT (508)
8:30AM NARCOTICS TALK STORY RAINBOW CAFE
9AM SENIOR CLUB @ CIVIC CENTER KOHALASENIORS@GMAIL.COM
11:30AM SENIOR DANCE CLASSES KIC 238-6111
4PM | 5:30PM | TOOLLIBRARY 54-3842 AKONI 213-7779
PULE HWY
4:30PM RMD TAIKO CLASSES HUB HALE 895-2025
5:30PM DEFIANT BRATS (WOMENS' AA) AINAKEA HOME 7479627
8AM | 9AM | NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS NEAR SKATE PARK ggg-;wz-
8AM | 9AM | TAICHIWITH PETER BEEMER OUTSIDE HISAOKA GYM | 895-0737
8AM YOGA/PILATES BEGINNER CLASS | OUTSIDE HISAOKA GYM | 333-8275
4:30PM | 6PM | BELLY DANCE FITNESS CALL FORLOCATION | 238-6111
4:30PM KOHALA CARES FOOD DRIVE STAUGUSTINE' | ALDWPTER
5PM | GPM | CHOIR PRACTICE STAUGUSTINE'S | 889-5390
5:30PM | 7PM | PICKLE BALL HISAOKA GYM 333-8712
6PM | 8PM | TABLE TENNIS/PING PONG OLD COURT HOUSE | 889-1099
m 10AM | 11AM | STORY TIME NK PUBLIC LIBRARY | 889-6655
12PM | 6PM | THRIFT SHOP STAUGUSTINE'S | 889-5390
2PM | 4PM | OPENGUIDED ART STUDIO ARTISTS' C0-0P 960-3597
2PM | 3PM | LEGOCLUB:4/3 NK PUBLIC LIBRARY | 889-6655
BOARD GAMES:
KEIKI CRAFT:
3:30PM | 4:30PM | RMD TAIKO CLASSES (NOT 1STWED) | HUB BARN 895-2025
6PM | 8PM | FREEMEAL AND BIBLE STUDY KALAHIKIOLA CHURCH | 218-4872
GPM | 7:30PM | SEIBUKAN KARATE ACADEMY HISAOKA GYM 889-1828
7PM SPIRITUAL HEALING SERVICE g;tés;am AKONIPULE | 989-5005
7PM ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS AINAKEA HOME 7479627
(UM 8:30AM | 10AM | TOOL LIBRARY 54302 MOMPUERWY | 213-7779
9AM | 10:15PM | HEALING CIRCLE FOR ADDICTS NANI'S GARDEN 805-452-9501
5PM OPEN CIRCLE MEDITATION (NOT 2ND) | KEOKEA BEACH PARK | 889-5390
5:30PM | PM | PICKLE BALL HISAOKA GYM 333-8712
6PM | 8PM | TABLE TENNIS/PING PONG OLD COURT HOUSE | 889-1099
6:30PM AL ANON MEETING KALAIKIOLA CHURCH | 802-334-8447
m 8AM NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS MEETING | WILEY HALL ON IOLE | 805-452-9501
8AM | 9AM | TAICHIWITH PETER BEEMER OUTSIDE HISAOKA GYM | 895-0737
8AM |1PM |CUMMUNITYFARMERSMARKET |KAMEHAMEHAPARK |225-3BBB
| 8AM | 12PM | FARMERS MARKET | THE HUB | 313-338-7090
8AM | 10AM | TOOLLIBRARY 54-3842 AKONI 213-7779
PULE HWY
6PM | 7PM | SEIBUKAN KARATE ACADEMY HISAOKA GYM 889-1828
| |7PM | 8PM | RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING HUB BARN 805-452-9501
\\ DR.ARDOLF
, K ASSOCIATES

(

J

Naturally Vibrant Health

e Full Medicinary
(Physician-grade supplements) ® Hyperbaric Therapy
e Herbal Medicine

Naturopathic Physician
e |V Medicine

e Homeopathy

e Hydrotherapy

e Ozone

e Ultrasound

New Location
For appointments call: 808 498-4018
Open 12-5, Monday - Friday
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Tool Library Plans Grand Opening Celebration

By David Gibbs

Five months after opening, the
North Kohala Tool Library (NKTL)
has over 75 people signed up, has
completed almost 300 tool loans,
and has over 500 tools available in

its online inventory.

As NKTL is completely operated
by a dedicated group of volunteers,
we are so grateful to our Kohala
community for your support and
aloha and want
celebrating our

ou to join us in
eginning at our

MI'RANCHITO

MEXICAN CUISINE

Lunch and Dinner

11:30 am - 4:00 pm
& 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
daily except Sundays

Dine-in in our spacious
new dining room
Downtown Hawi

New Phone Number
808-289-1465

CARTOW
KOHALA

+ 24-hour Towing, Recovery,
and Lock-out Service

+ Vehicle Repairs

+ Oil Changes and Service

+ Equipment Hauling

+ Vehicle Safety Inspections

* Propane

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

Located at the bottom of Hawi Rd.
KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

889-1061

Grand Opening Celebration event
on Sunday, April 21, from 11:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. It will be at our loca-
tion, 54-3842 Akoni Pule Highway
in Kapaau (old Sunshine Hardware
Building near the park entrance).

Come celebrate, enjoy food
and entertainment, get lucky in
the raffle, tour the tool library and
learn more about this amazing com-
munity resource that is available to
everyone in Kohala!

We will kick things off with a

_ N

North Hawaii Hospice is
looking for volunteers to
help with our Bereavement
Program. The program
provides support for family
members, partners and
caregivers for 13 months
after the passing of a
loved one. Areas where
volunteer help is needed
include monthly mailings
and regular phone calls
to check in on the bereaved
to see how they are doing
and offer support based
on the need.

This work can be done from
your home and on your own
time. Complete training
will be provided. The time
commitment is flexible
depending on your
availability and schedule.

For more information
and to volunteer please email

volunteer.manager
@northhawaiihospice.org

or call 885-7547

blessing by Kealoha Sugiyama at
11:00. Entertainment will include
Kohala RMD Taiko at 1:00 p.m. and
Halau Hula Kalaniumi a Liloa with
Kumu Kaui Nakamura at 2:00 p.m.
A free, lucky-number raffle featur-
ing prizes from local businesses and
NKTL will be ongoing throughout
the event. Shave ice will be avail-
able as will food and goodies for
purchase from AJ's Grindz and
others.

Tool Librarians will be on hand
to share information about how the
tool library works, help you sign
up for a membership (available to
EVERYONE in Kohala regardless of
ability to pay, donation based) and
show you around the tool library to
introduce you to our ever-expand-
ing inventory. It won’t be a celebra-
tion without you, we hope to see
you there!

For more information on NKTL
please visit our website, www.
nktoollibrary.org.

e D
Hair Sjaectmm

Family Salon

NORTH KOHALA
CHURCHES

Gospel of Salvation
Kohala
55-146 Kokoiki Road
Service: Sunday 9:00 AM
Adult Bible Study: Monday 7 PM
Prayer Meeting: Friday 7 PM

Pastor Kawika Kihara
www. gos-kohala.org

Kohala Baptist Church
Across from Makapala Retreat
‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are @
heavy (aden, and 1 will give you rest.
A'_/\-

(Matthew 11:28)

Please join us Sundays for Bible study
at 9 AM in the chapel and
Worship at 10:30 AM outside
under the Royal Poinciana tree
Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Follow us on [J Kohala Baptist Church

The Baha'i Faith

*May we unite as the waves of one sea”

Please join us for an

3 interfaith devotional
to explore “Growing in

Spirituality”

Saturday, April 13,th
3-4 PM in Hawi, HI
Call The Loseys at 808-551-0865 for information

Sunday Worship and
Children’s Program 9:30 am
Tuesday Prayer 11:30 am
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.kalahikiolacc.com
53-540 'lole Rd., Kapa'au

Pastor Mark Blair

,-,‘{_? KOHALA HONGWANUJI
‘2;»;:354* SHIN BUDDHISM
Open: ril Hanamatsuri Service
e "oy, : Buddha's Birthdayl Come join
Tue - Fri 8:30 - 5:30 usl Sunday, April 21, 10 a.m.
Sat 9 = 3 On the right approx. one mile past the
Igohala}\;l\/hdd e Sch(¢| In Halgau}l;;\_
AU ev. viasanarli Yyamagisni
\_ 889 5 07 7 ) (808)798-207
Kalahikiola Church | Kohala SDA Church
“Since 1832, proclaiming Jesus Christ WHERE FRIENDSHIP
to Kohala™ MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
7/ , Sabbath School: 9:30 AM 7/ |
" 7/ Divine Service: 10:45 AM (" 77
A .am, Potluck-Fellowship G 4w,
Lunch every Sabbath
55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646

E Komo Mai! Kohalasda.com
\ HEAZ,
OF /Voq3 (W ST. AUGUSTINE’S
%— ¥ Episcopal Church in Kapa'au, Hawal'
L‘% R\ ¥ 6 ‘«'—" E komo mai!
@) @f“ vV % Sunday services 7am & 9am
o . AN ?fi B Keiki Sunday School 9 am
°7L %’A‘%O%'@é 4 5l Facebook Livestream 9am
0\)/ \@f < www.staugustineskohala.com
Sunday Worship
Service 10 AM
Wednesday Spiritual Czsaillfrl?d (I:.Ilfaﬂh
Healing Service 7 PM Hawi R "'orlhcw | urc hurch
54-3876 Akoni Pule Hwy, Upstairs awi, Hawart - The Welcoming Churc
Kapa’au Vet & Behind Akerman Gallery Masses: Saturday 5 pm
Meetings also ON ZOOM Sunday 7 a.m. - 9:30 am
Notify Rev. Lee: Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
TSHE.org@Protonmail.com Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm
808-989-5995 Rev Elias Escanilla 80s-839-6436
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“This is Kohala” to Air on PBS Hawaii on March 28

Photo credit: Bryan Campbel

Students and staff involved in the interview of Godfrey Kainoa, Sr. for the
Kohala Oral History Project.
Left to right: Bryan Campbell (Instructor), Aundrea Franco, Kellin
Matsuda, RC Baun, Amoo Kainoa and Godfrey Kainoa, Sr..

By Jocelyn Manuel

Kohala will take center stage
with the premiere of “This is
Kohala” on PBS Hawai‘i on March
28 at 8:30 p.m. as part of the PBS
Hawai‘i Presents program. The
broadcast will also be live streamed
in Hawaii.

PBS Hawai‘i will also host a spe-
cial virtual screening and Q&A on
March 27 at 1 p.m. The Q&A will
include the film’s producer, Jocelyn
Manuel, the producer/editor, Bryan
Campbell, and special guest Joe

Carvalho, one of the kiipuna inter-
viewed for the oral history project
on which the film was based}.) Look
for the RSVP link on the Kohala
Kakou Facebook Group.

This is Kohala - A Living Testa-
ment to Kohala’s Resilience

Inspired by the stories of his
grandmother, Martina Manuel,
Lucas Manuel-Scheibe, alongside
his mother Jocelyn, embarked on a
mission to document the narratives
of Kohala’s kiipuna. Thus was born
the Kohala Oral History Project.

Update on Hamakua-Kohala Health's
ew Healthcare Facility in Kapa’au

The process continues towards reaching our
goals and accomplishing our plans for the

&)

HAMAKVA-KOHALA
HEALTH

nearly five-acre parcel at the former Kohala
Club Hotel. We have obtained a usage permit
to convert from a hotel to a health care
facility. On August 9th, 2023 the Leeward
Planning Commission voted unanimously to
approve our special permit to build
1) a transitional facility that will include
primary care, behavioral health, dental,

and lomilomi services,

2) a permanent health center and training
facility for those pursuing a health care profession, and
3) housing units for health care professionals and students. It has been a
long process, but we are optimistic about making these goals a reality.

The following are some of the strides we have taken
since purchasing the property:
v Botanical report

78
- ) o]

Photo credit: Joh

Kohala students interview Uncle Dennis Matsuda for the Kohala Oral
History Project.

Photo credit: Johnelle Kainoa
Kellin Matsuda interviews Auntie
Audrey Veloria for the Kohala Oral
History Project.

Documentary filmmaker Bryan
Campbell worked with Jocelyn to
create the 30-minute film from the
24 kupuna interviews that were
gathered. The interviews, cap-
tured in 2021-22, highlight Kohala’s
values and sugar pﬁmtation history
and includes archival footage and
video, many of which are from the
community.

The film includes stories from
Brad Ballesteros, Boyd Bond,
Maydean Bowman, the late Fred

Cachola, Joe Carvalho, Elsie
and Saturnino Carpio, Connie
Chun, Carolyn Sugiyama Clas-
sen, Jeff Coakley, David Fuertes,
Dennis Gonsalves, Elaine Ishimine
Hokama, Larry Kanda, Hope and
John Keawe, Martina Manuel, Maile
Spencer Napoleon, Violet Oliver,
Marcelo Pagat, Jr., Earl Shimabu-
kuro and Betsy Tamanaha, Kealoha
Sugiyama, Gloria Teo, and Melvin
Yanos.

“Kohala Voices” Youth Docu-
mentary Film Program Launched

The Kohala Oral History Proj-
ect is also excited to announce that
it launched Kohala Voices, a youth
documentary film program. In col-
laboration with Johnelle “Amoo”
Kainoa and Kohala Unupa‘a, this
program is teaching students how
to conduct oral history interviews
and film and edit videos. The goal
is to capture more Kohala kiipuna
stories.

The program would not have
been possible without support from
Hawaii Council for the Humanities,
through support from the National
Endowment for the Humanities,
Oscar L. & Ernestine H. Armstrong
Advised Fund of the Hawai‘i Com-
munity Foundation, the Dorrance
Family Foundation and Council-
woman Cindy Evans.

If you're interested in being
interviewed for the project, contact
kohalaoralhistoryproject@gmail.
com and learn more at www.koha-
laoralhistoryproject.com.

v Flora and fauna report
v Usage permit change
v Driveway permitting
v Historical research with site visit and evaluation

THIS IS KOHALA §
On PBS Hawai'i

Broadcast:

March 28, 2024
8:30 pm HST
.

With the completion of the above evaluations, and permitting needed,
we are now able to move on to the next steps of phase one to build our
new transitional health center. We will be widening the driveway onto the
property from Akoni Pule Highway. We will also be continuing our efforts
to fundraise for the build-out. In the meantime, we continue to provide
services at our current location next to the Kohala Hospital with primary
care, dental services, behavioral health services, pediatrics, women's
health, and most recently, adding lomilomi services by our Cultural
Practitioner Darrell Lapulapu. To make a donation to our Kohala project,
please visit our website at www.hamakua-health.org and visit our “Ways
to Give”. You can also contact us for more information on this project by
calling Kai Carvalho at (808) 930-2759.

‘.“i : %

Advance Virtual Screening and Q&A on
PBS Hawai'i’s YouTube Channel:
March 27 from 1- 2 pm HST

Hamakua-Kohala Health is now accepting new patients no matter their
health insurance status or ability to pay. We offer health insurance
enrollment assistance and a sliding fee scale program.

For more information on the services we offer, and to schedule an
appointment, please call (808) 889-6236, or visit us online at
hamakua-health.org. "Caring for your 'ohana, Caring for you."
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MONTHLY CALENDAR APRIL 2024

DATE (DAY [ START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

4/1 | MON | 5:00PM 7:00PM | CHESS CLUB BEGINNERS AND VETERAN PLAYERS ARE WELCOME | NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

4/2 |TUE | 4:30PM ADVISORY GROUP MEETING NKCDP JUDICIARY BUILDING INUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM

4/3 |WED |4:00PM 7:00PM | KOHALA NIGHT MARKET VENDORS & ENTERTAINMENT HUB BARN 808-889-5523

4/3 |WED |7:00PM TEMPLE OF SPIRITUAL HEALING GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 54-3876 AKONIPULESTE4 | 808-989-5995

4/4 |THU | 4:30PM AGRICULTURE GROUP NKCDP FOOD HUB IMUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM

4/5 | 3:00PM 6:00PM | FRANK MCCLURE OPENING RECEPTION OLENA GALLERY 808-345-1779

4/5 |l 4:00PM HEALTH & WELLNESS GROUP NKCDP KOHALA RESILIENCE HUB | IMUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM

4/6 [ SAT |8:00AM 11:00 AM | THRIFT SHOP ST AUGUSINE’S 808-889-5390

4/6 | SAT | 8:30AM NKCRC'S 7TH ANNUAL CHARITY REGISTER: NORTHKOHALA.ORG/GOLF HAPUNA GOLF COURSE | 808-889-5523

GOLF TOURNAMENT

4/9 [TUE | 11:00AM | 12:00PM | BOOK CLUB BRAIDING SWEETGRASS BY ROBIN WALL KIMMERE | NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

4/10 |WED | 9:00 AM AFFORDABLE HOUSING GROUP NKCDP POMAIKA " | CAFE IMUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM

4/13 | SAT | 9:00 AM 1:00 PM | HOA'AINA STEWARDSHIP DAY NIULII HALA GROVE REGISTRATION OPENS APRIL 1 | KEOKEA BEACH RD 808-887-6411

KOHA.LA/HOAAINA2024

4/17 |WED | 3:30PM UTILITIES GROUP NKCDP OLD COURTHOUSE IMUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM

4/17 |WED | 5:00 PM PARKS, ROADS VIEW PLANES GROUP | NKCDP 0LD COURTHOUSE INUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM

4/18 (THU | 9:00 AM 11:00 AM | SACRED HEART FOOD BASKET SACRED HEART 808-889-5115

CATHOLIC CHURCH

4/19 |WED |5:00PM GROWTH MANAGEMENT GROUP NKCDP 0LD COURTHOUSE INUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM

4/21 [SUN | 11:00AM | 3:00PM | NORTH KOHALA TOOL LIBRARY GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION NKTL 808 -213-7779

4/22 | SAT | 12:00PM |4:00PM | EARTH DAY CELEBRATION ART SHOW ARTISTS’ COOPERATIVE | 808-854-1058

4/23 |TUE |6:00PM HAWAII FARMERS UNION UNITED FACEBOOK.COM/KOHALACHAPTERHFUU/ HUB BARN gm‘l\t‘[\:;;””@

4/24 |WED | 4:00PM RESTORATIVE YOGA THERAPY CLASS | WITH CARLA ORELLANA - BY REQUEST CALL FOR LOCATION 808-238-6111

4/24 |WED |4:30PM KOHALA COMMUNITY ACCESS GROUP | NKCDP 0LD COURTHOUSE INUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM
FOR NORTH KOHALA PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS PLEASE HEAD OVER TO HTTPS://WWW.LIBRARIESHAWAII.ORG/BRANCH/NORTH-KOHALA-PUBLIC-LIBRARY/

Email calendar listings to: kohalacalendar@gmail.com

Subscribe to our montly calendar on https:/kohalamountainnews.com/events/month/

The Kohala Mountain
 News is online at

ACCOUNTING, PAYROLL,
TAX PREPARATION

' TERM HOME RENTALS | SECOND-HOME
' PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Shanna Baldos

Located in Honoka'a
Ho'okipa Financial
Connections, LLC

Email: info@hookipafc.com
Website:www.hookipafc.com

808-854-4995

KOHALA

I’aciﬁc Realty

808-889-5181 | KohalaPacificRealty.com
Located in Downtown Hawi | SERVING HAWAI' SINCE 1984

RB-23657
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By Lynda Wallach

On March 5, the repairs of the
boat crane and winch at Mahukona
Wharf were completed. In Febru-
ary 2023, the condition of the crane
had rendered it unsafe for use and
it was removed by local volunteers.

At that time the group, coor-
dinated by Mike Feelig and con-
sisting of boaters, contractors,
and journeymen, came together
and decided to repair it. Using
donated labor, equipment, materi-
als, and some original parts, they
reconstructed the crane, basing the
design on original plans that had
been drawn up by Todd Andrews’
father in approximately 1960. At
every turn, the group was in con-
tact with Director Maurice Messina
and James Komata of the Hawaii
County Department of Parks and
Recreation, and the Division of
Boating and Recreation under the
State of Hawaii Department of
Land and Natural Resources, all of
whom have given their support for
the project.

The Mahukona Wharf has been
used continuously by the fishing
and boating community from as
far back as 1948 when it was given
to the County by the Territory of
Hawaii. It has also been used to
launch watercraft for ocean rescue
efforts along the North Kohala
Coast. Mahukona Wharf is not des-
ignated as a swimming area by the
Department of Parks and Recre-
ation, which has authority over the

Mahukona Crane Repaired

Photo by James Komata

The newly restored boat crane and winch at Mahukona Wharf with some
of the team who completed the project.

area because, unlike the other part
of the property, is not considered a
beach park. However, the Depart-
ment recognizes that other forms
of ocean recreation occur there and
intends to institute additional safety
protocols so that the ocean may be
enjoyed by all.

Since the crane became inoper-
able, Mahukona Wharf has been
used almost entirely for swimming
and snorkeling. Because of the clear

waters and the abundance and vari-
ety of aquatic life, it has also been
featured in guidebooks and has
become popular with tourists. With
the imminent return of boating
activity and the fact that the ocean
at Mahukona will now have to be
shared, there has been much con-
cern about how the safety of swim-
mers can be guaranteed.

The issue of boaters and swim-
mers sharing the same space has

been a major topic of discussion
by Malama Mahukona (Friends
ot Mahukona Park) and the Parks,
Roads, Erosion Control, and View-
planes Group of the CDP. Both

roups are seeking ways to have
the actual users of the wharf area
participate in creating solutions for

shared use.
The issue of safety for both
swimmers and boaters has been of

paramount importance for every-
one involved in the project. Man

measure are being implemented,
including multiple warning signs
for both swimmers and boaters and
an informational flyer that will be
available in a plexiglass box at the
wharf that explains the rules of
boating and boating safety. These
include no wakes and a speed of
two miles per hour entering the
harbor. To legally use the crane,
boats will neec% to ﬁe registered with
DLNR. Further safety measures are
still being discussed.

There are also methods being put
in place to track crane usage. Con-
ditions at Mahukona are not always
favorable for boating, so usage of
the crane may not be heavy. Park-
ing is often an issue at the wharf
and is also something that is bein
addressed, now that trucks wit
trailers are in the mix again.

Mahukona will once again be
a mixed-use facility that can be
enjoyed by boaters and swimmers
alike if each agree to respect the
rights and concerns of the other.
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9 Month
Share
Certificate

2 Ways to Earn

18 Month
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Certificate

Open a high-earning
Share Certificate from
HCFCU & watch your
savings grow!
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Hawaii
Community

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

hicommfcu.com | (808) 930-7700

*APY = Annual percentage yield. APY is accurate as of
September 5, 2023 and is subject to change without no-

Federally insured by NCUA

Scan the QR code
to start earning today!

tice. Minimum opening deposit for the 9-month certificate
is $1,000.00. Minimum opening deposit for the 18-month
certificate is $500.00. An early withdrawal penalty

may be imposed for early withdrawals. Fees may reduce
earnings on the account. Certain terms and conditions
apply. Membership in the Credit Union is required. Federally
insured by NCUA.






