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Story and photos by Toni Withington
Kohala High School students 

put action to their words of pro-
tecting the land by working with 

KHS Students Aloha ‘Āina on 
Kamehameha’s Homeland

Kohala Lihikai to clean the land-
scape around Hale O Kaʻili heiau at 
Hapuʻu Bay. The area is part of the 

Photos by Joe Carvalho
Student participating in the Hapu’u workday. Back row, left to right: Isaac 

Salvador-Libron, Jermiah Mederios, TeRongomau Kawe, Pela Terrel, 
Liana Pine-Ramos, Camille Fuertes, and Sydnie Marquez. Front row, left 

to right: Kayzen Ittner, Kenneth Matsuda, and Isaiah Antonio.

By Jessica Andrews
On Saturday, April 6, members 

of the Kohala community gath-

Māhukona Boat Crane Blessed

Photo by Lisa Hallett

ered at the Māhukona Wharf for 
a blessing of the refurbished boat 
crane. They were joined by Hawai’i 

County Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Maurice Messina with a blessing 
by Pastor Kimo Ho’opai.  The proj-

ect is ongoing, and a date has not 
yet been set for the crane to be open 
for public use.

By Toni Withington
KP Holding LLC, a subsidiary 

of Surety Kohala Corporation, has 
applied for a fi ve-lot subdivision on 
the rim of Pololū Valley. The move 
comes four years after the company 
attempted to create a 10-lot subdivi-
sion on the land in conjunction with 
the State Department of Land and 
Natural Resources. That plan met 
a storm of community protests and 
never moved forward.

Instead, a year later KP Holding 
consolidated two parcels mauka 
of the Pololū Valley lookout total-
ing 195 acres, then divided them 
into two parcels of 23 acres and 172 
acres. It is these parcels the com-
pany has proposed dividing into 
fi ve lots of more than 20 acres each. 
Because the existing agriculture 
zoning allows lots of 20 acres, the 
subdivision does not need review 

Five-lot Subdivision Proposed on 
Pololū Valley Rim

by the Leeward Planning Commis-
sion or any other public hearings. 
The approval is up to the County 
Planning Director Zendo Kern.

The director sent the proposal 
application to various government 
agencies for review and although 
the comments were not all received 
by KMN deadline, the Department 
of Water Supply DWS did not sup-
port the plan since it is located 
beyond the department’s existing 
water distribution system. 

“Extensive improvements and 
additions, including source, storage 
transmission booster pumps, and 
distribution facilities must be con-
structed,” the DWS report said.

In light of that, Director Kern 
informed KP Holding that it must 
apply for a variance to the County 
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Code which would allow for the 
catchment and storage of rainwater 
for each lot. Kern deferred further 
action on the subdivision to May 
19 to allow the subdivider time to 
comply with the code’s minimum 
water requirements.

In order to qualify for a water 
catchment variance, the owner 
must show that the average annual 
rainfall is greater than 60 inches. 
Each lot would be required to build 
a water tank with at least 6,000 gal-
lons capacity and a separate tank 
for fi refi ghting purposes of at least 
3,000 gallons. The variance would 
prohibit further subdivision of the 
lots.

In another agency review, the 
Department of Public Works (DPW) 
said the subdivision plans must 
identify and label all watercourses 
and drainageway as areas of fl ood-
ing. Several streams run through 
the property. Since the Akoni Pule 
Highway pavement is wider than 
the government easement and 
encroaches on KP Holding prop-
erty, that issue needs to be rectifi ed, 
DPW said. In his letter to KP Hold-

ing, Kern said those requirements 
would be imposed as a condition of 
tentative subdivision approval.

The State Department of Health 
required an Environmental Site 
Assessment be done on Phase I 
and that, because the agricultural 
lands were used for growing sugar, 
an investigation would be needed 
to identify sites that “may have 
resulted in the releases of hazard-
ous substances, including oil or 
chemicals.”

The State Historic Preservation 
Division (SHPD) said because the 
land was previously impacted by 
land clearing activities, no historic 
properties would be aff ected. Divi-
sion Administrator Alan Downer 
did admit that “the current project 
area has not been subject to any pre-
vious archaeological inventory.”

A KP Holding representative 
was asked for comment on the sub-
division but did not reply.

Public comments on the pro-
posed subdivision may be made to 
Planning Director Zendo Kern by 
email at planning@hawaiicounty.
gov or by post at 101 Pauahi Street, 
Suite 1, Hilo HI 96720.

four and a half miles of recently pre-
served coastal lands that are recog-
nized as Kamehameha’s homeland, 
his kula iwi.

The students trimmed vegeta-
tion and picked up trash around the 
perimeters of the heiau under the 
guidance of Joe Carvalho, Chair-
man of Kohala Lihikai, who helped 
direct the students’ eff orts. Ralph 
Galan, kahu of the heiau was not 
available that day. Samuel Carv-
alho also assisted with the overall 
cleanup.

The non-profi t Kohala Lihikai, 
which has for years been steward-
ing several parcels of open space 
coastal land, worked with the stu-
dents since last fall to organize the 
fi rst workday and create signs to 
replace the worn-out ones.  

Student leaders of the Stewards 
of the Future group are Camille 
Fuertes, Sydnie Marquez, Liana 
Pine-Ramos, Kazen Ittner and 
Isaac Salvador-Libron. They were 
directed by Dean Snelling.

Four weed whackers opened up 
overgrown areas at the parking lot 
and on the public access trail along-
side the heiau. The signs they cre-

ated at the school will be installed 
on their next visit.

The project falls under the Acad-
emy of Sustainability of Kohala 
High School, which partners with 
a non-profi t organization called 
Center For Tomorrow’s leaders.

“Our main goal for this year was 
to think of things in our community 
that we can help with and ways to 
give back to our community,” said 
Camille Fuertes, leader of the proj-
ect. “Our group, Stewards of The 
Future, thought of Hapuʻu as spe-
cial to us and wanted to fi nd a way 
to give back and mālama the area. 
The main goal for our group is to 
help maintain this area for more 
generations to come and know the 
knowledge behind these special 
places.”

The students have been meeting 
regularly during the school year to 
plan the project. Having won fi rst 
place in the school’s competition 
with other projects, the students 
will compete in a statewide contest.

On the day of the cleanup, the 
dirt road to the coast was in such 
poor condition that the students 
had to hike down and back from the 
Halawa Cemetery.

By Tom Morse
Leelen Park is a Kohala native. 

Son of Rodney and Karla Park, he 
grew up in the Kahei house-lots. 
He went through the Kohala school 
system and graduated from Kohala 
High School in 2003. 

At fi rst, he wanted to be a chef. 
He took a culinary program in a 
community college. But he found 
that he didn’t enjoy cooking as 
much as he thought he would. As 
many in his family were teachers, 
he enrolled at U.H. Manoa to get 
a degree in Education. As part of 
that program, he began as a student 
teacher at Hilo High School. He 
found that teaching was also not his 
calling.

At U.H. Manoa he fi nished his 
Bachelor’s Degree in Teaching in 
2010.

In 2011 the Aloha Council of the 
Boys Scouts of America, made him 
an off er to be a district executive for 
the Hamakua-Kohala and Kona dis-
tricts.

North Kohala Community Resource Center Update
Interview with the new Executive 

Director, Leelen Park
He progressed with the Boy 

Scouts to where he was managing 
their activities for the whole island. 
He found that he loved working 
with volunteers and bettering the 
community through non-profi t 
organizations.

Leelen left the Boy Scouts at the 
end of 2018 and, in 2019, joined the 
Bay Clinic, a community health 
center in Hilo, as Development 
Manager. In 2020, at the start of 
Covid-19, he was let go.

Then he was off ered a position 
as the Covid-19 Emergency Project 
Manager at the Food Basket in Hilo.

In 2021-22 he organized over 
170 Ohana Food Drops all over the 
island. He found this job exciting 
and fulfi lling, because this eff ort 
was helping people who were 
struggling.

When that project wrapped up, 
The Food Basket off ered him an 
opportunity to manage the DA BUX 
program, a program of The Food 
Basket that provides SNAP users 
with a fi fty percent discount on 
locally grown fruits and vegetables 
at select retailers. Through the pro-
gram, retailers are reimbursed for 
the discount given to the customer. 
The Food Basket then reimburses 
the growers for the discount. The 
program serves as a triple win as it 
allows SNAP customers to stretch 
their SNAP dollars further, enables 
retailers to sell more products, and 
allows local farmers to sell more 
produce to these retailers. 

The Food Basket promoted 
him to Development Director in 
early 2023. Leelen was given the 
responsibility of managing a 24.5-
acre piece of land that was pur-
chased to establish an Agricultural 
Innovation Park and Food System 
Campus. This was a signifi cant 
project for The Food Basket that 
required his eff orts to launch a $140 
million capital campaign.

In November of 2023 he was con-
tacted by Nathan Trump, President 
of the NKCRC, asking if he would 
be interested in becoming the Exec-
utive Director. As Leelen had been 
away from Kohala for twenty-one 

Photo courtesy of North Kohala Community 
Resource Center

Leelen Park is the Executive 
Director of the North Kohala 

Community Resource Center.

See NKCRC Page 3
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insured by NCUA.

hicommfcu.com  |  (808) 930-7700 

Federally insured by NCUA

Open a high-earning 
Share Certificate from 
HCFCU & watch your 
savings grow!

Scan the QR code 
to start earning today!

years, he wasn’t really knowledge-
able about the NKCRC.

He learned about the activities 
of the Center and saw this opportu-
nity to come home, be reacquainted 
with the community that raised 
him, and have a chance to give 
back to Kohala. “I am honored to be 
chosen,” he said.

The North Kohala Community 
Resource Center

The Board of Directors, all volun-
teers, includes:

Nathan Trump, President; Vicky 
Kometani, Vice President; Beth 
Bohn, Secretary; Denni Keyes, Trea-
surer; Cherie Haunani Caravalho; 
Wendy Nickl; and Jay Vega.

Youth Directors include:
Jensel Merice Jose and Kenneth 

Matsuda.

The Center was started in 2002. 
There are sixty-four active proj-
ects. It provides an opportunity for 
Kohala projects to receive non-profi t 
status for tax-exempt donations. 
For more info, see nothkohala.org.

A challenge for the Center has 
always been to raise enough money 
to pay for its own operations. It 
has a building to maintain, plus 
fi ve employees. Besides Leelen, 
Michelle Kawai is Director of Oper-
ations, and Annalene Williams is 
the Projects Coordinator.

Also, the Center manages the 
Kohala Resilience Center (at what 
was formerly known as The Barn, 
behind Luke’s). Kathy Matsuda is 
the Coordinator, with the newest 

edition Kimilee Vakuta, the Kohala 
Resilience Hub Assistant.

Sources of revenue for the 
Center are:

● A small percentage of the 
money granted to the projects they 
represent

● The annual auction and golf 
tournament

● Donations from the Kohala 
Community

● Grants to the Center itself for 
operations

Leelen says, “We encourage all 
of the dreamers, and those who 
genuinely want to make a meaning-
ful diff erence in our beloved Kohala 
community, to reach out to us and 
let us help you make your dreams 
a reality.”

Here is the process to become 
a new Sponsored Project of the 
NKCRC:

1) Initial Discussion: NKCRC 
may schedule an initial discus-
sion with you to learn more about 
your project idea, goals, and how it 
aligns with their mission. This can 
be done through a meeting, phone 
call, or email exchange.

2) Submit Application: If 
NKCRC determines that your proj-
ect aligns with their mission and 
priorities, they may ask you to 
submit a formal application. This 
application may include details 
about your project, budget, time-
line, intended outcomes, and how 
you plan to measure success.

3) Review Process: The NKCRC 
team will review your applica-
tion to assess its feasibility, impact, 
and alignment with their goals. 
They may also consider factors 

such as community need, available 
resources, and potential partner-
ships.

4) Approval: If your project is 
approved, NKCRC will notify you 
and work with you to fi nalize any 
necessary agreements or paper-
work. This may include a sponsor-
ship agreement outlining the terms 
of the partnership, responsibilities 

of each party, and any fi nancial 
arrangements.

5) Implementation: Once the 
sponsorship agreement is in place, 
you can begin implementing your 
project with the support of NKCRC. 
This may involve regular communi-
cation with NKCRC staff , reporting 
on progress, and seeking assistance 
or guidance as needed.

Story and photos by Kathy Matsuda
On March 9, the Kohala Resilience 
Hub invited the community to their 

Kohala Resilience Hub ʻOhana Fun 
Day and Resilience Fair

Master Gardeners gave helpful 
planting tips and distributed tomato 

plants.

United Healthcare sharing 
Healthcare plans. Jessica Arruda 
provided an eye-catching game of 

tossing the toilet paper. 

ʻOhana Fun Day with games and 
information from a variety of groups 
focused on health and wellness.
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 New Location
For appointments call: 808 498-4018
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• Full Medicinary
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• Herbal Medicine

• Homeopathy
• Hyperbaric Therapy
• Hydrotherapy

• IV Medicine
• Ozone
• Ultrasound

Naturopathic Physician

Kohala 
Dental Center

● New Patient Exams ● Teeth Whitening
● Crowns & Bridges ● Full/Partial Dentures
●Veneers ● Composite Fillings ● Implants
● Root Canal Therapy ● Wisdom Teeth

Welcoming New Patients
Call us today to request an appointment

808-889-6277

Your smile is our top priority

kohaladental.com

By Toni Withington
A lifting of the moratorium on 

new water meters continues to be off  
in the future, Kurt Inaba, head of the 
Engineering Division of the Depart-
ment of Water Supply (DWS), told 
a gathering last month. Nine mem-
bers of the Utilities Group of the 
North Kohala Community Devel-
opment Plan (NKCDP) arranged 
the Zoom meeting with Inaba to 
talk about the district’s water deliv-
ery system. The long-delayed lift-
ing of the moratorium has left many 
families having to share one meter 
for multiple homes and forced 
others to drill wells or build catch-
ment systems. 

Completion of the construc-
tion of the well and water tank in 
Halaula was expected to provide 
redundancy, or a backup system, 
in case a well is temporarily out of 
order. With two wells at the same 
location in Hāwī, the district has 
been without backup for decades. 
The moratorium was imposed 
because DWS considered itself 
unable to guarantee suffi  cient water 
to cover many additional meters 
without redundancy.

Inaba reaffi  rmed the DWS com-
mitment to end the water meter 
moratorium for newly created lots 
as soon as the Halaula well is thor-
oughly tested and found capable. 
The new well has had problems 
since it was brought online in July 

Water Meter Moratorium to Continue
of last year. It is not working, and, 
though still under warranty, it 
could take six months to repair. 
This means testing might not be 
complete for another nine months. 
Redundancy won’t be reached until 
the Halaula well is functionable and 
connected to the water main form 
the Hawi wells, Inaba said.

When asked who would be eli-
gible for new water meters after the 
lifting of the moratorium, Inaba said 
the top priority, as it is now, would 
be for new aff ordable housing. Next 
would be permitted houses that 
share meters, and fi nally new sub-
divisions. 

Hawi #2 well, which was also 
out for four months, is now work-
ing. The department is currently 
undergoing an island-wide inven-
tory and inspection of all its distri-
bution lines with the help of grants 
from the State Safe Drinking Water 
Division and FEMA. 

Another thing being investi-
gated, Inaba said, is how long the 
water in the tank reservoirs can 
last if a wildfi re or other hazard 
interrupts the electric power to the 
pumps. Right now, only one gen-
erator is available to Hawi Well #2 
for backup power, even so, restric-
tions on water use might have to 
be called for during a long power 
outage.

While the North Kohala 

Community Development Plan 
(NKCDP) calls for an upgrade of all 
the old distribution lines, the only 
project on the department’s Capi-
tal Improvement Program (CIP) 
budget for Kohala is replacement of 
the antiquated line on Beers Road, 
which has been subject to 18 major 
breaks in the past eight years. The 
CDP’s water group approached 
DWS with the problem on Beers 
Road in 2014. Replacement and 
extension of the Beers Road line was 
then put on the departments 2019 

CIP budget. It was later pushed 
forward to 2023 and more recently 
to 2027. Inaba said a plan has been 
drafted and sent to the USDA and 
the State’s Historic Sites division for 
environmental review.

Asked about the recent high 
number of outages of island wide 
pumps, particularly in Kona, he 
said it was multiple problems of 
pumps, well casings, and the diffi  -
culty getting spare parts.

“Let’s hope we do better this 
year,” he said.
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Letters
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Aloha kakou to the North 
Kohala Community,

About 15 months ago, Cindy 
Evans was contacted about the 
use of our narrow winding roads 
by bike tour companies, which 
were causing stress and dangerous 
situations for our residents. These 
roads have cliff s, steep drops, fall-
ing rocks and no shoulders. Many 
people shared near-miss stories. 
These roads are not back roads; 
they are roads residents use daily 
and already what many consider a 
challenge to drive. 

Cindy has done her homework 
and created a bill addressing these 
concerns. Bill 125 excludes com-
mercial bicycle tours (not individ-
ual cyclists) from using the Kohala 

Bike Tour Legislation Proposed
Mountain Road and part of the road 
out to Pololū Valley. This bill is sup-
ported by the local police whom I 
spoke with, the chief of police, and 
half of the County Council mem-
bers. Cindy Evans has worked hard 
to word this bill correctly, making 
sure it is enforceable. Iʻve watched 
her at work, where she maintains a 
calm and collaborative demeanor. 

I’ve testifi ed four times. During 
the last discussion by the Council, 
Cindy was going to work with a 
colleague to create guidelines to 
clarify specifi cs. The bill is planned 
to be reviewed again on May 1.

If you would like to voice how 
you feel, please write to: counciltes-
timony@hawaiicounty.gov. 

Better yet, come to Cindy’s offi  ce 

at the old Courthouse in Kapaʻau 
on May 1 at 9:00 a.m. to share your 
voice and tell the County Council 
about your experiences with groups 
of bicyclists. There have been too 
many near misses. Commercial bike 
tours who provide tourists with a 
bicycling experience can move to 
safer locations. 

Check with Jessica, Cindy’s 
Council Aide, at 808-889-6512 to get 
assistance with providing written 
testimony, Zoom testimony, or live 
remote testimony at the Old Court-
house. Our governing offi  cials need 
to understand that our community 
safety is priority over commercial 
tourism. PLEASE SPEAK UP. 

Mahalo,
Randee Golden

Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 7 Representative David Tarnas

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas 
speaks for North Kohala as a 

member of the Hawaiʻi State House 
of Representatives.

Aloha. As we enter the fi nal 
weeks of the 2024 legislative ses-
sion, I’d like to provide an update 
on some important bills that are 
making their way through the leg-
islative process.

To respond to concerns about 
how emergency powers are autho-
rized and used, the legislature is 
considering measures to clarify 
the powers of the chief executive 
of the state and county administra-
tions and provide public notice and 
reporting on public fund expendi-
tures.

HB 1902 clarifi es that the gover-
nor’s and mayors’ emergency man-
agement powers shall be consistent 
with the state constitution; clari-
fi es the scope of the comprehen-
sive emergency management plan; 
clarifi es the powers of the governor 
and mayors to extend or terminate 
a state of emergency; shortens the 
duration of price control periods 
from ninety-six hours to seventy-
two hours; and amends the emer-
gency management law to protect 
tenants, mortgagors, consumers, 
and residents for certain periods of 
time after the issuance of a guberna-
torial or mayoral emergency procla-
mation.

SB 2908 clarifi es the powers 

of the governor and mayors to 
extend or terminate a state of emer-
gency; clarifi es when proclamations 
take eff ect; prohibits residential 
rent increases in areas subject to 
emergency declarations or severe 
weather warnings; and shortens 
and clarifi es the duration of price 
control periods and the prohibition 
against residential-tenancy termi-
nations.

SB 2512 establishes notice 
and reporting requirements for 
the expenditure or use of public 
resources by the governor, pursu-
ant to the governor’s emergency 
powers.

To respond to the critical need 
to improve the State’s wildfi re pre-
paredness and increase measures 
to prevent wildfi res, the legislature 
is considering numerous measures 
including the following:

HB 1842 increases the maximum 
fi ne for violations of fi re protection 
laws; specifi es that each day a viola-
tion exists or continues to exist shall 
constitute a distinct and separate 
off ense; raises the criminal pen-
alty for the off ense of arson in the 
fourth degree to a class C felony if 
the off ense was committed during 
the time period and within the geo-
graphic area in which a red fl ag 
warning was in eff ect; and provides 
that the state of mind requirement 
with respect to the attendant cir-
cumstance that the red fl ag warning 
was in eff ect is negligence. 

SB 2085 and HB 1843 establish 
and fund the Offi  ce of the State Fire 
Marshal to direct fi re protection 
eff orts statewide.

SB 3344 and HB 2700 estab-
lish and fund the Hawaiʻi Wildfi re 
Relief Fund and Hawaiʻi Wildfi re 
Relief Fund Corporation to provide 
compensation for property damage 
resulting from catastrophic wild-
fi res in the State; requires the Cor-
poration’s board to report to the 
Legislature.

SB 2922 creates a process for 
electric utilities to develop and 
submit wildfi re protection plans to 
the Public Utilities Commission for 
approval and allows the recovery of 
related costs and expenses through 
securitization while avoiding a dis-
proportionate impact on a specifi c 

ratepayer or county. The bill also 
requires public utilities to report 
wildfi res potentially caused by or 
occurring in connection with their 
operations.

SB 582 makes emergency appro-
priations for certain FEMA-inel-
igible and FEMA-eligible costs 
related to the State’s response to the 
August 2023 wildfi res and to fund 
the One Ohana Bank Trust Account 
to compensate victims of the Maui 
wildfi res. The bill repeals general 
obligation bond appropriation for 
the Other Post-Employment Ben-
efi ts Trust Fund and Pension Accu-
mulation Fund and temporarily 
lifts various restrictions on the use 
of Major Disaster Relief moneys 
for Hawaiʻi wildfi re response and 
extends the lapse date of certain 
funds set aside for this purpose. 
Finally, the bill requires the Depart-
ment of Defense and the governor 
to submit reports on expenditures 
and federal reimbursements.

HB 2610 establishes a Disaster 
Relief Match Special Fund to sup-
port the local match requirements 
of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency Maui Wildfi res 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 
for projects that implement mitiga-
tion measures to prevent and mini-
mize the impacts of natural hazards 
aff ecting the State; appropriates 
moneys into the Disaster Relief 
Match Special Fund; and makes 
appropriations to support the 
State’s continued response to the 
August 2023 wildfi res that aff ected 
the counties of Hawaiʻi and Maui.

SB 3068 appropriates funds 
to support the State’s continued 
response to the August 2023 wild-
fi res that aff ected the counties of 
Hawaiʻi and Maui.

SB 2143 appropriates funds to 
the Wildfi re Management Branch of 
the Department of Land and Natu-
ral Resources’ Division of Forestry 
and Wildlife to provide nonprofi t 
organizations with grants for wild-
fi re preparedness and mitigation 
programming.

SB 2284 establishes and funds 
a two-year program at the Univer-
sity of Hawaiʻi to develop a wildfi re 
forecast system for the State using 
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Calendar: 5/17/24
Distribution: 5/24/24

June Deadlines
Ads and News: 6/14/24

Calendar: 6/21/24
Distribution: 6/28/24
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Councilmember Cindy Evans 
represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai’i County Council District 9. 

(Courtesy Cindy Evans)

County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember Cindy Evans

COUNTY COUNCIL

CINDY
EVANS

Friends of Cindy Evans, 59-048 Olomana Rd, Kamuela, HI 96743. 808-345-5810

The Parks Department 
announced plans to move for-
ward with the replacement of the 
Playground at King Kamehameha 
Park. The good news is that fund-
ing has been appropriated with the 
approval to proceed, so the hope is 
to replace the playground by the 
end of the year.

In addition, Parks has approved 
the vision of a group of community 
volunteers to refurbish the plaza at 
the Kapaʻau County Civic Center 
with the goal to create a special 

gathering place for all ages to enjoy. 
Mahalo to their leadership.

On April 1, the County Plan-
ning Department closed the public 
comment period on the draft 2045 
General Plan. Soon a new draft 
will be posted incorporating public 
comments and shortly thereaf-
ter forwarded for approval. I do 
not have a date to give you at this 
time. Council was told the public 
has several more opportunities to 
comment, given it will come to the 
County Council for action after the 
Leeward and Windward Planning 
Commissions review and comment 
on the plan.

I continue to work on amend-
ments to the bill I introduced on 
commercial bicycle tours, consid-
ering the desire by some Council-
members to have more guidelines 
on what to consider in initiating a 
restriction by the Council. State law 
allows for the restrictions of County 
roads and State highways to com-
mercial business tour groups.

Housing continues to be a 
focus but the hot topic this season 
is cesspools and wastewater man-
agement. The County completed 
negotiations with the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency on a 
Countywide Administrative Order 
on Consent (AOC) regarding waste-
water facilities that are operated 
by the County. The mayor’s big-
ticket item in the proposed capital 

improvement project is $110,000 for 
Hilo Wastewater Treatment Facility 
repair/replacement. The Director 
of Environmental Management is 
looking across the island for where 
the County can or will require prop-
erty owners to connect to a sewage 
treatment plant, along with formu-
lating a fi nancial plan, including 
assessments to property owners. 
Lots of uncertainty at this time on 

what will be proposed. The County 
is hoping funding and grants will 
be provided to property owners for 
cesspool conversion.

Soon classes of 2024 will gradu-
ate. Best wishes to what’s next on 
your journey. Mahalo to teachers, 
coaches, family and community for 
supporting our youth.

Regards,
Councilmember Cindy Evans

HIREP, from Page 5
artifi cial intelligence.

SB 2502 requires and funds the 
University of Hawaiʻi to establish 
and implement a two-year program 
to develop web-GIS wildfi re sus-
ceptibility and vulnerability maps 
for the State to determine which 
communities, landscapes, build-
ings, and infrastructure are most 
vulnerable to future wildfi res.

These are just a few of the many 
bills that the legislature is debating 

as we wrap up the legislative ses-
sion. 

Next month, I will provide a 
summary of the major bills that 
were approved by the legislature. If 
you have any suggestions on bills as 
we fi nalize these measures, please 
contact me anytime at my offi  ce at 
808-586-8510 and reptarnas@capi-
tol.hawaii.gov. I am grateful to be 
able to continue serving our com-
munity as the State Representative. 
Mahalo!

CALL FOR QUILTS
Are you a quilter and would like to share the work you have done 

with the public? Do you have a family quilt passed down generations 
kept safely in a closet?If so, consider sharing it for public viewing at a 

one-day event to be held on 

July 27: THE KOHALA COMMUNITY QUILT SHOW
All handmade quilts hold stories. We would like to hear and see yours.

Please email nicolekeola@gmail.com or 
call 808-238-2178 for more information.
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Catherine Morgan
Orange Cleghorn

Kathleen ProvazekCreative Collage!
NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

7th ANNUAL CHARITY
G   LF TOURNAMENT

info@northkohala.org

MAHALO 
TO ALL THE BUSINESSES AND SPONSORS WHO SUPPORTED OUR

• Ackerman Gallery

• Arakaki Store

• FootJoy Hawaii 

• HCFCU

• Hawaii Life Realty 

`ohelo Ranch

`

• Mana`ola Hawaii

• PEPSICO Hawaii

• Pomaika`i Cafe
• RMD Taiko

• Takata Store 
• Tommy Bahama

Special mahalo to Jay Taise and his 
awesome team at Hapuna Golf.

www.northkohala.org 808 889 5523

By Lynda Wallach
The April 2 meeting of the North 

Kohala Community Plan Advisory 
Group (NKCDP AC) was presided 
over by vice-chair David Fuertes. In 
the absence of a quorum, no votes 
could be taken so the meeting was 
devoted to the reports of the vari-
ous subgroups.

The Agricultural Group has 
formed several action working 
groups. The groups addressing 
issues involving land, production, 
housing and farmer wellness had 
their fi rst meeting on February 29. 
The Production Group is work-
ing on an action plan involving 
value added products. The Farmer 
Wellness group generated ideas in 
response to the lack of appreciation 
for farmers, including a possible 
community event. The group meets 
the fi rst Thursday of the month at 
4:30 p.m. at the Kohala Food Hub.

The Joe Carvalho of the Com-
munity Access (CA) group said 
that the Old Mule Station and the 
adjoining forty-two acres have been 
listed for sale by Surety for $4.5 mil-
lion. The area is being considered 
as a possible solution to the con-
gestion at the Pololū Lookout as it 
could provide space for more park-
ing and the opportunity to separate 
the lookout from the trail head. Sev-
eral purchasing options have been 
proposed, including a County pur-
chase through the Public Access, 
Open Space and Natural Resources 
Preservation Commission (PONC), 
a purchase by the State, a conserva-
tion easement and a purchase by a 
private buyer who would transfer 
the property to a non-profi t group 
or hold it for public purchase. 

Representatives from PONC 
made a site visit to the `Upolu East 
where eighty-eight acres are for 
sale. CA is hoping PONC will nom-
inate the area, now called `Upolu 
Point, for a priority purchase. 

The seventeen-acre parcel of 
the old Parker Ranch duplex at 
Honoipu is on the market for $7.5 
million. It includes the parking lot 
at the end of the Old Coast Guard 
Road and two duplex buildings.

When asked whether PONC 
land can be used for agriculture, 
Toni Withington explained that 
PONC lands that are currently pas-
ture are being used for grazing to 
keep grasses and invasive species 

NKCDP Advisory Group Meeting Notes
under control but that is the extent 
of the agricultural activities allowed 
at this time and that most structures 
are not allowed. The group meets 
on the fi rst Wednesday of the month 
at 4:30 p.m. at the Senior Center.

Growth Management’s list 
of recommended changes to the 
Draft General Plan map will focus 
on some large parcels including 
the Surety land above the banyan 
trees, the State land on lower Kahei 
Road and on Kynnersley. They are 
recommending that these areas be 
changed from agricultural to resi-
dential (urban) with the idea that 
they can be for mixed use includ-
ing aff ordable housing. They are 
also recommending changing to an 
agricultural designation those areas 
that are defi ned as rural but now 
are used for farming.

Negotiations with the developer 
of the Hāwī Nani subdivision con-
tinue for alternate options to the 
current plan. Over four hundred 
signatures have been collected from 
surrounding areas opposing the 
current plan. Self-Help Phase III has 
recently received a ten-year exten-
sion. The group meets the second 
Wednesday of the month at 5:00 
p.m. at the Senior Center. 

The Parks, Roads, Erosion 
Control and View-planes (PREV) 
reported that the boaters and swim-
mers are reaching an agreement 
over safety at Māhukona. PREV 
and Mālama Māhukona will be 
receiving a preview of the Parks 
and Recreation Māhukona signage 
before it is put up. The group meets 
the third Wednesday of the month 
at 5:00 p.m. at the Senior Center. 

The Utilities group met via 
Zoom with Kurt Ianaba of the 
Department of Water Supply 
(DWS) who reaffi  rmed the DWS 
commitment to end the water meter 
moratorium for newly created lots 
as soon as the Hala`ula well is thor-
oughly tested and found capable. 
The well is currently down and it 
will possibly take six months to 
repair (on warranty) which means 
testing might not be complete for 
another nine months. Hāwī #2 well 
is now working. 

They also discussed the next fi ve 
years of DWS Capital Improvement 
Projects (CIPS). Among the projects 
for 2026 are the repair of the Beers 
Road water line, replacement of the 

Kaauhuhu reservoir and Hawi #1 
well facility improvements. Report-
edly, North Kohala has plenty of 
water but our distribution system 
needs upgrading. The group meets 
the third Wednesday of the month 
at 3:30 p.m. the Senior Center.

The Health and Wealth Group
is addressing the issue of suicide 
prevention looking at whether pro-
grams like a prison-based ministry 

program can be used for youth. 
Another resource is the Boys to Men 
program. The group meets the fi rst 
Friday of the month at 4:00 p.m. at 
the Kohala Resilience Hub.

The next meeting of the NKCDP 
AG will be on Tuesday, May 7 at 
4:30 p.m. at the Judiciary Building 
near the police station. The mem-
bers of the community are encour-
aged to attend.

NKCDP ADVISORY GROUP AGENDA
MEETING TIME: Tuesday, May 7, 2024, 
at 4:30 p.m.
PLACE:   Judiciary Building 
(near the police station), Kapa`au

AGENDA
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS
Kohala residents are encouraged to attend 
and voice their opinion on issues. They may 
even recommend actions and suggest 
subjects not presently addressed.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS (Please see 
accompanying article on issues being 
addressed.)

Affordable Housing – Addresses the 
housing needs for families in Kohala.
Agriculture – The future of agriculture 
in our area.
Community Access – Exploring ways for
 Kohala residents to have more mauka and 

makai access.
Growth Management – Addresses zoning, 
permits and variance requests and how they 
affect us.
Health and Wellness – Addresses Kohala 
health care infrastructure and emergency 
response.
Parks, Roads, View Planes and Erosion 
Control – Addresses many infrastructure 
problems and projects.
Utilities – Addresses all utility and waste 
stream issues.

Investigatory Subcommittee on Re-zoning 
and Agricultural Property Tax Rates – Works 
on Kohala input to the ongoing County 
reassessment of zoning and agricultural tax 
rate reduction criteria. 

NEW BUSINESS
PUBLIC INPUT AND AGENDA SUGGESTIONS 
FOR THE NEXT MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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KOHALA 
RESILIENCE HUB
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOH "MAY DAY"

KOHALA NIGHT MARKET

May 1, 2024, 4PM - 7PM
Resilience Hub Barn

Featuring: Food, Crafts, Speciality Items 
and Information Booths

follow us on facebook @kohalanightmarket
The Kohala Night Market is a Program of the Kohala Resilience Hub and 

The North Kohala Community Resource Center 

Part 1
By Wendy Noritake

I’ve often wondered why a fi sh 
or sea animal willingly makes a 
connection to a human. Maybe 
you’ve experienced this, too. It 
doesn’t happen every time I swim 
in the ocean but often enough that 
the experience brings even more 
wonder and joy to the mystery that 
it holds.

I fi rst noticed this connection on 
scuba diving trips to Australia and 
the Caribbean, where I could actu-
ally pet a fi sh. The fi sh were potato 
cods in the Great Barrier Reef and 
groupers in the Caribbean. I once 
dived with a dive master in Palau 

Underwater Creature Connections

who had been adopted by a hump-
head, or emperor, wrasse, a large 
blue-green fi sh with a big bump 
on its head and gigantic lips. The 
wrasse could identify this man no 
matter what he was wearing or if 
it had been weeks or months since 
the last dive. When we were under-
water, the 300-pound emperor 
swam straight to the dive master 
to be stroked, obviously delighted 
in seeing his friend. It was quite 
remarkable.

Land animals can also feel an 
attraction to humans. I heard a 
guru, Moojibaba, say that animals 
will come to his ashram in Portu-
gal to listen to his satsangs (teach-

ings). He said it’s not the words that 
bring the animals there, but the con-
nection to the heart, the universal 
consciousness. I think this is very 
possible to witness and experience 
with sea creatures.

Swimming in the waters of 
North Kohala, I continue to notice 
connections. My friend Bobbi 
Bryant and I swam off  the fi rst point 
at Māhukona, where a small porcu-
pinefi sh swam to her and couldn’t 
keep its eyes off  of her. It looked 
directly in her eyes, its sweet face 
just inches away from her mask. I 
didn’t have a camera that day, but 
I would have loved to have taken a 
photo of that precious moment. 

Sometimes I will have a long-
spine porcupinefi sh (kōkala), spiny 
puff erfi sh (ʻoʻopu ōkala), or a spot-
ted burrfi sh (ʻoʻopu hue) swim over 
to say hello. The porcupinefi sh are 
adorable with their widespread big 
eyes and little mouths that look like 
they’re smiling, making an inviting 
engagement.

I’ve had scrawled fi lefi sh (loulu) 
wander over to look at me as if I 
were some weird creature, and I 
probably am weird to them. Usu-
ally, they immediately dart away 
when approached. This fi sh has a 
long, narrow fl at body, with bril-
liantly colored lines and dots, a 

Wendy stroking a Nassau grouper in the Caribbean. Petting a cod in the Great Barrier Reef.

See Underwater, Page 9

A curious scrawled fi lefi sh peeks at the camera.
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To Advertise In 
The Kohala 

Mountain 
News 

Call Tom 
(808) 345 0706

www.algoodhi.com
55-3410 Akoni Pule Highway, Building 2

PO 190694, Hawi, HI 96719

HOLLY ALGOOD, PB
RB22414 | Algood Hawaii LLC

Cell 808-557-0354 
holly@algoodhi.com

55-784B Hawi Road
3 Bedrooms; 2 Bathrooms on One Acre. Secluded at 

end of Water Department Road. Surprisingly large spaces 
inside with huge enclosed wraparound lanai. 

MLS 704993  Fee Simple $825,000

Hawi Rd, #A, 
This recently cleared 1.335 acre CPR lot on Hawi Road 

between Akoni Pule Highway and Kohala Mountain Road 
can be a perfect spot for you to build your dream Hawaii 

home. MLS 704151  $449,000

Hawi Rd, #A,

55-784B Hawi Road
SPECIALIZING IN STRESS 

RELIEF AND VAGUS 
NERVE SUPPORT

●Clinical Hypnotherapy ●Stress Relief 
● Addiction Support ● Stop Smoking/
Weight loss ● Better Sleep ● Pain Relief

● Digestive and Nervous system 
Support● Spiritual and Personal growth

innerbalance.us
spirit.innerbalance.us

Empowering Health and Wellness
Jonmarie Kerns, CMS-CHT

808/854-7555

tail that looks like a whisk brush, 
and a small mouth with a defi nite 
underbite. Over the years, numer-
ous green turtles have appeared 
right beside me. At Kamano Bay 
(Nishimura), the honu swam 
toward me. I saw it in the distance 
swimming my way so I got my 
camera ready. As it approached, it 
came closer and closer, to the point I 
began using my other hand to move 
myself backwards. I took one last 

shot before the honu rammed right 
into my camera. We were both sur-
prised! It turned and swam away.

Recently, just south of Kapaʻa, 
I saw a diff erent kind of turtle, a 
hawksbill (honu ʻea), a type not 
seen very often here. I dived to get a 
better look at its beak, which is more 
pronounced than that of a green 
turtle; it has four “tiles” between 
its eyes, where a green turtle has 
two. This beautiful creature hung 

in the ocean with me, letting me 
snap pictures. Hawaii Hawksbills 
on Maui has a program where you 
can submit photos of hawksbill 
sightings at www.hihawksbills.org. 
If it’s identifi ed as a new individual 
turtle, you get to name it. I named 
the Kapaʻa hawksbill MakaMaka 
Nui (one with many good friends).

Once at Kukio Bay, I was head-
ing back to shore when a green 
turtle came up alongside and 

looked at me, its mouth moving as 
if telling me how his day was going. 
It swam almost to the shore with 
me, peering and “talking” to me 
the entire time. Director Laura Jim 
of HPA’s Turtle Research Program, 
commented on the photo. She said 
she’d never seen a honu turn its 
head at such an angle to look at a 
human. I felt special. Be sure to check 
next month’s issue for Part 2 of Under-
water Creature Connections.

The chatty Kukio honu. Scrawled fi lefi sh posing.

A spotted burrfi sh saying “Hi!” A smiling longspine porcupinefi sh. The last shot before the honu hit my camera.

Underwater, from Page 8
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By Joy Fisher
When Hawaii Writers Guild 

organized a public reading on the 
Big Island to celebrate Women’s 
History Month recently, women 
Guild members from all over the 
island responded to the call for 
readers, but response from those 
who live in North Kohala was par-
ticularly enthusiastic. 

“We had 14 readers and fi ve of 
them came from North Kohala,” 
said Joy Fisher, the public relations 
director for the Guild. 

North Kohala Women Writers Turn Out for Women’s History Month Reading
The idea originated with Gwyn 

Gorg, the Guild’s events direc-
tor. Gorg emceed the reading, 
which was held at Tutu’s House 
in Waimea. In addition to North 
Kohala, participants came from 
Kamuela, Laupāhoehoe, Hilo, 
Keaau and one woman drove all 
the way from Pahala in the south-
ern part of the island to take part in 
the reading. 

Women were invited to share 
their writings or, in the alternative, 
the writings of other women writ-

ers. Each participant was given four 
minutes and could present fi ction, 
nonfi ction or poetry of their choice. 
Mothers, friends and women singly, 
or in community, were the most fea-
tured topics. 

Some stories alluded to common 
experiences, such as living in patri-
archy, or to very  uncommon ones, 
such as snake dancing. One story, 
“Women’s’ Night Out,” by Donna 
Beumler of Hāwī, envisioned one 
day a year when women could 
leave their homes and go anywhere 

and do anything knowing they 
would be safe because men were 
required to stay indoors that night. 

“How Belly Dancing Trans-
formed Me,” by Carla “Aleili” Orel-
lana, also from Hāwī, as a nonfi ction 
story that featured the author and 
her male snake dance partner, Sulei-
man Aziz.

Other North Kohala writers who 
participated in the event were Vir-
ginia Fortner, from Kapaʻau, Linda 
Petrucelli from Hāwī and Diane 
Revell, also from Hawi. 

REMEMBER TO OPEN YOUR PINK ENVELOPE KOHALA 
RESILIENCE HUB

Mahalo for attending and being a part of 
Kohala Resilience Hub Ohana Fun Day

- Resilience Fair on March 9, 2024
North Kohala Community Resource Center
Hamakua-Kohala Health Center
Partners In Development Foundation
Vibrant Hawaii
Parks & Recreation
Body Pro Therapy
Kohala Police Department
Kohala Fire Department
Kohala Skate Park
Kohala Pool
North Kohala Archery Club
Chubby’s
Sustainable Kohala
Hawaii Trackers
Waimea Resilience Hub
Hawaii Fentanyl Task Force
Kohala Library
HELCO
Arts for Everybody
Ho’ola Na Pua
YWAM
Master Gardeners
People Helping People
Ohana Health Plant
The Food Basket
Michael (Twingles the Clown)
Chubby’s
Island Style Grindz
Fun to Jump
Volcano Ice
January Herron-Whitehead & Annalene Williams (facepainting)

Kohala Resilience Hub Keiki Day Camp Easter Egg Hunt Fun

Photo by Kathy Matsuda 
John the Easter Rabbit came to visit the “No Bunny Left Behind” Easter 
Egg Hunt organized by Kohala Golf Course, Roots Skatepark and the 

Kohala Resilience Hub. 

Photo by Kathy Matsuda
Campers challenge their culinary skills by making homemade ice cream 

at the Keiki Day Camp.
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FFrreesshh. LLooccaall. TTaaTTTT ssttyy
We're open 

Tue - Sat: 11am - 7:30pm
Live music Thu, Fri & Sat

from 4:40 - 7:30pm
Call to place an order 
or dine in on our lanai

808.315.1542
OLu OLu Mai O`e

SECRET PHRASE FOR THE MONTH OF MAY TO UNLOCK FABULOUS DISCOUNTS: 
FEED YOUR MOM TACOS AND TELL HER SHE'S PRETTY

Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8am - 5pm

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

CCIM

Real Estate
& 2ND HOME SERVICES,LLC
“PERSONALIZED PROPERTY SOLUTIONS FOR YOU”

PUBLIC FORUM
Estate Solutions Made Simple

OPTIONS FOR YOU: 1031 * Sale/Leaseback 
* Rentals: long or short-term? Sat. 5/11, 1 PM

54-3876 Akoni Pule #3 upstairs behind Ackerman Gallery * 
Kapa’au. Credentials at www.kre2.com

April K. Lee, RB, BA   808-989-5995

Safety Improvements 
Proposed Near Schools: 

Public Feedback 
Requested

The County of Hawaii has proposed 
traffic safety improvements on roads 

fronting Kohala Middle School and 
Kohala Elementary and High Schools. 
Scan the QR codes with your phone to 

see maps showing the projected traffic 
improvements. As the maps will be too 

small to see clearly on your phone, 
forward the images to your email 

address to view on a larger screen. 
Please send  comments by May 29 to 

cindy.evans@hawaiicounty.gov.

Courtesy of Hawaii County

● Afaga, Kristine Joy
● Afaga, Makenzie
● Ancheta Morin, Ezra
● Angelo, Taniel
● Antonio, Jasabell
● Apollo, Jennifer
● Arraujo-Medeiros, Promise
● Bartsch, Taeya
● Bermudez, Natasha
● Bosque, Roman
● Bumanglag, Arianne
● Cambra, Anela
● Carlos-Caravalho, Teygan
● Catrett, Kahaka
● Cazimero-Bautista, Ryzen
● Ching, Kody
● Chittenden, Kawehi
● Cornejo, Lluvia
● Damasco, Shaina Mae
● Duque, Denali
● Emeliano, Trini
● Faisca, Julia
● Fernandez, Joden
● Fuertes, Camille
● Galam, Maekayela
● Garro, Raquel
● Gutierrez, Kuana
● Hansen, Titan
● Hirano, Kaylee

Congratulations to the KHS Graduating Class of 2024!

● Ittner, Kayzen
● Kaolowi, Keycinth
● Kapeliela, Kassidy
● Kauka, Landon
● Kupukaa, Savannah
● Lactaoen, Kainoa
● Lewis, Ku’upau
● Lewis, Landon
● Lum, Yvanka Leyria
● Majors, Natalie Mae
● Mattos, Wyatt
● Millet, Ashley
● Morris, Dillan
● Mundon, Eleah
● Nakamura, Kiona
● Nicolas, Princess Shalei
● Pascual, Matias
● Perez, Lulia
● Polelia, Isaiah
● Ramos, James
● Ryder, Alyssa
● Salvador, Jayline
● Santiago, Kaneesha
● Secuya, Alan
● Souza-Akau, Alexius
● Stenson, Edward
● Sugse, Tatiana
● Tayan-Germano, 
   Daysha Lynn

● Tayan-Mathews, 
   Shaelynn
● Thomas, Keilla
● Van Housen, Adela
● Woods, Kaleolani
● Yamamoto, Zen

GRADUATION
CEREMONY

Sat 
May 25, 
@ 2PM

Hisaoka Gymnasium, 
Kamehameha Park

KHS & KES School Zone 
Safety Improvements

Scan here to see the maps

KMS School Zone 
Safety Improvements

Scan here to see the maps
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Weekly Events in  MAY 2024
DAY START END EVENT VENUE CONTACT (808)

M-S 8:30AM narcotics TALK STORY rainbow cafe

MON 9am Senior Club @ CIVIC CENTER kohalaseniors@gmail.com

11:30am senior dance classes KIC 238-6111

4PM 5:30PM tool library 54-3842 Akoni Pule Hwy 213-7779

4:30PM RMD TAIKO CLASSES HUB HALE 895-2025

5:30PM Defiant Brats (WOMENS' AA) Ainakea Home 747 9627

TUE 8AM 9am NARCOTICs ANONYMOUS near skate park 805-452-9501

8AM 9AM Tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

8am yoga/pilates beginner class outside hisaoka gym 333-8275

4:30pm 6pm belly dance fitness call for location 238-6111

4:30pm Kohala cares food drive st augustine's ALOHAPETER
@YAHOO.COM

5PM 6PM CHOIR PRACTICE  st augustine's 889-5390

5:30PM 7PM PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

wed 10AM 11AM STORY TIME  (NOT 5/8) NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

12pm 6pm thrift shop st augustine's 889-5390

2pm 4pm open guided art studio Artists' co-op 960-3597

2PM 3PM LEGO CLUB: 5/1, 5/22
BOARD GAMES: 5/15, 5/29
KEIKI CRAFT:

NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

3:30 pm 4:30pm RMD TAIKO CLASSES (not 1st wed) HUB BARN 895-2025

6PM 8PM free Meal and Bible Study Kalahikiola Church 218-4872

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm spiritual healing service 54-3876 Akoni Pule Ste 4 989-5995

7PM Alcoholics Anonymous Ainakea Home 747 9627

THU 8:30AM 10AM tool library 54-3842 Akoni Pule Hwy 213-7779

9AM 10:15PM Healing Circle for addicts Nani's Garden 805-452-9501

5pm open circle meditation (not 2nd) keokea beach park 889-5390

5:30pm 7pm PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8PM Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

6:30pm Al Anon meeting Kalaikiola Church 802-334-8447

FRI 8am Narcotics anonymous meeting Wiley Hall on Iole 805-452-9501

8am 9am tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

5:30pm 7:30pm Friday Fun Night:
ukulele with hope keawe
dinner and teen night

st augustine's 889-5390

SAT 8AM 1PM COMMUNITY FARMERS MARKET KAMEHAMEHA PARK 225-3666

8AM 12PM FARMERS MARKET THE HUB 313-338 -7090

8am 10am tool library 54-3842 Akoni Pule Hwy 213-7779

Sun 6pm 7pm Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm 8pm RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING hub barn 805-452-9501

An Experiential Store:
•Sit Under the Copper Pyramid • Relax in the Scalar Field
• Browse for Crystals, Chimes, Native Flutes & Drums, 
Singing Bowls, Fairy Doors, Essential Oils, Jewelry and 

Items That Can Help You
Experience Peace and Deep Joy. 
Downtown Hawi, Next to Algood Hawaii

808-796-3333
www.ryvhawaii.com

Congratulations to these Kohala High School students who made 
the Q3 2023-2024 Principal’s List with a G.P.A. of 4.0+:

● Afaga, Makenzie ● Blanco, Ascher ● Douglas, Zalea ● Emeliano, Gabriel
● Hansen, Titan ● Kimball, Christine ● Kuhr, Cyrus ● Kupukaa, Savannah
● Majors, Natalie Mae ● Miyamoto, Ayla ● Perez, Kalea ● Perez, Eden 
● Salvador, Jayline ● Salvador-Libron, Isaac ● Sasaki, Averie 
● Thomas, Keilla ● Van Housen, Adela ● Walsh, Kirah

Congratulations to these Kohala High School students who made 
the Honor Roll with a G.P.A. of 3.5-3.99:

● Arraujo-Medeiros, Promise ● Basilio, Jussaine ● Baun, RC 
● Belmarez, Mateo ● Cambra, Kalena ● Cambra, Anela ● Cornejo, Lluvia 
● Damasco, Shaina Mae ● Emeliano, Trini ● Fuertes, Camille 
● Godoy, Madisyn ● Hawkins, Leah ● Heu-Mathieu, Amillio 
● Howard, Liam ● Jose, Jensel Merice ● Kaai, James-Conrad 
● Kapeliela, Kassidy ● Kawe, Terongomau awa wai ● Lucas, Noreen 
● Matsuda, Kenneth ● Millet, Ashley ● Nakamura, Kiona 
● Nicolas, Princess Shalei ● Olson, Chavis ● Ontiveros, Mari 
● Ramos, James ● Rees, Soul ● Stenson Jr., Edward 
● Suetos, Gabriel Timothy ● Sugse, Tatiana ● Terrell, Pela 
● Valenzuela-Conte, Kailani ● Van Berg, River ● Wilson, Hezekiah

Congratulations to these Kohala High School students who 
earned Honorable Mention with a G.P.A. of 3.0-3.49:

Honorable Mention (3.0-3.49) 

● Afaga, Kristine Joy ● Almazan, Margarrette ● Amnuankhana, Ponpailin 
● Ancheta AhPuck, Sheldon ● Ancheta DeMello, Kaleilani 
● Apollo, Jennifer ● Ariola, Jered ● Ariola, Jazelle ● Artiga, Ricardo 
● Bautista, Alyssa Marie ● Bolosan, Aadyn ● Caravalho, Lilyanna 
● Caravalho-Soares, Kenneth ● Carvalho, Loryn-Rose 
● Cureg, Princes Rain ● Damasco, Barbie Def ● Drew, Nicole 
● Elmer, Adam ● Faisca, Alexander ● Fernandez, Joden
● Francisco, Rhobie Kyle ● Franco, Aundrea ● Galam, Maekayela 
● Hensley, Trevon ● Hirano, Kaylee ● Hirayama, Kylea ● Hook, Esaias 
● Hooke, Nainoa ● Hutchinson, Hiro ● Ishimine, Ava-Grace 
● Jessop, Madelyn ● Kaitoku, Daylan ● Kauka, Layden ● Kemper, Remy 
● Keohuloa, Haumea ● Keyes, Kymani ● Kobeney, Lucky ● Leong, Ihilani 
● Lum, Yvanka Leyria ● Mackillop, Solomon ● Mackowiak, Crimson 
● Manantan, Jordan ● Marquez, Sydnie ● Marquez, Kalia 
● Medeiros, Evany ● Medeiros, Jeremiah ● Morris, Benjamin 
● Murry, Dante ● Oandasan, Dillon ● Pascual, Tyler ● Pascual III, Matias 
● Perez, Lulia ● Perez-Bobek, Halia ● Prentice, Jean Luke 
● Roxburgh, Uriah ● Salvador, Mary Joy ● Sandlin, Jaden 
● Sandlin, Julian ● Secuya, Destinee ● Stevens, Stacenwayne 
● Tabiolo, Royden ● Tayan-Germano, Daysha Lynn ● Terry, Kiara 
● Valdez, Erinielle Irish ● Viernes, Alston Hezekiah ● Yee, Teyla-Rose

Kohala High School Recognizes 
Performance with Academic Honors
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WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

Kohala Baptist Church

Please join us Sundays for Bible study  
at 9 AM  in the chapel and 

Worship at 10:30 AM outside
 under the Royal Poinciana tree

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church
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   Rev Elias Escanilla 808-889-6436

Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church

Hawi, Hawai’i  •  The Welcoming Church
Masses: Saturday 5 pm

Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am
Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am

Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm 

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM

On the right approx. one mile past the
Kohala Middle School In Halaula
Rev. Masanari Yamagishi 
(808)798-2075

May Service
Sunday, May 19, 10:00 a.m.

54-3876 Akoni Pule Hwy, Upstairs 
Kapa’au Vet & Behind Akerman Gallery 

Meetings also  ON ZOOM
Contact Rev. Lee:  

TSHE.org@Protonmail.com 
808-989-5995

Sunday Worship 
Service 10 AM

Wednesday Spiritual 
Healing Service 7 PM

We Have Proof; Life is Forever

Kalahikiola Church
Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Program 9:30 am
Tuesday Prayer 11:30 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm

53-540 'Iole Rd., Kapa'au
www.kalahikiolacc.com

Pastor Mark Blair
E Komo Mai!

“Since 1832, proclaiming Jesus Christ 
to Kohala”

J. Lorenzo Construction
QUALITY CONSTRUCTION

AT ITS BEST
• Reasonable prices
• Fast turnover time

• Residential, commercial,
  industrial or remodeling

John Lorenzo
Lic# BC13017

896-0432
lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

• 35 years of experience 
  with projects done all
  over Kohala

Open: 
Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30

Sat   9 - 3
889~5077

Hair Spectrum
Family Salon

HINOKAWA 
ELECTRIC LLC

License    C-16154   C-38804
P.O. Box 280

55-768 Hawi Rd.
Hawi, HI 96719

rod@hinokawaelectric.com
808-960-5738

Locksmith
808-889-5613

High Voltage Specialist
Parts Department 

888-581-0343 | 887-733-912387 733 91

    Rocky Mnt. Growler       Lil’ Buddy              Wild Flow

Photo by Tom Morse
Local Boyz are Kohala’s team in the Kupuna Softball League.Twenty-two teams play on the Big Island from 

January through June. A tournament for this island will be held in July in Hilo, followed by the state tournament in 
August.

Bottom Row: Alterry Murai, Tony Ayoso, Kelly Asai, Harry Cabrera
Second Row: Greg Chilton, Greg Galan, Stan Gonsalves

Third Row: Guy Nakamura, Jim Scancella, Steve Maeda, Ted Matsuda 
Fourth Row: Eddie Kise, Andrew Stevens, Ben Bruno

Fifth Row: Steve Nakamura, Jim Trump, Matthew Roxburgh

Local Boyz 2024
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Kohala High School Culinary 
students showcased their skills at 
the Hawaii Restaurant Association 
Top Tracer Golf Event from March 
25–29. The event serves as a fund-
raiser for the Hawaii Restaurant 
Association Education Founda-
tion, which channels the raised 
funds towards providing scholar-
ships and teacher grants to ProStart 
culinary students in Hawaii’s high 
schools. 

The Hawaii Restaurant Asso-
ciation Educational Foundation 
ProStart Culinary Program was 
established with a vision to boost 
Hawaii’s restaurant and hospital-
ity industry by off ering educa-
tional programs, fostering industry 
engagement, and promoting the 
industry to upcoming generations. 

Kohala High students uses their 
skills to create Pipikaula Poke and 

KHS Culinary Students Shine at Golf Event

KHS Culinary students (left to right) Lluvia Cornejo, Ashley Millet, Joden 
Fernandez, Taniel Angelo and Jennifer Apollo. Pipikaula poke.

Uala Haupia Pie. 
Special thanks to Hawaii Prince 

Hotel and Chef Jeremy for lodgings 
and use of their kitchens.

Kohala High School Girls Softball Team

Courtesy of Kohala High School
Left to Right: Lluvia Cornejo, Sydnie Marquez, Daysha Tayan-Germano, Kalia Marquez, Mahea Pang,      

Faith Alejandro-Cazimero, Kailani Valenzuela-Conte, Kaneesha Santiago, Camille Fuertes, Savannah Kupuka’a
Not pictured: Trinity Keawe

Coach: Mikayla Kekoa
Assistant Coach: Tammy Elarco
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MONTHLY CALENDAR MAY 2024

Email calendar listings to:  kohalacalendar@gmail.com
Subscribe to our montly calendar on https://kohalamountainnews.com/events/month/

Did you know? 
The Kohala Mountain  

News is online at
kohalamountainnews.com

Now SEARCHABLE 
back to 2011

Located at the bottom of  Hawi Rd.

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
 •  Propane

CARTOW
KOHALA

889-1061

Date DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

4/28 Sun 4:30 PM 6:00 PM Hawai’i Wildfire Talk Walker Hall St Augusine’s 808-889-5390

5/1 WED 4:00 PM 7:00 PM KOHALA NIGHT MARKET VENDORS & ENTERTAINMENT HUB BARN 808-889-5523

5/1 WED 4:30 PM Kohala Community Access Group NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

5/1 WED 7:00 PM Temple of Spiritual Healing Grief support group 54-3876 Akoni Pule Ste 4 808-989-5995

5/3 FRI 3:00 PM 6:00 PM MARK JOHNSON OPENING RECEPTION OLENA GALLERY 808-345-1779

5/3 FRI 4:00 PM HEALTH & WELLNESS GROUP NKCDP KOHALA RESILIENCE HUB imuakohala@gmail.com

5/4 Sat 8:00 AM 11:00 AM Thrift Shop St Augusine’s 808-889-5390

5/4 SAT 12:00 PM 4:00 PM CREATIVE COLLAGE Art show Artists’ cooperative 808-854-1058

5/6 MON 5:00 PM 6:30 PM Chess Club All ages welcome! NK Public Library 808-889-6655

5/7 TUE 4:30 PM Advisory Group MEETING NKCDP Judiciary Building imuakohala@gmail.com

5/8 WED 9:00 AM AFFORDABLE HOUSING GROUP NKCDP POMAIKA`I CAFE imuakohala@gmail.com

5/8 WED 5:00 PM GROWTH MANAGEMENT GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

5/11 Sat 9:00 AM 1:00 PM Mama Jam Mother’s Day Bazaar St Augusine’s 808-889-5390

5/13 MON 5:30 PM 7:00 PM Poetry Workshop Bring your poems by to work on and share! NK Public Library 808-889-6655

5/14 TUE 11:00 AM 12:00 PM Book Club Horse by Gwendolyn Brooks NK Public Library 808-889-6655

5/15 WED 3:30 PM UTILITIES GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

5/15 WED 5:00 PM PARKS, ROADS VIEW PLANES GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

5/16 THU 9:00 AM 11:00 AM Sacred Heart Food Basket Sacred Heart Catholic Church 808-889-5115

5/18 SAT 9:00 AM 1:00 PM Hoaʻāina Stewardship Day Niuliʻi Hala Grove Registration opens May 6
register at: koha.la/hoaaina2024

Kēōkea BEACH RD 808-887-6411

5/20 MON 5:30 PM 6:30 PM Sound Bath Unique immersive experience of being 
“bathed” in sound.

NK Public Library 808-889-6655

5/23 thu 4:30pm 7pm agriiculture meeting cdp & focus groups, potluck by hff hub barn imuakohala@gmail.com

5/28 Tue 5:30 PM Tiny Church Concerts featuring Anne Pontius & Sharon Sauer St Augusine’s 808-889-5390

5/28 TUE 6:00 PM Hawaii Farmers Union United facebook.com/KohalaChapterHFUU/ HUB BARN kohala.hfuu@gmail.com

5/29 wed 4:00 PM Restorative Yoga Therapy class With Carla Orellana - BY request CALL FOR LOCATION 808-238-6111
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KOHALA HIGH SCHOOL RECOGNIZES PERFORMANCE WITH ACADEMIC HONORS

OPEN:
MON TO SAT 8AM - 7PM 

SUNDAY 8AM - 1PM
(808) 889-5413

HOT DEALS FOR 5/1-5/14/24 

“Always leave with a Smile”

CHIPS AHOY
     7-13 OZ 

FRANKS 
FOODS
FRANKS  16 oz

AMANO 
KAMABUKO 
5.5 OZ 

MID PAC
SAUCES 
12 oz  

PEPSI 
24 PACK  
ASST  FLAVORS

SKIPPY
PEANUT BUTTER 
16.3 OZ 

MEADOW GOLD 
ORANGE JUICE 
       64 OZ

MEADOW GOLD 
ICE CREAM  
48 OZ  

GOLD LEAF
CHICKEN THIGHS
      5 LB 

MAYS 
BEEF PATTIES 
32 OZ

$6.89 2/$7

$7.89  $4.99

$3.09 $2.19

$5.99 $3.99

$18.99 $12.99

$4.89 $3.19

$7.19 $4.99

$8.59 $5.89

$11.99 $7.69

$15.99 $9.99

By Libby Leonard
As another school year is about 

to wrap up, the Kohala Elemen-
tary School’s Mālama Pono Garden 
closes out a banner year of growth 
on many levels. 

Located off  a dirt road on Akoni 
Pule Highway in front of the school, 
the lush garden began in 2010 as a 
response to the needs of students 
and to address food security in the 
community. 

Currently run by Heather 
Brovsky, the garden sees around 
350 students from pre-K to fi fth 
grade. They contribute to the garden 
through weekly Garden Discovery 
classes, where they get hands-on, 
experiential learning and get to har-
vest food for themselves and their 
families. 

“They love coming and I’ve 
found more and more that the 
garden is the teacher, and they are 
their own guides for what they are 
interested in, cultivating their sense 
of presence and wonder,” said 
Brovsky. 

Recently they completed a fun-
draiser to buy a personal weather 
station that measures temperatures, 
humidity, pressure, rainfall, wind 
speed and direction. 

Since it’s been hooked up, Kohala 
residents have been able to look up 
local weather through their station 
on the Weather Underground web-
site. 

Thanks to a generous grant in the 
last year, the garden was also able to 
expand from two acres to fi ve acres. 
They reclaimed those three acres 
from dense, 16-foot-high guinea 

Banner Year for Kohala Elementary’s School Garden

grass. It was cleared out largely by 
Jon Taylor, who does garden main-
tenance. 

“I win the lottery every day,” 
Taylor said of working there, adding 
that he likes being with the kids. 

After the land was cleared, vol-
unteers helped plant fi fty food trees, 
including ‘ulu, coconut, avocado, 
mango, cacao, lychee, and starfruit. 
These went in alongside the existing 
rollinia, citrus, soursop, papaya and 
banana trees. They were also able 
to plant twenty native trees such 
as koa, sandalwood, and kukui. 
They added a farm fi eld of Hawai-
ian staple crops like kalo, ‘uala and 
pala’ai. Finally, they planted a new 
Hawaiian La’au Lapa’au medicinal 
garden with ‘olena, mamake, mul-
berry, aloe, noni, and cotton, all of 
which aid not only in food security 
but cultural preservation. 

The garden has also become a 

sanctuary for others. She said teach-
ers bring their classes there for les-
sons, reading time, oli (chant) and 
kilo (silent observation). 

While Brovsky’s position is 
funded, the garden isn’t, so its prog-
ress has come through fundraising, 
donations, and partnerships with 
others. These organizations include 
the Fruit Tree Planting Foundation, 
the Hawai’i School Garden Net-
work, and Organic Matters in Kona, 
who donates truckloads of compost. 

“People are incredibly generous 
all the time,” Brovsky said. 

She also said if they have extra 
food in the garden after feeding the 
kids, they sell it to Kohala Grown 
and through the Kohala Food Hub, 
where the funds go right back into 
the program. 

The garden is also supported by a 
network of intergenerational volun-
teers with youth mentors from the 

local middle school and high school, 
and community members who serve 
as guest teachers. Last summer, the 
garden hosted workshops for the 
community led by guest teachers on 
syntropic agroforestry, Korean Nat-
ural Farming, and composting. She 
hopes to do more workshops over 
the summer. 

“I just like involving the com-
munity in the garden because there 
are so many incredible people in our 
community that are masters of their 
craft or skill,” she said, adding that 
seeing them also gives the kids the 
sense that there are so many things 
they can do in the world that are 
productive and contribute to the 
community. 

Moving forward, Brovsky said 
they are still hoping to build more 
pig-proof fencing. Someone had also 
started building a processing facility 
near the garden on the property, and 
they hope to one day fi nish that so 
they could realize their vision of a 
farm-to-cafeteria program. 

Until then, it’s another year in 
the books for Kohala’s keiki learning 
how to be good stewards of the land. 
“We take care of the garden and the 
garden takes care of us,” Brovsky 
said. 

If anyone wants to connect, 
share plants, or potentially off er a 
workshop in the garden, please con-
tact Malama.Pono.Garden@gmail.
com. To donate, please visit: bit.
ly/3PwsomE.

Lastly, if you’d like to check 
the weather through Mālama 
Pono’s weather station, go to bit.
ly/49BPTrS.

Photo by Easten Tanamoto
Volunteers and keiki take moment to pose during the tree planting 

community work day, sponsored by the Fruit Tree Planting Foundation in 
partnership with the Hawai’i Island School Network Garden.




