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By Lynda Wallach
On April 2 Toni Withington and 

Kaui Nakamura were showered 
with lei and thanks from the Kohala 
community. They are the fi rst two 
recipients of the Kohala Heritage 
Center’s new annual award, “Ka 
Mea Hana No Ka Pono ‘O Kohala,” 
which means “One Who Works for 
the Benefi t of Kohala.” 

 Mark Kinoshita introduced the 
evening’s event, held outdoors at 
the new STEM Center Courtyard 
at Kohala High School, where the 
round tables were elegantly set for 
the dinner to come. Audrey Velo-
ria off ered the pule, and Pat Ako, 
Board President of the Kohala Heri-

Kohala Heritage Center 
Awards Bestowed

tage Center, shared that the mission 
of the Center is “to collect, preserve, 
promote and celebrate the diverse 
history of North Kohala” and that 
the award is given to honor those 
who have “created and worked for 
the benefi t of Kohala, humbly and 
with earnest care for our commu-
nity, by perpetuating the heart of 
ʻāina and our culture.”

Toni Withington was then 
introduced by Bill Graham, who 
described a few of the many projects 
Toni has given her time and atten-
tion to over the years, from protect-
ing Kohala from overdevelopment 
in the 1980s, to her unstoppable 

Photos by Malcom Askew
Kohala Heritage Center honorees Kaui Nakamura and Toni Withington.

By David Gibbs
The North Kohala Tool Library 

(NKTL) is celebrating a major mile-
stone with the expansion and reor-
ganization of its community space, 
making it easier than ever for resi-
dents to access the tools they need 
for home projects, repairs and cre-
ative pursuits.

The continually improving 
layout refl ects months of thought-
ful planning and hands-on eff ort 
from manager Harry Taylor and the 
amazing volunteer tooligans. Shelv-
ing has been redesigned, tools are 
more intuitively grouped, and sig-
nage is in the works to guide mem-
bers quickly to what they need. 

Tool Library Unveils Expanded Space, 
New Workshops for 2026

Whether you’re tackling home or 
auto repair, starting a garden, or 
experimenting with a new craft, 
the refreshed space removes barri-
ers, simplifi es the borrowing pro-
cess and is somewhere people can 
come not just to borrow tools, but to 
imagine what they can build next.

The expansion underscores 
NKTL’s mission to increase access, 
reduce waste, and build commu-
nity resilience by sharing resources. 
With over one thousand tools avail-
able—from basic hand tools to 
specialized equipment—members 
can borrow most items at no cost, 
saving money while reducing the 

Photo by Clark Jones 
Harry Taylor, tool library manager, conducts a stained glass workshop.

On February 26, the Kohala 
High School FFA club competed at 
the statewide competition held at 
Konawaena High School. Kohala 
FFA placed in several categories, 
including agricultural demonstra-
tions of chicken processing and cal-
amansi pickling. Pickled calamansi 
is a traditional Filipino condiment 
with a complex fl avor profi le cre-
ated by fermenting the fruit.

In October 2025, the club com-
peted at the 98th Annual National 
FFA Convention & Expo in India-
napolis, Indiana. After eight hours 
in the arena, evaluating eight diff er-

KHS Wins at FFA Statewide Competition
ent horses, they placed in the top 10 
for horse evaluation.

Dean Snelling, a Kohala High 
alumnus and natural resources 
teacher, leads the FFA club at 
Kohala High. It is one of the largest 
chapters in the state. The school did 
not have an FFA club when Snel-
ling was a student but six years ago, 
when he returned as a teacher, he 
started the club.

Snelling says that career and 
technology education pathways 
have been revitalized in Hawaii’s 
public education system. Kohala 
High has four paths from which stu-

dents can choose: culinary, nursing, 
construction and natural resources.

Snelling teaches natural 
resources, where students focus 
on agriculture and get hands-on 
experience. Part of that experience 
is belonging to the FFA club. He 
sees this education is critical in two 
ways. Firstly, the students must 

know where their food comes from. 
Secondly, students must have a way 
to engage with businesses, have 
internships, work on projects and 
participate in clubs like FFA.

Beginning in 1928 as the Future 
Farmers of America, in 1988 the organiza-
tion changed its name and is now known 
as the National FFA Organization.
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NKCDP Advisory Group Agenda
Date: Monday, May 4, 2026, 
Time: 4:30 p.m.  
Place: Senior Center (behind the statue)

AGENDA

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS
Kohala residents are encouraged to attend and voice their opinion on issues. They may even 
recommend actions and suggest subjects not presently addressed.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS (Please see adjacent NKCDP Meeting Notes for information on 
issues currently being addressed.)

Affordable Housing – Housing needs for families in Kohala.
Agriculture – The future of agriculture in our area.
Community Access – Ways for Kohala residents to have more mauka and makai access.
Growth Management – Zoning, permits, and variance requests and how they affect us.
Health and Wellness – Kohala health care infrastructure and emergency response.
Parks, Roads, View Planes and Erosion Control – Infrastructure problems and projects.
Utilities – Utility and waste stream issues.

NEW BUSINESS

PUBLIC INPUT AND AGENDA SUGGESTIONS FOR THE NEXT MEETING

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Tool, from Page 1

Awards, from Page 1

808-796-3333
www.ryvhawaii.com

Woo-Woo Shop:
• Sit Under the Copper Pyramid • Relax in the 

Scalar Field • Browse for Crystals, Chimes, 
Native Flutes & Drums, Singing Bowls, Fairy 

Doors, Essential Oils, Jewelry and Items That 
Can Help You Experience Peace and Deep Joy. 

Downtown Hawi, Next to Algood Hawaii

eBikes Hawaii Big Island
64-1007 Mamalahoa Hwy  in Waimea
ebikeshawaiibigisland.com 808-796-0620

determination to protect Kohala’s 
coastline. It is because of her tireless 

eff orts that so much of our coastline 
has been preserved for future gen-

Guests enjoying the dinner prepared by students from the KHS Culinary 
Arts Program.

erations, he explained. It is a rare 
issue of the Kohala Mountain News 
that does not have at least one arti-
cle by Toni informing the commu-
nity of the work she and the many 
groups she is affi  liated with are 
doing to keep Kohala Kohala. Toni 
was then presented with a beautiful 
handmade quilt, by Audrey Veloria, 
and enthusiastically applauded by 
all present. 

Kumu Hula Kaui Nakamura 
was then introduced by Michael 
Clement, President of Na Kupuna O 
Kohala hula halau. He related how 
community service has always been 
an important part of Kaui’s life, 
beginning in grade school when she 
helped both sets of grandparents in 
feeding the homeless, volunteering 
at hospitals, and helping the dis-
abled.

 Later, she made helping the 
community her career through 
her job in State Social Services. All 
along she has shared her love of 
hula and Hawaiian culture with 
the keiki, opio, and kupuna of 
Hula Halau Kalaniumi A Liloa and 
Na Kupuna O Kohala, as well as 

overseeing multiple years of King 
Kamehameha Day events, and May 
Day ceremonies in the schools. Kaui 
too received a beautiful handmade 
quilt from Audrey Veloria, and the 
enthusiastic applause of all present. 

After the awards, a wonderful 
dinner was served by Kohala High 
School Culinary Arts students, who 
had also prepared the meal, under 
the direction of Traci Figueroa. Two 
salads and three main courses were 
served family style to each table, 
followed by a plate of cupcakes in 
several delicious fl avors. 

As a tribute to Toni and Kumu 
Kaui, the dancers of Na Kupuna O 
Kohala performed three hulas and 
then James Hustace, our County 
Council representative, closed the 
celebration by adding his congratu-
lations to the two honorees. After a 
wonderful evening the crowd rose, 
joined hands and sang together 
Hawaii Aloha. 

Mahalo to the volunteers who 
made the event such a success and 
to Sharon Hayden, vice president of 
the executive board, for her tireless 
work on behalf of the Center.

need for unnecessary purchases.
Community members are 

encouraged to stop by, explore 
the new space, and learn how to 
become a member. Many fi rst-time 
visitors are surprised by both the 
breadth of available tools and the 
simplicity of the borrowing process.

In addition to the physi-
cal improvements, NKTL is also 
launching an exciting new work-
shop series that will run throughout 
2026. Beginning this spring, work-
shops will be held every third Satur-
day of the month from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m., off ering hands-on learn-
ing opportunities in a supportive, 
community-centered environment.

The fi rst workshop, an Introduc-
tion to Stained Glass, will take place 
on May 16. Participants will learn 
foundational techniques and leave 
with their own handcrafted piece of 
stained glass artwork. Future work-
shops will cover a variety of practi-
cal and engaging topics, including 
knife sharpening; a “power tool 
petting zoo,” where participants 
can try out diff erent tools; bike 
maintenance; and more.

Workshops are off ered with 
a suggested donation of $25 per 
person. Due to the hands-on nature 
of the sessions, capacity is lim-

ited, and participants are required 
to pre-register at least one week 
in advance. Those interested can 
reserve a spot by calling or texting 
808-213-7779 or by emailing man-
ager@nktl.org.

The expanded space and new 
programming mark an exciting 
chapter for the North Kohala Tool 
Library as it continues to grow as a 
hub for skill-building, sustainabil-
ity, and community connection. 

Finally, NKTL would like to 
extend a warm mahalo for the con-
tinued support through generous 
grant funding from the Dorrance 
Family Foundation and the Ather-
ton Family Foundation. It is with 
their generous support along with 
community-supported program 
revenue–including membership 
donations, individual donations, 
tool and materials sales, tool loan 
and late fees–that NKTL is able to 
continue to provide this unique and 
valuable service. This is the only 
tool library on Hawaii Island.

For those looking to start a proj-
ect, learn something new, or simply 
see what’s possible with the right 
tools, just drop in. NKTL’s doors 
are open Monday and Tuesday 4–6 
p.m., Thursday 8 a.m.–1 p.m. and 
Saturday 8 a.m.–5 p.m. We look for-
ward to seeing you!
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MON TO SAT 8AM - 7PM & SUNDAY 8AM - 4PM

“Always leave with a Smile”“““ llll ll ii hhh SSS iill ””

HOT DEALS FOR 04/22/26 - 05/05/26

808 - 889 - 5261
OPEN:

FRANK FOODS 
PORTUGUESE 
SAUSAGE 12oz

$5. 4
9

$7.79
$10. 99 

$13.29
$2. 29

$3.29

CLUB 
SHOYU 
GALLON

AMANO 
KAMABOKO 
5.5OZ

FRANK 
FOODS REDS 
16oz

GOLD LEAF 
5lbs BOX 
THIGHS

RED 
BUTANE

DIAMOND G 
RICE 
15LBS

NABISCO 
CHIPS AHOY 
ASSORTED

NABISCO 
RITZ 
CRACKERS 
ASSORTED

HERSHEYS 
KING SIZE 
BARS 
ASSORTED

HEARTH & 
HARVEST 
WHITE/WHEAT
22oz

$5. 69

$7.89
$8. 99

$12.99
$1. 99

$2.89

$14
. 99

$19.99
2/$8

$6.99
2

/$8
$7.29

$2. 99

$4
.79

$6. 99

$8.99

By Lynda Wallach
There were fewer reports than 

usual from the subcommittees at 
the April 6 meeting of the North 
Kohala Community Development 
Plan Advisory Group (NKCDP 
AG), as several meetings had been 
canceled because of the kona low 
storm. Aff ordable Housing did 
meet and Jack Hoyt reported the 
meeting was devoted to prepar-
ing for the `Ohana Fun Day which, 
unfortunately, was also canceled. 
The event will now become part of a 
Community Resilience Fair, which is 
being put together by the County, in 
partnership with community part-
ners, Civil Defense and Hawaiian 
Electric. Our County Council repre-
sentative, James Hustace, is working 
with all the parties to schedule the 
fair for the end of August. At that 
time, the group intends to present an 
updated aff ordable housing survey 
with questions focusing on apart-
ment/home rental aff ordability. The 
group also plans to have a sign-up 
sheet for a fi nancial seminar for 
self-help applicants. Applicants cur-
rently need to take an online course 
followed by a test, but the group 
believes an in-person class would 
be more helpful. The group has cre-
ated a handout which consolidates 
the seven-page self-help application 
on the Hawaii Island Community 
Development Corporation (HICDC) 
website down to two pages. The 
handout is available at the Kohala 
Community Resource Center, but 
the Center does not handle or help 
with the applications. 

April 2026 NKCDP AG Meeting Notes
Kohala’s Self-help Phase 3 in on 

hold since it is planned to follow 
Waimea’s self-help project, which 
has been delayed. 

Annalene Williams reported that 
the Agriculture subcommittee met 
with the CEO of ‘Iole. Five years ago, 
the New Moon Foundation donated 
‘Iole to the Hawaii Community 
Foundation. ‘Iole is a collaboration 
between HCF, University of Hawaii 
and Arizona State University. They 
only started working on the prop-
erty in 2023. A project is being dis-
cussed that would identify surplus 
water at ‘Iole which could supply a 
pipeline from ‘Iole to the Meadow 
Gold Dairy. ‘Iole has three water 
sources: the Bond tunnel, Hapa-
hapai stream, and the Watt tunnel. 
All are above the ditch and could 
feed into it during rainy times. `Iole 
could donate their seasonal amounts 
of excess water. Now, excess water 
is only watering cane grass, an inva-
sive species, so capturing and using 
it would be a better option. There are 
also other water sources that could 
be identifi ed to feed into this pipe-
line. Meadow Gold Dairy, currently 
the only operating dairy in Hawaii, 
needs water to grow feed for their 
cows. Meadow Gold would install 
and manage a four-to-six-inch pipe-
line. In time, small farmers could be 
able to tap into the pipeline. ‘Iole 
also said it would be amenable to the 
creation of a community garden on 
its property. All of this is in the early 
conceptual stage.

North Kohala farmers are 
encouraged to join the Farmer’s 

Union. There are benefi ts to being a 
member. You can join by signing up 
on their website; dues are $50 per 
year.

Toni Withington, reporting 
for Community Access said that 
$1,000,000 may been appropriated 
for improvements at Pololū lookout. 
The squatters are gone from Hapu`u-
Kapanaia but they left two cars and 
lots of garbage. The group has a proj-
ect to digitize all the maps of North 
Kohala. They will be off ered to the 
Heritage Center and to the library 
for community availability.

John Winter said that the Utili-
ties subcommittee discussed the 
stalled microgrid project in light 
of the power outages that resulted 
from the recent storm. It was sug-
gested that a letter be sent to the 
HECO executive director at the state 
level highlighting the eff ects of the 
repeated outages in our area on the 
public, particularly on healthcare 
facilities, businesses and elders. 
In addition, future scheduled out-
ages for maintenance on the Kohala 
Mountain Road line will have simi-
lar disruptive eff ects. The group will 
meet with HECO representatives at 
their next meeting.

The group plans to contact the 
Solid Waste Division of the Depart-
ment of Environmental Services to 
fi nd out the cost of transferring gre-
enwaste waste from North Kohala 
to the landfi ll. This will highlight 
the savings to the County of a local 
greenwaste processing facility in our 
area. A letter would then be writ-
ten to the Division of Solid Waste to 

propose that they use some of the 
savings to underwrite the Aikane 
start-up.

Winter also reported for Parks, 
Roads, Erosion Control and View-
planes (PREV). He said that Coun-
cilman James Hustace and the Parks 
and Recreation deputy director 
met with the public on March 11 to 
discuss the delays experienced in 
rehabilitating Māhukona Park, espe-
cially considering the $20,000,000 
estimated cost to rebuild the pedes-
trian bridge to Coconut Island that 
the mayor seems already to have 
allocated. 

There is an issue with the pro-
posed changes to high school and 
elementary school intersection. The 
changes would result in a minor 
encroachment on DOE property. 
There are also issues between the 
high school and elementary school 
and the elementary school princi-
pal doesn’t want traffi  c close to the 
fence line. The proposal is being 
withdrawn for the time being until 
everyone can come to an agreement 
on how to alleviate congestion. A 
meeting of all parties is planned.

Water is fl owing at Lapakahi. It 
is for the irrigation of native plants 
that were planted on March 9 near 
the visitor center. 

Times and places of the subcom-
mittee meetings can be found in the 
calendar section of this paper. Com-
mittees are always looking for new 
members so consider volunteering.

The next meeting of the NKCDP 
AG will be on Monday, May 4, at 
4:30 p.m. at the Senior Center.
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   Eat steak.
        See friends.
               Have fun.
Tues thru Sun 11:30 - 2:00

Now open for dinner 
on Thursdays!   

Please call for reservations.  
808-889-5555

Eatttttt stteakkk

Schedule your child’s School and Sports 
Physical today!

Dr. Liane Campbell, Pediatrician
Now seeing paƟents 18 years and younger, no maƩer your health

Insurance status or ability to pay. Sliding fee scale available to help with
discounted prices for your office visit.

Hāmākua-Kohala Health services include:

Primary care, dental services, behavioral health, pediatrics, lomi-
lomi massage, womenʻs health, tobacco treatment,

care coordinaƟon, Covid vaccinaƟon and tesƟng, substance abuse
counseling, prediabetes program and much more!

Caring for your ʻohana, Caring for you!

(808) 889-6236

Story by Lee Rivera 
We have some exciting news! 

Sacred Heart Parish Hawi is in the 
midst of planning

Project St. Damien: Pathway to 
Molokai. To give you a little sneak 
peek, we anticipate laying a foun-
dation and are in the process of pur-
chasing a life-size bronze statue of 
St. Damien. The fi rst payment has 
already been sent.

We aspire to create a walking 
area with bricks engraved with 
names in honor or in memory of 
your loved ones, set within a peace-
ful garden environment where you 
may sit, pray, and meditate. This 
project will be located fronting the 
highway on the hill next to our 
church.

There are several ways you can 
contribute:

1. Cash or check: Deliver in 
person or mail to Sacred Heart 
Hawi, P.O. Box 220, Hawi, HI 
96719. Please make checks payable 

Project Saint Damien

to Sacred Heart Hawi and note Proj-
ect St. Damien on the envelope or 
memo line of the check.

2. Online: Visit http://bit.
ly/4m4UiLK

We are also selling engraved 
bricks in two sizes:

- 4x8-inch engraved brick for a 
donation of $250

- 8x8-inch engraved brick for a 
donation of $500

These are the same bricks as 
those laid at the former Bond 
Memorial Library. Order forms 
are available at the entrance of our 
church or through our parish offi  ce.

Please note that Sacred Heart 
Church is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t 
entity and your donation is deduct-
ible to the full extent of the law.

Our projected completion date 
is May 10, 2027, in honor of the St. 
Damien Memorial

Feast Day.
Thank you in advance for your 

support!

Image by Justin Weiss 
The statue of St. Damien, as modeled by the sculptor Jay Warren, in its 

planned location at Sacred Heart Hawi.

By Mark Blair  
The Kohala Ministerial Associa-

tion, composed of several Christian 
churches of Kohala, hosted their 
annual Resurrection Celebration at 
Māhukona on Easter Sunday, April 
5. More than three hundred wor-
shippers gathered to honor Jesus 
Christ, who rose from the dead two 
thousand years ago. It was a beauti-
ful morning. 

We heard a powerful sermon 
preached by Pastor Kawika Kihara 
of the Gospel of Salvation and a 
testimony of life transformation by 
Jason Van Housen of Kalahikiola 
Church. We were led in songs of 

Kohala Easter Sonrise Celebration 
2026

praise by Pastor Jared Miyamoto 
and Daniel Diego of Overfl ow 
Church. Musical off erings were 
shared by Trisha Lashlee of Kohala 
Baptist Church and James Ka’ai 
and Kale’a Perez from Gospel of 
Salvation. An off ering of $1,423 
was collected and given in full to 
the Convoy of Hope for their relief 
work following the fl oods in our 
state, and to International Chris-
tian Response to provide Farsi lan-
guage Bibles for the fast-growing 
Christian church in Iran. After the 
celebration we enjoyed a hearty 
breakfast, which was provided by 
the members of the churches.  

Photo by Steven Hedlund
James Ka`ai and Kale`a Perez perform at the Sonrise service.
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It’s important for the Kohala 
Mountain News to receive ads and 
news submissions by the following 
deadlines. Otherwise, submissions 

may not be accommodated.

Our purpose is to enhance 
and strengthen the community 

by fostering continuous 
communication and 

understanding among the 
various cultures, residents and 

constituents.
www.kohalamountainnews.com

ABOUT US
Publisher/Ad Sales Manager

Tom Morse           345-0706
Ltmorse@aol.com

Managing Editor 
Maureen Garry        494-4237
kohalanewseditor@gmail.com

Layout & Calendar Editor 
Annalene Williams    339-4951

kohalacalendar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Jill Kupitz      896-2332

jillkupitz@gmail.com

Current Circulation 4,000
Letters to the Editor 

and Viewpoint articles 
must address issues 

aff ecting North Kohala 
and be accompanied by 

the author’s name, address 
and telephone number. 

Letters and Viewpoints are 
subject to editing, and shorter 

submissions will receive 
preference for publication.

For a twelve month 
subscription, please send your 
check for $36, made out to the 

Kohala Mountain News, 
P.O. Box 639, Kapa’au HI 96755. 

Be sure to include a note 
stating the name and mailing 

address of the recipient.

All material, either in part or in whole, is 
protected under U.S. copyright laws. ©202.

Kohala Mountain News
P.O. Box 639, 

Kapa’au, Hawai‘i  96755

Letters

See HI Rep update on Page 6

Aloha, 
On April 2, I had the pleasure 

of attending the Kohala Histori-
cal Center’s fi rst annual recogni-
tion dinner honoring members of 
the community who have given 
of themselves for the betterment 
and perpetuation of the culture of 

KHC Recognition Dinner Kudos
Kohala. 

We were treated with dinner by 
the KHS Culinary class, led by the 
talented Traci Figueroa. The food 
was delicious and followed by 
kūpuna hula. It was so inspiring 
to see this event utilize intergen-
erational partnerships in our com-

munity. Kudos to the students and 
Traci’s skilled mentoring, as well as 
to the Board of KHC – great job. 

I hope this event will continue 
for many years to come!

Mahalo,
Christine Richardson

The swimming community 
and our many visitors who swim, 
dive and snorkel at Māhukona 
Beach Park want to extend a 
heartfelt Thank You to the weld-
ing crew who traveled from Hilo 
to repair the ladder on March 31.
Pono Nakamura, our North Kohala 
Parks and Recreation district man-
ager, was present to oversee the 
repair. The ladder is now more solid 
and stable than ever, just in time for 
the summer season. 

Mahalo Nui. 
See ya out there, 

      – Claire Trester 

Mahalo Hawaii County Parks and Recreation

Photo courtesy of Claire Trester

Aloha, Kohala community:
We’ve lived here since 2005, long 

enough to remember the long lines 
at the Hawi post offi  ce before parcel 
lockers made pickups quick and 
easy.

Lately, though, many lockers are 

Post Offi  ce Locker Storage Times
being left occupied for days, some-
times longer. When packages aren’t 
picked up promptly, those lockers 
can’t be used for others—and the 
strain falls on both neighbors and 
our hardworking postal staff .

A simple reminder: please pick 

up your packages as soon as you 
can. It keeps things moving for 
everyone and helps the system 
work as intended.

Mahalo for your consideration—
and for taking care of the small sys-
tems that support our community.

– Bela Johnson

Dear Editor: 
I recently had an Amazon ship-

ment returned to Amazon by the 
post offi  ce because my P.O. box 
number appeared only on the 
second line of the mailing address. 
It turns out that the address reader 

Amazon Shipments to Kohala Post Offi  ces
used by the post offi  ce only reads 
the fi rst line of my address. If the 
box number does not appear on 
the fi rst line, the item is returned to 
Amazon.

As many of my Amazon orders 
are shipped by U.P.S., I had my 

street address on the fi rst line and 
my P.O. box on the second line. My 
postmaster advised that I revise the 
fi rst line of my address to read:

Street number, followed by 
#xxxxxx box number. For example:

1234 Hiwahiwa Street, #190667
– Tom Morse

I have been inundated with car-
dinals constantly fl ying into my 
house windows. These birds like to 
see their refl ection in the windows. 
Consequently, the noise and dirty 
windows have been bothering me 

Handy Tip
for over a year. I have tried various 
remedies, but nothing has worked. 
Then I stumbled upon a solution.

Staple screens to the outside of 
the windows. It is barely noticeable, 
and the window can be cleaned by 

removing the bottom staples, then 
reattaching them after cleaning. 
Since I have done this, those beauti-
ful but pesky birds have gone. I’m 
left with peace and quiet, and clean 
windows.

– Mary Lou Griesser

Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 8 Representative David Tarnas

As the 2026 legislative ses-
sion enters its fi nal stages, all bills 
approved by the House crossed 
over to the Senate for their consider-
ation, while the House is consider-
ing all the bills that were approved 
by the Senate. After this stage, any 
bill approved by the House and 
Senate in diff erent forms will be 
considered by joint House-Senate 
Conference Committees to nego-
tiate a fi nal version that will then 
return to both chambers for a fi nal 
vote. Any bill that is passed in the 
same form by House and Senate is 
sent to the governor for approval 
into law or veto. Vetoes can be over-
turned by the legislature by a vote 
of the House and Senate. 

Last month’s article provided 
details on bills passed by the House 
regarding ethics, campaign fi nance 
reform, elections and other “good 
government” bills. This month’s 
article provides an update on bills 
passed by the House relating to 
Native Hawaiian aff airs that sup-
port housing, cultural preserva-
tion and community support. 
The measures, developed by the 
House Committee on Judiciary & 
Hawaiian Aff airs, have now been 
transmitted to the Senate for its con-
sideration.

At the beginning of the legisla-
tive session, when the House major-
ity highlighted its priorities for the 
year, advancing policies that sup-

port Native Hawaiian families and 
communities was one of our major 
themes. To that end, the House 
Judiciary and Hawaiian Aff airs 
Committee has approved legis-
lation that provides sustainable 
sources of funding to the Depart-
ment of Hawaiian Home Lands, 
supports the interagency working 
group responsible for calculating 
the pro-rata share of ceded land 
revenues that must be paid to OHA, 
expands the successorship eligibil-
ity for Hawaiian Homeland leases, 
and strengthens the support for 
programs relating to Hawaiian cul-
ture and language. 

The following measures 

April Contributors
Malcolm Askew, TryLyn 

Corotan, David Gibbs, Mary 
Lou Griesser, Steven Hedlund, 

Tucker Henderson, James 
Hustace, Bela Johnson, Clark 
Jones, Amoo Kainoa, Min Su 
Kang, Kawika Kihara, Kohala 

High School, Dalin Ka’imi Loo,  
Tamryn Lorenzo-Akamu, Tom 
Morse, Christine Richardson, 

Lee Rivera, Leilani Silver, David 
Tarnas, Claire Trester, Kimi 
Valenzuela, Lynda Wallach, 

Justin Weiss, John Winter, Toni 
Withington.

May Deadlines
Ads and News: 5/8/26

Calendar: 5/15//26
Distribution: 5/22/26

June Deadlines
Ads and News: 6/12/26

Calendar: 6/19/26
Distribution: 6/26/26



Page 6 The Kohala Mountain News April 24, 2026

Kohala 
Dental Center

● New Patient Exams ● Teeth Whitening
● Crowns & Bridges ● Full/Partial Dentures
●Veneers ● Composite Fillings ● Implants
● Root Canal Therapy ● Wisdom Teeth

Welcoming New Patients
Call us today to request an appointment

808-889-6277

Your smile is our top priority

kohaladental.com

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas 
speaks for North Kohala as a 

member of the Hawaiʻi State House 
of Representatives.

approved by the House have 
crossed over to the Senate.

HB2049 HD3 restructures the 
conveyance tax to a marginal rate 
system for the sale of properties 
with residential use, adjusts the 
tax for multifamily properties to 
refl ect value on a per-unit basis, 
and applies a cost-of-living adjust-
ment to conveyance tax rates. Allo-
cates revenues from conveyance 
tax collections. Allocates a portion 
of conveyance tax collections to 
the Dwelling Unit Revolving Fund 
to fund infrastructure programs 
in areas that meet minimum stan-
dards of transit-supportive density. 
Allocates a portion of conveyance 
tax revenues to the Hawaiian Home 
Lands Trust Fund.

HB2309 HD1 amends the Hawai-
ian Homes Commission Act, 1920, 
as amended, to include sibling’s 
children as qualifying relatives of 
lessees for the purposes of lease 
transfer and lease successorship, in 
the same manner currently allowed 
for spouses, children, grandchil-
dren, and siblings.

HB2433 HD1 requires that pri-
ority be given to the language of a 
law that aligns with the intent of the 
Legislature if there is a diff erence 
between the English and Hawaiian 
versions of the law that is material 
to its interpretation. 

HB2046 HD2 establishes and 
appropriates funds for the ʻŌlelo 
Hawaiʻi Commission to coordinate 
and promote initiatives that sup-
port the use of ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi. Sun-
sets 12/2/2030.

HB2438 HD3 establishes the 
Hawaii Cultural Trust within the 
Department of Business, Economic 
Development, and Tourism. Estab-
lishes an income tax credit for 
contributions made to the Hawaii 
Cultural Trust and qualifi ed Hawaii 
cultural organizations, under cer-
tain conditions. Establishes a spe-
cial number plate for motor vehicles 
to support the Hawaii Cultural 
Trust. Applies the income tax credit 
to taxable years beginning after 
12/31/2026.

HB2047 HD2 amends the pro-
cess for hiring the Executive Direc-
tor of the Aha Moku Advisory 
Committee. Specifi es that the Chair-
person of the Board of Land and 
Natural Resources is responsible 
for the appointment, oversight, and 

administrative authority over the 
Executive Director of the Aha Moku 
Advisory Committee. Requires any 
formal position, recommendation, 
or advisory action of the Aha Moku 
Advisory Committee to be adopted 
at a duly noticed public meeting at 
which a quorum is present. Amends 
the reporting requirements of the 
Aha Moku Advisory Committee.

HB2104 HD2 extends the time 
to fi ll vacancies that occur during 
an Island Burial Council member’s 
term. Provides per diem compen-
sation in the form of a stipend for 
Island Burial Council members. 
Revises the Island Burial Councils’ 
quorum for business to be a major-
ity of the appointed council mem-
bers.

HB2582 HD1 amends the mem-
bership and responsibilities of the 
Public Land Trust Working Group 
established under Act 226, SLH 
2022. Requires the Working Group 
to submit four reports to the Legis-
lature: a fi rst interim report regard-
ing Act 178, SLH 2006, fi nancial 
reporting and accounting; a second 
interim report regarding the public 
land trust inventory; a third interim 
report that includes a preliminary 
draft of fi ndings and recommen-
dations regarding Act 178 fi nancial 
reporting and accounting and the 
public land trust inventory; and a 
fi nal report that includes proposed 
legislation. Authorizes the Offi  ce of 
Hawaiian Aff airs to provide admin-
istrative support to the Working 
Group in coordination with a third-
party consultant. 

HB2584 HD1 temporarily 

increases the total amount of public 
land trust revenues transferred 
to the Offi  ce of Hawaiian Aff airs, 
while reaffi  rming the State’s obliga-
tion to the twenty per cent pro rata 
share pursuant to the Hawaii State 
Constitution.

My articles over the next couple 
months will include summaries of 
the major bills approved by the leg-
islature during the 2026 legislative 
session. As always, I welcome your 
input and suggestions on legisla-
tion. Please contact me by email at 
reptarnas@capitol.hawaii.gov or by 
phone at 808-586-8510. Mahalo for 
allowing me to serve as your State 
Representative! 

Lic# BC13017

lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

HI Rep, from Page 5
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County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember James Hustace

Photo courtesy of James Hustace
Councilmember James Hustace 

represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai’i County Council District 9. 

For appointments call: 808 498-4018
Open 12-5, Monday - Friday

• Full Medicinary
   (Physician-grade supplements)

• Herbal Medicine

• Homeopathy
• Hyperbaric Chamber
• Hydrotherapy

• IV Medicine
• Ozone
• Ultrasound

Naturopathic Physician

Kohala Trade Center, Hawi

  Local 
  Foods
  Products
  Produce
  Meats
  Smoothies
  & Hot Deli
Mon - Thur 10-6, Fri 10 - 8
Sat 10 - 6 & Sun 10 - 5

Hot Lunch Menu 11- 3       808-937-4930

HEALTHY GRAB 'N GO FOOD
HINOKAWA 

ELECTRIC LLC
License    C-16154   C-38804

P.O. Box 280
55-768 Hawi Rd.
Hawi, HI 96719

rod@hinokawaelectric.com
808-960-5738

Locksmith
808-889-5613

High Voltage Specialist
Parts Department 

888-581-0343 | 887-733-912387 733 91

Dr Lisa Marinho
Over 28 years 

experience

Located in Kapa‘au

Holistic health and well-being 
for Dogs, Cats & Horses

(808) 353-8565

info@HappyPetsHealth.com

Aloha Kohala!
This spring, a series of powerful 

storms aff ected many communities 
throughout the state. If you expe-
rienced damage from the recent 
kona low systems and haven’t 
yet reported it, please contact the 
Hawaiʻi County Civil Defense 
Agency. The recent storms unfor-
tunately forced the cancellation 
of the ʻOhana Fun Day at Kame-
hameha Park. My offi  ce is work-
ing with partners to reschedule this 
resilience-focused event to later this 
year. Mahalo for showing up for 

one another during this time.
Over the past few weeks, I’ve 

had the privilege of acknowledg-
ing many outstanding individuals 
and groups across our community. 
Most recently, I had the opportunity 
to honor Toni Withington and Kaui 
Nakamura at the Kohala Heritage 
Center’s Ka Mea Hana No Ka Pono 
ʻO Kohala event. Their dedica-
tion to preserving Hawaiʻi Island’s 
cultural and natural resources 
continues to benefi t the Kohala 
community. Through advocacy and 
cultural leadership, they exemplify 
stewardship and a deep connection 
to place.

Last month, the Council passed 
Bills 127 and 128, which I co-
sponsored with Councilmembers 
Kierkiewicz and Kagiwada, respec-
tively. Bill 127 proposed the creation 
of a Construction Code Commis-
sion to provide guidance and rec-
ommendations on building safety 
and effi  ciency standards. Although 
the mayor vetoed this measure, we 
will be revisiting this discussion. 
Bill 128 established a third tax tier 
for higher-value, non-owner-occu-
pied residential properties. As we 
approach budget discussions, we 
will review tax rates for this cate-
gory along with the new long-term 
rental tax classifi cation. 

At the beginning of April, I 
introduced Resolution 513 to sup-
port a conservation easement for 

the Kealoha Family Loʻi in North 
Kohala. This eff ort would protect 
an important agricultural and cul-
tural site while supporting ongo-
ing educational and community 
use. We are also actively continuing 
our discussions on the General Plan 
and will be considering legislation 
about our short-term rental system 
with Bill 147. Please don’t hesitate 
to reach out with questions or to 
learn more about how to participate 
in Council proceedings. Mahalo for 
staying engaged.

We also began our review of the 
mayor’s proposed budget for Fiscal 
Year 2026–2027 totaling approxi-
mately $966.9 million. This repre-
sents a modest increase from last 
year. The plan emphasizes public 
safety, infrastructure improvements 
and community facilities, including 
support for fi rst responders, road 
maintenance and park upgrades. 
The capital budget includes 45 proj-
ects totaling $358.7 million, funded 

through bonds, grants and other 
sources, with a focus on long-term 
investments in infrastructure and 
community development. This 
month, the Council conducted 
a detailed review of the budget, 
meeting with departments to better 
understand their priorities, prog-
ress and challenges. These conver-
sations were an important step to 
help guide funding decisions and 
ensure alignment with community 
needs.

Lastly, I want to welcome North 
Kohala’s new police captain, Wil-
liam Derr. We are grateful for your 
service to the community.

I am honored to serve as your 
council member. You are welcome 
to email me at james.hustace@
hawaiicounty.gov, call our Waimea 
offi  ce at (808) 887-6077, or our Hilo 
offi  ce at (808) 961-8564. 

Wishing you good health and 
aloha!

The March 2026 issue included 
Part 2 of Walawala – Kohala’s For-
gotten Chiefess. We inadvertently 
neglected to give the link to the 
online document, which includes 
references. It can be found, along 
with Part 1, at bit.ly/4afXcrB. 

Correction
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To Advertise In 
The Kohala 

Mountain 
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Call Tom 
(808) 345 0706

By Amoo Kainoa
All alumni, former and current 

students, teachers, coaches, staff , 
ohana and anyone who has ever 
been part of Kohala Schools Com-
plex are invited to come to this cel-
ebration and show your “Cowboy 
Pride.” 

In a small town like Kohala, a 
school is more than a campus—
it’s a gathering place, a memory 
keeper, and the heart of our com-
munity. For generations, Kohala 
students have grown up together 
from kindergarten through grad-
uation, side by side in the same 
classrooms, on the same fi elds, and 
at the same community events. 
This year, we have a rare chance to 
celebrate something truly special: 
Kohala High School’s 100th anni-
versary. 

On July 3, 4 and 5, Kohala will 
host a once-in-a-lifetime homecom-
ing to honor 100 years of Kohala 
High School, one that we hope will 
bring alumni from across Hawaiʻi 
and around the world back home. 
Many of us on the Planning Com-
mittee are living proof of what this 
school means: for some, Kohala 
High is part of a fourth-generation 
legacy. 

The lessons learned here and 
the people who guided us like 
teachers, coaches, principals, coun-
selors, aunties, uncles and all who 
helped shape who we became. 
From these halls and sports fi elds 
came graduates who became doc-
tors, lawyers, business owners, 
educators, community leaders, 
and the everyday caretakers of our 
ʻāina and kūpuna. Kohala High 
didn’t just teach academics, it 
taught values: hard work, respect, 
teamwork, humility, and pride in 
where we come from. 

Kohala High School Turns 100

This Centennial is themed 
“Cowboys” in tribute to our proud 
heritage as the Kohala Cowboys—
a name that carries more than 
school spirit. It carries the legacy 
of paniolo life, plantation roots, 
and the strength of a community 
that has always shown up for each 
other. 

Throughout the weekend, we’ll 
celebrate with alumni entertain-
ment, intramural games, class 
and spirit competitions, a commu-
nity parade, and plenty of time to 
reconnect and talk story. We’re also 
excited to host Cowboy Church on 
Sunday, followed by a mini exhi-
bition Rodeo—a heartfelt way to 
honor our paniolo roots and the 
faith and resilience that carried 
generations of Kohala families. 
Each graduating class from 1951 to 

the present will have a gathering 
space at Kamehameha Park to set 
up, share memories, and represent 
their era with pride. We want to see 
class tents fi lled with old photos, 
sports stories, senior-year high-
lights, and all the moments that 
made your class special. Whether 
you were Class of ’62, ’79, ’03, or 
2025—this celebration is for you. 

If you’ve ever said, “Kohala 
made me who I am,” this is your 
moment to come and celebrate it. 
Bring your classmates. Bring your 
ʻohana. Bring your Cowboy pride. 
Come honor the teachers and staff  
who believed in you. Come stand 
beside the friends who knew you 
“back when.” And come be part 
of a memory that will last another 
100 years. To make this celebration 
safe, welcoming, and worthy of our 

community, we are seeking dona-
tions. Online gifts can be made 
through the North Kohala Com-
munity Resource Center donation 
page under “Kohala High School 
100 Year Celebration.” With the 
support of our community and 
partners, we can make this event 
a joyful and unforgettable cel-
ebration—one that honors our 
past, celebrates our present, and 
inspires our future. 

If you have any questions, 
please email the Kohala High 
School 100-Year Celebration 
Committee – Dennis and Lehua 
Matsuda, Amoo Kainoa, Patty 
Marquez, Maile Lincoln, Lisa Car-
valho, Kuliamai Aveiro Kalaniopio 
& Kohala High School’s Planning 
team – at kohalahundredyear@
gmail.com.

Courtesy of Kohala High School

Located at the bottom of  Hawi Rd.

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
 •  Propane

CARTOW
KOHALA

889-1061
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HOLLY ALGOOD, PB
RB22414 
Cell 808-557-0354 
holly@algoodhi.com

55-3410 Akoni Pule Hwy, 
Building 2

PO 190694, 
Hawi, HI 96719

53-4212 A Akoni Pule Highway
back unit studio. Lowest priced home 
in North Kohala $398,000

53-4044 Hiwahiwa Pl  3 BR 2BA 
with ensuite studio lower level 
$695,000 on 1/2+ acre

Homes for sale in Kapaau

www.algoodhi.com

Letters
Mr. Duncan Anderson teaches seventh grade at Kohala Middle School. Every year he asks his students to choose a problem on Hawai`i Island they would like to 

help solve. Students spend the earlier part of the school year researching and doing projects related to their chosen topic. Toward the end of the year, the students are 
charged with bringing their message out to the community in whatever way they see fi t. Part of that goal can be accomplished by writing a Letter the Editor for publi-

cation in the Kohala Mountain News. The following are some of those letters.

How to Help Protect Coral Reefs

Dear Swimmers of Kohala, 
Did you know that three 

to four people in Hawaii are 
attacked by sharks every year? 
Hi, my name is Tucker Hender-
son, and I was wondering, have 
you ever been bitten by a shark? 
Well, if you have, I’m sorry for 
you, but if you haven’t, follow 
these simple instructions so you 
don’t get bitten. 

First, if you have any bleeding 
or open wounds, don’t go in the 
ocean because sharks can smell 
human blood from about half a 
mile away. Don’t go into the sea 
at dusk or dawn, because that is 
when most shark species come 
close to shore. If you are swim-
ming and you see a shark, don’t 
panic—stay calm and slowly 
head back to shore, but keep your 
eyes on the shark. 

If a shark approaches and you 
feel unsafe, there are three ways 
to scare it away. Number 1: Kick 
the shark in the nose. The nose is 

How to Avoid Shark Bites

Dear Kohala, my name is Min Su Kang, and I am a 7th grader 
from KMS. 

Have you ever experienced the wonder of snorkeling in our 
beautiful, clear ocean waters, surrounded by vibrant coral reefs, 
only to encounter a lifeless, gray, and brown patch of dead coral? 
It’s heartbreaking to witness the decline of these magnifi cent ecosys-
tems. However, we have the power to reverse this trend by taking 
simple yet eff ective actions. Coral reefs are not just beautiful; they 
play a critical role in protecting our shores from coastal storms and 
tsunamis. 

By preserving these natural barriers, we safeguard our homes 
and communities from the destructive forces of nature. It’s our 
responsibility to ensure that future generations can also enjoy the 
beauty and benefi ts of healthy coral reefs. So, what can we do to 
protect these precious ecosystems? 

First, we must be mindful of our boating practices. Boats release 
fossil fuels that pollute the water, resulting in damaging eff ects on 
coral reefs. The chemicals in these fuels can cause tissue swelling 
and impede the growth of corals as they struggle to recover from 
other stressors.

Additionally, anchoring near coral reefs can cause direct physical 
damage, destroying these organisms that have taken years to grow 
and thrive. 

But it doesn’t stop there. When we step on coral, we crush the 
delicate polyps, the very building blocks of the coral’s structure. 
This harm is irreversible; once damaged, that piece of coral cannot 
heal, leading to further decline of the reef. 

While some of these precautions may seem challenging, they 
are essential for the long-term health of our oceans. With collective 
eff ort, we can create a sustainable environment where coral reefs 
fl ourish and continue to provide their invaluable services. 

Let’s commit to protecting our coral reefs by avoiding large ves-
sels in their vicinity and being conscientious when swimming near 
them. Together, we can have a signifi cant impact and make a diff er-
ence. Ultimately, it all comes down to our appreciation for the ocean 
and the life it sustains. Protecting coral reefs is not just an option; it’s 
a necessity. Let’s take action today for a healthier ocean tomorrow! 

Sincerely, Min Su Kang

their soft spot, so if you kick it, 
they will swim off . Number 2: 
Poke them in the eyes. Poking 
a shark in the eyes blinds it 
temporarily, causing it to swim 
away from the pain. And fi nally, 
Number 3: Grab them by the 
gills. Holding a shark by the gills 
is painful for them and can make 
their gills hurt, so they will leave.

So, if you ever encounter 
a shark, or if you don’t want 
to encounter one, follow the 
instructions above.

Mahalo for reading,
Tucker O. Henderson

Dear readers, 
Aloha mai, kakou. My name is Trylyn Corotan, and I’m in seventh 

grade at Kohala Middle. I want to stop pollution, especially plastics, 
and you can help too. 

Pollution has numerous environmental impacts, including habitat 
destruction, marine animals becoming entangled in plastic and fi sh-
ing gear, and compromising food safety for both humans and ani-
mals. 

I know you love seafood, so stop throwing your rubbish into the 
ocean so you can have as much seafood as you want. Don’t you want 
your future kids and ohana to enjoy the beaches, playing in the sand, 
making sandcastles, and surfi ng? Also, don’t you enjoy snorkeling 
and shelling? Well, we can’t do that if there’s trash in the ocean. 

I want to see cleaner beaches with crystal clear water. Let’s start 
more beach clean-ups with your ohana and community. 

Here’s a challenge for you. When you go to the beach, try to pick 
up 5 pieces of opala (trash or rubbish) and bring eco-friendly prod-
ucts to the beach. Help stop pollution in the ocean! 

Thank you for your time!
Sincerely, Trylyn Corotan 

The Environmental Impact of Pollution
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By Mark Blair
More than fi fty Christ-follow-

ers from our community marched 
down Akoni Pule Highway on 
April 3, from Kamehameha Park to 
Hawi. This is the fi fteenth year that 
the Christian churches of Kohala 
have worked together to walk the 
cross through our community on 
Good Friday. 

We took turns carrying a wooden 
cross to remember and refl ect on the 
suff erings of Jesus Christ for our 
salvation two thousand years ago. 
We stopped at several points along 

Walk the Cross in Kohala 2026 

Photo by Kimi Valenzuela 
Christ-followers walking the cross on Good Friday. 

the route and Pastor Steven Hed-
lund of Kohala Baptist Church led 
us in readings from the New Testa-
ment describing Christ’s crucifi xion 
and its meaning for our lives. We 
are grateful for the kind support of 
our community as drivers passed 
carefully and waved their shaka of 
support. 

After our long walk we gathered 
under the banyan tree in Hawi and 
were refreshed by a lunch prepared 
by the members of the Gospel of 
Salvation and a message by their 
Pastor, Kawika Kihara. 

Letters

Aloha Kohala,
My name is Dalin Ka’imi Loo and I’m cur-

rently a seventh-grade student at Kohala 
Middle School. As you know, a car can be 
a useful tool to help us move around our 
beautiful island or it can be something that 
can take a life. Without proper driving knowl-
edge and safety, you can endanger not only 
yourself but others around you. Every single 
year, 102–150 people in Hawaii die in car 
accidents and car related incidents. 

As you probably have heard or seen, Nui, 
a local boy in Pahala, died in a car crash at 
only age 13. This truly was a tragic event. 
If we want to prevent more occurrences of 
somebody dying, I strongly encourage you 
to PAY ATTENTION. 

Some tips for being safer on our roads 

Safety on the Road
are to focus on the road at all times and limit 
distractions like phones and such. Another 
way to be safer is to wear a seatbelt. Seat-
belts will stop you from fl ying forward and 
hurting yourself or whoever else is in your 
vehicle. One thing that can be extremely 
dangerous is speeding. If you maintain a 
safe speed then you’re able to control the 
car better and stop if needed easier. Along 
the lines of safety comes making good driv-
ing decisions. Even though you might think 
of it as a good idea, it can have disastrous 
consequences. 

By following these safety tips, I hope 
we can make our roads in Kohala safer for 
everybody.

Mahalo for your time!
Sincerely, Ka’imi

Aloha, 
My name is Tamryn Lorenzo-Akamu, and 

I am a seventh grader from Kohala Middle 
School. I am here to talk to you about social 
media. 

Social media has both positive and nega-
tive aspects, and it affects people in various 
ways. You might ask, “What’s good and bad 
about social media?” Well, that’s why I’m 
here to talk about. 

Some benefi ts of social media include 
allowing people to connect with friends, 
family, and like-minded individuals; foster-
ing a sense of belonging; reducing isolation; 

Pros and Cons of Social Media
and providing opportunities to learn about 
new events and interesting topics. 

Some cons of social media are poten-
tial drama; fi ghting; addiction; and mental 
health issues. Social media can disrupt 
sleep patterns due to its attention-grabbing 
nature and exposure to blue light, which can 
impact memory and academic performance. 

Thank you for listening to my letter about 
the pros and cons of social media and its 
effects on children.

Sincerely, 
Tamryn Lorenzo-Akamu 
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Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8:30am - 4:30pm

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

‘ lena Gallery
Big Island Artists 
and Craftsmen

© Susan Grant

  @olenagallery.4636  -  http://olenagallery.com  -  (808) 345-1779

Photography by 
Mark A Johnson 

And
Wendy Noritake 

Please Join Us for their 
Reception Friday, May 1, 3-6pm

Open daily 10-5
Hawi, at the Hawi Road Intersection

By Leilani Silver 
Did you know? The Hawaii State Public 

Library System offers access to Kanopy. 
Kanopy is a video streaming service that 
provides instant access to thousands of 
critically acclaimed movies, documentaries, 
and kids’ favorites. Free streaming access 
is available with your HSPLS library card. 
You’ll fi nd the quick link and instructions for 
connecting to Kanopy on the library’s web-
site. 

Chinese Medicine Talk with Ila Jhaveri: 
May 4 at 3:00 p.m. All participants will walk 
away with useful and highly effective tips on 
using food-as-therapy, acupressure, and 
other lifestyle tools, as well as info on acu-
puncture and Chinese herbal medicine.

Chess Club: May 4 at 5:00 p.m. Both 
beginners and veteran players are welcome 
to challenge others in this classic game of 
strategy. Children must be accompanied by 
an adult.

Preschool Storytime:  May 6, 13, 20, 27 at 
10:00 a.m. We gather to sing songs, read a 
few simple stories, then make a craft or do 
an activity every Wednesday. Great fun for 
2–5-year-olds and their parents or caregiv-
ers. 

North Kohala Public Library May 2026 News and Programs
Lego Club: May 6, 13, 20, 27 at 2:00 p.m. 

Join us every Wednesday for some imagi-
native fun as we build cool creations out of 
Legos. Creations will be displayed at the 
library. 

Crafting Club: May 6, 13, 20, 27 at 2:00 
p.m. Join us every Wednesday for some 
crafting fun. We will cut, paste and make 
cool craft creations. All supplies are pro-
vided. 

Homeschool Thursday: May 7 at 11:00 
a.m. Join us for an informational story fol-
lowed by a related activity or craft. This pro-
gram is best suited for kids 6-11.

Teen Crafting Hour: May 8 at 3:00 pm. 
Come to the library and make your own 
backpack or purse charm. All supplies are 
provided. Program is for ages 13 and up.

Crystal Alchemy Singing Bowl Sound-
bath: May 11 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Join 
Leilani Silver for a unique immersive expe-
rience of being “bathed” in the vibrations 
of eight 432 Hz Crystal Alchemy Singing 
Bowls made from 99.9 percent clear quartz. 

The tremendously powerful high frequen-
cies instantly reduce stress and tension and 
create a relaxed and meditative state that 
supports healing and regeneration.

Adult Book Club: May 12 at 11:00 a.m. 
For May, the adult book group is doing a 
poetry sharing. Select a poem to share. Fol-
lowing the poetry sharing they will also have 
a short discussion about the book “Fox 8” 
by George Saunders. The book is available 
to pick up at the library.

Hawaiian History Talk Story with Local 
Historian Boyd Bond: May 18 at 5:30 p.m. 
This month’s topic is Kamehameha I and 
the Conquest of the Kingdom. 

 Children’s Book vs. Movie Club: May 28 
from 2:30–4:40 p.m. This month’s selection 
is “Guardians of Ga’Hoole: The Capture” 
by Kathryn Lasky. Read the book and/or 
come watch the movie. Short discussion 
will follow. Popcorn provided! Program is 
for ages 7–12. The book is available to pick 
up at the library or for digital download from 
www.librarieshawaii.org.

Teen Book Club: May 29 from 2:30–4:40 
p.m. This month’s selection is “Percy Jack-
son & the Olympians: The Lightning Thief,” 
by Rick Riordan. Read the book and/or 
come watch the movie. Short discussion 
will follow. Popcorn provided! Program is for 

ages 13 and up. The book is available to 
pick up at the library or for digital download 
from www.librarieshawaii.org.

North Kohala Public Library Hours:
Mon: 12-4 p.m., 5-7 p.m.
Tues-Thurs: 9 a.m.–12 p.m., 1-4 p.m.
Fri: 12-4 p.m.
Closed Saturday, Sunday and State Holi-

days
(808) 889-6655
www.librarieshawaii.org
54-3645 Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapaau, HI 

96755

Puako Boat Ramp Slated 
for Improvement

By Toni Withington
North Kohala boaters, who 

have to trailer their vessels a long 
distance to water, will be glad to 
hear the Puako boat ramp and its 
loading ramp are scheduled for 
an upgrade. The State Division 
of Boating and Ocean Recreation 
(DOBOR) is applying for U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers permits and is 
seeking public comments on the 
replacement. The proposal includes 
replacing the 85-foot-long existing 
boat ramp with one of the same 
or a near-similar footprint using 
pre-cast concrete panels.  Concrete 
closure strips will be added to the 
sides of the ramp, along with a 

wheel stop at the end.
The project also includes replac-

ing the existing wooden loading 
dock with a new prefabricated 
fl oating dock within the same area. 

The approach from the parking 
lot to the loading dock will include 
an ADA-compliant concrete ramp 
with aluminum handrails. No 
cost estimate or proposed date of 
construction are mentioned in the 
announcement.

Comments on the plan can be 
sent to U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers through the State’s CZM 
Contact: Debra Mendes at (808) 
587-2840 or Debra.L.Mendes@
hawaii.gov.



Photo from Naʻau ʻŌiwi's social media page
 Students from KHS’s Naʻau ʻŌiwi Program have created a new business: 

Na`au ʻŌiwi Provisions.

The Kohala Mountain NewsPage 12 April 24, 2026

Weekly Events in MAY 2026
DAY START END EVENT VENUE CONTACT (808)

M-S 8:30AM narcotics TALK STORY rainbow cafe

MON 9am Senior Club @ CIVIC CENTER kohalaseniors@gmail.com

12:00PM senior BALANCE,  STRENGTH  & FITNESS KIC 238-6111

4PM 6PM tool library 54-3842 Akoni 
Pule Hwy

213-7779

4:30PM RMD TAIKO CLASSES HUB HALE 895-2025

5:30PM Defiant Brats (WOMENS' AA) Ainakea Home 747-9627

TUE 8AM 9am NARCOTICs ANONYMOUS near skate park 805-452-9501

8AM 9AM Tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

8am yoga/pilates beginner class outside hisaoka gym 333-8275

4PM 6PM TOOL LIBRARY 54-3842 Akoni 
Pule Hwy

213-7779

4:30pm 6pm love your belly dance classes call for location 238-6111

4:00pm food Pantry st augustine's 889-5390

6PM 8PM PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

wed 10AM 11AM STORY TIME NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

12pm 6pm thrift shop st augustine's 889-5390

2pm 4pm open guided art studio Artists' co-op 960-3597

2PM 3PM LEGO CLUB NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

3:30 pm 4:30pm RMD TAIKO CLASSES (not 1st wed) JODO MISSION 895-2025

5PM 6PM CHOIR PRACTICE  st augustine's 889-5390

6PM 8PM free Meal and Bible Study Kalahikiola Church 218-4872

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm spiritual healing service zoom 989-5995

7PM 8PM Alcoholics Anonymous ST. AUGUSTINE'S 895-5843

THU 8:30AM 1PM tool library 54-3842 Akoni 
Pule Hwy

213-7779

9:30AM 10:45PM Healing Circle for addicts Nani's Garden 805-452-9501

5pm open circle meditation (not 2nd) keokea beach park 889-5390

6pm 8pm PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8PM Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

FRI 8am Narcotics anonymous meeting Wiley Hall on Iole 805-452-9501

8am 9am tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

SAT 8AM 12PM HAWI FARMERS MARKET KOHALA VILLAGE INN 895-7870

8am 5PM tool library 54-3842 Akoni 
Pule Hwy 

213-7779

Sun 10AM 12PM ECSTATIC DANCE HUB BARN

6pm 7pm Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm 8pm RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING RED COTTAGE 
VILLAGE HUB

(907) 888-8166

8-foot by 10-foot spaces available
Lighthouse Road, Halaula, HI

(808) 889-6257

KHS Creates Young Entrepreneurs

Foundation’s Young Entrepreneurs 
Program, a hands-on experience 
that empowers high school stu-
dents to build real, agriculture-
based businesses. Participants 
learn to take an idea from concept 
to market—developing prod-
ucts, crafting a brand, and selling 
through online platforms and local 
farmers markets.

Since its launch in 2018, the pro-
gram has provided students with 
practical entrepreneurial skills 
while strengthening Hawaiʻi’s local 
food systems. It also addresses a 
deeper need: creating meaning-
ful opportunities for young people 
who want to remain in their com-
munities.

For these Kohala students, 
Nāʻau ʻŌiwi Provisions represents 
more than a business. It’s a way to 
honor tradition, respond to envi-
ronmental challenges, and invest in 
the future of their community.

After winning the Hawaii State 
Department of Education’s annual 
Kalo Challenge three years straight 
– most recently with their freeze-
dried instant poi, kalo pa’a, kulolo 
and laulau – students from Kohala 
High School’s Na’au ̒ Ōiwi Program 
decided to take on the challenge of 
entrepreneurship. 

Five students from the program 
came together to form Nāʻau ʻŌiwi 
Provisions, a student-led initiative 
focused on creating recipes that 
make kalo more accessible, ver-
satile, and resilient—especially in 
times of emergency. Adding to their 
previous list of products, the stu-
dents created a kalo granola snack. 
Their goal is not only to celebrate a 
traditional crop, but also to ensure 
it remains a reliable source of nour-
ishment for the community under 
changing conditions.

The project was developed 
through the Hawaiʻi Agricultural 
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Kohala Baptist Church

Please join us Sundays for Bible Study 
at 9:00 AM and Worship and children's 

Sunday School at 10:30 AM

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church
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�������� !��������� Father Lambert Hurint 808-889-6436

Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church

Hawi, Hawai’i  •  The Welcoming Church
Masses: Saturday 5 pm

Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am
Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am

Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm 

Kalahikiola Church
Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Program 9:30 am
Tuesday Prayer 11:30 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm

53-540 'Iole Rd., Kapa'au
www.kalahikiolacc.com

Pastor Mark Blair
E Komo Mai!

“Since 1832, proclaiming Jesus Christ 
to Kohala”

MONTHLY CALENDAR MAY 2026

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM
May Service

Sunday, May 17, 10:00 am
All are invited to come and share in the compassion 

of our Nembutsu teachings.  Come as you are. 
On the right approx. one mile past the

Kohala Middle School In Halaula 

Reverend Daido Baba
808-884-4481

CHRIS JOHNSON

BUILDER

Happy to quote your home 
improvement projects 

and/or repairs.

Call 936-7064 
kohalachris@gmail.com

References and projects online at:

www.chrisbuilds.com

Please join us 
to explore 
About the 

Baha'i Faith

May 9, 2026
3 - 4:00PM in Hawi, HI

Call Bob and Elaine Losey 
at 808-551-0665 for more information

“Life is Forever” 
We have the proof!

Join with fellow like-minded 
individuals at The Temple of 

Spiritual Healing & 
Education, an evidential 

Spiritualist church that of-
fers teachings on: 

How to send & receive 
Spiritual Healing, the secret 

of Prayer. Join us for 
Musical Inspiration in 

Songs, Chants & Satsang.
Re-discover Joy of your 

youth in feeling your 
Guardian Angel again at the 

Temple of Spiritual 
Healing & Education. 

Contact April Lee for 
Services; Sun, 10AM; Wed, 
7PM We offer help for you: 

Blessings, Christenings, 
Protection of unwanted 

spirits, Memorials, 
Weddings & Final-days
 ‘Departure’ assistance.

TempleofHealing@proton.
me or 808-989-5995.

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

Solutions
that work for you

CONSULTING
TECHNOLOGY

support@kohala-help.com

kohala-help.com

( 8 0 8 )  6 4 2 - 7 3 5 3

P C S U P P O R T
Hardware and software trouble-
shooting. Help with installations 
and upgrades.
N E T W O R K  M A N A G E M E N T
Setup and diagnose networks and 
printers. Plan and deploy backup 
and network security objectives.
P R O J E C T  M A N A G E M E N T
Build new workstations for your 
home or work.

Darian Ebrahimi

DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

4/25 SAT 9:30 AM 3:30 PM Non Violent Communication WORKSHOP Lokahi Garden Sanctuary, vegan soup, bring lunch 55-448 Hoea rd 808-896-7170

5/1 FRI 3:00 PM 6:00PM FEATURED ARTIST RECEPTION MARK A JOHNSON & WENDY NORITAKE OLENA GALERY 808-345-1779

5/2 Sat 8:00 AM 11:00AM THRIFT SHOP St Augustine’s 808-889-5390

5/2 SAT 5:30 PM 8:00PM FEATURED ARTIST RECEPTION CHRIS SWEENEY Artists’ cooperative 808-854-1058

5/4 MON 3:00PM 4:00PM Heart Health w/ Ila Jhaveri food-as-therapy, acupressure NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

5/4 MON 4:30 PM ADVISORY GROUP MEETING NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

5/4 MON 5:00pm 6:30pm Chess Club All ages welcome! NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

5/6 WED 4:30 PM KOHALA COMMUNITY ACCESS GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

5/6 WED 7:00 PM Temple of Spiritual Healing Grief support group - call for zoom link Zoom 808-989-5995

5/7 THU 11:00 12:00PM Homeschool Group Learn and socialize NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

5/11 MON 3:00pm 4:00pm Sound Bath with Leilani Silver NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

5/12 TUE 11:00am 12:00pm Book Club Poetry & Fox 8 by George Saunders NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

5/13 WED 9:00 AM AFFORDABLE HOUSING GROUP NKCDP POMAIKA`I CAFE imuakohala@gmail.com

5/13 WED 5:00 PM GROWTH MANAGEMENT GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

5/14 THU 9:00 AM 11:00AM Sacred Heart Food Basket Food Distribution Sacred Heart Catholic Church 808-889-6436

5/15 FRI 4:00 PM HEALTH & WELLNESS GROUP NKCDP NKCRC imuakohala@gmail.com

5/16 SAT 11:00 AM 1:00PM TOOL LIBRARY WORKSHOPS useful and beginner-friendly topics TOOL LIBRARY 808-213-7779

5/18 MON 5:30 PM HAWAIIAN HISTORY TALK STORY BOYD BOND NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

5/20 WED 3:30 PM UTILITIES GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

5/20 WED 5:00 PM PARKS, ROADS VIEW PLANES GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

5/27 WED 4:00 PM Restorative Yoga Therapy class With Carla Orellana - BY request CALL FOR LOCATION 808-238-6111

5/28 THU 5:00 PM AGRICULTURE GROUP NKCDP NKCRC imuakohala@gmail.com

5/28 FRI 2:30pm 4:30pm Teen Book vs. Movie Club Percy Jackson & the Olympians: The Lightning Thief  
by Rick Riordan

NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655

5/28 THU 2:30pm 4:30pm Children’s Book vs. Movie Club Guardians of Ga’Hoole: The Capture” by Kathryn Lasky NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655
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By Tom Morse
Many of us are familiar with 

walking into our library and check-
ing out a book. What fewer people 
realize is that your library card also 
gives you access to a large online 
collection of ebooks, audiobooks, 
and magazines—all free, and all 
available from home.

The Basics
To use the system, you will 

need a Hawaiʻi State Public Library 
card and a Personal Identifi ca-
tion Number (PIN)—a four-digit 
number which your librarian can 
provide.  

Digital materials are provided 
through a service called Libby 
(which replaces the older Over-
Drive system).

With Libby, you can:
• Borrow books and magazines.
• Place holds on popular titles.
• Have items returned automati-

cally (no late fees).
All you need is:

1) A library card.
2) An internet connection.
3) A computer, tablet, or Kindle.

Using It on a Computer
While Libby is often promoted 

as a phone app, it works very well 
on a regular computer.

1) Go to libbyapp.com.
2) Click “Find My Library” and 

select Hawaiʻi State Public Library 
System.

3) Enter your library card 

How to Use the Hawaiʻi Public Library’s Free Online System for Books and Magazines
number and PIN.

From there, you can browse or 
search just like shopping online.

Borrowing Books
Once you have the Libby app 

open, you can search for what inter-
ests you.  At the bottom of the app, 
you can search by author or title by 
clicking on the magnifying glass 
(circle with a tail).

The app can also provide you 
with suggestions by category. When 
you select an item, you will have 
a choice to “Borrow” or “Place a 
Hold” if there is a waiting list. You 
can place up to 15 holds.

Once the item is available, you 
can read it on your computer screen, 
or on a Kindle.

If you prefer reading on a Kindle:
1) Find a book and click Borrow.
2) Choose Read with Kindle.
3) You’ll be sent to Amazon to 

confi rm (no charge).
4) The book appears on your 

Kindle.
If you want to always have 

something to read, keep one book 
checked out and several books on 
hold.

As soon as one becomes avail-
able, borrow it and continue read-
ing or “Suspend Hold,” which 
holds your place in line until you 
are ready. This creates a steady fl ow 
of books without having to search 
each time.

Reading Magazines on a Com-

puter
1) Search for a magazine title (or 

just type “magazines”).
2) Click Borrow.
3) Click Read in Libby.
The magazine opens right in 

your browser.
You can:
•Enlarge the text.
•Scroll page by page.
•Read comfortably on a full-size 

screen.
There are many popular titles 

available, and unlike physical 

copies, there is no waiting—maga-
zines are always available.

A Few Helpful Tips
•Items return themselves—no 

need to remember due dates.
•You can renew books, if no one 

else is waiting.
•If a hold becomes available at a 

bad time, you can delay it.
•The system is free and always 

available.
For assistance, call or visit the 

North Kohala library.

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

9th ANNUAL CHARITY
G   LF TOURNAMENT

Mahalo to these many businesses and individuals who believe in our 
mission and have contributed generously to our tournament. In turn, we 
ask that you support them.

KOKUA TITLE SPONSOR - MAUNA KEA RESORT
MALAMA LEVEL SPONSOR - STAN’S CONTRACTING, INC. 
LAULIMA LEVEL SPONSOR - OULI FARMS, ORCHID ISLE FORD
MAIKAI LEVEL SPONSORS - HAWAII LIFE & DENNI KEYES

                                                           & HAWAIIAN TELCOM
TROPHY SPONSOR - WATTERSON PAINTING

• Bamboo Restaurant
• Dr. Monica Scheel Dermatology
• Fairmont Orchid
• FootJoy Hawaii
• Hamakua Macadamia Nut Co.
• Hapuna Golf Course
• Hilton Waikoloa Village0
• HPM
• Kealopiko
• Kohanaiki Golf Course
• Kona Brew
• KTA Superstores
• Kuleana Rum, Kuleana Rum Shack
• Luana Hospitality; 
  Lava Lava Beach Club, 
  Huggo’s, Kai Eat & Drink
• Makani Golf Course
• Manaoloa Hawaii
• Mauna Kea Beach Hotel

PRIZES, SILENT AUCTION AND LUCKY NUMBER DONORS:

• Mauna Kea Golf Course
• Mauna Lani Auberge 
  Collection Resort
• Mauna Lani Golf Course
• Merriman’s Restaurant
• Nanea Golf Course
• Ocean Sports Hawaii
• PepsiCo
• Puakea Ranch
• PXG (Parson’s Extreme Golf)
• Stan’s Contracting
• TaylorMade Golf
• Merida @ The Westin 
  Hapuna Beach Resort
• Tommy Bahama
• Waiakea Water
• Waikoloa Beach Resort Golf
• Waikoloa Village Golf Course

Special mahalo to our volunteers & to Jay Taise 
and his ALWAYS-awesome team at Hapuna Golf.

RESORT
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Did you know? 
The Kohala Mountain  

News is online at
kohalamountainnews.com

Now SEARCHABLE 
back to 2011

Open: 
Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30

Sat   9 - 3
889~5077

Hair Spectrum
Family Salon

Story and pictures by Tom Morse
Kupuna (senior) softball started 

on the Big Island about fi fty years 
ago. Teams from Oahu, Maui and 
Kauai joined the league in the next 
couple of years. Around 1976 inter-
island competition began, lead-
ing to annual statewide kupuna 
(senior) tournaments. Teams from 
each island traveled to compete, 
rotating host islands, as they still do 
today.

Then, as now, it was not only 
playing the games, but the social 
aspect that has made the league so 
popular. Players make friendships 
with players from other teams that 
they compete against year-after-
year. 

There are 24 teams on this island. 
Traditionally, the host teams pro-
vide a sit-down pot-luck lunch after 
the Saturday games. Spouses often 
join in. The minimum age is 60, 
although each team is allowed one 
player as young as 55. The league is 
administered by the Hawaii County 
Department of Parks and Recre-
ation.

For about forty years Kohala 
had just one team in the league. In 
2016 Kohala won the state champi-
onship. Just four years later, at the 
start of Covid, the team disbanded.

In 2010 a second team from 
Kohala joined the league – Local 
Boyz. They were our only team 
from 2017 to 2025.

This year a second Kohala team 
formed and joined the league – 
Kohala Makules. On April 12, these 
two Kohala teams played each other 
in a double-header at Kamehameha 
Park. Each team won one game.

Kupuna Softball

Front row (left to right): Alterry Murai, Greg Galan, Mel Kelsom, Harry Cabrera, Guy Nakamura. 
Middle row (left to right): Eddie Kise, Moses Bautista, Ted Matsuda, Steve Nakamura.

Back row (left to right): Jim Trump, Leo Fullner, Kehei Roxborgh, Beldon Kealoha.
Missing: David Fuertes, Dennis Kaneshiro, Steven Maeda, Ken Wills.

Front row (left to right): Ben Bruno, Valerie Murai, Renee Gonsalves, Pamela Estabilio, Terrance Alcoran, 
Danny Guerpo 

Middle row (left to right): Kamon Kupuka’a, Tony Garcia, Mel Ako
Top row (left to right): Brad Estabilio, Francis Roxburgh, Stan Gonsalves, Robert Smith, Kaleo Motta, Neal 

Gonsalves. 
Missing: Jim Foschia, Joe Anderson, Tyrus Higa, Berta Garcia, Eduardo Andrews. 
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A credit card 
that celebrates 
our home,
& rewards 
our members

*APR Annual Percentage Rate:(for purchases, cash advances and balance transfers).  Based on creditworthiness and subject  credit approval.  Rates, terms, and conditions are subject to change without notice. Must 
qualify and establish membership with HCFCU. Membership is a regular share account with a minimum balance of $50.00. When you establish membership we will ask for your name, physical address, date of birth, taxpayer
identifi-cation number, and other information that will allow us to identify you. We may also ask to see your driver’s license and other identifying documents. **No Annual Fee:  There is no Balance Transfer fee and no Cash 
Advance Fee. There is a Foreign Transaction Fee of 1% of each transaction and a $10 fee on each returned payment.  Information on the costs of the Visa® card described herein is accurate as of September 1, 202 .

No Annual Fees**

hicommfcu.com | (808) 930-7700 | Federally insured by NCUA.

Scan the QR code 
to Apply Today!

When you use your Hawaii Community Federal Credit Union VISA® card
you earn                                    points. You earn 1 point for every $1 spent on a signature 
based (credit) transaction. Simply use your card for all your everyday purchases and 
earn points! From groceries to fuel, your purchases will really pay off. 

Other card benefits:

Travel Accident Insurance
Auto Rental Collision Damage Waiver

Your Reward Points can be used to redeem:

Gift Cards
Travel

Cash Back
Merchandise

Green Products
Charitable Donations

15.00%
Classic:

APR*

9.90%
Gold:

APR*

APR*

Platinum 

7.90%

Our Visa® Platinum 
card featuring 
Rainbow Falls, Hilo

Visa®

By Tom Morse
The Kohala High School 2026 baseball team.  

Front row (left to right): River Moore, Chaedon Kawai, Hunter Javillonar, Cayden Pajimola, Tyler Sulliban.
Second row: Cullen Hook, Wya   Rabang, Sheldon Ancheta, Solomon Mackillop.
Third row: Kaua Reyes, Royden Tabiolo, Jordan Manatan, Kaimana Nakamura.

Top: Head Coach Chance Pang, Assistant Coach Alii Kaaekuahiwi.

KHS Baseball 2026




