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Kohala Meeting Launches Marine
Planning Engagement Process on

Hawai’i Island

a |

Chris Teague from the DLNR’s Division of Aquatic Resources helps to
explain the Holomua Marine Initiative, which seeks to create community-
driven management strategies for Hawai‘i’s nearshore ecosystems.

Story and photo by Libby Leonard

On May 5, Kohala fishermen,
cultural practitioners, and marine
advocates packed the Kohala
Intergenerational Center as the
Department of Land and Natu-
ral Resources’ Division of Aquatic
Resources (DAR) launched the
Hawai‘i Island kickoff for its Holo-
mua Marine Initiative community
engaﬁement process.

The Holomua Marine Initiative,
which first began on Maui in 2022,
is a statewide effort that aims to
create community-driven manage-
ment strategies for Hawai‘i’s near-
shore ecosystems.

Facilitated by Donna Ching of
the Pacific Center for Collaboration,
the meeting was the first in a series
of five community gatherings held
across Hawai‘i Island this month.

Rather than relying on a top-
down approach, organizers said
the process is designed to work
directly with residents, fishers, cul-
tural practitioners, and other ocean
users to identify local concerns and
develop long-term stewardship
strategies. This includes recruiting
a Hawai‘i Island Navigation Team,
a community-nominated advisory

Kohala’s

By Toni Withington

The project to supply a reliable
electricaﬁ) backup system for Koha-
la’s Hawaiian Electric Company’s
(HECO) customers has been set
aside, and a newer microgrid bat-
tery proposal is being redesigned.

Kevin Waltjen, HECO’s director
for Hawaii County, told a meeting
of the community’s Utilities Group
last month that the new system
could be smaller, more efficient,
and cost less. Installation, approv-
als and funding, however, are still
several years away.

First proposed in 2022 under the

group that will help guide future
marine management decisions.

According to DAR staff, ideal
Navigation Team members are
respected community members
with strong local networks, long-
term knowledge of place and near-
shore resources, familiarity with
Native Hawaiian and kama‘aina
practices, and the ability to work
collaboratively.

Nominations from Kohala were
collected during the meeting, and a
seven-member independent review
committee of Hawai‘i Island resi-
dents will make the final selections.

The evening also included an
”aﬁ)preciative inquiry”  session,
where participants shared both
cherished experiences and growing
concerns about Kohala’s nearshore
environment.  Residents spoke
about fishing, snorkeling, gather-
ing, and spending time along the
coast as favorite activities, while
also identifying challenges affecting
those experiences.

Among the concerns raised were
diminishing shoreline access due to
increasing private landownership,

environmental degradation tied to
See Marine, Page 2
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Police Chief Holds Talk Story

S

Left to right: Reed Mahuna, Chief of Police; Sherry Bird, Deputy Chief
of Police; and Thomas Shopay, Assistant Chief Administrative Services
visited Kohala for a community talk story meeting.

Storg and photos by Lynda Wallach

n April 21, Reed Mahuna,
the new Hawaii Island Chief of
Police, brought six of his officers
to the Intergenerational Center in
Kapa’au to meet with members
of the community. Although only
five people showed up, it was an
informative session. After intro-
ducing his officers, Chief Mahuna
explained that the origin of the talk
story meetings that he is holding in
the districts throughout the island
was his realization that to find out
what is important to the various
communities, it is necessary to con-
nect with them directly. He said that
the department has several goals,
the first of which is recruitment.
The second is to provide his officers
with new equipment, including
new vehicles and the technology
to help them do their jobs more
efficiently. He said he is also com-
mitted to improving morale and to
doing whatever he can to make the
lives of his employees better.

John Winter, Chair of the North
Kohala Community Development
Plan Advisory Group, after thank-
ing the officers for their presence,
stressed the importance of coopera-

Electrical Microgrid Project to Undergo

company’s former name, HELCO,
the iproposal for a microgrid system
could not find a contractor’s bid to
fit within the funds available, and it
was withdrawn last year. The new
engineering plans will consider the
Utilities Group’s suggestion that
the batteries for the grid be located
at the Hawi wind farm near “Upolu
Airport, Waltjen said. If that con-
figuration can be worked out, a
smaller battery may be considered.

The year-long feasibility study
will also include a reassessment of
the energy available through the
wind farm, which has increased its

generatin% capacity. Also consid-
ered will be the recent proliferation
of rooftop solar panels installed
in the district, which a smart grid
could tap into. Between the wind
farm and rooftop solar units, the
community can already provide
energy for itself, but only if the
sources were consistently reliable,

tion and coordination between our
local police and the North Kohala
Emergency Response Team (CERT),
of which he is the head, in prepar-
ing for and res%oondin$ to emergen-
cies. Winter also explained that a
solution is being worked on in to
relieve the parking situation and
congestion at the Polola lookout
which will involve the creation of
a small parking lot at the old mule
station. It may mean the police will
have to get involved ticketing those
who park along the highway. The
final issue he brought to their atten-
tion was that of Pratt Road. Akoni
Pule Highway has been blocked by
landslides and fallen trees multiple
times in the last ten years leaving the
more than 200 people who live on
the far side of the blockages with no
way out to get to work or school or
in case of an emergency. Pratt Road,
which can serve as the bypass if the
highway is blocked, is privately
owned by several property owners.
Agreements have been made with
them to allow access, but Captain
Derr agreed that he would first
need to declare an emergency and
that a police presence would be nec-

See Police, Page 2

Redesign

hence the batteries.

The microgrid system would
also allow HECO, by working while
the district is on battery power, to
replace and upgrade the 75-year-
old single power line from Waimea
alongside Kohala Mountain Road.

Waltien identified Kohala as the
See Grid, Page 2
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Police Captain Amira Edmondson, Criminal Investigation Division West ¢ the controller component, have ing to assist.

Hawaii; Assistant Chief Rio Amon-Wilkins, West Hawaii; Captain William
Derr, North Kohala; and Officer Curry McFadden, Community Policing
North Kohala joined in the talk story meeting.

essary to direct traffic. Captain Derr
said ge is dealing with the problem
of the large number of abandoned
cars that have been dumped on a
private property near Hawi.

The officers were asked about
the lack of crime in Kohala and
whether that is unique to our area.
Chief Mahuna replied that there is
not a lot of crime on the Big Island,
especially violent crime and Kohala
in particular is quite safe.

Most local crime is domestic.
Even drug issues are confined to
a small number of Feople that the
police are aware of. When asked
about the existence of meth labs,
Chief Mahuna explained that it is
mostly rumor since it is much more
cost effective for drug dealers to
import drugs than to make them
locally. Attempts in the past have
been small, unsuccessful opera-
tions.

An attendee questioned whether
the lack of homicides on the island
results in a lack of investigative

experience. Captain Edmuondson
said his officers have had signifi-
cant, ongoing training.

When asked if the Hawaii Island
Police Department has a polic
regarding their relationship witﬁ
ICE, Chief Mahuna said that their
policy is that they do not assist with
any federal immigration investiga-
tions. Firstly, the department does
not have jurisdiction; secondly,
they do not have the resources; and
thirdly, the community does not
support it. When asked if there was
a problem with illegal immigration
on the island, the chief said there are
undocumented immigrants every-
where, but he would not character-
ize them as a problem since most
of them are here trying to make a
better life for themselves and their
families.

The meeting closed with Chief
Mahuna promising to be back. We
want to thank him and his team for
coming to Kohala and are looking
forward to their return.

Marine, from Page 1

mauka-to-makai issues, agricultural
runoff causing brown water events,
declining spring and stream flows,
reef degradation, overuse of marine
resources, rising costs, and limited
enforcement protecting coral reefs.

Community members also
called for clearer management
plans, stronger stewardship, and
more effective protections for near-
shore ecosystems.

DAR representatives explained
that the initiative is built around a
framework that combines scientific
and community-based monitor-

ing, restoration of nearshore eco-
systems, regional planning with

© Susan Grant
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local stakeholders, and education
and enforcement efforts grounded
in Native Hawaiian values and
stewardship. The program’s guid-
ing ‘olelo no‘eau is “I ola na kai o
Hawai’i i ka nui i‘a” (So the waters
of Hawai‘i thrive with abundance).

Additional meetings were also
held in Pa‘auilo, Hilo, Na‘alehu,
Captain Cook, and Kailua-Kona,
where DAR also collected Naviga-
tion Team nominations. Officials
noted that the island’s size may
result in the formation of more than
one regional team and should be
decided by the fall.

For more information, visit dInr.
hawaii.gov /holomua.

(808)

345-1779
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come down since the earlier pro-
Eosal. The battery cost is still high,
ut with more efficiency, the size
needed could be smaller. With more
backup from local sources, it could
be reduced from 12-megawatt to an
8-megawatt battery. Locating it at
the wind farm could stabilize the
source and further reduce the cost,
Waltjen said.
Once the feasibility study is
complete, writing up the proposal,

He extended an invitation to
the group to visit HECO’s Opera-
tions Center to further understand
the technical issues. Candice Lucas,
a member of the group, will assist
with coordinating the visit.

The Utilities Group is associated
with the North Kohala Commu-
nity Development Plan Advisory
Group. It meets monthly on the
third Wednesday of each month
at 3:30 p.m. at the Kohala Senior
Center.

NKCDP Advisory Group Agenda

Date: Monday, June 1,2026,
Time: 4:30 p.m.

Place: Senior Center (behind the statue)

AGENDA
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS

Kohala residents are encouraged to attend and voice their opinion on issues. They may even
recommend actions and suggest subjects not presently addressed.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS (Please see adjacent NKCDP Meeting Notes for information on

issues currently being addressed.)

Affordable Housing - Housing needs for families in Kohala.

Agriculture - The future of agriculture in our area.

Community Access - Ways for Kohala residents to have more mauka and makai access.
Growth Management - Zoning, permits, and variance requests and how they affect us.
Health and Wellness - Kohala health care infrastructure and emergency response.
Parks, Roads, View Planes and Erosion Control - Infrastructure problems and projects.

Utilities - Utility and waste stream issues.

NEW BUSINESS

PUBLIC INPUT AND AGENDA SUGGESTIONS FOR THE NEXT MEETING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DR. ARDOLF
Q ASSOCIATES

MNaturally Vibrant Health

(

¢ Full Medicinary

e Herbal Medicine

Naturopathic Physician

e Homeopathy
(Physician-grade supplements) ® Hyperbaric Chamber ® Ozone
e Hydrotherapy

For appointments call: 808 498-4018
Open 12-5, Monday - Friday

¢ |V Medicine

e Ultrasound
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By Lynda Wallach

The report from the Affordable
Housing Group (AH) was the first
item of business at the May 4 meet-
ing of the North Kohala Community
Development Plan Advisory Group
(NKCDP ACQ). Rascha Jelks said that
AH will also be giving updates from
the Kohala Community Land Trust
(KCLT), which has received a $15,000
grant from the Atherton Foundation
to hold a series of workshops. One
will provide a pathway to buyer
readiness and those who participate
would also meet the criteria for get-
ting on the list for the Kohala Self-
Help Phase 3. AH wants to inform,
educate, and assist Kohala families
in qualifying for the program and
plans to provide a sign-up sheet
with information on how to qualify
at the Resilience Fair on August 29.
At that time they will also encour-
age the public to complete their new
housing survey, either in writing
or online, and they will assess any
interest or need for a financial infor-
mation seminar. There are no com-
munity green spaces in the existin
self-help developments, althougl%
there are very many families with
children who would benefit from
having them. Jack Hoyt has created
a map for Phase 3 which includes
a neighborhood park area; a bus
stop; a covered pavilion; a sidewalk
along the perimeter of the lot for
trikes, strollers, and wheelchairs; a
basketball hoop; picnic tables; and
a water spigot. He will reach out
to his contact at the Hawaii Island
Community Development Corpora-

NKCDP AG Meeting Notes for May 2026

tion (HICDC), the developers of the
self-help project, with his proposal.
Mark Lester, the developer of
Hawi Nani, has hired a consultant
to address several issues with the
existing plan. It was suggested that
the consultant, who does not reside
on-island, come and meet with the
neighbors of the project to hear their
ideas and concerns before proceed-
ing with any recommendations.
Annalene Williams, reporting for
the Agriculture Group explained
that the Kohala Ditch Co-op is a
member-owned business whose
purpose is to grovide reliable, low-
cost, non-potable agricultural water
from the Kohala Ditch to its mem-
bers. The individual transmission
pipelines would be the responsibil-
ity of individual customers, who
would need to form their own
co-ops to find the money and deter-
mine how they would get the water
from the ditch to where they need it
to go. There are multiple sources of
water available in Kohala, includ-
ing several wells throughout the
area, dug many years ago by the
US Geological Survey, whiclzl] are
still intact. One of those is at Upolu
Airport, where a large tank has been
installed but no pipeline distribution
infrastructure is in place. The State
Senate has appropriated $9 million
for Kohala Ditch restoration in their
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP)
budget; the decision of the House is
not yet known. Surety has blocked
the return of the Saturday Farmers’
Market to under the banyans, due to
liability concerns, so it will continue

to be held at the Village Inn. The
market, which has been rebranded
as the North Kohala Community
Market, along with First Wednes-
day Night Market will be under new
management. The Farmers’ Union
Foundation will be covering insur-
ance and overhead costs.

John Winter gave the report
for Community Access. The State
Senate is reviewing a $1 million
funding bill for the planning and
land transfer of the Polola Lookout
parking area. The current owner
1s subdividing the property and
donatingi, a stretch along the high-
way, including the old mule station,
for a limited parking area of about
ten spaces. Two of the spaces would
be reserved for Kohala residents and
the remainder for visitors. People
would not be allowed to park on the
highway so there will need to be a
way to control the number of visi-
tors. Several ideas have been pro-
posed, including a permit system.

Christine Richardson said that
the members of the Growth Man-
agement Group are learning how
to navigate three County computer
sites so they can learn about plan-
ning issues. These sites are available
to the general public. Hawaiiproper-
tytax.com provides information on
any property on the Big Island, such
as the owner and TMK, and can be
accessed by clickinghon a map. The
EPIC system at hawaiicountyhi-
energygovpub.tylerhost.net is
the County’s attempt to get all of
their paperwork in digital format
with public access. The COH Atlas

(Hawaii Coastal Zone Management
Atlas) at storymaps.arcgis.com is
worth exploring for its beautiful
maps and wealth of information.

The Health and Wellness Group
sponsored a presentation at the
Senior Center on oral health by
Dr. Coleman from the Hamakua/
Kohala Health Center. He explained
several ways to reduce tooth decay
and gum disease and stressed the
importance of having your teeth
cleaned twice a year.

The Utilities Group met with
Kevin Waltjen, Chief Engineer of
Big Island HECO, to discuss the
issues with the configuration of
the existing grid from Waimea to
North Kohala and the history of the
microgrid project to date, including
funding efforts and the failure of
the original Request for Proposals
(RFP). The next steps involve a feasi-
bility study to evaluate alternatives
to the original design and the draft-
ing and submitting of a new RFP, all
of which may take up to three years.

Council Representative James
Hustace was unable to attend but
submitted information on the reso-
lutions and bills currently before the
County Council.

Times and places of the subgroup
meetings are in the calendar section
of this paper. The importance to the
community of the work they do can
be seen from their reports. They are
always looking for new members, so
please consider volunteering.

The next meeting of the NKCDP
AG will be on Monday, June 1, at
4:30 p.m. at the Senior Center.

Need a speedy auto loan
for your life on the go?

Apply for an auto loan from
HCFCU today, & we'll get you
on the road in no time flat.

U /o
APR*.-

Other terms and

conditions apply

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. APR will be based on your creditworthiness and length of repayment. Rate subject to change without notice. Certain terms and restrictions apply.
Subject to insurance confirmation. Rate displayed is the lowest available for new vehicle purchase with a 5 year (60-month) term. Not all will qualify for the lowest rate. Higher rates
available for used vehicles. Payment example: A loan of $10,000 with 5.99% APR with a 60-month term will have 60 monthly principal and interest payments of $193.28, which

includes $1,596.89 total interest paid.Offer applies to new HCFCU loans only. HCFCU membership is required.

OUR EASY
AUTO LOANS
ARE:

Scan the QR code, call,
or visit us online to apply!

C

CONVENIENT v/
Apply online, anytime, anywhere

FLEXIBLE /
Purchase a vehicle from your preferred
dealer or from a private owner

READY TO ROLL! /
Get a License To Buy pre-approval
before car shopping

Hawaii
Community

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

hicommfcu.com
(808) 930-7700
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North Kohala Public Library June 2026 News and Programs

By Leilani Silver

Did you know? North Kohala
Public Library is getting ready for
the 2026 Summer Reading Chal-
lenge. The program runs from June
1 to July 31. Online pre-registration
is now open. You can register and
track all your reading online. Visit
www.librarieshawaii.org  and/or
come into the library to sign-up.
This year’s theme, “E Heluhelu
Kakou (Let's All Read) — ‘Umeke
Ka‘eo”, meaning a calabash full
to the brim and a poetic way to
describe someone full of knowl-
edge.

Come to the library this summer
to keep cool in the air condition-
ing, enjoy a program, sign up for
summer reading, read or listen
to audiobooks and earn rewards.
There are incentives for all readers —
children, teens, and adults! Sign up
today and earn your first reward, a
McDonald’s Be Our Guest Coupon
good for a delicious treat! When

you log reading in June and July,
you’ll unlock more rewards and
earn a shot at winning round-trip
tickets on Alaska Airlines!

Chinese Medicine Tools for Pre-
venting Bone Loss with Ila Jhaveri:
June 1 at 3:00 p.m. All participants
will walk away with useful and
highly effective tips on using food-
as-therapy, acupressure, and other
lifestyle tools as well as info on acu-
puncture and Chinese herbal medi-
cine.

Chess Club: June 1 at 5:00 p.m.
Both beginners and veteran players
are welcome to challenge others in
this classic strategy game. Children
must be accompanied by an adult.

Teen Tasty Tuesday: June 2, 1:00-
4:00 p.m. We will sew mini treats,
eat some snacks and watch the
movie The Princess Bride. All sup-
plies provided.

Preschool Storytime: June 3, 10,
17, 24 at 10:00 a.m. We gather to sing
songs, read a few simple stories,
then make a craft or do an activity
every Wednesday. Great fun for 2-5
year-olds and their parents or care-
givers.

Lego Club: June 3, 10, 17, 24
at 2:00-3:30 p.m. Join us every
Wednesday for some imaginative
fun as we build cool creations out of
Legfs. Creations will be displayed
at the library.

Crafting Club: June 3, 10, 17,
24 at 2:00-3:30 pm. Join us every

eBikes Hawaii Big Island
64-1007 Mamalahoa Hwy in Waimea

RLTERATH

N. Kohala

Costume

rockalilyeustomdesigns@gmail.com

MI'RANCHITO

MEXICAN CUISINE

LUNCH AND DINNER
11:30 AM - 4:00 PM & 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS
BREAKFAST 7AM - 2 PM

MENUDO (TRIPE SOUP)
CHILAQUILES (EGGS SAUTEED WITH TORTILLA PIECES)
HUEVOS RANCHEROS (FRIED EGGS WITH TOPPINGS)
POZOLE (MEXICAN SOUP)

REGULAR MENU - 2-5 PM
DOWNTOWN HAWI

808-289-1465

Wednesday for some crafting fun.
We will cut, paste and make cool
craft creations. All supplies are pro-
vided.

Thrilling Thursdays for Keiki:
June 4, 18, and 25 from 1:00-4:00
p.m.
1-2 p.m. is craft time; 24 p.m. is
a movie with a themed snack

6/4 Musubi Magnet; “Lilo &
Stitch” with musubi.

6/18 Fox or Bunny Bookmark;
“Zootopia 2” with popcorn bar.

6/25 Shrinky Dink Keychains;
“Honey, I Shrunk the Kids” with
Minis.

Crystal Alchemy Singing Bowl
Soundbath: June 8 from 5:30-6:30
p-m. Join Leilani Silver for a unique
immersive experience of being
“bathed” in the vibrations of eight
432 Hz Crystal Alchemy Singing
Bowls made from 99.9 percent clear
quartz. The tremendously powerful
high frequencies instantly reduce
stress and tension and create a
relaxed and meditative state that
supKorts healing and regeneration.

dult Book Club: June 9 at
11:00a.m. Join us for a discussion of
the bestselling Japanese novel “The
Convenience Store by the Sea” b
Sonoko Machida. The book is avaif:
able to pick up at the library.

Family Board Game Niﬁht: June
15 at 5:30 p.m. Get together with
family and friends to play some
classic board games! Use our games

Kohala Trade Center, Hawi

Local
Foods
Products
Produce
Meats
Smoothies
& Hot Deli

Mon - Thur 10-6, Fri 10 -8

Sat10-6 & Sun 10 -5

Hot Lunch Menu 11-

or bring your own!

All programs are subject to
change. If you require an auxiliary
aid or accommodation due to a dis-
ability, please contact the library at
least seven days before the program
date.

North Kohala Public Library Hours:
Mon: 124 p.m., 57 p.m.
Tues-Thurs: 9 a.m.—12 p.m., 1-4 p.m.
Fri: 124 p.m.

Closed Saturday, Sunday and

State Holidays

(808) 889-6655
www.librarieshawaii.org

54-3645 Akoni Pule Hwy,

Kapaau, HI 96755

2026 SUMMER
READING CHALLENGE

System
[ ]

\

3 808-937-4930

\ HINOKAWA
ELECTRIC LLC

C-16154 (C-38804
P.O. Box 280
55-768 Hawi Rd.

Hawi, HI 96719
rod@hinokawaelectric.com
808-960-5738
Locksmith
808-889-5613
High Voltage Specialist
Parts Department
888-581-0343 | 887-733-9123

GENERAC IM

Authorized Sales i@ 2

License

and Service Dealer

CHAMPION o=
f Authorized Sales = x
& Service Dealer —

e B
Hair Sjoectmm

Family Salon

Open:
Tue-Fri 8:30-5:30
Sat 9-3

889~5077

(U J




May 22, 2026

The Kohala Mountain News

Page 5

Hawai‘i State House of Representatives Update

From the Desk of District 8 Representative David Tarnas

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas
speaks for North Kohala as a

member of the Hawai'i State House
of Representatives.

The 2026 legislative session con-
cluded on May 8 with the approval
of the State Budget, the ]ué)iciarly
Budget, and many important bills
addressing a wide range of policy
matters. In the State Budget, the
le%islature also funded major public
infrastructure projects in Kohala.
Working with State Senator Tim
Richards, I was able to secure proj-
ect funding for the Kohala Hospital,
Pololtt Trailhead, and Kawaihae
North Small Boat Harbor.

Federal funding has also been
secured to improve Akoni Pule
Highway. And a major Grant-In-
Aid was awarded to help a com-
munity-based project at the former
Coast Guard Station at ‘Upolu. This
article provides more details on
these important projects.

It is important for public safety
in Kohala to ensure that Kohala
Hospital can withstand natural
disasters. For this reason, $2,500,000
were appropriated for the planning,
design, construction, and equip-
ment for hazard mitigation and
infrastructure resilience at Kohala
Hospital. This funding is being
Frovided through the newly estab-
ished Green Fee in the category
of Climate and Hazard Resilience,
which supports initiatives that
harden infrastructure or mitigate
wildfire and flood risks.

For years, the community has
voiced concerns about the nega-

tive impacts of overcrowding at
the Polola Trailhead. Lack of park-
ing causes traffic congestion and
presents risks for pedestrian and
traffic safety. Lack of bathroom
facilities causes negative environ-
mental impacts and increases public
health risks. Community members
have worked hard to educate visi-
tors and residents about the impor-
tance of respecting the culturally
important area and fragile natural
environment. But many have rec-
ognized the need for interpretive
panels to describe the site, its natu-
ral and cultural history, and warn
visitors about the rugged trail to
the valley floor. For tﬁese reasons,
the legislature has appropriated
$1,000,000 to design and construct
trailhead improvements including
arking lot improvements, new
ookout construction, and interpre-
tive signage design and manufac-
turing. There will also be room for
porta-potties until we can build a
permanent bathroom facility. The
parking lot is to be built on land
at the former Mule Station that the
private landowner has offered to
donate to the State for this purpose.

As everyone knows, the closest
boat launch to Kohala is at Kawai-
hae North Small Boat Harbor, which
was seriously damaged several

ears ago. Because of the damaged
oat ramp and break wall, Kohala
residents have not been able to use
the launch ramp for years.

Last year, the legislature appro-
priated $9,450,000 to design and
construct improvements to the
harbor dock, break wall, and
related improvements at the facility.
The project engineering consultant
1recen’clf1 reported that they are final-
izing the final project permit with
the U.S. ArmK Corps of Engineers.
As soon as the permit is granted,
the Department of Land and Natu-
ral Resources Division of Boating
and Ocean Recreation will be able
to issue a Request for Proposals for
construction bids.

Once a contractor is selected,
construction can commence. As
soon as I hear any new informa-
tion on this project, I will include an
update in a future article.

Another important public infra-
structure project coming up is a

major pavement rehabilatation proj-
ect on Akoni Pule Highway E‘om
mile marker 15 to Hawi Road. The
State Department of Transportation
(DOT) has committed $12,000,000
to rehabilitate the pavement on this
segment of Akoni Pule Highway.
The plan is to advertise the proj-
ect for construction bids sometime
soon after July 1, 2026. After a con-
tractor is selected, construction can
commence.

In addition to these large public
construction projects, the state leg-
islature also granted a $325,000
Grant-In-Aid to Ho’ola, a Native
Hawaiian-led, community-based
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
established in 2023 to serve Native
Hawaiian beneficiaries and their
families, with a primary focus on
Hawaiian Home Lands communi-
ties in North Kohala and surround-
ing regions. This grant will support
environmental review, cultural and
archaeological studies, beneficiary
consultation, and planning and
design readiness activities neces-
sary to responsibly steward the
Hawaiian Home Lands parcel at the
former "Upolu Coast Guard Station
for the benefit of Native Hawaiian
beneficiaries and the general wel-
fare of the community.

These  public = investments
apf)roved by the legislature will
help improve the quality of life for
Kohala’s residents by strengthen-
ing Kohala Hospital, better man-
aging the use of Polola trail and
protecting Pololti Valley, rebuild-
ing Kawaihae North Small Boat
Harbor, rehabilitating the pavement
on Akoni Pule Highway, and assist-
ing the community-based project to
provide a unique community facil-
ity at “Upolu Point.

I am grateful to serve as the State
Representative for Kohala and to
help secure much-needed funding
for these important public infra-
structure improvements. During
the next six months before the
2027 session, I will work with the
administration to implement bills
just approved and begin to prepare
bills to introduce in 2027. If you
have any questions or concerns,
please contact me at reptarnas@
capitol.hawaii.gov or 808-586-8510.
Mahalo!

County Council Update

From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember James Hustace

Aloha Kohala!

Over the past month, our com-
munity has come together in
many meaningful ways, celebrat-
ing achievements, honoring tra-
ditions, and reflecting on shared
values. Across the district, events
highlighted the accomplishments
of neighbors and friends, remind-
ing us of the strength and connec-
tion that define North Kohala and
Hawai‘i Island.

Early in April, I was proud to
recognize the Kohala Cowboys
Boys Basketball Team during their
banquet at Keokea Beach Park,
celebrating an extraordinary 2025-
2026 season that culminated in an
HHSAA Division II State Cham-

pionship. Joined by Mayor Kimo
Alameda and Representative David
Tarnas, we honored the team’s
outstanding discipline, teamwork
and resilience throughout an unde-
feated run, finishing 14-0 in league
play and capturing their fourth state
title under Coach Kihei Kapeliela.
Beyond their success on the court,
the Cowboys exemplified char-
acter, integrity and aloha, bring-
ing immense pride to Kohala and
Hawai‘i Island. It was an honor to
celebrate this remarkable achieve-
ment alongside their families and
community.

Once again, the Young Innova-
tors event showcased the creativity,
curiosity and problem-solving abili-

ties of our Kohala Middle School
students. Events like this high-
light the importance of investing
in education and encoura%ing the
next generation to think boldly and
pursue new ideas.

As the school year comes to a
close, graduation season is now
underway. This is a time of pride
and accomplishment, as students
reach important milestones and
Frepare for new chapters in their
ives. Whether continuing their
education, entering the workforce,
or exploring new paths, graduates
carry forward the support of their
families and community.

At the County level, work con-

See CC update on Page 6

(Future KMN Deadlines)

It’s important for the Kohala
Mountain News to receive ads and
news submissions by the following
deadlines. Otherwise, submissions

may not be accommodated.

June Deadlines
Ads and News: 6/12/26
Calendar: 6/19/26
Distribution: 6/26/26

July Deadlines
Ads and News: 7/10/26
_Calt_andgr: 7/17/26
\_ Distribution: 7/24/26 )

Our purpose is to enhance
and strengthen the community
by fostering continuous

communication and
understanding among the
various cultures, residents and
constituents.

ABOUT US

Layout & Calendar Editor

Annalene Williams @ 339-495I
kohalacalendar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper
Jill Kupitz ® 896-2332
jillkupitz@gmail.com

May Contributors
Teddi Anderson,

Lori Carroll, ClimbHI,
James Hustace, Roy Komoto,
Libby Leonard, Uttara Nelica

Lozej, Michaella Manantan, Tom
Morse, North Kohala Public
Library, Austin Pinho, Ashanti
Aenna Raquiza,

Ellen Sato, Gabriela
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We no longer offer a
subscription service.
The current and past
issues can be found at
kohalamountainnews.com.
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and Viewpoint articles
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the author’s name, address
and telephone number.
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protected under U.S. copyright laws. ©2026.
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Photo courtesy of James Hustace
Councilmember James Hustace
represents North Kohala as part of
Hawai’i County Council District 9.

tinues on the Fiscal Year 2026-2027
budget. Recent meetings with
numerous departments have pro-
vided valuable insight into pri-
orities, challenges, and future
investments, C{7articularly in infra-
structure and essential services.
These discussions are an important
step in ensuring that resources are
allocated thoughtfully to meet the
needs of our community, and fur-
ther deliberations will continue in
the weeks ahead.

Looking ahead, the upcom-
ing Kamehameha Day parade and
Ho’olaule’a offer a fabulous oppor-
tunity for the community to come
together in celebration of culture,
history, and shared identity. These
cherished traditions honor the
legacy of King Kamehameha while
bringing residents and families
together through music, food and
fellowship.

Altogether, these moments—
from celebrations and milestones
to planning for the future—reflect
the strong sense of community
that continues to guide and sustain
North Kohala and District 9.

I am honored to serve as your
Council Member. You are welcome
to email me at james.hustace@
hawaiicounty.gov, call our Waimea
office at (808) 887-6077, or our Hilo
office at (808) 961-8564.

Wishing you good health and
aloha!

ham
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Please call=Hfo¥ dinner\reservations

Mr. Duncan Anderson teaches seventh grade at Kohala Middle School. Every year he asks his students to choose a
problem on Hawai'i Island they would like to help solve. Students spend the earlier part of the school year researching and
doing projects related to their chosen topic. Toward the end of the year, the students are charged with bringing their mes-
sage out to the community in whatever way they see fit. Part of that goal can be accomplished by writing a Letter the Editor
for publication in the Kohala Mountain News. The following are some of those letters.

Beach Pollution

Hello! My name is Austin Pinho, and today I'm writ-
ir? about pollution on Hawaii beaches. How does this
affect us and the environment? Pollution causes great
risks in many ways.

For example, marine life is harmed by this pollution.
The most common type of pollution is microplastics,
which marine life could get tangled in. Pollution can
also cause marine life to die because of contamination
and chemicals, such as waste and things like batteries.

People eat a lot of seafood in Hawaii, which could be
contaminated or have various diseases in them, caused
by us. The rise of tourists is a major problem too. But I'm
not blaming them; we who live here are also a cause of
this problem. People forget trash on beaches and dump
trash near beaches.

In conclusion, I think we should take better care of
the beaches and the ocean, because without the oceanic
environment, the world would be worse. Way, WAY
worse.

Sincerely,

Austin Pinho

Sports Safety

Dear Readers,

Aloha you Hammahz of Kohala. I'm Michaella Man-
antan, a seventh grader from Kohala Middle School.
Have you ever thought about sport safety? I'll be writ-
ing about the importance of sport safety and the way it
can affect us.

Did you know that a lot of people, including us
kids, get injuries from something we love doing, which
is sports? It's true. Lots of people have gotten really
bad injuries from sports. A total of 5,993 concussions
occurred in only six years. We can try to stop getting
injuries by wearing the right gear, like ankle braces, ath-
letic wrap and more.

Don’t you want your kids to play safely in their
sport? Would you also hate it if your kid came home
injured from practice or a game? One time I came back
home from practice and my hand was sprained. It was
hurting so bad that it felt liKe my hand would come off.
What's worse is that I even thought to myself, “Should
I keep playing my sport or just quit playing already?”
Injuries are so bad because they can make you lose your
confidence or love for your sport.

Something I would like to see is us kids enjoying
the sport we play. I just think that we need to wear the
correct gear and get lots of hydration and rest. Lastly,
always play smart and follow all rules.

Mahalo for your time!

Sincerely,

Michaella Manantan

Vaping

Aloha peeps,

My name is Ashanti Raquiza and I am writing
about vaping and the health effects of it. Y’all crack-
heads need to stop vaping because it’s not good for
your health.

First of all, it could damage your lungs, which
leads to conditions like bronchiolitis and pneumonia.
Especially if you like to play sports or you are an ath-
lete, vaping is no good and you’re gonna have short-
ness of breath, coughing, and wheezing.

Vaping can also affect your mental health by
increasing your anxiety and depression. The nicotine
in vape juice can stimulate the release of your stress
hormones increasing anxiet?/ and irritability.

Vaping can also cause a lot more stuff, like cancer.

I hope that my writing can make some people stop
vaping. The best way to prevent addiction of vaping
is just to not start because if you vape even one time
you can already get addicted.

Mahalos,

Ashanti Raquiza

Clean Water

Dear People of Kohala,

Aloha, my name is Precious, and I'm in seventh
grade at Kohala Middle School. The water in Kohala
is running out fast! If you didn’t know, Kohala has
three big tanks of water, but we are sadly only using
one tank of water now, because there is no more water
in the other two.

Only one percent of the world’s water is available
for human consumption. Approximately 2.2 billion
people worldwide lack access to safe drinking water.
That's pretty sad, if you ask me. People should be
able to drink good water to stay alive and not have to
struggle to find water.

People don’t realize that they can be wasting
water in the simplest ways. For example, brushing
their teeth. This is a very common reason why people
waste water, such as leaving the water on as you
brush your teeth. Also, when people wash disﬁes,
they use a lot of water, depending on how many
dishes they have.

Kohala is such a good community, we take care of
each other as if we were family, even if we were not,
we still find ways to help eaCK other out with stuff.
The outcome that I want to see is people using less
water, so that people can thrive with a good amount
of water.

Mahalo nui for listening and thank you for your
time.

Precious Yamamoto-Ramos

Thanke for being
part of the {fun!
Let’s do it again:

June 29
6:30-9:30
Dinner from 6:00
Cover charge 410

808-881-95%9

Dental Center

Your smile is our top priority

e New Patient Exams e Teeth Whitening
e Crowns & Bridges e Full/Partial Dentures
e\eneers e Composite Fillings e Implants

e Root Canal Therapy e Wisdom Teeth

Welcoming New Patients
Call us today to request an appointment

LOLELE]

kohaladental.com

808-889-6277
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By Gabriela Schneider

North Kohala has always known
something the rest of the world is
waking up to: that people do better
together. Neighbors who show up
for each other. Community groups
that protect the ‘aina. Celebrations
that bring generations into the same
room.

So it’s fitting that one of the
most powerful community well-
ness practices in the world was
born right here on the Big Island
about a quarter century ago and
has since spread to more than 200
cities around the world. It’s called
ecstatic dance, and it’s exactly what
it sounds like: people moving freely
to music, together, in a space where

What’s Ecstatic About Dancing?

there are no wrong moves.

In ecstatic dance, you don’t need
a partner, a costume, or a single
lesson. You don’t even need to
know how to dance. All you need
is a body that can move, even from
a chair or lying on the grass, and
music that makes you want to.

Rhythm Sanctuary Kohala pro-
vides you with that every Sunday at
the Kohala Village Hub Barn from
10 a.m. to 12 noon. (And on the first
Sunday of the month, there’s also a
community potluck.)

“Dancing to music is such a
beautiful, immersive way to be
present in the moment” said
Rhythm Sanctuary Kohala Founder
Lori Carroll. “Plus, ecstatic dance

Free Bone Density and Muscle Tone
Building Classes

Uttara Nelica Lozej will be offer-
ing free group exercise sessions at
the Yoga Hale at the Kohala Food
Hub in Hawi from June 29 through
July 16: Mondays and Wednesdays
at 10 a.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays
at 11:30 a.m.

Bring a mat, one or two light
dumbbells; a tennis ball; a broom-
stick; a strap for stretching; and
short and long stretchy bands, if
you have them.

The training regimens uti-
lized by Uttara integrate scientifi-
cally researched drills proven to
reduce back pain and rehabilitate
shoulders, feet and knees. The
fundamental exercises build basic
strength, bone density and balance.

“Challenge all your insurmount-
able obstacles. You are bound to
succeed.” — Sri Chinmoy

Contact: Uttara Nelica Lozej at
nlozej@gmail.com.

Active Aging with Uttara

Free Group Exercise Sessions

J --o >
2 29 through July 1¢
ale at the Kohala Fooc
)ea Road in Hawi, 1.3 miles makai on t

I

If you have, please bring:
ga mat or towel, broomstick, one smal
bbell, tennis or lacrosse ball, stretchy ba
' strap like a bathrobe belt.

Muscle Loss

nstructor:
_orrective

Avoid Back, K
Shoulder Pain<

ra Neli Lozej -
pecialist, In
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is a much more fun way to exercise
and burn off whatever accumulated
during the week than going to the
gym,” she added with a chuckle.

Recent scientific studies point
to dance’s positive impact on one’s
health that goes beyond keeping
your physica%body fit. Dancing also
improves brain health, emotional
resilience, and social connection —
making it one of the most powerful
things you can do for your mind,
body, and community.

Xnd moving freely in a room
full of neighbors is what Rhythm
Sanctuary Kohala is all about. The
entire event is designed to create
a container for you to feel safe to
let go. In ecstatic dance, you leave
the ~conversations, phones, and
photo-taking behind. The goal is
to immerse yourself fully in the
experience and let your body lead.
So don’t expect any verbal instruc-
tion from tﬁe facilitator or talking
on the dance floor. (There is ample
outdoor space for a quiet conver-
sation.) It’s a sober dance without
words, shoes, or judgement.

As you slip off your slippahs
and put your phone on do not dis-
turb, you’ll hear meditative music
guiding you inside where sunlight,
Kohala breezes, and beautiful floral
arrangements shared by volun-
teer Kitti Hart greet you. You may
want to find a cozy corner to start
stretching as you begin settling into

CARTOW
KOHALA

* 24-hour Towing, Recovery,
and Lock-out Service

+ Vehicle Repairs

+ Oil Changes and Service

+ Equipment Hauling

+ Vehicle Safety Inspections

* Propane

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

Located at the bottom of Hawi Rd.
KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

889-1061

. ) -
KAMA‘AINA
OVWNED

the moment. And if you're there
at the very beginning before the
music starts, you can join hands in
the opening circle. (The music goes
for about an hour and 45 minutes,
and there’s no need to arrive at the
beginning nor stay until the end.)

The music begins intentionally
introspective and without recogniz-
able lyrics so you can connect with
your 1Ereath and let the part of you
that doesn’t need words take over
for a while.

The DJ isn’t a superstar on the
stage, but a facilitator of your musi-
cal journey on the same level as
you. They artfully curate music
that follows a wave that starts slow
and grounding, gradually building
energy and intensity to a {)eak, and
descending back into stillness and
integration. Toward the end, there
is a lyrical portion where a phrase
may inspire extra release. And the
sound system is state of the art, so
the music can do what it’s meant to:
move you.

You can dance alone or with
a partner, as long as there is 100%
consent. You'll often see dancers
on the lawn or resting against one
of the majestic trees. Rhythm Sanc-
tuary Kohala welcomes the whole
ohana, so you may also see keiki
blowing bubbles or babies with ear-
muffs snuggling with their mamas.

Back on the dance floor, the bass

See Dance on Page 8

FREE-FORM
DANCE WITH
LIVE DJ's

Ecstatic

Dance!

Every Sunday Morning
10:00-12:00

The Barn, 55-514 Hawi Rd
RHYTHMSANCTUARYHI.COM
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Photo by Lori Carroll

Ecstatic dance celebrates people moving freely to music, together, in a
space where there are no wrong moves.

gets thumping as the wave begins
to peak. On any given Sunday,
you'll also experience co-organizers
Lori Carroll and Gabriela Schneider
practically levitating as they jump
up and down and laugh.

You may find yourself laughing,
too. The communal vibe of celebra-
tion on the dance floor is infectious.

National Geographic describes
the phenomenon this way: “in
those peak moments — when the
beat drops, the floor vibrates, and
strangers move as one — research-
ers have observed a phenomenon
called interbrain  synchrony.”
Moving in sync with others causes a

meaningful increase in connection.

That’s the power of moving
together.

When the music’s over, the
group inte%rates experiences in a
closing circle to transition from the
heightened state of the dance back
into ordinary life. It's a time to share
and bond with your neighbors.
What a sweet antidote to the algo-
rithms and other forces that try to
divide us.

See you on the dance floor Sun-
days at 10 a.m. and at a special night
dance Friday, June 12, with D] NTU
from 6-8 p.m. More info at rhythm-
sanctuaryhi.com.

Movie Theaters in Kohala
First in a Series

This multi-part story originally ran in the Kohala Mountain News
beginning in June of 2014.

By Tom Morse

Today, if you live in Kohala
and want to see a movie in a
theater, you must drive at least
an hour. But there was a time
when there were multiple movie
theaters all over Kohala. In fact,
at various times there were ten
separate movie theaters. This
cannot be explained by differ-
ences in population. In 1930 (at
the transition point between
silent and sound movies), the
population was 6,275, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census Bureau.
By 1940, when the three largest
sound theaters in Kohala were
new, it was 5,362. And yet those
three theaters, open every eve-
ning, had a combined seating
capacity of 1,430 seats!

Not many people came
from other parts of the island
to attend Kohala theaters. The
Kohala Mountain Road was the
only access to Kohala till 1968.
Until it was paved about 1934,
a one-way trip to Waimea took
about four hours.

The lifestyle of this area was
integrally tied to the six sugar
mills, which stretched from
Hawi to Niuli‘i. Especially in
the silent film era (1921-1930),

the mills wanted after-work
entertainment for the workers,
many of whom were single men
of various ethnic backgrounds
brought in to work on the plan-
tations. Transportation was
much more likely to be by foot
or horseback, as very few people
owned cars. The mills supplied
the theaters, not only for enter-
tainment, but also to assure
that the workers did not go to
another mill nearby in search
of recreation. Plantation work-
ers were generally housed in
“camps” surrounding the mill.
The mill theater was located
near the camps. Although the
theaters were open to the public,
most people, even up to 1950,
did not travel far from their mill
area, even though the distance
between mills was only three
or four miles. As there were
very few entertainment alterna-
tives, many people went to the
theaters more than one night
a week. And of course, several
relate that they met their spouses
at the theaters.

The early theaters were very
basic. Benches were the usual
seats. In Mahukona, where there

See Theater, on Page 9
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Kohala Movie Theaters

SILENT FILMS
1921-1934

HAWI MOVIES - 19208

PINEAPPLE CANNERY - 19208
HALAWA MILL - 19208

UNION MILL - 19208 - EARLY 1930S*

SOUND FILMS
1930-2001

MAKAPALA THEATER - 19208-1939
HAWI THEATER - 1935-1973

KAHEI THEATER - 1940-2001
KOHALA THEATER - 1940-1958

KOHALA MILL (HALAULA) 1920S - LATE 1930S*

DOWNTOWN KAPAAU 1920S - EARLY 1930S*

was no theater, movie goers sat
on bags on raw sugar awaiting
shipment. Admission price to
most theaters was nine cents for
adults, seven cents for children.

A movie industry trade mag-
azine in 1921 refers to the “Hawi
Movies”, the earliest reference
to a movie theater in Kohala. It
most surely was located on the
open space area between the
banyan trees and Akoni Pule
Higﬁway in the center of Hawi,
and was built by the planta-
tion. The manager was Johnny
Medieros. Showing only silent
films, the theater later became
a US.O. hall until some time
after World War II. Prior to the
war, there were live shows by
Japanese performers. The site is

“Call for support today, I'm sure happy | did!”

Kupu Care: Helping
Our Community Feel
Better — Together

If you are living with cancer,
heart, lung, or liver disease
and want to ease your
physical pain, trouble
breathing, nauseaq,
tiredness, and anxiety?
Kupu Palliative Care can
help! We support both
patients and families.
Call our care team today!

o]

* SILENT, THEN SOUND FILMS SHOWN

P &

Photo courtesy of Ellen Sato
Koichi Sugiyama managed all the
Kohala theaters showing silent

films.

sl

VMo A HAWALY
Y. M CARECHOICES
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Living with

| serious illness?
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(808) 969-1733

Pohai Malama
Welcomes Kupuna
to Live or Stay

Nestled in the heart of
beautiful Hilo, Pohai Malama
Care Home offers a peaceful,

safe place to call home —
where kupuna receive
personalized care, heartfelt
attention, and round-the-
clock support. Ask about
visiting for a short stay one
to three weeks!

P Hospice@ | Paliative® | Bereavement @ |
o] Connect with us at: @ hawaiicarechoices.org or ¢ (808) 969-1733

still marked by the stone steps and walkway leading up from the
intersection of the highway and Shige’s Service Station. The theater
stood near where the pine tree now stands.

Koichi Sugiyama

Beginning in 1925, Koichi Sugiyama managed all the theaters
showing silent films. Born in Kohala in 1893, the son of one of the
first Japanese plantation workers to come to the Big Island, Koichi
picked up the films at the wharf in Mahukona, where they came in
once a week on a sugar freighter. He then lined up projectionists to
show the movies each night at the various theaters, often using his
own projection equipment. No electricity? No problem, he ran the
projector with power from his car engine.

At times theater patrons would play their ukuleles to accompany
the action on the screen. Far and away the most well received were
“cowboy” films. The silent film era especially featured many male

See Theater, on Page 10

- 1 Pineapple Y
el 2 Kahei Theater ‘\\
3 Hawi Movies, Hawi Theater
4 Union Mill

5 Kapa’au Theater

6 Kohala Mill, Kohala Theater
7 Halawa Mill

8 Makapala Theater

Map courtesy of Tom Morse
Theater Locator Map

53-4033 Hiwahiwa Place: 3 BR 2BA with ensuite
studio lower level $695,000 on 1/2+ acre

Open House June 12th 9:30-noon

Alg()()d Hawaii, LLC

REAL ESTATE IS OUR KRULEANA
www.algoodhi.com

55-3410 Akoni Pule Hwy,
Building 2
PO 190694,
Hawi, HI 96719

- HOLLY ALGOOD, PB
- RB22414

| Cell 808-557-0354

- e holly@algoodhi.com
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cowboy film stars. This trend
continued when sound was
introduced, although only a few
stars transitioned well. Sound
also introduced the singing cow-
boys, such as Gene Autry, Roy
Rogers, and Tex Ritter. And of
course, John Wayne, who made
at least five films a year begin-
ning in 1932. The first tech-
nicolor films were introduced
in 1935. Some theaters had one
ni%ht each week for Japanese or
Filipino films only.

The Kapunapuna Pineapple

lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

Lic# BC13017

-
-'.'.
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www. kapaauveterinarycenter.com

Cannery began in 1919 to grow
and can pineapples in the acreage
between Puakea and Puuhui. In
the early 1920s this area housed
a small movie theater, as well as
a store. The pineap{)le venture
was not commercially success-
ful, and the theater closed with
it in 1931.

The Union Mill began in
1874. It was located makai on
what is now Union Mill Road in
Kapa’au. Sometime in the 1920s,
the mill erected a theater with
benches which seated about
fifty. Movies were shown every
night by Koichi Sugiyama. In the
20s the films were silent. In the
30s sound films were shown on
a permanent projector/speaker
system. It remained in opera-
tion as a theater until the merger
with the Kohala Mill in Halaula
in 1937. It then held boxing
matches until it was torn down,
sometime around 1942.

The Halawa Mill began in
1873. It was located adjacent to
the highway just past the Wo On
Store. A mﬂ{ theater was built
here also. The theater closed
when the Halawa Mill merged
into the Kohala Mill in 1929.

A theater was built sometime
in the 1920s in central Kapa'au
on the old road to the hospital. It
showed silent films at first, and
then sound films until it was

Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri  8:00 - 5:30 ‘e

& ELECTRIC LINES

* NEW CONSTRUCTION & SEPTIC SYSTEMS
« TRENCHING FOR WATER WASTE

« NOW DOING SERVICE WORK
« WASTE INSPECTION AND LEAK DETECTION

CALL VINNY 808-895-2374 (8AM-4PM)
(After hours call Moses 808-895-0583)

Licensed and insured
Contractor License #C-22348
Plumber license PJ6860

Cammiff @fuméf@ “(;

torn down in the early 1930s.

The Kohala Mill in Halaula
was the first mill in operation,
beginning in 1863. In the 1920s
it too bui%c a theater at the makai
end of the property near the
shooting range. As the other
mills merged one by one with
the Koha?a Mill, this became
the last mill theater. It closed in
1939 with the completion of the
luxurious Kohala Theater which
opened in 1940. The building
remained in use as a recreational
hall, well into the 1950s.

Kazuo Komoto

The Makapala Theater like-
wise was built sometime in
the 1920s. Although it was not
owned by a sugar mill, it was
the main recreational outlet for
the nearby Niuli'i Mill. It was
owned by the Zane family, who
also owned a store next door,
until it was sold to Kiyomatsu
Komoto in about 1929. His son,
Kazuo, was the projectionist. It
also showed silent films at first,
and then converted to sound in
the early 1930s. It closed in 1939,
at the time that the Niuli’i Mill
merged with Kohala Mill.

The store continued on for
many years. The Komotos sold
the store to the Pasamonte
family in the early 1950s. The

a.‘-‘ . "

Photo courtesy of Roy Komoto
Kazuo Komoto was the
projectionist at the Makapala
. Theater. .
theater bulldmgahoused various

businesses into the early 1990s.

Today the stone steps leadin
to the site of the theater can still
be seen directly across the street
from the walkway to the Maka-
pala School (now the Makapala
Christian Retreat Center) on
Akoni Pule Highway, just past
the road to tl%e Kohala Bap-
tist Church (formerly St. Paul’s
Church).

The Makapala Store still stands

See Theater, on Page 11

‘WE'RE HIRING!:

Join our team!

KINGS VIEW CAFE « ACKERMAN GALLERIES « ELEMENTS OF KOHALA
T FULL & PART TIME

A

— I
i

P

[KINGS VIEW [IlC)

<~ CAFE ~—

($) EXCELLENT PAY

(%) GREAT BENEFITS

GOOD WORKING
ENVIRONMENT

ACKERMAN
GALLERIES
SN
ELEMENTS

of Kohala
T

#am  APPLY IN PERSON:

(@) ACKERMAN GALLERIES

- NEXT DOOR TO KINGS VIEW CAFE

NO NEED TO DRIVE - SAVE TIME & GAS!
WORK RIGHT HERE IN TOWN.

OR | DX

_= e look {bwa.wf lo weﬁ:ng you lo owr feam! — _

EMAIL YOUR RESUME:

ACKGIFT@GMAIL.COM

S

8foot'by 10-foot s' aces vgilable
Lighthouse Road, Halaula, HI
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Photo courtesy of the North Kohala Public Library, Reference Room

Makapala Theater

next to the site of what was once the Makapala Theater.

Individual maps show more detailed locations of North Kohala
theaters.

THEATERS IN HAWI

Author’s note: The information presented in this article was gleaned
primarily from interviews with Kohala’s kupuna. If after reading this you
find any inaccuracies, or if you have additional insights, please contact
me. Future articles will I/eature the big three sound theaters: The Hawi,
The Kahei and The Kohala. Special thanks to Ellen ( Suiiyama) Sato, Lucy
Hinokawa, Rod Hinokawa, |r., Zen and Iris Fugii, Shiro Takata, Henry
Dulan, Joe Mattos, Roy Komoto, Harold Sugiyama, Jr., and Lowell Angell.

_THEATER
O _AKONI PULE HWY.
1920's-30'S
KOHALA THEATERS > BANYON
T o TREES

B3 KAHEI THEATER =
o - 2
)
=)

LIGHTHOUS
—_— A  HAWIMOVIES

aﬂ il
THEATER -

T 3 * HAWI THEATER

D :

1940'5-50's

PACIFIC TERMITE AND PEST CONTROL ~ Get

Local Experts. Trusted. Experienced. Quote!

Got Termites or Pests?
Residential & Commercial
Termite: Fumigation,

» Ground Treatment, TIR

General Pest Control:
Roaches, Rodents,
Little Fire Ants

Woo-Woo Shop: [=]%¥4[=]

+ Sit Under the Copper Pyramid « Relax in the :
Scalar Field « Browse for Crystals, Chimes, 2
Kaeo & Shirley Carter, Owners Native Flutes & Drums, Singing Bowls, Fairy

Doors, Essential Oils, Jewelry and Items That [=]
Can Help You Experience Peace and Deep Joy.

VELER AN
PACIFICTERMITEANDPESTCONTROL.COM | CALL NOW! (808) 959-3333 RSN Nt e oo e ot syt

LIC. PCO.1690
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Theater, from Page 11

UNION MILL THEATER

KAPA’AU THEATER

MAKAPALA THEATER HALAWA MILL THEATER

KEOKEA PA_R-'IE HAPUU BAY

AKONI PULE HWY.

FRIDAY
Reliable HANDYMAN Lype!

QUALITY HOME & PROPERTY MAINTAINANCE

Serving Kohala, Waimea, and Kona Coast with 40 years in the building trades-

To Advertise In
» The Kohala
. Mountain

News
Call Tom
(808) 345 0706

TECHNOLOGY
CONSULTING

w kohala-help.com
La N
i rh

including building spec homes, property & project management and 20 years as =
alicensed landscape contractor-I bring craftsmanship, attention to detail and

ractical solutions to every job, whether I'm building wit stone, or wood. © . .
P R g 4 > Darian Ebrahimi

Environmentally Conscious & Detail Oriented
Services Include:

Custom woodwork & fine finishing Personal assistance/sourcing

Hardware and software trouble-
shooting. Help with installations

: . S and upgrades.
Doors, windows & trim specialists

Decks, arbors, fences, & outdoor structures + Vacation rental touch-ups &

st : . Setup and diagnose networks and
Irrigation maintenance, drip systems, pop- turnovers

printers. Plan and deploy backup
up sprinklers & controllers Painting-interior/exterior and network security objectives.
Organic pest management: fire ants & more * Confidential & NDA willing

General repairs & problem solving + References upon request

Build new workstations for your
home or work.

(808) 642-7353  [Ol7+0]

Solutions @ T

that work for you ®
support@kohala-help.com

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

James Land ¢ 808-430-7290 ¢ herenowjim@gmail.com
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Sunday Worship and
Children’s Program 9:30 am
Tuesday Prayer 11:30 am
Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm
www.kalahikiolacc.com
53-540 'lole Rd., Kapa'au
Pastor Mark Blair
E Komo Mai!

Kalahikiola Church Kohala Baptist Church
“Since 1832, proclaiming Jesus Christ Across from Makapala Retreat
to Kohala” ‘Come to ‘Me, a[fl/uu who [abor and are

heavy laden, and 9 will give you rest.,
(Matthew 11:28) A

Please join us Sundays for Bible Study
at 9:00 AM and Worship and children's
Sunday School at 10:30 AM

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416
Follow us on [J Kohala Baptist Church

is 4 KOHALA HONGWANJI
% 2 SHIN BUDDHISM

June Service
Sunday, June 21, 10:00 am

All are invited to come and share in the
compassion of our Nembutsu
teachings. Bon Dance and Obon service

on July 4! Come and dance!

Reverend Daido Baba
808-884-4481

Gospel of Salvation
Kohala
55-146 Kokoiki Road
Service: Sunday 9:00 AM
Adult Bible Study: Monday 7 PM
Prayer Meeting: Friday 7 PM

Pastor Kawika Kihara
www. gos-kohala.org

Kohala SDA Church

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
*/ , Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
-, Divine Service: 10:45 AM .
4% am, Potluck-Fellowship i 4w,
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Sacred Heart
Catholic Church

Hawi, Hawai'i - The Welcoming Church
Masses: Saturday 4 pm
Sunday 7a.m. - 9:30 am
Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am
Adoration: 1stFriday 6:30 - 7:30 pm

Father Lambert Hurint 808-889-6436

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

Adjacent to Aloha Gas

- 889-6405
) Dr.Daryl Stang

rokuhawaii@gmail.com

Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa“au
Open M-F 8:30am -4:30pm

B | A=

(P ST. AUGUSTINE’S

E komo mai!

Sunday services 7am & 9am
Keiki Sunday School 9 am
Facebook Livestream 9 am

www.staugustineskohala.com

Please join us
to explore About the
Baha'iFaith

» @ “Hope for Humanity”
y onJune20,at3PM
in Hawi, HI

Call Bob and Elaine Losey
at 808-551-0665 for more information

MONTHLY CALENDAR JUNE 2026
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“Life is Forever”
We have the proof!
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Join with fellow like-minded
individuals at The Temple of
Spiritual Healing &
Education, an evidential
Spiritualist church that
offers teachings on:
How to send & receive
Spiritual Healing, the secret
of Prayer. Join us for
Musical Inspiration in
Songs, Chants & Satsang.

Rediscover your Faith in
Angels.

Contact April Lee for
online Services;
Sun, 10AM; Wed, 5:30PM

We offer help for You:
Blessings, Christenings,
Protection of unwanted

spirits, Memorials,
Weddings & Final-days
‘Departure’ assistance.

TempleofHealing@proton.me

or 808-989-5995.

DAY | START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE
6/1 | MON |4:30PM ADVISORY GROUP MEETING NKCDP 0LD COURTHOUSE IMUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM
6/1 | MON |3:00PM | 4:00PM | CHINESE MEDICINE W/ ILA JHAVERI | FOOD-AS-THERAPY, ACUPRESSURE, AND OTHER LIFESTYLE TOOLS. NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655
6/1 | MON |[5:00PM |6:30PM | CHESSCLUB ALL AGES WELCOME! NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655
6/2 |TUE |(1:00PM |4:00PM | TEEN TASTY TUESDAY LEARN TO SEW A MINI TASTY TREAT AND WATCH THE PRINCESS BRIDE. NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655
6/3 |WED |4:30PM KOHALA COMMUNITY ACCESS GROUP | NKCDP OLD COURTHOUSE IMUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM
6/3 |WED |7:00PM TEMPLE OF SPIRITUAL HEALING GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP - CALL FOR Z0OM LINK Z00M 808-989-5995
6/5 |FRI [ 3:00PM | 6:00PM | FEATURED ARTIST RECEPTION BIG ISLAND ARTISTS & CRAFTSMEN OLENA GALERY 808-345-1779
6/6 | SAT [8:00AM | 11:00AM | THRIFT SHOP ST AUGUSTINE'S 808-889-5390
6/6 |[SAT |5:30PM | 8G00PM | FEATURED ARTIST RECEPTION MALUHIA CAMARILLO ARTISTS’ COOPERATIVE | 808-854-1058
6/8 | MON |5:30PM | 6:30PM | SOUNDBATH SOUND BATH WITH LEILANI SILVER NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655
679 |TUE [ 11:00AM | 12:00PM | BOOK CLUB THE CONVENIENCE STORE BY THE SEA BY SONOKO MACHIDA NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655
6/10 | WED | 9:00 AM AFFORDABLE HOUSING GROUP NKCDP POMAIKA " | CAFE IMUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM
6/10 | WED | 5:00PM GROWTH MANAGEMENT GROUP NKCDP 0LD COURTHOUSE IMUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM
6/15 | MON |(5:30PM | 7:00PM | FAMILY BOARD GAMES PLAY SOME CLASSIC BOARD GAMES. NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655
6/16 | TUE [ 2:00PM | 4:00PM | WRITER'S WORKSHOP USING SENSORY DETAILS IN WRITING NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655
6/17 | WED | 3:30 PM UTILITIES GROUP NKCDP 0LD COURTHOUSE IMUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM
6/17 | WED | 5:00 PM PARKS, ROADS VIEW PLANES GROUP | NKCDP OLD COURTHOUSE IMUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM
6/18 | THU [ 9:00AM [ 11:00AM | SACRED HEART FOOD BASKET FOOD DISTRIBUTION SACRED HEART CHURCH | 808-889-6436
6/19 | FRI | 4:00 PM HEALTH & WELLNESS GROUP NKCDP NKCRC IMUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM
6/20 | SAT [ 11:00AM | 1:00PM | TOOL LIBRARY WORKSHOPS USEFUL AND BEGINNER-FRIENDLY TOPICS TOOL LIBRARY 808-213-7779
6/22 (MON [ 5:30PM (7:00PM | HAWAIIAN HISTORY TALK WITH BOYD BOND NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655
6/23 | TUE [ 3:00PM ([ 4:30PM | POKEMON TCG CLUB COME PLAY. AGES 6-18 NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655
6/24 | WED | 4:00 PM RESTORATIVE YOGA THERAPY CLASS | WITH CARLA ORELLANA - BY REQUEST CALL FOR LOCATION 808-238-6111
6/25 | THU ( 5:00 PM AGRICULTURE GROUP NKCDP NKCRC IMUAKOHALA@GMAIL.COM
6/29 | MON (5:00PM [ 7:00PM | TEEN AND ADULT BOARD GAMES BOARD GAMING NIGHT FOR TEENS AND ADULTS. NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 808-889-6655
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WEEKLY EVENTS IN JUNE 2026
EVENT VENUE CONTACT (808)
8:30AM NARCOTICS TALK STORY RAINBOW CAFE
9AM SENIOR CLUB @ CIVIC CENTER KOHALASENIORS@GMAIL.COM
12:00PM SENIOR BALANCE, STRENGTH & FITNESS | KIC 238-6111
4PM 6PM TOOL LIBRARY 54-3842 AKONI 213-7119
PULE HWY
4:30PM RMD TAIKO CLASSES HUB HALE 895-2025
5:30PM DEFIANT BRATS (WOMENS' AR) AINAKEA HOME 147-9627
TUE L 9AM NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS NEAR SKATE PARK 805-452-9501
8AM 9AM TAI CHIWITH PETER BEEMER OUTSIDE HISAOKA GYM | 895-0737
8AM YOGA/PILATES BEGINNER CLASS OUTSIDE HISAOKA GYM | 333-8275
4PM 6PM TOOL LIBRARY 54-3842 AKONI 213-771719
PULE HWY
4:45PM | 6PM THE JOY OF BELLY DANCING CALL FOR LOCATION | 238-6111
4:00PM FOOD PANTRY STAUGUSTINE'S 889-5390
6PM 8PM PICKLE BALL HISAOKA GYM 333-8712
6PM 8PM TABLE TENNIS/PING PONG OLD COURT HOUSE 889-1099
m 10AM 11AM STORY TIME NK PUBLIC LIBRARY | 889-6655
12PM 6PM THRIFT SHOP STAUGUSTINE'S 889-5390
2PM 4PM OPEN GUIDED ART STUDIO ARTISTS' CO-0P 960-3597
2PM 3PM LEGO CLUB NK PUBLIC LIBRARY | 889-6655
3:30PM | 4:30PM | RMD TAIKO CLASSES (NOT 1STWED) | JODO MISSION 895-2025
5PM 6PM CHOIR PRACTICE ST AUGUSTINE'S 889-5390
6PM 8PM FREE MEAL AND BIBLE STUDY KALAHIKIOLA CHURCH | 218-4872
6PM 7:30PM | SEIBUKAN KARATE ACADEMY HISAOKA GYM 889-1828
PM SPIRITUAL HEALING SERVICE Z00M 989-5995
7PM 8PM ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS ST. AUGUSTINE'S 895-5843
LM 8:30AM | 1PM TOOL LIBRARY 54-3842 AKONI 213-771719
PULE HWY
9:30AM | 10:45PM | HEALING CIRCLE FOR ADDICTS NANI'S GARDEN 805-452-9501
1PM 4PM THRILLING THRUSDAYS FOR KEIKI NK PUBLIC LIBRARY | 889-6655
5PM OPEN CIRCLE MEDITATION (NOT 2ND) | KEOKEA BEACH PARK | 889-5390
6PM 8PM PICKLE BALL HISAOKA GYM 333-8712
6PM 8PM TABLE TENNIS/PING PONG OLD COURT HOUSE | 889-1099
m 8AM NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS MEETING | WILEY HALL ON IOLE | 805-452-9501
8AM 9AM TAI CHIWITH PETER BEEMER OUTSIDE HISAOKAGYM | 895-0737
L\ 8AM 12PM HAWI FARMERS MARKET KOHALA VILLAGE INN | 895-7870
8AM | 5PM | TOOLLIBRARY 54-3842 AKONI 2137779
PULE HWY
m 10AM 12PM ECSTATIC DANCE HUB BARN
6PM M SEIBUKAN KARATE ACADEMY HISAOKA GYM 889-1828
PM 8PM RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING RED COTTAGE (907)888-8166
VILLAGE HUB

Kohala Artists Coop
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Art, stories, laughter, music & pupus at the Kohala Artist’s Coop,
from 6-8pm, June 6%, 2026, across from the Kapaau post office

Kohala High School Students Attend
ClimbHI Hiring Blitz

On May 7, Hawai'i workforce
development nonprofit ClimbHI
partnered with West Hawai‘i high
schools, businesses and organi-
zations to host its annual West
Hawai‘i Hiring Blitz for high school
students.

Students from eight high schools
had the opportunity to apply on-
site for internships, apprentice-
ships, trades, jobs and training.

Hiring Blitz events help expe-
dite the hiring process for high
school juniors and seniors by con-
necting them with available oppor-
tunities. Nearly 30 businesses and
organizations with immediate job,
internship and training opportu-
nities participated, representing a
variety of industries.

“We are working collabora-
tively with our schools and local
businesses to offer our juniors and
seniors a one-stop-shop where they
can ask questions, interview and
apply for opportunities,” said Julie
Morikawa, President of ClimbHI.
“This is a final step for many stu-

dents who have already partici-
pated in ClimbHI's Leadership,
Exploration, Inspiration (LEI) and
Exposure Fair events. These events
are designed to help them iden-
tify their interests, understand the
training and education needed, and
build contacts and relationships —
with the goal of ultimately securing
their dream career.”

Reimagining and streamlinin
the hiring process creates muc
greater interest and more connec-
tions than a typical career fair.
Importantly, these events link stu-
dents up with career paths that
offer economic self-sufficiency with
a clear progression plan.

Founded in 2009, the Hawai'i-
based 501(c)(3) nonprofit ClimbHI
seeks to inspire students to finish
high school and proceed to post-
secondary education or employ-
ment by exposing them to future
career paths and the steps necessary
to achieve those goals. For more,
visit climbhi.org.

See ClimbHI, on Page 15

Roots Skatepark Summer Skate Nights

Attention all skaters! Head to Roots Skatepark every second Satur-
day from June through August for Summer Skate Nights. All ages,
all levels. Check @roots_skatepark on Instagram for more details.

PROPOSAL WRITING NORTH KOHALA

WORKSHOP

@ the NKCRC office

JUNE 2 - 5:30PM - 6:30 PM
JUNE 9 - 5:30PM - 6:30 PM
JUNE 16 - 5:30PM - 6:30 PM

JUNE 27 - 10AM - 2PM

COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

RIEES3IS AE3IS SIS

_ IHE__
GRANTSMANSHIP
~ CENTER.

Get funding. Create change.

$100 for projects not sponsored by NKCRC

Register

www.northkohala.org/workshop

& 8088895523

= info@northkohala.org
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ClimbHI, from Page 14 -

The Four Seasons Resort.

Health insurer HMSA.

CHRIS JOHNSON

BUILDER

Happy to quote your home
improvement projects
and/or repairs.

Call 936-7064
kohalachris@gmail.com

References and projects online at:

www.chrisbuilds.com
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HANAULA HOME WITH OCEAN VIEWS
Custom 3 BR, 2.5 BA home offers 1,786 SF of
living space, vaulted ceilings, a gourmet
kitchen, and beautiful red oak flooring. 250 SF
ocean-view lanai & extensive outdoor
entertaining area. Detached garage, a 320 SF
workshop with 220V power, separate carport,
and a solar-electric system.

54-3701 Lehuula Cir.
Kapa‘au, HI 96755

REFRESHED PLANTATION HOME
Don’t miss out on this North Kohala gem, with a
new roof on home and garage, new windows
and doors, new water heater, and new vinyl
plank flooring. Freshly painted and ready for
your move-in. Fully fenced with new hog wire
and front gate. 3 BR / 2 BA; 965 SF. Luscious
tropical landscaping on 0.34 acres.

OCEAN VIEWS FROM MALIU RIDGE
Well-maintained 2,660 SF custom home on 1.16
acres of terraced, fully fenced land. Open-
concept interior features 3 BR/ 2.5 BA, a
dedicated office, plus solar power, a central
vacuum system, and a primary suite with a
jacuzzi tub. New carpet and updated fixtures.

56-771 Kualapa PI.
Hawi, H1 96719

53-460 Halaula Maulili Rd.

MLS 727701] $1,600,000 Kapa‘au, HI 96755 MLS 729296 | $710,000 MLS 728496 | $1,149,000

808-889-5181

info@kohalapacificrealty.com
SERVING HAWAI'l SINCE 1984

SALES | MID- & LONG-TERM RENTALS
SECOND-HOME PROPERTY MGMT

Heidi Hernandez
Owner &
Principal Broker
RB-23485

OHALA

Pac iﬁc Rea Ir_y

SCAN ME

12 [ RB-23657
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KHS Girls Softball 2026

The Kohala High School 2026 Girls Softball Team.
Front row (left to right): Raine Cazimero, Mele Cazimero, Raea Akana, Saydee Kawai. Back Row: Sophia Godoy-Bach, Kalista Caravalho, TT Keawe,
Malie Karratti, llima Napoleon, Lily Hook, Lo Carvalho.
Manager: Lexi Isabel.

FRANK
FOODS REDS —
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“Always leave with a Smile”

'@ 808 - 889 - 5261 e )
OPEN: MON TO SAT 8AM - 7PM & '. NDAY’BAM - 4PV






