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By Annalene Kotzé
On the evening of May 26, stu-

dents from Kohala Unupaʻa and 
Naʻau Oiwi gathered at the Kohala 
Village Hub Barn to share the fruits 
of a year’s worth of research and 
discovery with their community. 
The event, a student hoʻike, marked 
a milestone for the Kohala Indig-
enous Data Hub — an innovative 
pilot program weaving together 
traditional knowledge, community 

Kohala Unupaʻa and Naʻau Oiwi Haumana Showcase Indigenous Data Hub 
Projects at Community Hoʻike

storytelling, and modern data sci-
ence.

The Indigenous Data Hub 
(IDH) is a collaboration between 
the North Kohala Community 
Resource Center (NKCRC), Kohala 
Schools, and the University of 
Hawaiʻi’s Offi  ce of Indigenous 
Knowledge and Innovation. The 
program is rooted in a simple 
but powerful idea: that ancestral 
knowledge and contemporary sci-

ence and technology are stronger 
together. By grounding research 
projects in the stories, landscapes, 
and living culture of Kohala, 
haumana [students] develop real 
data science and STEM skills — 
often without even realizing it.

“When students are investigat-
ing something they already care 
about — a place they know, a story 
from their family, a question about 
their own backyard — learning 

happens naturally, “ said Amoo 
Kainoa, Kohala Unupaʻa Project 
Director.

“That’s the heart of what we’re 
trying to do here.”

Because the program spans 
grades 3 through 12, a special cur-
riculum had to be developed for 
elementary and middle school stu-
dents, meeting younger learners 
where they are while still introduc-

Photo credit: North Kohala Community Resource Center 
Kohala Unupaʻa Indigenous Data Hub Students.

By Amoo Kainoa
Join us at Kohala High School 

to kick off  a weekend of fun and 
activities to celebrate the school’s 

All Welcome at Kohala High School 
Centennial Activities

Centennial! Come talk story begin-
ning at 7:30 a.m. in the school caf-
eteria. Coff ee and refreshments will 

Community members are 
invited to provide input on a proj-
ect to protect 1,200 acres of the Puʻu 
o ʻUmi Natural Area Reserve and 
adjacent private lands near Puʻu 
Ahia in Kohala.

The project is a collaborative 
eff ort of the Department of Land 
and Natural Resources Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife, with fund-
ing from the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
through the Pili Nā Moku Project, 
as well as the Kohala Watershed 
Partnership.

As Hawaiʻi trends drier and 
hotter, protection of Kohala’s native 
forest becomes increasingly pivotal. 
The urgency to protect these forests 
has increased signifi cantly because 
of Rapid ʻŌhiʻa Death, which is 
exacerbated by wounds from feral 
pigs barking and rubbing on ʻōhiʻa 
trees, the release states. 

Studies have shown two to 69 
times more suspected dead ʻōhiʻa 
trees in unfenced areas with feral 
pigs, compared to neighboring 
areas that are fenced and protected.

Community Input Sought on Project 
to Protect Natural Area Reserve

The proposed project would 
use multiple strategies to preserve 
Puʻu Ahia’s natural resources. 
Crews would construct a fence that 
includes gates and stepovers for 
public access, while excluding inva-
sive hoofed animals. 

The project would remove inva-
sive plant and animal species within 
the protected area. The project aims 
to minimize impacts to hunters by 
placing the fence in a remote, infre-
quently used area.

Individuals interested in this 
project are encouraged to review an 
educational StoryMap produced by 
DOFAW titled “Expanding Protec-
tion of Our Kohala Forest” at 
bit.ly/3QbMXid. It describes the 
benefi ts, management challenges 
and next steps.

A survey link at the bottom of 
the StoryMap can be used by read-
ers to provide their feedback on the 
proposed project. 

Those interested can also sign 
up to visit the area on June 27 to 
talk story with project partners and 
learn more.
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•Custom woodwork & fi ne fi nishing

•Doors, windows & trim

•Decks, arbors, fences, & outdoor structures

•Irrigation systems, 

•Organic pest management: fi re ants & more

•General repairs & problem solving

Environmentally Conscious & Detail Oriented

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

QUALITY HOME & PROPERTY MAINTAINANCE
Serving Kohala with 40 years in the building trades. 

Property & project management experience. 
I bring craftsmanship, attention to detail 

and practical solutions to every job, whether I'm 
building with wood, stone or sand.

ing them to meaningful research 
methods. Across all grade levels, 
students worked alongside com-
munity practitioners and stew-
ards, conducting data collection 
and analysis focused on the land, 
history, and environment of their 
moku.

The Kohala IDH is a pilot proj-
ect, and the model is expected to 
be replicated at schools across the 

Hawaiian island chain, bringing 
place-based, community-centered 
STEM education to more students 
statewide.

For the students who presented 
at the hoʻike, the night was about 
more than science projects — it was 
a chance to show their community 
who they are becoming: young 
researchers, storytellers, and lead-
ers with deep roots and big futures.

Photo credit: North Kohala Community Resource Center 
University of Hawaii’s Offi ce of Indigenous Knowledge & Innovation team 

with the Kohala Elementary, Middle and High School team

be served.
The parade leaves at the school 

at 11:00 am. The school will also 
be open AFTER the parade until 
2:00 p.m. for self-guided tours. (See 
adjacent map for parade route.)

On campus activities until 10:45 
am:

● Recognition of former staff  
with special guest speakers

● Building tours, including our 
new STEM & CTE classroom build-
ings

● Two showings of “Through 
the Cane Fields Ring”

KOHALA HIGH SCHOOL ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE

FRIDAY:  JULY 3, 2026

7:00AM - 7:55AM COFFEE & REFRESHMENTS IN THE CAFETERIA

8:00AM - 8:30AM OPENING CEREMONY

PULE

WELCOME AND MAHALO:  DENNIS & AMOO

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

RECOGNITION OF TEACHERS

8:30AM - 10:30AM CAMPUS OPEN FOR SCHOOL TOURS 

9:00AM SHOWING: THROUGH THE CANE FIELDS RING IN TEACHERS LOUNGE

10:30AM - 11:00AM TRANSITION TO AKONI PULE & KAMEHAMEHA PARK

11:00AM - 12:00PM KHS 100 YEAR CELEBRATION PARADE

12:00PM FOOD BOOTHS & TRUCKS OPEN

12:15PM OPENING PULE, WELCOME BY COMMITTEE

ALMA MATER BY KHS CHEERLEADERS - AUNTY SHIRLEY

NATIONAL ANTHEM

HAWAII PONO I

12:45PM - 2:00PM KAAI & COMPANY

2:00PM - 3:00PM LIM OHANA

3:00PM - 5:00PM FRANK FIGUEROA & THE KATCHI KATCHI BAND

5:00PM - 5:30PM LEIMANA ABENES & KEOLA GRACE

5:30PM - 6:30PM KALIHIKAI SERENADERS

6:30PM - 7:00PM  TRANSITION INTO CEREMONY

7:00PM - 7:30PM REMEMBERANCE CEREMONY

7:35PM - 7:55PM SHOWING: THROUGH THE CANE FIELDS RING

8:00PM - 10:00PM KU MA’E MA’E

SATURDAY:  JULY 4, 2026

10:00AM OPENING CEREMONY

OPENING PULE

ALMA MATER BY KHS CHEERLEADERS - AUNTY SHIRLEY

NATIONAL ANTHEM

HAWAII PONO I 

FOOD BOOTHS & TRUCKS OPEN

10:15AM - 10:45AM VETERANS CEREMONY

11:00AM  KOHALA TOWN SCAVENGER HUNT 
HOSTED BY CLASS OF 1985

11:00AM - 11:45AM NA KUPUNA O KOHALA (JACK & KAUI)
HULA HALAU KALANI UMI A LILOA

11:45AM - 12:00PM RECOGNITION

12:00PM - 12:45PM JOHN KEAWE

12:45PM - 1:00PM RECOGNITION

1:00PM - 1:30PM KUPUKA’AS - BLUE STREAM #2

1:30PM - 2:00PM SACRED HEART COMMUNITY LINE DANCERS

2:00PM - 2:20PM RENEE UKULELE

2:30PM - 3:00PM TELSONICS

3:00PM - 3:30PM RECOGNITION

3:30PM - 4:30PM JAMES CONRAD KAAI

4:30PM - 5:30PM KA LEO NAHENAHE O KOHALA

5:30PM - 7:30PM NORTH SHORE LIVE

7:35PM - 7:55PM SHOWING: KEALOHA DISAPPEARS

8:00PM - 10:00PM I’LAND BOIZ

● Decorate a tile to commemo-
rate your attendance at the 100th 
celebration; the large display will be 
installed in the front of the school 
after the reunion.

● View yearbooks, sports tro-
phies, photos and other memora-
bilia in the library.

● Share your classroom memo-
ries.

● Cake cutting in the staff  lounge 
at 10:00 am.

● Booths on campus with Kohala 
gear and student designed products 
for purchase to support school pro-
grams.
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MON TO SAT 8AM - 7PM & SUNDAY 8AM - 4PM

“Always leave with a Smile”““ l ll i hhhhhh SS illll ””

HOT DEALS FOR 06/24/26 - 07/07/26

, g

808 - 889 - 5261
OPEN:

FRANK FOODS 
PORTUGUESE 
SAUSAGE 12oz

$5. 4
9

$7.79
$10. 99 

$13.29
$2. 29

$3.29

CLUB 
SHOYU 
GALLON

AMANO 
KAMABOKO 
5.5OZ

FRANK 
FOODS REDS 
16oz

GOLD LEAF 
5lbs BOX 
THIGHS

RED 
BUTANE

DIAMOND G 
RICE 
15LBS

NABISCO 
RITZ 
CRACKERS 
ASSORTED

NABISCO
CHIPS AHOY 
ASSORTED

HERSHEYS KING 
SIZE ASSORTED
CANDY BARS

HEARTH & 
HARVEST 
WHITE/WHEAT
22oz

$5. 69

$7.89
$8. 99

$12.99
$1. 99

$2.89

$14
. 99

$19.99
2/$8

$7.29
2/$4

 
$6.99

$2. 99

$3.89
$6. 99

$8.99

Story by Jocelyn Manuel
Audiences will join a 

mother-son fi lmmaking journey 
this July, when two Kohala fi lms 
screen together July 1–5.

 A Project Born from Stories
The Kohala Oral History Proj-

ect (KOHP) grew out of Jocelyn 
Manuel’s desire to hear what our 
kūpuna have to say and safeguard 
their stories for future generations. 
Jocelyn and her son Lucas Man-
uel-Scheibe began interviewing 
community members in winter 
2021 and summer 2022. Local fi lm-
maker Bryan Campbell shaped it 
into “This Is Kohala,” a short fi lm 
that premiered in 2022 to a packed 
house at the Kohala Village Inn 
Barn and was broadcast three times 
on PBS Hawaiʻi. Their eff orts, and 
the enthusiastic response from the 
community, formed the basis of a 

Kohala on Film: Mother–Son Showcase

new ambition: to use fi lm to trans-
mit Kohala’s history and culture far 
and wide.

 From “This Is Kohala” to 
“Thru the Cane Fields Ring”
Following the success of her fi rst 

fi lm, Jocelyn serves as executive 
producer of “Thru the Cane Fields 
Ring,” a documentary in progress 
celebrating 100 years of Kohala 
Schools. The Kohala Oral History 
Project team (co-instructors Bryan 
Campbell and Maria Biber-Ferro; 
and local youth in KOHP’s Story-
keepers program RC Baun, Haumea 
Keoholua, Aundrea Franco and 
Kellin Matsuda) interviewed more 
than 50 alumni and teachers at the 
2025 Kohala Reunion. The fi lm 
weaves their stories together into a 
tapestry depicting the impact that 
the school had on the Kohala com-
munity. 

 Son’s Path to Filmmaking
While Jocelyn was busy devel-

oping the Kohala Oral History 
Project, Lucas left for New York 
University and began screening his 
short fi lms at festivals around the 
country. Based on the mainland, 
Lucas often returned to Kohala, 
where he visited his grandmother, 
Martina Manuel, and drew cre-
ative inspiration from ranch lands, 
plantation houses and “parties in 
Uncle’s garage.” 

In June 2024, Lucas brought 
an NYU thesis production to 
Kohala, shooting the narrative 
short “Kealoha Disappears” with a 
New York and Hawaiʻi-based crew, 
actors from Kohala and Oʻahu, and 
the support of community members 
Sarah Pule-Fujii, Jeff  Coakley, Kell 
Matsuda and family, Sam Gushiken, 
Merlyn Botelho and family, Nani 

Svendsen, Beldon Kealoha, Kealoha 
Sugiyama, St. Augustine’s Church, 
and many others. This mysterious 
and mythic fi lm follows a young 
girl and her father as they search for 
Kealoha, who has gone missing on 
the night of his high school gradua-
tion party. The fi lm is rooted deeply 
in the landscapes and people Lucas 
grew up knowing.

 July Screenings: Works in 
Progress

Between July 1–5 in Kohala, 
audiences will be invited to view 
these two works-in progress fi lms 
– “Kealoha Disappears” and “Thru 
the Cane Fields Ring.” These fi lms 
off er two diff erent ways of telling 
Kohala stories—fi ctional narrative 
and documentary—each shaped by 
the Manuel family’s long relation-
ship with the community. “Kealoha 
Disappears” will be screened at the 
Kohala Village Inn Barn on July 1 at 
5:30 p.m. Lucas will lead a panel of 
local talent and host a Q&A after the 
screening. On July 3 at 9 a.m., “Thru 
the Cane Fields Ring” will be shown 
after the Kohala Reunion’s Opening 
Ceremonies at KHS. On July 5 at 
11 a.m., “Kealoha Disappears” and 
“This is Kohala” will show at St. 
Augustine’s Church (with a com-
munity potluck preceding). The 
fi lms will also be shown during the 
Kohala Reunion weekend, where 
the Kohala Oral History Project’s 
student crew plans to record addi-
tional interviews and footage. See 
kohalaoralhistoryproject.com for 
further schedule details. 

Photo credit: Maria Biber-Ferro
Students Aundrea Franco and Kellin Matsuda interview Bradley Estabilio 

and Patty Marquez during the Kohala Reunion 2025. 
Photo credit: Erin Manuel

Director Lucas Manuel-Scheibe, 
shooting Kealoha Disappears, June 

2024.
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Care That
Focuses on
Living Well:
MEET DR. MELANIE
PAYANAL
When someone is living with a 
serious illness, life can quickly 
become overwhelming - not only 
for patients, but for the family 
members caring for them.
That is why Hawai'i Care Choices is
honored to welcome Dr. Melanie 
Payanal to serve patients and 
families across North Hawai'i 
through palliative care. Born and 
raised on O'ahu, and a graduate 
of Kamehameha and University of 
Hawai'i,
Dr. Payanal's path into medicine 
was anything but traditional. 
Before becoming a physician, she 
worked as an archaeologist and 
physical anthropologist, including 
time at the Smithsonian Institution 
helping repatriate Native American 
and Native Hawaiian remains.
Today, as a Family Medicine physi-
cian, her passion is helping people 
living with serious illness feel more 
comfortable, supported, informed, 
and in control of their quality of life.
Palliative care is about helping 
people continue to live as fully and 
meaningfully as possible," 

Dr. Payanal explains. "It's about 
dignity, independence, educating 
people on their choices, while 
supporting the people who
love and care for them."
For many families, palliative care 
may still feel unfamiliar or even 
intimidating. Dr. Payanal hopes to 
change that understanding by
helping patients realize they do not 
have to struggle alone.

Come see us!
North Hawai'i Kupu Care
Palliative Clinic Details:
Located within the off ice space 
of North Hawaii Hospice
65-1328 Kawaihae Road, 
Kamuela, Hawaii 96743

By appointment only 
Call (808) 969-1733 
to schedule

 A Full-Circle Mother–Son 
Moment

For Jocelyn and Lucas, the July 
events mark a “full-circle moment.” 
What started as an experiment in 
oral history is now returning to 
Kohala, the place where it all began, 
in the form of two parallel proj-
ects screened back-to-back. Jocelyn 
guides the Kohala Oral History 
Project, while Lucas works as a nar-
rative fi lmmaker in New York. Their 
work invites Kohala residents—
especially younger generations—to 
see their own stories on screen and, 
maybe even pick up a camera to tell 
their own Kohala story. 

By Leilani Silver
Did you know? We are halfway 

through the Hawaii State Public 
Library’s 2026 Summer Reading 
Challenge. There is still time to sign 
up, log reading and earn prizes. 
Visit librarieshawaii.org and/or 
come into the library to sign up. 

Celebrate this year’s theme, E 
Heluhelu Kākou – ʻUmeke Kāʻeo, 
with exclusive gear designed by 
local artist Kelsie Dayna. Whether 
you are participating in the Summer 
Reading Challenge or simply want 
to support educational programs 
across Hawaiʻi’s 51 public libraries. 
Shop for merchandise at friends-of-
the-library-of-hawaii-shop.fourth-
wall.com.

Don’t miss our Summer Read-
ing Finale featuring Magician Alex 
D’Mazing. In addition to a magic 
show, he will delight families with 
ballon art and bubble stations. Join 
us on Thursday, July 30, at 1 p.m. 
for some family fun.

Preschool Storytime: July 1, 8, 
15, 22, 29 at 10:00 a.m. We gather 
to sing songs, read a few simple 
stories, then make a craft or do an 
activity every Wednesday. Great 
fun for 2–5 year-olds and their par-
ents or caregivers. 

Lego Club: July 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
from 2:00–3:30 p.m. Join us every 
Wednesday for some imaginative 
fun as we build cool creations out of 
Legos. Creations will be displayed 
at the library. 

North Kohala Public Library July 2026 News and Programs
Crafting Club: July 1, 8, 15, 22, 

29 from 2:00–3:30 p.m. Join us every 
Wednesday for some crafting fun. 
We will cut, paste and make cool 
craft creations. All supplies are pro-
vided. 

Thrilling Thursdays for Keiki: 
July 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 from 1:00–
4:00 p.m. 

1–2 p.m. is Craft Time; 2–4 p.m. 
is a movie with a themed snack. 

7/2 Vegetable Printing: “Cloudy 
with a Chance of Meatballs” with 
chips & veggie sticks.

7/9 Creeper Notepad: “Mine-
craft Movie” with pinata snacks.

7/16 Ocean in a Bottle: “Moana” 
with candy sushi.

7/23 Wizard Wands: “Harry 
Potter & the Sorcerer’s Stone” with 
butterbeer.

Summer Reading Challenge 
Finale! July 30 1–3 p.m. Don’t miss 
out on the exceptional Magic Show 
by Alex D’Mazing, plus balloon 
animals and bubble stations. 

Chinese Medicine Tools with 
Ila Jhaveri: July 6 at 3:00 p.m. All 
participants will walk away with 
useful and highly eff ective tips on 
using food–as-therapy, acupres-
sure, and other lifestyle tools as well 
as info on acupuncture and Chinese 
herbal medicine.

Chess Club: July 6 at 5:00 p.m. 
Both beginners and veteran players 
are welcome to challenge others in 
this classic strategy game. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult.

Crystal Alchemy Singing Bowl 
Soundbath: July 13 from 5:30–6:30 
p.m. Join Leilani Silver for a unique 
immersive experience of being 
“bathed” in the vibrations of eight 
432 Hz Crystal Alchemy Singing 
Bowls made from 99.9 percent clear 
quartz. The tremendously powerful 
high frequencies instantly reduce 
stress and tension and create a 
relaxed and meditative state that 
supports healing and regenera-
tion. Participants are encouraged to 
bring a yoga mat and water. 

Adult Book Club: July 14 at 
11:00 a.m. Join us for a discussion 
of the bestselling Japanese novel 
“Emperor of Gladness” by Ocean 
Vuong. The book is available to pick 
up at the library.

Classics Book Club: July 27 at 
3:00 p.m. Join us for a discussion of 
the 1925 classic “The Great Gatsby” 
by F. Scott Fitzgerald. The book is 
considered a masterpiece of Ameri-
can literature and was nominated as 
one of America’s best loved novels 
by PBS’s “The Great American 
Read.” The book is available to pick 
up at the library. Open to all ages. 

Hawaiian History Talk with 
Boyd Bond: July 27 at 5:30 p.m. 
Join us for an informative talk story 
about Hawaiian History with local 
historian Boyd Bond. 

Teen Tuesday: July 28 from- 1:00–
4:00 p.m. We will make Shrinky 
Dink jewelry, eat some snacks and 
watch the movie “Legally Blonde” 

(pg-13). All supplies provided.
All programs are subject to 

change. If you require an auxiliary 
aid or accommodation due to a 
disability, please contact the library 
at least seven days before the pro-
gram date. 

North Kohala Public Library 
Hours:

Mon: 12–4 p.m., 5–7 p.m.
Tues, Thurs: 9 a.m.–12 p.m., 1–4 

p.m.
Fri: 12–4 p.m.
Closed Saturday, Sunday and 

State Holidays
(808) 889-6655
www.librarieshawaii.org
54-3645 Akoni Pule Hwy, 

Kapaau, HI 96755

Film, From Page 3
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It’s important for the Kohala 
Mountain News to receive ads and 
news submissions by the following 
deadlines. Otherwise, submissions 

may not be accommodated.

Our purpose is to enhance 
and strengthen the community 

by fostering continuous 
communication and 

understanding among the 
various cultures, residents and 

constituents.

ABOUT US
Publisher/Ad Sales Manager

Tom Morse           345-0706
Ltmorse@aol.com

Managing Editor 
Maureen Garry        494-4237
kohalanewseditor@gmail.com

Layout & Calendar Editor 
Annalene Kotzé    339-4951
kohalacalendar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Jill Kupitz      896-2332

jillkupitz@gmail.com

Current Circulation 4,000
Letters to the Editor 

and Viewpoint articles 
must address issues 

aff ecting North Kohala 
and be accompanied by 

the author’s name, address 
and telephone number. 

Letters and Viewpoints are 
subject to editing, and shorter 

submissions will receive 
preference for publication.

All material, either in part or in whole, is 
protected under U.S. copyright laws. ©2026.

Kohala Mountain News
P.O. Box 639, 

Kapa’au, Hawai‘i  96755See CC update on Page 6

Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 8 Representative David Tarnas

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas 
speaks for North Kohala as a 

member of the Hawaiʻi State House 
of Representatives.

County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember James Hustace

We no longer off er a 
subscription service. 
The current and past 

issues can be found at 
kohalamountainnews.com.

Aloha. During the 2026 legisla-
tive session, a top priority for the 
State House was to pass a pack-
age of “good government bills” 
that strengthen our state statutes 
that prevent public corruption, 
ensure secure and fair elections, 
establish automatic voter registra-
tion, improve effi  ciency of fi ling 
campaign fi nance disclosure docu-
ments, increase the public funding 
available to candidates who choose 
to use public fi nancing, and limit 
the role of corporate money in polit-
ical campaigns. 

As chair of the House Com-
mittee on Judiciary and Hawaiian 
Aff airs, I had the responsibility of 
leading the legislative review and 
consideration of all these bills in 
the State House. In today’s article, 
I will highlight the important good 
government bills passed by the 
Judiciary and Hawaiian Aff airs 
Committee and approved by the 
legislature.

SB 2494 establishes a statute 
of limitations of nine years for a 
bribery off ense, which is six years 
longer than the three-year statute of 
limitations in current law. Extend-
ing the statute of limitations for 
bribery will help ensure that seri-
ous off enses involving public cor-
ruption may be prosecuted by the 
State when appropriate and will 
promote accountability and public 
confi dence in government.

SB 2247 prohibits any Executive 
Branch employee who is nominated 
or appointed by the Governor to a 
compensated position subject to 
confi rmation by the Senate and 
who exercises authority or signifi -
cant infl uence over the solicitation, 
award, or administration of state 
contracts from engaging in certain 

campaign fundraising activities. 
This would include the Directors 
and Deputy Directors of all state 
agencies.

SB 2143 ensures stability in the 
Offi  ce of Elections by establish-
ing an order of succession for an 
Interim Chief Election Offi  cer in the 
event of a vacancy in the position of 
Chief Election Offi  cer until the Elec-
tions Commission appoints a new 
Chief Election Offi  cer. The absence 
of a clearly designated interim Chief 
Election Offi  cer during a vacancy 
may impede the timely and lawful 
administration of elections. Assign-
ing interim authority ensures 
continuity of operations while pre-
serving the Elections Commission’s 
appointment authority.

SB 2466 strengthens the non-
partisan professional status of the 
Chief Elections Offi  cer by specify-
ing that the Chief Election Offi  cer 
may only be terminated for cause. 
The stability and independence of 
election administration are essential 
to maintaining public confi dence in 
the electoral process. The absence of 
clear statutory protections against 
the arbitrary dismissal of the Chief 
Election Offi  cer may undermine 
continuity and impartiality in 
election operations. This measure 
addresses these concerns by estab-
lishing a for-cause termination 
standard to strengthen institutional 
stability and consistent statewide 
election administration.

HB 2099, which was proposed 
by the Offi  ce of Elections, amends 
the processes for addressing party 
candidate and state senator vacan-
cies by clarifying and aligning time-
lines to allow the Offi  ce of Elections 
suffi  cient time to prepare ballots in 
compliance with state and federal 
election requirements. Meeting all 
the federal requirements involves 
signifi cant preparation, including 
ballot design, proofi ng, printing, 
and programming voting systems 
to ensure accuracy. This bill also 
accounts for challenges and objec-
tions that may arise after candidate 
fi ling deadlines or primary election 
results, which can further impact 
the timeline for producing the 
ballot.

SB 2239 makes it easier for 
people to register to vote by requir-
ing a person who applies for an 
identifi cation card or driver’s 
license to be automatically reg-
istered to vote unless the person 
affi  rmatively declines, subject to 
certain conditions. This measure 
will make registration more effi  -
cient by empowering applications 
at public-facing state agencies to 
serve as dual-purpose voter regis-

tration applications.
SB 2532 updates our campaign 

fi nance reporting laws by requir-
ing designated campaign fi nance 
forms to be submitted electroni-
cally through the Campaign Spend-
ing Commission’s upgraded 
electronic fi ling system. This mea-
sure improves the effi  ciency of our 
campaign fi nance reporting pro-
cesses.

HB 2050 makes major improve-
ments to the partial public fi nanc-
ing of elections program, which 
is established in the Hawaii State 
Constitution. Because the fund-
ing levels have not been changed 
for over thirty years, few candi-
dates participate in this program. 
To strengthen the program, this bill 
increases the expenditure limit and 
the amount of partial public cam-
paign fi nancing available for all 
elective offi  ces. It adjusts the mini-
mum amount of qualifying contri-
butions that candidates for diff erent 
offi  ces must receive to participate 
in the program. It also increases the 
matching fund payments for excess 
qualifying contributions.

SB 2471 is a major bill passed 
by the legislature to address the 
consequences of the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision on Citizens United, 
which allowed for an unlimited 
amount of campaign spending by 
corporations. The bill reaffi  rms 
that artifi cial persons (such as cor-
porations) created under state law 
possess only those powers that are 
necessary or convenient to carry out 
lawful business and organizational 
purposes, and that those powers 
do not include the power to spend 
money or contribute anything of 
value to infl uence elections or ballot 
measures.

In 2026, the State Legislature 
successfully approved a strong 
package of good government bills 
to prevent public corruption, ensure 
secure and fair elections, strengthen 
the program that provides partial 
public fi nancing of elections, and 
limit the role of corporate money 
in political campaigns. During the 
interim before the 2027 legislative 
session, I will continue to work on 
other good government bills that 
were not approved, such as pro-
hibiting campaign contributions by 
government contractors.

I am grateful to serve as your 
State Representative and appreciate 
your advice and suggestions. 

Please contact me at reptarnas@
capitol.hawaii.gov or 808-586-8510. 

You can also subscribe to my 
e-newsletter at linktre.ee/rep.tarnas           
for more updates. Mahalo! 

Aloha Kohala! 
Lā Kamehameha Ma Kohala was 

amazing once again! The Kohala 
community demonstrated its strong 
spirit for the June 11 festivities that 
drew residents and visitors from 
across the island for a memorable 
day honoring Kamehameha Paiʻea. 
The annual parade featured beauti-

fully decorated paʻu riders, paniolo, 
and community organizations. The 
community gathered at Kame-
hameha Park for the hoʻolauleʻa to 
enjoy local musicians, hula hālau, 
artisans, and food vendors. The 
day’s celebration highlights the 
district’s deep connection to the 
birthplace of Kamehameha and 

reinforces the community’s com-
mitment to preserving Hawaiian 
culture for future generations.

At Council, we recently 
approved the Fiscal Year 2026-
2027 County Budget. We evaluated 
spending priorities and property 
tax rates for the coming year with 

June Contributors
Maria Biber-Ferro, Mark Blair, 
Amoo Ching, Randee Golden, 
James Hustace, Amoo Kainoa, 
Kohala High School, Annalene 
Kotzé, Libby Leonard, Brinda 
Maira, Erin Manuel, Jocelyn 
Manuel, North Kohala Com-
munity Resource Center, Joy 

Ohta, Beth Thoma Robinson, Bri 
Wehilei Ryder, Shots by Thirds, 

Leilani Silver, Reed Takaaze, 
David Tarnas, Lynda Wallach, 

John Winter.

July Deadlines
Ads and News: 7/10/26

Calendar: 7/17/26
Distribution: 7/24/26

August Deadlines
Ads and News: 8/7/26

Calendar: 8/14/26
Distribution: 8/21/26
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Photo courtesy of James Hustace
Councilmember James Hustace 

represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai’i County Council District 9. 

For appointments call: 808 498-4018
Open 12-5, Monday - Friday

• Full Medicinary
   (Physician-grade supplements)

• Herbal Medicine

• Homeopathy
• Hyperbaric Chamber
• Hydrotherapy

• IV Medicine
• Ozone
• Ultrasound

Naturopathic Physician

8-foot by 10-foot spaces available
Lighthouse Road, Halaula, HI

(808) 889-6257

Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8:30am - 4:30pm

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

a goal to balance infrastructure 
needs, public safety investments, 
and community services all while 
addressing rising operational costs. 
Property tax discussions remained 
a major focus throughout budget 
deliberations, with rates adjusted to 
support County services and pro-
viding relief for homeowners and 
aff ordable rentals. 

Among the capital budget 
amendments I introduced this year, 
I brought forward the idea of reac-
tivating Banyan Trees Park in Hāwī. 
This parcel has remained dormant 
for some time and given restrictions 
in the PONC program little can be 
done to energize this space. How-
ever, my proposal is to establish a 
comfort station, providing a much-
needed public restroom facility 
in Hāwī to support residents and 
visitors. Community advocates and 
businesses have long identifi ed this 
need, and I am excited to have this 

dialogue with the administration.
At the beginning of June, I intro-

duced new legislation (Bill 163) 
establishing an ʻĀina Kūpuna Ded-
ication Program aimed at helping 
preserve generational family lands 
by providing property tax relief for 
qualifying descendants of pre-1926 
landowners. The proposal off ers 
an opportunity to ease the fi nan-
cial burden of rising property taxes, 
helping families maintain owner-
ship of ancestral lands and pass 
them on to future generations. By 
reducing ongoing costs associated 
with land ownership, the program 
can strengthen long-term family 
stewardship, support cultural and 
historical connections to place, and 
provide greater stability for descen-
dants seeking to retain their family 
lands amid increasing property 
values.

Looking ahead, residents are 
encouraged to save the date for 

upcoming events hosted by my 
offi  ce. On Monday, July 20, I will 
hold a Community Conversation 
with Senator Richards and Rep-
resentative Tarnas. On Saturday, 
August 29, I will be partnering with 
Hawaiian Electric and Kohala com-
munity leaders for a Kohala Resil-
ience Fair. Much like the Kohala 
‘Ohana Fun Day, this free family 
event will feature panel discus-
sions and information booths about 
emergency preparedness, includ-
ing keiki activities. Community 
members of all ages are encouraged 
to attend and learn practical ways 
to strengthen resilience for future 
emergencies.

I am honored to serve as your 
Council Member. You are welcome 
to email me at james.hustace@
hawaiicounty.gov, call our Waimea 
offi  ce at (808) 887-6077, or our Hilo 
offi  ce at (808) 961-8564.

Wishing you good health and aloha!

By Lynda Wallach
Rascha Jelks gave the report 

from the Aff ordable Housing
group (AH) which was the fi rst 
item on the agenda at the June 1 
meeting of the North Kohala Com-
munity Development Plan Advi-
sory Group (NKCDP AG). Since 
AH works closely with the Kohala 
Community Land Trust (KCLT) and 
reported for them as well. KCLT 
is developing a selection matrix 
to distinguish people in need of 

NKCDP AG June Meeting Notes
housing. They are also working on 
ground leases where a tenant leases 
land from a property owner and 
then builds and owns the structures 
on the site. The KCLT would hold 
the title to any property it acquires 
in the name of the Trust. The group 
was told that the empty units at 
the Senior Housing Project are not 
fi lled immediately due to fi nancial 
issues. Mike Kier reported that he 
has had 97 visitors over six Sundays 
to his container home model at the 

bottom of Kynnersley.
Annalene Kotzé of the Agricul-

ture group said that there is going 
to be a regional food summit in 
North Kohala on Monday, June 22, 
from 4:30 until 7:00 p.m. at the Hub 
Barn. 

Toni Withington, reporting for 
Community Access, said that the 
$1 million budget package for the 
new lookout at Pololū will not be 
part of the green fee program but 
the funding is still part of the State 

Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR) budget. The 
fate of those funds is still unclear. 
The land donation for the parking 
lot is on track but is waiting for the 
landowner to complete the rezon-
ing requirement. Engineering needs 
Governor Green’s approval before 
construction can begin on the park-
ing area. Na Ala Hele has funds for 
the trail head restoration.

Withington also gave the report 
See NKCDP, Page 7
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PLEASE COME TO THE CELEBRATION OF LIFE 

FOR MARCIA CARVALHO

SATURDAY, JULY 11, 10:30-3:00, 

HAWI JODO MISSION HALL. CASUAL ATTIRE.

from Growth Management. Sure-
ty’s proposed subdivision on the 
Pololū Valley rim has not gotten 
fi nal approval; however, Surety 
has begun building an access road. 
They have told the County inspec-
tor that they are not building the 
road for the subdivision, they are 
just building a road which is their 
right as owners of the land. A water 
variance for the property has been 
approved so each of the lots will be 
using catchment. 

The status of the Old Coast 
Guard Road has not changed. With-
ington is trying to get State Rep. 
David Tarnas and Senator Tim Rich-
ards to convince the State to resur-
face it so that the County would 
be willing to take it over. Surety 
has plans to divide 97 acres of land 
from the top of Kynnersley Road to 
the subdivision at the bottom into 
four lots, all of which are more than 
twenty acres and thus appropriate 
for the current agricultural zoning. 
Both the Aff ordable Housing group 
and Growth Management have 
identifi ed the property as a prime 
aff ordable housing land if the 
zoning were changed to residential.

Brian Alejandro, RN of the 
Kohala Hospital told the Health 
and Wellness group that the hos-
pital plans to off er inpatient dialy-
sis soon It will be operated by Mid 
Pacifi c Hospitalists, the new inpa-
tient physician team. Radiology 
hours are expanding and services 
are now available Monday through 

Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
The emergency room waiting area 
has reopened to the public for the 
fi rst time since the COVID pan-
demic. Hamakua-Kohala Health is 
planning on expanding its dental 
services in Kohala to an alterna-
tive location in Hāwī. The Satur-
day Farmers Market and the First 
Wednesday Night Market are now 
under the management of the 
Hawaii Farmers Union Foundation. 
The food program formerly called 
Kohala Kares is now sponsored by 
St. Augustine’s Church Food Pantry 
and is held at 4:00 p.m. each Friday.

John Winter of the Utilities 
group said that the County’s Solid 
Waste offi  ce has still not responded 
to Aikane Nursery’s questions 
regarding the volume and/or cost 
of transporting green waste from 
our transfer station to the main 
dump. They have been hoping to 
show the County that processing 
green waste locally would save the 
County money and thus convince 
them that giving money to the nurs-
ery to build a facility here would be 
cost eff ective.

The Kohala Emergency Pre-
paredness Fair is scheduled for 
August 29 at Kamehameha Park.

The dates, times and places of 
the subcommittee meetings can be 
found in the calendar section of 
this paper. The next NKCDP Advi-
sory Group meeting will be held 
on Monday, July 6, at 4:30 p.m. at 
the Senior Center. Please consider 
attending; your input is welcome.

NKCDP Advisory Group Agenda
Date: Monday, July 6, 2026, Time: 4:30 p.m.  Place: Senior Center 
(behind the statue)

AGENDA
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS
Kohala residents are encouraged to attend and voice their opinion on issues. They may even 
recommend actions and suggest subjects not presently addressed.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS (Please see adjacent NKCDP Meeting Notes for information on 
issues currently being addressed.)
Affordable Housing – Housing needs for families in Kohala.
Agriculture – The future of agriculture in our area.
Community Access – Ways for Kohala residents to have more mauka and makai access.
Growth Management – Zoning, permits, and variance requests and how they affect us.
Health and Wellness – Kohala health care infrastructure and emergency response.
Parks, Roads, View Planes and Erosion Control – Infrastructure problems and projects.
Utilities – Utility and waste stream issues.

COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - from James Hustace Councilman, District 9
NEW BUSINESS
PUBLIC INPUT AND AGENDA SUGGESTIONS FOR THE NEXT MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NKCDP, from Page 6

On the front page of the May 2026 issue, the order of members of the 
police department was inaccurately listed in the caption. The order of offi  -
cers in the photo (left to right) is Assistant Chief Thomas Shopay, Deputy 
Chief Sherry Bird, and Chief Reed Mahuna. On page two, the correct order 
is (seated, left to right) Captain William Derr, Assistant Chief Rio Amon-
Wilkins, Captain Akira Edmoundson, and (standing) Community Policing 
Offi  cer Curry McFadden. We apologize for the error. 

Correction

HOLLY ALGOOD, PB
RB22414 
Cell 808-557-0354 
holly@algoodhi.com

55-3410 Akoni Pule Hwy, 
Building 2

PO 190694, 
Hawi, HI 96719

www.algoodhi.com

New Listing -                        Beautiful Keokea Park Rd. 
Permitted Duplex             MLS  731020             $924,000
Imagine owning two 3 bedroom 2 bath homes on a lot 
fi lled with tropical fruiting and fl owering trees — biking 
distance to Keokea Beach Park. 
                                               Great investment potential.

Open house Saturday, July 11th 10-1
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Art, stories, laughter, music & & pupusus at the Kohala Art, stories, laughter, 
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Woo-Woo Shop:
• Sit Under the Copper Pyramid • Relax in the 

Scalar Field • Browse for Crystals, Chimes, 
Native Flutes & Drums, Singing Bowls, Fairy 

Doors, Essential Oils, Jewelry and Items That 
Can Help You Experience Peace and Deep Joy. 

Downtown Hawi, Next to Algood Hawaii

Story by Randee Golden
June 11 was an exceptionally 

beautiful day in North Kohala, with 
a gentle shower rolling down the 
mountainside around 5:00 a.m. to 
bless Lā Kamehameha Ma Kohala 
(Kamehameha Day in Kohala). The 
trades picked up, the clouds lifted, 

Lā Kamehameha Ma Kohala 2026

and the sun and gentle winds were 
present all day. 

This annual celebration of 
Kohala’s No.1 son activates a large 
number of people to share their 
time, knowledge and energy in a 
multitude of ways, all for the love 
of Hawaiʻi nei, Kohala and Kame-

hameha I. Spearheading this com-
munity event is a very dedicated 
planning committee, Ka Hui O Lā
Kamehameha Ma Kohala. They 
start their meetings in January.

The day began with a power-
ful sunrise ceremony at the Kame-
hameha Kiʻi, followed by off erings 
of oli and hula from multiple halau 
sitting together around the Statue in 
a beautiful rainbow of colors. The 
respect for the Moʻi as well as each 
other sent out an energy of lōkahi 

and reverance. 
Off erings of dance and lei con-

tinued, with great care taken to 
place each strand of fl owers, fern, 
and leaves on the kiʻi with respect. 
Narrative was off ered to help 
observers learn about the protocols 
and hoʻokupu being presented. 

Mahalo to Ka Hui members 
Hokani Maria for coordinating the 
ceremony, Nani Tolentino for being 
in charge of lei draping, and Keke 
Kaniho, who also helped with drap-

Photo by Bri Wehilei Ryder
Lei draping on the statue of King Kamehameha. 

Photo by Bri Wehilei Ryder
Sunrise ceremony.

Photo by Bri Wehilei Ryder
Royal court.

Photo by Bri Wehilei Ryder
Hoʻokupu offering.

See Kamehameha, on Page 9
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See Kamehameha, on Page 10

Kohala 
Dental Center

● New Patient Exams ● Teeth Whitening
● Crowns & Bridges ● Full/Partial Dentures
●Veneers ● Composite Fillings ● Implants
● Root Canal Therapy ● Wisdom Teeth

Welcoming New Patients
Call us today to request an appointment

808-889-6277

Your smile is our top priority

kohaladental.com

Johnny Shot,
 August 6
 6:30-9:30

Cover charge $10
Prime Rib Dinner 

from 6:00

Thanks for being 
part of the fun! 
Let’s do it again:

808-889-5555Please call for dinner reservations

ing of lei, receiving of hoʻokupu, 
and was Noa on the pā, holding the 
sacred space. 

Thanks are extended to Na 
Kupuna O Kohala Halau who 
create the fl oral arrangments and 
add ti lei to the statue chain each 
year. Appreciation is also sent out to 
all who off ered lei and to the halau 
who honored Kamehameha I by 
sharing their aloha.

Next was Kohalas traditional 
paʻu parade, with beautiful prin-
cesses and multiple outriders repre-
senting each island. The Queen this 

year was Fern White, with Alvin 
Kawamoto as Grand Marshall. This 
well known couple have given back 
to North Kohala for many years, 
working in our schools and also 
teaching equestrian skills from their 
home.

Organizing a paʻu parade takes 
multiple Ka Hui members. Lach-
elle Crabbe is the Coordinator for 
fl oats and overall organization, 
while Haʻaheo Neves is the person 
organizing and supporting the Paʻu 
units. Amoo Kainoa held the criti-
cal position of Roving Marshall and 

Security Coordinator, helping keep 
everyone safe. 

Special thanks are extended to 
those who created amazing lei for 
horses and riders, trained horses, 
road in a unit, provided greenery, 
worked on fl oats, helped dress the 
princesses, decorated pooper scoo-
pers, rode as a roving marshall, 
stood security, created the script, 
announced along the parade route, 
and participated in this tradition in 
so many more ways.

A well organized Hoʻolaulea at 
Kamehameha Park followed the 

parade, off ering a welcoming envi-
ronment fi lled with a variety of 
food booths and trucks, hands-on 
experiences, local crafters, cultural 
organizations sharing information, 
and a great music lineup. 

Ka Hui member responsible for 
the overall planning and organi-
zation is Hoʻolaulea Coordinator 
Leoni Lancaster. Coordinator for 
both entertainment and the road-
side emcees is Miulan Paʻalua. 
Kailee Paro, who is Ka Hui Trea-
surer, also helped with operational 

Photo by Bri Wehilei Ryder
Unit representing the Big Island in the Pa’u parade. 

Photo by Bri Wehilei Ryder
Hālau Kawehileimamoikawēkiu ’O Kohala.

Photo by Libby Leonard
Grand Marshall Alvin Kawamoto.

Photo by Libby Leonard
Paʻu Queen Fern White. 

Kamehameha, from Page 8
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 HELP KUPUNA 
FIND 

LOST CANE. 
SENTIMENTAL 

VALUE, MY 
TREASURE FOR 
MANY YEARS! 

MAHALO, LINDA 
808 430 9648

CALL/TEXT.

$100 
REWARD!!

Did you know? 
The Kohala Mountain  

News is online at
kohalamountainnews.com

By Mark Blair
Members of Kohala Baptist, 

Overfl ow, Gospel of Salvation, and 
Kalahikiola churches gathered to 
worship and sing songs of praise to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. People from 
our Kohala community nearly fi lled 
the Kalahikiola sanctuary for this 
program on Sunday night, May 31. 

Musicians and singers from the 
four churches took turns sharing 
songs and hymns. 

It was a beautiful expression 
of Christian unity. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ prayed that we might have 
such gatherings – and, even more 
importantly, live together in true 
unity.  “I do not  ask for these only, 

Kohala Christian Churches Unite for 
Worship Night

but also for those  who will believe 
in me through their word, that they 
may all be one, just as you, Father, 
are in me, and I in you, that they 
also may be in us, so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me.” 
(John 17.20,21 ESV) 

Even though we come from dif-
ferent traditions, nationalities and 
backgrounds, we sang with a united 
voice. Following the program there 
was a delicious potluck dinner in 
Wylie Hall. 

The churches have announced 
their hope to hold united worship 
nights whenever there are fi ve Sun-
days in the month. The next one is 
planned for August 30.

support for the Hoʻolaulea and the 
communications team. Wehilei-
mamo Lim-Ryder is in charge of 
social media, branding and the 
Hana Noʻeau Village where people 
experience making things like lei 
and kapa. 

Most important to thank are the 
two mana wahine who have guided 
this long preparation process, 
Lokelani Hooton, Ka Hui chairper-
son, and ʻEkela Kahuanui, co-chair. 
Both are fully committed to their 
Hawaiian culture, community ser-
vice, and Kohala; the amount of 
knowledge and experience each 
woman off ers runs deep. They 
work to ensure that this important 
Kohala celebration remains rooted 
in aloha, respect, and community 
pride. Mahalo nui loa for years of 
service and providing a founda-
tion for the newer Ka Hui members, 

mentoring them so that Lā Kame-
hameha ma Kohala continues to 
thrive for years to come. 

Community support is always 
appreciated for Lā Kamehameha 
Ma Kohala. Funding for this event 
is through small grants, sales of mer-
chandise, and private contributions. 
Donations can be sent through the 
North Kohala Commnity Resource 
Center, designating Lā Kame-
hameha ma Kohala/Kamehameha 
Day Celebration as recipient, at 
www.northkohala.org. 

Maintaining the Kamehameha 
Statue also requires funds. A group 
of volunteers wash this kiʻi twice 
a year and check for any needed 
repairs. Mahalo to these folks, led 
by Sharon Hayden, who has cared 
for this statue for many years. Please 
contact Sharon to fi nd out how you 
can donate: 808 889-0169. Mahalo!

Photo by Libby Leonard
ʻAhahui [Society] Kaʻahumanu O Kohala.  

Photo by Libby Leonard
Keiki riding as part of the Maui unit. 

Kamehameha, from Page 9
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• NEW CONSTRUCTION & SEPTIC SYSTEMS
• TRENCHING FOR WATER WASTE  
   & ELECTRIC LINES
• NOW DOING SERVICE WORK
• WASTE INSPECTION AND LEAK DETECTION

CALL VINNY 808-895-2374 (8AM-4PM)
 (After hours call Moses 808-895-0583)

Kohala Trade Center, Hawi

  Local 
  Foods
  Products
  Produce
  Meats
  Smoothies
  & Hot Deli
Mon - Thur 10-6, Fri 10 - 8
Sat 10 - 6 & Sun 10 - 5

Hot Lunch Menu 11- 3       808-937-4930

HEALTHY GRAB 'N GO FOOD

Located at the bottom of  Hawi Rd.

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
 •  Propane

CARTOW
KOHALA

889-1061Lic# BC13017

lorenzoboyz@gmail.com

THE RISE AND FALL 
OF 

SUGAR IN KOHALA
By Tom Morse

Now available as a 
book on Amazon

Over 16,00 words plus
49 pictures/exhibits

SOLD AT COST
$3.58 plus tax 
and shipping

To order go to Amazon.com
In the search fi eld enter

RISE AND FALL OF SUGAR

By Beth Thoma Robinson
How do we Keep Kohala, 

Kohala? Number one is keeping 
Kohala people in Kohala!

That is why Kohala Commu-
nity Land Trust (KCLT) was formed 
in 2024. KCLT is a 501(c)(3) non-
profi t organization whose mission 
is to preserve the availability and 
aff ordability of Kohala’s housing 
for future generations of local resi-
dents. 

We are pleased to announce that 
KCLT received a grant to put on a 
series of Buyer Readiness and Cur-
rent Homeowner Resource work-
shops. One set of workshops will 
inform and prepare residents in 
need of housing to qualify as poten-
tial home buyers. Another set of 
workshops will focus on helping 
current owners of property hold on 
to their homes for their families. If 
the time comes for a local Kohalan 
to transfer their property outside of 
the family, they might sell or donate 
to KCLT, to help keep Kohala, 
Kohala.

Because KCLT is a membership 
organization open to all adult resi-
dents of Kohala, it provides a way 
for the Kohala community to col-
lectively buy back land for housing 
and other purposes. KCLT keeps 
land in community hands perma-
nently, breaking the endless cycle of 
rising prices. When a home transfers 

KCLT to Offer First Time Buyer and Homeowner Resource Workshops
to KCLT rather than to a newcomer 
to Kohala, the Kohala Community 
Land Trust holds title to the land 
while selling or renting the home to 
another community member at an 
aff ordable price.

Topics for the upcoming work-
shops are:

Workshop #1: Buyer Readiness
Goal: Qualify a pool of local resi-

dents for upcoming opportunities 
through KCLT, the next phase of Self 
Help Housing, or to buy market list-
ings. We are partnering with Hawai-
ian Community Assets to provide 
certifi ed credit and homeownership 
counseling. This is an introductory 
workshop laying out the process.

Workshop #2 – Solving Current 
Challenges Facing Kohala Home-
owners

Goal: Provide information and 
solutions for local property-owning 
residents on issues that currently 
aff ect their ability to retain and 
maintain their properties (homes 
and undeveloped land). Issues to 
be covered include rising property 
taxes, homeowners insurance, and 
maintenance and repair needs. 

Workshop #3 – Title Issues and 
Estate Planning

Goal: Provide information to 
local buyers and property-owning 
residents on strategies to retain and 
maintain their properties (homes 
and undeveloped land) over gener-

ations. Local attorneys will explain 
the basics so residents can fi gure 
out their own next steps.

Workshop #4 – How ʻOhana 
Can Work Together to Make Deci-
sions Around Caring for Homes 
and ʻĀina 

Goal: Provide information to 
local property-owning families on 
how to have the hard conversations 
with ‘ohana about their properties 
(homes, commercial, and unde-
veloped land). These conversa-
tions should lead to clear goals and 
responsibilities, whether the deci-
sion is to retain and maintain the 
property, or to sell/donate the prop-
erty. Options for facilitation include 
the traditional cultural practice of 
hoʻoponopono or formal mediation.

The Kohala Community Land 
Trust Housing Resources workshop 
series will kick off  in July. Dates are 
not available at press time but will 
be publicized by fl yers and social 
media as soon as they are con-
fi rmed. 

KCLTʻs Board Secretary, Beth 
Robinson, has volunteered to serve 
as interim Executive Director for 
the rest of 2026. To get on our mail-
ing list and receive information 
directly if you are not already a 
KCLT member, or if you have ques-
tions about what Kohala Commu-
nity Land Trust does or how we can 
help with your particular situation, 

feel free to contact Beth and others 
at KohalaCLT@gmail.com. We wel-
come volunteers and donors who 
can help us build the organization.

Kohala Community Land Trust 
– keeping Kohala lands and homes 
in Kohala hands!

2026 Board of Directors: Ashton 
Dircks, Beldon Kealoha, Beth Rob-
inson, Cat Givarz, Denni Keyes, 
Jared Terpak, Keliʻi Kapali, Terra 
Sutton, and Whitney Harvey.

By Harry Taylor
The North Kohala Tool Library 

has new hours of operation: 

Mondays 4 p.m. – 6 p.m., 
Thursdays 8 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
and Saturdays 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

With over 200 members and 
1,100 inventory items we continue 
to grow, which means we need 
more volunteers! 

No experience necessary, 
just a willingness to help. 
Contact us at 
manager@nktl.org 
or stop by the library 
for more information.

Tool Library to 
Change Hours
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By Libby Leonard
Two years after the Kohala Rip-

tides brought home the County of 
Hawaiʻi’s novice championship 
trophy for the fi rst time in three 
decades, the team did it again. On 
May 9, the Riptides won the novice 
championship in Pāhoa, earning 
340 points and securing another 
title for North Kohala.

The team, made up of 30 swim-
mers ages 7 to 15, competed against 
teams from Konawaena, Kailua-
Kona, Kawamoto, Lāpahoehoe, and 
Honokaʻa. Events included free-
style, backstroke, breaststroke and 
other competitive swimming disci-

Kohala Swim Team Two-Time Novice Champions

plines.
“It was a good experience being 

at the competition and competing 
for Kohala,” said Kainalu Hunt, 
who won fi rst place in the freestyle 
category during his fi rst year on the 
team.

“It was very competitive and 
challenging,” said Ava Sarme-
Grove, who placed fi rst overall in 
each stroke. “Even though it was 
challenging, my coaches, friends, 
and family helped push me through 
it and improve.”

She added, “If you don’t practice 
or set your mind to it, you won’t be 
able to accomplish as much as you 

‘ lena Gallery
Big Island Artists and Craftsmen

© Susan Grant

  @olenagallery.4636  -  http://olenagallery.com  -  (808) 345-1779
Open daily 10-5, Hawi, at the Hawi Road Intersection

North Kohala
Artists

at 
‘ lena Gallery

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

www.northkohala.org/annual-reports
 808 889 5523
 info@northkohala.org

13,742
More than 13,000 volunteer hours reported by

18 projects represent enormous economic value.
Across NKCRC’s 71 projects, volunteers represent

by people who simply care about North Kohala.

Read more about it in our annual report, available online

Photo by Brinda Maira
The Kohala Riptides won the County of Hawaiʻi’s novice championship for the second time in three years.

could.”
According to Spencer Coak-

ley, coach and senior lifeguard at 
Kohala Pool, he encourages swim-
mers to do their best and develop a 
winning mentality while also sup-
porting one another.

“I want them to compete with 
each other, but I also want them 
to support each other,” Coakley 
said. “So when each of them races, 
they’re cheering for everybody.”

Coakley himself competed for 
Kohala and won the same cham-
pionship more than 30 years ago. 
Other coaches included Jeff  Coak-
ley, Chad Medeiros and Emily 

Welch.
“It was the best feeling ever 

watching the kids compete and 
seeing what they practiced pay off ,” 
said Welch, who is also a lifeguard 
at Kohala Pool and swam competi-
tively for ten years. “It was amaz-
ing to watch them succeed.”

A medal ceremony was held at 
Kohala Pool on May 22 to recognize 
the swimmers’ accomplishments 
and celebrate the team’s champi-
onship victory with family, friends, 
coaches and community members.  

“I just want them to have fun. 
It’s a reward they deserve for put-
ting in all that work,” said Coakley.

Supporting Our Keiki,
Strengthening Our Community

Join us for a fun-filled day

SATURDAY
July 25th

10:00 AM to
2:00 PM

Kohala High School
54-6311 Akoni Pule Hwy
Kapaau, HI 96755

ENTERTAINMENT FOOD
VENDORS

CRAFT
VENDORS

INFO
BOOTHS

KEIKI
ACTIVITIES

AND MUCH
MORE!
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CHRIS JOHNSON

BUILDER

Happy to quote your home 
improvement projects 

and/or repairs.

Call 936-7064 
kohalachris@gmail.com

References and projects online at:

www.chrisbuilds.com

DAY START END EVENT VENUE CONTACT (808)

M-S 8:30AM narcotics TALK STORY rainbow cafe

MON 9am Senior Club @ CIVIC CENTER kohalaseniors@gmail.com

12:00PM senior BALANCE,  
STRENGTH  & FITNESS

KIC 238-6111

4PM 6PM tool library 54-3842 Akoni 
Pule Hwy

213-7779

4:30PM RMD TAIKO CLASSES HUB HALE 895-2025

5:30PM Defiant Brats (WOMENS' AA) Ainakea Home 747-9627

TUE 8AM 9am NARCOTICs ANONYMOUS near skate park 805-452-
9501

8AM 9AM Tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

8am yoga/pilates beginner class outside hisaoka gym 333-8275

4:45pm 6pm The Joy of Belly Dancing call for location 238-6111

6PM 8PM PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

wed 10AM 11AM STORY TIME NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

12pm 6pm thrift shop st augustine's 889-5390

2PM 3PM LEGO CLUB NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

3:30 pm 4:30pm RMD TAIKO CLASSES (not 1st wed) JODO MISSION 895-2025

5PM 6PM CHOIR PRACTICE  st augustine's 889-5390

6PM 8PM free Meal and Bible Study Kalahikiola Church 218-4872

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm spiritual healing service zoom 989-5995

7PM 8PM Alcoholics Anonymous ST. AUGUSTINE'S 895-5843

THU 8AM 4PM tool library 54-3842 Akoni 
Pule Hwy

213-7779

9:30AM 10:45PM Healing Circle for addicts Nani's Garden 805-452-
9501

1pm 4pm Thrilling Thrusdays For Keiki NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

5pm open circle meditation (not 2nd) keokea beach park 889-5390

6pm 8pm PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8PM Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

FRI 8am Narcotics anonymous meeting Wiley Hall on Iole 805-452-
9501

8am 9am tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

4PM food Pantry st augustine's 889-5390

SAT 8AM 12PM HAWI FARMERS MARKET HUB MURAL 895-7870

8am 4PM tool library 54-3842 Akoni 
Pule Hwy 

213-7779

Sun 6pm 7pm Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm 8pm RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING RED COTTAGE 
VILLAGE HUB

(907) 888-
8166

eBikes Hawaii Big Island
64-1007 Mamalahoa Hwy  in Waimea
ebikeshawaiibigisland.com 808-796-0620

HINOKAWA 
ELECTRIC LLC

License    C-16154   C-38804
P.O. Box 280

55-768 Hawi Rd.
Hawi, HI 96719

rod@hinokawaelectric.com
808-960-5738

Locksmith
808-889-5613

High Voltage Specialist
Parts Department 

888-581-0343 | 887-733-912387 733 91

Weekly Events in JuLY 2026

By Libby Leonard
The 2026 track and fi eld season 

at Kohala High School was one 
of the most successful in over a 
decade, with athletes winning Big 
Island Interscholastic Federation 
(BIIF) championships, breaking 
school records, and sending four 
individual qualifi ers to the Hawaiʻi 
High School Athletic Association 
(HHSAA) State Championships.

From the throwing circle and 
jumping pits to the sprint races, 
several athletes fi nished the season 
among the top performers in school 
history while competing against 
some of the BIIF’s strongest pro-
grams.

Mari Ontiveros led the team’s 
postseason eff ort, winning BIIF 
titles in both the shot put and 
discus. She went on to place second 
in the shot put at the HHSAA State 
Championships with a throw of 38 
feet, 5 ½ inches.

Freshman Naʻi Rivera had a 
breakout season, winning BIIF 
championships in both the high 
jump and triple jump after earn-
ing MVP honors earlier in the year. 
He also qualifi ed for states in both 
events and fi nished in the top eight 
in the high jump, clearing 5 feet, 11 
inches.

The Cowboys also saw school 
records fall in the throwing events. 
Payton Camara broke the school’s 
all-time discus record and qualifi ed 
for the state championships, while 
Jeremiah Medeiros broke the school 
shot put record, fi nished second 

at the BIIF Championships and 
advanced to the state meet.

On the track, senior Jordan 
Manatan moved into second place 
on Kohala’s all-time lists in both the 
100- and 200-meter dashes, high-
lighting a season of steady improve-
ment for the sprint group.

The team was led by coaches 
Jason Ontiveros, Wilton Camara, 
Lis Kawe and Earl Hoshida.

“This track season was truly one 
for the Kohala community to be 
proud of,” said Ontiveros. “The ath-
letes worked hard and earned their 
place in the history books.”

Kohala Cowboys’ Track and Field 
Among State’s Best

Courtesy of Kohala High School
The 2026 Kohala High School Track and Field team won BIIF 

championships, broke school records and send four athletes to the state 
championships. 

Photo courtesy of Shots by Thirds
Mari Ontiveros breaking both the 
venue and school record in shot 
put at the BIIF championships. 
She went on to place second in 
the shot put at the HHSAA State 

Championships.
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MONTHLY CALENDAR JULY 2026

In the tradition of 
Theosophy with the latest 

scientifi c evidence for what 
we teach, join us at The 

Temple of Spiritual Healing 
& Education online

Services: Sun 10AM 
Wed 5:30  

Rev. April Lee 
TempleofHealing@proton.me

808-989-5995

Open: 
Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30

Sat   9 - 3
889~5077

Hair Spectrum
Family Salon

Kohala Baptist Church

Please join us Sundays for Bible Study 
at 9:00 AM and Worship and children's 

Sunday School at 10:30 AM

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church
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�������� !��������� Father Lambert Hurint 808-889-6436

Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church

Hawi, Hawai’i  •  The Welcoming Church
Masses: Saturday 4 pm

Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am
Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am

Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm 

Kalahikiola Church
Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Program 9:30 am
Tuesday Prayer 11:30 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm

53-540 'Iole Rd., Kapa'au
www.kalahikiolacc.com

Pastor Mark Blair
E Komo Mai!

“Since 1832, proclaiming Jesus Christ 
to Kohala”

Please join us 
to explore About the 

Baha'i Faith
 Advancing Along 

a Spiritual Path on 
11th of July, 3 PM - 4PM 

in Hawi
Call Bob and Elaine Losey 

at 808-551-0665 for more information

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM

Reverend Daido Baba
808-884-4481

Obon Festival Sat., July 4
4 pm Keokea Graveyard Service 

5 pm Hatsubon Service at the temple
Bon Dance to follow. Please come and 

dance with us to celebrate and 
remember our ancestors. 

DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

7/1 WED 4:00 PM 6:00 PM KOHALA NIGHT MARKET FOOD TRUCKS, CRAFT VENDORS, MUSIC HUB MURAL (808) 895-2025

7/1 WED 4:30 PM KOHALA COMMUNITY ACCESS GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

7/1 WED 5:30 PM 6:30 PM “Kealoha Disappears” Q&A w/Lucas Manuel-Scheibe HUB BARN lucas.manuelscheibe@gmail.com

7/1 WED 7:00 PM Temple of Spiritual Healing Grief support group - call for zoom link Zoom 808-989-5995

7/3 - 7/5 7:00 AM 10:00 PM KHS Centennial CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES AT KHS & KAMEHAMEHA PARK

7/3 FRI 9:00 AM 9:30 AM “Thru the Cane Fields Ring” Work-in-progress film screening KHS kohalaoralhistoryproject@gmail.com

7/3 FRI 7:30 PM “This is Kohala” Short film by the Kohala Oral History Project KAMEHAMEHA PARK kohalaoralhistoryproject@gmail.com

7/4 FRI 3:00 PM 6:00PM FEATURED ARTIST RECEPTION Big Island Artists & Craftsmen OLENA GALERY 808-345-1779

7/4 SAT 7:30 PM 8:00 PM “Kealoha Disappears” Work-in-progress film screening KAMEHAMEHA PARK lucas.manuelscheibe@gmail.com

7/5 Sat 8:00 AM 11:00AM THRIFT SHOP St Augustine’s 808-889-5390

7/5 SAT 5:30 PM 8:00PM FEATURED ARTIST RECEPTION Maluhia Camarillo Artists’ cooperative 808-854-1058

7/5 SUN 10:30 AM 12:00 PM Potluck and film screening “Kealoha Disappears” and “This is Kohala” St Augustine’s 808-889-5390

7/6 MON 3:00 PM 4:00 PM Chinese Medicine Tools Talk w/ Ila Jhaveri food-as-therapy, acupressure, and other lifestyle tools. NK Public Library 808-889-6655

7/6 MON 4:30 PM ADVISORY GROUP MEETING NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

7/6 MON 5:00 PM 6:30 PM Chess Club All ages welcome! NK Public Library 808-889-6655

7/8 WED 9:00 AM AFFORDABLE HOUSING GROUP NKCDP POMAIKA`I CAFE imuakohala@gmail.com

7/8 WED 5:00 PM GROWTH MANAGEMENT GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

7/11 SAT Summer Skate Nights All ages, all levels SKATE PARK INSTA: @roots_skatepark

7/14 TUE 11:00 AM 12:00 PM Book Club “Emperor of Gladness” by Ocean Vuong NK Public Library 808-889-6655

7/15 WED 3:30 PM UTILITIES GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

7/15 WED 5:00 PM PARKS, ROADS VIEW PLANES GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

7/16 THU 9:00 AM 11:00AM Sacred Heart Food Basket Food Distribution, MUST REGISTER Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church

808-889-6436

7/17 FRI 4:00 PM HEALTH & WELLNESS GROUP NKCDP NKCRC imuakohala@gmail.com

7/18 SAT 11:00 AM 1:00PM TOOL LIBRARY WORKSHOPS useful and beginner-friendly topics TOOL LIBRARY 808-213-7779

7/29 WED 4:00 PM Restorative Yoga Therapy class With Carla Orellana - BY request CALL FOR LOCATION 808-238-6111

7/30 THU 5:00 PM AGRICULTURE GROUP NKCDP NKCRC imuakohala@gmail.com
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Solutions that work for you

TECHNOLOGY
CONSULTING

support@kohala-help.com

kohala-help.com
NEED HELP ON YOUR 

COMPUTER OR 
PHONE?

CALL DARIAN AT

Darian Ebrahimi

To Advertise In 
The Kohala 

Mountain 
News 

Call Tom 
(808) 345 0706

By Joy Ohta and Randee Golden
Summertime in Hawaii begins 

Obon season, an important Japa-
nese Buddhist tradition celebrated 
throughout the islands. In North 
Kohala, these practices continue 
to thrive due to dedicated temple 
members who work hard to main-
tain this district’s four Buddhist 
Temples built during the plantation 
era. 

Obon is a time to remember and 
honor family ancestors and friends 
who have passed away. Diff erent 
Buddhist denominations add their 
own unique touch to the obser-
vance. This yearly tradition, which 
brings many family members 
home, generally runs from June to 
September.

A special display will be on 
exhibit from July 1 through August 
31 at the Kohala Heritage Center 
across from Kamehameha Statue. 
This exhibit will share about the 
history of Obon at these temples. 

Obon Traditions on Display at Kohala Heritage Center

Photos, information and special 
artifacts will be on view. The Center 
is usually open Monday through 
Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Many people think of Obon as 
bon dancing, off ered annually and 
enjoyed by many in the community. 
People may not be aware of other 
Obon traditions passed down for 
generations. 

In fact, Hawi Jodo Mission is 
likely the only Buddhist temple 
that continues the tradition of Fune 
Nagashi, which marks the end of 
Obon observance. The fune, a spe-
cial handmade boat, is fi lled with 
food, fl owers and memorial mes-
sages of love and gratitude. The day 
after Hawi’s bon dance, the boat 
is taken out to sea and released to 
make its journey with the spirits of 
our ancestors back to the Pure Land. 
Clyde Nakashima, Hawi Jodo Mis-
sion member and son of Kohala, has 
been building the boat for over 20 
years and it will be on display at the 

Kohala Heritage Center.
During Obon, families respect-

fully tend ancestors’ graves, cleaning 
and bringing fl owers, food, water 
and incense. Before the Obon ser-
vice, the minister and families visit 
graves with off erings and prayers.
At the Kohala Jodo Mission, Obon 
Service is conducted in front of a 
special temple altar (Gakido) deco-
rated with colorful lanterns and 
small paper banners of the fi ve 
Buddhist colors. Various food items 
and drinks are placed on the altar 
for ancestors to enjoy. A special 
Hatsubon memorial service com-
memorates the fi rst Obon following 
passing of a loved one. 

Toba-Eko is a special ceremony 
to welcome and guide the spirits 
of family and friends. Prayers are 
off ered along with Toba, a written 
expression of love and gratitude 
placed on the special alter.

A Lantern Ceremony is held to 
remember, refl ect, and off er grati-

tude to those who have passed on. 
Everyone is welcome to participate. 
A special lantern tribute is held to 
honor and remember the twenty-
two Kohala military personnel for 
their supreme sacrifi ce in WWII, the 
Korean War, and the Vietnam War. 

Bon dance is traditional Japa-
nese and Okinawan Buddhist folk 
dancing performed after the Obon 
service to honor those who have 
passed away. Japanese immigrants 
who worked in the sugarcane and 
pineapple fi elds generations ago 
came together to bon dance. This 
joyful and festive dancing, a tradi-
tion in the islands since the early 
1900s, is open to everyone. 

Below is information about 
North Kohalaʻs 2026 Obon 0bser-
vances. Many others are held 
islandwide throughout the summer. 
No experience is needed to join the 
dancers circling the Yagura. Just 
follow along, feel the joy, and listen 
to the beat of the taiko drums while 
remembering those you love who 
have passed. These events are free 
to the public.

-Kohala Hongwanji Temple 
(Halaula) Bon Dance – 6:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, July 4

-Hawi Jodo Mission Temple 
Bon Dance – 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
August 15

-Kohala Jodo Mission Temple 
Bon Dance – 4:30-7:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, September 2, at the 
Kohala Night Market.

All are welcome to join bon 
dance practices:

 -Kohala Hongwanji Mission 
Temple – June 29 at the Temple

 -Kohala Jodo Mission Temple – 
July 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, August 7, 14, 
21, 28 from 9:00 a.m. at the Kohala 
Senior Center behind Kamehameha 
Statue. 

Dates and times are subject to 
change. Contact Joy Ohta at (310) 
347-5379 for further information. 

In the Fune Nagashi ceremony, the 
fune, a special handmade boat, is 
fi lled with offerings and memorial 
messages for loved ones, then 

released to journey with ancestral 
spirits back to the Pure Land.

Photos by Joy Ohta
Hāwī Jodo Mission Bon dancers (left to right) Debbie Choo, Leslie Naito, 
Arlene Ohta, Jerby Ito, Joy Ohta, Esteban Rabang, Neli Aguiran, Susan 

Laughlin, Renee Ito, Karla Park and Paz Rivera
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5.99%
for 60 months 

Rates as low as

 APR* 

Other terms and 
conditions apply

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. APR will be based on your creditworthiness and length of repayment. Rate subject to change without notice. Certain terms and restrictions apply. 
Subject to insurance confirmation. Rate displayed is the lowest available for new vehicle purchase with a 5 year (60-month) term. Not all will qualify for the lowest rate. Higher rates 
available for used vehicles. Payment example: A loan of $10,000 with 5.99% APR with a 60-month term will have 60 monthly principal and interest payments of $193.28, which 
includes $1,596.89 total interest paid.Offer applies to new HCFCU loans only. HCFCU membership is required. 

OUR EASY 
AUTO LOANS 
ARE:

CONVENIENT
Apply online, anytime, anywhere

FLEXIBLE
Purchase a vehicle from your preferred 
dealer or from a private owner

READY TO ROLL! 
Get a License To Buy pre-approval 
before car shopping

Scan the QR code, call, 
or visit us online to apply!

Federally Insured by NCUA.

hicommfcu.com

(808) 930-7700

Need a speedy auto loan 
for your life on the go?
Apply for an auto loan from 
HCFCU today, & we'll get you 
on the road in no time flat.

Photo courtesy of 
Reed Takaaze




