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By Psalms Lutz
With great eff ort and hard work 

by many people, Roots Skate-
park phase 3 is becoming a reality. 
Threatening weather passed right 
by, allowing smooth work and 
a wonderfully successful day of 
pouring concrete.

Brian Sandlin and Richey Riggs 

Roots Skatepark Phase 3 In Process

Photos by Andrew Perez 
Volunteers smooth concrete into steel-reinforced forms they’d previously 
built during the fi rst day of pouring concrete for Phase 3 of Kamehameha 

Park’s Roots Skatepark.
Story and photo by Lynda Wallach

On Monday, July 20, the Inter-
generational Center was fi lled with 
community members who had 
come to participate in the North 
Kohala Community Conversation 
hosted by James Hustace, District 
9 Representative on the Hawaii 
Island County Council. Also in 

Community Conversation with 
Legislators Held

By Toni Withington
One chilly morning last month, 

a bunch of us from Kohala drove 
to Waimea to meet up with Hawai-
ian Electric Company’s employee 
Darren, who drove us by van over 
Saddle Road to the Operations 
Center in Hilo, a place that con-
trols all the power fl ow on Hawaii 
Island.

We were members of the monthly 
Utilities Group of the Community 
Development Plan wanting to see 
where the company’s proposed bat-
tery storage mini grid would fi t into 
HECO’s plans to increase reliability 
and cut down on power outages 
in Kohala. Our host was Candice 
Lucas, one of our regular members, 
who also works for HECO, which 
was formerly called HELCO.

In an unremarkable, bunker-
style building, Kevin Waltjen, 

Why We Should Report Outages to HECO
HECO’s director for Hawaii 
County, led us into the commu-
nications center where operators 
receive reported outages, send out 
crews, and coordinate occasional 
scheduled outages. In recent years 
the whole system has gone through 
software and hardware updates. 

Surprisingly one element that 
has yet to be installed is software 
that can detect outages on its own. 
Until that is added, Waltjen said the 
company relies on users to call in or 
report online outages at their loca-
tion.

“For this reason, we ask users 
to call in to say where there is an 
outage. Don’t rely on your neigh-
bors to report,” Waltjen said. “When 
several users call in, we can begin to 
see the range of the outage.” One of 
the telephone operators told us that, 
once located, she can notify inspec-

tors and crews to be sent. Once 
reported, everyone with an outage 
can get recorded upgrades on the 
phone or on HECO’s website or 
mobile app to fi nd out estimates on 
when power will return.

The number to call if you experi-
ence an outage is (885) 304-9191.

You can also report an outage 
on the HECO website. Probably the 
best way to get updates is to create 
an account on HECO’s mobile app. 
There’s a lot of other information on 
both sites as well.

Waltjen then led us into the 
dimly lit control room where giant 

fl oor-to-ceiling computer monitors 
kept track of the fl ow of energy 
island-wide. Space-age impres-
sive. Thousands of numbers tell the 
operator on duty massive details 
about where power is coming from 
and where it is needed. Both power 
supply and demand fl uctuate con-
tinuously. Contracted energy pro-
ducers like solar providers, wind 
farms and geothermal wells pro-
duce what they can. The rest is 
fi lled in with diesel and fuel-grade 
oil power generators around the 
island.

James Hustace, District 9 Representative, hosted a Community Meeting, 
which provided a venue for presentations and questions between local 

legislators and community members.
attendance were State Representa-
tive David Tarnas and State Sena-
tor Tim Richards. Hustace began by 
explaining the legislative process, 
which begins with the introduction 
of a bill, proceeds through mul-
tiple steps and, if successful, ends 
with the signing by the mayor. He 
highlighted some bills that he spon-

brought together the crew to make 
great progress on just the begin-
ning of Phase 3. The muscle of the 
crew includes Brian Sandlin, Richey 
Riggs, Andrew Perez, Tony Russel, 
Junyah, Dixie Normus, Ryan Welzer 
and Brandon. Switchvation. Plenty 
help is provided by Skate Wahine 
Kimberly, Kanani and Jess.
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Give us your ideas for the huge new TV:
What games and movies to you want to see?
Give us ideas for the the Grab ’n Go fridge:

What do you want to eat and drink?
   Please give us a call at 889-5555

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM:  bamboorestauranthawaii

JOHNNY SHOT DANCE & PRIME RIB: Thu, Sept 17

BAMBOO IS 
CHANGING!

We need your help!

808-796-3333
www.ryvhawaii.com

Woo-Woo Shop:
• Sit Under the Copper Pyramid • Relax in the 

Scalar Field • Browse for Crystals, Chimes, 
Native Flutes & Drums, Singing Bowls, Fairy 

Doors, Essential Oils, Jewelry and Items That 
Can Help You Experience Peace and Deep Joy. 

Downtown Hawi, Next to Algood Hawaii

The next pour is scheduled for 
September 21–23. If you would like 
to help support the work or donate 
funds, please reach out at rootskate-
park.org or follow us on Instagram: 

Aerial view of Roots Skatepark’s Phase 3 under construction.
@roots.pikakeskateclub. 

Much mahalo and for all the 
support of this grassroots project, 
including Melissa and Brian Kaiawe 
for support and cheer! 

sored or co-sponsored, especially 
those that aff ect North Kohala. He 
covers these in detail in his County 
Council Update, which appears 
monthly in this paper. He explained 
the Council’s involvement in the 
budgeting process, acting as a check 
and balance to the administration. 
Hustace has proposed using some 
of the funds of the capital budget 
for the creation of a public restroom 
facility in Hawi. It would be located 
in the County-owned space by the 
gas station.

David Tarnas has been the State 
Representative for House Dis-
trict 8, North and South Kohala, 
since 2018. He serves as the chair 
of the State House Committee on 
Judiciary and Hawaiian Aff airs. 
He stated that the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) has planned 
$12 million to rehabilitate Akoni 
Pule Highway from Māhukona to 
Hawi Road, beginning this fall. The 
agriculture community is having 
diffi  culty fi nding workers because 
many of them are immigrants who 
are afraid of ICE, so bills have been 
passed to protect the rights of immi-

grants in Hawaii. Some of the bills 
reinforce the Hawaii constitution, 
which provides for the protection 
of all residents regardless of immi-
gration status, and others limit 
what local law enforcement can 
do in cooperation with ICE. Tarnas 
provides a monthly Hawaii State 
House of Representatives Update 
in this paper, in which he provides 
information many of these bills. He 
also mails out a Legislative Report 
for House District 8 to all registered 
voters.

Senator Tim Richards said a bill 
was passed that defi ned bona fi de 
agriculture, which is important 
when proposing laws that relate 
to bona fi de agriculture. He said a 
bill championed by junior high and 
high school students was passed to 
eliminate disposable vapes not only 
because of the nicotine, but also 
because of the lithium batteries and 
plastic that ends up in the land fi ll. 

Before the meeting was opened 
to questions, Tarnas mentioned 
the bill that the legislature passed 
to counteract Citizens United. It 
states that corporations in Hawaii 
cannot spend money on political 

speech. Someone then asked what 
happened to the $1 million that was 
supposed to go for a new pavilion at 
Māhukona, which was a top Capital 
Improvement Project (CIP) priority 
for Kohala for over fi fteen years, 
but never got funded. Richards said 
the project was delayed because of 
multiple government regulations. 
Now Hustace says the money is 
still there, but County Department 
of Parks and Recreation is “a little 
slow.” When asked what a com-
munity like Kohala can do to get a 
CIP project through, Hustace sug-
gested that Kohala should invite 
the administration here to discuss 
it. He said he would continue to 
push the issue. Tarnas and Richards 
were then asked where they stand 
on the aquarium collecting ban that 
has been in eff ect since 2017. The 
Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR) is now consid-
ering opening permitting for the 
collection of 200,000 reef fi sh annu-
ally on Hawaii’s west coast. Tarnas 
responded that he supported the 
ban, which he said is useful but 
should be part of an overall fi sh-
ery management plan developed 

by DLNR, since it has the scientifi c 
expertise. Richards says he does 
not support it because the Holo-
mua Marine Initiative should play 
out fi rst. He says he supports a ban 
on Oahu because their reefs are in 
much worse shape but an envi-
ronmental impact study for this 
island determined that the collec-
tion numbers on the west coast are 
sustainable. Hustace answered the 
question about Kohala’s issues with 
water by saying that the council 
does not have direct authority over 
the Department of Water Supply 
(DWS), which is a semi-autono-
mous entity. The priority of DWS 
has been keeping rates low rather 
than investing in infrastructure. 

Neither Tarnas nor Richards had 
an immediate answer for what to do 
about the fact that North Kohala no 
longer has a pharmacy. Tarnas said 
he is supporting all eff orts to coun-
teract any attempt by the federal 
government to interfere in Hawaii’s 
elections.

The meeting ended with Hus-
tace reminding people to attend the 
Kohala Resilience Fair on August 
29. 

Volunteers work under time pressure to smooth the concrete perfectly 
before it sets up. 
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MON TO SAT 8AM - 7PM & SUNDAY 8AM - 4PM

“Always leave with a Smile”““““ ll llll iiiii hhhhh SSSS iiillllll ””””””

HOT DEALS FOR 08/26/26 - 09/08/26

808 - 889 - 5261
OPEN:

FRANK FOODS 
PORTUGUESE 
SAUSAGE 12oz

$5. 69

$7.79
$10. 99 

$13.29
$2. 29

$3.29

CLUB 
SHOYU 
GALLON

AMANO 
KAMABOKO 
5.5OZ

FRANK 
FOODS REDS 
16oz

GOLD LEAF 
5lbs BOX 
THIGHS

RED 
BUTANE

DIAMOND G 
RICE 
15LBS

NABISCO
RITZ 
FRESH STACKS 
ASSORTED

NABISCO
CHIPS AHOY 
ASSORTED

HEARTH & 
HARVEST 
WHITE/WHEAT
22oz

$5. 69

$7.89
$8. 99

$12.99
$1. 99

$2.89

$14
. 99

$19.99
2/$9

$7.29
2/$9 

$6.99
$6. 99

$8.99

ASATOS
CLASSIC $8.99   $10.99
SPECIALTY  $10.99 $12.99

Since the operation must be self-
sustainable (we are an island), the 
investment in designing the system 
has created what Waltjen described 
as “the most sophisticated delivery 
program in the state, the nation and 
possibly globally.”

So, getting down to business, 
we asked Waltjen about the long-
delayed status of the battery-
assisted mini-grid planned for 
North Kohala. Our power is sup-
plied through a single 70-year-old 
line alongside Kohala Mountain 
Road that needs replacement. By 
storing power in batteries, power 
outages could be covered by bat-
teries, and the district could use 
the batteries at night, while crews 
replace the old line in increments.

Waltjen assured the Utilities 
Group that the mini grid is still on 
the planning board. 

A second request for proposals 
is being prepared for approval by 
the Public Utilities Commission. 
Engineers are doing a feasibility 
study now to determine whether 
the batteries should be located at 
the Hawi Wind Farm or at HECO’s 
Hawi substation. Also, they are re-
fi guring the power needs of Koha-
la’s 2,000 users, due to so many 
homes and businesses switching to 
solar rooftops.

Construction of the system is 
still several years away.

The Utilities Group meets the 
third Wednesday of each month 
at 3:30 p.m. in the Kohala Senior 
Center behind the statue. The public 
is invited to attend and encouraged 
to participate.

By Lynda Wallach
At the August 3 meeting, the 

North Kohala Community Devel-
opment Plan Advisory Group 
(NKCDP AG) welcomed their 
newest member, Karl Toubman, 
who is also a member of the Utili-
ties and Public Access subgroups.

 Jack Hoyt then gave the report 
from the Aff ordable Housing 
Group and the Kohala Community 
Land Trust, which work closely 
together. He said that the trust is 
hoping to have people donate their 
property or land to the trust with 
deed restrictions that would keep 
the property in the hands of the 
trust forever. What they have found 
is that, in many cases, the proper-
ties they have identifi ed are the pri-
mary asset for the whole family and 
that the value of the home, primar-
ily the land, keeps appreciating. 

They will be holding three 
workshops for homeowners and 
one on buyer readiness for pro-
spective homeowners. He said that 
these workshops can help those 
who are hoping to be able to pur-
chase homes with things like what 
it takes to have two years of docu-
mented credit worthiness, and that 
income needs to be proven by 1040 
tax forms. 

The trust is also initiating the 
Kohala Kokua project that will pro-
vide no-cost home health and safety 
repairs for seniors. Bill 163, known 
as `Āina Kūpuna, sponsored by 
District 9 Councilmember James 
Hustace, has passed the County 

NKCDP Advisory Group Meeting Notes
Council. It will give tax relief to 
local families who have owned gen-
erational lands for at least a century 
so they will not be priced out of 
their ancestral lands.

Annalene Kotzé, reporting for 
the Agriculture Group, said that the 
State is planning to purchase two 
parcels of land in North Kohala for 
the Agribusiness Development Cor-
poration’s (ADC) Halaula Parcel 
Project. One piece is about 49.5 
acres of agricultural land, which is 
currently home to the Hawaii Wild-
life Center. It would be licensed to 
farmers and ranchers at rates set by 
the County, likely similar to Kauai’s 
$100 per acre per year. 

The purchase is expected to 
take about eighteen months; actual 
licensing will probably not happen 
for two years. In the meantime, 
interested farmers and ranchers can 
submit an Expression of Interest 
through the ADC’s land application 
website at dbedt.hawaii.gov/adc/
land-application. The other parcel is 
the former Halaula sugar mill site, 
which is now zoned industrial. 

The plan for that site would 
be to provide a space to develop 
value-added agricultural products, 
like the Kohala Food Hub but on a 
larger scale. Representatives from 
the University of Hawaii Com-
munity Design Center (UHCDC) 
are planning on coming to North 
Kohala to meet with the community 
to hear their visions for this space.

The team managing the Saturday 
Kohala Farmers Market, which is 

operating under the Hawai`i Farm-
ers Union, would like to move the 
market back under the banyan trees 
but permanent relocation is blocked 
by restroom and road-access issues 
tied to the adjacent landowner. 
James Hustace has obtained fund-
ing for a restroom facility on the 
County-owned portion of the land, 
so that might help. 

The team is running a survey 
about moving the market to Sunday 
to avoid competing with the larger 
Waimea market on Saturday. In 
the meantime, the team is improv-
ing the current site while actively 
recruiting vendors, pursuing 
vendor Wi-Fi access and helping 
vendors with insurance and licens-
ing requirements. The survey is 
available at kohalacommunityplan.
org/agriculture.  

John Winter of Parks, Roads, 
Erosion and View-planes (PREV)
said that the state plans to repave 
Akoni Pule Highway from 
Māhukona to Hawi. The Depart-
ment of Transportation resurfaced 
Beers Road, even though the new 
water line has not been installed.

Winter said that another meeting 
is going to be scheduled with Parks 
and Recreation and various county 
and state representatives about 
the lack of progress at Māhukona. 
Members of the community need 
to show up in large numbers at 
this meeting to make an impres-
sion on the administration that 
this is important to the community. 
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Care That
Focuses on
Living Well:
MEET DR. MELANIE
PAYANAL
When someone is living with a 
serious illness, life can quickly 
become overwhelming - not only 
for patients, but for the family 
members caring for them.
That is why Hawai'i Care Choices is
honored to welcome Dr. Melanie 
Payanal to serve patients and 
families across North Hawai'i 
through palliative care. Born and 
raised on O'ahu, and a graduate 
of Kamehameha and University 
of Hawai'i, Dr. Payanal's path into 
medicine was anything but tradi-
tional. 
Before becoming a physician, she 
worked as an archaeologist and 
physical anthropologist, including 
time at the Smithsonian Institution 
helping repatriate Native American 
and Native Hawaiian remains.
Today, as a Family Medicine physi-
cian, her passion is helping people 
living with serious illness feel more 
comfortable, supported, informed, 
and in control of their quality of life.
Palliative care is about helping 
people continue to live as fully and 
meaningfully as possible," 

Dr. Payanal explains. "It's about 
dignity, independence, educating 
people on their choices, while 
supporting the people who
love and care for them."
For many families, palliative care 
may still feel unfamiliar or even 
intimidating. Dr. Payanal hopes to 
change that understanding by
helping patients realize they do not 
have to struggle alone.

Come see us!
North Hawai'i Kupu Care
Palliative Clinic Details:
Located within the off ice space 
of North Hawaii Hospice
65-1328 Kawaihae Road, 
Kamuela, Hawaii 96743

By appointment only 
Call (808) 969-1733 
to schedule

PRESCRIPTION
TRANSPORTATION

SERVICES

With the recent closure of
Kamehameha pharmacy,
we are here to ensure you
get the medication you
need.

THURSDAYS
Call (808) 785-4951
to arrange transportation

Caring for your ‘Ohana, Caring for you

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYYSS
Call (808) 785-4951
to arrange transportation

The time and date will be posted 
as soon as it is scheduled. Winter 
expressed frustration, which was 
seconded by others in attendance, 
at the universal lack of response 
from the Planning Department and 
other members of this administra-
tion concerning any issue brought 
before it that is of importance to the 
citizens of Kohala.

Karl Toubman said that the 

NKCDP Advisory Group Agenda
Date: Monday, September 7, 2026, Time: 4:30 p.m.  Place: Senior Center 
(behind the statue)

AGENDA
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS
Kohala residents are encouraged to attend and voice their opinion on issues. They may even recom-
mend actions and suggest subjects not presently addressed.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS (Please see adjacent NKCDP Meeting Notes for information on issues cur-
rently being addressed.)
Affordable Housing – Housing needs for families in Kohala.
Agriculture – The future of agriculture in our area.
Community Access – Ways for Kohala residents to have more mauka and makai access.
Growth Management – Zoning, permits, and variance requests and how they affect us.
Health and Wellness – Kohala health care infrastructure and emergency response.
Parks, Roads, View Planes and Erosion Control – Infrastructure problems and projects.
Utilities – Utility and waste stream issues.

Investigatory Subcommittee on Re-zoning and Agricultural Property Tax Rates – Kohala input to the 
ongoing County reassessment of zoning and agricultural tax rate reduction criteria.

COUNTY COUNCIL UPDATE - Councilman, District 9
NEW BUSINESS
PUBLIC INPUT AND AGENDA SUGGESTIONS FOR THE NEXT MEETING
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NKCDP from Page 3

By Tom Morse
Prescription Transportation Details:

• Call to schedule your prescription transportation appointment: 
(808) 785-4951.
• We will provide YOU transportation to and from Waimea 
pharmacies: KTA Waimea and Longs Waimea.
• This service will make two roundtrip runs each Thursday.
• We will NOT be picking up your prescription for you, 
you will need to go into the pharmacy to get your prescriptions 
and make your co-payment, if needed. We will not be handling 
payments of any kind.
• Please ensure that your prescription is ready for pick up prior to 
calling our transportation line.
• You must be able to get in and out of our Toyota Sienna van 
without assistance, our van is not equipped with a lift for wheelchairs.
• This is a FREE service to the community.

Hamakua-Kohala Health to Provide 
Free Transportation for Prescriptions

On page 8 of the June 2026 issue, photo credit given was inaccurate. 
Anna Pacheco took all four photos. On page 9, the caption under the hula 
hālau should have read Hālau o Kekuhi. We apologize for the errors. 

Corrections

Utilities group has been trying to 
determine how much green waste 
is going into the transfer station 
every day. The estimate has been 
between 40 and 50 percent. Bran-
don Belmarez of Aikane Nursery 
is willing to expand his compost-
ing operation to create a local facil-
ity for Kohala’s green waste, but 
he would need support from the 
County. The group wishes to draft 
a proposal asking the County to 

divert savings to this project based 
on the volume and costs associ-
ated with presently trucking green 
waste from our transfer station to 
the landfi ll. The information has 
been previously requested from the 
County but again there has been no 
response.

The Offi  ce of Sustainability, 
Climate Equity and Resilience 
(OSCER) and Hawaii public health 
is sponsoring a county-wide work-

shop to focus on the climate crisis 
and heat resilience on September 17 
from 4:30 to 7:00 p.m. at the Kohala 
Intergenerational Center.

The subgroup meeting dates 
and times can be found in the calen-
dar section of this paper. 

The next meeting of the NKCDP 
AG will be held on Monday, Sep-
tember 7, at 4:30 at the Senior 
Center. Members of the community 
are urged to attend.
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It’s important for the Kohala 
Mountain News to receive ads and 
news submissions by the following 
deadlines. Otherwise, submissions 

may not be accommodated.

Our purpose is to enhance 
and strengthen the community 

by fostering continuous 
communication and 

understanding among the 
various cultures, residents and 

constituents.

ABOUT US
Publisher/Ad Sales Manager

Tom Morse           345-0706
Ltmorse@aol.com

Managing Editor 
Maureen Garry        494-4237
kohalanewseditor@gmail.com

Layout & Calendar Editor 
Annalene Kotzé    339-4951
kohalacalendar@gmail.com

Bookkeeper 
Jill Kupitz      896-2332

jillkupitz@gmail.com

Current Circulation 4,000
Letters to the Editor 

and Viewpoint articles 
must address issues 

aff ecting North Kohala 
and be accompanied by 

the author’s name, address 
and telephone number. 

Letters and Viewpoints are 
subject to editing, and shorter 

submissions will receive 
preference for publication.

All material, either in part or in whole, is 
protected under U.S. copyright laws. ©2026.

Kohala Mountain News
P.O. Box 639, 

Kapa’au, Hawai‘i  96755

Letters

See HI-Rep update on Page 6

Hawaiʻi State House of Representatives Update
From the Desk of District 8 Representative David Tarnas

Photo courtesy of David Tarnas
Representative David Tarnas 
speaks for North Kohala as a 

member of the Hawaiʻi State House 
of Representatives.

We no longer off er a 
subscription service. 
The current and past 

issues can be found at 
kohalamountainnews.com.

Dear Editor:
Hawaiʻi has once again shown 

that democracy works best when 
people—not corporations—have 
the strongest voice. By becoming 
the fi rst state to prohibit corporate 
campaign contributions, our legis-
lature has taken a bold step toward 
restoring public trust in elections. 

Mahalo to Our Legislators
Corporate money can drown out 

the voices of ordinary citizens and 
create the appearance that policy is 
for sale. This reform helps ensure 
that elected offi  cials are account-
able to voters rather than corporate 
interests. 

Hawaiʻi should be proud to lead 
the nation in protecting the integrity 

of our democratic process. Other 
states legislatures should follow 
our example and put voters fi rst.

Congratulations and gratitude 
to our State Rep. David Tarnas, who 
supported this bill, and to Gov-
ernor Josh Green, who signed it.   

Deborah Du Nann Winter

Aloha. As the 2026 legislative 
session began, the House Major-
ity Caucus identifi ed key priorities 
for the session, which focused our 
work. Last month, I described the 
bills that addressed aff ordable hous-
ing, supporting Native Hawaiians, 
and protecting essential services. 
This month, I’ll provide a summary 
of the bills that address workforce 
shortages, the state’s revenues, and 
diversifying our economy. 

Expanding Workforce Devel-
opment and Retention Programs

HB1890 CD1 provides annual 
salary step increases for public 
school teachers and public charter 
schoolteachers who have completed 
one year’s satisfactory service and 
comply with specifi ed require-
ments, if negotiated into a collective 
bargaining agreement and subject 
to legislative appropriations. 

HB1661 CD1 specifi es that the 
maximum contribution and carry-
over amounts for a public service 
fl exible spending account plan are 
set in accordance with the annual 
limits prescribed by the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS). Given the 
rising cost of living in Hawaii, 
aligning employer-sponsored ben-
efi t arrangements with IRS-pre-
scribed annual limits helps public 
employees off set costly out-of-
pocket health and dependent care 
expenses. 

Responsibly Enhancing Tax 
Revenue

SB3125 CD1 provides addi-
tional tax relief for Hawaii work-
ing families by preserving all the 
tax cuts in Act 46 (2022) for families 
making less than $350,000, includ-
ing increases to the standard deduc-

tion, and by further cutting income 
tax rates for low-income families. 
The bill funds the projected revenue 
shortfall by shifting the tax burden 
to high-income taxpayers and 
responsibly scaling back certain tax 
credits. 

Diversifying and Strengthen-
ing Hawaii’s Economy

SB2580 CD1 amends the Motion 
Picture, Digital Media, and Film 
Production Income Tax Credit 
(tax credit) by, beginning for costs 
incurred after 12/31/2025, provid-
ing an additional credit to qualifi ed 
productions with a workforce of 
at least eighty percent local hires; 
requiring each taxpayer claiming 
the tax credit to submit an inde-
pendent third-party certifi cation 
verifying certain information to 
the Department of Business, Eco-
nomic Development, and Tourism 
(DBEDT); increasing the per-pro-
duction cap amount to $20,000,000 
and excluding qualifi ed produc-
tions that incur at least $60,000,000 
of qualifi ed costs from the per-
production cap amount; chang-
ing the aggregate cap amount 
to $60,000,000; providing that, 
beginning for costs incurred after 
12/31/2023, if the total amount of 
tax credits claimed in a year is less 
than the aggregate cap amount, the 
cap for the subsequent year shall 
be increased by the unclaimed 
amount; defi ning “streaming plat-
form” and amending the defi nition 
of “qualifi ed production” to include 
certain streaming productions; and 
extending the sunset date of the tax 
credit to 1/1/2038.

SB2360 CD1 amends the defi ni-
tion of “eligible business activity” 
for the purposes of the Enterprise 
Zone Program to include certain 
retail sales of tangible personal 
property; processing of certain 
value-added agricultural products; 
research, development, sale, or pro-
duction of all types of medical prod-
ucts and medical and health care 
services; activities of the Hawaii 
Food and Product Innovation Net-
work; the provision of certain pro-
fessional services by health care 
professionals; aerospace research 
and development activities; and 
information technology design and 
production services.

SB2907 CD1 declares that the 
State is an ocean cluster. Establishes 
the Offi  ce of Marine Aff airs and 
Marine Aff airs Governing Board 
within the Hawaii Technology 
Development Corporation. Estab-
lishes the Marine Aff airs Coordi-
nator position. Repeals the powers 
and duties of DBEDT over marine 

aff airs. Transfers the employees and 
functions of the Governor’s Advi-
sory Committee on Marine Aff airs 
to the Offi  ce of Marine Aff airs.

HB2474 CD1 authorizes the 
State to enter into nonbinding 
international cooperative agree-
ments with national governments; 
national ministries, departments, 
or agencies; provincial or regional 
governments; or international 
intergovernmental bodies relevant 
to the interests of the State or an 
international partner. Expands the 
defi nition of sister-state or province 
partnerships to include a partner-
ship between the State and a pre-
fecture or foreign nation. Requires 
the Hawaii Sister-State and Inter-
national Partnerships Commission 
to evaluate how a sister-state or 
province partnership or interna-
tional cooperative agreement will 
enhance certain key state initiatives.

HB1810 CD1 establishes prompt 
payment and fi nancial reporting 
requirements for professional solic-
itors that sell donated or collected 
non-perishable tangible property 
on behalf of charitable organiza-
tions and requires them to promi-
nently disclose certain information 
on any collection bin, container, or 
receptacle used to receive donated 
or collected non-perishable tangible 
property. 

HB1576 CD1 requires DBEDT 
to provide public notice of certain 
information whenever a produc-
tion obtains a permit or enters into 
a memorandum of agreement or 
understanding with DBEDT to fi lm 
a visually recorded production at 
certain locations. Requires DBEDT 
to provide public notice of certain 
information whenever a produc-
tion registers for pre-qualifi cation 
or is determined to qualify for the 
Motion Picture, Digital Media, and 
Film Production Income Tax Credit 
and simultaneously post notice 
on a publicly accessible part of its 
website. Allows individuals to sign 
up to receive the public notice by 
electronic mail or postal mail. Pro-
vides an exemption for dispositions 
of lands set aside for fi lming and 
fi lm studio operations from prior 
approval of the Board of Land and 
Natural Resources. 

HB2583 CD1 establishes the 
Hawaii Micro-Lending Credit 
Enhancement Program and Spe-
cial Fund within DBEDT to expand 
micro-lending capacity by provid-
ing state-funded loan loss reserves 
or other credit enhancement that 
absorbs fi rst losses on qualifi ed 
micro-loans made by participating 

August Contributors
Jeff rey Coakley, Hawaii 

Department of Education, 
James Hustace, Psalms Lutz, 
Tom Morse, Wendy Noritake, 

Andrew Perez, Beth Robinson, 
Leilani Silver, David Tarnas, 
Lynda Wallach, John Winter, 
Deborah Du Nann Winter,

 Toni Withington.

September Deadlines
Ads and News: 9/11/26

Calendar: 9/18/26
Distribution: 9/25/26

October Deadlines
Ads and News: 10/9/26

Calendar: 10/16/26
Distribution: 10/23/26
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HI-Rep Update, from Page 5

Photo courtesy of James Hustace
Councilmember James Hustace 

represents North Kohala as part of 
Hawai’i County Council District 9. 

County Council Update
From the Desk of District 9 Councilmember James Hustace

Ackerman Galleries 
Anna Pacheco 
Anson Sing
Annalene Kotzé 
Barbara Kennedy 
Clinton Lewe-Song 
Dara Caravalho 
Debbie Toko 
Ginger Bertelmann 
Haena Keawekane 
Halau 'Unu'ehu 
Halau Kawehileimamoikawekiu'oKohala 
Halau Manaolana O Kohala 
Halau O Kekuhi 
Henry Naito 
Hui Ulana Lauhala o Pu'ueo 
Iokepa Salazar-Lau 
Javan Parez 
Jessie Ho'opai 
Kai Wiley 
Kanani Keli'ikipi-Alpis
Kekai Nakamura 
Keke Kaniho
Keliipio Kuamo'o Foundation Inc 
Kevin Vincent 
King's View Cafe 
Kohala Food Hub 
Kohala High and 
Elementary School 
Kris Ellazar 

Kuku KapaE 
Kuliamai Aveiro-Kalaniopio 
Kumu Lehua Kaulukukui 
Kumu Lorna Lim 
Kumu Louella Sumler 
Kumu Mana'olana Keawe 
Kumu Pua Muraki
Kynan Kawai 
Lito Arkangel 
Lynn Yee 
Macey Loando 

Makani U'a Ranch 
Marla Loando 

Mauna Kea Beach Hotel 
Micah Ching 
Michelle Kawai 
Motek Bakery 
Naomi Hoshida 
Nino Ka'ai & Comapny 
Noah Nakahara 

Noenoe Kekaualua 
Offi cer Bruce Parayno 
Offi cer Curry McFadden 
Offi cer Jessica Cook 
Offi cer Justin Cabating 
‘Ohana Hawkins 

Ohana Lancaster 
Phil Hooton 
Pomaika'i Nakoa 
Pono Nakamura 
Randee Golden 
Renee Gonsalves 
Rose AnnGranadosin 
Shane Ho'opai 
Show Systems Hawai'i 
Skylar Caravalho 
Suzie Kanekoa 
Tita Alcoran 
Tita Badua 
Travis Ching 
Walter Na'auao Vivas 
Westin Hapuna Beach Resort
Winnie Cabral
Xander Ho'opai
Zhane Ellazar-Ching 

Mahalo nui to Hui Lā Kamehameha Ma Kohala for your dedication in making 
this year's celebration a success. From the earliest planning to the fi nal 
moments of the event, your commitment to honoring Kamehameha's legacy 
in Kohala was felt in every detail. Your time, hard work, and aloha brought our 
community together to celebrate our ali'i, and that gift will not be forgotten. 
We are truly grateful for all that you do. — Lokelani Hooton & Ekela Kahuanui

Committee members 
Amoo Ching
Haʻaheo Neves
Hoʻokani Maria
Kailee Paro
Lachelle Crabbe
Leoni Lancaster
Miu Lan Paʻalua
Nani Tolentino
Wehilei Ryder

Kohala Trade Center, Hawi

  Local 
  Foods
  Products
  Produce
  Meats
  Smoothies
  & Hot Deli
Mon - Thur 10-6, Fri 10 - 8
Sat 10 - 6 & Sun 10 - 5

Hot Lunch Menu 11- 3       808-937-4930

HEALTHY GRAB 'N GO FOOD

lenders to Hawaii small businesses. 
Allows borrower fees and state 
matching contributions to capital-
ize lender-held loan loss reserve 
accounts.

HB2475 CD1 establishes label-
ing requirements for ʻōkolehao 
products (distilled spirits from 
fermented ti plant) to ensure that 
products using the name ʻōkolehao 
meet certain criteria, including pro-
duction in the State. 

I am grateful to serve as your 
State Representative and appreciate 
your advice and suggestions. Please 
contact me at reptarnas@capitol.
hawaii.gov or 808-586-8510. You 
can also subscribe to my e-newslet-
ter at linktre.ee/rep.tarnas for more 
updates. Mahalo! 

Aloha Kohala!
As Hawaiʻi Island continues to 

face the growing threat of wildfi res 
and other natural disasters, commu-
nity preparedness will take center 
stage at the end of this month at the 
Kohala Community Resilience Fair.

Join us on Saturday, August 29, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Hisaoka 
Gym in Kamehameha Park for this 

free community event, presented 
through a partnership between 
my County Council offi  ce, Hawai-
ian Electric, Hawaiʻi County Civil 
Defense Agency and the Kohala 
Resilience Hub.

The fair will bring together more 
than 25 participating organizations, 
including County departments, 
emergency responders, nonprof-
its and community partners. Resi-
dents will have an opportunity to 
learn about practical steps to better 
prepare their families, homes and 
neighborhoods before emergencies 
occur.

From noon to 1 p.m. we will host 
a Community Conversation featur-
ing a presentation by Hawaiian 
Electric on its Wildfi re Safety Strat-
egy. A moderated panel discussion 
on wildfi re prevention, emergency 
preparedness, and the importance 
of partnerships before, during and 
after disasters will follow. Keiki 
activities will be available, food and 
beverages will be off ered for pur-
chase, and we will have some great 
prize drawings throughout the day. 
I hope to see you there!

At Council, I am also grate-
ful that Bill 163, establishing the 
ʻĀina Kūpuna Dedication Pro-
gram, received fi nal approval from 
the County Council. I introduced 
this measure to help preserve gen-
erational family lands by providing 

property tax relief for qualifying 
descendants of longtime Hawaiʻi 
Island landowners. Thank you to 
my Council colleagues, County 
staff , community members, and 
everyone who provided testimony 
and helped strengthen this impor-
tant legislation throughout the pro-
cess.

We are also continuing work on 
Bill 169, which I co-sponsored with 
Council Member Michelle Galimba. 
The measure establishes timelines 
for the County to make reasonable 
eff orts to acquire properties already 
selected by the Council for preser-
vation through the Public Access, 
Open Space, and Natural Resources 
Preservation (PONC) process. Prop-
erties not acquired within those 
timeframes would return to the 
Commission for reassessment and 
possible inclusion on a future pri-
oritized list. The goal is to improve 
accountability and keep the acquisi-
tion process moving while ensuring 
preservation priorities are periodi-
cally revisited.

The Council also recently 
approved Resolution 603-26, intro-
duced by Council Chair Holeka 
Inaba and me. The resolution urges 
the Hawaiʻi Department of Agri-
culture and Biosecurity to fully 
implement and enforce quarantine 
measures aimed at limiting the 
spread of the coconut rhinoceros 

beetle on Hawaiʻi Island. Protect-
ing our agricultural lands, native 
ecosystems and iconic palms will 
require continued vigilance and col-
laboration at every level.

I am honored to serve as your 
Council Member. You are welcome 
to email me at james.hustace@
hawaiicounty.gov, call our Waimea 
offi  ce at (808) 887-6077, or our Hilo 
offi  ce at (808) 961-8564.

Wishing you good health and 
aloha!
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See Access, on Page 8

www.AlgoodHi.com
55-3410 Akoni Pule Hwy, Building 2 

Hawi, HI 96719

-

-

HOLLY ALGOOD  & ERIN PAJIMOLA
REALTORS® | RB-22414 |  RB-24327
808.557.0354 | 808.557.3084
holly@algoodhi.com | erinpajimola@gmail.com
www.algoodhi.com

52-277 KEOKEA PARK RD., 
NORTH KOHALA

MLS 730272 | $924,000 FS
Two permitted classic Hawaiian style 
homes on one lot. This well-built quality 
duplex has charm and signifi cant income 
potential. The building contains two
separate 3-bedroom, 2-full-bathroom 
units, totaling six bedrooms and 
four full bathrooms.

54-2461 KYNNERSLEY RD., 
NORTH KOHALA

MLS 731819 | $788,000 FS
Offering an impressive 2,062 SF of 
interior living space, this inviting 
3-bedroom, 2-bathhome provides 
exceptional room for comfortable 
everyday living, entertaining, and 
working from home. A separate 
studio adds outstanding fl exibility.

53-4214-A AKONI PULE HWY, 
#153B, NORTH KOHALA

MLS 731017 | $385,000 FS

Beautifully maintained studio cottage. 
The large picture windows throughout
bathe the interior with light and bring 
the natural mature landscape from the
outside in.

52-236 KEOKEA PARK RD., 
NORTH KOHALA

MLS 731865 | $360,000 FS
Imagine purchasing one of the few 
remaining lots in Niulii walking distance
to Keokea Beach Park. This over one 
half acre lot is situated between 
established homes in Niulii, a close 
drive to famous Pololu Valley. The lot 
gentlyslopes toward the road and is 
bordered by a line of coconut trees.

Story and photos by Jeff rey Coakley
For generations, families in 

Kohala moved freely between the 
mountains and the shoreline, gath-
ering what they needed from the 
land and ocean and passing down 
a way of life rooted in responsibility 
to the ʻāina.

Today, community members 
say that way of life is increasingly 
threatened by barriers to traditional 
access.

For Hui Mamalahoa, a Kohala 
community organization formed in 
response to access restrictions in the 
1970s, the issue is about more than 
roads, gates and fences. It is about 
the rights of people to maintain a 
cultural relationship with the land 
and ocean—rights that members 
say have deep roots in Hawaiian 
history.

The Kuleana Act of 1840, Sec-
tion 7, recognized certain rights 
of the people, including access to 
fi rewood, house timber, thatching 
materials, drinking and running 
water, and rights of way. The law 
stated that springs, running water 
and roads were to be free to all. The 
act was approved during the reign 
of King Kamehameha III.

The Highways Act of 1892, 
approved by Queen Liliʻuokalani, 
further addressed public access to 
roads and highways in the Hawai-
ian Kingdom. For Kohala residents, 
however, the question of access 

When Is Enough, Enough? Kohala Community Continues Fight for 
Traditional Land and Ocean Access

became especially urgent following 
the closure of Kohala Sugar Com-
pany in 1975.

A Way of Life Changes
Before the plantation closed, 

residents recall a Kohala where 
families could travel through the 
mountains and reach the shoreline 

without the barriers that exist today.
After the sugar operation ended, 

approximately 20,000 acres were 
leased for cattle grazing. Fences and 
gates were installed.

According to community mem-
bers, the gates were initially left 
unlocked, but over time they were 

chained and locked. Access to areas 
that generations of residents had 
traditionally used was restricted.

Some community members 
were arrested for trespassing on 
lands they considered part of their 
customary access routes.

What began as a series of indi-
vidual disputes eventually became 
a larger community question: Who 
has the right to reach the moun-
tains, streams and ocean that have 
sustained Kohala families for gen-
erations?

The Community Organizes
One of the people who helped 

bring the issue into public discus-
sion was Kohala resident Lani 
Eugenio, a 1966 graduate of Kame-
hameha Schools who studied 
biology and later attended the Uni-
versity of Hawaiʻi at Hilo.

Working with University of 
Hawaiʻi professors as facilitators, 
Eugenio helped develop a grant 
and organize public forums where 
residents could discuss the growing 
access problem.

The forums brought together 
community members, landowners, 
ranchers and County representa-
tives. Speakers also shared experi-
ences from other parts of Hawaiʻi.

Among them were Walter Ritte, 
associated with the movement to 
protect Kahoʻolawe; Kauaʻi attorney 
and later mayor Jo Ann Yukimura; 

A boulder is blocking the public access road to a traditional fi shing area 
known as Number 5’s.
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HINOKAWA 
ELECTRIC LLC

License    C-16154   C-38804
P.O. Box 280

55-768 Hawi Rd.
Hawi, HI 96719

rod@hinokawaelectric.com
808-960-5738

Locksmith
808-889-5613

High Voltage Specialist
Parts Department 

888-581-0343 | 887-733-912387 733 91

To Advertise In 
The Kohala 

Mountain 
News 

Call Tom 
(808) 345 0706

attorney Kali Watson, who would 
later become director of the Depart-
ment of Hawaiian Home Lands; 
and Hawaiian cultural practitioner 
and Hōkūleʻa voyager Sam Kaʻai.

The late George Helm, a promi-
nent Kahoʻolawe activist, was also 
remembered in discussions about 
the risks people took in defending 
access and Native Hawaiian rights.

Eugenio also produced the docu-
mentary O Ka Kou Ka Poe—We The 
People, documenting the Kohala 
community’s eff orts to maintain 
access and preserve its cultural way 
of life. But the forums also made 
something clear: Community dis-
cussion alone was not enough to 
restore access. 

The Birth of Hui Mamalahoa
Former plantation workers and 

other community members eventu-
ally organized into Hui Mamala-
hoa, an unincorporated community 
organization whose name refl ects 
its mission of “Peace Through 
Access.”

The group secured pro bono 
legal assistance from attorney Tim 
Lui-Kwan, a Kamehameha Schools 
graduate who worked on behalf of 
the Hui and, according to members, 
gave hope to former plantation 
workers who felt they had nowhere 
else to turn. 

The struggle soon moved beyond 
meetings and public forums. Com-
munity members began removing 
locks and cutting through stretches 
of barbed-wire fencing and gates 
that they believed were improperly 
blocking traditional access routes 
from Pololū to Hawi.

For those involved, it was a 
confrontation over a fundamen-
tal question: Could generations of 
community use simply disappear 
because ownership of the surround-
ing land had changed?

Access and Stewardship
The struggle did not end in the 

1970s. Today, Kohala residents have 
access to places including Hapuʻu 
and Kapanaia Bay, and commu-
nity members say they have taken 

responsibility for caring for those 
areas. That stewardship includes 
cleaning up rubbish and maintain-
ing the places they use.

When squatters occupied land at 
Kapaʻa Beach, community members 
organized to clean the area after the 
squatters were removed.

For Hui Mamalahoa, such 
eff orts demonstrate that access and 
responsibility go together.

The organization argues that 
people who have longstanding rela-
tionships with the land should not 
simply be viewed as trespassers or 
users. They can also be stewards of 
the places they depend upon.

A Boulder, and an Old 
Argument

Now, another access dispute has 
brought the issue back into focus. 
A large boulder currently blocks an 
access road leading to a traditional 
fi shing area known as Number 5’s. 
Hui Mamalahoa says the landown-
ers have refused to remove the 
boulder despite a court ruling in 
the community’s favor regarding 
access. 

To members of the Hui, the situ-
ation represents a modern version 
of an old problem: control over 
access to resources that the commu-
nity has traditionally relied upon.

Some members describe this 
as another form of what they call 
“plantation mentality”—the idea 
that those who control the land 
can also control the movement and 
activities of the people who live 
around it.

The landowners’ position, and 
the full legal circumstances sur-
rounding the current access dis-
pute, remain important parts of the 
story. But for Hui Mamalahoa, the 
larger question extends beyond one 
road or one boulder.

It is about whether traditional 
access can survive from one genera-
tion to the next.

The Fight Continues
Nearly fi ve decades after Kohala 

Sugar Company closed its doors, 

Access from Page 7

Page 1 of the March 1, 1982 Stipulated Agreement between Kohala 
Corporation, Public Access Defendants, and the State of Hawaii. The 
Agreement established historical limited public access and vehicular 

rights-of-way across specifi c historic government roads in North Kohala. 
The key and access system tied to this ruling is managed alongside 

community organizations like Hui Mamalahoa and Surety Kohala Corp. See Access, on Page 8



The Kohala Mountain News Page 9August 21, 2026

Kohala 
Dental Center

● New Patient Exams ● Teeth Whitening
● Crowns & Bridges ● Full/Partial Dentures
●Veneers ● Composite Fillings ● Implants
● Root Canal Therapy ● Wisdom Teeth

Welcoming New Patients
Call us today to request an appointment

808-889-6277

Your smile is our top priority

kohaladental.com
8-foot by 10-foot spaces available

Lighthouse Road, Halaula, HI

(808) 889-6257

By Beth Robinson
Kohala Community Land Trust 

(KCLT) is pleased to announce 
details for their upcoming homeown-
ership and home buyer workshops. 
The workshops are off ered free of 
charge to members of the Kohala 
community, thanks to grant sup-
port from the Atherton Foundation.
All workshops will be held on Satur-
days, 10 a.m. to noon, at the Kohala 
Senior Center.

September 12: First Time Home 
Buyer Readiness

• Updates on the next phase of 
Self Help Housing

• Renter and buyer programs 
off ered by Hawaiʻi County 

• How KCLT can off er perma-
nently aff ordable housing

• Hawaiian Community Assets - 
introduction to their certifi ed credit 
and homeownership counseling 
process to qualify for these oppor-
tunities.

September 19: Property Tax and 
Home Insurance Issues for Kohala 

Homeowners
• Hawaii County Property Tax 

Division on the new ʻāina kupuna 
program for properties owned over 
100 years; agricultural dedication; 
and long term rental programs.

• Tad Nottage of Aloha Insur-
ance Services on diff erent types of 
homeowner insurance and current 
issues in gettting and keeping your 
property insured.

• KCLT wants to hear from 

Upcoming First Time Buyer and Homeowner Resource Workshops
Kohala homeowners on how they 
need help keeping their properties 
so we can work on providing solu-
tions

September 26: Title And Estate 
Planning

• Shauna Kahiapo of Aloha 
Legacy Law will provide basic infor-
mation on how to plan for keeping 
your property and providing for 
your future generations.

• Shae Kamakaʻala will be avail-
able to speak with ʻohana about 
title issues so we can plan for future 
informational sessions and pro-
viding title research and clearing 
resources once we know what the 
need is in our community.

October 10: How ʻOhana 
Approach Decisionmaking for 

Homes and ʻĀina
• Aunty Lahela Kruse will talk 

about hoʻoponopono as a process for 
families to have needed conversa-
tions around their homes and ʻāina

• West Hawaiʻi Mediation Center 
will present the mediation process 
as an option.

How do we Keep Kohala, 
Kohala? Number one is keeping 
Kohala people in Kohala!

That is why Kohala Commu-
nity Land Trust (KCLT) was formed 
in 2024. KCLT is a 501(c)(3) non-
profi t organization whose mission 
is to preserve the availability and 
aff ordability of Kohala’s housing for 
future generations of local residents. 

Because KCLT is a membership 
organization open to all adult resi-
dents of Kohala, it provides a way 
for the Kohala community to collec-
tively buy back land for housing and 
other purposes.

If the time comes for a local 
Kohalan to transfer their property 
outside of the family, they might 
sell or donate to KCLT, to help keep 
Kohala, Kohala. KCLT keeps land 
in community hands permanently, 
breaking the endless cycle of rising 
prices. When a home transfers to 
KCLT rather than to a newcomer 
to Kohala, the Kohala Community 
Land Trust holds title to the land 

while selling or renting the home to 
another community member at an 
aff ordable price.

For more information contact 
KCLT at info@kohalacommunity-
landtrust.org. 

Or check out our website, koha-
lacommunitylandtrust.org, or social 
media for updates. 

Kohala Community Land Trust – 
keeping Kohala lands and homes in 
Kohala hands!

2026 Board of Directors: Ashton 
Dircks, Beldon Kealoha, Beth Robin-
son, Cat Givarz, Denni Keyes, Jared 
Terpak, Keliʻi Kapali, Terra Sutton 
and Whitney Harvey.

Access from Page 7
members of Hui Mamalahoa say 
they remain committed to the same 
principle that brought the organiza-
tion together: access is essential to 
community life.

The mountains and ocean are not 
simply recreational destinations, 
they say. Access to these traditional 
areas is essential to the emotional, 
mental, and spiritual well-being of 
the people. Maintaining that access 
allows them to sustain their connec-
tion to the ʻāina, their culture, and 
a healthy way of life passed down 
through generations.

The Hui’s history refl ects a 
broader chapter in Hawaiʻi’s 
modern history, when communities 
increasingly challenged restrictions 

on access to lands and resources 
they considered essential to their 
cultural identity. For Kohala resi-
dents who lived through those 
struggles, the question remains 
as direct as ever: When is enough, 
enough?

Hui Mamalahoa says it will con-
tinue the fi ght to preserve access —
not simply for those who remember 
the old paths, but for the genera-
tions that will come after them.

The name Hui Mamalahoa 
means Peace to Access fashioned 
after the “Kanawai Mamalahoe,” 
the Law of the Splintered Paddle.

Imua Kamehameha `Ekahi 
[“Forward Kamehameha” is a war 
cry for graduates of Kamehameha 
Kapalama campus to do their best 
and make a diff erence.]
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CHRIS JOHNSON

BUILDER

Happy to quote your home 
improvement projects 

and/or repairs.

Call 936-7064 
kohalachris@gmail.com

References and projects online at:

www.chrisbuilds.com

Solutions that work for you

TECHNOLOGY
CONSULTING

support@kohala-help.com

kohala-help.com
NEED HELP ON YOUR 

COMPUTER OR 
PHONE?

CALL DARIAN AT

Darian Ebrahimi

See Honuʻea, on Page 11

Story and photos by Wendy Noritake
Recently I received an email 

from Hihawksbills.org informing 
me that a hawksbill turtle, honuʻea, 
I had photographed in December, 
2023 at Māhukona was seen in the 
Kona Honokohau Harbor. I was 
amazed and excited that it made 
that long distance.

Hawksbills are rare in Hawaii. 
According to a 2022 NOAA study, 
there are only 14 females who nest 
in the southern shores of Hawaii 
Island and Molokai, compared to 
500 to 800 green turtles, honu, nest-
ing throughout the islands. It’s esti-
mated that possibly 20 to 25 honuʻea 
females live in the entire islands of 
Hawaii. Because resources are lim-
ited to monitor and count them, 
itʻs impossible to know for sure. 
Still, the numbers are very tiny. We 
have the smallest hawksbill nesting 
population in the world. The green 
turtles outnumber them by 100 to 
1, and they, too, are an endangered 
species.

If you are fortunate to see a 
honuʻea, take pictures of it and 
send them to hihawksbills.org on 
Maui. They will search their data-
base to see if itʻs already identifi ed. 
If not, they will add the honuʻea to 
their databank, and you are given 
the opportunity to name it. The 
one I saw in 2023 I named Maka-
Maka Nui. In Hawaiian the name 
means “one with a host of friends 
because of a genial, kindly, or hospi-
table nature.” I found this turtle to 
be friendly, not shy, approachable, 
and he defi nitely became a friend 
to me. Hihawksbills.org assigned 
the number #HI-093 as a new and 
unique turtle. The photographer 
who took MakaMaka Nui’s picture 
in Kona was Marc Rice, the founder 
of the Turtle Research Program at 
HPA.

MakaMaka Nui is an adult 
male. Knowing the sex of a turtle 
is not possible until it’s matured. 
The males have longer tails than 
the females. That seems to be the 
only diff erence! The females don’t 
mature until they are 20 to 29 years 
old, and they live about 50 to 60 
years. Even though the hawksbills 
have been listed as an endangered 
species for nearly 50 years, their 
numbers have not grown. It may be 
because they’re isolated from other 

The Rare and Endangered Honuʻea

hawksbills in the Pacifi c Ocean. 
Another factor may be how long it 
takes them to mature before they 

can lay eggs. The females nest and 
hatch 130 to 160 eggs at a time from 
May through December. They can 

lay eggs up to six times during the 
nesting season. It’s important that 
their nesting sites are clear and free 
from debris and obstruction. Mon-
gooses, rats and feral cats dig up 
the eggs and eat them, as well as 
kill the emerging hatchlings as they 
make their way to the ocean, further 
reducing their numbers. Less than 
one percent of the hatchlings have 
been found to reach adulthood.

The fi rst hawksbill I saw was in 
2022 with my swim buddy Helen 
White. We both took photos, since 
we knew it wasnʻt an ordinary 
turtle, and named it Māhukona, 
#HI-066, since thatʻs where we spot-
ted it. This honuʻea was a juvenile. 

In a second study in 2022, NOAA 
concluded that in 35 years of moni-
toring the hawksbills, there were 111 
strandings in Hawaii. A stranding is 
a turtle found sick, injured or dead. 
The major causes of strandings are 
vessel strikes, coastal fi shing gear 
entanglements, ingested plastics, 
and being killed by sharks. By far, 
itʻs the entanglement with fi shing 
lines and hooks that take the great-
est toll on these turtles. The public 
can help by picking up fi shing line 
and gear – whether spotted on the 
shore, on the reef, or in the water – 
and dispose of them. At Māhukona 
and Kapaʻa Parks, there are bright 
blue tubes for fi shing line recycling 
where you can place the discarded 
line. 

The second hawksbill I saw and 
named was Hemolele, #HI-085, 
which in Hawaiian means “per-
fect, fl awless, faultless, holy, saintly, 
pure in heart.” I saw this charm-
ing   honu ʻea in Kawaihae. Hemo-
lele was a juvenile. All the honuʻea 
seem to be assertively searching for 
food when I’ve seen them.  

Hawksbills can grow to three feet 
in length and weigh as much as 270 
pounds. They eat mostly sponges – 
that’s a lot of sponges! They also eat 
marine algae, tunicates, mollusks, 
crustaceans and jellyfi sh. These 
industrious turtles have a narrower 
head than a green turtle. They have 
a rather pronounced beak that look 
like a hawk’s bill. They have “tiles” 
on their face and fl ippers that form 
unique patterns to identify each 
one. Hawksbills have four tiles in 

MakaMaka Nui in 2023.
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See Honuʻea, on Page 12

Theater, from Page 10

•Custom woodwork & fi ne fi nishing

•Doors, windows & trim

•Decks, arbors, fences, & outdoor structures

•Irrigation systems, 

•Organic pest management: fi re ants & more

•General repairs & problem solving

Environmentally Conscious & Detail Oriented

Satisfaction Guaranteed!

QUALITY HOME & PROPERTY MAINTAINANCE
Serving Kohala with 40 years in the building trades. 

Property & project management experience. 
I bring craftsmanship, attention to detail 

and practical solutions to every job, whether I'm 
building with wood, stone or sand.

NORTH KOHALA
COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTER

 info@northkohala.org  808 889 5523

We’re gearing up for our 
14th

NKCRC operations.

between their eyes where a green 
turtle has two. Honuʻea have two 
claws on each of their front fl ippers 
while a green turtle has one on each 
fl ipper. Their shell or carapace is 
formed in layers called scutes, like 
shingles, and the edges of the shell 
are serrated, not smooth. 

A fourth hawksbill that I saw 
and named was Uʻi ʻEa Kamano, 
#HI-094; the name means  beautiful 
hawksbill of Kamano (Nishimura 
Bay). I saw this gorgeous subadult 
creature in February, 2024. 

The shells of these turtles have 
been prized over the centuries, and 
tortoiseshell jewelry and art have 
been found in the graves of predy-
nastic rulers of Egypt from 3,000 BC. 
The hawksbill’s shell was consid-
ered a luxury material next to jade, 
bronze and silk during China’s Han 
Dynasty, 206 BCE to 220 CE. The 
Mayan and Aztec civilizations also 
prized the tortoiseshell for its rarity 
and beauty, and used them to adorn 
the nobility and elite members of 
society. 

Hawaii is the endangered spe-
cies capital of the world. We have 
more endangered species existing 
here than anywhere else on earth. 
Besides our sea turtles, here are a 
few others on the list: monk seals, 
nēnē, pueo, Hawaiian hoary bat, 
more than 100 plants, insects like 
the Hawaiian bee, and many of our 
fi sh. The hawksbill turtle has been 
protected since the 1970s under the 
U.S. Endangered Species Act and 
CITES (Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species), so 

any tortoiseshell product cannot be 
legally bought, sold, transported, 
or traded in Hawaii or anywhere 
else in the U.S. This is enforced 
through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. Hawaii has some of the 
strongest conservation awareness 
programs. These include NOAA’s 
Pacifi c Islands Fisheries Science 
Center. If you want to report turtle 
sightings or get involved in the con-
servation eff orts, reach out to them. 
The hawksbills are protected under 

Hemolele in 2023. U’i ‘Ea Kamano in 2024.
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Open all week (except Monday), from noon Open all week (except Monday) from noonOpen all week (except Monday), from noon 
until 5pm, across from the Kapaau post office

Join the Join the 
Artists Coop!Artists Coop!
The Coop would The Coop would The Coop would
love to meet any ove to meet any

new artists

Next Open House Party will be for a Next Open House Party will b
festive Fall on October 3

wi
333rd

be for aill bbill b
333333333333333333rdd, 2026

Open: 
Tue - Fri   8:30 - 5:30

Sat   9 - 3
889~5077

Hair Spectrum
Family Salon

Honuʻea, from Page 11

Hawaii State Law. Thereʻs much 
information on the hihawksbills.org 
site, including viewing the photos 
of the turtles in the database.

A few weeks ago, I happened 
to see a young turtle at Mahukona 
that caught my eye, so I watched 
and took photos. I was sure it was a 
hawksbill. It was. I named this fi fth 
honuʻea Mahukona Mariah Saxon, 
#HI-116. It was a juvenile, just as 

sweet and delightful as my grand-
daughter, so it carries her name. 

With so few hawksbill turtles 
in Hawaiian waters, it’s a gift to be 
in their presence. They need our 
protection and intervention if they 
are to survive. I hope that the fi ve 
honuʻea Iʻve been priviledged to 
have encountered all live in peace 
to a ripe old age.

Mariah Saxon in 2026.

Biodiversity

Photo by Donna Mal
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For appointments call: 808 498-4018
Open 12-5, Monday - Friday

• Full Medicinary
   (Physician-grade supplements)

• Herbal Medicine

• Homeopathy
• Hyperbaric Chamber
• Hydrotherapy

• IV Medicine
• Ozone
• Ultrasound

Naturopathic Physician

Sometimes success shows up in 
unexpected ways—like 45 chickens.

That’s what Kohala High School 
career and technical education lead 
teacher Dean Snelling discovered 
one school day when he stopped by 
the natural resources program.

His students had already fi n-
ished the job. Forty-fi ve chickens 
raised on the school farm had been 
plucked, cleaned and packaged. 
The processing area was sanitized 
and spotless, and the chickens were 
cooling in the freezer.

What impressed Snelling wasn’t 
just what they accomplished, but 
how little help they needed.

“It’s a really big deal,” Snelling 
said. Processing chickens requires 
careful attention to tempera-
ture, sanitation and handling. “It 
showed me the level of competency 
of the candidates in the pathway. It 
showed me their grit.”

That hands-on learning is help-
ing the small Kapaau school punch 
well above its weight.

With about 260 students, Kohala 
High became in 2025 the fi rst small 
school in the nation to earn the 
National Career Academy Coali-
tion’s Model Academy designa-
tion. Snelling also received the John 
Thompson Exemplary Educator 

At KHS, Hands-On Learning Means 
Getting Your Hands Dirty

Photo courtesy Department of Education
Keith Hayashi (left) and Dean Snelling were both recognized for 

implementing model academies.

Award.
But he’d rather credit the stu-

dents.
“I’d rather celebrate the school 

and the students,” he said. “They’re 
the ones who really bought into the 
program.”

Kohala off ers four career acad-
emies: natural resources and food 
systems, construction, culinary arts, 
and health and nursing. Students 
begin choosing pathways as fresh-
men and learn through hands-on 
projects, internships, job shadow-
ing and community partnerships.

The approach grew from Snel-
ling’s experience at Waipahu High 
School, where he worked under 
then-principal Keith Hayashi, 
now state Department of Educa-
tion superintendent. Six years after 
bringing the model to Kohala, Snel-
ling is seeing the payoff .

Students are learning more than 
job skills. They’re learning to solve 
problems, meet high standards and 
stick with diffi  cult work.

“When you give students the 
opportunity, they always make the 
most of it,” Snelling said. “They 
almost always exceed your expecta-
tions.”

At Kohala High, that may be the 
most important lesson of all.

By Toni Withington
Traffi  c delays on both Akoni 

Pule Highway and Kohala Moun-
tain Road are expected to begin in 
September, according to the State 
Department of Transportation 
(SDOT).

Repaving of Akoni Pule High-
way between miles 13.3 and 19.3, 
which is from approximately 
Lapakahi State Park to Hawi 
town, will begin next month. Driv-
ers should expect delays because 
traffi  c will be limited to one lane 
around the work area. Because 
of unpredictable weather condi-
tions, SDOT Highways Division 
would not say when the paving 
would be fi nished.

On the Kohala Mountain Road, 
workers will be painting perma-
nent median and shoulder stripes 
as well as installing colored refl ec-
tive markers between miles 9 to 
15, which is approximately the 
roadway from the summit to 
Pono Holo Ranch. Work on re-
paving that section of the road 
began in early 2023, but break-
downs, weather conditions, and 
legal issues meant the painting 
and refl ectors installed then were 
expected to be temporary. Many 
of the markings and refl ectors 
have worn off . Work is expected 

Construction Delays Expected on 
Kohala Highways

to start in late September.
Two other Highways Division 

projects aff ecting Kohala drivers 
are still in process with construc-
tion within view.

In Waimea at the intersection 
of Kohala Mountain Road and 
Kawaihae Road near HPA school, 
Highways Division will be replac-
ing the 94-year-old Waiaka Bridge 
and installing a roundabout at 
the dangerous intersection. A 
temporary road and bridge will 
be built to handle traffi  c during 
construction. A contract is being 
fi nalized with the construction 
fi rm and work is expected to start 
in November. The estimated con-
struction completion is November 
2028. 

At Kawaihae Harbor SDOT is 
completing the permitting process 
and expecting in November to put 
out to bid a contract for the $34 
million project to widen Kawai-
hae Road to accommodate a left 
turn lane into the main port gate, 
concrete paving on 10 acres of 
the cargo yard, and other harbor 
improvements. The turn lane is 
expected to improve traffi  c fl ow 
along the highway. Construction 
is projected to start in the spring 
of 2027 and take approximately 
two years.
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Kohala Baptist Church

Please join us Sundays for Bible Study 
at 9:00 AM and Worship and children's 

Sunday School at 10:30 AM

‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’

(Matthew 11:28)

Pastor Steven E. Hedlund (808)889-5416

Across from Makapala Retreat

Follow us on        Kohala Baptist Church
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Father Lambert Hurint 808-889-6436

Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church

Hawi, Hawai’i  •  The Welcoming Church
Masses: Saturday 4 pm

Sunday 7 a.m.  •  9:30 am
Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 7 am

Adoration: 1st Friday 6:30 - 7:30 pm 

Kalahikiola Church
Sunday Worship and 

Children’s Program 9:30 am
Tuesday Prayer 11:30 am

Wednesday Bible Study 7 pm

53-540 'Iole Rd., Kapa'au
www.kalahikiolacc.com

Pastor Mark Blair
E Komo Mai!

“Since 1832, proclaiming Jesus Christ 
to Kohala”

Please join us 
to explore 
About the 

Baha'i Faith

September 12 at 3 pm
Life and Death

Call Bob and Elaine Losey 
at 808-551-0665 for more information

WHERE FRIENDSHIP
MEETS FELLOWSHIP

Saturday Services:
Sabbath School: 9:30 AM
Divine Service: 10:45 AM

Potluck-Fellowship 
Lunch every Sabbath

55-3361 Akoni Pule Highway, Hawi HI
(808)889-5646
Kohalasda.com

Kohala SDA Church

KOHALA HONGWANJI
SHIN BUDDHISM

Reverend Daido Baba
808-884-4481

Fall Ohigan - Fall 
Equinox Service  

Sunday, September 20, 10 a.m. 
On the right approx. one mile past the

Kohala Middle School In Halaula

We have evidence Life is Forever. 
Services: Sun 10AM; Wed 5:30
 Rev. April Lee  808-989-5995.
TempleofHealing@proton.me

The Temple 
of Spiritual 
Healing & 
Education.

Weekly Events in 2026
DAY START END EVENT VENUE CONTACT (808)

M-S 8:30AM narcotics TALK STORY rainbow cafe

MON 9am Senior Club @ CIVIC CENTER kohalaseniors@gmail.com

12:00PM senior BALANCE,  STRENGTH  & FITNESS KIC 238-6111

4PM 6PM tool library 54-3842 Akoni  Pule Hwy 213-7779

4:30PM RMD TAIKO CLASSES HUB HALE 895-2025

5:30PM Defiant Brats (WOMENS' AA) Ainakea Home 747-9627

TUE 8AM 9am NARCOTICs ANONYMOUS near skate park 805-452-9501

8AM 9AM Tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

8am yoga/pilates beginner class outside hisaoka gym 333-8275

4:45pm 6pm The Joy of Belly Dancing call for location 238-6111

6PM 8PM PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8pm Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

wed 10AM 11AM STORY TIME NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

12pm 6pm thrift shop st augustine's 889-5390

2PM 3PM LEGO CLUB NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

3:30 pm 4:30pm RMD TAIKO CLASSES (not 1st wed) JODO MISSION 895-2025

5PM 6PM CHOIR PRACTICE  st augustine's 889-5390

6PM 8PM free Meal and Bible Study Kalahikiola Church 218-4872

6PM 7:30PM Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm spiritual healing service zoom 989-5995

7PM 8PM Alcoholics Anonymous ST. AUGUSTINE'S 895-5843

THU 8AM 4PM tool library 54-3842 Akoni Pule Hwy 213-7779

9:30AM 10:45PM Healing Circle for addicts Nani's Garden 805-452 9501

1pm 4pm Thrilling Thrusdays For Keiki NK PUBLIC LIBRARY 889-6655

5pm open circle meditation (not 2nd) keokea beach park 889-5390

6pm 8pm PICKLE BALL Hisaoka Gym 333-8712

6pm 8PM Table tennis/ping pong Old Court House 889-1099

FRI 8am Narcotics anonymous meeting Wiley Hall on Iole 805-452-9501

8am 9am tai Chi WITH Peter Beemer outside hisaoka gym 895-0737

4PM food Pantry st augustine's 889-5390

SAT 8AM 12PM HAWI FARMERS MARKET HUB MURAL 895-7870

8am 4PM tool library 54-3842 Akoni Pule Hwy 213-7779

10AM 12PM KOHALA COMMUNITY LAND TRUST 
WORKSHOPS 
 9/12: First Time Home Buyer
 9/19: Property Tax
 9/26: Title And Estate Planning
10/10: Decisionmaking

SENIOR CENTER

CONTACT:
info@kohalacommunitylandtrust.org

Sun 6pm 7pm Seibukan Karate Academy HISAOKA GYM 889-1828

7pm 8pm RECOVERY DHARMA MEETING RED COTTAGE 
VILLAGE HUB

(907) 888-
8166

Adjacent to Aloha Gas
Akoni Pule Hwy, Kapa`au
Open M-F 8:30am - 4:30pm

889-6405
Dr. Daryl Stang
rokuhawaii@gmail.com

KOHALA
VET CLINIC

eBikes Hawaii Big Island
64-1007 Mamalahoa Hwy  in Waimea
ebikeshawaiibigisland.com 808-796-0620

Did you know? 
The Kohala Mountain  

News is online at
kohalamountainnews.com
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MONTHLY CALENDAR 2026

‘ lena Gallery
Big Island Artists and Craftsmen

  @olenagallery.4636  -  http://olenagallery.com  -  (808) 345-1779
Summer hours 10-4 daily, H w , at the H w Road Intersection

North Kohala Youth Art Show
coming up in December

Youth ages 6-18 in North Kohala
are eligible to submit artwork 
For details visit our website

Eden Rees 
“Gowing”

Kehukai Kane 
“Midnight 
Waves”

Lic# BC13017

lorenzoboyz@gmail.com Located at the bottom of  Hawi Rd.

Open Monday - Friday 10 - 6,
Saturday 10 - 2, closed Sunday

KAD, Inc. dba Cartow Kohala

• 24-hour Towing, Recovery,  
    and Lock-out Service
 •  Vehicle Repairs
 •  Oil Changes and Service
 •  Equipment Hauling
 •  Vehicle Safety Inspections
 •  Propane

CARTOW
KOHALA

889-1061

DAY START END EVENT DESCRIPTION VENUE PHONE

9/2 WED 4:00 PM 6:00 PM KOHALA NIGHT MARKET FOOD TRUCKS, CRAFT VENDORS, MUSIC HUB MURAL 808-895-2025

9/2 WED 4:30 PM KOHALA COMMUNITY ACCESS GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

9/2 WED 7:00 PM Temple of Spiritual Healing Grief support group - call for zoom link Zoom 808-989-5995

9/3 THU 3:00 PM 4:30 PM Family Board Games After-School Board Games NK Public Library 808-889-6655

9/5 SAT 5:30 PM 8:00PM Open house party Art, stories, music & pupu’s Artists’ cooperative 808-854-1058

9/5 Sat 8:00 AM 11:00AM THRIFT SHOP St Augustine’s 808-889-5390

9/7 MON 4:30 PM ADVISORY GROUP MEETING NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

9/9 WED 9:00 AM AFFORDABLE HOUSING GROUP NKCDP Library imuakohala@gmail.com

9/9 WED 5:00 PM GROWTH MANAGEMENT GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

9/10 THU 3:00 PM 4:30 PM Kohala Kendoma Club Show us your tricks or learn new ones! NK Public Library 808-889-6655

9/11 FRI 3:00 PM 4:30 PM Heluhelu Quiz Bowl Team Meeting Meet to discuss books and trivia! NK Public Library 808-889-6655

9/14 MON 3:00 PM 4:00 PM Ila Jhaveri Talk: Slow Aging food-as-therapy, acupressure, and other lifestyle tools. NK Public Library 808-889-6655

9/14 MON 5:00 PM 6:30 PM Chess Club All ages welcome! NK Public Library 808-889-6655

9/15 TUE 11:00 AM 12:00 PM Book Club Discuss My Friends by Fredrik Backman with us! NK Public Library 808-889-6655

9/16 WED 03:30 PM UTILITIES GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

9/16 WED 05:00 PM PARKS, ROADS VIEW PLANES GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

9/17 THU 9:00 AM 11:00AM Sacred Heart Food Basket Food Distribution Sacred Heart Catholic Church 808-889-6436

9/18 FRI 4:00 PM HEALTH & WELLNESS GROUP NKCDP Old Courthouse imuakohala@gmail.com

9/19 SAT 11:00 AM 1:00PM TOOL LIBRARY WORKSHOPS useful and beginner-friendly topics TOOL LIBRARY 808-213-7779

9/21 MON 2:00 PM 4:00 PM Jewelry Making Class (X2 5:30PM) All materials provided, RSVP Required NK Public Library 808-889-6655

9/24 THU 3:00 PM 5:00 PM Children’s Book vs. Movie Club Upside-Down Magic by Sarah Mlynowski. NK Public Library 808-889-6655

9/24 THU 5:00 PM AGRICULTURE GROUP NKCDP NKCRC imuakohala@gmail.com

9/24 THU 5:30 PM Community Meal SIT DOWN St Augustine’s 808-889-5390

9/25 FRI 3:00 PM 5:00 PM Teen Book vs. Movie Club Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants by Ann Brashares NK Public Library 808-889-6655

9/28 MON 5:30 PM 7:00 PM Hawaiian History Talk local historian Boyd Bond talk story. NK Public Library 808-889-6655

9/30 WED 4:00 PM Restorative Yoga Therapy class With Carla Orellana - BY request CALL FOR LOCATION 808-238-6111
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A credit card 
that celebrates 
our home,
& rewards 
our members

*APR Annual Percentage Rate:(for purchases, cash advances and balance transfers).  Based on creditworthiness and subject  credit approval.  Rates, terms, and conditions are subject to change without notice. Must 
qualify and establish membership with HCFCU. Membership is a regular share account with a minimum balance of $50.00. When you establish membership we will ask for your name, physical address, date of birth, taxpayer
identifi-cation number, and other information that will allow us to identify you. We may also ask to see your driver’s license and other identifying documents. **No Annual Fee:  There is no Balance Transfer fee and no Cash 
Advance Fee. There is a Foreign Transaction Fee of 1% of each transaction and a $10 fee on each returned payment.  Information on the costs of the Visa® card described herein is accurate as of September 1, 202 .

No Annual Fees**

hicommfcu.com | (808) 930-7700 | Federally insured by NCUA.

Scan the QR code 
to Apply Today!

When you use your Hawaii Community Federal Credit Union VISA® card
you earn                                    points. You earn 1 point for every $1 spent on a signature 
based (credit) transaction. Simply use your card for all your everyday purchases and 
earn points! From groceries to fuel, your purchases will really pay off. 

Other card benefits:

Travel Accident Insurance
Auto Rental Collision Damage Waiver

Your Reward Points can be used to redeem:

Gift Cards
Travel

Cash Back
Merchandise

Green Products
Charitable Donations

15.00%
Classic:

APR*

9.90%
Gold:

APR*

APR*

Platinum 

7.90%

Our Visa® Platinum 
card featuring 
Rainbow Falls, Hilo

Visa®

By Leilani Silver
Did you know? The Hawaii 

State Public Library System off ers 
Mango Languages, a learning tool 
that provides instruction in more 
than 70 languages, including ̀ Ōlelo 
Hawai`i. Lessons are built around 
real conversational situations. Visit 
our website and use the quick link 
for Mango Languages to sign up 
and get started. 

Preschool Storytime: Septem-
ber 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 at 10:00 a.m. We 
gather to sing songs, read a few 
simple stories, then make a craft 
or do an activity every Wednesday. 
Great fun for 2–5-year-olds and 
their parents or caregivers. 

Lego Club: September 2, 9, 16, 
23, 30 at 2:00–3:30 p.m. Join us 
every Wednesday for some imagi-
native fun as we build cool cre-
ations out of Legos. Creations will 
be displayed at the library. 

Crafting Club: September 2, 9, 
16, 23, 30 at 2:00–3:30 p.m. Join us 
every Wednesday for some craft-
ing fun. We will cut, paste and 
make cool craft creations. All sup-
plies are provided. 

After-school Board Games: Sep-
tember 3 at 3:00 p.m. Join us on the 
fi rst Thursday of every month for 
an afternoon of board games. Play 
one of the games provided by the 
library or feel free to bring your 

North Kohala Public Library September 2026 News and Programs
own to share. 

Adult Book Club: September 8 
at 11:00 a.m. Join us for a discus-
sion of the #1 New York Times 
bestseller “My Friends” by Fredrik 
Backman. The book is available to 
pick up at the library.

Kohala Kendama Club: Septem-
ber 10 at 3:00 p.m. Join us on the 
second Thursday of every month 
for some Kendama fun. Show us 
your tricks or learn some new ones. 
All levels welcome. Complete a 
trick card and get a prize. Bring 
your own Kendama or use one 
provided by the library.  

Heluhelu Quiz Bowl Team 
Meeting: September 11 at 3:00 p.m. 
Let’s meet and discuss books and 
trivia. Snacks provided. Program 
is for fourth to seventh graders 
of any school: public, private or 
homeschooled. 

 Chinese Medicine Tools with 
Ila Jhaveri–Nutrition for Longev-
ity: September 14 at 3:00 p.m. All 
participants will walk away with 
useful and highly eff ective tips on 
using food-as-therapy, acupres-
sure, and other lifestyle tools as 
well as info on acupuncture and 
Chinese herbal medicine.

Chess Club: September 14 at 
5:00 p.m. Both beginners and vet-
eran players are welcome to chal-
lenge others in this classic strategy 

game. Children must be accompa-
nied by an adult.

Miss Cursive: September 22 
from 2:00–4:00 p.m. Join us for a 
free handwriting workshop with 
Stepahanie Schouten, founder of 
Miss Cursive. Suitable for children, 
teens and adults. All supplies are 
provided.  

Children’s Book vs. Movie Club: 
September 24 from 3–5 p.m. This 
month’s selection is “Upside Down 
Magic” by Sarah Mlynowski. Read 
the book and/or come watch the 
movie. Short discussion will follow. 
Popcorn provided! Program is for 
ages 7-12. The book is available to 
pick up at the library or for digital 
download from our website.

Teen Book Club: September 25 
from 3-5 p.m. This month’s selec-
tion is “The Sisterhood of the Trav-
eling Pants” by Ann Brashares. 
Read the book and/or come watch 
the movie. Short discussion will 
follow. Popcorn provided! Pro-
gram is for ages 13 and up. The 
book is available to pick up at the 
library or for digital download 
from our site.

Hawaiian History Talk with 
Boyd Bond: September 28 5:30 p.m. 
Join us for an informative talk story 
about Hawaiian History with local 
historian Boyd Bond. 

Teen/Adult Board Games: 

September 28 at 5:00 p.m. Calling 
teens and adults! Come for a fun 
night of board games! Play one of 
the games provided or feel free to 
bring your own to share!

Pokémon Trading Card Game: 
September 29 at 3:00 p.m. Inter-
ested in the Pokémon Trading 
Card Game, but don’t know how 
to play? Join us to play your fi rst 
Pokémon card game and learn all 
about using the Battle Academy 
board game, generously provided 
by the Friends of the North Kohala 
Library. Already know how to 
play? Bring your deck and chal-
lenge other experienced players or 
come talk about deck building and 
card collecting. 

All programs are subject to 
change. If you require an auxiliary 
aid or accommodation due to a 
disability, please contact the library 
at least seven days before the pro-
gram date. 

North Kohala Public Library 
Hours:

Mon: 12–4 p.m., 5–7 p.m.
Tues-Thurs: 9 a.m.–12 p.m., 1–4 p.m.
Fri: 12–4 p.m.
Closed Saturday, Sunday and 

State Holidays
(808) 889-6655
www.librarieshawaii.org
54-3645 Akoni Pule Hwy, 

Kapaau, HI 96755




